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Migrants who are beneficiaries
of neither National Food
Security Act, or State Card
where they are stationed, will
get 5kg of grains each and 1kg
chana per family per month for

two months. States will implement scheme.

IMPACT: About 8 cr migrants who require
foodgrain assistance are expected to benefit

3,500 cr
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to be spent for 2 months

FARMERS

To provide concessional credit
to farmers through Kisan Credit
Cards. Small and marginal
farmers to be extended funds
from NABARD, state and dis-
trict cooperative banks, as well

STREET VENDORS

[ ]

as regional rural banks.

IMPACT: To benefit around 2.5 cr big
farmers, and nearly 3 cr small farmers

2.361lakhcr

to be spentin total

Scheme for easy access to
credit for street vendors within
a month. With initial working
capital of up to Rs 10,000, gov-
ernment plans to incentivise
digital repayments as well as

regular repayment.

IMPACT: Around 50 lakh street vendors
likely to gain easy access to credit

35,000 cr

to be spent on the scheme

COVID ECONOMIC PACKAGE: DAY 2

Govt safety net for migrant workers and
poor has a little for now, more for later

Free foodgrains to
credit for street
vendors: Of Rs
3.10lakh crore,
Centre’s outflow
Rs 5000 cr

AANCHALMAGAZINE &
ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THERE WAS an expectation that
a package aimed at migrant
workers, farmers and street ven-
dors would strive to offer imme-
diate relief given that they have
borne the brunt of the lockdown-
related distress for over 50 days
now. But more than half the nine
major proposals announced by
Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday have a
longer-term horizon.

Besides, the second leg of the
relief package continues with the
basic design of leveraging large
stimulus with minimal fiscal cost
— of the total liquidity infusion of
Rs 3.10 lakh crore, the likely out-
flow from the Centre’s exchequer
is only about Rs 5,000 crore.

Thursday’s measures focused
on the poorer segments of soci-
ety, including migrant labour,
small and marginal farmers and
urban poor, seems skewed more
towards the long-term.

For instance, the affordable
rental housing scheme under
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana
for migrant workers and urban
poor will likely be implemented
only over a longer time frame.

Similarly, the portable ration
delivery system is scheduled to
be completed only by March
next year. The credit facility for
street vendors and the extension
of the credit-linked subsidy
scheme middle class (Rs 6-18
lakh annual income) are also

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Partha Chatterjee &
SJaishankar

Centre, West
Bengal trade
barbs over no
repatriation
flight to state

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THE CENTRE and the West
Bengal government were locked
inawar of words on Thursday as
the Trinamool Congress accused
the BJP-led central government
of not scheduling any repatria-
tion flight to West Bengal.

TMC secretary general and
state education minister Partha
Chatterjee tweeted Thursday
evening, “Is the MEA asking us to
believe that there are enough
people to come from Georgia to
Gujrat but none want to come to
Kolkata ? Also, there are enough
people to come back to Bihar
from Kyrgyzstan but not enough
to bring back to Bengal?? Stop
this injustice !'!!” He then used
the hashtag “#MithyebadiBJP”,
calling BJP “liar”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

4 AM, THURSDAY A migrant family on their way home to UP, outside the Mayur Vihar Metro Station in Delhi. Gajendra Yadav
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No cash in hand for migrants,
govt falls back on existing
schemes: MNREGS, PDS

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THE SECOND tranche of the eco-
nomic package announced by
the government on Thursday re-
lies upon two existing mecha-
nisms, the MNREGS and PDS, to
offer wage labour and free food-
grains to migrant labourers re-
turning from urban areas to vil-
lages.

However, there was no cash
relief for the labourers, who have

lost wages over 50 days of the
lockdown.

The one change seems to be
the government’s offer to bear
the financial burden of food-
grains for two months to mi-
grants who are not covered ei-
ther under the National Food
Security Act(NFSA),2013, or state
government schemes. Announ-
cing the scheme, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said their number is estimated to
be around eight crore.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

India in talks with nations pushing for
Taiwan at WHO meet, China sends reminder

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

FOREIGN SECRETARY Harsh
Vardhan Shringla has partici-
pated in at least seven group
phone calls with counterparts in
the US, Australia, Japan, New
Zealand, South Korea, Vietnam
since March 20 — once every
week — as the international com-
munity debates whether to let
Taiwan attend the World Health
Assembly (WHA)as an observer.

Four of these seven countries

— US, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand — are signatories to a
demarche, urging the World
Health Organisation (WHO) to
allow Taiwan to be admitted as
an observer because its input
will be “meaningful and impor-
tant.” Other signatories to this
demarche are Canada, France,
Germany, the UK.

Chinais opposing the move as
the US leads a group of powerful
countries — all members of the
UN Security Council except Russia
— to support Taiwan’s claim.

The WHO will meet on May

18 to discuss the COVID-19 pan-
demicand will hold a vote tode-
termine whether to grant ob-
server status to Taiwan at the
WHA, its decision-making body.

India, which has traditionally
stuck to a One-China policy —in
short, it considers Taiwan a part
of China — has not yet taken a
stand, but has been in conversa-
tion with some of Taiwan’s ad-
vocates as well.

These talks come at a time
when tensions have been rekin-
dled on the Line of Actual Control

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Rs 3-lakh-cr relief package
for MSMEs but Govts, pvt
firms owe them more

AANCHAL MAGAZINE &
ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THEFIRST tranche of the Centre’s
relief package may have been
targeted at the country’s micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), but much of the work-
ing capital-related distress faced
by these units can be traced back
to one major source — the gov-
ernment machinery.

The total outstanding pay-

South
Block’s
PY dilemma

EXPLAINED

INDIA HAS a growing
relationship with
Taiwan but a much
larger relationship with
China. Committed to the
One-China policy, New
Delhi has high stakes in
its ties with Beijing. The
pandemic crisis pres-
ents an opportunity to
leverage its position on
Taipei vis-a-vis Beijing,
but that's a call South
Block has to take.

‘(Dues) will
be more
thanRs5
lakh crore’

ments to units in the MSME sec-
tor, as on March 31, 2020, was
pegged at upwards of Rs 4.95
lakh crore, according to govern-
ment estimates accessed by The
Indian Express.
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Next challenge for
Odisha and Bihar:
Virus coming home
with migrants

SANTOSHSINGH &
KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
PATNA, NEW DELHI, MAY 14

FROM BIHAR to Odisha,
Telangana to Karnataka, the re-
turn of migrants, expected to
pick up pace as the lockdown
eases, is bringing the coronavirus
home, too, posing a fresh chal-
lenge to states fighting to contain
the pandemic.

Of the 4,275 samples col-
lected in Bihar from among mi-
grants who returned onboard
Shramik special trains between
May 4 and May 13, 320 have
tested Covid positive — 7.5 per
cent. This is way above the posi-
tivity rate for the state, which is
just about 2.75 per cent. Bihar
has so far conducted about
35,000 tests, of which 953 are
positive.

The high positivity rate
among migrant workers is rais-
ing concerns in Bihar which is a
primary destination state for mi-
grantlabour. And when the test-
ing of migrants returning
through six inter-state borders,
through which about 10,000 are
entering each day, is yet to begin.

The relatively large number of
infections among migrantsisone
reason why Bihar has seen its
caseload rise rapidly in the last
few days. At less than 8.5 days,

CASES AMONG
MIGRANTS

TOTAL: 320 positive
cases out of 4,275
samples (May 4-May 13)

Number testing positive
among Bihar migrants
from:

DELHI: 76 out of 365
samples
MAHARASHTRA: 68
out of 506 samples
GUJARAT: 88 out of
1,066 samples

WEST BENGAL: 11 out
of 101 samples

HARYANA: 10 out of 172
samples

Bihar has among the fastest dou-
bling time of cases well below the
national average of 12.65 days.
Next door, Odisha was one of
the first states to have reported
a surge in the number of mi-
grant labourers turning positive
on arrival with Ganjam district
being the hotspot reporting as
many 249 cases in the 10 days
since May 5.
Over the same period,
Andhra Pradesh hasatotal of 105
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

DT CASES:
78,003

RECOVERED: 26,234 | DEATHS: 2,549
TESTS: 1,947,041/ DOUBLING RATE: 12.65**

cases a week ago

to 611, Odisha has
fastest doubling

time — 3.77 days

KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG. | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HRS | GROWTH* | RATE**
mMaharashtra 25,922 1495 | 6.43% 11.20
m Gujarat 9,268 364 491% | 14.66
m Delhi 8,470 472 5.10% 1412
mTamil Nadu 9,227 509 9.69% 743
m Rajasthan 4,222 201 3.93% | 1833
m West Bengal 2,290 17 6.68% | 10.77
* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days ** Calculated over 7-day growth
CONCERN CAUTION A GLIMMER
ODISHA: 180 BIHAR: Numbers PUNJAB: Just

still less than
1000, but
doubling in less
than nine days

ten new cases
Wednesday, daily

rise on a decline
for the last 3 days

Based on daily data released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Indian Council of Medical Research and state governments

Swimming guidelines?
Federation takes easy
lane, forwards US norms

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

FOUR DAYS ago, when the gov-
ernment asked the Swimming
Federation of India (SFI) to pro-
pose ways to resume aquatic ac-
tivities in a post-pandemic sce-
nario, they were not expecting a
reply within a day. And that too,
a meticulous framework with
references to the White House’s
guidelines for ‘Opening Up

America Again’ and advisories is-
sued by the US Center for
Disease Control.

It turns out the SFI had sim-
ply forwarded a set of guidelines
USA Swimming had prepared
for swimmers in their country.
Not copy-pasting bits or borrow-
ing ideas, but passing on the
eight-page document titled ‘USA
Swimming;: Facility re-opening,
messaging and planning’ as is.

The Sports Authority of India

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

WORLD

CORONAVIRUS MAY
NEVER GO AWAY,
WARNS W.H.O.

FIRST COVID-19
CASES DETECTED IN
ROHINGYA CAMPS
PAGE 10

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

MSMEs NEED MORE
PUSHFROMGOVT

BY NEELKANTH MISHRA
PAGE 6

PAGE1
ANCHOR

KAVITHAIYER
ROHA (RAIGAD), MAY 14

ABUSY marketplace and a short
queue of about six men outside
the town’s solitary wine shop
mark the entrance to Roha, anin-
dustrial town in Maharashtra’s
Raigad district, an ‘orange zone’
where it has been about 10 days
now since most towns were able
to open shops and businesses.
The queue outside the local
public health center (PHC) is
much longer than those at any
store, and it’s not of people who
are unwell. Many men have re-
turned from villages nearby to

—  TEST —
REP#RTS
FROM THE

FIELD

TRACKING THEVIRUS,
—— LOCKDOWN——

Roha, where the chemical facto-
ries employ over 1 lakh people.
“We've been called back to
work — we are essential services
atour factory,” said Manish Patil,
a 24-year-old from Nandgaon
village in Murud, who is stand-
ing outside the Ambewadi PHC,
about 10 km from Roha’s

Maharashtra Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation (MIDC) lay-
out, along with two other young
men who too have just returned.
But before they join work — the
three are employed as firemen
at a unit manufacturing Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients
(API) — they will have to clear a
28-day quarantine period. Today,
the three are in the queue to get
their hands stamped for home
quarantine as they have entered
the town from elsewhere.

“We were here until March
23,and when the lockdown was
announced, we decided to re-
turn to our villages. Now we've
been called back to work,”

Staff at Sudarshan Chemicals in Roha. Nirmal Harindran

Manish said. Most major facili-
ties in Roha have arranged quar-
antine spaces for those return-
ing to work right now.

Medical Officer Dr Rohan
Nage at the Ambewadi PHC has-
n't returned to his home in
Panvel since March 23, and has
remained on call for 24 hours
everyday.

“Nearly 900 people have
come in the past few weeks to
get screened for quarantine —
many of these would be people
who have returned home from
Mumbai or other cities where
they work, and there would also
be a large number who are re-
turning to Roha to work here,” Dr

In an orange zone, factories stir to life with staggered shifts

Nage said.

Roha itself has zero Covid
cases until now, but Mangaon
nearby has one positive case and
S0, screening and quarantining
measures are strictly enforced.
Every quarantine candidate is
screened, stamped and asked to
return to the PHC after 14 days
for another round of clinical ex-
amination, after which another
14 days of quarantine is recom-
mended, according to Dr Nage.
“Gram Panchayat representa-
tives help our medical staff in
keeping an eye on every one
who is quarantined.”

The very slow restarting of

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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SAMBHAJI: SHIVAJI'S SON WHOSE VALOUR SPURRED THE MARATHAS

The eldest son of the celebrated Maratha emperor, Chhatrapati Shivaji, Sambhaji was the second ruler of the
kingdom after his father’s death. In his short rule spanning nine years, Sambhaji gained recognition for his

valour and patriotism

VIDEQ OF THE DAY

COPS REMEMBER THE
FORGOTTEN

Police near Kolkata are
helping daily wagers
and the homeless

WALKING FROM
MUMBAITO AYODHYA

Three elderly migrants
were walking from
Mumbai to UP

EXPRESS

Why has Aarogya Setu
raised legal and privacy

concerns?

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Since it was launched last month, the
Aarogya Setu has raised several concerns.
Not only about privacy, but also about the
legality of making it mandatory

FROMPAGE ONE

Relief package
for MSMEs

Sources indicated that over
half this amount can be attrib-
uted to pending payments by
Central government ministries
and departments, state govern-
ments and public sector units
under the Centre and state
governments.

On Wednesday, announcing
the Rs 3-lakh-crore credit guar-
antee for MSMEs, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said that the Centre and
Central PSUs would clear pend-
ing MSME dues in 45 days.

The only available official
estimate is on the MSME
Samadhaan website, an online
delayed payment monitoring
system for settlement of dis-
putes on filing of delayed pay-
ments by affected MSMEs,
which has listed out payment
claims of Rs 40,720 crore as on
May 14, a fraction of the total
dues.

Of this, 11.6 per cent or Rs
4,738 crore are claims of dues
from the Central government.
Total mutually settled applica-
tions were at 3524, with the
settled amount at Rs 288.54
crore, as on Thursday. However,
this does not reflect actual gov-
ernment dues owing to areluc-
tance among MSME unit own-
ers to wrangle with the
government over pending pay-
ments as this may have a nega-
tive impact on fresh order
flows.

“The exact data (on MSME
dues) is not available. It (the
data) is coming from state gov-
ernments and major industries
and other agencies... It will be
more than Rs 5 lakh crore,”
Minister for MSMEs and road
transport and highways Nitin
Gadkari said in an interview to
CNBCTV18 Thursday.

Industry estimates are even
higher. “Many Central, state
governments, PSUs, corporates
owe almost Rs 5.5 lakh crore to
MSMEs and almost 30 per cent
of it are due over 120 days, 45
per cent are between 60 to 120
days and rest below 60 days.
We request the Finance
Minister to consider settling the
dues with interest so that it will
apply pressure to pay as soon as
possible,” said K E
Raghunathan, former National
President of All India
Manufacturers Organisation.

In September last year, then
Expenditure Secretary G C
Murmu had said that of the
outstanding non-litigated
MSME dues of Rs 60,000 crore,
payment of Rs 40,000 crore had
been cleared.

MSMEs, which make up for
about 45 per cent of the coun-
try’s total manufacturing out-
put, 40 per cent of exports, al-
most 30 per cent of the national
GDP and operate across the
value chain. They employ an es-
timated 11 crore persons, are
stressed due to depleting inter-
nal reserves and low visibility
of demand.

Next challenge
for Odisha,
Bihar

positive cases imported from
outside the state - this is 12.20
percent of the state’s active
cases. Of the 105, 67 are from
Maharashtra, 26 are from
Gujarat, 10 from Odisha and
one each from West Bengal and
Karnataka.

On Wednesday, the state
health department spelled out
details of 930 migrant workers,
who returned to Kurnool on a
special train from Thane,
Maharashtra: of the 250 among
them who were tested, 38 were
positive - all worked in a fish
market in Mumbai.

Since May 5 until yesterday,
Karnataka has reported 96

cases from outside the state -
this is 20.25 per cent of the
state’s active cases. Of these, 48
are from Ahmedabad, 29 from
Ajmer, 16 are from Mumbai,
two from Odisha and one from
Chennai. However, for the state,
itis the spread of the cases with
travel history from outside the
state, that will be a bigger worry
for containment. The 96 cases
are now spread across 14 dis-
tricts.

Over the last one week,
Telangana has reported 35 pos-
itive case of migrants which is
8.88 per cent of all active cases
of the state.

In Bihar, an analysis of the
samples were taken from re-
turning migrants shows that as
many as 76 of the 365 from
Delhi were positive; 68 of 506
from Maharashtra; 88 of 1,066
from Gujarat; 11 of 101 from
West Bengal and 10 of 172 from
Haryana.

AsinKarnataka, these cases
have now spread across over 30
districts in the state including
Begusarai, Nalanda, Munger,
Bhagalpur and Patna as the top
five districts.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Bihar Principal Health
Secretary Sanjay Kumar said:
“There is still not a problem
with our home population as
we collected less than 4,000
samples after door-to-door
screening of 10.40 crore. Our
challenge is to save our home
population from getting in-
fected from migrants coming to
Bihar since the last week of
April”.

Asked if their early return -
during the first lockdown —
would have helped, Kumar
said: “Ifs and buts have no
meaning now. We have to in-
crease our testing capacity to
screen all suspects. We have re-
quested ICMR to increase our
testing capacity from current
2,000 plus to 8,600 per
day.Getting positive cases from
asymptomatic samples is the
challenge.”

More so as the influx contin-
ues. This when the influx is on-
going. Since last week of April,
till May 13, about 3 lakh mi-
grants (including 2.25 lakh
from trains) have returned to
Bihar and are sent to quarantine
centres at respective block
headquarters. The state govern-
ment has opened 4,672 quaran-
tine centres which can accom-
modate about4.52 lakh people.

Swimming

guidelines

(SAI) has now asked the SFI to
rework the recommendations
and make them relevant in
India’s context.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Virendra Nanavati, SFI's
executive director, said they
could not come up with a more
comprehensive plan. “The
guidelines issued by USA
Swimming are foolproof and, to
start with, we can rely on that.
They have proper expertise in
this area so we have forwarded
that to the SAI committee. Let
them modify as per the central
and state government guide-
lines for Covid-19,” Nanavati
said.

Training in all sports has
been halted from the time the
lockdown was firstimposed on
March 24. And while it is un-
likely there will be any compet-
itive event held for the foresee-
able future, the sports ministry
is considering a phase-wise re-
sumption of training at govern-
ment-run institutes by the end
of this month.

As a first step, SAI formed
two committees last Sunday to
prepare a Standard Operating
Procedure — and asked all fed-
erations under its watch to sub-
mit recommendations to
restart sporting activities. One
of the two committees was
dedicated to swimming, given

viewed as measures which
would take time to be imple-
mented and unlikely to pro-
vide any relief in the immedi-
ate crisis being faced by
workers.

The announcement of free
foodgrain supply (5 kg of
grains and 1 kg chana per per-
son) for two months to 8 crore
migrant workers without ara-
tion card and outside the ambit
of National Food Security Act
was expected to provide some
relief to migrant workers.

But experts said this entails
resolving complicated logisti-
cal issues. Since every public
distribution shop has a fixed
number of registrants based on
which the stock of foodgrains
is supplied to the shop, allow-
ing accessibility to non-card-
holders may resultin shortage
of supplies at these outlets.

The other proposal of ‘One
Nation One Ration Card’, first
announced by Food Minister
Ram Vilas Paswan in July last
year and then targeted for
completion in June 2020, is
seen as a system of consider-
able utility to migrants.

But this too suffers from the

As per the announcement,
migrants who don’t have ra-
tion cards will get 5 kg of
wheat or rice per person and
1 kg of pulses per family for
May and June each, with the
cost working out to around Rs
3,500 crore.

While this is part of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Rs
20 lakh crore package an-
nounced on Wednesday to
tide over the Covid-19 crisis,
the Union Food Ministry in
fact has been offering addi-
tional foodgrains to states for
those without a ration card
from the first phase of the
lockdown, starting end-
March.

In another announce-
ment, on April 7, the Centre
had told states that they could
avail additional foodgrains
through the Food Corporation
of India’s open market sales
for non-ration card holders.

Additionally, in the third
week of April, the Rural
Development Ministry had
released to states funds re-
quired for the first three
months of the fiscal towards
the MNREGS - the second half
of the relief announced for

limitation of the incomplete
value chain backed by infra-
structure, including availabil-
ity of point of sale systems at
PDS shops, and states coming
on board. Hence, this is un-
likely to address the immedi-
ate issues being faced by tran-
siting and distressed migrant
workers.

Experts said given the am-
biguity about differentiating
between non-cardholders and
cardholders under the ‘One
Nation, One Ration Card’ pro-
posal, a worker could possibly
take ration from one shop and
thenidentify himself or herself
asanon-cardholder in another
shop.

“One of the major issues
would be how to identify mi-
grant workers and non-mi-
grant workers if the uniform
ration card applicability takes
place across the country. The
administration will face issues
about how much stock of food-
grain supplies to send to which
shop, given that every shop has
afixed quota, which then could
turn into a major logistical
problem,” said Pronab Sen,
economist and former Chief

migrant labourers on
Thursday. In that respect, itis
not an additional benefit as
the labourers always had the
option of taking up work un-
der the scheme - whichis de-
mand-driven — in their vil-
lages.

Noted economists and op-
position leaders have been
asking the government for a
one-time cash transfer to vul-
nerable sections like migrant
labourers.

Whether Thursday’s an-
nouncements will instead
help stem their flow out of
the city remains doubtful,
given that the migrant
labourers have been leaving
for villages despite the MN-
REGS and PDS being already
in place.

Earlier, on March 26, the
Centre had announced 5 kg
free foodgrains per individual
and 1 kg pulses per family un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana for exist-
ing beneficiaries of the NFSA.

The Finance Minister said,
“We are engaging with state
governments to make sure
they know where these mi-
grants are. Most of those who

Govt safety net for migrants has
little for now, more for later

Statistician of India.

Exclusion of beneficiaries
from PDS distribution could
possibly be avoided by sus-
pending the ration card system
fornow and instead relying on
Aadhaar for distribution of
food grains, Sen said.

The proposal regarding the
rollout of affordable rental
housing under PMAY by in-
volving the private industry via
private public partnership on
government land is also un-
likely to deliver benefits to
quell the short-term distress
thatis playing out.

“It is not going to happen
soon. Also, details about the
PPP modalities was not elabo-
rated today and needs to be
looked at,” said Partha
Chatterjee, Professor and Head
of the Economics Department,
Shiv Nadar University.

The provision for conces-
sional Rs 2 lakh crore credit to
be provided to 2.5 crore farm-
ers, including fishermen, is also
contingent on new Kisan Cards
being handed out.

Credit facility of Rs 5,000
crore for 50 lakh street vendors
will translate into a working

Govt falls back on existing schemes

have no cards are staying in
camps run either by the gov-
ernment or NGOs. Therefore,
based on arough assessment
given to us by all the state
governments, we think there
are about eight crore mi-
grants who will benefit
through this free foodgrains
supply.”

She said the state govern-
ments would be the “imple-
menting agencies”, taking
care of both identifying the
migrant labourers and dis-
tributing food to them.

Sitharaman also an-
nounced the rollout of the
‘One Nation, One Ration Card’
project. But this is still under
works, and a nationwide in-
tegration is not likely before
March next year. While the
Centre had hoped to roll out
the project by June 1 this year,
only 17 states and UTs have
come on board so far.

Sitharaman said, “By
August 2020, 67 crore benefi-
ciaries in 23 states, or 83% of
the PDS population, will get
covered by One Nation One
Ration Card and we’re sure of
100% coverage of national
portability by March 2021. All

capital of only about Rs 10,000
per street vendor for a month.
Analysts said street vendors
could have been better served
with cash transfers. “The street
vendors will be far more disap-
pointed than the migrant
workers since they are just get-
ting ‘easy access to credit facil-
ity’ and that too only ‘within a
month’...Should they not have
been given credible forms of
income support given they did
not and could not sell their
wares since March 26? Why
could not the government
think of instant direct benefit
transfer to stranded migrants
and the five million street ven-
dors and free ration for the lat-
ter if they have not availed it for
want of ration card under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana? Why is the govern-
ment not talking of DBT of a
fixed amount of say Rs 5,000
which will, in fact, go back to
the business in the form of pur-
chases and then possibly to the
government, at least a part of
it, as tax?” said K R Shyam
Sundar, labour economist and
Professor of Human Resources
Management at XLRI.

the states and Union territo-
ries will complete full au-
tomation by March 2021.”

Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan
said, “States will be provided
foodgrains to distribute to mi-
grants free of cost. The list of
beneficiaries will be taken up
later so that the distribution
starts immediately.”

Talking about how the
MNREGS was supporting mi-
grant workers who had re-
turned to villages, the Finance
Minister said the government
had managed to generate
about 14.6 crore person-days
of work and offered work to
2.33 crore wage-seekers till
May 13.

She said wages under the
scheme have been raised toa
national average of Rs 202 per
day against Rs 182 per day in
the last financial year, and Rs
10,000 crore spent overall till
date in the current financial
year.

Incidentally, this revision
in MNREGS wages was noti-
fied on March 23, a day before
the first phase of the lock-
down.

that the “sport requires athletes
to train in water and may have
different health risks involved
compared to other sport”, ac-
cording to SAL

Following this, an online
meeting was held between the
swimming federation and SAI
officials on Tuesday, when its
“recommendations” were dis-
cussed.

Nanavati said that as a fed-
eration, it was tough for them
to set protocols at this moment,
“until we know what the cen-
tral and state governments de-
cide and what their policies will
be”.

So, his advice to SAl is to do
what the Americans — a swim-
ming powerhouse — have rec-
ommended.

In their detailed proposal,
USA Swimming has urged
swimmers to “change clothes
and shower at home” and
“eliminate the use rooms that
prevent social distancing, such
as locker rooms”.

They have also illustrated
how social distancing can be
practised in the pool while
training by using staggered
starts, opposite ends and limit-
ing the number of swimmers
per lane.

The document states that
the pool should be disinfected
with chlorine and bromine to
“inactivate the virus in the wa-
ter”, citing the Center for
Disease Control’s advisory that
“there is no evidence the dis-
ease spreads through treated
water”.

For their Indian counter-
parts, however, there is still a
big question to be answered: “If
swimming centres open up
based on guidelines we set, and
something unfortunate hap-
pens, who will take responsibil-

ity?”

Centre, West
Bengal trade

barbs over no
repatriation
flight to state

So far, 229 repatriation
flights have been announced by
the central government - as per
the MEA website - from May 7
to June 3. But not a single flight
lands in West Bengal. Many res-
idents of West Bengal have
tweeted, complaining about
this.

Within hours of Chatterjee’s
tweet, MEA spokesperson
Anurag Srivastavareplied to the
West Bengal minister. “MEA
does not discriminate between
states. GOI's Vande Bharat
Mission is for all stranded
Indians, including those from
West Bengal. Over 3700 of
them have registered for repa-
triation from different parts of
the world,” he tweeted.

“Will gladly facilitate flights
to Kolkata if state government
will confirm arrangements to

receive and quarantine. Will
also help in return of WB resi-
dents through land borders
with neighbors. We hope to re-
ceive an early response on the
matter,” the MEA spokesperson
tweeted and tagged West
Bengal’s Home Secretary and
the Civil Aviation ministry. This
was retweeted by External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.

In the first phase from May 7
to 15, 64 repatriation flights
were flown. Out of them, 15
went to Kerala, 11 each to Delhi
and Tamil Nadu, seven each to
Maharashtra and Telangana,
and the remaining flights flew
to Gujarat, Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir, Karnataka and Uttar
Pradesh.

In the second phase from
May 16 to 22, 31 flights are to
land in Kerala, 22 in Delhi, 17 in
Karnataka, 16 in Telangana, 14
in Gujarat, 12 in Rajasthan, nine
in Andhra Pradesh, seven in
Punjab, six each in Bihar and UP,
three in Odisha, two in

Chandigarh and one each in
J&K, Mumbai and MP.

Earlier, the MEA spokesper-
son said Vande Bharat Mission
is the largest and most complex
exercise ever undertaken by the
government for repatriation of
Indian nationals stranded over-
seas. “In the last few days, more
than 12,000 Indian nationals
have safely returned,” he said.

“We are launching the sec-
ond phase of Vande Bharat
Mission from 16-22 May. In this
phase, we will bring back
Indians from 31 countries. 149
flights including feeder flights
will be deployed. Additional 18
countries covered under the
second phase include
Indonesia, Thailand, Australia,
Italy, France, Germany, Ireland,
Canada, Japan, Nigeria,
Kazakhstan, Ukraine,
Krgyzstan, Belarus, Georgia,
Tajikistan and Armenia. As you
can see, we are broadening the
ambit every week in a phased
manner keeping with our quar-
antine capacity, health proto-
cols, etc. Till now 188,646
Indian nationals have regis-
tered to return on the portal,”
he said.

Factories stir
to life in Raigad

economic activities has had an
immediate and visible impact
in the towns of Raigad - there
are customers at garages, hard-
ware stores, clothing stores,
grocery stores, sweetmeat
stores. There is a samosa wallah
in most markets, through the
restaurants remain shuttered as
per what is currently permissi-
ble.

Building construction activ-
ity has begun along National
Highway 66, especially where
it crosses Pen at the intersection
where one road branches off to
Alibag, the popular getaway for
Mumbiaiites. The Khopoli-Pali
Road, the Khopoli-Pen Road
and the Panvel-Goa NH 66 have
all been under repairs for nearly
two years, and road construc-
tion activity is underway on all
three stretches, though not as
fast as motorists would like.

In the towns of Wadkhal,
Pen, Jite and Roha, women from
nearby coastal villages are lined
up either in a separate enclo-
sure or along the main market
road with fresh pomfret, surmai
(kingfish), rawas (Indian
salmon), simpale (mussels),
bangda (mackerel) and bombil
(Bombay duck) from the morn-
ing’s catch.

Of the 44 industrial units in
Roha’s Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation
(MIDC) layout, 36 have re-
sumed work over the last 10
days, said MIDC Deputy
Engineer Maloji Nimbalkar,
though most are functioning at
about 40 per cent of normal
capacity. At least one, Varun
Breweries, which makes Pepsi,
is waiting to get orders to
restart business - the lock-
down and the shutdown of ho-
tels and restaurants have af-
fected the demand for fizzy
drinks and other packaged
beverages.

“We’re sensitive to the fact
that factories restarting is cen-
tral to the overall economic
resurgence, and we were care-
ful not to shut down water sup-
ply or other amenities for even
one day. So when the first unit
resumed work, our filtration
plant was ready and supplying
immediately,” Nimbalkar told
The Indian Express.

The largest unit at Roha is
run by Sudarshan Chemicals,
India’s top manufacturer of
paint pigments, and their airy,
manicured facility has intro-
duced a series of safety meas-
ures that will now remain for
the foreseeable future, from so-
cial distancing and staggered
timings in the canteen to twice-
a-day screening of every single

person on campus with a con-
tactless thermal instrument.

“We use 90 litres of disinfec-
tant daily to clean all areas,
washrooms are disinfected
twice daily, there is 100 per cent
use of facemask and hand sani-
tiser,” said Ranjeet Singh, the
administration head at the
Roha facility.

B N Kadam, associate vice-
president (Works), said about
100 migrant workers stayed
back at the facility where living
arrangements have now been
made for a percentage of
labourers, with free food and
laundry facilities.

Taiwan at
WHO meeting

following clashes between
Indian and Chinese troops in
Pangong Tso, a lake in eastern
Ladakh, and Naku La, a high
mountain pass in Sikkim.

On the weekly phone con-
versations among the seven
countries, the Ministry of
External Affairs said the idea is
“to share ideas and best prac-
tices among these countries in
the Indo-Pacific region for re-
sponding to the unique and
complex challenges presented
by the COVID-19 pandemic”.

Among the discussion
pointsis “coordinated response
and assistance in the immedi-
ate neighbourhood; and work-
ing with each other in the mul-
tilateral fora,” the MEA said.

“They have underlined the
need for a new template of
globalization and for interna-
tional institutions to reflect
contemporary realities,” it said.

An official source said a de-
cision will be taken “depending
on how the formal agenda
evolves”. “We can’t say any-
thing more at this point. A de-
cision will be taken closer to the
date,” the source said.

On May 7, Geneva-based
ambassadors from eight coun-
tries — US, Japan, Germany,
France, UK, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand — issued a joint
demarche to the WHO, pushing
for Taiwan’s inclusion in the
WHA. Led by Washington and
Tokyo, the group includes six of

the world’s 10 largest
economies and four of China’s
top trading partners.

These countries have made
out a case for Taipei’s admis-
sion: Taiwan has managed to
control the pandemic in an ex-
emplary manner despite being
in close proximity to mainland
China.

According to data compiled
by Johns Hopkins University,
there have been only 440 cases
and 7 deaths in Taiwan. In con-
trast, China, which first re-
ported the pandemic, has seen
84,000 cases and about 4,600
deaths.

Taiwan attended the World
Health Assembly as a non-vot-
ing observer from 2009 to 2016.
But China scuttled Taiwan’s
presence after Tsai Ing-wen,
who challenged China, was
elected President in 2016. She
was re-elected early this year
and her second term will begin
on May 20, two days after
WHA's decision on May 18.

On Thursday, Ji Rong,
spokesperson for the Chinese
embassy in New Delhi, under-
lined the One-China policy.

“We urge the relevant
Indian media take a correct
stance on issues of core inter-
ests concerning China’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,
adhere to the one-China prin-
ciple, do not provide platform
for ‘Taiwan independence’
forces, and avoid sending
wrong messages to the public,”
JiRong said.

India has also engaged with
the China-led Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation this
week, participating in a meet-
ing of SCO Foreign Ministers on
Wednesday.



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, MAY 15,2020

THE OUTBREAK e

CORONA
WATCH

105 trains to
bring back
more people

Kolkata: Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday tweeted,
“Towards our commit-
ment to helping all our
people stuck in different
parts of the country and
who want to return back
toBengal,Iam pleased to
announce that we have
arranged 105 additional
special trains.”
According to the list,
three trains will start
from Delhi, Mumbai and
Bangalore Urban on May
16 and reach New Cooch
Behar, Howrah and
Malda Town respectively
the following day ENS

Two girls play at Mallick Ghat flower market in Kolkata on Thursday, Day 51 of nationwide lockdown. Shashi Ghosh

Kolkata’s pvt bus owners
propose 3 times hike in fare

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY 14

PRIVATE BUS owners submitted
a proposal to the state govern-
ment on Thursday, demanding to
raise the minimum fare to Rs 20,
which is nearly three times the
current Rs 7, as they look to re-
sume services after the lockdown
was announced to contain the
coronavirus pandemic. They also
told the Transport Department
that they would be unable to limit
the passenger count to20inabus
and sought police help.

The Transport Department
had Wednesday asked the pri-
vate bus operators to chalk outa
revised fare model for the gov-
ernment to consider, following
which the services can be re-

sumed from May 18.

Tapan Bandopadhayay, the
secretary of the Joint Council of
Bus Syndicates, said: “The minis-
ter has expressed his desire to re-
sume bus services from May 18.
Today, we metand formulated the
fare proposal and submitted it to
the Transport Minister. Also, we
said police should help us tomon-
itor the situation so that not more
than 20 passengers are allowed
inside a bus. However, police
should not harass them.”

Earlier, Transport Minister
Suvendu Adhikari had held a
meeting with private bus opera-
tors and officials of the Transport
Department, during which he
had said buses would be allowed
to ply if they complied with the
rules, including not permitting
over 20 passengers in a vehicle.

Home Department: 129 linked
to Telinipara violence arrested

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, MAY 14

THE POLICE have arrested 129
people in connection with the
violence between two commu-
nities in Hooghly district’s
Telinipara area on the night of
May 10, the state Home
Department said on Thursday.
The department claimed
some people were “trying to
spread the communal virus”,
days after Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee levelled a sim-
ilar accusation against the BJP
without naming it. Banerjee had
warned that strict action would
be taken against those spreading
fake news on social media.
“Strong action has been

taken against miscreants in
Telinipara, Hooghly. 129 persons
have so far been arrested and
more will be arrested. Senior of-
ficers along with a large number
of forces are patrolling the area
round the clock,” the Home
Department tweeted.

Asserting that the adminis-
tration was committed to ensur-
ing peace across the state, the de-
partment said, “Some persons
are trying to spread the commu-
nal virus to further their political
interests. Strong legal action is
being taken against all these per-
sons.”

The violence had broken out
in the Victoria Jute Mill locality
of Telinipara after the members
of a community raised objec-
tions about people from another

community roaming in public
during lockdown even after five
of their members tested positive
for the coronavirus disease
(Covid-19).

Several shops were ran-
sacked and many were injured
in the clash. On Monday morn-
ing, the two groups also hurled
bombs at each other and set
shops on fire.

Two days later, the District
Magistrate issued prohibitory
orders under Section 144 of CrPC
inthe area, and suspended inter-
net services, including broad-
band connections, in
Chandannagar and Serampore
subdivision till 6 pm on May 17
to stop the circulation of fake
news and misinformation on so-
cial media.

6 DEAD IN KOLKATA, 2 INHOWRAH

Eight die even as state
govt works to ease
curbs inred zones

May not seal entire areas where virus reported: KIMIC
STATE COUNT

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, MAY 14

THE STATE government on
Thursday announced that the
coronavirus disease (Covid-19)
had claimed eight more lives,
pushing up the toll to 143, even
as it worked on relaxing restric-
tions to a degree in districts des-
ignated as red zones because of
the high number of cases re-
ported from there. If deaths due
to comorbidities are taken into
account, the count is 215.

Six of the eight patients who
died are from Kolkata, while the
other two are from Howrah. Both
these districts, which are among
the four red zones along with
North 24 Parganas and Purba
Medinipur, also accounted for
over half of the 87 new positive
casesdetected in the 24 hours till
Thursday 9 am — 31 in Kolkata,
and 25 in Howrah —according to
the health bulletin, taking the to-
tal number of cases to 2,377.

The other infections were re-
ported from the districts of North
24 Parganas (16), South 24
Parganas (five), Paschim
Bardhaman (three), Purba
Medinipur (two), Nadia (two),
Purba Bardhaman (one), Hooghly
(one). One person from another
state currently stranded in West
Bengal also tested positive.

However, despite the rising
number of infections in the red
zones, the Mamata Banerjee
government has decided to di-
vide them into three categories,

TOTAL CASES

2,377

INCREASE ‘ DEATHS*

767 RECOVERED

62,837 SAMPLES
TESTED TILL MAY 14

* INCLUDES 72
COMORBID DEATHS

with curbs eased to varying de-
grees. Red Zone A will have no
relaxations, Red Zone B will have
some relaxations, and Red Zone
Cwill have a few relaxations out-
side its containment zones.
There are more than 550
containment zones in these dis-
tricts. Kolkata, which is the epi-
centre of the pandemic in the
state, has 340 such areas.
Asenior official of the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation said the
civic body might decide not to
seal entire areas where infec-
tions get detected. The corpora-
tion is also drawing up plans to
identify the containment zones.
“Till now when an infection
is detected the entire house of
the patient, the road in front of
the house and adjoining areas
were identified asred zones. This
led to closure of a large number
of roads. Now, discussions are
being held to only identify the
house of the Covid-19 patients
and adjoining houses so that

they can be identified as red
zones. There will be surveillance
on theroad in front of that house.
Soon, a survey will be conducted
by health department officials
and Kolkata Police on this and a
decision will be taken accord-
ingly,” the official added.

During the day, a large num-
ber of private vehicles were seen
onthe road in the city’s non-con-
tainment zones. Government
buses, which restarted services
the day before, carried passen-
gers as per the social-distancing
norms. Small shops and stand-
alone shops remained opera-
tional till the evening, but liquor
shops in and around Kolkata re-
mained mostly closed. Some fall
within containment zones, while
others are running out of stock.

Several private offices in the
city also functioned with 50 per
cent workforce.

Meanwhile, 66 patients were
discharged from hospitals in the
last 24 hours, the government
said, pushing up the discharge
rate from 30.66 per centto 32.31
per cent. Till now, 767 patients
have recovered from the disease.
Overall, the active case count
rose from 1,381 to 1,394.

According to the health bul-
letin, 5,205 samples were tested
in a day. With this, health offi-
cials have examined 62,837
specimens till date, with 3.78 per
cent samples testing positive.
The department said 8,980 peo-
ple were in government quaran-
tine, while 34,414 people were
isolated at home.

CORONAVIRUS, THROUGHTHE EYES OFA CHILD

All that
quarantine has
done to me
I § fyou were looking for noth-

I ing, you found it." Tumblr
has its own interesting
ways of saying that what you are
searching for doesn't make
sense. How would it anyway?
Quarantine has ignited our
minds with ideas, and | wonder
why they don't make an appear-
ance while we write essays.
Online classes, assignments,
scrolling through social media,
we have so many things to do,
and yet there are times when |
feel that all we are doing is star-
ing into the void.
Sitting at home also involves
having to hear the news all day
long and then hear our parents
have a heated discussion about
it, spiced with their own views
and ideas. Over-thinking has be-

and cheeky comments are a re-
minder that things actually exist
beyond my house and that they
aren't a figment of my imagina-
tion.

Every cloud has a silver lining. In

Sowmiya Das, Class:8, Sec:A(D.S)

come so normal now. Equally
normal is the feeling of being
pulled out of the world as soon
as the internet goes off. What
used to be loud discussions be-
tween classes have been re-
placed by those video calls, but it
isn't all bad. The familiar faces

this quarantine pe-
riod, I finally learnt
basic cooking, and
though it wasn't a
master chef's
work, it was fun. |
read books which |
wanted to for
months and im-
bibed all | wanted.
Family time has in-
creased, and me
and all my friends
are listening to the
80's music, and en-
joying it. When
things get back to
normal, it would
be a different kind
of normal with hy-
giene and distancing and stuff
but I think we can live with that.
After all this, we surely can.

VARTIKA MANISH
Class 10D (D.B)
Adamas International School

The Pandemic has

taught me many
things I didn't know
uring this lockdown pe-
Driod, the whole world has
become aware of the
deadly pandemic causing
virus, COVID-19. Like
everyone else, | am also
being forced to stay
home to prevent this pan-

demic from spreading.
| think that this extensive
lockdown period has
been the perfect time to
discover my hidden tal-
ents and accept that life
is a game of survival. |
have started taking on-
line classes. As a student,
like many others, | am
worried about my acade-
mics and studies. | have
realised that such a life-
changing scenario is the

ing other things of my interest,
like playing the violin and paint-
ing. I love to observe Nature, the
environment, and every single
thing that | think has significance
in human life. | jot down my
ideas and present them to oth-
ers. | am also spending my time
making the ‘best out of waste'. |
am trying to utilise those things
which [, at any other time, would
have simply thrown away.
At times, | just grab a pen and a
piece of paper, jot down my
thoughts and compose a story or
poem, letting my creativity flow!
The best thing about this lock-
down period is getting to spend
time with my mom and dad who
are both busy professionals. At
times, when | read news of the
pandemic, | do get extremely
scared, but the presence of my
parents manages to calm my
nerves.

| try to help my mom make

Pratik Bajpayi,Class: IXB DB

perfect opportunity to learn how
to be independent and | am trying
to study on my own!

The writings of great personali-
ties like Rabindranath Tagore and
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
keep reminding me that acade-
mics is not always the key to suc-
cess. | believe in thisideaand so |
am trying to spend my time do-

\CETNER

food, tidy the house up,
wash the utensils and with
other household chores. |
believe this will help me be
independent and self-re-
liant.Earlier, I never used to
have time to observe Na-
ture. Now, in the evenings, |
sitin my balcony gazing at
the sun going down the
horizon, birds flying back to
E their nests and the stars

twinkling in the inky-black
sky. Sometimes, the news
of suffering of the people
fills my heart with pain and
| fold my hands to silently
pray to the Almighty to
keep all the people of the world
safe.While the pandemic seems
like a curse, it has taught us a
good deal and made us look in-
wards for the sake of a better
world.

DEBAPRIYA MAJUMDAR,
VIII-CD.B.
Adamas International School

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Adamas International School,58,M.M Feeder Road,Belgharia,Kolkata 700056
adamas@rediffmail.com https://ais.adamas.co.in PHONE: 9830444749/59

Making the
most of it!!

ith the unprecedented lockdown
Wdue to the pandemic came a sense

of relief.... “if I'm at home, I'm
safe!” Then this slowly began to change as
the realisation hitme, “I'minclass 12 and |
can't afford to waste my time! | need to
study hard as | have to prepare for the
Boards and Joints.” But it turned out that
my teachers were just as concerned and
started online classes......classroom in my
mobile.....the flip side is no one minds my
spending hours gazing at my mobile! Seri-
ously, I'm studying. There's no option actu-
ally!! With all the classes in the mornings,
followed by assignments to be submitted
and coaching classes to attend in the
evenings, I'm sure I'm making the most of
it!! | find myself in the midst of a world of
eBooks and great food (specially cooked by
mom), spending time with my beloved par-
ents and most importantly also finding the
time to understand everything | have stud-

ied during the day as | don’t need to waste
time traveling to and from educational in-
stitutions. Yes, | do miss my friends and going
outdoors but then we meet virtually every
day.At the end of the day when I look out of
my window and see Nature healing itself,
and think of the Covid Warriors risking their
lives to save others.....my complaints seem
petty. | pray that we all come out of this cri-
sis unscathed and unscarred. Stay safe, stay
healthy.
ANKIT SAHA,
CLASS XII SCIENCE
ADAMAS WORLD SCHOOL,
KOLKATA

damas

WORLEY SEHOCY

Mother Earthis
rebooting itself!!

s | look out from my window and ob-
Aserve the fresh air, the greenery, the
chirping of birds and the stray animals
roaming about the streets unchecked by

“SURRH:RO:S

Shreya Chakraborty, XI Science
Adamas World School

zooming vehicles, | am reminded of the fa-
mous quote by Lord Byron, “I love not Man
the less, but Nature more.” Sadly, it took a
virus like Covid 19 to finally cage all the dis-
turbing elements of Nature and keep them in-
doors for good.....until the earth begins to
breathe freely again! Even the ozone layer is
healing. Nature has shown us the mirror-- the

Earth’s most deadly animal, “the Social Ani-
mal”, has his limitations and can be rendered
almost helpless. Yes, it is sad that there has
been loss of human life and the struggle to
overcome this virus is still on. But for once we
have emerged as global citizens without
boundaries. Enjoy this peace as long as it
lasts. | hope we would have learned a lesson
for life post Covid-19. Till then....Stay at
home, Stay safe!! ANUVAB DUTTA,

CLASS XII SCIENCE,
ADAMAS WORLD SCHOOL

e
3

Moubani Kundagrami,
IXAAdamas World School

World under siege
he world is witnessing a doomsday sce-
Tnario because we were not prepared to
face a catastrophic situation caused by
a tiny microbe with massive virulent power.
Doctors, nurses and medical staff are com-
bating it by providing supportive medical fa-
cilities, which has resulted in the recovery of
many patients from this lethal disease. Doc-
tors and health organisations like WHO have
come up with many preventive guidelines
like washing of our hands, use of alcohol-
based hand sanitisers and, what's most im-
portant, social distancing. Most of the af-
fected countries have announced a
lockdown, which is showing effective re-
sults.We all know that every cloud has a sil-
ver lining. This is evident today when Mother
Earth seems to be rejuvenating itself due to
restricted pollution levels. While fighting this
difficult situation, we as humans must re-
alise our responsibilities towards Mother
Earth and come up with initiatives that will

make the world a better place.

DEBATREE BANERJEE
Class-VIB
ADAMAS WORLD SCHOOL,

Adamas \World School

ADAMAS KNOWLEDGE CITY, BARASAT, BARRACKPORE ROAD

P.O. JAGANNATHPUR, DISTRICT 24 PARGANAS (NORTH)
MOBILE : 08479918038, WEBSITE: www.adamas.co.in/worldschool

EMAIL : adamasworld@admas.co.in
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TALKING POINTS

IN A meeting of BJP general secretaries with party president
] P Nadda Thursday, the topic of discussion was how party
cadres could help migrant workers struggling to reach homes.
Union Ministers, including Home Minister Amit Shah, at-
tended the meeting. Some of them were at the party head-
quarters and others joined online. The party decided to ask
its workers to distribute food and water and footwear among
the migrants. It also decided to ask cadres to ensure proper
living conditions at quarantine centres. Some leaders said
there should be recreation facilities and skill development ac-
tivities at the centres. Another point discussed was how to
celebrate the first anniversary of BJP’s return to power.

(QUARANTINED

ASUPREME Court judge moved into self-quarantine with fam-
ily members after the cook at the judge’s official residence
tested positive Thursday. Sources said the cook was on leave
and may have been infected during the break. Earlier, an offi-
cial of the Supreme Court registry tested positive and 36 se-
curity personnel on duty at the court were sent to quarantine.

ALMA MATER'S AWARD

NATIONAL HEALTH Authority CEO Dr Indu Bhushan has been
selected by the Johns Hopkins Alumni Association for the
Global Achievement Award. The award recognises exceptional
contributions of alumni who have great professional or hu-
manitarian achievements. Bhushan, a 1993-batch IAS officer
of Rajasthan cadre who later quit the service, also holds a
Doctorate in Health Economics and a Master of Health
Sciences from Johns Hopkins University..

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

9419142N LNK DUN NARAYAN SHRESTHA
15 MAY
On this day 9419142N LNk Dun Narayan
Shrestha of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK) made
the supreme sacrifice during 'OP VIJAY' in May
1999 in a true act of valour. He was the first of

FM claim of MNREGS spike true
only for May, April saw afall

HARISH DAMODARAN &
NUSHAIBAIQBAL
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

ANNOUNCING THE second
tranche of the coronavirus relief
package, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Thursday that enrolment of
workers under the MNREGS has
increased 40-50% “compared to
May last year”.

However, an analysis of data
on the MNREGS public portal
shows that both the number of
people toavail of work under the
flagship rural employment
scheme and the number of days
they were employed has fallenin
this financial year starting April
till now, compared to 2019-20.

This financial year, 1.06 crore
households have got 13.59 crore
person-days of employment un-
der the MNREGS so far. As against
this, 1.55 crore households had
got 24.66 crore person-days of
workin April 2019 alone. The re-
spective numbers for April 2020
are just 89.66 lakh and 11.08
crore.

“The 40-50% increase the
minister referred tois only for the
past few days. Not much work
could be taken up in April be-
cause the focus of everybody, in-
cluding states, was on enforcing
the lockdown. The actual ramp-
ing up is happening now, when
economic activity too is being
opened up,” atop official told The
Indian Express.

Sitharaman also said that
14.62 crore person-days of work
had been generated under the
MNREGS till May 13.“Thedatain
the public portal is only up to
May 12. The minister’s figure is

Amigrant family on the way to Chhattisgarh near Pune railway station. Arul Horizon

not only more recent, she has
also mentioned that 2.33 crore
wage seekers were offered work
just yesterday (i.e. on May 13).
The uptick in employment will
be visible in the coming days,”
the official said.

The main driver of the MN-
REGS employment will be the
migrant workers returning back
to their villages from cities and
industrial centres. “States have
been told to register liberally, as
per the provisions of the MN-
REGS. Anyone seeking work un-
der the programme should be
given employment, irrespective
of whether they have a job card
orifthe sameisactive ornot,” the
official added.

On paper, MNREGS guaran-

CONGRESS TRYING TO SAVE NIRAV MODI: PRASAD

New Delhi: The BJP on Thursday
accused the Congress of making
“sinister efforts” to save fugitive
businessman Nirav Modi, whois
undergoing an extradition trial
inthe PNB fraud case at London’s
Westminster Magistrates’ Court.

Union Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad claimed that a Congress

leader, Abhay Thipsay, a former
Bombay HCand Allahabad HCju-
dge, deposed as adefence witness
tooppose extradition proceedings
against Nirav and told the court
that the CBI's charges would not
stand scrutiny under Indian law.
“Means, he tried to save Nirav
Modi,” Prasad alleged. ENS

many that the Paltan lost on the Path of Glory
that summer. The brave soldier will always be
remembered for his raw courage and indomitable team spirit. To this
braveheart we pledge that we shall always be guided by immortal
spirit and make his name proud.
CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES
(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE) (BATALIK)

A.P. STATE WAREHOUSING CORPORATION
(A State Government Undertaking)
D.No. 55-17-3, Stalin Corporate Building, 2nd Floor,

Behind Autonagar Bus Stand, VIJAYAWADA - 520 007. A.P.

Phones No. 0866-2556244, Fax :
SWC/M2/0488/F.Covers/P&S/2020-21
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

We are Inviting E-Tenders in Two Bid (Technical Bid & Price Bid)
System for supply of MLCL Fumigation Covers on ARC basis for different
places. Interested Bidders may contact at our Head Office on Phone
No. 0866-2556244/9849057693 or view on our Website www.apswhc.
com & www.tenderwizard.com/APSWC

0866-2556344

Sd/- Managing Director

ATHERY — o ¥ 7 I T
CHM - CENTIEAL LEATHER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
e T siefes oy iy Covacd o Sried e & ladnaidal Reieith

P : : i 7 g
B, 2{1E AR
GHA-CLA 21 advertzed for 1. Eyntfeic Sacd Perdtraton Teser dor Soged
gomniiaeal 2. Hpdreslane PressareHand Tesher, X-Wek Baclstial Bamier Fensrabion
Tesder far sugical pran Crvenl, £ W Vaour Transmission R Tesks %o sugkal
o Tt B Ve ey Fesstadon Teslar lar sunphealgown Doneralion [PF poctal
Para sl wwwalepdergivin for R deirk: Dot o sl palatke o
Wi Arg Teecer chaisgdaka 2700 Ny, 2020, 3 00 P s

SOUTHERN RAILWAY
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

E-Tender Notice for supply of Medicine/Surgical/Lab

Principal Chief Medical Director, Headquarters, Southern Railway for and on behalf of
the President of India, invites ONLINE open tenders for the following supply contract
as per Tender Notice given in IREPS website.
http://www.ireps.gov.in->E-Tender->Goods and Services (New) and quote
against these tenders. No Manual quotations will be entertained. Closing time
for the tenders is 15:00 hours on the date noted against each below.

Firms are requested to log on to

[For & un e of SOUNTAL DF BCEINTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL REEENFGH

The Brihanmumbai Electric

Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE
e-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.

(1) Cable Fault Locating Van with Maintenance Contract
for 5 years,

Re-invited e-tenders

(2) 67529.

Note:
For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

PRO/AAM(M)/08/2020.

_H'-|_ JAIPUR DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
j—||—r Indira Circle, Jawahar Lal Nehru Marg, Jaipur-302004

No.: JDA/EE-ROB/RUB-11/2020-21/D-46

NIB NO.: EE ROB / RUB-11/ 01 / 2020-21

Online Bids are invited upto date 22.06.2020 at 6.00 PM for "Widening & Strengthening of
existing approach roads of ROB at L.C. 70 Sitapura, JDA, Jaipur."
Rs. 221.50 Lacs details may be seen in the Bidding Document at our office or the website of
State Public Procurement Portal www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in, www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in
and www.jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in (UBN No. JDA2021WSOB00018)

To participate in the bid, bidder has to be :- 1. Registered on JDA website
www.jda.urban.rajasthan.gov.in for participating in the Bid, the Bidder has to apply for the
Bid and pay the Bidding Document Fee & RISL, Processing Fee online only and Bid Security
Deposit (BSD), online through bank guarantee. 2. Registered on e-Procurement Portal of
Government of Rajasthan www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in for online e-Bid submission.
3. Registered in "AA" class contractor category in JDA or any Central Governement Department |
State Government Department | Local Body | Railways of Corporations.

Raj. Samwad/C/2020-21/207 Executive Engineer (ROB/RUB-II )

GENERAL MANAGER

tees 100 days of employment to
adult members of any rural
household that “demands” such
employment. Critics allege this
basicprinciple, of the programme
being demand-driven and self-
selecting, has rarely been imple-
mented on the ground.

“The demand for work is go-
ing to be high, more so from the
returning migrant labourers who
need to find immediate employ-
ment. May and June are also lean
months for agriculture, when the
rabi crop has already been har-
vested and the monsoon not fully
arrived,” the official pointed out.

According to the MNREGS
public data portal, the number of
person-days of work under the
scheme in 2019-20 rose from

24.66 crore in April to 33.17 crore
in May and 30.47 crore in June,
before falling to 18.94 crore, 14.98
crore, 14.37 crore and 13.52 crore
in the subsequent months coin-
ciding with the kharif cropping
season.

This time, MNREGS work de-
mand is expected to go up, with
this getting reflected in many in-
active job cards turning active.
Currently, out of the 13.74 crore
MNREGS job cards issued, only
7.66 crore are “active”.

In2019-20, 5.48 crore house-
holds were employed in MNREGS
works. The average days of em-
ployment provided per house-
hold were 48.39, with only 40.61
lakh households completing 100
days of wage employment.

447 new cases in TN,
2 deaths in Chennai

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI,MAY 14

TAMIL NADU on Thursday re-
ported 447 Covid-19 cases, tak-
ing its tally to 9,674. There
were two deaths reported, both
of them in state capital
Chennai.

Chennai also accounted for
most of the fresh cases-363.
Among the active cases, Chennai
with 4,834 cases and neighbour-
ing district of Thiruvallur with
410 cases top the list.

Chengalpet had four cases.

Among the positive cases
were nine people who came
back from abroad and 11 whore-
turned from Maharashtra.

State Health Minister C
Vijayabaskar said Tamil Nadu
continues to top the sample test-
ing charts in India.

“While India has a total of 19
lakh samples tested, Tamil Nadu
alone tested over 3 lakh,” he said.

Quoting observations from a
panel of medical experts,
Vijayabaskar said the state had
the lowest death rate in the

Dhankhar seeks details
of interim KMC board
from Mamata again

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY 14

GOVERNOR JAGDEEP Dhankhar
on Thursday once again sought
information from Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee about a care-
taker board of administrators set
up to run the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation.

In a letter to Banerjee, Dhan-
khar criticised her “non-respon-
sive” approach towards the Raj
Bhavan, and said he was still
awaiting information he had
sought a week ago on the matter.

On May 7, Dhankhar had in-
voked Article 167 of the Constit-
ution to seek information from
the Chief Minister about the ap-
pointment of the administrative
board headed by state minister
Firhad Hakim, who was also the
city mayor before the tenure of the
regular board of the civicbody ex-
pired. Article 167 lays down the
duties of the Chief Minister to fur-
nish information to the governor.

“Your continued non-respon-
sive stance when it comes to the
performance of ‘duties’ under
Constitution towards the Gove-

Mamata Banerjee &
Jagdeep Dhankhar

rnor in terms of Article 167 is un-
fortunate and contrary to your
oathunder Article 164 and against
the essence and spirit of the
Constitution and surely cannot be
countenanced,” Dhankharwrote.

The administrators were ap-
pointed on May 6 to run the day-
to-day affairs of the corporation
after the civic body elections
were postponed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The follow-
ing day, a petitioner moved the
Calcutta High Court, challenging
the appointments.

However, a single-judge
bench allowed the panel to func-
tion for four weeks. On May 12,a
two-judge division bench or-
dered the caretaker body to con-
tinue running the KMCtill July 20.

NON-PDS CARD HOLDERS TO FOODGRAINS

Jharkhand fears

problems in
migrant aid

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI, MAY 14

THE JHARKHAND government
admitted on Thursday that there
could be problems with imple-
mentation of the Centre’s scheme
to provide free foodgrains to all
migrant labourers, including
those whodon'thold ration cards,
for the months of May and June.
On Wednesday, the state an-
nounced distribution of 10 kg of
rice, pulses, oil and salt to return-
ing migrants. Apart from recon-
ciling this with the Centre’s pack-
age, of 5 kg of rice and wheat per
personand 1 kgof pulses per fam-
ily per month, the Jharkhand gov-
ernment admits it has been fac-
ing problems in reaching those
not holding ration cards. While
the Centre will pick up the tab for
the free foodgrains, the imple-

rice per family to these applicants,
at Re 1 per kg. However, with
nearly two months gone, the
Food, Public Distribution and Civil
Supplies Department admits only
67% of the nine lakh PDS card ap-
plicants got the allocation for
April. In May so far, only 7.76% of
the applicants have been covered.

The secretary of the depart-
ment, Arun Singh, said he was
waiting for details on the Centre’s
announcement. “As faras the de-
lay in distribution to non-card
holders is concerned, we have
faced issues like authentication.
Plus around two lakh people (of
the nine lakh total) have applied
for cards since the lockdown. We
are working on it too.”

Haldher Mahato,a member of
theJharkhand Food Commission,
which regulates the implementa-
tion of the National Food Security
Actin the state, blames the delay
on initial confusion over who
would handle the rations. Initially,
block-level committees were
formed for this, but later the task
was handed over tovillage heads,
and finally to PDS dealers. Mahato
said: “The process to opera-
tionalise non-PDS distribution
tookmore than 20 days. If return-
ing migrants are supposed to get
rations, the state needs tobuild an
effective system.” Development
economist Jean Dreze wondered
how the government would iden-
tify the beneficiaries. “Those who
areingovernment shelters will be
easy to identify, but it will be a
problemtolocate other migrants.”

‘Staying at home will not help’

citizens of Gujarat and their liveli-
hood are important. Till now, we
have been strictly implementing
lockdown. Now a stage has come
where we have become acquan-
tained with coronavirus... Now, if
business, jobs, agriculture,animal
husbandry, labour work continue
tobe stopped, thennotonly a per-
sonor his family will beinbad con-
dition, but the state’s economic
condition will also become very
weak,” said Patel. ENS

PRINCIPAL CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR
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SINo Tender No. Description Quantity| Due Date Among the total 66 deaths  country (0.67 per cent)asare-  mentation hasbeenleft tostates.
1 SR2001205710001 | TICAGRELOR 90 MG 173480 | 03/06/2020 | | reported in the state, Chgnqal sult of early diagnosis through jharkhand thef Secretary
Date: 14-05:2020 | |2 SR2003110510002 | 50% INSULIN LISPRO AND had 44 and neighbouring district ~ contact tracing. Sukhdev Singh said: “We have an-
50% INSULIN LISPRO ... 6265 | 03/06/2020 nounced allocation of Rs 550
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4. SR2003121210004 | 30% INSULIN ASPART + L
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5. | SR2003121310005 | GLARGINE INJ 300 IU/ ML .| 4725 03/06/2020 . LFII'ﬂI‘l[uTI VE WORKS B get clarity on distribution by the
6. SR2003122010006 | LIRAGLUTIDE 6 MG / ML ... 927 | 03/06/2020 'h_l ENDER NOTICE Centre, we canadjustitagainst the
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acceptance of advertising
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its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
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Lawyer
appearing in
Palghar lynching
dies in accident

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 14

A LAWYER appearing in the
lynching of three menin Palghar,
was killed in a road accident on
Wednesday morning. Police
have ruled out any foul play.

The deceased, Digvijay
Trivedi (32), was head of the le-
gal cell of political party Bahujan
Vikas Aghadi.

According to the police,
Digvijay and his colleague Preeti
Trivedi were travelling to a court
in Dahanu in Palghar district
when their car overturned
around 9.30 am near Charoti
Naka on the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Highway.

“..The deceased was speed-
ing and lost control of the vehi-
cle. There are skid marks on the
road indicating that he tried to
bring the car under control,” said
Siddhva Jaybhaye, assistant po-
lice inspector, Kasa police station.

Jaybhaye said there was no
foul play in Trivedi's death and it
was an accident. A case of acci-
dental death has been registered.

TENSION ON INDIA-CHINA BORDER

Delhi strikes conciliatory note,
invokes spirit of recent summits

SHUBHAJITROY &
KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

STRIKING A conciliatory note af-
ter incidents on the India-China
border, Indiaon Thursday invoked
the spirits of the Wuhan and
Mahabuliparam summits in
which both sides had reaffirmed
that they will make efforts to “en-
sure peace and tranquility in the
border areas”.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said, “Occasionally,
however, onaccount of difference
in perception of the alignment of
the Line of Actual Control, situa-
tions have arisen on the ground
that could have been avoided if we
had a common perception of the
LAC.” This is alluding to the de-
marcation of the boundary and
exchange of maps, which Delhi
has been insisting upon.

Army Chief General M M
Naravane said ina statement that

Army Chief General
M M Naravane

“temporary and short duration
faceoffs betweenborder guarding
troops dooccuralong the LACdue
tothediffering perceptions of the
alignment of boundaries which
are not resolved”. Claiming that
troops from both sides were ag-
gressive, which resulted in scuf-
fles at two different points in dif-
ferent commands, he said “there
were two incidents at Eastern
Ladakh and North Sikkim where
aggressive behaviour by both
sides resulted in minor injuries to

‘Covid has offered opportunities
from defence perspective’

DEFENCE SECRETARY
DR AJAY KUMAR speaks to
SUSHANT SINGH about chal-
lenges posed by Covid-19, the
likely budget cuts and defence
modernisation.

What is the biggest challenge
posed to the Defence
Ministry by Covid-19?

Covid-19 has been a cause of
several concerns. Butat the same
time, it has also opened new op-
portunities. To be operationally
ready despite the constraints im-
posed by Covid-19 has been one
of the biggest challenges faced
by the armed forces. And we can
say proudly that the armed
forces have been able to do so
with determination and careful
planning...

Armed forces have also been
asked to support the civil author-
ities in the fight against this pan-
demic... Whether it is for setting
up of quarantine centres across
the country in real time, or ear-
marking medical facilities for the
Covid patients, Armed Forces
Medical Services has been equal
to the task...

Covid-19 hasalso offered sev-
eral opportunities from the de-
fence perspective. One of the im-
portant one relates to the great
encouragement it has provided
todomestic innovation. Whether
it is for developing
equipment/devices for dealing
with the pandemic or develop-
ing tests for detecting patients or
developing vaccine against the
disease, the pandemic has seen
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much greater acceptance of in-
digenous technologies and solu-
tions as never before... Several of
the industries and start-ups who
have come forward are the same
asthose in the defence and aero-
spacearea. [amvery hopeful that
this push for indigenous innova-
tion will rub off on other areas
which have direct implication for
defence and aerospace as well.

Itis feared that there will be
significant budget cutsin
defence expenditure because
of the economic situation.
How will you tackle this,
particularly when it comes to
defence modernisation?

It is early to speculate on

Package insensitive to
migrants, full of statistical
jugglery: Opposition

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,MAY 14

OPPOSITION LEADERS on
Thursday slammed the govern-
ment over its economic package,
arguing that the announcements
were insensitive towards mi-
grants and full of statistical jug-
glery.

“The entire press conference
of the Finance Minister today was
aclassic display of arrogance, ig-
norance and insensitivity,” senior
Congress leader Manish Tewari
said.

The government is trying to
“bamboozle” people by throwing
big numbers at them while actu-
ally giving nothing to them, he
added.

“The Finance Minister said
there are 8 crore migrant work-
ers. She said the government has
transported 101lakh people home.
What about the 7.9 crore people.
Have you left them at the mercy
of god?” he asked.

“And what you have offered.
you have told them that if you get
home, if god is with you. then we
will give you 5 kgrice, if you don’t
like rice, we will give you 5 kg atta
and 1 kg gram for the next two
months. If thisis not insensitivity,
Idonot understand the meaning
of the word insensitivity.. Out of
the Rs 20 lakh crore that you have
ostensibly put together. all you
have for the migrants whom you
callthe builders of the nationisRs
3,500 crore in terms of atta and
gram. This is your empathy for the
poor,” Tewari said.

Senior leader Anand Sharma
said the government has offered
“too little money” to support the
crores of workers who have lost
wages and migrant labourers
who have suffered the most.
“Shockingly there is no emer-
gency transfer to the states,” he
said.

Ahmed Patel, another senior
party leader, said, “It's an empty
package wrapped by speeches
since thelast three days... The gov-
ernment has been trapped by this
number of Rs 20 lakh crore.
Rather than struggling to reach
this target by creative accounting,
itis better towork with areason-
able but genuine figure.”

budget cuts on defence moderni-
sation. However, under no situa-
tion do we compromise the secu-
rity of the country. Butitisalsoan
opportunity to implement some
long-pending reformsand cutun-
necessary expenditure indefence...

What specific measures are
you taking for the domestic
defence manufacturing
industry to help its revival?

Our efforts to promote in-
digenous manufacturing in de-
fence and aerospace, both for the
domestic market as well as ex-
ports are ongoing and will con-
tinue post-COVID-19 also... We
are continuously working with
the industry to address the is-
sues raised by them.

How has the restructuring of
the higher defence
organisation helped?

This reform had been pend-
ing for nearly 20 years. The cre-
ation of CDS has brought into ef-
fect a mechanism which will
induce greater jointness in our
defence forces. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, the defence
forces have played a significant
role coordinated by the CDS...

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

troops post which both sides dis-
engaged after dialogue and inter-
action atlocal level”.

Indian and Chinese soldiersin
the Naku La area in north Sikkim
and Pangong Tso in eastern
Ladakh were involved in scuffles
and stone-pelting in the first week
of May. The Army had stated the
soldiers disengaged after inter-
vention of senior officersat the lo-
cal level. The tension has been
around for over twomonthsas the
People’s Liberation Army tried to
stop Indian troops from patrolling.

The Army chief downplayed
the tension between Indian and
Chinese troops at two points
along the LAC.

“Itis reiterated that both these
incidents are neither co-related
nor do they have any connection
with other global or local activi-
ties. All such incidents are man-
aged by established mechanisms
where-in local formations from
both sides resolve issues mutually
as per established protocols and
strategic guidelines given by the

PM (Prime Minister) after the
Wuhan and Mallaparam sum-
mits,” the Army chief said.

The MEA spokesperson
Thursday said Indiaand China at-
tach “utmost importance” to
maintenance of peace in border
areas.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi
Jinping, in their informal Summits
in Wuhan (2018) and in Chennai
(2019), had reaffirmed both sides
will continue to make efforts to
ensure peace in the border areas.

Recalling that the two leaders
had also directed their militaries
to implement confidence build-
ing measures agreed upon and
strengthen institutional arrange-
ments and information sharing
mechanisms to prevent incidents
inborder regions, Srivastava said,
“As a result, India-China border
has largely been peaceful.”

Healso said the two sides have
established mechanisms to re-
solve suchsituationsasand when
they arise.

Kerala sees 26 fresh
coronavirus cases

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
MAY 14

KERALA ON Thursday saw a
steep rise in the number of
coronavirus patients, with the
state reporting 26 fresh cases.
Of the new cases reported
Thursday, at least 14 were pa-
tients who reached Kerala ei-
ther from abroad or from
hotspots in other parts of the
country.

Health Department officials
said the reporting of new cases
after flattening the curve was
expected with the arrival of
Keralites stranded in Covid-19
hotspots abroad and in other
parts of country. “We cannot
rule out more cases in the com-
ing days... Things would worsen
if these returnees fail to stick to
quarantine norms,” sources
said.

The state has so far reported
560 Covid-19 cases, mostly peo-
ple with travel history.

As the Kerala government
prepares to open up liquor out-
lets, start school admissions, re-
sume intra-district public trans-
port and several other fronts of
economic activities after the

JCONGMPS, 2 MLAS
ADVISED HOME
QUARANTINE

Thiruvananthapuram: The
Palakkad district medical
board has advised 130 peo-
ple, including Congress MPs
V K Sreekandan, T N
Prathapan and Ramya
Haridas, and MLAs Shafi
Parambil and Anil Akkara, to
goon home quarantine.

The move comes after a
traveller from Chennai at
the Kerala-Tamil Nadu bor-
der check-post at Valayar
tested positive. The MPs
and the MLAs had been
demonstrating at the
check-post, protesting over
the delay in the entry of
those who did not have a
mandatory pass to cross
over into Kerala. ENS

third phase of lockdown, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said,
“Coronavirus should be factored
in our life in the coming days.
Public would have to bring in
changes in life style. Mask
should be made part of public
life.”

MAHARASHTRA
Uddhav, eight
others elected
to Legislative
Council

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, MAY 14

MAHARASHTRA CHIEF Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and eight
others were on Thursday elected
unopposed as members of the
state Legislative Council.

Officials from the Chief
Electoral Officer said as only nine
nominations were received for
the nine seats, all candidates
were elected unopposed.
Thursday was the last day to
withdraw the nominations.
Later in the night, a notification
was issued about their election,
said an official.

The candidates, who were
elected unopposed, included
Shiv Sena’s Uddhav Thackeray
and Neelam Gorhe; NCP’s
Shashikant Shinde and Amol
Mitkari; Congress’ Rajesh
Rathod and BJP’s Gopichand
Padalkar, Pravin Datke,
Ranjitsinh Mohite Patil and
Ramesh Karad.

Sources said that Uddhav and
eight others are likely to take
oath as members of the
Legislative Council on Monday.
“The oath-taking ceremony will
be held on Monday at 1 pm in
the central hall of the state leg-
islature,” said a minister.

Army patrol
team caught in
Sikkim avalanche,
2 soldiers dead

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

An Indian Army officer and a
sapper died in north Sikkim af-
ter a patrol/ snow-clearing party
they were part of was caught in
an avalanche.

“A  patrolling-cum-snow
clearance party came under ava-
lanche in North Sikkim on 14
May,” the Army said in a state-
ment late Thursday night. “Inspite
of the best efforts of the rescue
team and local formation an offi-
cer, Lieutenant Colonel Robert T
A, and Sapper/ OPEM Sapala
Shanmukha Rao, who were
trapped underice, lost their lives.”

The Army stated that others
who were part of the team, com-
prising 17 or 18 members, are safe.

More than 70 soldiers have
lost their lives to avalanches since
2016, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh had told Parliament in
December 2019.

Rail signal: Bookings
on regular trains
cancelled till June 30

AVISHEK G DASTIDAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

IN AN indication that normal
train services are unlikely to re-
sume soon, the Indian Railways
on Thursday said it has decided
to cancel and refund all bookings
on regular passenger trains till
June 30.

However, special trains, like
the Shramik Specials for migrants
and the Rajdhani-type trains
started earlier this week connect-
ing New Delhi to 15 major cities,
will continue to operate.

The Railways had announced
“indefinite” suspension of pas-
senger train services in mid-
April, at the end of the first phase
of the lockdown. However, as
reservation can be made 120
days in advance, train tickets
were booked till August 12,
sources said.

Earlier, the Railways had de-
cided to cancel all bookings till
May 17, when the third phase of
thelockdownis scheduled toend.

The Railways’ decision
comes days after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he was tak-
ing suggestions from the states
before deciding the contours of
the next phase of the lockdown.

Sources said the indication
from the government so faris to
start more trains, in phases, in
popular routes as special serv-
ices like the Rajdhani-type trains.
More trains with other non-AC

coaches will be run in the com-
ing days but the details are being
worked out, said sources.

Two days before Modi an-
nounced the first phase of the
lockdown on March 24, the
Railways suspended its opera-
tions till March 31.

Sources said the national
transporter’s decisions so far
have indicated the government’s
lockdown strategy.

Meanwhile, Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal said the Shramik
Special services would be scaled
up. “We can even run 300
Shramik Specials per day, subject
to requests from states,” he said.

Since May 1, when the
Shramik Specials were started,
the Railways has operated 800
of these trains.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Thursday
that 386 such trains were sent to
Uttar Pradesh, 206 to Bihar, 67 to
Madhya Pradesh, 44 to
Jharkhand, 18 to Rajasthan,and 7
each to Chhattisgarh and West
Bengal.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee tweeted that
her government had arranged
“105 additional special trains” to
bring back those who want tore-
turn to the state.

Responding to this, Goyal
tweeted: “I feel sad that while
there isaneed for 105 trains/ day
to bring back migrants to WB,
the state is accepting only 105
trains over 30 days.”

13 electrocuted as tractor-trolley
hits electricity pole in Andhra

ENS &PTI
HYDERABAD, AMARAVAT],
MAY 14

AT LEAST 13 farm workers were
electrocuted when a tractor-trol-
ley in which they were travelling
hit an electricity pole and a live
wire fell on them near Macha-
varam village in Prakasam district
of Andhra Pradesh, police said.
Officials said around 30 chilli
field workers were returning to
their homes on the tractor-trolley
when the driver lost control and
hit an electricity. The impact
caused a live high-tension wire to
fall on the tractor, electrocuting at
least nine women and four men.

The others sustained burninjuries.

Prakasam SP Siddharth
Kaushal said the tractor ferrying
the farm workers to a nearby vil-
lage of Raparla hit the pole at a
bend in the road.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy expressed dismay
and ordered the district collector
toensure treatment for the injured
and asked his cabinet colleagues
from the district to visit the fami-
lies of the deceased and injured, a
pressrelease said. He also ordered
Rs 5 lakh as ex-gratia to the kin of
the deceased.

Governor Biswa Bhusan
Harichandan also expressed his
dismay and offered his condo-
lences.
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Careers
National Institute of Technology, Uttarakhand

(An Autonomous Body under the Ministry of Human Resource Development)

Temporary Campus: Govt. ITl, Srinagar, Dist: Pauri Garhwal, Uttarakhand-246174
Website: www.nituk.ac.in, Email: nitukrecruitmentcell@gmail.com

RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION

ADMISSION NOTICE (Session : 2020-21)

SALIENT FEATURES OF AC SPECIAL TRAINS FOR
GENERAL PASSENGERS, STARTING ON OR AFTER

22.5.2020 FOR WHICH RESERVATION OF BERTHS
WILL COMMENCE FROM 15.5.2020

(1) The special trains will have the fare of Rajdhani Express, without
catering charges. Pre-ordered meals will not be available. Also no
linen or blanket will be provided. Passengers are requested to carry
their own food and linen. (2) The booking can be done ONLY
THROUGH IRCTC WEBSITES AND MOBILE APPS. (3) The Advance
Reservation period for these trains is a maximum of 7 days from
date of journey (excluding the date of journey). (4) The train will stop
only at stations indicated in the special time table. (5) There will be
no Current, Tatkal, PremiumTatkal facilities. Booking against SS and
LD quotas (Senior Citizen and Ladies quotas) will be allowed. A few
berths will be available for Divyangjans also. Booking against Freedom
Fighter Pass, Fully reimbursable warrants/vouchers can be done
from the earmarked counter at train terminating/originating stations
and from enroute stations where charts are generated. No counter
tickets will be generated for general passengers through PRS counters.
(6) There will be no RAC passengers. However a limited number of
waitlist for each class will be generated. (7) Normal/extant
cancellation/refund rules (as per Refund rules of 2015) will be
applicable. (8) In case a passenger holding confirmed ticket is found
to be Covid positive during screening at stations by railway personnel,
he/she will not be allowed to travel. In such cases passenger(s) may
obtain full refund by filing online TDR (Ticket Deposit Receipt) within
10 days and submitting the original TDR — with TTE certificate obtained
at the originating station — within 10 days of the Date of journey.
(9) Passengers are requested to wear masks, use hand sanitizers
and maintain social distancing and co-operate with the railway officials
present. (10) Passengers are requested to arrive at least 90 minutes
before departure of the train to enable screening by railway personnel
at stations.

Chief Commercial Manager/PM

EASTERN RAILWAY

INDO-SWISS TRAINING CENTRE
CSIR-Central Scientific Instruments Organisation

(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research,
Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. of India)
Sector 30-C, Chandigarh-160 030

following post(s):

Institute invites online application(s) from the eligible Indian Nationals for the filling up of

S. Name of post(s) Number of post(s) .
No. UR sc OBC | EWS | Total appeared in the Matriculation Examination are also eligible to apply.
1. Professor 03 01 01 - 05 .
2. Associate Professor -- 01 02 01 04
3. Registrar o1 - - - 01 instructions given in Information Brochure-2020.
Total post 04 02 03 o1 10 .

addendum/corrigendum  shall be

Date: 12/05/2020

The applicants may refer the Institute website www.nituk.ac.in for the details of
educational qualification, experience, age, last date for submission of online application and
other terms & conditions for filing up of application(s) for the above post(s).
posted
Applicants/incumbents are requested to visit the Institute website regularly.

The Director, National Institute of Technology, Uttarakhand reserves the right to fill or not fill
any vacancy in the absence of deserving candidate and to cancel application or all
applications without assigning any reasons.

Any

only on the Institute website.

following links:

Director ot s

Online Applications are invited for the following Diploma Courses duly approved by AICTE, New Delhi being
conducted by Indo-Swiss Training Centre (ISTC) at CSIR-CSIO, Chandigarh.

1) 3-Year Diploma in Mechanical Engineering (Tool & Die)

2) 3-Year Diploma in Electronics Engineering

3) 4-Year Advanced Diploma in Die & Mould Making

4) 4-YearAdvanced Diploma in Mechatronics & Industrial Automation

Entrance Test for admission to the courses will be held on 19th July, 2020 (Tentative) at Chandigarh.

« Number of Seats: The total number of seats is 140. (Reservations as per Govt. of India rules).

« Age: Those bornonor after 1st August, 2001 (1st August, 1998 for SC/ST candidates) are eligible to apply.
Qualification: Passed Matriculation or equivalent examination from recognized school/board. Those who have

Entrance Fee: Rs 1200/- for General/OBC and Rs 600/- for SC/ST Candidates. The fee is to be deposited
online/offline through https://www.onlinesbi.com/sbicollect/icollecthome.htm and then apply online as per

Online Application Form along with detailed relevant information is available on the websites www.istc.ac.in or
www.csio.res.in w.e.f. 15-05-2020. Before applying online, the candidates are advised to read instructions
carefully given in Information Brochure-2020 available on websites. Last date for submitting online
application is 15-06-2020 up to 11:59 PM. For further information related to admission, please contact on

Al Phones : 0172-2657811, 2657826 (Ext: 263/419); 0172-2672263
& Telefax : 0172-2657264;Email : principalistc@csio.res.in

o= CELEBRATING 57 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION [t

A . A . L3
www.istc.ac.in or www.csio.res.in

AUGMENTATION OF 02301/02302 HOWRAH-NEW DELHI-
HOWRAH AC SPECIAL TRAIN (DAILY) BY ONE AC 2-TIER COACH

02301/02302 Howrah-New Delhi-Howrah AC Special train will be
augmented by One AC 2-tier coach. Revised load will be

21 coaches w.e.f. from 15.05.2020 from Howrah and from
16.05.2020 from New Delhi.

Chief Passenger Transportation Manager

CASTERN RAILWAY
EXTENSION OF CANCELLATION OF ALL REGULAR

MAIL/EXPRESS TRAINS UPTO 30.06.2020

(1) In continuation of earlier notification it has now been decided to
extend the cancellation of all regular Mail/Express trains upto
30.06.2020. (2) The Shramik Special Trains and Special train services
shall, however, continue to operate. (3) The cancellation and refund
rules will also stand modified for all tickets purchased for journey on
or after 21.03.2020 till resumption of normal service or till further
orders, as follows: A. For trains cancelled by the Railways — (i) For
tickets purchased at PRS counters refund may be claimed upto 6
months from the date of journey(by submitting original ticket).
Passengers can also cancel such counter tickets through 139 or
through IRCTC website and get refund across counters (by submitting
original ticket) within 6 months from the date of journey. (ii) For e-
tickets auto refund will be given in the account. B. For trains NOT
cancelled by railways but Passenger not willing to travel (i) For tickets
purchased at PRS counters passenger(s) can file TDR (Ticket Deposit
Receipt) within 6 months from the date of journey at the station and
submit the detailed TDR within the next 60 days to Chief Claims
Officer/CCM Refund office for getting refund amount, subject to
verification. (ii) For e-tickets online cancellation and refund facility
available. (4) Passengers who have already cancelled their tickets
for the said journey period starting from 21 March, 2020 and wish
to claim full cancellation amount, if deducted, can apply for refund
of balance amount to Chief Claims Officer/CCM Refund of the
concerned zonal railway Headquarters in the prescribed format given
below — through post — within 6 months from the scheduled date of
journey.(5) For e-tickets the refund of the balance amount of
cancellation charge so deducted shall be credited to the account of
the passenger(s) from which the ticket was booked.

Proforma for applying refund of cancellation/clerkage charge
levied on cancellation of counter booked PRS tickets for
journey period from 21.03.2020 to 03.05.2020

To, The Chief Claims Officer/Chief Commercial Managers,

(Name of Zonal Railways).

Sub: Refund of cancellation/clerkage charge levied for counter
booked PRS tickets already cancelled for journey period from
21.03.2020 to 03.05.2020.

Sir/Madam, | have already cancelled my journey tickets on which
cancellation/clerkage charge was levied. Kindly refund the amount
deducted. Details of the tickets are as under : 1. PNR No. (If available)
l.... 2. *Train Name & Number :.... 3. *Date of journey :.... 4. *“Names

.... 1. *Mobile number :.... 8. Date of cancellation of tickets (if known):
.... 9. Amount deducted as cancellation/clerkage for which refund
sought :.... 10. *Bank account details (copy of pass book may be
enclosed) : (a) Name of the account holder :.... (b) Account number:
.... (c) Name of the Bank/Branch : .... (d) IFSC Code :....
Note: Complete details for Fields marked * are mandatory to process
the claim through CRIS. Declaration : The above stated details are
facts known to best of my knowledge. | Sh/Smt/Ms.... hereby certify
that | have not claimed refund till now on the details furnished. If
they are found false | am liable for any action as deemed fit by Indian
Railways.

Signature of the claimant..................... Place and Date

Chief Commercial Manager/PM
EASTERN

RAILWAY
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INVOLVES US ALL

FALLING SHORT

Distress of poor, migrants is greater than relief announced by
government so far promises to address. It needs to do more

N THURSDAY, FINANCE Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled the second

tranche of relief measures to alleviate the stress stemming from the coron-

avirus. While the first set of measures was geared towards ensuring liquid-

ity flow to various parts of the economy, the second aims to ensure food se-
curity for migrants workers, and ease credit flows to the more vulnerable sections of society
— street vendors and small farmers, among others. But though more announcements are
inthe offing, for a country which has gone through the most stringent of lockdowns, with
the thinnest of safety nets, the measures so far lack the required breadth and depth.

To ensure food security for migrants, the government has announced two sets of
measures. First, provision of foodgrains for the next two months — this includes the non-
ration card-holders who are not covered by the national food security act or state schemes.
And second, portability of benefits. This implies that ration card-holders will now be able
to withdraw rations from anywhere in the country, not just their home states. While both
these relief measures are welcome, they have come too late in the day. By the govern-
ment’s own admission, this measure will cover 8 crore migrants. This is a staggering num-
ber. Implementing these measures early on could have averted the painful migrant cri-
sis that has unfolded over the past several weeks. Ensuring food security, some form of
short-term income support to tide over this crisis, could have alleviated their hardship.
Further, if the only plan for migrant workers is to provide them jobs under MGNREGA, then
surely the first step should be to significantly ramp up allocations to the scheme. The ef-
ficacy of measures geared towards ensuring easier access to cheaper credit is also ques-
tionable. For instance, a special credit facility has been set up for over 50 lakh street ven-
dors with an estimated outlay of Rs 5,000 crore. But in a country with well-known
problems of identification of beneficiaries for government schemes, that may not be
enough. The credit linked subsidy scheme for affordable housing has been extended by
another year — but with questions over job/income security, its ability to spur demand
for affordable housing is questionable. There are also contradictory signal over labour
laws. Sitharaman spoke of extending minimum wages, and providing protection to work-
ers, yet at the same time, the Uttar Pradesh government, ruled by the BJP, is in favour of
doing away with all forms of labour protection.

The hurt borne by the most vulnerable in this crisis is likely to be far greater than the
relief measures the government has announced so far can address. Though the govern-
ment has said that measures are still in the offing, the scale of that distress requires it to
do more.

IN EC’S COURT

Setting aside of election in Gujarat by court poses a question it
must respond to seriously and institutionally

MID THE PANDEMIC, a court verdict has delivered a setback of a different

kind to the Gujarat government, and to the Election Commission of India. In

arare step on Tuesday, the Gujarat High Court set aside the election in 2017

of Bhupendrasinh Chudasama, minister with multiple portfolios in the Vijay
Rupani government, from Dholka constituency, and upheld the contention of the peti-
tioner, his Congress rival in that election, that it was conducted in violation of the poll code.
The court ruling was strikingly stern and strong: It spoke of 429 “illegally” rejected and
excluded postal ballots when the margin of victory was a slender 327, of an “unholy nexus”,
“manipulation of record”, and “corrupt practice”, which gave an unfair advantage to the win-
ning candidate and materially affected the result. The High Court verdict is set to be chal-
lenged in the Supreme Court, but it lends weight to allegations of misuse of government
machinery to influence an election. And it places in the dock the Returning Officer, Dholka’s
deputy collector, Dhaval Jani. In the verdict’s aftermath, the EC has constituted a three-
member Committee of Officers and has spoken of disciplinary proceedings against the
RO being underway. But that, surely, cannot be the end of the embarrassment.

The Election Commission is deservedly feted as the independent and impartial mon-
itor of a poll process of staggering complexity in a large and diverse country. Over the years,
ithas earned its place at the top of the heap of India’s most trusted institutions. Yet, it is also
true that its stature and standing calls for constant vigilance by the poll monitor against
every and any breach of due poll process. That an election has been held invalid by the
courtis an indictment that needs to be addressed seriously, and institutionally. This is es-
pecially important in times when politics is becoming more confrontational, and when the
ECis coming under increasing fire for feeble interventions that are heard less and less.

The EC's rebuke and reprimand even for violations of the legally un-enforceable Model
Code of Conduct matter because of its formidable reputation for fairness. Any signs of in-
stitutional weakening or sloth — in the recent Uddhav Thackeray election case, it report-
edly took a call from the chief minister to the prime minister and then the governor’s in-
tervention to prod the EC to hold an election that was necessary to avert a political crisis
— must be guarded against. The EC must act, and be seen to act, to ensure that the aber-
ration in Gujarat remains just that.

A METEOR CALLED DING

If he manages to dethrone Carlsen, China’s emergence in the
game it had once banned would be complete

AST OCTOBER, CHINA'’S World No 3 Ding Liren defeated world champion

Magnus Carlsen in a dramatic play-off to capture the prestigious Sinquefield

Cup in St Louis, strengthening the growing impression that the 26-year-old

can challenge the Norwegian'’s global crown in 2020. The pandemic has put
the prospect on hold, but by claiming the FIDE Online Nations Cup, China has asserted its
credentials as a global superpower in chess, a game it had ironically banned in the incip-
ient years of communist rule. The victory was a reflection of China’s real depth and qual-
ity, a triumph of the long-term strategy, Big Dragon, designed to make the country one
of the leading chess powers by 2010.

Barring the men’s world crown, they have conquered vast areas of the 64-square board
for the last decade. Hou Yifan, just the second woman after Judit Polgar to crack the list
of the world’s top 100 players and the youngest ever world champion, has been sitting atop
the women'’s grid for the better part of the last five years. In the top 15, she has four com-
patriots for company. Like in badminton and table tennis, women'’s chess has become a
field of Chinese expertise. And unlike several western countries, China has thrived on
home-grown and not assembled talent, by investing in people and spreading opportu-
nity across the country. Yifan grew up in a remote county town in Jiangsu Province; Ding
ina small town in China’s eastern province of Zhejiang.

The men’s circuit, though, was more difficult to crack. For several years, players with
promise emerged from China but entering the top 10 proved difficult. Then came Ding,
whose rise to World No 3 was as meteoric as it was spectacular. Barely a passing mention
till 2017, he improved rapidly in the last three years, beguiling his adversaries and friends
with a smile and an incredibly attacking game. If Ding manages to dethrone Carlsen,
China’s emergence in the game it had once banned would be complete.

N

The credit lifeline

Fund for MSMEs will ease credit. But government
may have to scale up support in coming months

NEELKANTH MISHRA

THE BATTLE AGAINST the virus is likely to
last several more months, implying pro-
longed curtailment of economic activity to
ensure social distancing. The resultant eco-
nomic pain has been, and is likely to be,
broad-based, though it is most acutely felt
by the indigent and small-scale enterprises.
Notonly is it necessary to support the worst-
affected, but it is also necessary to preserve
India’s economic growth potential, so that,
once the restrictions are lifted, the economy
quickly reverts to a rapid growth trajectory.
The first package (‘How to minimise the
damage’, [E, March 28) announced by the
Union government focused on the poor, and
the second rightly focuses on providing
credit to smaller enterprises.

While assessing policy measures during
the lockdown, where stimulating new ac-
tivity has limited value, we believe there are
two over-arching principles one must keep
in mind. One, the flow of funds slows with
economic activity; and two, firms do not go
bankrupt because of insolvency, but because
of lack of access to funds (also called liquid-
ity). Policymakers the world over are pulling
out all stops to make sure that the flow of
credit continues. Of the Rs 20-lakh-crore
economic support announced by the Prime
Minister on May 12, we have details for
about Rs 16 lakh crore. Monetary and finan-
cial interventions taken by the government
and the RBI to provide credit to those who
need it make up more than 90 per cent of it.

Most of the measures announced by the
RBI earlier have not had the desired effect,
with the quantum of cheap funds being
made available being more or less the same
as the increase in the amount being de-
posited in the RBI every night by banks.
Heightened risk aversion in banks has
meant that just reducing the cost of funds
had noimpact on the volume and cost of the
credit they provided. At this stage of the cy-
cle, this is not surprising.

The series of measures announced to
provide credit support to the micro, small
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) attempts
to address this gap. We believe the largest
of these schemes is likely to be the most ef-
fective, particularly as it comes without too

The natural limitation to
policy interventions thus far
is that they only affect
enterprises in the formal
sector and in agriculture: As
we are talking about
taxpayer funds and formal
savings, it may be unfair to
allocate them to informal
enterprises. Such measures
(or say if the government
provides GST credits for
liquidity support) may be
incentives for firms to
formalise, but the painin
informal non-agricultural
enterprises may stay
unaddressed, and remain an
overhang on growth.

many conditions. For standard MSMEs (that
is, those that have been servicing their loans
so far), new loans up to 20 per cent of the
current outstanding credit will be fully back-
stopped by the government. That s, if there
is a default, the government will pay the
bank. We expect this to drive immediate
credit creation, as guarantees are available
only for loans extended in the next six
months, lenders have zerorisk, and the bor-
rowers are most likely stressed and would
want these funds. It is possible if not likely
that firms will use these loans to just pay in-
terestand cover losses, but if so, thatin a way
is the purpose of this scheme — the govern-
ment absorbing losses upfront rather than
the (likely larger) lost taxes and potential
bank bailouts if there is a bankruptcy. For
the government, the costs of this guarantee
would be spread over several years, with at
most 10 per cent incurred in this fiscal year.

The two schemes together, targeting to
provide Rs 75,000 crore of liquidity to non-
banking finance companies (NBFCs), may
be abit less successful, however, in our view.
The special purpose vehicle that is to pro-
vide liquidity to NBFCs provides funds for
three months at a time, may be enough to
prevent accidents (like an NBFC defaulting
due to lack of liquidity). But it may not suf-
fice to get them to grow. The partial credit
guarantee given to banks’ loans to NBFCs
may be more effective for a subset of NBFCs,
but as it is only available to public sector
banks, it would depend on their willingness
and ability to extend new loans.

The Rs 50,000 crore fund to provide eq-
uity for MSMEs, with a corpus of Rs 10,000
crore being provided by the government,
which would then be leveraged, is an interest-
ing initiative. Losses incurred in the current
lockdown are depleting risk capital, some-
thing that the country was short of even be-
fore this crisis. Replenishing if not growing
thatis paramount to restoring India’s growth
potential. While global as well as local private
equity and venture capital funds would con-
tinue to explore and invest in smaller firms,
such a fund can scale up the funds availabil-
ity significantly. Its efficacy though can be
judged only after details emerge on the na-

ture of the fund (like its duration, the investors
itraises funds from), as well as how it would
operate. Asharpincrease in credit to farmers,
through Kisan Credit Cards (extended to live-
stock farmers and fishermen) as well as spe-
cial loans, should also help funds flow in the
economy by increasing the quantum of new
bank credit.

The natural limitation of the policy in-
terventions thus far is that they only affect
enterprises in the formal sector and in agri-
culture. As we are talking about taxpayer
funds and formal savings, it may be unfair
to allocate them to informal enterprises.
Such measures (or say if the government
provides GST credits for liquidity support)
may be incentives for firms to formalise, but
the painin informal non-agricultural enter-
prises may stay unaddressed, and remain an
overhang on growth.

While less than 10 per cent of the an-
nouncements thus far has been the fiscal
cost, the remaining 4 lakh crores of the eco-
nomic package may have a greater fiscal el-
ement, though at this stage it appears un-
likely. One senses a fiscal caution in
government measures that in our view is
overdone, and could hurt more than it helps.
By pre-announcing the additional bond is-
suance for the year, and giving an implicit
assurance that additional deficits would be
financed separately, bond market volatility
has been minimised. Even though that po-
tentially means the RBI purchasing govern-
mentbonds, the rupee has been remarkably
stable — there was fear that fiscal spending
financed by the central bank would be
frowned upon and drive currency weakness.

The road ahead remains unclear, but it is
likely that the economic damage is already
much larger than the measures undertaken
so far.Itis best to see this as the beginning of
government action. The scale of government
intervention may have to intensify in the
coming months. We believe a continued fo-
cus on reforms and on sustaining India’s
growth potential will be critical in prevent-
ing macroeconomic instability.

The writer is co-head of Asia Pacific Strategy
and India Strategist for Credit Suisse

I AM MORE LEFT THAN YOU THINK

Many who claim to be leftist feel only they should have freedom of speech, nobody else

SADHGURU

I AM FAR more “left” than people can
imagine, but [ am not crazy left, where you
make sure people are left out of all devel-
opmentand all possibilities. My idea of left
is a more fair and just administration. I say
“more” because there is no such thing asan
absolutely fair and just society. All we can
create is a society where things are largely
happening in a fair manner, and if people
are not equal, at least they have equal op-
portunity.

What left means is your life is not about
yourself; your life is about the community.
The Isha Yoga Center is a commune — in a
way, it is a communist arrangement.
Nobody is asking how much you have, your
religion, caste, where you come from, who
your father is. We will treat you like we treat
everyone else. If you rise and show some
special qualities, we will honour that as
well. Communism means everyone is shar-
ing and living together. For instance, you are
willing to give away your phone to some-
one who does not have one, or at least share
it with your neighbour because, after all,
you are a party member. In the Yoga Center
we do such things effortlessly. This is ab-
solute left.

But the people who claim they are “left”
are not living like that. Many are just living
in their own home, talking left philosophy.

You have the right to protest
for sure, but you do not have
the right to disrupt even one
citizen’s life. You have no
right to block the road, cut
off the water or electricity or
whatever else. You must ask
for permission, find an area,
sit there and protest.

Their lifestyle, opinions and attitude do
not show that they are left or liberal.
One aspect of this is that they feel only t
hey should have freedom of speech and
nobody else. Liberal means whatever is
inmy heart [ will speak, and you should lis-
ten and tell me what is wrong with it.
You cannot point out one thing and
just say, “No, I do not like it.” That will
not work.

If you believe that your opinion is much
more sacred than the people’s will ina dem-
ocratic society, then you have a fundamen-
tal problem. When a majority of the people
electa government, even if you do not per-
sonally like it, it is still your government. It
is not someone else’s government. For me,
thisis India’s government and I will support
it. Not because [ am someone’s fan or be-
cause of any political ideology, but simply
because [am a citizen of India. The country
is offering a certain order, facilities and fun-
damentals for us to live and work. For that,
I will abide by whatever the government
says by law.

You can vote against a Bill in Parliament,
you can express what you think is wrong
with it. If we have some concerns about a
certain law, we can say, “this is our concern,
please fix it”. Butit s still the government’s
choice whether they want to fix it or go

ahead withit. So then you say: “I will take to
the streets — my right to protest.” You have
the right to protest for sure, but you do not
have the right to disrupt even one citizen’s
life. You have no right to block the road, cut
off the water or electricity or whatever else.
You must ask for permission, find an area, sit
there and protest. The democratic process
has enough proper platforms where you
can protest.

If you do not agree with the law, there is
a court where you can go. If it is in any way
illegal, it will get knocked down. But if it is
legal and you still do not like it, you must
strive hard to win the next election — that is
the only way you can do it in a democratic
country. Many people are not able to digest
this simple fact. They do not have the nec-
essary commitment to work for five years
and somehow win the election next time.
They just want to sit at home, wine and dine
all their life but protest about everything
that the government does. You cannot lose
the election and pass the laws. If the losers
want to pass laws and carry the trophy; it is
not fair.

The writer is founder, Isha Foundation.
He was conferred the Padma Vibhushan
by the Government of India

in2017
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AAGSP THREATS

WITH THE ULTIMATUM on the foreigners’
issue due to expire, the All-Assam Gana
Sangram Parishad (AAGSP) made what it
called a last-minute appeal to the govern-
ment to come forward with an “acceptable
and constitutional” solution before expiry of
deadline failing which, it said, “appropriate
action would have to be taken”. The Parishad,
in a statement issued in Gauhati, said it was
waiting for some meaningful response from
the government “at this last minute”. If the
government does not act as demanded, it
warned, then the people will have to take
some appropriate measures towards fulfil-
ment of the goal.

MANIPUR MILITARY AID
THE MANIPUR GOVERNMENT is likely
to seek military aid to stem the near-insur-
gency situation prevailing in the Manipur
Valley, it was learnt through reliable official
sources. The state government plans to have
almost half of the Valley declared a dis-
turbed area under Section 3 of the Armed
Forces (Assam and Manipur) Special
Powers Act. Official sources said the gov-
ernment had prepared a case for recom-
mending the invocation of the Armed
Forces Act of 1953. The recommendation
will be forwarded to Shillong within a day
or two, the chief minister, Dorendra Singh,
told UNL

BANNING STRIKES

AN ORDINANCE GIVING wide powers to the
Maharashtra government to ban strikes in
essential services has been promulgated by
the president. The ordinance provides for ar-
rest without warrant of anyone suspected of
having committed an offence under it and
seizure of vehicles used by him/her. Anyone
participating in an illegal strike is liable to a
jailterm of upto six months and a fine of upto
Rs 200 besides disciplinary action by the em-
ployer. It lays down severe punishment for
those instigating strikes or giving financial
support to strikers. This category may in-
clude labour leaders who are liable to impris-
onment upto ayear and fine of upto Rs 1,000.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The best way of striking a balance between commerce and safety is to commit
seriously to a mass test and trace regime, as countries from Germany to South

Korea are doing. Sadly, Westminster’

short.”

s efforts in that direction have fallen far

— THEGUARDIAN

Things not to do in a pandemic

You cannot replace the invisible hand of the market with the visible hand of the bureaucrat and the police,

ECONOMIC GRAFFITI
BY KAUSHIK BASU

THERISK OF COVID-19 is widely misread. This
is causing a fear psychosis and can do great
harm to the economy, creating shortages in
food and essential services. All over Europe
and in many East Asian nations, people have
come to grips with the fact that we may have
to live and function alongside COVID-19 for
some time to come. In contrast, several devel-
oping nations, especially in Africa and South
Asia, remain shuttered and closed.

My argument is not about how risk-
averse we should be but the need to be con-
sistent in our response. The stress of the pan-
demic is often robbing us of consistency. In
India, roughly 10,000 people die from
malaria each year, and close to 200,000 are
killed in road accidents. But every time we
go out for astroll, we do not worry about con-
tracting malaria or being hit by a car.

There is literature in psychology on
“salience”. Depending on how saliently a
piece of information is presented to people,
rational responses can be drowned out. If, for
instance, accounts of COVID deaths are pre-
sented in vivid detail while the risk faced by
a driver not wearing a seat belt is given in
pure numbers and relegated to the back
pages of our newspapers, people will per-
ceive the two risks differently. This is hap-
pening in a big way today, especially because
we live in the age of social media, and instant
news.

Much of the pandemic data from the rich
countries are presented without correction
for population size. This is causing people in
populous regions like Asia and Africa to mis-
read the risk. Thus, many Indians may panic
on learning that more than 2,500 people have
died of COVID in the country while the virus
has claimed less than 1,500 people inIreland.
But correct these figures for population size,
and the risk of an individual dying by COVID
inlIreland is about 260 times greater than in
India. These kinds of differences in risk exist
not just between Ireland and India, but all of
Europe and North America compared to all
of Africa and Asia.

Some will counter my analysis by argu-
ing that I am discounting the future. Is it not
possible that Africa and Asia are on the brink
of ahuge surge? And in that case, should we
not lockdown our economies totally? The an-
swer to the first question is yes, and the sec-
ond no. Let me explain. About the future, at
the best of times, we know little. COVID-19
is new, and so we know even less. The pan-
demic could slowly go down, remain flat, or
surge into a mega pandemic. We cannot rule
out any of these situations, but that should
not mean that we always think of the worst-
case scenario and live by that. By that reason-
ing, nations should have locked down their
economies even before Wuhan happened.
After all, the risk of new viruses has been
known for a while. On April 27, 2018, at an
event organised by the Massachusetts
Medical Society, Bill Gates and several oth-
ers warned us of the possibility of a new virus
and pandemic. By the reasoning some people
are using now, economies should have been

shut down then. Clearly, Gates was not sug-
gesting that. He was urging for more research
and better health preparedness. Moreover,
by focusing on the worst-case scenario, we
are ignoring why the risk of COVID fatality is,
in general, several hundred times lower in all
of Africa and Asia compared to Europe and
North America. The lower risk may well be
rooted in past illnesses and, therefore, re-
silience, in these regions.

This is not to deny that there are some ir-
responsible leaders in the world, such as
Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro, who have gone to the
other extreme by ignoring all scientific evi-
dence and treating COVID-19 like the com-
mon cold. Luckily, we have outstanding lead-
ers, like Germany’s Angela Merkel and
France’s Emmanuel Macron, who are re-
minding people of the risks of the pandemic
but also pointing out to them that we have
to take the hard decision of unwinding from
the lockdown and enabling the economy to
function.

Even though there has been a worrying
outflow of capital from India over the last two
months, there is hope in the country because
several corporate leaders, senior bureaucrats,
and some political leaders, across ideologi-
cal lines, have begun speaking up in recent
days, showing awareness that a protracted
lockdown can do more harm than good. We
also have remarkable examples of good prac-
tice — most strikingly in Kerala, which is
talked about all over the world, but also in
some other areas such as Delhi.

But there are many countries which are
running big risks of ending up with major
economic setbacks. Argentina is a case in
point. The country is not completely to blame
for the situation it is in now. Argentina is
about to be declared in debt default by its pri-
vate international lenders, who have shown
an unfortunate lack of empathy in the midst
of the pandemic. But some of Argentina’s
problems are because of the country’s over-
zealousness in shutting down the economy
and mobility in the mistaken view that this
will save lives.

When it comes to the economy, the ques-
tion is not whether or not there should be a
lockdown but what kind of a lockdown.
There is growing evidence that we can cre-
ate a few social-interaction rules, such as no

telling people what to do and doling out money and food

‘When it comes to the
economy, the question is not
whether or not there should
be a lockdown but what kind
of alockdown. There is
growing evidence that we can
create a few social-interaction
rules, such as no large
gatherings, buses, and trains
running but with limits on
the number of people
allowed in each
compartment, planes with
alternate seats vacant. This
will mean a rise in fares but
that is a price we will have to
pay. The government can
shield the poor with directed
subsidies. We will need new
staff to manage this, which
will also create jobs.

CR Sasikumar

large gatherings, buses and trains running
but with limits on the number of people al-
lowed in each compartment, planes with al-
ternate seats vacant. This will mean arise in
fares but that is a price we will have to pay.
The government can shield the poor with di-
rected subsidies. We will need new staff to
manage this, which will also create jobs.
When someone contracts coronavirus we
should ensure that the household concerned
follows quarantine rules, instead of shutting
down awhole area or a housing complex. In
western nations and in East Asia, there is now
alot of writing about opening schools (some
have already done it), because otherwise we
can damage the nation’s human capital and
long-run growth. I would not take this stepin
India at this time but take a decision some-
time in June when we have even more evi-
dence. And, we need to work relentlessly on
testing and contact-tracing. This will enable
ustodoa curated lockdown ina much more
effective way, cutting down the risk of capi-
tal flight and economic crash.

Economists have written about the need
for governments to allocate more money to
help workers, migrants, and small informal
businesses. This is absolutely essential.
However, this is also time to recognise that
the economy is an unbelievably complex or-
ganism. One critical factor that allows it to
survive and flourish is the invisible hand of
the market, which has evolved over thou-
sands of years. The market’s invisible hand
enables collaboration among millions of in-
dividuals each taking his or her own decision
concerning what to produce, and what to
buy. If the market is brought to a halt through
excessive control, there is no way you can re-
place the invisible hand with the visible hand
of the bureaucrat and the police, telling peo-
ple what to do and doling out money and
food. It was Deng Xiaoping's recognition of
this in the late 1970s that enabled China’s
economy to flourish. These are challenging
times but it is important for emerging na-
tions in Africa and Asia to be aware that a
controlled economy and society is a recipe
for disaster.

The writer is C Marks Professor at Cornell
University and former Chief Economist and
Senior Vice President, World Bank

Schooling in times of corona
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“I HOPE MY children have eaten today.” “I
called all 35 children from my class yester-
day.I could not get through to three of them.
Hope they are fine.” “Rahul barely sits for 10
minutes in one place. I wonder how he is
coping with confinement. I hope he is not
stepping out.” These were the remarks of the
Delhi government teachers whom we called
for their views on how to support the learn-
ing of children during the lockdown.

Next, we called a few parents. One of
them asked, “When will she get her text-
books?” “Every year she gets her books for
the next class in April, but this year we don’t
know whether she is in a new class. When
will she start going to school?” Another par-
entwas abitworried: “My son wanted to join
engineering college after school. With so
many days of schooling lost, will he get
enough time to prepare?”

In another time, whether the child has
eaten or not would have been the concern of
parents, and if the child is learning well, a
concern of teachers. But not anymore. This
distinction has blurred during the lockdown.
Everyone is worried about the well-being of
children. Therefore, any teaching-learning
approach has to be imbued with care, con-
cern,and compassion. Itis in this context that
the Delhi government launched its initiative,
“Parenting in the time of corona”. It seeks to
combine the role of parents and teachers and

encourage them to step into each other’s
shoes.

Ageneric “happiness class for family” was
introduced for all children and their families.
For about a fortnight, government teachers
conducted daily online classes on two dis-
tinct components of the happiness curricu-
lum — the practice of mindfulness and self-
reflection through stories and activities. Daily
viewership of these classes on social media
platforms averaged about 40,000.

To ensure the continuous learning of chil-
dren in Delhi’s government-run schools, a
twofold strategy has been adopted. One, for
younger children up to class eight, using a
non-internet based approach and second, for
older children, in classes nine to 12 using the
internet.

For younger children, the government
aligned its approach with two ongoing pro-
grammes in schools — happiness classes and
Mission Buniyaad. Information on daily ac-
tivities, generic and specific, is sent through
SMS and IVR (interactive voice response) to
parents. Mission Buniyaad involves parents
helping children in reading, writing, and ba-
sic arithmetic. Happiness activities support
the emotional well-being of children and en-
courage them to self-reflect and think criti-
cally. We use SMS because nearly 40 per cent
of children in elementary classes do not have
access to smartphones and IVR can enable

even non-literate parents in facilitating the
recommended activities. Nearly 5.7 lakh par-
ents get these messages every day.

Nearly 68 per cent of the students in
higher classes have access to a smartphone
—amore staggered and online approach has
been adopted for them. As soon as a child
joins class 12, preparation for the board ex-
ams or competitive exams begins.
Considering this, live online classes were in-
troduced with the help of a technology part-
ner, Career Launcher. Within two weeks,
nearly 81 per cent of the likely class 12 batch,
with smartphones, were offered registration.
Online classes are conducted in 11 subjects
by a lead teacher for each subject. Three co-
teachers, who assist the lead teacher, keep a
tab on the questions of students in the chat-
box and prompt the lead teacher to respond.
The handholding of the teachers by the tech-
nology partner has enabled about 60 teach-
ers to transition from the classroom to screen
teaching. The confidence of these teachers
has thrown open the possibility for the Delhi
government to consider creating its own on-
line teaching platform.

After careful analysis of the examination
results of the last academic year, it was found
that in class 10, nearly 26 per cent students
failed in math — the highest among all sub-
jects. To address this, online math teaching
for class 9 was introduced in partnership

with the internationally-renowned Khan
Academy. Students join the class by clicking
a link, sent to them through SMS, to reach
the video shortlisted as per the lesson plan.
After each lesson, students take an online test
to assess if they have understood the con-
cept. For students of classes 10 and 12, wait-
ing for the completion of the remaining
board exams and results, an online spoken
English and personality development course
hasbeenintroduced in partnership with the
British Council and Macmillan Education.

A weekly live review by the Education
Minister of Delhi with students, parents, and
teachers helped in deepening the engage-
ment and evolution of the approach. The
Delhi government now plans to telecast its
classes as per the lesson plan of its schools
on free-to-air TV channels. Suggestions from
students, parents, teachers, and principals
have been invited to develop a protocol for
school education after the lockdown.

The lockdown could not have been antic-
ipated. However, in retrospect, this crisis has
given us an opportunity to usherinanew era
of learning, one that is based on the funda-
mental principles of schooling — care, con-
cern, and compassion.

The writer is principal advisor to Director
Education at Directorate of Education,
Government of Delhi

Recover and
shield

Anapproach that capitalises on the realities
of thevirusand the virtues of India

SHITI) KAPUR

FOR THE LAST four weeks, I have had the
privilege of leading over a hundred of
Australia’s brightest medical scientists,
economists and political scientists to de-
velop a report called the “Roadmap to
Recovery”. It outlines two options for
Australia — elimination of the virus, or con-
trolled adaptation to it. | have wondered
whether these options make sense for
India, but neither of these approaches will
work for India: The country needs to pio-
neer its own pragmatic way.

Australia is a small country of 26 mil-
lion people spread across a vast continent
with a well-developed health system. This
makes elimination possible. In fact, five re-
gions in Australia have successfully elimi-
nated the virus already and now have ex-
tensive testing to certify that. In a country
of India’s scale and size, and limited health-
care resources, the elimination of COVID is
not possible anymore. India will have to live
withit.

The rest of Australia is now going for
“controlled adaptation” where the virus is
suppressed to very low levels. Australia
right now has 10-20 new cases aday, and it
is hoped that it will be held at this level
while gradually releasing restrictions. To
achieve this, one needs a precise handle on
the total number of cases and extensive
testing. I fear none of these conditions ap-
ply to India.

India currently reports approximately
3,000 cases aday and has relatively limited
testing. The London School of Hygiene es-
timates that the real number in India is
closerto2,00,000 total cases, and rising fast.
Even if India wishes to hold the numbers
to this level, the scale of testing required for
finely tuned relaxation of social distancing
isin the range of 10,000 to 20,000 per mil-
lion. India currently stands at 700 per mil-
lion. India would have to increase its testing
by a factor of 20. No country can do that in
the next few weeks.

The lives versus livelihood trade-off for
India is not the same as that for Western
nations. A study done by Barnett-Howell
and Mobarak of the Yale University School
of management shows how the cost-ben-
efit trade-off of social distancing makes
good sense in Western nations while in na-
tions like India, using local costs and local
values, the returns are meagre. Social dis-
tancing in countries like the US and
Germany delivers economic returns more
than 10 times greater than the returns for
countries like India. So, why is India follow-
ing the same prescription?

We need our own approach that capi-

talises on the realities of the virus and the
virtues of India. First, it is becoming clear
that the fatality rate of the virus is much
lower than it appears. Antibody studies in
Italy, Germany, California and New York
show that for every one case recorded in
the system, there may be five-10 others
who have immunity. In all likelihood, they
got theirimmunity from very mild or silent
infections. If confirmed, this has two impli-
cations. First, the virus is too widespread to
allow for controlled suppression in India,
and that the virus is not as fatal as has been
initially assumed.

Add to that, COVID-19is much less dan-
gerous, almost 20 times less dangerous, for
those under the age of 50. Three-quarters of
Indians are under 50, and they account for
more than 80 per cent of its productivity.
They are the ones who earn to support the
young and the old. India’s under-50 could
thus “recover” back from social distancing
into productive employment.

“Recover” does not mean back to nor-
mal. It means a large-scale return to work
but with a few practical conditions: No
physical contact, everyone wears home-
made masks, places of employment pro-
vide water and soap and require disinfec-
tion three times a day, maintain “arm span”
distance where practical; amplify in the
media the three major symptoms of COVID
and provide advice on self-isolation if any
two of those three present; and, testing and
tracing where possible. No large parties, no
large gatherings. A simple message, posted
all over the country.

While allowing this, one would selec-
tively “shield” the elderly, the vulnerable
and those who feel particularly at risk. They
should continue to practise social distanc-
ing as they do now, and should use face
masks and “arm span” when interacting
with the young.

Modelling studies by the London School
of Hygiene show that such an approach of
“recover and shield” for countries like India
could achieve the benefits of an early eco-
nomic recovery, and dramatically decrease
the number of cases requiring hospitalisa-
tion and deaths. Indeed, the number of
deaths in India could be held to less than
those lost every year from smoking and air
pollution.

India could use its sophisticated system
of collecting data by districts and zoning
them by COVID cases to implement this
model in stages, comparing districts as it
goes along, refining the method and shar-
ing it with the rest of the world.

The strategies of the West will not work
for India, nor for the other low and middle-
income countries. Following them will lead
toan economic and humanitarian disaster.
With its own version of “recover and
shield”, India can pioneer a better way. And
it does not have to wait. It can start tomor-
Tow.

The writer is dean of the faculty of
medicine, dentistry and health sciences at
The University of Melbourne

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DANGEROUS AUGURY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Justice
deferred’ (IE, May 14). The Supreme
Court’s referral of the restoration of 4G
services in Jammu & Kashmirissue toa
special committee isn’t surprising.
Since the abrogation of Article 370, the
SC has been dragging its feet on the
many contentious issues emanating
thereafter. If judiciary too starts using
national security as a pretext to forsake
its duty of protecting people’s rights,
thenitdoesn’t augur well for the future.

Kamna Chhabra, Gurugram

MIGRANTS FIRST

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The first
tranche’ (IE, May 13). Rhetoricand buzz-
words need to be replaced with action
onground. The need of the houris to at-
tend to the lakhs of migrant labourers
who are on roads, suffering emotional
and physical pain. They should be im-
mediately transported to their homes
and given some money. Else, the vast
workforce, movers of our economy, will
lose faith in the state.

RD Singh, Ambala

IMMUNITY GAMBLE

THISREFERSTO the article, The cure that
lasts’(IE, May 14). Herd immunity is not
something India should not wait for. In
the process of developing herd immu-
nity, many lives could be lost as India’s
inadequate healthcare facilitieswon’t be
able to bear the burden of increased
COVID cases. The best solution, there-
fore, is a gradual opening of lockdown,
with strict measures of social distancing
in place till a vaccine is available.
Dimpy Bhatia, Delhi
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STATES’ CALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Heed the
difference’ (IE, May 13). Staggered eas-
ing of lockdown measures is best left to
the states. Centre may spell out policies
to fight the pandemic and revive the
economy, but states should be given the
leeway to respond to the ground situa-
tion as per the former’s guidelines.
Kamna Chhabra, Gurugram

JUST NOT ENOUGH

THIS REFERS TO the report, “Rs 1000
crore for welfare of poor, migrant labour
from PM CARES” (IE, May 13). We don't
know how much money there is in the
PMCARES fund. But the declared amount
of Rs 1,000 crore for the poor migrants is
peanuts. An estimate suggests there are
more than 12 crore migrant labourers in
India. So, it comes to less than Rs 100 per
labourer. It may work for a headline, but
inreality the amount is nothing.

Anil Kumar Jain, Jaipur
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President to
forego 30% pay,
announces
austerity steps

New Delhi: President Ram Nath
Kovind Thursday announced that
he would forego 30 per cent of his
salary forayear. He has already do-
nated his March salary to the PM
CARES fund and also decided to
defer purchase of the Presidential
Limousine which was to be used
for ceremonial occasions.

A statement issued by
Rashtrapati Bhawan said “this
will be a small but significant con-
tribution to realise the govern-
ment’s vision of making India
self-reliant (Atmanirbhar) and
energise the nation to take up the
challenge to fight the pandemic...”

According to the statement,
no new capital work will be
taken up in the current financial
year and minimum mainte-
nance work will be carried out.

Vice-President M Venkaiah
Naidu had announced last
month that he will forego 30 per
cent of his salary till normalcy is
restored. The Rajya Sabha secre-
tariat has identified ways to save
about Rs 60 crore for this finan-
cial year through various meas-
ures. The Vice-President’s secre-
tariat is targeting a total saving

of Rs 80 crore. ENS
CBSE gives
second chance to

students who
failed class IX, XI

New Delhi: Students of class IXand
Xlwhofailed to clear their final ex-
aminations will be givenachance
to reappear, Central Board of
Secondary Education announced
asaone-time relief measure amid
the Covid-19 crisis.

“Children are confined at
home. Their schools are closed.
They are experiencing mental
stress and anxiety. Parents are
worried about salaries, health of
family etc. In this difficult time,
children who have notbeenable
to clear school examinations will
be even more upset,” read a
statement by Controller of
Examinations Sanyam Bhardwaj.

The board said that the school-
based test can be taken by students
irrespective of the number of sub-
jects they have failed in, the num-
ber of times they have attempted
the exam, and whether or not the
exams have been completed or re-
sults released yet. The board said
schools may conduct offline, on-
line or other innovative tests as
they deem fit,but added that stu-
dents must be given sufficient
time to prepare forthese.  ENS

UP: 6 killed as bus hits Bihar Ag cases rise, margina

migrants walking home

AMILBHATNAGAR
NOIDA, MAY 14

AFATHER-SON duo were among
six people who were killed when
agroup of migrant workers, who
were walking from Haryana to
their villages in Bihar, were al-
legedly hit by a speeding UPSRTC
bus on the Muzaffarnagar-
Saharanpur state highway in
Muzaffarnagar district.

Four others were injured in
the accident late on Wednesday.
Two of them were taken to
Meerut for treatment.

“We were told by local resi-
dents that these people were mi-
grants who were walking. Six
people were declared brought
dead after being rushed to the
hospital. The accused driver,
Rajveer, was drinking and driv-
ing and has been arrested for
death due to negligence,” said
Anil Kaparvan, SHO of Kotwali
police station in Muzaffarnagar.

The accused hails from
Firozabad district.

The deceased have been
identified as Harek Singh (51),

9 UP workers
killed in MP

Bhopal: Nine migrant
workers from UP were
killed and 54 injured
when a truck carrying
labourers collided with a
bus near Guna bypass in
Madhya Pradesh early
Thursday. The truck car-
rying 65 people — most of
them workers — from
Mumbai was on its way
toUnnaoin Uttar Pradesh
while the bus was return-
ing from Bhind to Ahme-
dabad after dropping pas-
sengers. The bus driver
was among those injured
and a case has been filed
against him as the bus
was on the wrong side,
police said. ENS

his son Vikas (22), Guddu (18),
Vasudev (22), Harish Sahni (48)
and Virendra (28).

Virendra was from Patna and

Guddu was from Bhojpur while
the rest were from Gopalganj
district.

The bus, registered at UP-
SRTC Mathura depot, had earlier
travelled from Agra to Sahar-
anpur after dropping off a group
of migrants stranded in another
district, police said. The empty
bus was due to make a journey
back home whenitallegedly ran
over the group near Ghalauli
checkpost around 10.30 pm.

According to survivors, the
migrants had set out from
Kharera in Haryana on Sunday
and taken rest at an ashram in
Saharanpur a day before the ac-
cident. They had covered a few
kilometres on Wednesday when
the incident took place.

Taking cognizance of the in-
cident, UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath announced compen-
sation of Rs 2 lakh each to the
families of the deceased and Rs
50,000 each to those of the in-
jured. He also ordered the
Saharanpur authorities to probe
the matter and arrange for the
bodies to be taken to their re-
spective homes.

Migrant workers and their families wait for medical screening in Chandigarh before
boarding a bus for the railway station for their journey home, on Thursday. jasbir Malhi

Buses not in sight, people protest, throw
stones in MP town near state border

MILIND GHATWAI
BHOPAL, MAY 14

HUNDREDS OF people headed
for their homes in northern states
like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar from
Maharashtra, and transiting thr-
ough Madhya Pradesh, on Thur-
sday protested on the highway at
Bijasan Ghat in MP’s Barwani dis-
trict when they thought there
were no more buses to take them
on the journey forward.

Afew people reportedly thr-
ew stones at policemen in frus-
tration. There were no reports of

any injury, and the situation was
soon brought under control, of-
ficials said.

Avideo clip circulating on so-
cial media showed police using
force to discipline the migrant
workers after they pelted stones
and tried to block the highway.

Barwani District Collector
Amit Tomar said the tension did
not last long, and that the road
has been cleared.

The incident comes a week
after people blocked the highway
in Barwani after being denied
permission to enter MP from
Mabharashtra. Bijasan Ghat is the

entry point from Maharashtra to
MP.

Tomar told The Indian Express
that the number of people who
entered MP from Maharashtraon
Thursday was much more than
thatonTuesday and Wednesday,
when 100 and 125 buses, respec-
tively, could take them on the fur-
ther journey to Dewas, 200 km to
the northwest past Indore and
the transit point from where
these people continue their jour-
ney to the northern states.

On Thursday, nearly 200
buses were required, which had
to be arranged from nearby dis-

tricts and took time, Tomar said.
According to reports, once more
than 100 buses left Bijasan Ghat,
people left behind thought there
were no more vehicles to ferry
them and started protesting.

Buses arranged by Maharash-
tra government take the migrant
workers from Dhule to Bijasan
Ghat. Most of these people work
indistricts such as Nashik, Ahme-
dnagar and Aurangabad in
Maharashtra. The MP govern-
ment on Thursday said 15,000
people have been taken in buses
from Bijasan Ghat to Dewas in
the last three days.

growthin patients
requiring critical care

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEW DELHI,MAY 14

WHILE THERE were 134 deaths
due to coronavirus (all-India total
2,549) and total confirmed cases
reported touched 78,003, as of
Thursday morning,185 patients
across the country are on ventila-
tors, 1,425 patientsare inICUs,and
1,282 require oxygen support.

Inthelast24 hours, 3,722 new
cases have been reported.

These figures of patients need-
ingadditional care also show that
as coronavirus cases in the coun-
try have trebled over the last fort-
night, the percentage of patients
needing critical care hasrisen only
marginally.

On April 29, when total active
cases in the country were 21,632,
these figures were 2.17 per cent
admitted in Intensive Care Unit
(ICU), 0.36 per cent patients on
ventilators, and 1.29 per cent re-
quiring oxygen support.

The figures until Wednesday,
when the total number of active
cases was 47,480, show that 3 per
cent patients need ICU, 0.39 per
centare on ventilator,and 2.7 per
cent on oxygen support.

The fact that these numbers
have remained stable isimportant
because one of the concerns of
governments across the world in
dealing with Covid-19 has been
the apprehension about hospitals
running out of space.

So far, 26,234 people have
been cured across the country.

Dataavailable with the Health
Ministry until Wednesday show
thatin 900 dedicated coronavirus
hospitalsin the country there are
1,79,882 beds (1,60,610 isolation
bedsand 19,272 ICUbeds)and in
2,040 dedicated Covid-19 health
centres there are 1,29,689 beds

COVID CURVE: ATWO-WEEK TALE
W Apil29 M May13 Activecases

Patients I 470 (217%)
inICU
Patients B 80(0.36%)
on ventilator 185(0.39%)
patients [l 280(1.29%)
on oxygen
CAREGIVING INFRASTRUCTURE

279,950 29,621

Isolation beds ICU beds (with

(withventilators) “~—-  oxygensupply)
4,93,101 beds (without 2,040 Covid health centres
critical care facilities) .

8,708 quarantine centres

tglggp(ii;c};cated Covid 5,577 Covid care centres
(Source: Ministry of Health data)

(1,19,340 isolation beds and
10,3491CU beds). The former are
also equipped with ventilators
while the latter have oxygen
supply.

In addition, there are 8,708
quarantine centres and 5,577
Covid Care Centres with 493,101
beds. These are isolation facilities
which are not hospital-based.

The Health Ministry on
Thursday issued guidelines for
conducting pooled testing in zero
case districts, or districts that have
reported cases in the past but are
currently designated in the Green
Zone. “A decision has been taken
to use one-time RT-PCR-based
pooled sampling for surveillance
purposes for migrant workers in
institutional quarantine facilities,
international passengers in insti-
tutional quarantine facilities/ho-
tels earmarked for quarantine and

for surveillance purposesin green
zones (districts with no case/no
casereportedinlast 21 days),” the
document says.

It lays down that a maximum
of 25 samples can be pooled. Ifany
such “pool” of 25 tests positive, all
individual samples would then
have to be tested to identify the
person whois positive.

The National Centre for
Disease Control has now started
testing using COBAS 6800, a fully
automated, high-end machine for
performing real-time PCR with a
high throughput of around 1,200
samples in 24 hours.

The total number of tests done
so far across the country is
19,47,041.

According to the ministry, the
last three days’ doubling time is
13.9 days; doubling time in the
past 14 days was 11.1 days.

ICMR clears 1st
batch of key
ELISA antibody
testing Kits
made in India

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

IN ANOTHER step towards de-
ploying antibody testing kits
manufactured in the country for
a nationwide household Covid-
19 survey, the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) has ap-
proved the first batch manufac-
tured by Zydus-Cadila.

The test kits, called “COVID
KAVACHELISA”, was developed at
the National Institute of Virology,
Pune, by isolating the virus from
patientsinIndia earlier this week.

According to an ICMR official,
the ELISA kits will be used in the
Health Ministry's new nation-
wide “sero-survey”, meant to de-
tect prevalence of antibodies that
appear after a patient has recov-
ered. The ICMR will lead the test-
ing of 24,000 individuals in 69
districts at household level as
part of this sero-survey.

The ICMR says the first man-
ufactured batch of ELISA kits has
a sensitivity (accurate positive
test results) of 98.7 per cent and
a specificity (accurate negative
test results) of 100 per cent.

The Council stated inarelease,
“While real-time RT-PCR is the
frontline test for clinical diagnosis
of SARS-CoV-2, robust antibody
tests are critical for surveillance to
understand the proportion of
population exposed toinfection.”

ELISA antibody tests are differ-
ent from the rapid antibody tests
previously used heavily by Indian
authorities. The WHO has called
ELISAs “highly sensitive and spe-
cific” tests that are suitable for “for
testing large numbers of samples
per day, as well as in blood banks
or for surveillance studies”.

While only Zydus-Cadila had
earlier accepted a non-exclusive
agreement to produce the test
kits,ICMR stated that “now, ICMR
hasbeen approached by Cipla Pvt.
Ltd. and NextGen Life Sciences”.

In top 10 Covid states, nine cities

account for bulk of positive

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

COVID-19 CASES inIndia are not
just concentrated in a few states,
they are highly concentrated in
ahandful of cities in these states.
A district-wise analysis of
data for the 10 states with the
highest number of positive cases
in the country shows that just
nine cities in these states account
for two out of every three cases.
The nine cities—Delhi (all 11
districts), Mumbai (including
Mumbai Suburban), Pune,
Thane, Ahmedabad, Kolkata,
Indore, Jaipur and Chennai—had
46,941 cases as of May 13, which
is 65.77 per cent of the total
71,372 cases in Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.
Allthese states recorded over
1,000 cases each. Only one other
state — Telangana — had more
than 1,000 cases, but district-
wise data for it was not publicly
available. Data till May 13 was
taken from the state bulletins.
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Migrants from Jharkhand wait for buses to take them to
Panvel railway station in Navi Mumbai. Narendra Vaskar

Within these 10 states, an
analysis of case load distribution
across districts shows that cases
in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal were concentrated in
very few cities. Two to three
cities accounted for 70 to 80 per
cent of the state’s total case load.

In Maharashtra, just three
cities—Mumbai, Pune and
Thane—accounted for almost 85
per cent (21,938 cases) of the
state’s 25,881 positive cases.

Neighbouring Gujarat, too,
had a high concentration of cases
inacouple of cities. Out of 9,267
cases across 33 districts, more
than 71 per cent, or 6,645 cases,
were in Ahmedabad. If Surat is
also taken into account, then
these twocities had 7,612 or 82.2
per cent of the state’s case load.

Out of West Bengal’s 23 dis-
tricts, Kolkata and Howrah ac-
counted for 1,610 cases, whichis
more than 70 per cent of the
state’s 2,274 positive cases.

CaSECs

In Madhya Pradesh, which
has 52 districts and 4,173 cases,
more than 70 per cent cases
were in Indore and Bhopal.
Chennai accounted for more
than half of Tamil Nadu's 9,218
cases. Jaipur and Jodhpur ac-
counted for more than half of
Rajasthan’s 4,307 cases. In case
of Uttar Pradesh, five districts in-
cluding Agra, Lucknow, Kanpur
Nagar, Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Meerut accounted for half of the
state’s total case load of 3,758.

Cases in Andhra Pradesh
were concentrated in half of its
districts, but within them, the
cases were more spread out.
There were 2,100 casesin 13 dis-
tricts, of which 81 per cent were
insix districts. Three of Punjab’s
22 districts — Amritsar, Tarn
Taran and Jalandhar—accounted
for 653 cases or a third of the
state’s total 1,924 cases.

These 10 states had 75 green
zone districts with 534 cases,
160 districts in orange zone with
7,735 cases, and 89 red zone dis-
tricts with 63,103 cases. The red
zone districts accounted for 88
per cent of the cases in these
states.

Maharashtra considers lockdown Top neuro depts raise alarm over sharp fall

in Mumbai, other cities till May 31

VISHWAS WAGHMODE
MUMBAI, MAY 14

IN A meeting with his senior
Cabinet colleagues on Thursday,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray discussed ex-
tending the lockdown in Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR)and
cities such as Pune, Malegaon and
Aurangabad till May 31. He also
asked the state administration to
submitareporton whatactivities
can be allowed outside contain-
mentzonesincities thatareinthe
red zone category.

Uddhav chaired the meeting
to discuss the way ahead after
May 17. It was attended by
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar, Water Resources Minister
Jayant Patil, Revenue Minister
Balasaheb Thorat, Industries
Minister Subhash Desai and

Urban Development Minister
Eknath Shinde at Old Mayor
bungalow in Dadar.

Maintaining that the lock-
down will be extended in these
areas, a senior minister said: “We
discussed what relaxations can
be given and what measures
should be taken in red zones or
hotspot areas such as Mumbai,
Pune, Thane, Malegaon and
Aurangabad. We all agreed to ex-
tend the lockdown in these ar-
eas till May 31, as saving lives is
the priority.”

Last week, in a meeting with
all party leaders, Uddhav had in-
dicated that the lockdown may
be extended until May end to
prevent the spread of Covid-19.
He had also spoken in favour of
extending the lockdown during
a video conference with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday.

Bus service to
restart in 10
Haryana dists

Chandigarh: Haryana
Roadways buses will start
plying in the state today,
carrying 30 passengers —
almost half the total bus
capacity -- onboard each
bus to maintain social dis-
tancing. The service will
restart in 10 districts and
the buses will avoid
Covid-affected districts.
No passenger will be al-
lowed to board the bus
without online booking
orto get off the bus atany
spot except for the desig-
nated destination of the
bus. ENS

in stroke reporting, blame corona fear

KARISHMA MEHROTRA
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THIRTEEN NEUROLOGY depart-
ments in top public and private
hospitals in the country have
highlighted coronavirus’s impact
on non-Covid healthcare, docu-
menting a 61% reduction in re-
porting of strokes, as well as a sig-
nificant shortage of essential
medicines. They have also high-
lighted the lack of personal pro-
tective equipment at their centres.

Published in the Annals of the
New York Academy of Sciences,
theresearch, covering centres that
get a high volume of stroke cases
both in the US and India, states
that governments have not taken
appropriate measures to “deal
with the developing atmosphere
of fear of going to hospitals”.

The survey cautions that a
lack of “stroke risk control” dur-
ing the pandemic may “eventu-
ally” lead to increased stroke-re-
lated mortality “across the
country” inthe coming days. “In
virtually all stroke cases...,” the
survey adds, “timely care in hos-
pitals supersedes the risk of pos-
sible exposure to (Covid-19)".

AIIMS neurology head M V
Padma Srivastava, who was in-
volved with the study, says she is
getting just 30-40% of her usual
daily patients, as well as fewer
cases in emergency. “Now that
we have got the data, we are say-
ing (lesser reporting) is not be-
cause strokes are happening
less,” she said. “Along with geo-
graphical barriers, people are tak-
ing more chances with perceived
minor events, such as numbness,
which might actually be the har-

binger of a major event. It's arisk
they are willing to take instead of
contracting Covid-19 outside.”

The US has seen a similar
dropin reporting of strokes dur-
ing the pandemic, the study
states, adding, “The magnitude
of decrease in India is deeply
troubling, as India has a higher
incidence of stroke compared
with the United States.”

Along with stroke admissions,
thereis adecline in post-stroke re-
habilitation, of three to six months,
which could lead to stroke recur-
rences, the study states.

Calling this period a “learning
curve”, Dr Srivastava says, “I think
the ICMR, DHR (Department of
Health Research), we are all gear-
ing up for new numbers as the
scenario changes. Evenin Europe,
as proper non-Covid pathways
have been established, they are

seeing strokes come back in an
even bigger way.”

Atthe same time, Dr Srivastava
says she has had cases of patients
of stroke who have ended up get-
ting coronavirus, highlighting the
difficulty of completely separat-
ing corridors for treatment of
Covid and non-Covid patients.

As per the study; it is reason-
able to assume that peripheral
Covid designated centres far away
from larger establishments are
now taking on extra burden.

The research, covering eight
government and five private hos-
pitals, also found an impact of
coronavirus on other blood-ves-
sel-related treatments.
“Procedures for intravenous
thrombolysis (blood clots) and
endovascular (cases) have also
been severely affected, with an
overall reduction of 64.76% and

67.21%, respectively, the latter
coming to a complete haltin five
centres that had regularly pro-
vided this service,” says the study.

On the shortage of PPE, the
study says the risk of infection
among healthcare workers “can
lead toareduced workforce avail-
able for stroke services”. Only five
of the centres had full PPE equip-
ment fortheir healthcare worlkers,
it says. Highlighting the shortage
of medicines, it says “political ac-
tionis required toensure resump-
tion of drug manufacturing”.

It seeks awareness campaigns
on “the high morbidity and mor-
tality of non-communicable dis-
eases, including stroke, and the
highrisk of a second wave of mor-
tality due to these illnesses”, and
suggests that the governmentem-
ploy specialambulances and other
emergency services forsuch cases.
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

THE WORLD
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Can Covid-19 spread through
stool? Paper reviews evidence

STUDIES SO far, including a few re-
ported in The Indian Express, have
shown evidence of SARS-CoV-2 ge-
netic material in faecal matter. Does
that mean the virus can spread
through stool? More work is needed
todetermine that, according to a new
review paper.

“Potential Fecal Transmission of
SARS-CoV-2: Current Evidence and
Implications for Public Health” will

appear in an upcoming edition of the
International Journal of Infectious
Diseases, Rice University (Texas) said
in a statement. The paper, currently

A sewage treatment plantin
Chandigarh. File photo

available online, is led by an epidemi-
ologist from the University. It re-
viewed an ever-changing body of lit-
erature on detection of the novel
coronavirus in faecal matter of Covid-
19 patients. The major takeaway:
studies have mostly been finding only
the RNA of the virus in stool.

“Most of the studies that have
been done so far are
picking up viral RNA in
the faeces rather than
infectious virus.
However, a few studies
have showed that infec-
tious virus may be pres-
ent in stool samples,”
lead author E Susan
Amirian said in the
University statement.

Amirian said the

tantimplications, especially for those
working in the restaurant industry,
nursing homes, day cares, etc.
“Ultimately, more research is
needed to determine whether expo-
sure to stool is spreading this virus
and making the pandemic worse. But
given this possibility, it behooves us
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to be more careful, es-
pecially in settings
where people have an
increased risk of mor-
bidity and death due to
Covid-19.”

Amirian said there’s
no downside to exer-
cising an abundance of
caution in following
good personal hygiene
practices until we
know more. “There are

mere presence of ge-
netic material is less
worrisome than if infectious amounts
of viable virus are found in stool in fu-
ture studies, as that would imply it is
possible for it to be transmitted to oth-
ers through faeces. She said if future
research continues finding viable
virus in stool, this could have impor-

out there that are transmitted
through fecal contamination, includ-
ing hepatitis A and norovirus.
Following a high level of precaution
will help just in case Covid-19 can be
spread this way.”

plenty of other diseases

Source: Rice University

INDIA COUNT: 78,003 (2,549 DEATHS)

TOP10 STATES FoananapiNcie
Andamanand Nicobarlslands 33
Arunachal Pradesh 1
1,924 Assam 80
e Punjab Bihar 940
LI N Chandigarh 187
4,328 F.. 7,998 Delhi Chhattisgarh 59
Rajasthan / 1 Dadar Nagar Haveli 1
Goa 7
K/Li . Haryana 793
z Himachal Pradesh 66
Jammu and Kashmir a7
Jharkhand 173
9’267 J Karnataka 959
Guiarat Kerala 534
] West Bengal Ladakh 43
Manipur 2
25,922 Meghalaya 13
Maharashtra 2,137 z Mizoram 1
= Andhra Pradgsh Odisha 538
— Puducherry 13
9,227 Tamil Nadau Telengana 1367
2 Tripura 155
Uttarakhand 72

Union Health Ministry update as of 11 pm, May 14. Some states may have
reported higher numbers. Only states/UTs with at least one case listed above.

26,235 PATIENTS DISCHARGED IN 32 STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Freeing prisoners in emergency

Following infections inside Mumbai Central Jail, Maharashtra has started temporarily releasing half the
prisoners in its jails. Which ones are being freed, what is the procedure, and what are other states doing?

SUSHANT KULKARNI &
SADAF MODAK
PUNE, MUMBAI, MAY 14

ON TUESDAY, following an outbreak of novel
coronavirus infections in Mumbai Central
Jail, better known as Arthur Road jail, the
Maharashtra government issued a circular
that effectively facilitates the release of half
the prisoners lodged in the state’s jails, on
temporary bail and emergency parole. Until
Thursday, around 7,000 of a targeted 17,000-
plus prisoners had been released.

What led to the move?

Over the last several days, 184 persons
(158 inmates and 26 staff) were found in-
fected in Arthur Road Jail, besides a 54-year
old woman inmate at Byculla Jail. While
Tuesday’s circular came after this, the gov-
ernment’s moves to release prisoners had, in
fact, preceded the outbreak.

In March, the Supreme Court had directed
decongesting of prisons and observed that
the “bitter truth is that our prisons are over-
crowded, making it difficult for the prisoners
to maintain social distancing”. With many
Maharashtra jails severely overcrowded,
housing prisoners four to five times their ca-
pacities, the state government became the
first to take a move in that direction.

On March 25, a high-powered commit-
tee recommended release of undertrials
charged with offences punishable up to
seven years. It also directed release of con-
victs on emergency parole with a few con-
ditions. On March 28, officials of the District
Legal Services Authority began facilitating
release of undertrials. Then on May 8 (fol-
lowing the outbreakin the jail), the state gov-
ernmentamended the Maharashtra Prisons
(Mumbai Furlough and Parole) Rules, and is-
sued a notification enabling the release of
certain categories of convicts.

How many will be released, and how
many have been so far?

According to a report by the Prisons
Department submitted on Monday, 5,105
prisoners had already been released as a re-
sult of the decisions on March 25 and May 8,
another 3,017 were in the process of being
released, and a further 9,520 would be re-
leased as a result of Tuesday’s order. The to-

A prisoner’s relative waits outside Mumbai Central Jail, better known as Arthur
Road jail. This was before the outbreak inside the jail. Ganesh Shirshekar

tal of 17,642 represents nearly half the 35,239
prisoners lodged in the state’s 60 jails before
the lockdown.

By Thursday, the number already re-
leased was up to 7,000 — 5,200 on tempo-
rary bail and 1,800 on emergency parole.

Tuesday’s order was for the release of all
undertrials, relaxing the earlier category of
those facing up to seven years imprisonment,
but with exceptions including those charged
with murder, rape, kidnapping, bank frauds,
major financial scams, money-laundering,
anti-terror laws, child sexual abuse as well
as all foreign nationals. It also said inmates
whoreside outside the state can be released
only after the lockdown period is over and
public transportation is available.

The release is temporary. Initially, both bail
and parole is valid only for 45 days, or till the
application of Epidemic Diseases Act from the
state isrevoked, whichever is earlier. The 45-
day period would later be extended in blocks
of 30days each. But eventually, the prisoners
are supposed to be back in the barracks.

Why is the release taking time?

While the decision has been taken by the
government and the prisoners have beeniden-
tified, the process of obtaining bail or parole
has tobe followed as earlier. The bail order has
to be issued by a relevant court, while parole

COVID ECONOMIC PACKAGE: DAY2

How ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ works

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

AS PART of the Union government’s Covid
economic relief package, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Thursday an-
nounced the national rollout of ‘One Nation,
One Ration Card’ —a system of inter- and in-
tra-state portability of ration cards — in all
states and Union Territories by March 2021.

Portability will enable migrant workers
and members of their family to access Public
Distribution System benefits from any fair
price shop anywhere in the country,
Sitharaman said. Twenty states and UTs are
already on board to implement the scheme.

One Nation, One Ration Card
Under The National Food Security Act,
2013, about 81 crore people are entitled to
buy subsidised foodgrains — rice at Rs 3/kg,
wheatatRs 2/kg,and coarse grainsatRe 1/kg
— from designated fair price shops under the
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).
About 23 crore ration cards have beenis-
sued to beneficiaries across the country.
However, the cardholder can buy foodgrains
only from the specific fair price shop in her
locality to which she has been assigned.
Once the One Nation, One Ration Card
system becomes operational nationally, each
beneficiary will be able to buy subsidised

Migrant workers board a bus on the
MP-Maharashtra border. Nirmal Harindran

foodgrains from any fair price shop in India.
Thus, a migrant worker from, say, Basti dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh, will be able to access
PDS benefits in Mumbai, where she might
have gone in search of work.

Biometric authentication

The new system, based on a technologi-
cal solution, will identify a beneficiary
through biometric authentication on elec-
tronic Point of Sale (ePoS) devices at the fair
price shops. So, end-to-end computerisation

has to be sanctioned by authorised jail officer.

“Even though the decision to release
them has been taken, the prisoners have to
send bail applications to the designated
courts. Selection of eligible prisoners, verifi-
cation of their records and completion of all
formalities takes time. The superintendent
of a jail is authorised to grant parole, and
there too there is a process to be followed,
some paperwork to be done,” said a senior
officer in the Prisons Department.

The process of release faced another hurdle.
Itwas begun ata time whenlockdown restric-
tions were the most severe. Prisoners released
had no means to reach various destinations,
and a few non-profit organisations came for-
ward to help in some districts like Latur. Some
prisoners were found loitering on the streets.

In Pune, a released prisoner was mur-
dered by a group of people; old enmity is sus-
pected. In Mumbai, a released woman in-
mate could not reach her home in Palghar,
and was given shelter by a woman jailer for
a night before another inmate, newly re-
leased, offered to take her home with her.

How crowded are Maharashtra’s jails?
Before the lockdown, the state’s jails were
accommodating 50% over their capacity. This
ismuch higher than the national average occu-
pancy in central prisons, which on an average

is required for ration card portability to be
operational. As of May 9, ePoS devices have
been installed in around 90% of fair price
shops nationally. Also, about 90% of ration
cards have been seeded with the Aadhaar
numbers of the respective cardholders.

Once 100% Aadhaar seeding of ration
cardsis achieved, and all fair price shops have
been covered by PoS devices, a migrant
worker will be enabled to use their
existing/same ration card at any fair price
shop in the country.

The Integrated Management of Public
Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal
(http://www.impds.nic.in/) will provide the
technological platform for inter-state porta-
bility of ration cards.

A different portal, annavitran.nic.in, will
host the data on the distribution of food-
grains through E-PoS devices within a state.

Annavitran will enable a migrant worker
or her family avail PDS benefits outside their
district but within their state.

While a person can buy foodgrains as per
her entitlement under the NFSA at the place
where she is based, members of her family
can still go to their ration dealer back home.

In the works for two years

While the Covid-19 crisis has exposed the
stark reality of the condition of migrant
workers, work on the ration card portability
project had begun with the launch of the

house 13 prisoners against a capacity of 10.

The Maharashtra Prison Department’s re-
port said the capacity in state jails is 23,547
while there were 35,239 prisoners before the
lockdown. It warned against an outbreak in
other prisons if they are not decongested.

Before the release began, Arthur Road jail
was packed to more than four times its capac-
ity — 3,718 prisoners in place of 804.In Pune’s
Yerwada Jail, 5,717 prisoners are housed,
when its capacity is 2,449. The other impor-
tantjails in the state, Thane Central Jail, Kalyan
District Jail, and Byculla, all are similarly
crowded, a majority of them undertrials.

“These cramped and crowded jails —
mostly British-era central prisons in
Mabharashtra — are a ticking time bomb for
the spread of infectious diseases. The bar-
racks are very crowded, so are spaces of eat-
ing and cleaning,” said the Prisons
Department officer.

Have there been coronavirus infections
in prisons in other states?

States including Uttar Pradesh,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi have
recorded Covid-19 cases in their prisons.
Following the Supreme Court order, most
states have constituted a high-powered com-
mittee and come up with their respective
categories of prisoners eligible for release.

According to data collated by
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative,
most states have made similar exceptions
against the release of inmates charged with
offences including murder, rape, terror, drug
trafficking, child sexual abuse. While the
Supreme Court had said the categories for
release should be determined but not be lim-
ited to the nature of offence, duration of sen-
tence, and previous criminal record, most
states have adhered to these and granted re-
lease only to those facing charges that involve
punishment up to seven years in jail.

Haryana and Odisha have directed the re-
lease of all prisoners above age 65 on a tem-
porary basis, with exceptions. Goa has di-
rected undertrial review committees, set up
in each district as per a previous Supreme
Court order, to undertake the responsibility
of releasing undertrials.

Committees across the country can rec-
ommend release of 14 categories of prison-
ers, including women and those with severe
illnesses.

Integrated Management of Public
Distribution System (IM-PDS) scheme in
April 2018.

The idea was to reform India’s PDS, which
has been historically marred by inefficiency
and leakages. The scheme envisaged a tech-
nological solution involving the use of
Aadhaar to identify beneficiaries.

20 states and UTs on board

It was initially proposed to roll out One
Nation, One Ration Card by June 1 this year.
Seventeen states and UTs — Andhra Pradesh,
Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Telangana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Dadra
& Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu — are al-
ready on board. The states of Odisha,
Mizoram, and Nagaland are expected to
come on board by June 1.

Intra-state more popular

While inter-state ration card portability
is available in 20 states already, it is not very
popular yet. According to data available on
the IM-PDS portal, only 275 transactions had
been done until May 14.

However, the number of transactions us-
ing intra-state ration card portability has
been quite high. Data on the Annavitaran
portal show about 1 crore transactions took
place using the facility last month.

Cats caninfect cats with Covid, without symptoms: unpacking a new study

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

ON WEDNESDAY, researchers published a
paper with evidence that cats can transmit
the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 to one
another, and without showing symptoms.
The fact that cats can get infected has been
known for some time now; what do the lat-
est findings add to existing knowledge?

Previous cases & findings

The most famous case of infection
among cats, big or domestic, has been that of
four-year-old Nadia, a Malayan tiger at New
York’s Bronx Zoo. She tested positive last
month, having apparently caught the virus
from a zoo employee who had not shown

symptoms. Within weeks, a few more tigers
and lions at the zoo tested positive.
Among domestic cats, the first known
infection happened in Belgium. This was af-
ter its human started showing symptoms.
There has also been atleast one previous
study, published in Science, that suggested
domestic cats can infect infect one another.
Chinese researchersinoculated a number of
cats with the virus, and placed three of the
cats in cages alongside other caged cats,
which had not beeninoculated. Later, the cats
were euthanised; the virus RNA was found in
all the inoculated cats and in one exposed
cat, but not in the other two exposed cats.

The newest research

The new paper, by researchers from the
US and Japan, is published in the New

Temperature checkin a cat cafe. AP

England Journal of Medicine.

The researchers isolated the coronavirus
from a human patient and administered it
to three cats. SARS-CoV-2 showed in nasal

swabs of two cats the following day, and in
all three within three days.

The day after administering the virus, the
researchers placed a second catin each cage.
These three were not administered the virus.
Within six days, all of the cats were shed-
ding the virus. And all of it was detected in
nasal swabs, but none in rectal swabs.

Each cat shed SARS-CoV-2 for up to six
days. None of them showed symptoms, and
eventually all of them got rid of the virus.

What is new, why it matters

The key finding was that cats can be
asymptomatic while carrying the virus.
“That was a major finding for us i the cats
did not have symptoms,” lead researcher
Yoshihiro Kawaoka said in a statement is-
sued by the University of Wisconsin.

Also, all the cats went onto clear the virus.
Inthe Science study, in which the researchers
euthanised the cats. Also, the Chinese re-
searchers wrote they could not take nasal
swabs because the cats were aggressive.

The latest findings, according to the re-
searchers, suggest that cats may be capable
of becoming infected when exposed to peo-
ple or other cats positive for SARS-CoV-2.
Other researchers have previously sug-
gested reasons why cats may be vulnerable
to infection from humans: feline and hu-
man cells have similar ACE2 receptors,
which are enzymes that facilitate the coro-
navirus’s entry in the body.

The general view remains that a cat is
more likely to get Covid-19 from a human,
than a human getting it from a cat. The re-
searchers have advised people with symp-

toms of COVID-19 avoid contact with cats.

What it does not mean

On Thursday, the Associated Press
quoted the American Veterinary Medical
Association as saying that just because an
animal can be deliberately infected in a lab
“does not mean that it will easily be infected
with that same virus under natural condi-
tions”. It said “there is no evidence to sug-
gest that animals, including pets, that may
be incidentally infected by humans are
playing arole in the spread of COVID-19.”

The existing guidelines from the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) say that based on the limited infor-
mation available so far, the risk of pets
spreading coronavirus to people “is consid-
ered to be low.”
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In Singapore. Reuters

SINGAPORE
Migrant curbs
tostart easing
from June

Singapore: Singapore will
gradually lift some of the
measures targeting the
migrant workers to pre-
vent the spread of the
coronavirus from June, as
a senior minister asked
the public not to be "overly
alarmed" by the spike in
the number of COVID-19
cases in the country.
Singapore reported 752
new cases as of noon on
Thursday, taking the total
number of infections in
the country to 26,098.The
vast majority of the cases
are work permit holders
residing in foreign worker
dormitories. All 323,000
workers will be tested to
ensure they are virus-free
before resuming work, a
minister said.

JAPAN
Emergency
stateliftedin
most areas

Tokyo: Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe lifted
a state of emergency in
large parts of the country
on Thursday but said it
would remain in place in
Tokyo until the coron-
avirus is contained. Abe
lifted the emergency in
39 of Japan'’s 47 prefec-
tures but left it in force in
the capital and in the sec-
ond-largest urban area of
Osaka, as he tries to cush-
ion the economic blow
while stopping the virus.
“While controlling spread
of the virus as much as
possible by acting on the
premise that the virus is
all around us, we will re-
store ordinary work and
daily life,” Abe said.

UNITED KINGDOM
New antibody
testapproved

London: Anew antibody
test to establish whether
someone has been in-
fected with coronavirus
in the past has been ap-
proved by health offi-
cials, it emerged on
Thursday. Public Health
England (PHE) said the
antibody test, by Swiss
pharmaceutical com-
pany Roche, was a "very
positive development".
"This is a very positive
development because
such a highly specific
test is a very reliable
marker of past infec-
tion,” said Professor John
Newton, national co-or-
dinator of the UK
Coronavirus Testing
Programme.

Coronavir

EMMAFARGE &
MICHAEL SHIELDS
GENEVA,MAY 14

THE CORONAVIRUS that causes
COVID-19 could become en-
demiclike HIV, the World Health
Organisation said on Wednesday;,
warning against any attempt to
predict how long it would keep
circulating and calling for a “mas-
sive effort” to counter it.

“Itis important to put this on
the table: this virus may become
just another endemic virus in
our communities, and this virus
may never go away,” World
Health Organisation emergen-
cies expert Mike Ryan told an on-
line briefing.

“I'think it is important we are
realisticand I don’t think anyone
can predict when this disease
will disappear,” he said.

“I'think there are no promises
in this and there are no dates.
This disease may settle into a
long problem, or it may not be,”
he added.

However, he said the world
had some control over how it
coped with the disease, although
this would take a “massive ef-
fort” evenif a vaccine was found
— a prospect he described as a
“massive moonshot”.

More than 100 potential vac-
cines are being developed, in-
cluding several in clinical trials,
but experts have underscored
the difficulties of finding vac-
cines that are effective against
coronaviruses.

He also expressed cynicism
about the prospects for eradi-
cation even with a vaccine, say-
ing, “we have some perfectly
effective vaccines on this planet
that we have not used effec-
tively for diseases we could
have eradicated”, as per a New
York Times report.

Ryan noted that vaccines ex-
ist for other illnesses, such as
measles, that have not been

=

WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus

POSSIBLE DRUG
APPROVAL ‘BEFORE
THE SUMMER’

THE EUROPEAN
Medicines Agency
predicted there could be
licensed drugs to treat
coronavirus in the next
few months and thata
vaccine might even be
approved in early 2021, in
a“best-case scenario.”

DR MARCO Cavaleri

said approving medicines
might be possible

“before the summer,”
citing ongoing clinical
trials. Cavaleri cautioned
many experimental
vaccines never make it

to the end and that there
are often delays

eliminated.

WHO Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
added: “The trajectory is in our
hands, and it’s everybody’s busi-
ness, and we should all con-
tribute to stop this pandemic.”

Ryan said “very significant
control” of the novel coron-
avirus was required in order to
lower the assessment of risk,
which he said remained high at
the “national, regional and
global levels”. REUTERS
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A medical worker conducts a coronavirus test for a child as residents queue up in Wuhan on Thursday. Reuters

Millions of children could die of preventable

diseases as

THENEW YORKTIMES
NEW YORK, MAY 14

ABOUT 1.2 million children in
more than 100 countries are at
risk of dying from preventable
causes every six months because
health services are overstressed
or curtailed by the coronavirus
pandemic, UNICEF said this week.

The figure isin addition to the
2.5 million children age 5 or
younger who already die every
sixmonths in 118 low-and mid-
dle-income countries.

Put another way, the roughly

US: Wisconsin Supreme Court
strikes down stay—at-home order

NEIL VIGDOR
NEW YORK, MAY 14

THE WISCONSIN Supreme Court
on Wednesday rejected the ex-
tension of the state’s stay-at-home
order, siding with Republicanleg-
islators in a high-profile challenge
of the emergency authority of a
statewide official during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Governor Tony Evers, a
Democrat, had extended the pro-
hibition on most travel and oper-
ations of nonessential businesses
until May 26. But in a 4-to-3 rul-
ing, the court said that
Wisconsin's top health official had
not followed the proper process.

Although the opinion cen-
tered on the technical method by
which the limits had been set,
several conservative justices
conveyed their dismay at the re-
strictions themselves.

“This comprehensive claim to
control virtually every aspect of
a person’s life is something we
normally associate with a prison,
not afree society governed by the
rule of law,” Justice Daniel Kelly
wrote in a concurring opinion.

The ruling, Evers’s office said,
appears to end statewide provi-
sions that required Wisconsin
residents to stay home. Within
hours, some taverns were mak-
ing plans for reopening. NYT

A crowded pub in Wisconsin following the court order. AP

Window to fight pandemic
closing, warns whistleblower

New York: Dr Rick Bright, the
whistleblower who was ousted
as head of a federal agency in-
volved in developing a coron-
avirus  vaccine, warned
Congress Thursday the out-
break will “get worse and be
prolonged” if the US does not
swiftly develop a national test-
ing strategy and devise a plan
for distributing a vaccine.

“The window is closing to ad-
dress this pandemic because we
still do not have a standard, cen-
tralised, coordinated plan to take
this nation through this re-

sponse,” said Dr Bright.

He told lawmakers on a
House health subcommittee
that the country could be facing
“the darkest winter in modern
history” if the administration did
not act swiftly.

He told lawmakers that he
had pressed federal officials
early on to stockpile remdesivir,
adrug that has proved helpful to
virus patients, but was ignored.
Trump said Thursday that Dr.
Bright was “nothing more than
a really, unhappy disgruntled
person.” NYT

OTHER ToP GLOBAL STORIES

EXPLAINED

Different ways in which the
outbreak affects children

OVER THE course of the pandemic, the many indirect ways in
which the pandemic has affected children have been high-
lighted. This is visible in a number of sectors — in education,
where many have fallen off the radar; or in healthcare, as the
UNICEFreport elaborates. Reports also found that the outbreak
would push many families that rose above the poverty line be-
low it once again, which is predicted to affect many children.

13,800 children who die every
day will be joined by more than

Don’t want
to speak with
Xi: Trump

DOINACHIACU
WASHINGTON, MAY 14

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Thursday said he was very dis-
appointed in China over its fail-
ure to contain the novel coron-
avirus, saying the worldwide
pandemic cast a pall over his
trade deal with Beijing.

The coronavirus outbreak
originated in Wuhan, China, in
December and was spreading
silently as the United States and
Chinasigned aPhase 1 trade deal
hailed by the Republican presi-
dent as a major achievement.

“I'm very disappointed in
China,” Trump said in an inter-
view broadcast on Fox Business
Network.

“They should have never let
this happen. So I make a great
trade deal and now I say this
doesn’t feel the same to me. The
ink was barely dry and the
plague came over. And it doesn’t
feel the same to me,” the US
president said.

The US president’s pique ex-
tended to Chinese President Xi
Jinping, with whom, Trump says
repeatedly, he has a good rela-
tionship. “But I just - right now
don’t want to speak to him. [
don’t want to speak to him,”
Trump said. REUTERS

6,000 others whose lives could
have been saved. UNICEF said the

health services are overtaxed

estimate was based on a study
published in the Lancet Global
Health journal by researchers at
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health.

“Under a worst-case sce-
nario, the global number of chil-
dren dying before their fifth
birthdays could increase for the
first time in decades,” Henrietta
Fore, UNICEF's executive direc-
tor, said in a statement.

The spillover effects of Covid-
19 havealso heightened the threat
to expectant mothers. UNICEF
said 56,700 more maternal deaths
could occur within six months.

WHO

Psychological
suffering from
virus growing,
warns UN chief

ASSOCIATED PRESS
UNITEDNATIONS, MAY 14

UN  SECRETARY-GENERAL
Antonio Guterres urged govern-
ments, civil society and health
authorities on Wednesday to ur-
gently address mental health
needs arising from the pan-
demic, warning that psycholog-
ical suffering is increasing.

The UN chief said in a video
message launching a policy
briefing that “after decades of
neglect and under-investmentin
mental health services, the
COVID-19 pandemic is now hit-
ting families and communities
with additional mental stress.”

He pointed to “grief at the
loss of loved ones, shock at the
loss of jobs, isolation and restric-
tions on movement, difficult
family dynamics, and uncer-
tainty and fear for the future.”

Guterres said those most at
risk and in need of help are
front-line health care workers,
older people, adolescents,
young people, those with pre-
existing mental health condi-
tions, and those caught up in
conflict and crisis.

The 17-page UN briefing
stressed that “the mental health
and well-being of whole soci-
eties have been severely im-
pacted by this crisis and are a pri-
ority to be addressed urgently.”

The UN said “along-term up-
surge in the number and sever-
ity of mental health problems is
likely” and warned that if action
isn't taken COVID-19 “has the
seeds of a major mental health
crisis” as well as “a physical
health crisis.”

First Covid-19 cases detected
in Bangladesh Rohingya camps

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COX'SBAZAR,MAY 14

TWO ROHINGYA have become
the first to test positive for coro-
navirus from the vast refugee
camps in Bangladesh that house
almost a million people, officials
said Thursday.

Health experts have been
warning for some time that the
virus could race through the
sprawling, unsanitary camps
that have been home to the
refugees since they fled a mili-
tary offensive in Myanmar more

Rohingya refugees at a camp
in Cox’s Bazar. Reuters/File

than two years ago.

Local health coordinator Abu
Toha Bhuiyan said the two
refugees had been put into iso-

lation, and authorities stepped
up prevention measures and
were scaling up testing.

In early April authorities im-
posed a complete lockdown on
the surrounding Cox's Bazar dis-
trict after a number of cases, re-
strictingall trafficinand out of the
camps. Bangladesh authorities
also forced aid organisations to
slash their camp presence by 80
per cent. Rights groups and ac-
tivists have expressed concerns
that the camps are hotspots of
misinformation about the pan-
demicbecause of aninternetban
imposed last September.

Imran says Pak more vulnerable
to poverty, hunger as cases rise

SAJJAD HUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, MAY 14

PAKISTAN IS more vulnerable to
poverty and hunger than the
coronavirus-induced lockdown
and itisimportant to keep a bal-
ance between health needs and
financial problems of the people,
Prime Minister Imran Khan said
on Thursday even as the number
of cases in Pakistan rose to
36,717 and the death toll to 788.

Khan chaired a meeting of
National Command and
Operation Centre (NCOC) to dis-
cuss the latest pandemic situa-
tion in the country.

Addressing the meeting,
Khan said that it is important to
keep a balance between health
needs and financial problems of
the people.

“Our population is more vul-
nerable to poverty and hunger
than lockdown. We should take
decisions by keeping in mind the

ground reality about the prob-
lems faced by the people,” he
said.

Khan said adopting safety
measures was a key to fight the
disease but instead of forced im-
plementation, the people should
be sensitised to adopt them.

Emphasising the need for
pooling resources, he added that
"no leader can rest easy until
every individual in every nation
is able to access a vaccine free of
charge". PTI

Born into carnage, 18 babies in Afghanistan face an uncertain fate

MUJIB MASHAL
KABUL, MAY 14

WHEN THE carnage was over, the
dead bodies bagged and the guns
put away, what was left behind
spoke of the true extent of the
tragedy: 18 newborn babies, many
covered in blood and most now
motherless — casualties of war be-
fore they had evenleft the hospital.

Even for a country steeped in
violent death to the point of
numbness,the assault on a ma-
ternity clinicin Kabul on Tuesday
was unfathomable inits cruelty.

Afghanistan is adept at the
rituals of violent death. There are
procedures for handling the vic-
tims, and even well-practiced
routines for discarding the re-

mains of the suicide bombers
who come to kill and be killed.

But what do you do with so
many babies, all too similar in
their little shapes and raw faces,
most of them now without the
first people in their lives and evac-
uated froma blown-up hospital?

The oldest, born five days ear-
lier, and the youngest, delivered
in a safe room after the attack
had begun, are lucky: Their
mothers survived. Many of the
others have barely completed a
full 24 hours in this violent
world, their mothers murdered
next to them.

The heart-wrenching effort
to identify the babies at the ma-
ternity clinic and reunite them
with their families began in the
immediate hours after the at-
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The newborns, a day after the attack on the clinic. NYT

tack, before the special forces

had even left the scene.
Dozens of men gathered

around as a community elder

emerged from a hospital that
was still drenched in blood with
alist of mothers’ names. The ba-
bies had not yet been named.

“The child of Suraya!” the
community elder shouted. “The
child of Suraya — she was
healthy, I myself helped load it
into the ambulance.”

“The child of Gul Makai —
evacuated to the Ataturk hospi-
tal,” he shouted.

Gul Makai, 35, is a housewife,
married to a taxi driver. Her sev-
enth child was born with breath-
ing problems, so they had re-
mained at the hospital.

When the attack began, she
said, she and the two other
mothers in her room faced a
dilemma: Should they try to es-
cape and leave their babies be-
hind? Or should they stay?

The other two mothers
stayed, and were most likely
dead, she said — she had not

seen them. Gul Makai left her
baby, rushed to the hallway,
jumped out, and was evacuated
through one of the back doors.

Gul Makai stopped a motor-
cycle, told the man what had
happened, and pleaded with
him to take her to her home.
From home, she called Azizullah
to tell him she was safe.

But the baby.

For several hours, Gul Maki
had no news of her child. And all
those hours? “Ijust wailed,” she
said. When the community
elder reading the list outside the
attacked hospital announced
that “the child of Gul Makai” had
been taken to Ataturk hospital,
Azizullah rushed there and
called his wife to come over, so
she could identify the baby.

There he was, in a little shirt
with pink sleeves and yellow
cartoons on its chest: the “child
of Gul Makai.”

Outside the ward on
Wednesday morning, Azizullah
paced with other fathers, grand-
fathers, aunts and uncles. They
had brought the documents
needed to pick up the babies, as
they were told: national IDs of the
father or mother, the signature of
the local community elder.

But the doctors and the offi-
cials from the health ministry
were in meetings. The family
members outside — some who
had just come from burying the
dead mothers — grew restless,
frustrated.

Finally, by early afternoon af-
ter much emotion and near-fist-

fights, the hospital began dis-
charging the babies, one by one.
By the end of the day, the iden-
tities of 11 were confirmed and
handed to their families.

For some, it was relatively
easy once the process finally got
underway. Others left with only
raw pain.

A young woman, in her 20s,
wept in the hallway outside the
ward. She was there to collect
her sister’s child, she said. The
sister was dead, and her husband
was in the army serving on the
front lines of the war in Ghazni.

No matter how much she
begged, the doctors said that
what she wanted was simply not
possible. One hospital official
blocked the door to the ward.

“Gobringaman,” he said. NYT
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RUPEE DECLINES 10 PAISE TO CLOSE AT 75.56

Sensex dives on WHO warning, US Fed chief
remarks; economic package fails to enthuse

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, MAY 14

STOCK MARKETS on Thursday
reeled under heavy selling
pressure. While the economic
package announced by the gov-
ernment failed to boost market
sentiment, rising COVID-19
cases in the country and weak
global cues after US Federal
Reserve chief Jerome Powell
warned of a “highly uncertain”
near-term outlook for the
United States, added to the
weakness.

Markets also took a knock
after the World Health
Organization (WHO) warned
that the coronavirus “may
never go away”.

The BSE Sensex, which
tanked as much as 956 points
at one stage, closed down by
886 points, or 2.77 per cent, at
31,122.89, while the Nifty Index
fell 241 points to 9,142.75.

On the sectoral front, bar-
ring FMCG and pharma, all
other indices ended in the neg-
ative territory.

The rupee also declined 10
paise to close at 75.56 against
the US dollar amid a strength-
ening greenback and weak do-
mestic equities.

—— BRIEFLY —

Indiaasks G20
nationstoensure
accesstovaccines

New Delhi: Commerce Min-
ister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday called foran agree-
mentamong G20 nations to
enable the use of flexibilities
under a WTO pact on intel-
lectual propertyrightstoen-
sureaccess toessential med-
icines, treatments and
vaccines ataffordable prices.

COVID-19to
have deflationary
impact: CEA

New Delhi: Chief Economic
Advisor KV Subramanian
on Thursday said the
COVID-19 pandemic has se-
verely dented the demand
for non-essential or discre-
tionary goods, creating de-
flationary conditions.

Jet-KLM deal
for Dutch biz
fails to take off

New Delhi: Jet Airways’ pro-
posed sale of its business in
the Netherlands to KLM has
been scrapped as the
European country’s airport
slot coordination organisa-
tion, ACNL, rejected the deal.

RBI sells net
$4.05bn
in March

Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
of India turned net seller of
the US dollar after it sold
$4.054 billionin Marchona
net basis in the spot mar-
ket, recent RBI data
showed. PTI

EXPLAINED

Global developments,
lockdown4.0
° keyfactors

time soon.

MARKETS WILL react to the Finance Minister’s
announcements in the following sessions. Besides, the
guidelines for the next phase of lockdown will also be on
their radar. At the same time, global markets are also not
showing any sign of stability yet.

The prevailing volatility is unlikely to subside any

Markets witnessed a gap-
down opening, tracking weak
cues from the both domestic
and global fronts.

“The rise in COVID-19 cases
and lack of clarity over the im-
pact of stimulus packages
weighed on the sentiment.
Besides, weakness in the global
markets further dented the
sentiment. The Nifty index
shed nearly 2.5 per cent and we
had a similar trend on the sec-
toral front, most indices ended
inthe red,” said Ajit Mishra, VP
- Research, Religare Broking.

S Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities, said,
“Markets traded weak through-

out the day with IT stocks drag-
ging indices as Gartner predicts
IT spend to decline 8%.
Automobile stocks led by
Maruti staged a smart recovery
even as Reliance dragged.” RIL
shares fell 4 per cent to Rs
1,435.45 on the BSE.

Analysts said the focus
would remain on the FM’s an-
nouncements over the next few
days as the Finance Minister
will be sharing further details
on other beneficiaries of the
stimulus package.

“Markets will react to those
announcements in the follow-
ing sessions. Besides, the guide-
lines for the next phase of lock-

Except banking & finance, essential
sectors outperform Sensex: Report

Share prices of companies in essential sectors have
outperformed the Sensex, with the exception of banking
and finance, even as sectors that are non-essential have
fallen more sharply than the Sensex,as per Care Ratings

HEALTHCARE GAINS

While the share prices of
healthcare sector companies
on average have increased
6.6% in 30 days of post
lockdown trading, share prices
of companies in other
essential sectors including
FMCG, IT, Energy, Telecom
and Oil and Gas have fallen but
still outperformed the Sensex

Banking and finance company
share prices have fallen more
than the Sensex by 12.1% and
11%, respectively, despite
being essential services as
investors are concerned on
how their assets will perform
under current circumstances
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CONSTRUCTION,AUTO
SECTORSLOSE

Standstills in construction and
auto manufacturing during the
lockdown have led to the
sectors performing worse than
the benchmark index by
15.9% and 5.2%, respectively

down will also be on their
radar.

“At the same time, global
markets are also not showing
any sign of stability yet. In short,
we do not expect the prevailing
volatility to subside any time
soon thus traders should plan
their positions accordingly and
focus more on money manage-
ment aspects,” Mishra said.

According to analysts, the
stimulus package announced
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday was
more of leveraging on existing
institutions and postponement
of activities such as tax de-
ducted at source instead of
fresh infusion of cash.

Asection of the market said
the announcements were short
of expectations.

Markets were expecting a
fresh infusion of liquidity
which could have been in the
form of external borrowings,
using forex reserves or the
Reserve Bank of India’s balance
sheet, among others.

But the government did not
announce any such things.
Moreover, public sector units
such as REC and PFC will have
to mobilise Rs 90,000 crore for
the stressed power distribu-
tions companies.

QOil prices rise
3% on dip in US
crude stockpiles
and IEA data

REUTERS
NEW YORK,MAY 14

OILPRICES rose on Thursday after
the International Energy Agency
forecast lower global stockpilesin
the second half of 2020, even as
worries remain over a second
surge in coronavirus infections in
coming months.

Crude prices have ticked upin
the last two weeks as some coun-
tries relaxed coronavirus restric-
tions and lockdowns to allow fac-
tories and shops to reopen.

Brent crude futures rose 88
cents, or 3 per cent, to $30.07 a
barrel, at $30.12 per barrel at 1530
GMT (1130 EDT).

US West Texas Intermediate
(WTI)crude futuresrose 81 cents,
or 3.2 per cent, to $26.10 a barrel.

US crude inventories fell for
the first time in 15 weeks, the EIA
said Wednesday, with a fall in US
crude stockpiles of 745,000 bar-
rels to 531.5 million barrels in the
week to May 8.

AVERAGE PRICE OF THE SENSEX IN 30

TRADING DAYS POST-MARCH 24 HAS
FALLEN 16%, COMPARED TO AVERAGE PRICE
IN 30 TRADING DAYS BEFORE LOCKDOWN

Sector Index

30-dav Averaae price
post lockdown compared
to pre-lockdown

Performance
relative to Sensex

Key essential sectors outperforming Sensex

Healthcare 6.60% 22.60%
FMCG -1.90% 14.10%
Energy -3.50% 12.50%
Telecom -5.90% 10.10%
Oiland Gas -10.90% 5.10%

Key essential sectors underperforming relative to Sensex

Bankex

-28.10%

-12.10%

Finance

-27.00%

-11.00%

Key non-essential sectors under performing relative to Sensex

Basic Materials -20.00% -4.00%
Auto -21.20% -5.20%
Consumer Durables -21.50% -5.50%
Industrial -23.60% -7.60%
Realty -31.90% -15.90%

Note: Average performance compares average price from March 25- May 12
with average price from Feb 10 - March 23

Compiled by ENS Economic Bureau

Source: Care Ratings

WTO head to step down a year early

REUTERS
GENEVA/BRUSSELS, MAY 14

WORLD TRADE Organization
head Roberto Azevedo will step
down ayear earlier than planned
in August, he said on Thursday, in
asurprise move as the trade body
struggles toreinin global tensions
and coordinate responses to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The 62-year-old Brazilian has
been director-general since 2013
and is serving a second term that
was due to conclude at the end of
August 2021.

Azevedo said that he had
taken a “personal decision” after
talking with his family and that his
move was not due to health rea-
sons or because of specific politi-
cal ambitions.

According tothe text of anad-
dress to the WTO’s members,
Azevedo said he thought it was

World Trade Organization
head Roberto Azevedo. File

alsointhe bestinterests of the or-
ganisation.

“As members start to shape
the WTO’s agenda for the new
post-COVID realities, they should
do so with a new director-gen-
eral,” he told a virtual meeting of

national members on Thursday
afternoon.

His departure comes ata test-
ing period for the 25-year-old
body, which has seen its role in
settling disputes undermined af-
ter its Appellate Body was paral-

ysed in December by
Washington’s decision to block
the appointment of judges.

Since the COVID-19 crisis hit,
Azevedo has called for govern-
ments to refrain from imposing
export restrictions on food and
medical supplies.

The WTO club of 164 mem-
bers, which is designed to set
global trading rules, has also not
produced any major international
accord since abandoningits “Doha
Round” of negotiations in 2015.

Its members are negotiating
anagreement to cut subsidies for
fishing to allow a revival of de-
pleted fish stocks, while a smaller
group are discussing a possible

Sebi relaxes minimum public holding norms

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI,MAY 14

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Thursday
relaxed the 25 per cent minimum
public shareholding norm and
advised exchanges not to take pe-
nalaction till August 2020 in case
of non-compliance.

The Sebi move isaimed at eas-
ing such compliance rules amid
the disruptions caused by the
coronavirus pandemic. The deci-
sion has been taken after receiv-
ing requests from listed entities
and industry bodies as well as
considering the prevailing busi-
ness and market conditions, it
said.

In a circular, Sebi said it has

ATLEAST 25% PUBLIC
SHAREHOLDING: RULE

M The rules have been
relaxed for listed
entities for whom the
deadline to comply
with MPS
requirements falls
between the period
from March 1,2020 to
August 31,2020

M Under Sebi norms,
listed entities need to
have atleast 25%
public shareholding

decided to grant relaxation from
applicability of minimum public

shareholding (MPS) require-
ment. The rules have been re-
laxed for listed entities for whom
the deadline to comply with MPS
requirements falls between the
period from March 1, 2020 to
August 31, 2020. Under Sebi
norms, listed entities are re-
quired to have atleast 25 per cent
public shareholding.

Stock exchanges have been
asked to not take any penal action
against such entities in case of
non-compliance during the said
period. Penal actions, if any, initi-
ated by exchanges from March 1,
2020till date for non-compliance
of MPS requirements by such
listed entities may be withdrawn,
the regulator said.

As per the norms, exchanges
can impose a fine of up to Rs

10,000 on companies for each
day of non-compliance with MPS
requirements. Besides, ex-
changes can intimate deposito-
ries to freeze the entire share-
holding of the promoter and
promoter group. This circular will
come into force with immediate
effect, it said.

Many public sector compa-
nies are yet to fulfill the 25 per
cent minimum public sharehold-
ing norms, and have been seek-
ing deadline extensions. In July
2019, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharamanin her maiden Budget
speech urged Sebi to considerin-
creasing the minimum public
holding in listed firms to 35 per
cent from 25 per cent. However,
Sebiboard is yet to take a view on
this proposal.

deal on e-commerce. However,
key differences remain and they
are far from the consensus re-
quired to agree both deals.

Some members, notably the
United States, Japan and the
European Union, are pushing for
more fundamental reforms. They
say global trading rules need tore-
flect new realities - notably a far
stronger China-and address prob-
lems such as state-led subsidies
and forced technology transfers.

Such issues might have been
addressed at the WTO's biennial
meeting due to have taken place
in Kazakhstan in June. That has
now been pushed back to mid- or
late-2021. Azevedo said his depar-
ture would allow a successor tobe
in place before then.

Azevedo said the WTO could
not stand still while the world
around it changed, norignore the
“new normal” that had emerged
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

‘Fiscal deficit
likely to more
than double to
7.9% in FY2I’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
MUMBAI, MAY 14

WITH THE government’s Rs 20
lakh crore stimulus package, the
country’sfiscal deficitislikely tobe
more than double to 7.9 per cent
in the current financial year, ac-
cording to an SBI research report.

The report had earlier esti-
mated the fiscal deficittobe 3.5 per
centof GDPthis fiscal. The Centre
hasannounced anadditional bor-
rowingof around Rs4.2 lakh crore,
or2.1 per centof GDP. The govern-
ment debt as a percentage of GDP
has beenrising since FY11.

International market data till 1900 IST

Govt prepares for staggered
resumption of flights: Stamping
of boarding passes suspended

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, MAY 14

THE CENTRAL government has
started work to prepare for re-
sumption of commercial domes-
tic flights, something that may
happen in a staggered manner
over the next one month, senior
government and industry officials
said. To this effect, government
agencies have began laying the
groundwork in terms of safety
and policy measures required to
start flight operations.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security issued a circular
Wednesday doing away with se-
curity personnel stamping board-
ing passes of flight passengers at
airports. “In view of the prevail-
ing situation of COVID-19 pan-
demic and countermeasures be-
ing taken to contain its spread by
touch/contact, it has been de-
cided to dispense with the proce-
dure of stamping the passengers’
BoardingPass...after completion
of pre-embarkation security
check of the concerned passen-
ger, till further orders,” the circu-
lar said.

Additionally, the government
has also circulated a set of draft
standard operating procedures
withvarious stakeholders includ-
ing airlines, airports and ground
handling companies seeking their

The government has
circulated a set of draft
standard operating
procedures with
various stakeholders

views on measures for ensuring
social distancing and health safety
of passengers and staff. These in-
clude downloading of Aarogya
Setu app, increasing of passenger
reporting time atairports, manda-
tory web check-in, among other
such procedures.

“...suggestions were sought
on a draft discussion paper from
airlines and airports. The sugges-
tions have now beenreceived. The
final SOPis yet to beissued,” agov-
ernment spokesperson for the
Ministry of Civil Aviation, said.

A senior official said that
while the civil aviation ministry
was awaiting a nod from
Ministry of Home Affairs before
allowing airlines to take bookings
for scheduled commercial flights,
the Centre was also in discus-
sions with various state govern-
ments considering it was impor-
tant for states to be on board with
the plan.

“Initially, nod for flights may
be given for some of the green
zonedistricts but most of the ma-

Vijay Mallya’s move to
appeal against UK
extradition hits a block

‘Big victory’ and a ‘milestone’, says CBI

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON/NEW DELHI,MAY 14

IN A huge legal blow to Vijay
Mallya, the embattled liquorbaron
on Thursday lost his application
seeking leave to appeal his extradi-
tion to India in the UK Supreme
Court, settinga28-day clockon his
removal from the UK.

The UK court’s decision
marks a big legal setback to the
64-year-old flamboyant busi-
nessman, who last month lost his
High Court appeal against an ex-
tradition order to India on
charges of fraud and money
laundering related to unrecov-
ered loans to his now-defunct
Kingfisher Airlines.

Mallya had 14 days to file his
latest application to seek permis-
sion to move the higher court on
the High Court judgment from
April 20, which dismissed his ap-
peal against a Westminster
Magistrates’ Court extradition or-
der certified by the UK Home
Secretary.

The latest decision, referred to
asa“pronouncement”, means that
under the India-UK Extradition
Treaty, the UKHome Office is now
expected to formally certify the
courtorder for Mallya to be extra-
dited to India within 28 days.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation has described the
move as a “big victory” and a
“milestone”. “Vide order dated
20.04.2020,aDivision Bench of UK
High Court has dismissed Mallya’s
appeal against the lower court or-
derrecommending his extradition
to face trial in India,” CBI
spokesperson R K Gaur said.

The agency had filed a charge
sheet on the conclusion of the in-
vestigation on January 24, 2017,
which was followed by a request

Nirav Modi
extradition

case adjourned

London: The UK court hear-
ing the extradition case of
fugitive diamond merchant
Nirav Modi, wanted in India
on charges of fraud and
money laundering amount-
ingtoanestimated $2 billion,
on Thursday adjourned the
trial to be resumed from
September 7.PTI

for extradition of Mallya on
January 31,2017. Based on the re-
quest, he was arrested by the UK
authorities on April 20, 2017, but
was given bail within hours.

“The court having signified its
intention torefuse to certify a point
of law of general public impor-
tance with a view to an appeal to
the Supreme Court,” notes the pro-
nouncement by Lord Justice
Stephen Irwin and Justice
Elisabeth Laing at the Royal Courts
of Justicein London presiding over
the appeal.

It sets the 28-day “required pe-
riod’,as defined by Section 36 and
Section 118 of the UK Extradition
Act 2003, within which the extra-
dition must be carried out.

The UK Crown Prosecution
Service said Mallya’s appeal to cer-
tify a point of law was rejected on
all three counts - of hearing oral
submissions, granta certificate on
the questions as drafted,and grant
permission to appeal to the SC.

The case will now make its
way back to UK Home Secretary
Priti Patel to formally certify the ex-
tradition order, with Mallya’s re-
moval expected to take place
within 28 days.

jor traffic centres are still in red or
orange zones, and for that it is es-
sential that we have state govern-
ments on board,” the official said.

The official also alluded to the
possibility thatinitially it may just
be AirIndia that will be allowed to
startdomesticrepatriation flights
on the lines of the international
Vande Bharat mission. In the sec-
ond phase of this mission, Air
India will fly around 30,000 pas-
sengers from 31 countries. Some
of the flights under this mission
also connect airports within the
country such as Delhi-Varanasi,
Delhi-Bengaluru, Mumbai-Kochi,
etc. However, these flightsare only
for passengers arriving frominter-
national stations and bookings
have not been opened for domes-
tic passengers.

Anexecutive atalow-cost air-
line said that even though the car-
riers have been running opera-
tions for cargo flights in passenger
aircraft, the size of the operation
hasbeen scaled down to unprece-
dented levels and the carriers
might require some time to pre-
pare for commercial passenger
operations. “We have been told by
the government that we might get
10days to take bookings and pre-
pare technically, and are hopeful
for some clarity once the guide-
lines for Lockdown 4.0 are re-
leased,” the executive said, on con-
dition of anonymity.

Truncated April
WPI data: 10.12%
deflation in fuel,
power basket

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,MAY 14

THE GOVERNMENT on Thursday
released truncated data for April
wholesale price-based inflation
saying there was limited transac-
tion of productsin the market due
to the outbreak of COVID-19.
Asperthedatareleased by the
Commerce Ministry, wholesale
priceindex deflationin primaryar-
ticleswas 0.79 per cent in April, as
against 3.72 per centin March. The
fueland powerbasket saw adefla-
tion of 10.12 per cent in April,
against 1.76 per cent in the previ-
ous month. All commodities WPI
could not be computed due to
non-availability of manufactured
product group index, it added.

France to go
ahead with digital
tax this year

REUTERS
PARIS,MAY 14

FRANCE WILL go ahead with its
tax on big digital businesses this
year whether there is progress or
not towards an international deal
on the issue, its finance minister
said on Thursday.

France offered in January to
suspend until the end of the year
instalments of its tax on big digital
companies’ income in France
while an international deal to re-
write the rules of cross-border tax-
ation was negotiated this year.
“Never hasadigital tax been more
legitimate and more necessary,”
Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire
told journalists. “Inany case, France
will apply as it has always indi-
cated ataxondigital giantsin 2020
either in an international form if
thereisadeal orinanational form
if there is no deal,” Le Maire said.

UN forecasts pandemic to
shrink world economy by 3.2%

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
UNITEDNATIONS, MAY 14

THE UNITED Nations forecast
Wednesday that the COVID-19
pandemic will shrink the world
economy by 3.2 per cent this year,
the sharpest contraction since the
Great Depression in the 1930s.
The UN’s mid-year report
said the impact of the coron-
avirus crisis is expected to slash
global economic output by
nearly $8.5 trillion over the next
two years, wiping out nearly all
gains of the last four years.In
January, before COVID-19 be-
came a pandemic, the UN had

Pandemic hasledtoa3
per cent drop in global
trade in the first
quarter of 2020: UN

forecastamodestaccelerationin
growth of 2.5 per cent in 2020.
Meanwhile, the pandemic
has led to a 3 per cent drop in
global trade in the first quarter of
2020 and this downturn is ex-
pected to accelerate in the next
quarter to project a whopping
quarter-on-quarter decline of 27
per cent, the UN trade body has

warned.

UN experts hail
India’s ‘impressive’
stimulus package

United Nations: Top UN experts
have hailed as “impressive” India’s
Rs20lakh crore stimulus package,
the largest so faramong the devel-
oping countries, torevive itsecon-
omy, which has been severely hit
by the lockdown.

Chief of the Global Economic
Monitoring Branch Hamid Rashid
said inresponse to a question that
the stimulus package announced
by the Indian government on
Tuesday “isavery welcome devel-
opment.” PTI
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Footballisn’t necessarily a necessity —it’'sagame, it’'sa

sport. | mean, what if we go through all this rigmarole of
trying to get back started and we have a second peak and
we're stopped anyways?.”

GLENN MURRAY,

BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION STRIKER

Football’s new ‘sanitised’ era Domgticrerformersset

From socially-distanced team buses to elbow bumps, Bundesliga will have new guidelines when it restarts this weekend

e SANIA MIRZA

Six-time Grand Slam

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE
BERLIN, MAY 14

JUST DAYS after this newspaper reported that
several domestic players were yet to receive
their award money after four months of an-

PLAYERS ARRIVING in several sparsely-

populated team buses, substitutes wear- nouncement, the BCCl transferred the amount champion Sania Mirzawillbe
ing masks and goal celebrations limited to to the bank accounts of 10 cricketers. the guestat The Indian Express
elbow bumps — when German football re- The eight male players whoreceivedRs 1.5 on Friday, May 15, at4pm.
turns to the pitch this weekend, it will have lakh each are: Sidak Singh (Puducherry), the Sania, who returned tothe

to follow a draconian set of guidelines. The highest wicket-taker in the under-23 CK :

German Football League (DFL) presented g Nayudu Trophy; Aryan Hooda (Jharkhand), the ﬁggé?ﬂi%ga;yﬁﬁ?;fk about
political leaders with a 51-page document X highest run-getterin U-16 Vijay Merchant tour- X 2 )

of guidelines to earn the right for the = nament; Abhishek Yadav (Jharkhand), the high- the Impact ofthe pandemlc'
Bundesliga to become the first of Europe’s =hi4 est wicket-taker in Vijay Merchant tourney; on tennis,among other topics.

big five leagues to resume action. : Manan Hingrajia (Gujarat), the highest run-get-

The matches will be surrounded by ex- ~nifll terinthe under-23 CKNayudu Trophy; Apurva THEEVENT CAN BE
traordinary measures to protect players |, mi Anand (Gujarat), the highest wicket-taker in FOLLOWEDON
and officials from infection by coronavirus. i the under-19 Cooch Behar Trophy; Vathsal THEINDIAN EXPRESS’
And the weighty text underlines that “all i Govind (Kerala), the highest run getter in un- FACEBOOK PAGE
of the measures are conditional on the fact F ; der-19 Cooch Behar Trophy; Milind Kumar

that they do not divert indispensable re- D i cebesiest

sources from the fight against COVID-19 for
the rest of the population”.

(Sikkim), the highest run-getter in Ranji Trophy
and Ashutosh Aman (Bihar), the highest
wicket- taker in the Ranji Trophy.

Shafali Verma, the best woman player in

indianexpress/)

Testing and quarantine junior cricket, and Deepti Sharma, the best in

The central pillar of the DFL's planisthe ~ The stadiums for rest of the Bundesliga season will be empty, although there will still be home and away teams. Reuters file senior domestic tournaments, received Rs 1.5
mass testing of players, coaches and back- lakh each as prize money. All the awards were
room staff. They are tested at least twice a announced at a function held in Mumbai in
week and once on the eve of matches. Any  cluding security guards. It is the police's plastic screens between interviewerandin-  January 2020. The Indian Express had reported
that test positive for the virus are separated  job to prevent supporters gathering out- SCR AMBLE TO THE FIN ISH terviewee. Just 10 journalists will be admit-  thatthe families of junior cricketers were badly
from the rest of the team. side the stadiums. ted to each match. There will be no press  affected by the Covid-19 lockdown. Sidak’s fa-

The decision to quarantine teams rests . . conferences and the mixed zone wherere-  therhasaclothbusiness thathasruninto prob-
with the authorities in each of Germany's  T€am arrivals There will be atotal of porters can normally ask players questions, ~ lems. In Bokaro, Abhishek Yadav, the son of a
federal states, which explains why the en- The teams will arrive in several coaches 213 people allowed in will be closed. Class D railway employee, wanted his money
tire team of second-division Dynamo toensure each occupantis sitting 1.5 metres s the sFadlum -98around . for his grandmother’s treatmentbut his father  tend its contract with chief executive officer
Dresden was placed in quarantine aftertwo ~ (five feet) apart. Everyone in the vehicles the pitch (including players, coaches, Holed up in hotels had to take aloan for it. Rahul Johri by one year. Johri had tendered his
players were found to have coronavirusbut  must wear masks. The social distancing ballboys anq photographe.rs)amfl Wherever possible, visiting teams must Six players confirmed that they had re-  resignation to board secretary Jay Shah a few
Borussia Moenchengladbach, in a different  rules must also be respected in the chang- another 115in th? stands(mc}udmg book an entire hotel or, at the very least,an  ceived the money by Thursday evening. months ago and his tenure was supposed to
state, continued to train after cases were  ing rooms. When the players come onto the officials and media). There will be entire floor. The hotel has to be disinfected , endin April. However, the board decided to give
found among their squad. pitch, handshakes are banned, there will be lessthan 100 other peopleallowed before the players arrive. Playersarebanned ~ Prabhakar’s dues cleared him an extension as many in BCCl felt that his

. no team photos or handshakes and no team Just OUtS_lde the stadium for from the hotel’s weights room and must re- Former Indiaall-rounder Manoj Prabhakar,  expertise will be handy in dealings with the ICC.
Empty stadiums pennants will be exchanged. occupational reasons. spect the required distance from theirteam-  whose five-year ban for alleged match fixing . ,

Only around 300 people will be al- . mates even at mealtimes. ended in2005, will finally get his pending dues Junior selectors’ tenure ends
lowed into the stadium on matchdays. On the pitch . . —pension, benevolent fund, and one-time ben- The board has informed two junior selec-
They are divided into three zones to avoid Players and the match officials do not ~ avoided. “Contact with elbows or feetis ~ Private lives efit money, amounting to over Rs 1 crore —as  tors, Gyanendra Pandey and Rakesh Parikh, that
any contact between each group. Only  need to wear masks, but everyoneelseon  preferred,” the document states. Athome, players must live innear-quar- ~ BCCI accepted his request to grant him the  their tenures have ended. The BCCI had called
players, match officials, first aid personnel  the pitchside does, including substitutes The DFL urges players to show “exem-  antine conditions, without seeing their  money. The decision comes after the board  forapplication for the post of two junior selec-
and a small group of photographersareal-  on the bench. The match balls will be dis-  plary behaviour”. neighbours or friends. The samerulesapply ~ cleared the dues of former India captain  tors in January and the positions are yet to be
lowed on the pitch. infected regularly during the action. . toall of a player’s family members. The play-  Mohammad Azharuddin, of approximatelyRs filled. Until now, Pandey and Parikh were asked

In the otherwise empty stands there  Players have been told that physical con- Media coverage ersare noteven permitted to do the family’s 1.5 crore, in December 2019. towatchjunior tournaments, including the un-
will be just a handful of reporters and TV tact should only be made as a result of play Eight pages of the health document de-  shopping. . . der-23 CKNayudu Trophy. “The board has sent
camera operators. Outside the stadiumit- ~ during the match and embracing or high-  tail the measures that the TV teams must (Live on Star Sports 2: 7pmonwardson  Johri granted extension them official communication that their tenure
self is the third category of personnel in-  fives to celebrate goals is to be strictly take to avoid contact, including erecting Saturday) The BCCI Apex Council also decided toex-  has come to an end,” sources said.

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
CROSSWORD 4118 y — _ _ _ _ DAY TODAY BY PETER VIDAL
ALL N el T[Sy THE TRUE =1l ; ; -"-,‘ ,
MEANING OF SHRISTMAS ; PINDSALRT S ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
5!.'.‘?:':4 IVES DESPITE |::-|.'|. THE | : MUET B2 o You're stillin a One thing you
SECULAR DISTRALTIONG, & it [ Llh.'l.i-"-‘-ER Lﬂ-_ﬁ'i sensitive mood, should be doing this
B g 2 oy g | perhaps too weekis building up
=3 - sensitive. If you personal contacts, so
should begin to feel that your make all those phone calls and
imagination is running away send those letters which you've
with you, come back to earth been thinking about for far too
and get stuck into one of your long. You never know - perhaps
more adventurous hobbies. It's someone may be delighted to
definitely time to broaden hear from you.
your horizons. isrestored.
TAURUS (Apr21 - May 21) SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
There are people You know what you
around who are want in your heart of
@ prepared to create @ hearts. The Sunis
havocifyoulet shortly toraise all
them. The risks seem slight at those deep emotional issues,
ST CHRRLIE, [ S0 ST o w1 Srrnoes | | LSTER SHRRLS, Y WiTh Sothesensblethingtodo.  on Fnd anusualnaysto
YE QANMT B9 TT TORERT, o AN 00 | AW HES TAT | (D' GEIHS T HIME | LSS G would be to dealwi%hcauses of t int y d
H - put your point across, an
BT s LTRE CREER'S i vy o | SremsETd oF | | T SR M HAGHITE. discontent, now. On balance tryalittle lateral thinking!
ACROSS Down PRREHI= ARE =0 DESPERATE o LT =] A Wil oK, U O T SN you'll probably lose if you The answer is staring you in
1 Considers changing gearon 1 Theymay be used for storing T GEET ARIRE GRCL WU, TR - PRThL MEH! [ | BELDVE WIWhT MAN SlENTS prevaricate for too long. the face.
1 - I

; g‘;ﬂr:;‘ftﬁz)em? - , itrr:‘:;h:‘zr(zm i) M B HEE THAL THEY.. E L~ | THIS CRETIM IS W IERY GEMINI (May 22 - June21) SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)

) ’ h There’s asimple Canyou turn the
Cashlender pointlessly 3 Healthy dislike may make B switch from the clock back and grow
providing for yachts perhaps oneso(4) E @ desire to compete, to @ younger? As the
9) 4 Outbursts of temper appear . E the need to co- hours pass you will

9  Biblical character left to in parts of the play (6) L operate. Others may be become ever more youthful

reflect(3) 5  Spokenexam on history of ! confused by your changing and spontaneous in your

10 Not the top team (4) shepherds (8) H opinions but, then, they often reactions. It will be important

12 Journalistabout to take a 6  Toothsome friend witha I are! Any travel arrangements to give others the benefit of

drink(8) restaurant reservation (9) A, require an extra check, the doubt, for then they'll be

14 Look pleased about one 7  Alteranumberontheside(7) especially lthey’re mainly far mmore 1r;§llned toindulge

literary comparison (6) 11 Volume of noise - mind out! MARVIN bv Tom Armstron WAy Oroverseas. yourwhims.
15  Fishhook tip used by the 9) y g CANCER (June 22 - July 23) CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Spanish (6) 13 Request with certain . You're really rather The general mood of

17  Druginvolves girl in basic sat(ilsfaction (8) 'VE ALEEADY DEVELOPED A DISTINCTIVE, tenacious when you the times is still

changes (8) 14 Togetahead, take the other RECOSMZABLE ARTISTYES STYLE! actually get going. reasonably sober,

18  Raygives usabigsmile(4) fellow’s place (7) ) Once you have the which suits many of

21 Old prophetin the limelight 16  They believe in British Elt b etween your teeth you will your qnderlylng serious

more than once (3) industry(6) e impossible to shake off, as qualltl_es. It wo_uld be very
other people will very soon useful indeed if you took the

22 Duetboundtobe off-key, 19 Amode of address forone discover. Pity the poor initiative and got other people

that's certain (9) motherand another (5) individual who tried toputone  to talk to each other fora

24 Poetissoundlyswindled(5) 20 Goandact(4) over on you. They will soon change. There is no substitute

25  Word for word (7) 23 Upset the fruit barrel (3) regret their mistake for good communication.

Solutions Crossword 4117: Across: 1 Collapse, 5 News, 9 Easel, 10 Emotion, 11 LEO (July 24 - Aug 23) AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)

Contaminates, 13 Astern, 14 Abrade, 17 Ghost stories, 20 Awesome, 21 Irony, 22 Recent events Nothing stays the

Sets, 23 Sturgeon. Down: 1Crew, 2 Lash out, 3 Alliteration, 4 Steamy, 6 Edict, 7 should have same for ever, least

Sinister, 8 Sound barrier, 12 Gangways, 15 Anemone, 16 Street, 18 Overt, 19 Hymn. @ reminded you that it e of all your mood.

isawaste of time After a possibly
trying to do thingsina uncertain morning you will
roundabout manner, evenifyou  become ever more confident.
are eager to spare others’ There’s something about the
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 5s o feelings. There is no substitute changing astrological 'weather’
Instructions ¥ o = for being utterly open and that will make you happier to
Given below are fourjumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle, } | ; |9 2i9le 4 FFB|5 3 direct, and no excuse for be assertive, independent and
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get every digitfrom1t09 ? 2 5 1 = q being lazy. in control.
theanswer for the given quip. o must appearin each of the I - | I B 4311|5287 B
Itis timeforusto eachother,____eachother.- Jesse Jackson (4,2,...3,2) I': T 13 g8 ! IT &' 5|3 8/ 8)11!2 4 VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
< hofthe nine hori ' tal ' AR g 2 (@) - - Youare l}able tolose Change happens
eachorthenine horizonta = o 4 1. 78 8. 616 3 2 interestin one hourly, so try to keep
GMOOR AETNNT = rows andineach of the g 1 5 3 | S ZTals s il5(5p particular person, or up! Al tosettle
a i 4 516 B | = 8 58123 8]7 4 1 ;ocigl gath?dring. On thledother tﬁfs this rtnc;rnin% t;Nlt])erll you .
1 and, your desires cou still seem o have the balance o
DYOTT EGMTNU a Difficulty Level B 211 | 9 3 9416 61|12/ 8.7 become much deeper and cosmic energy on your side.
:.--: .. 1s=Veryeasy; 2s = Easy; 3 4ls o 5 ' Fl1|4 22 B3 |68 8B more intense, meaning By mid-afternoon you will
3s=Medium; 4s = Hard; ; it = that you'll be fussier about have to take other
5s=VeryHard; 6s = g | 6’ 2 862 7 3j4/15 whom you mix with. Quite peopleintoaccounttoa
UOS)[DE[QSSS[— 1910 [oea Uo Jjou ‘_IQLIJO (Jo®9 03 WLIN) 0] SN.10J oW SI]] JIaMsuy Genius w nghtv too. greatEI degree‘
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