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AASHISHAARYAN&
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,MAY10

THE CONSUMPTIONpattern of
fast-moving consumer goods
(FMCG)witnessed a discernible
trend across twodistinct phases
duringthelockdownthatstarted
March25.Intheinitialdays,peo-
plestockeduponstaplesandes-
sentials,andthentherewasaper-
ceptible shift with higher
demandforpackagedfooditems
like instant noodles, biscuits,
chipsandready-to-cookmeals.
In the first ten days of the

lockdown, sales of essentials
suchasflour,rice,sugar,saltand
oil shot up due to panic buying,
according to executives from a
number of leading FMCG com-
panies The Indian Express
reached out to. Moving ahead,
this changed over the next 30
days as supply chain and pro-
duction problems led to essen-
tials likepulses andwheat flour
not being supplied sufficiently.
Thisledtopeoplestockingupon
productswith longer shelf lives
mainly on account of uncer-
tainty overwhen the lockdown
wouldbe lifted.
“Nearly 43 per cent of con-

sumers started hoarding or

stocking up products across all
categories at home.When con-
sumersgivesuchanindication,it
becomesallthemoreimportant
thattheproductsareavailablein
aseamlessmanner,andthesup-
plychainiscompletelyontopof
demand,”AnilTalreja,Consumer
Leader and Partner at Deloitte
India toldThe IndianExpress.
For example, in the first 3-4

days, Noida-headquartered
Mother Dairy saw demand for
liquidmilkandotherdairyprod-
ucts such as paneer, ghee, and
buttergoupbyasmuchas10per
cent of its total sales. Similarly,
saleof allkindsof edibleoil rose
byasmuchas50percent in the

firstweek. “Frozenproduct cat-
egories like green peas, corn,
mixedveggies, snacksand jack-
fruitalsowitnessedasteepjump
indemand—ashighasover100
per cent,” said Sangram
Chaudhary,Managing Director,
MotherDairy.
Overthenext30daystillMay

3, however, certain segments
such as instant noodles wit-
nessed an almost 50 per cent
year-on-year jump.
“Inthesecondphase,wesaw

an increased demand for pack-
aged food such as noodles, bis-
cuits, ready-to-make products,
and hot beverages. Customers
continued to buy staples and

personal hygiene products too.
Thisphasealsoledtothegrowth
of local-label goods as the sup-
ply chain faced disruption and
several FMCG companies were
unable to deliver their goods,”
said Arvind Mediratta, MD &
CEO,METROCash&CarryIndia.
The partial lifting of restric-

tions for e-commerce compa-
nies to deliver non-essentials
also prompted customers to
makeabeelineforcertainprod-
ucts that became essential over
time. According to onlinemar-
ketplaceSnapdeal,keyitemsthe
companyshippedfollowingthe
partial relaxations included
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In the laterweeks, thedemandforpackagedfooditemssuch
asnoodles, chips,andready-to-cookmealshasgoneup. File

WHENTHERE ispanic,
people stockuponsta-
ples like rice, flourand
otheressentials. But
whenuncertainty ispro-
longedandonecan’t step
out, theyopt for solu-
tions thatmake lifeeas-
ier—ready-to-cook food,
chips, andnachos.Non-
essentials toostartbe-
comingessentials.
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MigrantsfromUParescreenedandregisteredbeforeleavingChandigarhonaspecial traintoGondaonSunday.KamleshwarSingh

BUSINESS AS USUAL
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Trend in lockdown buying: a shift from staples to ready-to-cook

LOCKDOWN
DAY

47

CONCERN
DELHI: However,
600+ numbers
for a day and half

CAUTION
TELANGANA: 30
new cases, the

most since Apr 21

A GLIMMER
PUNJAB: Nanded
spurt over; back
to avg daily cases

KEYSTATES
TOWATCH
■Maharashtra
■Gujarat
■Delhi
■TamilNadu
■Rajasthan
■WestBengal

TOTAL
CASES
20,228
7,797
6,923
6,535
3,603
1,786

DOUBLING
RATE**
10.99
13.56
11.65
6.18
20.30
8.10

SURGEIN
24HRS
1,165
394
605
526
129
108

7-DAYAVG.
GROWTH*

6.55%
5.31%
6.18%
11.64%
3.55%
8.89%

TRACKING INDIA’SCOVIDCURVE

CASES:
62,939

RECOVERED: 19,358 |DEATHS:2,109
TESTS: 16,09,037 |DOUBLINGRATE: 12.74**

*CompoundedDailyGrowthRateover last 7days **Calculatedover7-daygrowth

Basedondailydata releasedbyUnionMinistryofHealthandFamilyWelfare,
IndianCouncil ofMedicalResearchandstategovernments

Fake news targeting minorities, Tablighi chief’s audio:
BPRD red-flags these in its report, then pulls it down
Somecorrectionsbeingmade, says
police researchbureauunderHome

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI,MAY10

A REPORT by a Union Home
Ministry think tank on “how to
spotandinvestigate”fakenews,
whichred-flaggedthetargeting
ofminoritiesovertheCovidpan-
demicandmentionedtheaudio
of theTablighiJamaatchief inits
discussion on fake audio, has
been pulled downwithin a day
of beingpostedonline.
The 40-page “guide for law

enforcement agencies”wasup-
loaded by the Bureau of Police
Research & Development
(BPR&D) on its official website
Saturday and removed Sunday.
When contacted by The Indian
Express, BPR&D spokesperson
Jitendra Yadav said: “There are
somecorrectionsbeingmadein
the booklet. It will be uploaded
againafter that.”
Incidentally, The Indian

Express had reported Saturday
that an initial investigation by
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After denying report, police
summon Express reporter
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MAY10

ADAY after it called a report in
The IndianExpress, ‘Tablighi FIR:
Police probe indicates Saad au-
dioclipwasdoctored’,“factually
incorrect... purely conjectural”,
theDelhiPoliceemailed anotice
on Sunday evening to the City
Editor and Chief Reporter,
requiringthereportertojointhe
probe Monday or face legal

action under Indian Penal Code
Section 174 — it can result in a
prison termand fine.
The notice was sent on the

dayTheIndianExpresspublished
theDelhiPolice’srejoinderwith
itsownresponsethatthereport
was based on conversations
withsourcesandofficialsaware
of the probe against Maulana
Saad, and that calls and ames-
sage to Special CP (Crime)
Praveer Ranjan Friday for his
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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,MAY10

OFFICIALS IN Kasaragod, the
hotspot at Kerala’s northern tip
thataccountedfornearly35per
cent of the state’s Covid count,
with 178 of 512 cases, said
Sunday that the district’s last
positive patient has returned
homeafterbeingcured.
“We have successfully com-

pleted the first phase.Wewere
able to track all the cases. There
wasnotasinglecasewithmiss-
ing links of infection. Due to a
strongsurveillancemechanism,
we could limit the virus spread
withinthefamiliesof thosewith
travelhistory,’’DrATManoj,the
district surveillance officer, told
The IndianExpress.
“Now, we are geared up for

thenextstage,withthearrivalof
expats evacuated from abroad
and those returning from
hotspots in other parts of the
country,”Manoj said.
Accordingtodistrictofficials,

theywere able to catchupwith
the outbreak and get ahead by
adopting an “evolving” strategy

thatincludedatweakedquaran-
tineprotocolofupto55days, in-
tensive sealingof local hotspots
andaggressivehomesurveys.
Kasaragod initially had only

onecasewithtravelhistoryfrom
Wuhan,whichwas reportedon
February 3. Andwhen the lock-
downwas imposed onMarch
24,thedistricthadreportedjust
sixcases.But thesecondboutof
infection,whichbeganonMarch
17 mainly with the arrival of
travellers from theMiddle East,
led to the district turning into
Kerala’sCovidepicentre.
“A large number of regular

commuters from the Gulf and
Mumbaimadethedistrict apo-
tential hotspot. But we had an-
ticipated the threat. In fact, or-
derswereissuedthatthosewho
entered the district after
February 20 should not attend
anypublicfunction,”saidDistrict
CollectorDrDSajithBabu.
But with the spike in cases,

thelocaladministrationramped
up its efforts. The district’s two
governmenthospitalswerecon-
verted into Covid centres and
scores of health workers were
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AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,MAY10

WHILEAPPLAUDING India’s “re-
markable success” in containing
the spread of the novel coron-
avirusdiseaseinthefirstphaseof
theoutbreak,DavidNabarro, the
World Health Organisation’s
(WHO) Special EnvoyonCovid-
19, said the key to success in the
next phase would be the pre-
paredness of local governments
insuppressingandmanagingout-
breaksatthecommunitylevel.
Nabarro, a British physician

and public health professional
whowas in the race for the top
postatWHO,isoneofthesixspe-
cial envoys namedby theWHO
director general in February to

providestrategicadvicetocoun-
triesandengageinhigh-levelpo-
liticaladvocacyonCovid-19.
In an interview given to The

Indian Express, Nabarro, 70, said
Indiahaddoneremarkablywell
sofartoslowdownthespreadof
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ABANTIKAGHOSH&
RAVISHTIWARI
NEWDELHI,MAY10

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi is scheduled tomeetchief
ministersofallstatesonMonday
viavideoconferencingtodiscuss
the way forward in the battle
against the novel coronavirus
disease(Covid-19). Inameeting
onSundaythathasset thestage

forMonday’s discussions, state
chief secretaries called fora cal-
ibratedsteppingupofeconomic
activities in a video conference
with thecabinet secretary.
“Ourunderstanding is every

chiefministerfavoursgradedre-
laxation. Theywantmore liber-
alisation in the next version of
guidelines... thiswillbeaconsul-
tativeprocess,”aseniorgovern-
ment functionarywhoispartof

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

In living with the virus, local
govts’ preparedness will be
key, says WHO Covid envoy

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI,MAY10

INAMAJORdecisionthatsignals
a gradual resumptionof normal
activities after 47 days of lock-
down, the government Sunday
said inter-state train services for
all passengers — not just
strandedmigrantworkers—will
commence from Tuesday.
Passengerrailserviceswereshut
forabout50dayssinceMarch21
tocontainthespreadofCovid-19.
Initially,theRailwayswillrun

15 pairs (30 return journeys) of
air-conditioned “special trains”,
modelled on the Rajdhani, con-
necting15majorcitieswithNew
Delhi. Eight of these (16 return
journeys) from New Delhi to
Mumbai, Patna, Kolkata,
Dibrugarh, Jammu Tawi,
Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and
Bhubaneswar,will rundaily.
TheservicesfromNewDelhi

to Agartala and Secunderabad
will be once aweek; fromNew
Delhi to Madgaon, Ranchi,
Bilaspur and Chennai twice a
week; and to
Thiruvananthapuram thrice a
week. The tickets for the 15
trainscanbebookedonlyonthe
IRCTCwebsite.
DescribingSunday’smoveas

partof“planstograduallyrestart
passenger train operations”, a
government statement said,
“Thereafter, Indian Railways
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Indian and Chinese troops
clash in Sikkim, Ladakh
MANAMANSINGHCHHINA
&KRISHNKAUSHIK
CHANDIGARH,NEWDELHI,
MAY10

REKINDLING TENSIONS over
boundary claims, Indian and
Chinese troops have clashed at
two points along the Line of
ActualControlthisweek,leaving
personnelinjuredonbothsides.
The incidents took place in

theNakuLasector—it’samoun-
tainpassinSikkimatanaltitude
of over 5000 metres — on
Saturday,andinacontestedarea
near Pangong Tso, a lake in
Ladakh,onthenightofMay5-6.
A Colonel and a Major,

sources said, were among the
Indian personnel injured in the
Ladakhclash.TwoChineseheli-
coptersalsoarrivedontheirside
of the LAC after an Indian
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY10

HISTORIAN HARI Sankar
Vasudevan,whohadtestedpos-
itive for coronavirus, died at a
privatehospital inKolkata early
Sunday.Hewas68.
Vasudevantestedpositivefor

coronavirustwodaysafterbeing
admitted to AMRI Hospital in
SaltLakeonMay4.Soonafter,he
wasputonaventilatorafterde-
veloping respiratory distress.
The state government is, how-

ever, yet to identifywhether he
died of COVID-19 or due to co-
morbidconditions.
Vasudevanwasanexperton

European and Russian history
and the India-Russia relation-
ship. A graduate of Cambridge
University, where he also com-

pleted his post-graduation
andPhD,Vasudevanwasthedi-
rector of the China Centre at
CalcuttaUniversity.
Earlier, he served as director

of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
Institute of Asian Studies,
Kolkata, of the Ministry of
Culture. Between 2003 and
2005, Vasudevanwas a profes-
sor at Central Asian Studies and
acting director at the Academy
of ThirdWorld Studies, Jamia
Millia Islamia, Delhi. Between
2011and2014,hewasmember
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Step up activities in a
calibrated way, CMs
likely to tell PM today

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,MAY10

WITH 1.10 LAKHmigrants hav-
ingreturnedhometoBiharsince
May1,andanestimated85,000
more expected to return by the
middle of themonth, the state
faces a formidable challenge:
limitedCovidtestingfacilitiesto
screen the surging numbers of
thosecoming into thestate.
On Saturday, the Bihar gov-

ernment declared that of the
1,100randomtestsdoneonpas-
sengers coming by trains from
Nandurbar,Delhi,Mumbai, and
Ahmedabad, 44 had returned
positive. Since last week, the
state has been conducting ran-
dom samplings of about 1,000
migrantseveryday,withafocus
onthosecomingfromredzones.
Overthelast fewdays,about

20,000migrants have returned
every day by trains and by road
throughthestate’ssixinter-state
borders.
Thestatehealthdepartment

has a capacity to conduct about
1,800testsperday,andhasbeen
conductinganaverageof1,400-
1,500 daily at six government
hospitals and the autonomous
Rajendra Medical Research
Institute (RMRI). The govern-
ment has also allowed two pri-
vatelabstoconducttestsforany-
onewillingtopay—Rs1,500for
thefirsttestandRs4,500forthe
second.
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Moving back on track: Beginning
tomorrow, 15 trains fromNewDelhi

AscreengrabfromtheBPR&Dreport.Oncethetext is
extracted, thewordsbecomeclear: “Tablighi Jamaatchief’s
leakedaudioonCOVID-19 lockdown”.
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As thousands
of migrants
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worries
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In Kerala hotspot
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patient is cured,
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Vasudevan dies
the Indian Council of Historical
Research.
Vasudevan is survivedbyhis

wife, historian Tapati Guha
Thakurta,anddaughterMrinalini
Vasudevan.
Mrinalini told The Indian

Express,“Myfatherhadtestedpos-
itiveforcoronavirusandhiscondi-
tionwas critical since Friday.He
was on a ventilator. We learnt
fromthehospital thathediedof
multi-organfailure.Hisbodyisat
AMRI, and thecremationwill be
asperprotocolforCOVID-related
deaths.”
Afterthehistoriantestedpos-

itive, his familymemberswere
askedtogointohomeisolation.
“Only one of my father’s

friendswillbeallowedtoseethe
body. The cremationwill be at
Dhapa,”Mrinaliniadded.
Expressinghis condolences,

West Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankharsaid inastatement, “A
multifacetedperson,hemadehis
markwhilebeinginvolvedinafor-
mal consultative capacitywith
projects/institutions of the
Ministry of Culture,MHRD, the
Ministry of Commerce and the
MinistryofExternalAffairsof the
Government of India and was
Chairman of the Textbook
DevelopmentCommittee for the
SocialSciencesoftheNCERTfrom
2005.Hiscontributionstosociety
willbeeverrecalled.Mayhissoul
restinpeace.”

BPRD report
theDelhiPoliceCrimeBranchhas
found that an audio clipmen-
tioned in the police FIR against
Markaz Nizamuddin head
MaulanaSaadKandhalvi,which
suggestedhehadaskedTablighi
Jamaatmembersnottofollowso-
cial distancing norms and pro-
hibitoryorders,maybe“doctored”
and stitched togetherusing sev-
eralaudiofiles.
Responding to thereport, the

Delhi Police had said that “the
newsisnotonlyfactuallyincorrect
butseemstobebasedonwholly
unverifiedsourcesandpurelycon-
jecturalimagination”.
A reference to the Tablighi

Jamaat chief’s audio figures on
page10of theBPR&Dguide, un-
der theheadline “Fakenewsand
disinformationvectors.”
Para V says: “Fake/Viral

Audios:Inthepresentscenario,vi-
ral/fakenewsmongersmaycreate
voicecontentandspreaditacross
the social networkingchannels.”
This is followedbya screenshot
withthepartiallymaskedwords,
“T...Jama...LeakedAudioonCovid
19Lockdown”,andthecaption“A
voiceclipof religious leaderwho
violatedlockdownrulesthatwent
viral.”
Once the textwas extracted

from theguide, thewordswere
clear: “Tablighi Jamaat chief’s
leakedaudioonCOVID-19 lock-
down”.
Theguidecontainedotherin-

stances of “fakenews” linked to
minorities, including a video of
peoplelickingplatesandspoons.
Askedabout the reference to

the Tablighi Jamaat audio, the
BPR&Dspokespersonsaid:“There
aremanyexamples given in the
booklet. I cannot comment on
what exampleshavebeengiven
for fake audio clips and videos.
Thesearealldonebyacommittee.
It is the committeewhich does
these enquiries. It has technical
peoplewho find outwhich is a
fakevideooraudio.Onlythey(the
committee) can saywhat it is.
Rightnowtherearesomecorrec-
tionsbeingcarriedout in the re-
port.”
Theguide,meanwhile,stated:

“Oneof the fakenewsspreading
vectors is fakevideos.Here,most
of thevideocontent carries false
message,hatred, communalvio-
lence,etc.,tospreadpanic.”
Theguidealsosuggestedvar-

ious steps and resources for the
“investigationoffakenewsrelated
videos”.Onecaseitreferredtoisa
videothatshowspeopleactingas
Muslims to discourage those in

the community from following
precautions related to the pan-
demic.
Someoftheotherinstancesof

“fakenews” cited byBPR&D in-
cludedUPIIDsforPMCARESFund,
aMinistryofHealthorderonPPE
kitspecificationsandaTelangana
governmentorderonopeningof
liquorshopsonMarch28.
Apart from recommending

basic enquiries of sources, dates
andauthorsofsuchnews,andver-
ification fromother sources, the
BPR&Dhas asked law enforce-
ment agencies to guard against
theirownbeliefs.
“Watch out for information

that confirms your pre-existing
beliefs. Reviewfactsbefore shar-
ing the information. Stories that
seemhardtobelieveareoftenun-
true,”theguidestated.
Thebureauhasalsoprovided

guidelinesonhowtoforensically
investigate fakenews inorder to
makeitadmissibleasevidencein
courts andaskedagencies touse
tools, such as reverse image
search,geotaggingandgeofenc-
ing,andothermethods.

Express reporter
commentsbeforepublicationre-
ceivednoresponse.
AnoticeunderSection160of

theCodeof Criminal Procedure,
invokingpowersofapoliceofficer
to require attendance of wit-
nesses,byInspectorSatishKumar,
InvestigatingOfficer,SOS-I,Crime
Branch— forwarded to theCity
EditorandChiefReporter—con-
tained directions for The Indian
Express Special Correspondent
MahenderSinghManraltoappear
beforehimMondayandproduce
“allrelevantdocuments/material
requiredforthepurposeofinves-
tigation” and to “disclose all the
facts”relevanttotheinvestigation.
The notice directed the re-

porterto“jointheinvestigationof
the case as andwhen required”
andwarnedof legalactionunder
IPC Section 174 in the event of
“Failure to attend/Complywith
thetermsofthisNotice”.
The Indian Express reported

thataninitialinvestigationbythe
Delhi Police Crime Branch has
found that an audio clipmen-

tioned in the police FIR against
Markaz Nizamuddin head
MaulanaSaadKandhalvi,which
suggestedhehadaskedTablighi
Jamaatmembersnottofollowso-
cial distancing norms and pro-
hibitoryorders,maybe“doctored”
and stitched togetherusing sev-
eralaudiofiles.

FMCG sales
personalgroomingproducts,sta-
tioneryproducts,steelutensils,ap-
parel,footwearandelectronicslike
powerbanks, phoneand laptop
chargers.
“Summerproducts including

t-shirts, Bermuda shorts, skirts,
cropped topsdominated theap-
parel category.Nightwear items
like cottonnight shorts, top and
pyjamasets, nighties andnight-
suits,figurehighontheshopping
lists. Simple footwear like chap-
pals and sandals is also being
pickedupbyusers,” a company
spokespersonsaid.
Thelategrowthinspecificcat-

egories of food and retail goods
couldalsobeattributedtothefact
thatonlinegrocers, shopkeepers
andotherorganisedretailershave
beenlimitingtheirstock-keeping
units(SKUs)tobettermanagethe
supplychain.Thishasmainlybeen
on account of hurdles in trans-
portation, andunavailability of
certainmainstreambrands.
Ready-to-cookmeals, a sur-

prise entrant in thehigh selling
food itemsduring the lockdown
period, is likely tohavebenefited
brandedlabelsmorewithpeople
taking extra precaution about
health and hygiene. Tata
ConsumerProducts,whichhasa
rangeofready-to-cookitems,saw
its sales jumpup to 60per cent
year-on-year,thecompany’shead
ofmarketing,SagarBokesaid.
Wafer, chips and nachos,

whichhadanaverageshelf lifeof
up to sevendays in stores, have
beensellingout faster,with cus-
tomersoptingforthebiggerstock-
keepingunits. ForPepsiCo’s, Lays
aswellasGreenDotHealthFoods’
Cornitos,theaverageperstoreor-
dersalmostquadrupledto6-8car-
tonsperweekfromtwocartonsa
week,earlier.
“WesawsalesdoubleinDelhi,

Mumbai, andBangalore inApril.
Homedeliveryandonlineorder-
inganddeliverymodelhelpedus
reachourcustomers,”GreenDot
HealthFoods’ManagingDirector
VikramAgarwalsaid.
Fresh vegetables, fruits, and

milk sales remained an outlier
duringthelockdownperiodof40
days so far. “For fresh fruits and
vegetables, theaveragedailyde-
mandhas goneup fromnormal
160metric tonto230metric ton,
registeringa44per centgrowth,
but during the initial lockdown
period thedemandhadcrossed
320metric ton,”MotherDairy’s
Chaudharysaid.
However, the sales of discre-

tionaryfoodproducts,suchasice-
creamtookahitwithsomecom-
panies recordingnil sales in the
monthofApril.

Kasaragod
drafted to prevent community
spread.Besides,amedicalcollege
underconstructionwasconverted
intoanotherCovidcentrewithin
fourdays.
Apart fromguidelines issued

by the central and state govern-
ments,Kasaragodevolveditsown
protocolasthecasecountrose in
March.Officials said their “con-
tainmentstrategykeptevolving”.
Daysbeforethelockdown,all

hotspots in the district were
sealed. FromMarch17, theentry
ofvehiclesfromneighbouringdis-
trictswasstopped.“Thiswasade-
terrent asmanycases couldalso
haveenteredthedistrictthrough
the 12 unmanned routes from
DakshinaKannadainKarnataka,’’
saidBabu.
Then, adaybefore the Janata

CurfewonMarch22,prohibitory
orders under section 144of the
CrPCwas invoked in thedistrict.
Residentswereallowed tocome
outonly for sixhoursaday from
11amto5pm, forbuyingessen-
tialcommodities.
Afterthelockdowncameinto

place, officials said, the sealingof
hotspotswas strengthenedwith
police surveillance and involve-
ment of local committees. In
hotspots, noonewasallowed to
ventureoutoftheirhomes,while
police arranged supplyof provi-

sionswiththehelpofvolunteers.
DistrictMedicalOfficer(DMO)

DrAVRamdas said the district
went a stepaheadwith the test-
ingof asymptomatic persons as
well. “Therewere door-to-door
surveysbyhealthworkers.Those
foundwithsuspectedsymptoms
werehospitalised.Whenthelock-
down was implemented with
strictpoliceinvolvement,chances
of contactsofpositivecasesmin-
glingwithalargerpopulationbe-
camenil.Wehad only persons
with travel historyand their im-
mediate primary contacts as
cases,’’saidRamdas.
Although guidelines man-

datedquarantine for thosewith
foreigntravelhistoryorsuspected
exposureof14or28days,allthose
whoreturned toKasaragodafter
February20wereplacedinhome
isolationtillApril14,whenthefirst
phaseof the lockdownended. In
effect, that stretched thequaran-
tineinmanycasesto55days.
Withdenselypopulatedmu-

nicipality areas and coastal vil-
lages,andlargefamilies,eventhe
conceptofhomequarantinewas
tweaked, said officials. “Room
quarantine,nothomequarantine”
becamethebuzzword.Andevery
day,villagecommittees,withpo-
lice andhealth staff, visited the
homesofthoseunderquarantine.
OnSunday,officialsidentified

thelastpatientwhowascuredas
a 47-year-oldmanwhohad re-
turnedfromtheMiddleEast.“We
hadahugenumberof cases. But
our community-level vigil pre-
ventedthespread,”saidRamdas,
theDMO.

Bihar worries
Bihar Principal Secretary

(Health) SanjayKumar told The
IndianExpress,“Therecenttestre-
sultsonmigrantsarealarming(4
percentofthe1,100randomsam-
ples testingpositive).Wecannot
test all migrants landing up at
quarantine centres as thenum-
bers have already touched one
lakh.Butweareawareofthechal-
lenges and havewritten to the
Indian Council of Medical
Research onMay9 to augment
our facilities. As of now,we can
conduct1,811testsperday.With

proposedaugmentationfacilities,
wewillbeabletotest8,622sam-
plesperday.”
Thoughmigrants comingon

trainsandthroughinter-statebor-
dersarebeingregisteredandkept
at quarantine centres, there are
otherswhohavebeensneakingin,
thehealthsecretarysaid.
“Withthehelpofvillageheads

wholettheadministrationknow
when therearenewarrivals,we
havebeentestingthisgroupofmi-
grantsaswell.Wearealsocloseto
screeningour entire population
throughdoor-to-doorvisits.Sofar,
wehavescreened10.4crorepeo-
ple andcollected3,849samples.
Thissuggeststhatourpopulation
isbyand largeclean.But themi-
grantsarearealchallenge,”Kumar
said.
By April 25, Bihar had con-

ductedover16,000testsandhad
239positive cases.AsofMay10,
the state has conducted35,000
tests and recorded629positive
cases, ofwhom330have recov-
ered.
BiharDisasterManagement

PrincipalSecretaryPratyayaAmrit
said,“Wehavecreatedcapacityto
accommodateabout3.5lakhmi-
grantsat about3,500quarantine
centresatblockheadquarters.As
precaution,wearekeepingpeo-
plecomingfromredzonesinsep-
arate quarantine centres so that
thosefromgreenzonesarenotex-
posed toCovid. Besides, adoctor
visits a quarantine centre every
day to see if anyone has Covid
symptoms.Wearequarantining
peoplefor21days.”

Troops clash
helicopter, carryinga senioroffi-
cer,flewinthevicinityofthecon-
testedzoneonMay5morning.
Following theNaku La inci-

dent, theArmysaid, “temporary
and short duration faceoffs be-
tweenborderguardingtroopsdo
occur as boundaries are not re-
solved”.
“Aggressivebehaviourby the

two sides resulted inminor in-
juriestotroops.Thetwosidesdis-
engagedafterdialogueandinter-
actionatlocallevel,”itsaid.
OntheLadakhincident,Army

sources told The IndianExpress
thattherewasphysicalaltercation
between the IndianandChinese
troopsontheinterveningnightof
May5-6nearthePangongTso.
ItislearntthatChinesetroops

attackedIndiansoldiersonpatrol
inthearea.Theywerecarryingba-
tons studdedwithnails and this
causedserious injuries to several
Indian soldiers, someofwhom
hadtobehospitalised.
TheIndiantroops,sourcessaid,

also hit back at the Chinese sol-
diers, andtheconfrontationcon-
tinueduntil senior officers from
bothsidesintervened.Theareais
saidtobeonahighstateofalert.
Sources said therehadbeen

anotherfaceoffintheendofApril
but that had been amicably re-
solved.
ThelastsuchclashontheLAC

inLadakhtookplaceinSeptember
2019 on the north bank of the
Pangonglake.

WHO envoy
thevirus,andtokeepitcontained
insomeurbanpockets.Butasthe
lockdownislifted,itis“inevitable”
that outbreakswill takeplace in
manyother areas, he said—and
everyone in the countryneeded
to be educated aboutwhatwas
happening, andprepared todeal
withthecrisis.
“IndiacanlivewithCovidand

can really keep the virus at bay
onlythroughdoingthefollowing.
Oneisthateverysinglepersonin
the country needs to bemade
aware of the virus so that they
know the importance of inter-
rupting the transmissionassoon
asanoutbreakbuildsup.
“And, second, every single

panchayat and zilla parishad in
India shouldbuildupcapacity to
suppressoutbreaksquickly.That,
of course,wouldhavebeaccom-
paniedwithprovidingsupportto
thepeoplewhoareaffectedbythis
suppressionbecausepoorpeople

getsomuchhurtbyit.Buthaving
thiscapacitytosuppresstheout-
breakwhileprotectingthepooris
thesecondrequirementthatIndia
musthave,”Nabarrosaid.
“Ifyouhaveeverybodyonalert

for interruptingthetransmission
andhavewidespreadcapacity to
suppressoutbreaks,whichwillin-
volverestrictingmovementlikein
thecurrentlockdown,butatvery
locallevel, thentherestof theso-
cietycangoabouttheir livesnor-
mally,canbejoyful,canhavetheir
jobs.It isnotgoingtobecomfort-
able, of course, and the first few
weeksandmonthsafterthe(cur-
rent)lockdownends,aregoingto
betough,butitisdoable,”hesaid.
Nabarrosaiditwasthiskind of

approach thathadhelpedChina
keepatightlidovertheresurgence
oftheepidemic.
“What I amhearingof China

frommyChinesecolleaguesisthat
theyhave really implementeda
nationwidenetworkof commu-
nity health personnelwho are
keepingaclosewatchonthecases.
Themomenttheyfindacase,they
isolate thepatient immediately.
Theyhave reallymanaged toget
thisright,acrossthecountry.This
iswhatIamtold.
“They(China)havealsomade

sure that the entire population
knowshowseriousthisproblem
is.Andthen,theyalsoseemtobe
very, verycautious.Because they
knowtheywillhavenewpeople
comingintothecountry,andthey
aremindfulof the fact that there
willbemultipleresurgencescom-
ing.Andtheyaregettingreadyto
containthemasquicklyaspossi-
ble.IthinkIndiawouldalsohaveto
dothesame,”hesaid.
NabarrosaidthewayIndiahad

handledtheepidemicsofargave
himenormousconfidencethat it
would be able to successfully
managethenextstageaswell.
“OneofthethingsthatIlookat

fromyourcountryisthedoubling
timeofthenumberofcases.Iwas
findingout, as of a fewdaysago,
doubling time in your country
seemstobeabout11days.Thatis
a really good, becausewhatwe
knowfromotherplaces is that if
thisvirusdoeswhatitwantstodo,
andthereisnoefforttolimittrans-
mission,thenthedoublingtimeis
aboutevery twoandahalf days.
So if youhaveadoubling timeof
11days,thenwhatitmeansisthat
opportunities for transmission
havebeensubstantiallyreduced,”
hesaid.
“An11-daydoubling time is

quite remarkable. Itmeans that
therehasbeenarealeffort,anda
successful effort, to slow the
spreadofthisvirus.Ihavesaidthis
earlierthatIseesignsofanincred-
ibleachievementinacountrythat
isnormally verypopulous inur-
banareas,andthereisusuallyalot
ofmovementofpeople,”hesaid.
Nabarrosaidwhilelockdowns

couldbe “brutal”, and ingeneral
wasa“terriblething”,itwouldnot
havebeenawisedecisiontoletthe
virus spreadwithout any inter-
vention.
“Letmetellyouthatifthisvirus

was allowed tomoveacross the
worldwithnoefforttocontainit,
it would cause, we believe, an
enormousnumber of people to
become ill anddie.Wedon’t yet
fully understand many things
aboutthisvirus.Itseemstobeca-
pable of causingmore than just
respiratory illnesses, and it
could have other impacts as
well. All of us who have been
working with this virus, and
other coronaviruses as well,
have learnt to be extremely
cautious about these viruses,”
he said.
Healsosaidhedidnot seea

vaccine coming to the help of
peoplebeforethenexttwoyears,
and itwas better that countries
andpeople learnt to live with
the virus at least for that long.
“I am encouraging every-

body to think in termsof living
with this virus for at least two
years.Andthatapplies toall7.8
billion people on our planet. It
isgoing tobeauniversal learn-
ing process,” he said.
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Trains from New Delhi tomorrow

Step up activities, CMs likely to tell PM today

shallstartmorespecialservices
on new routes, based on the
available coaches for Covid-19
carecentresandadequatenum-
berofcoachesbeingreservedto
enable operationof 300 trains
every day as ‘Shramik Special’
forstrandedmigrants.”
BySunday,theRailwayshad

run428ShramikSpecialtrains.
Government sources said

therewereindicationsthatthis

wasa“trial”togetasenseofthe
demand for inter-statemove-
ment,andassessitscompatibil-
itywith the outbreak contain-
ment strategy. The situation
maybere-evaluated inabouta
weekor10days,theysaid.
The fareswill be similar to

thoseforRajdhanitrains.Tatkal
bookingsandwaitlistswillnot
be allowed. Only thosewith-
out any Covid-19 symptoms

will be allowed to travel. They
will be screened at departure,
and required to wear a “face
cover”.
Therewould be only a few

stops,mostly coincidingwith
operational stoppages, officials
said. Only Rajdhani-model
trainshavebeenallowed since
these do not have unreserved
coaches,giventheneedtomain-
tainsocialdistancing.

Thegreenlightfortheplan
came from the Prime
Minister’sofficeSundayafter-
noon. In the morning, state
chiefsecretariesweresounded
outduring a video conference
with Cabinet Secretary Rajiv
Gauba that some trains —
otherthantheShramikspecial
trains formigrants—werebe-
ing planned with multiple
stoppages.

theCovid-19responseteamtold
TheIndianExpress.Asforfurther
relaxationforindustries,official
sourcessaidthefirstweekofthe
thirdphaseoflockdownhasre-
vealed certain aspects upon
which states need to step up
theiradministration.
Unlike previousmeetings

where only select CMs were
shortlisted to speak, the fifth
meeting called by the Prime
MinisterwillgiveallCMsanop-
portunitytosharetheiropinion.
Ministers of homeandhealth,
secretaries of these depart-
ments, chief secretaries and
Director Generals of Police
(DGPs) of all stateswill also be
present alongwith theCMs in
themeeting.
“Thoughindustrialactivities

have been allowed in the
OrangeandGreenzones(which
togetheraccountedfor603dis-
trictsoutoftotal733districtsas
onMay1), there has not been
muchactivity, probably due to
non-availability of labour and

disruption of supply chains.
These need to be fixed. States
needtodiscusswiththeindus-
try and other stakeholders to
pursue industrial activity in a
sustainablemannerinthesedis-
tricts,”saidanofficialhighlight-
ing the teething troubles in
leveragingtherelaxations.
Accordingtothehealthmin-

istry, 216districts havenot re-
portedcasestillMay8.While42
districts did not showup any
freshcaseinthelast28days,29
districtshadnofreshcasesinthe
last21days,36districtsdidnot
report fresh cases in the last 14
days and 46 districts did not
show fresh cases in the last 7
days,tillMay8.Thesenumbers
aresubjecttodailychanges.
TheCentral government is,

however,stillundecidedonlift-
ing the lockdown completely.
Citing instances of crowding
when some states opened up
liquourshops,anofficialsaid,“At
times,itisnotthevirusasmuch
ascommunitycompliancethat

is a problem. This raises alarm
bells over compliancewith so-
cialdistancingnormswhenthe
lockdownisfullylifted,”saidthe
officialunderliningthegovern-
ment’s cautious approach. It is
most unlikely that shopping
malls, cinemahalls andrestau-
rantswouldbeopenedorgath-
erings likeweddingsandpolit-
icalmeetingspermitted, for an
extendedperiod.
The officials noted that 10

stateswhichaccountfor97per
cent of all caseswould remain
thefocusforCovidresponseef-
forts at the Central level. Of
these, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Delhi and Tamil Nadu,which
witnessed higher caseloads
since the lockdownwas liber-
alised onMay4, and today ac-
countforalmosttwo-thirdofall
cases,willbecloselymonitored
andattendedto,theysaid.
In themeetingwith chief

secretaries and health secre-
taries of states, inputs were
soughtonthegroundsituation

forare-zoningofdistrictsahead
of theendof the thirdphaseof
lockdown on May 17. States
were also asked to reinforce
quarantinenorms.
TheMinistry of Health and

FamilyWelfare reported 128
deathsduringthelast24hours,
thehighestsofarinaday,taking
thetotaltollto2,109.With3,277
fresh cases during the last 24
hours,thetotalcasesnowstand
at 62,939. So far, 19,357people
havebeencured,ofwhich1,511
patientswere cured in the last
24hours. This takes the recov-
eryrateto30.76percent.
Theministry said there are

currently 7,740 facilities in 483
districtsinallstates/UTs,includ-
inghospitalsandfacilitiesofthe
state/UTs and theCentral gov-
ernment.Thereare6,56,769iso-
lation beds, 3,05,567 beds for
confirmedcases, 3,51,204beds
forsuspectedcases,99,492oxy-
gen-supportedbeds,1,696facil-
itieswithoxygenmanifoldand
34,076ICUbeds.
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14 Punjab health
officials in Ropar
test positive,
state tally 1,823

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH,AMRITSAR,
MAY10

PUNJAB HEALTH Department
wentintoatizzySundayafter14
statehealthofficials, includingat
least two doctors, posted in
Ropardistrict testedpositive for
novel coronavirus.
RoparDeputyCommissioner

SonaliGiri saidsixof the14offi-
cials, including twodoctors, be-
longed to Ropar district and re-
maininghailed fromoutside.
A functionary of the Health

Department said of the eight
positivehealthofficialsfromout-
side Ropar district, seven are
from Mohali and one is from
Chandigarh. An official said an
exercisewasunderwaytoascer-
tainwhereexactlythehealthof-
ficialswerepostedinthedistrict.
Girisaidthatinall46persons

testedpositive in the district on
Sunday, including those hailing
fromplacesoutside thedistrict.
Punjab Health Minister

Balbir Singh Sidhu said the
healthofficialswhotestedposi-
tivewere"asymptomatic".
He added that apart from

doctors,theofficialstestingpos-
itive were paramedical staff.
Sidhu said contact tracing was
on and samples of those who
came in their touchwith these
patientswerealsobeing taken.
As per media bulletin re-

leasedbythestategovernment,
Punjabreported61newcasesof
novel coronavirus on Sunday,
taking the total tally to1,823.

DIVYAGOYAL
LUDHIANA,MAY10

Amigrant labourer fromUttar
Pradesh allegedly hanged him-
self todeathathisrentedaccom-
modation in Ludhiana late on
Saturday.Hisfamilyhasclaimed
that the 38-year-old took the
step as he was depressed over
not getting ration for the last 10
days.
The body of Ajit Kumar Rai,

whohailedfromAzamgarhand
was living in Ludhiana since 15
years, was found hangingwith
ceiling grills at his room on
Saturday.
HiswifeSavitatoldTheIndian

Express they had no ration at
home. “Wewere struggling to
get ration. My husband called
police...but we got nothing.
Therewas no ration since 8-10
daysandwewerestruggling...”
Savita said thatherhusband

worked as labourer andwould
earnRs400-500adaybutthere
hadbeennoworksincethelock-
downbegan.
Police filed inquestproceed-

ingsundersection174ofCrPCat
Focal Point police station. Sub-
inspectorAseemHans,whowas
firsttomeetthefamilyaftersui-
cide, said that the victim’s wife
in her statement said that Ajit
killedhimself because theyhad
noration.“However, itwasn'tas
if therewas absolutely nothing
to eat. They had some stuff but
accordingtofamily,themanwas
in tensionas therewasnowork
andnorationsupply,"hesaid.
AfterAjit'ssuicide,hundreds

of laborers andmigrants living
inFocalPointarea,gatheredout-
side Focal Point police station
Sunday and protested claiming
thatnorationwasbeinggivento
them.Theyclaimedthatevenaf-
tertheygetacallfrompolicesta-
tion to collect ration, they re-
turnedempty-handed.

Citing lack of
ration, migrant
in Punjab kills
self, probe on
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EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY10

THE STATE government on
Sundaysaid14morepeoplehad
died of the novel coronavirus
disease (Covid-19), pushing up
the toll to 113. If the deaths in
which comorbidities were the
causearecounted,thetoll is185.
The positive case tally also

sawthehighestsingle-dayjump
till date, with the government
confirming153morepeoplehad
contracted the virus.While the
numberofpositivecasesatpres-
entis1,939,activecaseshavein-
creased from1,243to1,337.
According to the health de-

partment bulletin, 45 patients
weredischarged fromhospitals
since Saturday evening, taking
up the number of patients dis-
charged to417.
The government said it had

tested4,046samplesonSunday.
With this, the cumulativenum-
ber of specimens examined till
May10roseto43,414.Outof the
samples tested, 4.47% have
turnedout tobepositive.
According to the health de-

partment, 5,921 people are still
in government quarantine and
18,458peopleareinhomeisola-
tionatpresent.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY10

THE STATE government on
Sunday set up a helpline num-
ber for frontlinemedical work-
ers pandemic sincemany have
complainedtheyarenotreceiv-
ingsufficientprotectivegear.
Initsdailypressbriefing,and

health bulletin, the Mamata
Banerjee administrationmen-
tions the number of Personal
ProtectiveEquipment(PPEs)and
othermaterial supplied by the
Department of Health and
FamilyWelfare.Withtheclaims
of PPE scarcity persisting, the
governmentsuspectstheremay
besomeirregularitiesinthedis-
tribution of protective gear. To
plug this alleged leak, the au-
thorities decided to start the
helpline. Health workers can
alsocallthenumbertocomplain
about other problems in their
hospital, saidofficials.
“Regular supplies from the

state level are being dispatched
to the health facilities located
across the state, and the stock
position of PPE and other sup-
plies at different levels of the
state health system is comfort-
able,” the health department
said in the order issued by
AdditionalSecretary(Healthand
FamilyWelfare) Sharad Kumar
Dwivedi.
“However, in spite of a com-

fortable stock position, reports
arereceivedfromsomemedical
personnel from time to time

about the insufficiency or non-
supplyofPPEandothersupplies
tothembytheirrespectiveinsti-
tutions,” theordernoted.
Thehelplinehadbeensetup

“toprovideaninstitutionalchan-
nel for the ventilation of issues
regardingthenon-availabilityor
insufficiency of PPE and other
supplies”, said the government,
andaddedthatitcanbeaccessed
from8amto8pmeveryday.
A senior health official said

this problemhas plaguedmed-
icalworkerssincethebeginning.
“Allthetimethegovernment

said there was no scarcity of
PPEs, masks and other precau-
tionary equipment. But, this
timewearebasically admitting
that there is some problem or
malpractice during delivery
fromthestatetoprimaryhealth
centres. In many cases, these
equipment are not reaching
properly.Toaddresstheseprob-
lems the helpline has been
opened,” theofficial added.
Meanwhile,thegovernment

said from Sunday the Calcutta

Medical College (CMC) would
only admit patients either suf-
fering from the novel coron-
avirusdisease(Covid-19)orsus-
pectedof carryingthe infection.
To avoid the infection from
spreading,thehospitalclosedits
outpatientdepartment.
Last week, the government

had announced its decision to
repurpose CMC into the 68th
hospital inthestatetotreatonly
Covid-19patients.
Eight private and govern-

menthospitalsinthecityandits
surrounding areas have closed
completely recently due to
Covid-19 infections, and five
have closed partially.
Some health department

officials believe the infections
spread because of insufficient
use of PPEs and other protec-
tive gear.
“In Kolkata, many patients

came for other treatments and
tested positive of Covid due to
scarcityofprecautionaryequip-
ment and also sample testing is
very low,” said a senior health
departmentofficial.
Association of Health

Service Doctors general secre-
tary Manas Gumta urged the
government to start random
testing. “Because, theotherpa-
tients who are coming to the
hospital for the treatment, you
never knowwhether they are
asymptomaticornot.So,testing
is theonlysolutiontoovercome
thisproblem.Otherwise, thein-
fectionratewill increase inhos-
pitalsgradually,”hesaid.

TOTAL CASES

1,939
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Leakage in PPE supply? Govt
sets up helpline for health staff

MASK MESSAGE
Statues forpromotingstategovernment’sKanyashreeschemeforgirl studentsnowsportmasks, inKolkata. ParthaPaul

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN,MAY10

Several hundred people from
West Bengal are stranded in
Haridwarsincethebeginningof
the nationwide lockdown and
theMamata Banerjee-led gov-
ernment has not responded to
requests for arrangements to
takethemback,theUttarakhand
governmentsaidonSunday.The
allegations comeadayafter the
Centre and the Bengal govern-
ment traded charges over the
movement of special trains in
that state.
West Bengal chief secretary

Rajiva Sinha told The Indian
Express hewas in contact with
Uttarakhand'schief secretary in
connection with the matter
while senior government func-
tionariesinKolkatahavedenied
theallegations.
According to Uttarakhand

Cabinet minister and govern-
ment spokesperson Madan
Kaushik, there are around 600
people from West Bengal
stranded inHaridwar.
"WearerequestingtheWest

Bengal government again and
againto take itspeoplebackbe-
causethesetouristsareinastate
of panic and they want to go
home.Butnoresponsehasbeen
receivedyetfromthere,"hesaid.
"The Uttarakhand govern-

ment has made arrangements
for their stay, food andmedical
facilities. But they want to go
back," theministeradded.
According to an administra-

tion official, "maximum
strandedtouristsare fromWest
Bengal and most of them are
from Kolkata, Hooghly and
Howrah. A large number of
tourists of Uttar Pradesh and
Haryanahaveleftfortheirhome
inbusesarrangedbythegovern-

mentsof respective states."
According to Kaushik, the

first communication with the
West Bengal government re-
garding those stranded was
madewhen the lockdownwas
initially imposed.
“Later,whentheCentralgov-

ernment allowedmovement,
wewrote to theChief Secretary.
But, no reply was received yet
fromthere,”hesaid.
Responding to the allega-

tions, West Bengal Chief
SecretarySinhasaid,"Iaminreg-
ular touch with CS (Chief
Secretary) Uttarakhand,
UKSingh."
Aseniorgovernmentofficial

alsosaid,"WhatMadanKaushik
saidisnottrue.Weareregularly
contacting all the states where
peoplefromBengalarestranded.
We are also arranging possible
modes of transport for them
toreturn."
Haridwar district tourist of-

ficer SeemaNautiyal said there
were around 700 tourists from
WestBengalwhowerestranded
since the lockdown was im-
posedbut later, somewereable
totravelbackbyhiringtaxisafter
obtaining permission from the
Haridwardistrictadministration
over thepast2-3days.
"Afterthelockdown,thedis-

trict administration requested
hotels and dharamshalas to al-
low those tourists to stay there.
Thedistrictadministrationmade
arrangements for their meals
andmedicalfacilities.Wearefa-
cilitatingobtainingpermissions
so they canhire taxis to travel,"
Nautiyalsaid.
Officialssaid therearearound

40touristsfromUttarPradesh,10
fromDelhi, 30 fromGujarat and
several from Telangana, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu who are still
stranded inHaridwar.

—ENS,KOLKATA

SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,MAY10

A TEENAGEDmigrant labourer
from West Bengal who was
strandedinKeralaallegedlykilled
himselfonSaturday.AsifIqbal,17,
a resident of Siropara village in
Murshidabad district, had been
employed at a brick klin in
Ernakulumdistrict.
Asif's colleagues and family

members saidhewasdisturbed
ashewasn'tabletoreturnhome.
"Heused toworry about the

lockdownandnot being able to
returnhome.Hewasdisturbedfor
a fewdays. Butwedidnot think
hewould takehis life becauseof
that,"saidSariful Islam,who,too,
worksatthesamekilnandisfrom
thesamevillageinMurshidabad.
Sariful said their names did

not appear in the list ofmigrant
labourerswho returned toWest
BengalinatrainonMay6.
“TheDM'sofficehasallourde-

tails.Howeverournamesdidnot
feature in the list of passengers
whoweregiventickettoridethe
trainbackhome.Wewill try our
luck again if another train is
arrangedforWestBengal,” Islam
toldTheIndianExpress.
He said the body of the 17-

year-oldhasbeensenttoDomkol
inanambulance.
Ansarul Mondal, a family

member of the deceased, said:
“The government is making
arrangements for richpeople for
their safe return to the state but
not for people likeAsif. All lock-
downnorms are applicable for
migrantworkers but not for the
rich. Asif had complainedof not

getting enough food to survive
thereandwantedtocomeback."
Social welfare organisation

Bangla SanskritiMancha,which
has been active in identifying
strandedmigrantlabourersfrom
Bengalinotherstates,appealedto
thestateandtheCentretoarrange
trains for the safe returnof such
people.“Wedemandcompensa-
tion for the family of Asif. There
are thousands like himwhoare
stuckinvariousdistricts.Bothcen-
tral and stategovernmentsmust
ensure their safe returnandhelp
stop a repeat of the incident in
Kerala," saidSamirul Islam,pres-
identofBanglaSanskritiMancha.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,MAY8

AMIDAbattleofwordsbetween
theCentreandstategovernment
overbringingbackstrandedmi-
grant workers toWest Bengal,
theBJPhaslaunchedasocialme-
dia campaign hitting at Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
avoiding the media for over a
week.Thecampaignhasbeenti-
tled as 'Bhoy PeyecheMamata'
(Mamata is scared), which has
irkedTMCleaders.
BJP national general secre-

tary Kailash Vijayvargiya
slammed Banerjee calling her
government an 'absolute disas-
ter'. He tweeted a list of accusa-
tions saying -- “Doctors crying
for PPE, patients lyingwithdead
bodies, migrant labour not al-
lowedto leavestate, Bengalisnot
allowed tocomebackhomeand
Hospitals not taking patients,
Policeattacked@MamataOfficial
government is absolutedisaster.
#BhoyPeyecheMamata."
Banerjee, also the health

ministerofthestate,didnothold
any press conference in the last
ninedays.BJP leaderMukulRoy
tookadigather saying, "Where
are you Mamata Banerjee?

Covid-19casesareincreasing,no
of tests are still lowandnot giv-
ing permission to bring back
Bengali migrant labour’s from
other states?
#BhoyPeyecheMamata,"hesaid
ina tweet.
Responding to the online

campaign, TMC leader and MP
Derek O'Brien criticised the
party saying that it is only fo-
cussed on West Bengal
Assembly elections due in
2021. “While the state govern-
mentisbusyfightingpandemic,
the BJP is busy doing politics
keeping inmind the Assembly
election. Prime Minister
NarendraModihasnotheldany
press conference since taking
charge in 2014. The BJP has no
moral right to target theWest
BengalChiefMinister,”hesaid.
State minister and TMC

leader Firhad Hakim also
slammed the BJP for its cam-
paign.“TheBJPonlyknowshow
to malign our image. We are
fightingthepresentcrisis,while
theyarebusydoingpolitics,"he
said toldmediapersons.
Addressingthemigrants’cri-

sis, the state government has
arranged buses for those who
were found walking from
Kharagpur toMaldadistrict.

POLITICALBATTLEFRONT

BJP online campaign targets
Mamata, TMC hits back Kolkata: With the number of

Covid-19 cases in the state in-
creasing every day, an associa-
tion of imamsonSundaywrote
alettertoChiefMinisterMamata
Banerjee, urging her to extend
the lockdowntillMay30.
The Bengal Imams’

Association said festivities can
wait since people first need to
survive. The imams said the
lockdown should not be lifted
before Eid, which will be ob-
servedonMay25.
The organisation’s chairper-

sonMohammad Yahya advised
against festivitiesamidthepan-
demic, writing that people had
sacrificedalotalreadyandwere
ready todo itonceagain.
TheassociationurgedtheCM

to raise the matter with the
Centre,andextendeditssupport

to the stategovernment.
Meanwhile, Transport

Minister SuvenduAdhikari told
reportersthattillMay9thestate
transport undertakings—West
Bengal Transport Corporation,
South Bengal State Transport
Corporation, and North Bengal
State Transport Corporation —
had provided over 2,300 buses
for transporting more than
72,000people.
He saidmore than100vehi-

cleswerebeingprovided every-
daytofrontlinedepartmentssuch
as the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation KMC, and the
Department of Health to help
themmaintain their operations.
Theminister saidmore than260
privatevehicleshadbeenhiredto
enable themovement of about
7,500people.ENS

Bengal tourists stranded in Haridwar, no
response from Kolkata: Uttarakhand govt

No need to lift lockdown
before Eid: Imams’ body

TEST-POSITIVITYRATEAROUND5%

Sunday surge: 14 deaths and
153 newcases in last 24 hrs

SupplyofPPEshasplagued
fromthebeginning

Migrant from Bengal
kills self in Kerala

LOCOPILOTS TOLD
TOWATCHOUT FOR
MIGRANTSONTRACK
Kolkata: The SouthEastern
Railway (SER)has asked its
locopilotsandotherstaff to
keepaneyeout formigrant
workerswalkingalongrail-
way tracks after groups of
labourerswere seenwalk-
ing along the tracks in the
zone,anofficialsaidhereon
Sunday.
Thedirectivecametwodays
after 16 migrant workers
sleeping on the tracks in
Aurangabadwere runover
byanemptyfreighttrain.
OnSunday, SERofficials

sawagroupwalkingneara
level-crossingbetweenSoro
andMarkonainOdisha,and
another betweenBalasore
andHaldipada. PTI
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9421568 LATE RFN SUNIL JUNG MAHAT

11 MAY

On this day No 9421568N Late Rfn Sunil Jung
Mahat of 1/11 Gorkha Rifles (BATALIK) made the
supreme sacrifice during ‘OP VIJAY’ (Kargil) in
May 1999 in a true act of valour. He was the first of
many that the Paltan lost on the Path of Glory that
summer. The brave soldier will always be remem-
bered for his raw courage and indomitable team

spirit. To this brave Martyr we pledge that we shall always be guided
by his immortal spirit and make his name proud.

CO AND ALL RANKS, 1/11 GORKHA RIFLES

(BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE)

(BATALIK)


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R

RFN SJ MAHAT

Office of the Executive Engineer Water Resources
Som Kamla Amba Canal Division Aspur

No. 89 Dated:- 6.5.2020
INVITATION FOR BIDS

IFB NO. 01/2020-21
NAME OF OFFICE Office of the Executive Engineer Water Resources

Som Kamla Amba Canal Division Aspur

NAME OF WORK Rehabilitation work at Punjpur Irrigation Project

ESTIMATED COST OF WORK Rs. 26.97 Million

AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY Rs. 0.54 Million

PERIOD OF COMPLETION 24 months including rainy season & canal running
period

COST OF BID DOCUMENT Rs. 10000.00
PERIOD OF SALE OF BIDDING
DOCUMENT

FROM 15.05.2020 to 14.06.2020 TIME 18.00
HOURS

DATE, TIME & PLACE OF PRE BID
MEETING

DATE 22.05.2020 TIME Up to 11.30 AM O/O
Superintending Engineer Water Resources
Construction Circle Dungarpur

LAST DATE AND TIME FOR RECEIPT OF
BID ON LINE UPLOAD

DATE 14.06.2020 TIME 18.00 HOURS

LAST DATE OF SUBMIT ORIGINAL
DOCUMENT D.D. OF BID SECURITY
PROCESSING FEE. TENDER DOCUMENT
FEE. AFFIDAVIT ETC IN THE OFFICE OF
THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
WATER RECOURCES CONSTRUCTION
CIRCLE DUNGARPUR

DATE 15.06.2020 TIME 2.30 PM HOURS

TIME AND DATE OF OPENING OF BIDS
TECHNICAL PART

DATE 15.06.2020 TIME 3.00 PM HOURS

PLACE OF OPENING OF BIDS Office of the Superintending Engineer Water
Recources Construction Circle Dungarpur

Detail of nit/ bid document may be see on website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in,
www.diproline.org, www.sppp.raj.nic.in and it may be downloaded/ uploaded from
http:// /www.water recources.rajasthan.gov.in/ and it may downloaded /uploaded from
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov. instruction to bidder are available on the JICA’s web site
shown below http://www.jica.go.jp/english/our_work/types_of_
assiatanee/oda_loans/oda_op_info/guide/tender/inds.html
Telephone & Fax No. 02964-230056
Email ID. secon.erudr@gmail.com

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Water Resources Som Kamla Amba Canal Division
DIPR/3271/20 Aspur

ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,MAY10

THEDELHIgovernmenthas,inan
order sent to heads of govern-
ment and private hospitals, red
flagged deaths of Covid-19 pa-
tients not being reported in a
timely and regularmanner. This
comes twodays after The Indian
Express reported on amismatch
betweentheCoviddeathtollpro-
vided by theDelhi government
andhospitaldata—thelatterbe-
ingsignificantlyhigher.
The chief secretary of Delhi,

VijayDev,wrote in the order: “It
hascometonoticethatbothpub-
lic and private hospitals (both
Coviddedicatedandnon-Covid)
arenot reportingdeathsof posi-
tive cases of Covid-19 occurring
in their hospitals in a timely and
regularmanner.”
The order stated that hospi-

talswerenotsharingdeathsum-
marieswith the three-member
deathauditcommitteeformedby

theDelhigovernmentonApril20.
“Thedeathsummariesofthede-
ceasedpatientsarenotbeingpro-
videdtothecommittee,resulting
in incorrect/delayed reports be-
ingsubmitted,” theordersaid.
Theorder,senttothemedical

directors/medical superintend-
ents of hospitals, further stated:
“The reporting of death cases of
Covid-19positivepersonsfromall
thehealth facilities inDelhi shall
bestrictlyaspertheSOPs.”
Asperthestandardoperating

procedure, every hospital has to

report all deaths of coronavirus
patients by email to the district
andstatesurveillanceunits,along
with a scanned copy of the case
summary,medical files and all
relevant data required by the
deathaudit committee, by5pm
everyday.AdayafterTheIndian
Express report, Delhi Health
MinisterSatyendar Jainhadtold
reporters: “Some death sum-
maries have not been provided
to theDelhi government due to
various issuesandhencecannot
beadded in the listof deaths.As
andwhentheyarrive,wewillre-
leasethem.”
As reported by The Indian

Express, the number of coron-
aviruscasualtiesreportedbyLok
Nayak Hospital, RamManohar
Lohia Hospital, Lady Hardinge
Medical College and the Delhi
andJhajjarcentresofAIIMSstood
at 116 until Thursday night.
According to the Delhi govern-
ment’sdailybulletin,atotalof33
deaths had been recorded from
thesehospitals.

MISMATCH INTOLL

Delhigovtadmits to
‘incorrect’, late reports

A SILVER LINING
AvolunteerdressedasaclowncheersupachildatacampforstrandedmigrantworkersatYamunaSportsComplex inDelhi,
onSunday. AbhinavSaha

Thiscomestwodays
afterTheIndianExpress
reportedona
mismatchbetweenthe
Coviddeathtoll
providedbytheDelhi
governmentand
hospitaldata.

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEWDELHI,MAY10

INNEWguidelineson recording
Covid-19relateddeaths,theIndian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR)hasdirectedmedicalprac-
titionerstolistCovid-19asan“un-
derlying cause of death”when
leading to Acute Respiratory
DistressSyndrome(ARDS),cardiac
injury,pneumoniaandotherpri-
marycausesofdeath.
Thefreshdirection,arrivingas

India’sCovid-19deathcountsur-
passes 2,000 people, outlines a
new standardised formwhere
medicalpractitionershavetocat-
egorise the death’s immediate
cause, antecedent cause, and
other significant conditions in
separatecolumns.
Apartfromoutliningthreecat-

egories to identify causal se-
quence of death for proper sur-
veillance, the guidelines stress
thatthelogicalsequenceofevents

mustbeclearlyarticulatedinthe
records.
“ItislikelythatCovid-19isthe

underlyingcauseofdeath(UCOD)
that lead toARDSor Pneumonia
in most of the deaths due to
Covid-19(testpositiveandsymp-
toms positive). In these cases
Covid-19must be captured (un-
derantecedentcause),”theguide-
linessay.
The immediate cause is the

“disease, injury, or complication
that caused the death, not the
modeof dying”. The antecedent
cause is themorbid condition(s)
that “gave rise to the immediate
cause”.Theothersignificantcon-
ditionsarethosethat“contributed
tothedeathbutarenotrelatedto
the disease or to the condition
causingit”.
Theguidelinesstate:“Patients

maypresentwithotherpre-exist-
ing comorbid conditions suchas
chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease(COPD)orasthma,chronic
bronchitis,ischemicheartdisease,

cancer and diabetes mellitus.
Theseconditionsincreasetherisk
of developing respiratory infec-
tions, andmay lead to complica-
tions and severe disease in a
Covid-19 positive individual.
These conditions arenot consid-
ered as (underlying cause of
death) as they have directly not
caused death due to Covid-19.”
The guidelines stress that only
those conditions that have con-
tributed to death should be
recorded.
InthewakeofstateslikeDelhi,

MaharashtraandWestBengalde-
ployingdivergentmetrics of de-
termining Covid-19 death, the
ICMR guidelines attempt to
streamlinemortalitysurveillance
inthecountry.
“Patterns of disease andpat-

ternsofdeathcancomefromonly
standardisedrecordingofclinical
diseasehistoryandcauseofdeath,
and therefore epidemiological
surveillanceofdiseaseanddeath
are important. Robust data is

needed fromevery district and
stateinIndiatomeasurethepub-
lichealthimpactofCovid-19and
toplanfortimelyhealthinterven-
tionsandprotectcommunities...,”
itstates.
The ICMR also published

guidelinesforconductingCOVID-
19 autopsies, outlining that
“deaths in hospital and under
medical careduetoCovid-19 isa
Non-MLC(nonmedicolegal)case
anddoesn’t requirepostmortem
examinationandtherequiredcer-
tificationofdeathisbeingdoneby
treatingdoctors”.Incaseofasus-
pectedCovid-19death that is la-
belled amedico legal case by an
emergency doctor, forensic au-
topsymaybewaived.
In a final release on Sunday,

ICMR announced that the
National InstituteofVirologyhas
developed andvalidated the in-
digenousELISA test for antibody
detectionof Covid-19. ICMRhas
teamedupwithZydusCadila for
massproduction.

NEWGUIDELINESONCOVIDDEATHS

ICMR: Categorise cause of death,
focus on sequence of events

MILINDGHATWAI
BHOPAL,MAY 10

SIX WORKERS returning to
their homes in Uttar Pradesh
were killed and 12 others in-
jured when a mango-laden
truckoverturnednearPathavil-
lage in Narsinghpur district of
Madhya Pradesh late on
Saturday.
The truck, on its way from

Hyderabad toAgra,wasproba-
bly speeding when it turned
sidewaysonthehighwaykilling
five migrant workers on the
spot. One of the two workers
whowerereferredtoahospital
in Jabalpur later succumbed to
injuries. The rest of the injured
were admitted to a hospital in
Narsinghpur.
Narsinghpur SP Gurkaran

Singh said it is likely that the
workersweretravellingillegally
and that it is not clear whether
they paid money for the ride.
Theworkersweretoldthatthey
would be dropped at a bigger
cityinUPfromwheretheywere
tofindtransporttoreachhome.
One of the injured persons

wascoughingwhenhewasbe-
ing taken to hospital. His sam-
plewas sent for testing.
The incident comesafter 16

migrantworkers fromShahdol
andUmariadistricts inMPwere
run over by a goods train near

Aurangabad in Maharashtra
early on Friday.
At least threeothermigrant

workerswhowerereturningto
UPonfoothavealsodied inMP.
Workers enter MP from

Sendhwaborderandthousands
of them have recently taken
thatroute.Whenstoppedatthe
borders, the workers have en-
tered into clashes with theMP
Police.
Trouble began last week

whenUPsealed itsborders,not
allowing migrants to enter its
boundaries after letting them
dosobefore.WhentheUPgov-
ernment stopped their entry,
the MP government also
stopped letting them in, lead-
ing to tension.
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan on Sunday asked dis-
trict collectors to offer help to
workers entering the state on
foot, asking to ensure arrange-
ments for food, shelter and
transport. He said collectors
should appoint a nodal officer
andseekhelpfromvoluntaryor-
ganisations.
According to the govern-

ment,1.9 lakhworkershavere-
turned to MP — nearly half of
themfromGujarat. In addition
to buses arranged by the state
government, 30 special trains
carryingmigrantshavearrived
in MP so far and 10 are set to
reach onMay 11.

On way to UP, 6
migrants killed
in MP accident

ABHISHEKANGAD
RANCHI,MAY10

A 35-YEAR-OLD migrant
labourerwhowaswalkinghome
to village Kesarchepa in
Jharkhand’s Chatra district was
run over by a vehicle near
Durgapur, West Bengal on
Saturday,policesaid.
Fuldev Bhuyia, whoworked

as amason in Kolkata, was left
stranded after the nationwide
lockdown began onMarch 23.
Desperatetogetback,hebought
a bicycle for Rs 500 and started
for home onMay 6 alongwith
twoothers.Accordingtohisfam-
ily, he got separated from the
other two.
“Therewere three of them...

some problem occurred with
some villagers inWest Bengal.
Theywere chased... all three got
separated and hewalked alone

and died,” Bhuiya’s wife Tetri
Devi toldThe IndianExpress.
Assistant Sub Inspector

Shailesh Sharma of New
Township Police Station of
Asansol-Durgapur police com-

missioneratesaidthatpolicegot
to know of a body on National
Highway-2.“Wepreparedanin-
quest report of the unknown
deadbodywhometwithanhigh
impactaccident...OnMay10the
family, who came from
Jharkhand,identifiedthebodyto
beof labourerFuldevBhuyiaand
toldusthathewascomingfrom
Kolkata, afterwhichwehanded
thebodytothem,”hesaid.
As of late Sunday, Bhuiya’s

body was yet to reach
Kesarchepa.
TetriDevi said, “Myhusband

bought a bicycle to carry his be-
longings. He cooked chapatis,
andkeptriceandutensilstocook
itusingwoodfuelandsetouton
his foot... I spoke to him last on
Friday night... The next day, we
were informed of his death.
Bimarikechaletjaanchaligayi(He
lost his life because of the
disease).”

Ranchi: A trailer ferrying 10
people from Jamshedpur to
Muzaffarnagar, UP, collided
with a truck in Jharkhand’s
Ramgarhdistrict on Sunday,
leading to thedeath of three
people. Superintendent of
PolicePrabhatKumarsaidthe
driverlostcontrolofthevehi-
clewhiletryingtoavoidamo-
torcyclist.Hesaid, “Weareas-
certainingtheirprofiles,butas
of now it is not confirmed if
theyweremigrants.” ENS

TRAILERCOLLIDES
WITHTRUCK, 3KILLED

Migrant walking home to
Jharkhand run over in Bengal

DIPANKARGHOSE
NEWDELHI,MAY10

EVENASUjjainhashit thehead-
lines with one of the highest
Covidmortalityratesinthecoun-
try,officialspointedtolatereport-
ingofcases,long-standingissues
atthecity’sonlymedicalcollege,
and delayed test results as rea-
sons.
Ujjain has seen 45 Covid

deaths, with 4,154 tests being
conducted and237people test-
ingpositive.Mortalityrateisclose
to20percent.
The numbers have led Chief

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
tosaythattheareaneedsspecial
attention.Specialteamshavevis-
itedUjjain,andthedistrict sawa
changeofadministrativeguardin
the formof anewdistrict collec-
torthisweek.
Senior officials inUjjain told

TheIndianExpressthatoneof the
biggest problemswas the pri-
mary Covid care hospital. “R D
GardiMedical College in Ujjain
had no expertise in handling
Covid cases. A lot of time was
wasted. Even now, there are is-
sues between themanagement
andresidentdoctors,”aseniorof-
ficialsaid.
Theissues—includingprob-

lemsindonninganddoffingar-
eas—arebeing looked into, of-
ficials said. “We have created
separate areas for men and
women doctors. There was an
issue of cleanliness, so some
ward boys from outside have
been stationed there,” an offi-
cial said.
Muchliketheinitialsituation

in neighbouring Indore, officials
said, inUjjaintootherewasade-
layed response in reporting of
cases,butwithanaddedelement
of fear of thehospital. “Eightpa-
tientswere brought dead. In 15
cases, people died between 24
and48hoursofreachingthehos-
pital. The negative image of the

hospital is a big factor,” a senior
officialsaid.“InIndore,therewas
late reporting and deaths, but
things were streamlined. In
Ujjain, therewas late reporting
anddeaths,andthatexacerbated
badperceptionsaboutthehospi-
tal.
An additional issue inUjjain

wasdelayintestresults—which
tookaslongas12days.Anofficial
said,“Therefore,positivepatients
werenot recognisedearly, treat-
mentwas not started on time.
Therewerechancesofthepatient
wanderingbecauseoflackofiso-
lation.Hiscontactsperhapsdidn’t
getquarantinedontime.”
Asked about these issues,

DistrictCollectorAsheeshSingh,
whountil fourdays agowas the
IndoreMunicipalCommissioner,
said that all pending test results
havenowbeen received. “Three
daysago,Idirectedthatallpend-
ingsamples(around550)besent
toalabinAhmedabad.Thosere-
sultscamewithin24hours.Now
wewillnothavependencyabove
36hours,”hesaid.
Regarding problems at RG

Gardihospital,Singhsaidthegov-
ernmentwaslookingtoenhance
itscapacity inthedistrict. “There
isatraumacentrewith100beds,
whichwillbereadyinsevendays.
Aurobindo Hospital, with 100
beds, is alsobeing facilitated.RD
Gardiisaprivatemedicalcollege
with800beds,150ofwhichhave
oxygenfacilities. Ifwehaveallof
themfunctioning,itwillbemore
comfortable,”Singhsaid.
Like Indore, 250 teams com-

prising ASHA and Anganwadi
workers have been set up to do
door-to-door screening, Singh
said.“Amobileappisusedtosur-
vey SARI and ILI symptoms, and
if they showup, a doctor visits
them.”
With some containment

zonesfallinginMuslimlocalities,
the administration has reached
outtothecommunitytoincrease
trust.

Behind Ujjain’s
mortality rate, late
reporting and
fear of hospital

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
MUMBAI,MAY 10

AFTERTHEShivSenaexpressed
displeasureoverCongress field-
ing a second candidate in the
May21LegislativeCouncilpolls,
its ally Sunday decided towith-
draw its candidate tomakeway
forMaharashtra Chief Minister
UddhavThackerayandeightoth-
ers togetelectedunopposed.
“The Maha Vikas Aghadi

(MVA) wanted to contests six
seats.ButconsideringtheCovid-
19crisis, it isdifficult tobringall
MLAs toMumbai for thevoting.
The chief minister himself is a
candidate. He has requested us
that the candidates shouldwin
unopposed. So, considering all
aspects, theMVAwill now field
five candidates,” said Balasaheb
Thorat,stateCongresspresident
and Revenue Minister after a

meeting with senior leaders
fromhisparty,SenaandNCP.
With this, while MVA has

fielded candidates in five seats,
BJP is contesting four seats. All
nine candidates are set to be
electedunopposed.
Themeetingwasattendedby

CongressministerAshokChavan,
NCPministers Ajit Pawar and
Jayant Patil aswell as Shiv Sena
ministersEknathShindeandAnil
Parab. SenaMPSanjayRaut and
partysecretaryMilindNarvekar
werealsopresent.
“Honouring the chiefminis-

ter’s request, Congress has
agreed towithdraw its second
candidate. So, the candidates
would win unopposed,” said
Raut.
Earlierintheday,Rauttoldre-

porters that Uddhavwould not
like to contest the election if it
wasnot going tobeunopposed.
“Wewantcandidatestowinun-

opposed.Manypeoplearewalk-
ing on the streets and there are
issues of their livelihood. It will
beablotonMaharashtra’stradi-
tion if we are not able to get the
candidates elected unopposed.
Uddhav is uneasy because of
this,”hesaid.
TheElectionCommissionhas

announced the Legislative
Council polls for nine seats in
Maharashtra days after Uddhav
approached Prime Minister
NarendraModiseekinghisinter-
ventiontoavoidaconstitutional
crisis in the state. Uddhav,who
was sworn in as CM on
November 28, 2019, has to be-
comememberofeitherhouseof
state legislaturebyMay27.
Sena’s Uddhav andNeelam

Gorhe,NCP’sShashikantShinde
andAmolMitkariandCongress’
Rajesh Rathod will file their
nominations onMonday. BJP’s
Ranjitsinh Mohite Patil,

Gopichand Padalkar, Pravin
Datke and Ajit Gopchade have
filedtheirnominationsonFriday.
Sources said that as per the

initialplan,SenaandNCPwould
have contested two seats and
Congress one, considering each
party’sstrengthintheAssembly.
BJPwould have contested four
seats.While the Congress’ cen-
tral leadership announced one
candidate, the state unit an-
nounced another on Saturday,
leadingtodifferencesofopinion
amongthethreeallies.
Sources said thatwhile state

Congress leadershipwas of the
viewthatMVAcanwinthesixth
seat,Senadidn’twanttotakeany
chanceconsideringUddhavisin
thefray.“Congress,asmallerally,
wanted to show that it has not
surrendered to the others. So, it
announced a second candidate
tounderlineitsimportance,”said
asource.

LEGISLATIVECOUNCILPOLL

Cong pulls back candidate, clears way for Uddhav

TheformerPMwasadmitted
ataround8.45pm.

NewDelhi:FormerPrimeMinister
ManmohanSinghwasadmitted
toAIIMS,DelhionSundayevening
afterhecomplainedofchestpain.
TheCongress leader is currently
underobservationandinthe ICU
of the Cardio-Thoracic Sciences
Centre(CTVS)unitoftheinstitute.
Singh,87,wasadmittedunder

DrNitishNaik,aprofessorofcardi-
ologyattheinstitutearound8.45
pm.Accordingtosources,doctors
areexamininghis condition. “He
isunderobservationand theex-
aminationisgoingon,”saidasen-
iordoctorfromthehospital.
SinghiscurrentlyaMemberof

Parliament inRajya Sabha from
Rajasthan.OnMay6,hehadtaken
partinavideoconferencewiththe
chiefministersofCongress-ruled
statesalongwithpartychiefSonia
Gandhi andsenior leadersRahul
GandhiandPChidambaram.ENS

Manmohan
admitted to
AIIMS
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Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,May10.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.
19,358PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN32STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

ANEW study has found an associa-
tionbetweenlowaveragelevelsofvi-
taminDandhighnumbersof Covid-
19casesandmortalityratesacross20
Europeancountries.Theresearch,led
byscientists fromUK’sAngliaRuskin
University(ARU)andQueenElizabeth
HospitalKing'sLynnNHSFoundation
Trust,ispublishedinthejournalAging
Clinical andExperimentalResearch.
VitaminDisknowntomodulate

the response of white
bloodcells, preventing
them from releasing
too many inflamma-
tory cytokines (part of
thebody’s immunere-
sponse to fight infec-
tions). And the SARS-
CoV2virusisknownto
causeanexcessof pro-
inflammatory cy-
tokines, called a cy-
tokinestorm.
The new study

shows that Italy and Spain, both of
whichhaveexperiencedhighCovid-
19mortality rates, have lower aver-
agevitaminDlevelsthanmostnorth-
ern European countries. This, the
researchers said, is partly because
people in southern Europe, particu-
larly the elderly, avoid strong sun,
whileskinpigmentationalsoreduces
naturalvitaminDsynthesis.
Thehighestaveragelevelsofvita-

minDare found innorthernEurope,

due to the consumption of cod liver
oil and vitamin D supplements, and
possibly less sun avoidance.
Scandinaviannationsareamongthe
countrieswiththelowestnumberof
COVID-19 cases andmortality rates
per head of population in Europe,
ARU said in a statement on the new
research.
“We found a significant crude re-
lationshipbetweenaveragevitamin

D levels and the num-
berCovid-19cases,and
particularly Covid-19
mortality rates, per
head of population
acrossthe20European
countries,” Dr Lee
Smith of ARU said in
thestatement.
“Vitamin D has

been shown to protect
against acute respira-
tory infections, and
older adults, thegroup

most deficient in vitamin D, are also
the onesmost seriously affected by
Covid-19.Apreviousstudyfoundthat
75%of people in institutions, such as
hospitals and care homes, were se-
verelydeficientinvitaminD. Wesug-
gest itwouldbeadvisabletoperform
dedicated studies looking at vitamin
DlevelsinCOVID-19patientswithdif-
ferentdegreesofdiseaseseverity,”Dr
Leesaid.

Source:AngliaRuskinUniversity
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Covid’s vitamin D link: What
data from 20 countries show

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands33
ArunachalPradesh 1
Assam 63
Bihar 591
Chandigarh 169
Chhattisgarh 59
DadarNagarHaveli 1
Goa 7
Haryana 675
HimachalPradesh 50
JammuandKashmir 836
Jharkhand 156
Karnataka 794
Kerala 505
Ladakh 42
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 13
Mizoram 1
Odisha 294
Puducherry 9
Telangana 1163
Tripura 134
Uttarakhand 67

UDITMISRA&NUSHAIBAIQBAL
NEWDELHI,MAY10

ASTHEeconomystruggleswiththelockdown
and thousands of firms andworkers stare at
anuncertainfuture, somestategovernments
lastweekdecidedtomakesignificantchanges
intheapplicationoflabourlaws.Themostsig-
nificantchangeswereannouncedbythreeBJP-
ruledstates—UP,MPandGujarat—butseveral
otherstates,ruledbytheCongress(Rajasthan
andPunjab) aswell as BJD-ruledOdisha, too
made some changes, although smaller in
scope.UP, themostpopulousstate,hasmade
theboldestchangesasitsummarilysuspended
theapplicationofalmostalllabourlawsinthe
stateforthenextthreeyears.
On the face of it, these changes are being

broughtabouttoincentiviseeconomicactivity
intherespectivestates.Keepingasidetheques-
tions of law— labour falls in theConcurrent
List and there aremany laws enactedby the
Centre that a state cannot just brushaside—
thekeyquestion is:Arethesethe long-pend-
ing reformsof the labourmarket that econo-
mistsusedtotalkabout,oristhesuspensionof
labour laws an ill-timedand retrograde step
thatcriticshavemadeitouttobe?

WhatareIndianlabourlaws?
Estimatesvarybutthereareover200state

lawsandcloseto50centrallaws.Andyetthere
isnosetdefinitionof“labourlaws”inthecoun-
try.Broadlyspeaking,theycanbedividedinto
fourcategories.Chart1providesthecategori-
sation,withexamples.
ThemainobjectivesoftheFactoriesAct,for

instance,aretoensuresafetymeasuresonfac-
torypremises, andpromotehealth andwel-
fare ofworkers. The Shops andCommercial
EstablishmentsAct,ontheotherhand,aimsto
regulate hours ofwork, payment, overtime,
weeklydayoffwithpay, otherholidayswith
pay,annualleave,employmentofchildrenand
youngpersons,andemploymentofwomen.
TheMinimumWages Act covers more

workers than any other labour legislation.
Themostcontentiouslabourlaw,however,is
theIndustrialDisputesAct,1947asitrelates
to terms of service such as layoff, retrench-
ment, and closure of industrial enterprises
andstrikesand lockouts.

Whyarelabourlawsoftencriticised?
Indianlabourlawsareoftencharacterised

as “inflexible”. Inotherwords, it hasbeenar-
guedthatthankstotheonerouslegalrequire-
ments,firms(thoseemployingmorethan100
workers)ditherfromhiringnewworkersbe-
cause firing them requires government ap-
provals.AsChart4shows,eventheorganised
sectorisincreasinglyemployingworkerswith-
out formal contracts. This, in turn, the argu-
mentgoes,hasconstrainedthegrowthoffirms
on the onehand andprovided a rawdeal to
workersontheother.
Othershavealsopointedoutthatthereare

toomany laws, oftenunnecessarily compli-
cated, andnot effectively implemented. This
haslaidthefoundationforcorruptionandrent-
seeking.
Essentially, if Indiahad fewer andeasier-

to-follow labour laws, firmswouldbeable to
expandandcontract dependingon themar-
ketconditions,andtheresultingformalisation
—atpresent90%ofIndia’sworkersarepartof
theinformaleconomy—wouldhelpworkers
astheywouldgetbettersalariesandsocialse-
curitybenefits.

IsthatwhatisproposedbystateslikeUP?
Asamatterof fact,no.UP,forinstance,has

summarilysuspendedalmostall labour laws
includingtheMinimumWagesAct.
RadhickaKapoor of ICRIER characterised

thisas“creatinganenablingenvironmentfor

exploitation”.That’sbecause far frombeinga
reform,whichessentiallymeansanimprove-
ment from the status quo, the removal of all
labourlawswillnotonlystripthelabourof its
basicrightsbutalsodrivedownwages.Forin-
stance,whatstopsa firmfromfiringallexist-
ingemployeesandhiringthemagainatlower
wages,shepointedout.
In that sense, fromtheperspective of the

workers, the government has completely
turned its stand fromasking firmsnot to fire
workersandpayfullsalariesatthestartofthe
lockdown, to strippingworkers of their bar-
gainingpowernow.
Moreover, far frompushing for a greater

formalisationoftheworkforce,thismovewill
inonegoturntheexistingformalworkersinto
informalworkers as theywouldnot get any
socialsecurity.

Whywillwagesfall?
Forone,asChart3shows,evenbeforethe

Covid-19 crisis, thanks to thedeceleration in
theeconomy,wagegrowthhadbeenmoder-
ating.Moreover, therewasalwaysawidegap
betweenformalandinformalwagerates.For
example, a woman working as a casual
labourerinruralIndiaearnsjust20%ofwhata

manearnsinanurbanformalsetting.
If all labour laws are removed,most em-

ploymentwill effectively turn informal and
bringdownthewageratesharply.Andthereis
nowayforanyworkertoevenseekgrievance
redressal, said Amarjeet Kaur, General
SecretaryofAITUC.

Wouldthesechangesnotboost
employmentandspureconomicgrowth?
Theoretically,itispossibletogeneratemore

employment in amarketwith fewer labour
regulations. However, as the experience of
statesthathaverelaxedlabourlawsinthepast
suggests,dismantlingworkerprotectionlaws
havefailedtoattractinvestmentsandincrease
employment,whilenotcausinganyincreasein
workerexploitationordeteriorationofwork-
ingconditions.
Ravi Srivastava, Director, Centre for

Employment Studies at the Institute of
HumanDevelopment,saidemploymentwill
not increase,becauseof several reasons.
First,thereisalreadytoomuchunusedca-

pacity.Firmsareshavingoffsalariesupto40%
andmakingjobcuts.Theoveralldemandhas
fallen.Which firmwill hiremore employees
rightnow,heasked.

Kaur said that if the intentionwas to en-
suremorepeoplehavejobs,thenstatesshould
not have increased the shift duration from8
hours to12hours. They shouldhaveallowed
twoshiftsof8-hourseachinstead,shesaid,so
thatmorepeoplecangetajob.
BothSrivastavaandKapoorsaidthismove

andtheresultingfall inwageswillfurtherde-
presstheoveralldemandintheeconomy,thus
hurtingtherecoveryprocess.“Thetimingisall
wrong,” saidKapoor. “Wearemoving in the
exactoppositedirection,”saidSrivastava.

Couldthegovernmenthavedone
somethingelse?
Srivastavasaidthatinsteadofcreatingex-

ploitativeconditionsfortheworkers,thegov-
ernmentshouldhave—asmostgovernments
havedoneacross theworld (Chart 5)—part-
neredwiththeindustryandallocated3%or5%
of theGDPtowardssharingthewageburden
andensuringthehealthof the labourers“be-
cause if Covid hits them, thewhole country
wouldbesunk”.
Moreover,beyondlabourregulations,firms

facesalotofotherhurdlesliketheshortageof
skilled labour and theweak enforcement of
contractsetc.
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THE 200TH birth anniversary of Florence
Nightingale, founder of modern nursing,
fallsonTuesday,March12.Herrelevanceto-
daycannotbeunderstated,giventheCovid-
19pandemic.Andyettheeventsleadingup
totheanniversarycanonlybecalledironic.
Nightingale(1820-1910),whohadcon-

siderablemathematical skills, is credited
withbeingthefirsthealthcareprofessional
to use data to show that infection control
improveshealthoutcomes.Throughherca-
reer she stressedapractice that is relevant
as ever today—handwashing. The irony is
thatthepandemichasleftacloudofuncer-
tainty over her legacy. The Florence
NightingaleMuseuminLondon,whichno
longergetsthevisits thatsustainit,hasan-
nouncedit isfacingabattleforsurvivaland
launchedfundraisingschemestosaveitself.

Nurse andmathematician
In1840,Nightingalebeggedherparents

to let her studymathematics instead of
“worstedwork and practising quadrilles”,

buthermotherdidnotapproveof this idea
(ArchiveofMathematicalHistory,University
of St Andrews). Eventually, they did grant
herpermissiontobetutoredinthesubject.
Then in 1851, she resisted her parents and
studiednursing,whichwasnotconsidered
arespectableprofession inthosedays.
Her signature effort came during the

CrimeanWar (1854-56), when she an-
swered a government call for nurses and
took a posting as ‘Superintendent of the
Female Nursing Establishment of the
EnglishGeneralHospitalsinTurkey’.Thisis
wheresheearnedthename‘Ladywiththe
Lamp’, forwalkingaroundpatients’bedsat
night, holding a lamp. This alsowhere she
didherpioneeringworkwithstatistics.
When she arrived, diseases such as

cholera and typhuswere rife in the hospi-
tals. Nightingale collected data, calculated
themortality rate, andshowedthatan im-
provement of sanitarymethodswould re-
duce the number of deaths. Themortality
ratedroppedfrom60%to42.7%byFebruary
1855, and to 2.2% by the spring, according
to theStAndrewsarchive.
Sheusedherdatatocreategraphics,the

most famous of which is a polar area dia-

gram (pictured) that used areas to repre-
sent variations in death rate. The blue
wedges,representingdeathbysickness,are
farbiggerthanthoserepresentingwounds.
In an email to The Indian Express, Hugh

Small, author of Florence Nightingale:
Avenging Angel, described two steps in her
statisticalanalysis.First, itprovedthatthere
were large differences in outcomes (death

rates)betweenhospitals,sothatdeathsmust
havebeencausedbylocalfactorsinthehos-
pital. Second, it showed that the improve-
mentindeathrateovertimeinonehospital
following hygiene improvements showed
thatthelocal factorwashospitalhygiene.
“InthecontextofCovid-19thefirststep

is important. Therehasbeena largediffer-
enceindeathratesbetweencountries,and

statistical analysis will showwhich coun-
try did best andwhatmistakes the other
countriesmade,”Small said.

Covid-19, the spoiler
The Florence NightingaleMuseum, lo-

cated at St Thomas’s Hospital, is designed
aroundthreepavilionsthat tell thestoryof
Nightingale’s life. It had been planning to

celebrate big in 2020, designated the
InternationalYearoftheNurseandMidwife
(May 12 is International Nurses Day every
year).The2020bookingsdiarywasfullwith
exhibitions and events, Director David
Green said in a statement emailed by the
museum. It closedonMarch17.
“Prolonged closure and decimated

touristmarkets for the foreseeable future
nowthreaten the futureof themuseumas
werelyheavilyonadmissionsandretail in-
cometosupportoursmallcharity,whichre-
ceivesnocorefundingfromgovernmentor
elsewhere,” Green said. On itswebsite, the
Museumhasputupanappealfordonations.
“If the museumatStThomas’sHospital

closes, I hope shewill find a place in other
museums,” Small said, in reply to a ques-
tion. “Perhaps thesewill covermoreof her
non-nursingwork,likeherstatisticsandher
drafting of the revolutionary 1875 Public
HealthAct that savedsomany lives.”
Small haswritten about Nightingale’s

influenceon thedrafting of theAct,which
introduced provisions covering sanitation
inBritishslums.Shebuilthercasewithher
polarareadiagramtoshowhowsanitation
hadreduceddeaths in thearmy.

What labour law changes mean
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Lastweek,anumberof stategovernmentsmadekeychanges intheapplicationof labour laws.Whatare
thelabour lawsinthecountry,andhowcansuchchanges impact firms, theirworkers,andtheeconomy?
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CHART2:WAGEGAPS
BETWEENSUB-GROUPS&
GENDER, 2011-12 (%)

Source: ILOestimates
basedonNSSOdata
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of Industries, Ind-Ra
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CHART3:WAGEGROWTH IN
ORGANISEDMANUFACTURING
SECTOR IS ALSODECLINING

11.7%

CHART1:TYPESOF
LABOURLAWS
CONDITIONSOFWORK
■ FactoriesAct, 1948
■TheContract Labour
(Regulation&Abolition)Act, 1970
■ Shops andCommercial
EstablishmentsAct

WAGES&REMUNERATION
■TheMinimumWagesAct, 1948
■PaymentofWagesAct, 1936

SOCIAL SECURITY
■Employees’ Provident Fund
Act, 1952
■Workmen’s CompensationAct,
1923
■Employees State InsuranceAct,
1948

EMPLOYMENTSECURITY
& INDUSTRIALRELATIONS
■TheIndustrialDisputesAct,1947
■ Industrial Establishments
(StandingOrders) Act, 1946

CHART5:WHATOTHER
GOVTSAREDOING
CANADA
Aspart of temporarywage top-
up, $2.1bn for low income
essentialworkers. $1400 to all
workers and self-employed
individualswho face income
loss. Govtwill contribute
towards employers'wagebills
to reduce layoffs, pay cuts.

VIETNAM
$70/month for 3months for
workers onunpaid leave andaid
to employers for paying
severancepackages.Workers
withnounemployment
insuranceor social security to
getUS$40 for threemonths.

BANGLADESH
$89.45million forworkerswho
have lost income. S11.77mn
bonuspaymentpackage for
doctors andhealthworkers.

UK
Govt topay80%of usualwages
of employees laid off for 4
months. Firms can claim the
sickpay for coronavirus patients
(current or former employees)
sinceMarch2020under
Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay
Rebate scheme.

MigrantsheadhomeontheMumbai-AgraHighway.Deepak Joshi

CHART4:ORGANISEDSECTOR
INCREASINGLYPREFERS
NON-CONTRACTUALLABOUR

Source: Employment-Unemployment
Surveys (2004-05, 2011-12); PLFS2017-18
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Why Florence Nightingalematters today, howher legacy is under cloud

FloorenceNightingale’spolararea
diagram(right)ondeaths inhospitals
duringCrimeanwarcomparedareas
toshowthatdeathsduetodisease
exceededthoseduetowounds.
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REFORM FOR LABOUR
Stringent labour lawsneedtobeamended.ButduringCOVID
distress, reformwillwork if labour is seenaskeystakeholder

THATTHEARCHAIClabourlawsinIndianeedtobeamendedisbeyonddebate.
They have protected only a tiny section of the labour force, facilitated rent-
seeking,andhavelaidthegroundforthecasualisationof thelabourforce, the
phenomenonofthemissingmiddleinmanufacturing,andthesubstitutionof

capitalforlabourinacapitaldeficientandlabourabundanteconomy.Rationalisinglabour
laws has been on the policy agenda for decades. Yet, labour reformhasn’t taken off be-
causethedebatehasbeenframedintermsofempoweringthemanagementwhilecurb-
ing the rights of labour, as is evident from industry’s often-demanded concessionof the
power to fireworkerswithout seeking government permission. But now, a number of
stateshaveembarkedonthispoliticallycontentiouscourseagain.Whileeffortstoreform
labourlawsshouldbeencouraged,comingatatimeofacuteeconomicdistressandlabour
insecurity,inacrisisthathasexposedthelackofsafetynetsandthelimitedaccessofwork-
ers tohealthcare, theymustkeeptheconcernsof labourat thecentre.
InitiativestakenbystatessuchasMadhyaPradesh—whichaimtoreducethefrequency

of inspections, ease the registration and licensingprocess, andenhance the thresholds of
whentheregulatoryarchitecturekicksin—arestepsintherightdirection.Asistheintroduc-
tionof fixed-termemployment tohelpcompaniessidestepthecontractor system.But, re-
movingfirms’obligationtocomplywithprovisionsoftheIndustrialDisputesActconstitutes
blatantdisregardforworkers’rights.Tobesure,certainpartsof theActwhichdealwiththe
hiringandfiringofworkershaverightlybeenseenas impediments to flexible labourmar-
kets.Yet, insteadof rationalisingordoingawaywithsomechapters,givingfirmsafreepass
overcomplyingwiththeActstripsworkersofanydegreeofprotectionorredressalmecha-
nisms.Itfurtherreducesthebargainingpoweroflabour,theirrighttonegotiate.Whilefixed-
termemploymentisawelcomehalf-step,statesshouldensurethatthesecontractworkers
receivesocialsecuritybenefitssimilartopermanentworkers,asisthecaseundertheCentre’s
modellaw.Ifregulationsdesignedtosupportlabouraresuspended,itcaneffectivelyremove
thedistinctionbetweenpermanent and contractualworkers. Suchmoves could trigger a
race to thebottom. Theyalso raisequestionsover thearchitectureof the labourmarket of
the future.Will this temporary reprieve to industry translate to long-termbenefits?Why
notincreasethenumberofshiftsasopposedtoincreasingthehoursofwork?
Anyshortsightedmovenowwillonlyendupincreasingworkers’vulnerabilitiesata

timeofacutedistress,whenunemploymentislikelytobeatall-timehighs,andwhenthe
nationalconsensusisveeringtowardsprovidinglabourerssafetynets.Labourreformfor
longhas framedlabourasanadversary,nowmaybethemoment tosee it throughtheir
prism—this is theonlywaytomakeenduringprogress.

WHAT’S IN A NAM?
Delhi’s renewedengagement isbasedonthebet thatNAM
remainsacritical forumforpursuing India’sglobal interests

PRIMEMINISTERNARENDRAModi’svideoaddresstoasummitofthenon-aligned
nations lastweekhas generated criticismaswell as commendation. Both sides,
however,miss the recentevolutionof the Indian thinkingon theNAM.External
AffairsMinister SubrahmanyamJaishankarhas spoken frequently about India’s

stakesintheso-called“GlobalSouth”.Hewasinvokingatermthatreferstotheentiredevel-
opingworldandnotjustmembersoftheNAM.Theministerhastalkedaboutconsolidating
long-standingpoliticalequitiesthatDelhihadcreatedintheNAMandtheGlobalSouthover
the lastmanydecades. Thenew interest is not a throwback to seeing theNAMasananti-
Westernideologicalcrusade.Noris itapretenceofvaluingthemovementbuttreatingitas
aritualtobeperformedeverythreeyears.ItisbasedonthebetthattheNAMremainsacrit-
icaldiplomaticforumforthepursuitof India’s internationalinterests.
ButwhyhasaroutinespeechbythePMonpromotingglobalcooperationincombating

the coronavirus gotten somuchattention?One reason is its billing asModi’s first address
evertotheNAM.Afterall,hehadskippedthelast twoNAMsummits,atVenezuela in2016
andAzerbaijanin2019.Criticsof theNDA’s foreignpolicyconvincedthemselvesthatModi
hadnorealattachmentforthenon-alignedlegacyof JawaharlalNehru.Forthetraditional-
ists,Modi’s engagementwith theNAMwasawelcomereturn to roots. For thosewhosee
theNAMasapoliticaldinosaur,Delhi’srenewedenthusiasmforitseemslikearegression.But
acloser lookat theModigovernment’s foreignpolicyactions revealsa three-fold rationale
forintensifyingengagementwiththeNAM.
One,thosewhosaytheNAMisarelicoftheColdWarmustalsoacknowledgethatanew

ColdWarisbeginningtounfold,thistimebetweentheUSandChina.Astheconflictbetween
theworld’s twomost important powers envelops all dimensions of international society,
Indiahaseveryreasontotryandpreservesomepoliticalspaceinbetweenthetwo.Second,
inthelastfewyears,Delhipaidlip-servicetotheNAMbutdevotedalotofdiplomaticenergy
toforumslikeBRICS.GiventheRussianandChineseleadershipofBRICS,Delhiinevitablybe-
gantotamelyechotheinternationalpositionsofMoscowandBeijingratherthanrepresent
voices of theGlobal South. Finally, as anation seeking tobecomean independent pole in
globalaffairs,IndiacoulddomorewithforumsliketheNAMinmobilisingsupportonissues
ofinteresttoDelhi.AnindependentIndianlinebackedbystrongsupportwithintheNAMcan
makeabigdifference to theoutcomesof the impending contentions at theWorldHealth
AssemblylaterthismonthonreviewingtheWHO’sperformanceduringtheCOVIDcrisis.

Food before cash

Rohini Pande, Simone Schaner andCharity TroyerMoore

Prem Shankar Jha

BecausePMJDYcashtransferswill excludemanyof
India’spoorest, andforothers, cometoo late

ONE FUND, TWO SAFETY NETS
Thereareways todefeatviruswithoutadverselyaffectingavulnerableeconomy

THEVASTMAJORITY of India’s poor rely on
dailywage labour for sustenance.With the
current lockdown and its likely extension,
millionsofdailylabourersandtheirfamilies
can no longer earn themoney they need to
survive. Inthisunprecedentedsituation,the
Indianstatemustrespondswiftlytoprevent
widespreadacutehunger.
The state is taking this challenge seri-

ously: India has launched its largest-ever
cash transferprogrammetargetingwomen
with Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY)accountsandincreasedfoodsubsi-
dies, amongotherefforts.Given the scaleof
economic distress,manyhave called for in-
creases incash transfers.
Cashiseasytocarryandwidelyaccepted.

But,ouranalysisofnationallyrepresentative
surveydata, describedbelow, suggests that
these transferswill excludemanyof India’s
poorest and, for others, come too late. The
immediate need is to focus on distributing
adequate food support to all the poorwho
need it.
The cash transfer programmewill send

Rs 500 permonth (roughly $7) to women
with a PMJDY account for the next three
months. According to official statistics,
roughly 200million Indianwomen (47 per
centofadultfemales)haveaPMJDYaccount.
Women’s own reports of PMJDY account
ownership, however, paint a different pic-
ture.Anationallyrepresentativesurveyfrom
2018,theFinancialInclusionInsightsSurvey,
askedrespondentswhethertheyhaveabank
accountand, ifyes,whetherit isaPMJDYac-
count.Roughly80percentof femalerespon-
dents stated they have a bank account, but
only21per cent said theyhaveaPMJDYac-
count.Whatdrivesthegapbetweengovern-
ment and survey numbers? Likely some
combinationofdormancy,accountduplica-
tioninthesystemandthelackofknowledge
amongwomen about the type of account
theyhold.
To improve this, the government has

plannedinformationdrivesaboutcashtrans-
fers.Let’ssaytheseemergencyprogrammes
mean that uninformedwomen learn that
they have PMJDY accounts, and that dupli-
cation and dormancy issues areminimal.
Will targeting the 200million PMJDY ac-

countsprovidecashtransferstopoorhouse-
holdsthatneeditmost—thosethatarerun-
ningoutofmoneyandfoodduetotheCOVID
lockdown?
Officialstatisticsdonottellushowmany

of the 200million female PMJDY account
holders belong to poor households. Survey
data takes us a bit further. The 2018 survey
cited above uses a Grameen Foundation
methodologywhereanswersto10questions
about a household’s characteristics and as-
set ownership are scored to compute the
likelihoodthatthehouseholdlivesbelowthe
poverty line. The result? The survey tells us
that roughly two-thirds of adult women—
just over 325million in total—are livingon
less than the UN-recognised poverty crite-
rionof$2.50perday.Innormaltimes,nearly
nine out of 10 of thesewomen say itwould
bedifficulttopulltogetherRs6,000withina
month todealwithanemergency.
So, even if we go by government statis-

tics and assume that PMJDY accountswere
openedonlybythesepoorwomen—agen-
erousestimate—thenoverone-thirdofpoor
womenor125millionwomen, donothave
a PMJDY account. However, we know that
some better-off households also have ac-
counts. The 2018 survey numbers suggest
that 75 per cent of PMJDY account holders
are poor. If we instead allocate the govern-
ment’s count of PMJDY accounts to poor
women based on these 2018 survey num-
bers, thenroughly175millionpoorwomen
lack PMJDY accounts. This means at least
125-175 million poor women and their
householdswillnotreceivetheseemergency
cash transfers.
A final constraint is accessing the cash:

The2018datasuggeststhatoneinfourpoor
womenlivemorethanfivekilometresaway
fromtheirnearestbankingpoint.This,com-
binedwith current social distancing prac-
ticesatbanksthatprolongcashdistribution,
suggests that somewomenwill find itdiffi-
cult to access their cash transfers as soonas
theyneedthem. Inshort, thecurrentcover-
ageof thenetworkusedforcashtransfers is
insufficient to stopmillions of the poorest
households slipping through India’s social
safetynet.Togiverelief tothesehouseholds,
state and central governmentswill have to

relyonmore thanPMJDYcash transfers.
Access to food is themostpressingchal-

lengeduringthelockdownwhenmanyindi-
vidualshavesuddenlyfoundthemselvesun-
employed and facing significant price
inflation. The government’s established so-
cial protection architecture has also re-
sponded by expanding access to the public
distributionsystem(PDS).Buteligibilitystill
largely relies on the household having a ra-
tioncard,andthe2018surveydatasuggests
that nearly 70million poor women live in
households that lack rationcards.
Given the implications of the lockdown

forthoselivinghand-to-mouth,thereissim-
ply no time to screen and document poor,
uncoveredhouseholds. Nor is there time to
be concerned about plugging holes in the
fooddistributionarchitecture—policy-mak-
ers must make do with what they have.
While there is a risk that some of these re-
sourceswillmakeittounintendedbenefici-
aries, this is not the time to starve the poor
to fight corruption.
India has ample reserves of grain and a

well-developed system for disseminating
stockstoPDSshops,whicharegenerallyac-
cessible to poor households. Some states,
such as Tamil Nadu, already offer universal
access to rations. Releasing additional grain
wouldgivestateslatitudetoexpandthePDS
and support additional feeding efforts such
as community kitchens. At the same time,
states should do all they can tomake sure
lockdownmeasures do not prevent people
fromaccessingsubsidisedfood,whileensur-
ingsocialdistancingpracticesare inplace.
The health and economic threats posed

by the pandemic are unprecedented: India
mustcapitaliseuponitspreparednesstoad-
dressfoodinsecurityandprioritisefooddis-
tributiontoprotectthehealthandwelfareof
itsmostvulnerablecitizens.
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economicsanddirectorof theEconomic

GrowthCentreatYaleUniversity, Schaner is
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atUniversityof SouthernCaliforniaand
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ResearchatYaleUniversity’s

MacMillanCentre

A SINGAPORE STUDY has projected that if
Indiamaintains the present lockdown till
May16, itwill be97per centCOVID-freeby
May 21. But while hoping for the best, the
governmentneeds toprepare for theworst.
Thereisacatastrophicdeclineinproduction
and sales within the country; an even
sharper fall in the government’s tax rev-
enues, andaprecipitousdrop in foreign ex-
change inflows because of a simultaneous
fall inexportearningsandremittancesfrom
workers in theGulf.
Having put all its eggs in the lockdown

basket, theNarendraModigovernmenthas
runoutof ideas.Theonlyonefloatingaround
today — to free the economy in a phased
mannerandmaintain the lockdownonly in
“COVID hotspots” — is so impractical that
onlysomeonewhohasneverworkedinthe
industrycouldhavedreamed itup.
Everymanufactured product contains

dozens of components that are suppliedby
ancillaryproducersintheorganisedandun-
organised sectors. The stocks of only one of
theseneedtorunouttobringtheentirepro-
duction line toahalt.Withconstantly shift-
ing “hotspots”, can any enterprise ever be
surethatitwillbeabletomeetacommitted
deliverydate?
There is growing evidence, first from a

studyby the SunYatsenuniversity in China
andnowfromtheNationalEnvironmentand
Engineering Research Institute in Nagpur

that, like its predecessors SARS andMERS,
COVID could also turn out to be a seasonal
virus thatdiesout insummeronlytoreturn
inwinter. If that proves correct,will thena-
tion have to go through this trauma every
winter?
There is only oneway to ensure that it

doesnot:Admittingthatthisisnotan“inter-
nal” crisisbornoutof themalfunctioningof
themarket economy. So it cannot be over-
come by tightening or relaxing credit, rais-
ing or lowering interest rates, or by putting
moratoriaondebt repayments.
Irrespectiveof itsmurkyoriginsinChina,

COVID is a natural disaster. Its cost must,
therefore, bemet through emergency gov-
ernment spending and not, as is being at-
temptednow,throughsoftloansthatthere-
cipientswillhave to repay.
Thefirststepmustbetocreateaseparate

emergencyfundandbudgetformeetingthe
expenses that will be incurred in creating
two“safetynets”—one tomeet employers’
fixedcostswhiletheyarenotproducingany-
thing,andtheothertofeedandshelterwork-
erswhile theyareearningnothing.
Since both the central and state govern-

ments are strapped for cash, the fundwill
havetobecreatedbytheMinistryofFinance
through the issueof treasurybills, as a one-
time exception to its 1994 agreementwith
theReserveBankof India to leave theman-
agementofmoneysupplytoit inthefuture.

ThevalueoftheT-Billsthatwillneedtobe
issuedwilldependuponthelossofnominal
GDP per month, how long the lockdown
lasts, and the rate of saving in the economy.
Forinstance,if thepresentlockdownreduces
thevolumeoftransactionsbytwo-thirdsand
lastsfortwomonths,theimputeddeclineof
nominalGDPwill be11percent.
Atthecurrentsavingsrateof31percent,

any money released into the economy
through the issue of T-bills will create just
over 3.2 times asmuch income before it is
fully absorbed into the economy — the
Keynesianmultiplier. Thus, the primary in-
jectionof fundswillhavetobe3.4percentof
theannualGDP—Rs6.8 lakhcrore.
However, if the volume of transactions

falls only by half, the corresponding figure
for the issueof T-billswill be5.3 lakhcrore.
Thesearedouble,andone-and-a-half times,
respectively, the Rs 3.37 lakh crore that the
RBIintendstoinjectintotheeconomyassoft
loansthroughcommercialbanks,butwhich
thelatterarehavingdifficultyinfindingbor-
rowers for.
Thisisnotadauntingsum.Muchof itwill

be recovered if the economymakes a “V”
shaped recovery. But farmore valuablewill
be theconfidence itwill instill in thepeople
that they do not need to live in fear for the
restof their lives.

Thewriter isa senior journalist andauthor

Given the implications of the
lockdown for those living
hand-to-mouth, there is
simply no time to screen and
document poor, uncovered
households. Nor is there
time to be concerned about
plugging holes in the food
distribution architecture —
policy-makers must make do
with what they have. While
there is a risk that some of
these resources will make it
to unintended beneficiaries,
this is not the time to starve
the poor to fight corruption.

The first step must be to
create a separate emergency
fund and budget for meeting
the expenses that will be
incurred in creating two
‘safety nets’ — one to meet
employers’ fixed costs while
they are not producing
anything, and the other to
feed and shelter workers
while they are earning
nothing. Since both the
central and state
governments are strapped
for cash, the fund will have
to be created by the ministry
of finance through the issue
of Treasury bills
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WORDLYWISE
Allwealth is the product of labour.

— JOHN LOCKETHEEDITORIALPAGE

MANIPUR TENSE
THE ARMY HAS been asked to remain in
readinesstoassisttheciviladministrationin
anyeventualityinManipurinviewoftheAll-
Manipur Students’ Union (AMSU) decision
to launch an indefinite agitation onMay 12
for deportation of “foreign nationals”.
Reinforcements from the army, the Border
Security Force, the Assam Rifles and the
Central Reserve Police Force have been
rushedtoManipurtoassistthestatepolicein
themaintenanceof lawandorder. Thegov-
ernor of North-Eastern states, L P Singh, to-
day flew to Imphal to review the situation
andsupervisethearrangementstomeetany
eventuality.

NO CHANGING 1951
THE ASSAM GOVERNMENT and the All-
AssamStudents’ Union (AASU) appeared to
be on a collision course.While the state ad-
ministrationwasbusygivingfinishingtouches
to a contingencyplan to tackle theoil block-
ade, theAASU late last night decided to fur-
ther intensify theeight-month-old agitation
fordetectionof foreignnationals, deletionof
theirnamesfromtheelectoralrollsandtheir
eventualdeportation.Theexecutivecommit-
tee of the AASU,whichmet in Gauhati last
nightunderthechairmanshipofitspresident,
PrafullaKumarMohanta, resolvedthatthere
couldbenocompromiseonthe1951cut-off
yearforthedetectionof foreignnationals.

IRAN ELECTIONS
THEPOWERFUL ISLAMICRepublicanParty,
said to be pressing for spy trials of the 53
American hostages, led all other political
groups in early returns in the run-off elec-
tions for the IranianParliament,whichmay
next month decide the hostages’ fate.
Teheran Radio said 52 candidates were
elected in the early results. Party lists indi-
catethat25of themaremembersof theIRP,
whichwithitsotherfundamentalistMuslim
allies is expected to control the new
Parliament. Only three of the candidates
elected were among those supported
exclusively by Iran’s moderate president,
Bani-Sadr.
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“This stifling of free expression that we have been witnessing completely
violates the basic principles of democracy, and the targeting of journalists
simply creates confusion by depriving people of accurate and complete
information.”

— THEDAILYSTARTHE IDEASPAGE
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LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

INOURPREVIOUScolumn,wearguedthatre-
vivingthepost-COVIDeconomywillbeexcep-
tionally difficult because the crisis has dam-
agedmanybalancesheets.Indiahasbeenhere
before, as balance sheetswere also impaired
following the2008/09Global Financial Crisis
(GFC).Butthistimeisdifferent:Thedamageis
muchgreater, coveringmanymore firms, in
manymore sectors,muchmore seriously. As
a result, agradualist strategy,whichwaspur-
sued last timewithdecidedlymixed results,
will not be feasible. The corporate andbank
balancesheetswillneedtobefixed,urgently.
Whyisspeedsoimportantnow?First,be-

causeitistheonlywaytorevivetheeconomy.
As revenues have dried up,most firmshave
been forced to letworkers go anddelaypay-
mentstosuppliers,causingcashflowproblems
to cascadedown the supply chain. Firmswill
consequentlybeunable torestartproduction
unless they firstgetcredit topaytheir suppli-
ersandworkers.Butimpairedfirmscannotget
credit and impairedbanks cannot provide it.
So,theentireeconomywillbestuckunlessthe
balancesheetproblemissortedout.
Speedwill alsominimise the losses from

theCOVIDcrisis. Thevalueof bankrupt firms
decays rapidly over time, and thebill for this
losswillhavetobeborneultimatelybythegov-
ernment.So,speedisnecessarytocontainthe
damagetothegovernment’sfinancialposition,
whichhasbeenbadlyerodedbytheCOVIDcri-
sis.Butmovingquicklywillbedifficult.Theonly
realmechanism that currently exists tohan-
dlestressandbankruptcyistheInsolvencyand
BankruptcyCode(IBC)system,whichhasbeen
suspendedforsixmonths.
Some commentators have therefore ar-

guedforbringingtheIBCbackintooperationas
soonaspossible.Butsuchastrategywouldnot
be apanacea. The system is slow,withmany
casestakingtwoyearsormore;itcouldeasily
becomeoverwhelmedcompletelyifitisforced
toabsorbalargenewsetofbankruptfirms.In
addition, the IBC envisages that banksmax-
imise their recoveries by auctioning off the
bankrupt firms to thehighestbidder. But ina
nation(andindeedaworld)whereallbalance
sheets are damaged, it is not obviouswho
wouldbe able to buy these firms, or atwhat
prices. So recovery rates fromsales could be
low,underminingtheobjectiveoftheexercise.
Evenifstrongbidderscouldbefound,there

isafundamentalpolitical,evenphilosophical,
question ofwhether it is really right to take
these firmsaway fromtheir promoters. After
all,many of these firms did nothingwrong;
they got into financial difficulties because of
thecoronacrisis.Firmsstoppedproductionfor
the sakeof thenation’s health, andat thedi-
rectrequestofthegovernment.Surely,thena-
tionshouldnotrepaythembypunishingtheir
promoters.
Suchanexceptionalsituationcalls forcre-

ativesolutions.Whatisneededisanewsetof
proceduresthatutilisemuchoftheexistingIBC
framework, but are simple, straightforward,
andprompt,withabuilt-inexpiryclause.Call
themtheSpecialNon-AdversarialProcedures
(SNAP). As soonas the lockdownsare largely
over,theIBCcreditorcommittees(CoCs)could
meet to assess the newwave of NPAs. The

largest,mostcomplexcases—say,thosewith
debts exceedingRs10,000 crore—wouldbe
sent to the IBC for regular treatment. But all
othercaseswouldbeeligibleunderSNAP.After
all,thewiderthesetofcompaniesthatareput
backontheir feetquickly, thestronger there-
coverywillbe.
Under SNAP, CoCswould, over the next

threemonths, examinedelinquent firms’ fi-
nancialrecords,checkingtoseewhetherthey
are actually viable, undone solely because of
thelockdown.If so,thesefirmswouldbedes-
ignated as LockdownAffected Enterprises
(LAEs),eligibleunderSNAP.
Sincethebasisofthedesignationwouldbe

that the firm is fundamentally soundbut for
theCOVIDimpact,anInsolvencyProfessional
(IP)appointedbytheCoCwouldworkwithex-
istingmanagement (whowould continue to
run the firm) to arrange for interim finance.
Then,theIPwouldassesshowmuchofadebt
reduction the firmneeds, andwithin three
monthswouldpresent a specific proposal to
theCoC.IftheCoCcanreachatwo-thirdmajor-
ity in favour of the proposal, the promoter
wouldkeepthefirm,whilethefirmwouldbe
granted ahaircut and immediately released
frombankruptcy.SincetheNationalCompany
LawTribunal (NCLT) is alreadyoverloaded, it
wouldnotbeinvolvedatall inSNAP.
If theCoCcannotreachagreementwithin

the three-monthdeadline, or if at any subse-
quentpoint the firmdefaultson itsnewly re-
duceddebt, itwouldbesenttotheIBCforres-
olution. SNAPwould be disbanded no later
thanend-December2020.
Suchasystemwouldhaveaseriesofchecks

andbalances, toprevent firms fromsecuring
undeserved debt reductions. Bankswould
need to certify that defaulters are truly LAEs;
IPswouldneed to certify the size of thedebt
reduction; a largemajority of creditor banks
wouldneedtoagreetotheIP’sproposal.
With these checks andbalances inplace,

the government should then commit to two
things.First,itshouldprovidesomelegalcover,
ensuringthatbankerswouldnotbesubjectto
investigationsbytheanti-corruptionagencies,
aslongastheyfollowedtheLAErules.Second,
thepublicsectorbankswouldbecompensated
forthecostsofthehaircuts,automaticallyand
fully.
Besides speed, SNAPwouldhaveone fur-

thermajoradvantage:Itwouldreducethead-
versarialnatureof theIBCprocess,arisingbe-
causepromotersareforcedtocedetheirfirms.
Undertheproposedsystem,promoterswould
not only have incentives to cooperate; they
wouldactuallywant totakethe initiative,ap-
plying for LAEdesignation themselves, in the

hopes that theycouldgetbacktobusinessas
soonaspossible. Such a systemmight seem
difficulttoenvisage,butitiscertainlyfeasible:
It is a design featureunderChapter 11of the
Americanbankruptcyact.
Inotherwords, if SNAPsucceeds,someof

the special procedures could be introduced
permanentlyintotheIBCframework,adding
anewdimension:Notjustliquidationandre-
habilitationundernewpromoters but reha-
bilitationunderexistingmanagement.
Then,repairofthefinancialsystemwould

havetogobacktoaddressingthelong-stand-
ingproblems,whichwillhavebeenaggravated
bythecrisis.Firmsthatwereunviableevenbe-
foretheCOVIDcrisiswouldbesentdirectlyto
the IBC, butwith the IBC reformedalong the
linesweproposedinourDecember2019pa-
per.
Thegovernmentshould issueguidelines:

Focusing theCoCsonthegoalofmaximising
value, disregarding non-commercial objec-
tives,whicharenow luxuries that cannotbe
afforded.DirectingtheNCLTcourtstofocuson
theCoCs’adherencetoprocedureratherthan
on themerits of their decisions. Increasing
competitionintheauction(andtherebymax-
imisingrecoveryvalues)byallowingpromot-
erstobidfortheirassets,as longastheyhave
notbeendeclaredwilfuldefaulters.
For thepower and real estate sectors,we

think that a sui generis approachvia the cre-
ationofabadbankisstillthebestwayforward.
Thereasons,asweexplainedintheDecember
paper, are straightforward: The viability of
power assets is inextricably entwinedwith
government policies, so the government
wouldneedtobeheavilyinvolvedinanysolu-
tiontoelectricityfirms’problems.Realestate
resolutionsneed to take into account the in-
terestsofhome-owners,somethingthatisal-
mostimpossibletodoundertheIBC.
Insum,weproposeathree-prongedattack

on today’s balance sheet problems, aimed
squarely at maximising recoveries from
stressedassets. First, special, expedited,non-
adversarialandtime-boundbankruptcypro-
cedures (SNAP) for COVID-affected firms.
Second, a reformed IBC focused squarely on
loss-minimisation, for firms thatwereunvi-
able evenbefore theCOVIDcrisis. And, third,
badbanksforstressedassetsinthepowerand
real estate sectors. Introducing this strategy
quicklywouldset thestage for theeconomic
recovery India badlyneeds—one that saves
livesandsaveslivelihoods.

Subramanianisformerchiefeconomicadvisor
tothegovernmentofIndiaandFelmanis

formerIMFResidentRepresentativetoIndia

RESPECT ROBBED
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Workers’
choice’ (IE, May 8). The lockdown had
already taken away from themigrants
their work, food and shelter. The con-
troversies associatedwith their return
homerobbedthemoftheirdignitytoo.
Ourattitudetowardsmigrantsneedsto
changefromoneofcontroltothatofre-
spect. The migrants had been left to
fend for themselves for all these days.
Their mistrust of the state is under-
standable.

MAbdullahGhazali,Patna

HALF-TRUTH
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘A thou-
sandwords’ (IE,May7). As far as J&K is
concerned, the truth toldbythesepho-
tojournalistsispartialatbest.Therestof
itlieswiththosewhodiefightingterror-
ists leavingbehindteary-eyedchildren,
grievingwidowsandparents.

SKPrabhakar,Gurugram

DIFFERENT GOALS
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial, ‘Aturning
point’(IE,May8).Theeditorial’sdefini-
tionof a turningpoint is in thecontext
ofushering inpeace in J&K.For theBJP,
anysituationwhichhelpsit inrealising
its political agenda is a turning point.
Untilthesetwodifferentturningpoints
converge foranationalcause,Kashmir
imbrogliocannotbewishedaway.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur.

BHOPAL REDUX?
THISREFERSTOthe report, ‘10dead in
gasleakatVizagLGfactory’(IE,May8).
Anothergasleak—ourmindsgobackto
the Bhopal gas leak from the Union
CarbideplantinMadhyaPradesh.Lakhs
ofpeoplewereexposedto thisgasand
the leak claimed thousands of lives.
Apparently,theLGPolymersIndiaplant
inVizaghasfaultedonsafetystandards.
The company had even told the state
governmentthat theydidnothaveen-
vironmental clearance for a period of
around 12 years.What action did the
government take? Apparently, none.
Andtheresult is there forall to see.

MelvilleXD’Souza,Mumbai
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Besides speed, SNAP would
have one further major
advantage: It would reduce
the adversarial nature of the
IBC process, arising because
promoters are forced to cede
their firms. Under the
proposed system, promoters
would not only have
incentives to cooperate; they
would actually want to take
the initiative, applying for
LAE designation themselves,
in the hopes that they could
get back to business as soon
as possible. Such a system
might seem difficult to
envisage, but it is certainly
feasible: It is a design feature
under Chapter 11 of the
American bankruptcy act.

IN THESE gloomy times, looking for any
good news is difficult. But, we can take
some satisfaction in the fact that India
seemstohavecontainedthemortalityrate
fromCOVID-19infectionsataround3.3per
cent.Thisismuchlowerthantheglobalav-
erage of about 7 per cent, and lower than
thatof countries like theUS (5.8per cent),
Spain (11.6 per cent), Italy (13.7 per cent),
the UK (15.4 per cent), France (14.7 per
cent)andevenGermany(4.1percent).But,
India is certainlynot out of thewoodsyet.
Therealtestwillcomewhenthelockdown
is lifted.
Next to saving lives is the necessity of

having food to survive. On the food front
too,Indiahasdonereasonablywell.Despite
initialdisruptionsinsupplylines, Indiahas
somehowmanagedtofeedits largepopu-
lation of 1.37 billion. There have been no
large-scale food riots andnomajor flaring
up of food prices for consumers. In fact, if
there is any complaint, it is from the pro-
ducer’s side that the prices of perishables
have collapsed in someparts of the coun-
try.But,fromtheconsumer’spointofview,
even for perishables likemilk andvegeta-
bles,supplylineswerequicklyrestoredand
foodiseasilyavailableinthemarketsatrea-
sonableprices.Onkeepingsupplylinesfor
essential food alive and running, those in
thegovernmentmanaging the food logis-
tics surelydeserve tobecomplimented.
Statesmust also be lauded for having

done a remarkable job of procuring the
main rabi crop, wheat. A seamless proce-
dureof issuingtokens to farmers,opening
several thousand additional procurement
centres for wheat, even in ricemill com-
pounds, and putting in place the logistics
toprocureandmove it tostates that facea
deficit is commendable.Within the first
three weeks of the wheat procurement
season (by May 7), 21.6 million metric
tonnes(MMT)ofwheathadbeenprocured
withPunjab leading thewayat10.4MMT,
followed by Haryana at 5.1 MMT, and
Madhya Pradesh at 4.8MMT. These three
stateshavedoneagreatjobtoensurefarm-
ers get theminimumsupport price (MSP)
of Rs 1,925/quintal. ButUttar Pradesh, the
largest producer ofwheat, andBihar have
languished.Theirwheatfarmers,especially
fromeasternUPonwardstoBihar,areget-
tingpricesthatareaslowasRs1,700/quin-
tal toRs1,850/quintal.Nevertheless, since
thefarmersofthelargestrabicrophavegot
reasonablemoneyintheirpockets,theyare
doingbrisk buyingof inputs for the kharif
crop,fromseedstofertilisers.Andsincethe
IndiaMeteorologicalDepartmenthasfore-
castedanormalmonsoon,wehopeIndia’s
food situationwill remain quite comfort-
able inFY2020-21.
Interestingly, agriculture still engages

India’slargestworkforce.Anditmaybethe
only sector that registers a respectable
growth this year as almost all othermajor
sectorsmay plummet into negative terri-
tory.Thiswillhelpabsorb theshockof the
coronavirusonextremepoverty andmal-
nutrition (more on this inmynext piece).
Sufficeittosaythatweneedtobuildonthe
successandresilienceofagriculture.Itcries
out for reformsthatcanhelp farmersgeta
better price for their produce with con-
sumers still paying a reasonable price for
theirfood.Thiscallsforlargescalereforms
in agri-marketing aswell as in the public
distributionsystem(PDS).WhiletheAPMC
markets can keep doing their business as
usual, it is timetoopenchannels fordirect
buying from farmers/farmerproducer or-
ganisations (FPOs). Any registered large
buyer, be it processors or retail groups or
exportersmust be encouraged by provid-
ingthemwithalicense,thatisvalidallover
India. They should be exempted fromany
marketfeeandothercessesastheywillnot
be using the services of theAPMCmarket
yards. E-NAM can flourish if grading and
disputesettlementmechanismsareputin
place. Privatemandiswithmodern infra-
structureneedtobepromotedincompeti-
tion with APMCs. On the PDS front, we
need tomove towards cash transfers that
can bewithdrawn from anywhere in the
country.
Here isanopportunityknockingat the

primeminister’sdoor.Hecangetthesere-
forms expedited, at least in the BJP-run
states. Some initiative has already been
taken by the Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister and even Uttar Pradesh is now
moving along these lines. Butmuchmore
can be done to put India’s agri-marketing
andPDSsystemonamoreefficientpath.
ThereisoneareawhereIndiahasfailed

miserablywhilehandlingthelockdown—
addressing the problems of migrant
labourers. The firstmistakewas imposing
a lockdown from themidnight of March
24th,without any advancewarning. Next
day, hundreds of thousands migrant
labourersthrongedtherailwaystationsand
theinter-statebusterminusonlytobedis-
appointed as all means of transportation
hadcometoagrindinghalt.ThankGodthat
itdidnotresultinlarge-scaleriots.Thepoor
workers startedwalking on foot for thou-
sands of kilometres. They did not receive
theattentionandcareeither fromourpo-
litical class or from the administration of
the concerned state government and the
Centre. This is a blot not only on the gov-
ernment’smishandling of the corona cri-
sis, but also on every citizen of Indiawho
caresforthewell-beingof itspeople. Itwas
so painful and shameful to watch even
pregnantwomenwalkingfordaystogether
toreachtheirvillages.Theysurelydeserved
muchbetter treatment.
Finally,thetimeforimmediatereliefhas

almost run out. The recovery of the econ-
omy,whetheritwillbeV-shapeorJ-shape,
depends upon the package that the gov-
ernment announces. Themega reforms
need to be built in this recovery package.
This is a test of the government’swisdom
andboldness. Timiditywillnothelp.

Gulati is InfosysChairProfessor for
Agricultureat ICRIER

Recovery that
includes reform
There isanopportunity toput

India’sagri-marketingandPDSsystem
onamoreefficientpath

CR Sasikumar

Plotting the revival
Exceptionalsituationcallsforcreativesolutions—newsetofproceduresthatutilisemuchofexistingIBC

framework,reformedIBC,badbanksforstressedassetsinpowerandrealestatesectors

Arvind Subramanian
and Josh Felman

TheinfodemiconsocialmediaaroundCovidcallsforamulti-prongedapproach

TILLAfewmonthsago,whenpeoplethought
abouthowtomake theworld abetter place,
they thought about curing diseases like
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis andmalaria, through
accesstomedicinesandpublichealthinterve-
ntions.Today,adiseasefromanewpathogen,
COVID-19, has challengedhumanity’s ability
to intervene andmanage the crisis it has ca-
used. But, nations are fightingmore than the
virus. They are alsoupagainst the contagion
ofmisinformation,which is spreadingpanic,
anxietyandinaccurateperceptionsof risk.
Giventhenoveltyof thevirus,a lackof in-

formation and its tremendous impact on
health, there is awidespreadappetite for in-
formationonCOVID-19.Withvarioussources
(bothinstitutionalandindividual)attempting
tofilltheinformationgaps,weoftenattendto
contradictory informationcirculatingonvar-
ioussocialmediaplatforms.Theoutbreakre-
quires theglobal community toadopta two-
prongedapproachtotacklebothinformation
overloadandmisinformationaboutthevirus.
Misinformation is informationnot based

onfactsthatisinadvertentlysenttoinfluence
public opinionorobscure the truth. Its perils
arefar-reachingandcarryseriousimplications.
Recently,misinformationonvideoblogsand
socialmediapostspurportedlyabout special

trainsbeingmadeoperational for takingmi-
grant labourers homeamidst the lockdown
wentviral,resultinginapublichealthscare.
Inarecentarticle,MichelleWilliams,Dean

oftheHarvardTHChanSchoolofPublicHealth
andKViswanath,professorattheHarvardTH
ChanSchoolofPublicHealth,discussfiveways
ofcombatingmisinformation:Educatingone-
self aboutCOVID-19tobeabletodismissany
untrueinformation;pausingandverifyingbe-
fore sharing or forwarding by tracing the
source;maintainingahealthydoseof“scepti-
cism”bynotspreading/forwardingmessages
thatprovokefearandintolerance;acceptinga
level of prevailinguncertainty as researchers
arestilllearningmoreaboutthevirusandavoid
fillingthegapwithmisinformationandtostay
informedby checking credible and reliable
sourcesof information.
Thisevidence-basedadviceisparticularly

relevant to, Indiawhere socialmedia use is
widelyprevalent. Socialmedia is a powerful
tool that has the reach to influencepeople’s
opinionsandactions.Attheoutsetofthepan-
demic,videosof impostersclaimingtobees-
tablished health experts started circulating
oversocialmedia.Videosonvarioustheories,
oftenincorrect,ontheoriginofthevirus,false
ideas onprotecting oneself by consuming a

high dose of chloroquinemedication, and
videosdemonisingaparticularcommunityfor
thespreadof thevirushavealsogoneviral.
Several entities are trying to counter the

misinformation. The government has taken
measurestocurbthemenaceonsocialmedia
byuploading information to countermyths
and frequently askedquestions onwebsites
such asmygov.in and those of ICMRand the
Ministry of Health and FamilyWelfare. The
Department of Telecommunicationshas or-
deredalltelecomfirmstosupersederingtones
withaninformativeaudiocliponcoronavirus
as apre-call announcement. To tacklemisin-
formation, “MyGovCoronaHelpdesk” anda
WhatsAppchatbothavealsobeen launched.
Theprivate sector is also supporting thegov-
ernment’seffortstocurtail thespreadofmis-
information. For example,WhatsApp tight-
ened its message forwarding limits and
security settings in response to the influx of
COVID-19relatedmisinformationcirculation.
Despiteintensiveefforts,thereisaneedto

domuchmore. Verifying genuine accounts,
boostingthevisibilityofcrediblesourcesofin-
formationandenhancingresearchfundingfor
tacklingmisinformationcouldbestepsinthis
direction.Socialmediagiantsmustimplement
robustin-housemechanismstoaddressmis-

information.Researchersmustbeprovidedac-
cess todata controlledby socialmedia com-
paniesforanalysingtheeffectofmisinforma-
tionandgeneratingthetoolstoencounterit.
In an “infodemic” crisis, we advocate a

“cocktailapproach”totacklethespreadofmis-
information,where systemic initiativeshave
tobe leveragedwith individual efforts. At an
individual level, as advised byHarvard TH
ChanSchoolofPublicHealth’sIndiaResearch
Center’sdashboardoncoronavirus,the“THINK
twice”mantra is a guide. Ask yourself these
questions before forwardingmessages: Is it
truthful;howdoesithelp;doesit inspire; is it
necessaryandisitkind.
There is also a need tomobilise amove-

mentwhichofferscivilsocietyanopportunity
to come together actively in community-led
actions. These could includebuilding aware-
nesscampaigns,andcommittingthemselves
towardsacommongoalof fightingmisinfor-
mation.Theneedof thehour is toprotect the
resilienceofourinformationsystemsbycurb-
ingmisinformation.

KantisprojectmanagerandGolecha,project
coordinatorattheHarvardTHChanSchoolof
PublicHealth—IndiaResearchCenter.Views

arepersonal

Misinformation goes viral
AasthaKant andRiaGolecha
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GERMANY

Protestsover
restrictions,
dozensarrested
Berlin:Police in Germany
said dozens of people
weredetainedatprotests
against thepandemic re-
strictions after some ral-
lies turned violent on
Saturday. Berlin police
said 86 people were de-
tained after bottleswere
thrownatofficersduring
ademonstration.Despite
the gradual easing of
Germany's pandemic re-
strictionsinrecentweeks,
protests against them
haveswelled,bringingto-
getherfar-rightgroups,C-
listcelebritiesandpeople
who believe the virus is
harmless or part of a
global conspiracy. AP

Policeataprotest in
Berlin.AP/PTI

PANDEMIC
WATCH

MALAYSIA

Restrictions
extendedfor4
weeks
KualaLumpur:Movement
restrictionsinMalaysiaare
to be extended by four
weeksuntilJune9despite
a sharpdrop in infections
in the country. Prime
Minister Muhyiddin
Yassinsaidrestrictionsdue
to end on Tuesdaymust
continuetopreventinfec-
tionsfromflaringupinthe
absence of a vaccine. The
government had already
letmostbusinessesreopen
withstrictconditionsfrom
May 4 to help revive its
economy. Butmass gath-
eringsremainbarredwith
schools,cinemasandwor-
ship houses staying shut,
while group sports are
prohibited and interstate
travelbanned.AP

SINGAPORE

Viruscasesrise
to23,336,
20deaths
Singapore: Singapore on
Sundayreported876new
coronavirus cases,mostly
amongforeignworkersre-
sidingindormitories, tak-
ing the total infections to
23,336with20deaths so
far, the health ministry
said. Vastmajority of the
newcasesareworkpermit
holdersresidinginforeign
workerdormitorieswhile
only three of the infected
cases are Singapore citi-
zens or permanent resi-
dents (foreigners).
Singapore ismore than a
month into its “circuit
breaker”periodtocurbthe
spreadof thevirus. PTI

YEWLUNTIAN
BEIJING,MAY10

CHINAHAS issueda lengthy re-
buttal of what it said were 24
“preposterous allegations” by
someleadingUSpoliticiansover
its handling of the new coron-
avirusoutbreak.
TheChineseforeignministry

has dedicatedmost of its press
briefings over the past week to
rejecting accusations by US
politicians, especially Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo, that
Chinahadwithheldinformation
about the new coronavirus and
that it had originated in a labo-
ratory in thecityofWuhan.
A30-page,11,000-wordarti-

clepostedontheministryweb-
site on Saturday night repeated
andexpandedontherefutations
madeduringthepressbriefings,
and began by invoking former
USpresidentAbrahamLincoln.
“AsLincolnsaid,youcanfool

some of the people all the time
and fool all the people some of
the time, butyoucannot fool all
thepeopleall the time,” it said.
The article also citedmedia

reportsthatsaidAmericanshad
beeninfectedwiththevirusbe-
forethefirstcasewasconfirmed
inWuhan. There is no evidence
tosuggest that is thecase.
Keen to quash US sugges-

tions that theviruswasdeliber-
ately created or somehow
leakedfromtheWuhanInstitute
of Virology, the article said that
all evidence shows the virus is
notman-made and that the in-
stitute is not capable of synthe-
sisinganewcoronavirus.
The article also provided a

timeline of howChina had pro-
vided information to the inter-
national community in a

“timely”,“openandtransparent”
manner to rebuke US sugges-
tions that it had been slow to
soundthealarm.
DespiteChina’s repeatedas-

surances, concerns about the
timeliness of its information
havepersistedinsomequarters.
AreportbyDerSpiegelmaga-

zine last Friday citedGermany’s
BND spy agency as saying that
China’s initial attempt to hold
back information had cost the
worldfourtosixweeksthatcould
havebeenusedtofightthevirus.
Thearticle rejectedWestern

criticismofBeijing’shandlingof
the case of Li Wenliang, a 34-
year-olddoctorwhohadtriedto
raisethealarmovertheoutbreak
of the new virus inWuhan. His
deathfromCOVID-19prompted
an outpouring of rage and grief
acrossChina. REUTERS

PeopleatShanghai'sDisneyResortonSunday,adaybeforetheparkreopens.Reuters

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BERLIN,MAY10

CHINA AND South Korea re-
ported new spikes Sunday in
coronavirus cases, setting off
fresh concerns in countries
where outbreaks had been in
dramatic decline, and new
protests against pandemic re-
strictions erupted in Germany
despitetheeasingofmanylock-
downs inEurope.
Worldwide, health officials

are anxiously watching to see
just howmuch infection rates
rise ina secondwaveasnations
andstatesemerge fromvarying
degreesof lockdown.
Chinareported14newcases

on Sunday, its first double-digit
rise in 10 days. Eleven of 12 do-
mestic infections were in the
northeastern province of Jilin,
which prompted authorities to
raisethethreatlevel inoneof its
counties,Shulan,tohighrisk,just
days after downgrading all re-
gions to lowrisk.
Authorities said the Shulan

outbreak originatedwith a 45-
year-oldwomanwhohadnore-
cent travel or exposure history
butspreadittoherhusband,her
three sisters and other family
members. Train services in the
countywerebeingsuspended.
“Epidemic control and pre-

vention isa seriousandcompli-
catedmatter, and local authori-
ties should never be overly

optimistic, war-weary or off-
guard,”saidtheJilinCommunist
Party secretary,BayinChaolu.
Jilinalsosharesaborderwith

NorthKorea,whichinsists ithas
no virus cases,much to the dis-
beliefof internationalhealthau-
thorities.
South Korea reported 34

more cases as new infections
linkedtonightclub-goersthreat-
ens the country's hard-won
gainsagainstthevirus.Itwasthe
firsttimethatSouthKorea'sdaily
infections were above 30 in
aboutamonth.PresidentMoon
Jae-insaidcitizensmustneither
panic nor let down their guard,
butwarnedthat“thedamageto
our economy is indeed colossal
aswell”

Cases spike in China, S Korea

75 YEARS OF VICTORY OVER NAZIS
■Fireworksexplodeover
MoscowStateUniversity
duringthecelebrationof
the75thanniversaryof the
Nazidefeat inWorldWar II
onSaturday.

■RussiamarkedVictory
Day, theanniversaryof the
victoryoverGermanyinthe
war, inaceremonyshornof
itsusualmilitaryparadeand
pompduetocoronavirus.

■FiguresreleasedSunday
recorded11,012newcases in
Russia, thehighestone-day
tally, fora totalofnearly
210,000casesand1,915
reporteddeaths. AP/PTI

HOSTILITY TOWARD FOREIGNERS IS GROWING LOUDER. SO ARE QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW TO REPLACE MIGRANTS WITH CITIZENS

THENEWYORKTIMES
BEIRUT,MAY10

THE KUWAITI talk show pan-
elists were holding forth on an
issue that the coronavirus has
pushed to the forefront of na-
tionaldebate:whethertheirtiny,
oil-richmonarchyshouldrelyas
heavily as it does on foreign
labourers, who have suffered
mostof the country’s infections
andbornemuchofthecostof its
lockdown.
IntheMiddleEast’swealthi-

est societies, themachinery of
daily life depends on migrant
labourers fromAsia, Africa and
poorerArabcountries—millions
of “tea boys”, housemaids, doc-
tors, constructionworkers, de-
liverymen, chefs, garbagemen,

guards, hairdressers, hoteliers
andmore, who often outnum-
ber thenativepopulation.
They support families back

homebydoing the jobs citizens
cannotorwillnottake.Butasoil
revenues plummet, migrant
labour camps become coron-
avirushotspotsandcitizensde-
mand that their governments
protectthemfirst,thepandemic
has prompted a reckoningwith
thestatusquo.
Hostilitytowardforeignersis

growinglouder.Soarequestions
about how to replacemigrants
with citizens and calls for re-
forming theway foreign labour
is importedandtreated.
“The two things that Gulf

countries depend on themost,
oil prices and foreign workers,
these two have been hard hit

with the coronavirus,” said
EmanAlhussein, a fellow at the
Arab Gulf States Institute in
Washington. “The coronavirus
has unleashed all these issues
that have been put on the back
burner fora long time.”
Formany of the Arab states’

foreignworkers,whosentmore
than $124 billion to their home
countries in 2017, the coron-
avirus’s fallout is bleakly
straightforward.
Tens of thousands have lost

their jobs during government-
ordered lockdowns, leaving
them to ration dwindling food
supplies while their families
struggle without their remit-
tances.Othershavefallensickas
the coronavirus tears through
their meager, crowded dormi-
tory-stylehousing.

“There are no people, no
work,” saidMuhammad, 39, a
taxidriverinDubaiwhohashad
to stop sending money to his

familyinDhaka,Bangladesh.“In
threemonths, if it’s the sameas
this, I’ll gohome.”
Globally,theWorldBankesti-

matesthatremittanceswillfallby
about a fifth this year, from$714
billionlastyearto$572billion.
With oil prices slashed and

tourism gone, host countries in
theGulf,whichaccountformore
than a tenth of theworld’s mi-
grants,may have to revise their
relationshipwithforeignlabour.
“Before, therewasenough to

go around,” said KarenYoung, a
Gulf specialist at the American
EnterpriseInstituteintheUS.“But
nowstatesareworkingwithhalf
of what they had threemonths
ago, and the cuts are coming.
There’llbemorediscussionabout
whatthestateprovidestocitizens
andnoncitizens.”
Even fantastically rich Qatar

and the UAE, where legions of
foreignersservetinylocalpopu-
lations and build government

megadreams likeQatar’sWorld
Cup stadiums, are likely to shed
hospitality and construction
workers as tourism evaporates
anddevelopment slows.
Analysts said Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman’s lofty
plans for diversifying Saudi
Arabia’s economywith tourism
and flashy concerts will shrink,
with the Saudi financeminister
warning last week of “painful”
spendingcuts.
Roughlytwo-thirdsofallGulf

nationalsworkfortheirgovern-
ments, despite state efforts to
pushthemintotheprivatesector
by offering companies perks to
hire locally and charging expa-
triatesextra taxes.
Saudis alreadycheck inhotel

guests, sell perfume at Riyadh
malls andwelcome restaurant

diners, occupations foreigners
dominatedafewyearsago.There
andinOman,localtaxidriversare
now common. The coronavirus
couldacceleratethosetrends.
Still, analysts doubted locals

wouldtakelow-paid,low-status
worksuchashousecleaning.
“Saudis won’t want to take

jobs they perceive as being be-
low their qualifications,” said
Yasmine Farouk, aMiddle East
fellow at the Carnegie
Endowment for International
Peace, noting that many busi-
nessesstillprefertohireforeign-
ers, seeing themascheaperand
more productive, with fewer
labour rights.
Whatever its long-term im-

pact, the coronavirus has spot-
lighted the lopsidedway their
societieswork.

Migrantworkersataconstructionsite inQatar.Reuters file

Virus forces Gulf states to reckon with migrant labour

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD,MAY10

PAKISTANONSundaysaid itwill
usetechnologytoidentifycoron-
avirushotspotstoenforcea“smart
lockdown” as the country re-
porteda recordnumberof 2,870
coronavirus cases ina singleday,
taking the total numberof infec-
tions toover30,330amideasing

of themonth-longlockdown.
Addressingamediabriefing,

Planning Minister Asad Umar
saidtherestrictionswererelaxed
as the ongoing lockdownwas
having a devastating effect on
the low-income class, but
warned that it “does notmean
thatallpreventivemeasureswill
be lifted”.
He said technology will be

used to collect data to identify

COVID-19 hotspots and impose
“smart lockdown”.
Umar said data collection is

on and all hospitals across the
countrywould be asked to pro-
vide data to create aweb portal
so that real time information of
thecoronaviruscouldbeconsol-
idated inoneplace.
Urging people to continue

takingpreventivemeasuresasit
was “more importantnowthan

ever”, Umar said it was the re-
sponsibility of every citizen to
follow precautions to help con-
tain thevirus spread.
Despiteasurgeinthenumber

ofinfections,thefirstphaseofthe
easingofthelockdowninPakistan
beganon Saturday. The govern-
ment announced removing re-
strictionsbyallowingmorebusi-
nesses toopenandoperate from
dawnto5pm.

However, doctors have
warned against easing restric-
tions. TheRepresentative of the
PakistanMedicalAssociationde-
manded the government ob-
serveWorldHealthOrganization
protocolsandimplementastrict
lockdown.
Twenty-one deaths due to

coronavirushavebeenreported
in the last 24 hours, taking the
numberof fatalities to639. PTI

Pak to use technology to identify corona hotspots, cases cross 30,000

LISAMASCARO
WASHINGTON,MAY10

ASUS President Donald Trump
triestomoveonfromthecoron-
avirus,theCongressisrushingto
fill the void and prepare the
countryforthelongfightahead.
Joltedby the lackof compre-

hensivefederalplanningasstates
begin to reopen, lawmakers of
both the Republican and
Democrat parties, from the sen-
ior-most senators to the newest
Housemember,arejumpinginto
developpolicies andunleash re-
sourcestopreventasecondwave.
IntheHouseandSenate,law-

makers are pushing sweeping
proposals for a national virus
testing strategy. One seasoned
Republican wants a war-like
publichealthfund.ANewJersey
freshmanlaunchedneighboring
colleaguesonaregionalbiparti-
san task force to help guide
Northeasternstatesbacktowork.
Thelegislativebranchisstep-

pingup in theabsenceof a con-
sistent,convincingWhiteHouse
strategy,inmuchthewaygover-
nors have been forced to go it
alone during the nation’s pan-
demic response.
Unlike the aftermath of the

September11,2001attacks,when
PresidentGeorgeWBush called
on Congress to create a
Department of Homeland
Security, or during the Great
Depression, when President
FranklinDRoosevelt led thena-
tiontotheNewDeal,Trumpisnot
seekingalegacy-definingaccom-
plishmentinthenationalcrisis.
Instead,Trumphasturnedthe

life-and-deathdecision-making
awayfromthefederalgovernment
and onto the states for the next
phaseof theresponse.TheWhite
Housecoronavirus task forcehas
abandoneddailybriefings.
“When the nation is in the

middleof themajor,historiccri-
sis, the norm is that both
branches focus on the issue,”
said Julian E Zelizer, a Princeton
professor of history and public
policy. “It’s not normal for the
president to justmoveon.”
The administration issued

guidelinesforreopeningstateand
local economies, but shelved a
more detailed 17-page report
fromtheexpertsattheCentersfor
DiseaseControlandPrevention.
New projections say the

deathtollcouldessentiallydou-
blethissummer,from70,000as
of Friday to 134,000 by early
August, as states loosen stay-
home restrictions, according to
amodel from the University of
Washington.
AndySlavitt, a former federal

health official, told the House
EnergyandCommerceCommit-
teeonFriday,“There’sneverbeen
a greater timewhenAmericans
needthesupportofCongressand
theirstateandlocal leaders.”
Whilemanyoftheproposals

comingfromCongressarebipar-
tisan, pushback is strong from
somecorners.
Conservative Republicans in

particular resist a robust federal
governmentintervention,prefer-
ring a state-by-state approach.
Much theway governors have
formed compacts with neigh-
bouring states, lawmakers often
agree there’s no one-size-fits-all
approachdespitetheneedforro-
bust federal role to ensure equi-
tableoutcomesforAmericans.AP

US PresidentDonaldTrump

Washington: Former US
President Barack Obama
harshly criticised President
Donald Trump’s handling of
thecoronaviruspandemicas
an“absolutechaoticdisaster”
during a conversationwith
ex-membersofhisadminis-
tration,accordingtoarecord-
ingobtainedbyYahooNews.
Obama’s comments

came during a Friday call
with 3,000members of the
ObamaAlumniAssociation,
peoplewhoservedinhisad-
ministration. Obama urged
his supporters to back his
former vice president, Joe
Biden, who is trying to un-
seatTrumpintheNovember
3election.
“Itwouldhavebeenbad

even with the best of gov-
ernments. Ithasbeenanab-
solutechaoticdisasterwhen
thatmindset - of ‘what’s in
it forme’ and ‘to heckwith
everybodyelse’—whenthat
mindset is operationalised
inourgovernment,”hesaid.
Trump has consistently

defendedandboastedof his
responsetothevirus. AP

‘CHAOTICDISASTER’:
OBAMAONTRUMP
HANDLING PANDEMIC

NewDelhi:TheWorldHealth
Organization on Sunday de-
nied a report byDer Spiegel
claiming Chinese President
Xi Jinping, during a phone
call inJanuary,hadaskedthe
agency’s chief Tedros Adha-
nomGhebreyesus to “delay
a globalwarning” regarding
thecoronavirusoutbreak.
Inastatement,WHOsaid,

“Dr Tedros and President Xi
did not speak on 21 January
and they have never spoken
by telephone. Such inaccu-
rate reports distract and de-
tract fromWHO’s and the
world’s efforts to end the
COVID-19pandemic.” ENS

China refutes 24 ‘lies’ by US

KYLIEMACLELLAN
LONDON,MAY10

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
JohnsonurgedpeopleonSunday
to “stay alert” to coronavirus
risks, as he prepared to outline
plans for gradually easing lock-
downmeasures thathaveshut-
teredmuch of the economy for
nearly sevenweeks.
Thegovernment’sdecisionto

replaceitsflagship“stayathome”
slogandrewcriticismfromoppo-
sition parties who argued that
“stayalert” is tooambiguous.
“Everyone has a role to play

inhelpingtocontrolthevirusby
staying alert and following the
rules. This is howwe can con-
tinue to save lives aswe start to
recover from coronavirus,”
Johnson tweeted.
Johnsonwas due tomake a

televisedaddresslateonSunday.
HousingministerRobertJenrick
told BBC TV Johnsonwould not
announce a “grand reopening”
butwouldsetoutaroadmapfor
the“weeksandmonthsahead”.
Johnsonisscheduledtodetail

asystemrangingfrom“green”at
level1to“red”atlevel5thatwill
allow the government to flag
coronavirus risks in different
parts of Englandand to increase
restrictionswherenecessary.
The government wants the

United Kingdom's other con-
stituent nations — Wales,
ScotlandandNorthernIreland—
tofollowthesamestepsbutthey
have the power to diverge in
theirmeasures. REUTERS

1TheFrenchhealthministrysaid70
peoplediedofCOVID-19
onSunday,as the
countrypreparedto
emerge fromlockdown
onMonday.

2Deaths fromthevirus in Italy roseby
165onSunday,against
194thedaybefore, as
thedaily tallyofnew
cases fell to802from
1,083onSaturday,
authoritiessaid.

3Spain’shealthminister reported
143newfatalities from
thevirusonSunday, the
lowestdaily increase
sinceMarch19.The
totaldeathtoll forSpain
is26,621sincethestart
of theoutbreak.

As lockdown easing
starts, Johnson tells
UK to ‘Stay Alert’

ELSEWHERE IN
EUROPE

W.H.O. COUNTERS
REPORTOFXI,
TEDROSPHONECALL

As Trump pulls
back from virus,
US Congress
races to fill void
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Market Watch
FPIS INVEST `15.9K CR INMAY
New Delhi: Reversing their two-month selling streak, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs) pumped in a net Rs 15,958 crore in the
Indian capital markets in the first week of May, according to latest
depositories data. PTI

GOVTPUSHESDIGITISATION,BUTCASHUSAGEFORTRANSACTIONSSTILLRISING

SANDEEPSINGH&
GEORGEMATHEW
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI,MAY10

CURRENCY IN the hand of the
publiccontinueditssurgeforthe
fortnightendedApril24asitrose
by Rs 33,524 crore to hit a new
highof Rs24.28 lakhcrore.With
this, currencywith the public—
since the announcement of the
lockdown—has gone up by Rs
82,972crore.Theriseincurrency
withthepubliccomesdespiteap-
pealsbythegovernmentandthe
RBI to use digital payment tools
amidstthecoronavirusoutbreak.
With this, currencywith the

publichasnowincreasedby15.9
percenttoRs3.32lakhcrorefrom
April2019.Simultaneously,banks
have parked close to Rs 8.5 lakh
crorewith the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) at 3.75 per cent (re-
versereporate)andbankcreditto

the commercial sector declined
byRs 1,19,597 crore toRs 109.19
lakhcroreinMarchandApril, in-
dicating the unwillingness of
bankstolend.
Infact,thecurrencyincircula-

tionhasbeenrisingsharplysince

thebeginningofMarchwhenthe
virusstartedspreadingacrossthe
United States and Europe, and
freshcaseswerealso reported in
India. RBI data shows that since
February 28, currencywith the
publichasjumpedbyRs1.69lakh
crore—oranaverage fortnightly
increaseofRs42,263crore.
By comparison, in the 12-

monthperiodbetweenMarch1,
2019andFebruary28,2020,cur-
rencywiththepublichadrisenby
Rs2.28 lakh crore, or an average
fortnightly increase of Rs 8,435
crore. Bankers say thatwhile the
announcement of the lockdown
pushedthenationtowardsamore
cash-driven economy, subse-
quentextensionstothelockdown
andfreshriseincoronaviruscases
will increasepeople’srelianceon
cashandthismayfurthergoup.
A banking insider said that

people have beenwithdrawing
more andmore cash and as the

dependency onneighbourhood
grocerystoreshasgoneup,sohas
therequirementofcash.He,how-
ever, added that the pace of in-
creasemaygodown.“Ase-com-
merce platforms too have been
allowedtodeliveressentialitems,
the pace of increase in currency
withpublicwillgodownoverthe
comingweeks,”hesaid.
Infact, thelatestdatashowsa

decline in thepace.While in the
fortnightendedApril10,currency
withthepublicrosebyRs49,448
crore,inthefortnightendedApril
24, itrosebyRs33,524crore.
AccordingtotheRBI,currency

with thepublic is arrivedat after
deducting cashwithbanks from
total currency in circulation.
Currency in circulation refers to
the cash or currency within a
countrythat isphysicallyusedto
conduct transactions between
consumersandbusinesses.
Accordingtobankingexperts,

theriseincashwiththepublicin-
dicatesmore usage of cash for
transactionalpurposes.Thismay
have also promptedmorewith-
drawals at ATMs to support the
samelevelofcurrencydemand.
TheRBIhasbeenpushing for

digital payments since the an-
nouncement of the lockdown,
with RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Dasevencomingonsocialmedia
and TV channelswith the cam-
paignof“Paydigital,staysafe”.
Itisimportanttonotethatjust

before the Rs 500 and Rs 1,000
noteswerewithdrawn fromthe
system inNovember 2016, cur-
rencywith thepublic stoodatRs
17.9lakhcrore.Cashinthesystem
has been steadily rising even
though the government and the
ReserveBankhavebeenpushing
for a “less cash society”, digitisa-
tionofpaymentsandslappedre-
strictions on the use of cash on
varioustransactions.

BRIEFLY
RILsetsMay14
asrecorddate
forrightsissue
NewDelhi:RelianceIndustr-
iesLtd(RIL)hasfixedMay14
astherecorddatefordeter-
miningshareholderseligible
to apply for India’s biggest
rights issue of Rs 53,125
crore.RILhadonApril30an-
nounced fund raising of Rs
53,125crorebywayofa1:15
rightsissue,thefirstsuchis-
suebyit innearly30years.

‘FMtomeet
PSUbank
chiefstoday’
NewDelhi:FinanceMinister
Nirmala Sitharaman will
holdareviewmeetingwith
CEOsofpublicsectorbanks
(PSBs)onMondaytodiscuss
issuessuchascreditofftake,
aspart of efforts topropup
theeconomyhitbyCOVID-
19. Themeeting, tobeheld
viavideo-conferencing,will
also take stock of interest
ratetransmissiontoborrow-
ersbybanksandprogresson
moratoriumonloanrepay-
ments,sourcessaid. PTI

TeslaIncsues
California
county
NewYork:TeslaInchassued
localauthoritiesinCalifornia
as it pushed to re-open its
factory there andCEOElon
Musk threatened tomove
Tesla’sheadquartersandfu-
ture programs to Texas or
Nevada.Muskhasbeenpus-
hingtore-openTesla’sFrem-
ont, California, factory after
Alameda County’s health
departmentsaidTeslamust
not reopen as local lock-
downmeasurestocurbthe
spreadofthecoronavirusre-
mainineffect.REUTERS

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,MAY10

THERESERVEBankof India(RBI)
bought40.45tonnesofgoldinfi-
nancialyear2019-20,takingitsto-
talholdingsoftheyellowmetalto
653.01tonnes.TheRBI’stotalgold
reserveswere 612.56 tonnes in
theprecedingfiscalendedMarch
2019.With the additionofmore
stocks, thevalueof gold reserves
rose to $30.57billion (aroundRs
2,32,000 crore) byMarch 2020
from$23.07billioninMarch2019.
Asmuchas 360.71 tonnes of

goldwasheldoverseasinsafecus-
todywiththeBankofEnglandand
theBankfor InternationalSettle-
ments,while the remaininggold
is helddomestically, theRBI said
in its ‘Report onManagementof
Foreign Exchange Reserves’. In
value terms (USD), the share of
goldinthetotalforeignexchange
reservesrosefromabout5.59per
cent as of March 2019 to about
6.40percentbyMarch2020.
Gainsorlossesonvaluationof

foreign currency assets andgold
due to movements in the ex-
changeratesand/orpriceof gold
arebookedunderabalancesheet
head named the Currency and
GoldRevaluationAccount(CGRA).
The balances in CGRAprovide a
bufferagainstexchangerate/gold
pricefluctuations.
During the half-year period

under review, reserves followed
anincreasingtrendfrom$445.11
billion as of October 2019 to
$481.26billionbyFebruary2020.

Thereafter, reservesdecreasedto
$477.81billionasofMarch2020,
theRBIreportsaid.
Outofthereserves,$263.4bil-

lion is invested in securities
abroad and $147.5 billion is de-
positedinothercentralbanks.The
RBIhas themandate to investup
to$5billioninbondsissuedbythe
India Infrastructure Finance
Company (UK) Ltd. As ofMarch
2020,theamountinvestedinsuch
bondsstoodat$1.86billion.
According to theWorldGold

Council (WGC), central banks of
UAE(7tonnes),India(6.8tonnes),
Kazakhstan (2.8 tonnes) and
Uzbekistan(2.2tonnes)increased
their official gold reserves in the
January-Marchperiod.Whilecen-
tral bankers around the globe
were focused on themeasures
needed to contain the economic
impactofCOVID-19,theneedfor
robust, liquid anddiversified in-
ternational reserveswas appar-
ent.Andpositivenetpurchasesof
gold confirm that it remains an
importantcomponentofthosere-
serves,WGCsaid.
Turkey added72.7 tonnes in

theMarchquarter, boostinggold
reserves to 485.2 tonnes, 29per
centof itstotalreserves. Itwasby
far the largest buyer during the
quarter,havingalsobeenthelead-
ingbuyer in2019,accounting for
50 per cent of the last quarter’s
globaltotal.
TheCentral Bankof Russia—

the largest gold buyer since the
endof2005,thestartofits14-year
buying streak—announced that
itwould suspend its goldbuying
programme from April 1.
Followingfourconsecutiveyears
of200-tonnesplusnetpurchases,
buying slowed to 158 tonnes in
2019 after its central bank an-
nounced itwould purchase do-
mesticproductionatadiscount.
TheCentralBankof Sri Lanka

was the largest seller in the last
quarterwithreservesdecliningby
12.9 tonnes to 6.7 tonnes.
Germany (2.3 tonnes) and
Tajikistan (2.1 tonnes)were the
othernotablesellers.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI,MAY10

INDIA’S FUEL consumption fell
almost46percent inApril asall
petroleumproducts,exceptLPG
(liquefied petroleum gas), saw
massivedemanderosionfollow-
ing the nationwide lockdown
that halted economic activity
andtravel.
The demand, which showed

signsofpickupinthelast10days
ofAprilafterthegovernmental-
lowed resumption of economic
activity beyond the urbanmu-
nicipal limit, is likelytorebound
insecondhalfofMayasmorear-
easareopened.
India’s fuel consumption fell

45.8 per cent to 9.929 million
tonnesinApril,downfrom18.32
milliontonnesfuelconsumedin
thesamemonthayearback,ac-
cording to official data released
by thePetroleumMinistry.

India’s fuel
consumption
dips 46% in Apr

DAVIDMORGAN&
SUSANHEAVEY
WASHINGTON,MAY10

THEWHITEHousehasstartedin-
formaltalkswithRepublicansand
DemocratsinCongressaboutnext
stepsoncoronavirusrelieflegisla-
tion, officials saidonSunday, but
stressedthatanynewfederalmo-
neywouldcomewithconditions.
Treasury Secretary Steven

MnuchintoldFoxNewsSundayhe
washavingdiscussionswithlaw-
makers frombothparties toun-
derstand their concerns about
state budgets. But he said the
WhiteHouseisinnohurrytopass
anotherfiscalreliefbill.
“Let’s take the next few

weeks,”Mnuchinsaid.
Since earlyMarch, Congress

haspassedbillsallocating$3tril-
lion to combat the coronavirus
pandemic, including taxpayer
money for individuals and com-

panies toblunt aneconomic im-
pact that includesanunemploy-
mentrateto14.7percentinApril.
“We justwant tomake sure

that beforewe jumpback in and
spendanotherfewtrillionof tax-
payers’moneythatwedoitcare-
fully,”Mnuchinsaid.“We’vebeen

veryclear thatwe’renotgoingto
dothingsjusttobailoutstatesthat
werepoorlymanaged.”
US President Donald Trump

has previously threatened to
withholdmorecoronavirusrelief
fundsfromstatesthatlimitcoop-
erationwithfederalimmigration

enforcement, and advisers said
lastweek that theWhiteHouse
wouldnotconsidernewstimulus
legislationinMay.
Democrats,who control the

House, are pushing for a vote as
soon as this week on another
massive relief bill thatwould in-
cludemoremoney for state and
local governments, coronavirus
testingandtheUSPostalService.
“It’snotthatwe’renottalking.

We are. It’s just informal at this
stage,”White House economic
adviser Larry Kudlow toldABC’s
‘ThisWeek’ programmeSunday,
referring todiscussionsbetween
theWhiteHouseandCongress.
“We’re collecting ideas for

next steps,whichwill undoubt-
edlybedata-driven,”hesaid.Kud-
low saidhe tookpart in a Friday
conference callwithHouse law-
makers from both parties, and
thatheplannedtodothesameon
Mondaywithmembers of the
Senate. REUTERS

TOTALHOLDINGSOFTHEYELLOWMETALAT653.01TONNES

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,MAY10

GIVENTHEUniongovernment’s
gross tax revenues are likely to
fallwayshortof thebudgetedRs
24.23 lakh crore, states will be
badly hit as they receive far
smallerdevolutions.
Already robbed of revenues

fromlocalleviesfromautofuels,
alcohol, real estate transactions
and entertainment during the
lockdown, financesof statesare
in a precarious position. Their
own tax revenues contribute
roughly40percent to their rev-
enuereceipts.
The combined revenues —

statesandCentre—budgetedat
just over Rs 50 lakh crore for
2020-21, could fall short by
about Rs 7-8 lakh crore, econo-
mists say.
The big concern is that the

Centre’s sharp jump in net bor-

rowingsin2020-21willpressure
the bond markets, making it
even more costly for states to
mop up funds; yields which
slipped below 6 per cent on
Friday are expected to climb
back to over 6 per cent soon.
Statesareestimatedtoborrowa
net Rs 4.3 lakh crore in the cur-
rent year; a clutch of 19 states
managed to pick up Rs 32,560
crorefromthebondmarketalit-
tle less than the Rs 37,500 they
werehoping to, at an auction in

earlyApril.
Asmanyasninestatesraised

10-yearbondsatyieldsbetween
7.80 per cent and 8 per cent on
April 7, a spread of 140-160 ba-
sis points over the benchmark
yield. The spreads were wider
thanthe115-bpsattheMarch30
auctions.Keralacoughedup8.96
percent for15-yearmoney.
Reserve Bank of India’s in-

dicativeQ1FY21quotaforstates
of Rs 1.27 lakh crore is about 56
per cent more than last year’s
quota. However, they might
needtoraisealotmorewithrev-
enuesinAprilatafractionof the
usual levels. Otherwise, expen-
diture, even on essentials will
need tobeslashed.
InNovember last, a clutchof

state financeministers had al-
leged the Centre was holding
back Rs 40,000-45000 crore of
GST compensation. States own
taxrevenues,for2020-21,arees-
timatedatRs15 lakhcrore. FE

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI,MAY10

EVENAFTERthegovernmentre-
peatedmultiple times that all
goods trucks are exempt from
movement restrictions, their
movementinAprilfelldrastically
to 15 per cent of what itwas in
February. Thenumber inMarch
fell by nearly 30 per cent com-
paredtothatinFebruary.
Data of e-way bills issued—

whichismandatoryfortransport-
inggoodsworthoverRs50,000—
shows that evenafter theCentre
allowedmovement of all trucks
andgoods carriers onMarch29,
goodsmovementontheroadhas
barely beenable to bounceback
since the nationwide lockdown
wasimposedonMarch25.
GSTNetworkdatashowsthat

against 5.72 crore e-waybills is-
suedinFebruary,only86.09lakh
such bills were issued in April.
Thesenumbers includeboth in-
ter aswell as intra-state e-way
bills.InMarch,whentruckmove-
ment hadnearly come to a halt,
the total e-waybills issuedwere
nearly 4.07 crore. In the first five
daysofMay,10.46lakhbillshave
beenissued.Thismeansthatfrom
anaverageof19.7lakhe-waybills
issueddailyinFebruary,thenum-
ber slipped to 13.1 lakh daily e-
waybillsinMarch,thendrastically
to2.87lakhinApriland2.09lakh
forMaysofar.
However, it is important to

notethattheCentrehad,inMarch,
extendedthevalidityofalle-way

bills issuedbeforeMarch24,due
to the disruption caused by the
lockdown.Usually,eache-waybill
is valid for a day for a 100-km
stretchof thetruck’sjourney.
Thegovernment,inanotifica-

tionissuedonMay5,extendedall
the e-way bills issued before
March 24 tillMay 31. It had also
extended the deadline to file
GoodsandServicesTax(GST)re-
turnsforentitieswithturnoverof
overRs5croreby15daysfromthe
duedatewithoutpaymentofany
latefee, interestandpenalty.GST
returnsfortransactionsinMarch
weretobefiledbyApril20,which
wasextendedtillMay5.
Evenasalmostallgoodsmov-

ement froze after the lockdown
wasannounced,thegovernment
firstclarifiedthatmovementofes-
sentialgoodsisallowed.Through
anotherorderonMarch29, it al-
lowedmovementof all essential
aswellasnon-essentialgoods.
In a letter to the chief secre-

taries of states, Union Home
SecretaryAjayKumarBhallaclar-
ified that “transportation of all
goods,without distinctionof es-
sential and non-essential, have
beenallowed”,givingpermission

for trucks and goods carrier to
movewithinthestatesandacross
statesaswell.
However, the GSTNetwork

data shows that not onlyhas in-
tra-statemovementoftrucksand
goods carriers been severely hit,
theirmovement between states
hasbeenaffectedevenmore.
While the inter-state e-way

bills issued for February and
Marchwereabout40percentof
the total e-way bills for these
months, inApril, the shareof in-
ter-state e-way bills in the total
wasjust28.3percent.Ofthe86.09
lakhbills,inter-statee-waybillsin
Aprilwereonly24.43lakh.Forthe
firstsixdaysofMay,inter-statee-
waybillsaccountforonly30.8per
centof thetotale-waybills.
Interestingly,theCentreisyet

todisclosetheGSTcollectionfig-
ures for April. GST numbers for
eachmonthareusually released
onthefirstdayofthenextmonth,
butthegovernmenthasdeferred
thereleaseoftheAprilGSTfigures.
GSTmop-up inMarch2020had
slid belowRs 1 lakh crore to Rs
97,597 crore, an 8 per cent fall
fromtheMarch2019collectionof
Rs1.06lakhcrore.

GAINSORlosseson
valuationof foreign
currencyassetsandgold
duetomovementsinthe
exchangeratesand/or
priceofgoldarebooked
underabalancesheet
headnamedthe
CurrencyandGold
RevaluationAccount
(CGRA).Thebalancesin
CGRAprovideabuffer
againstexchangerate/
goldpricefluctuations.

Balances in
CGRAabuffer
againstprice
fluctuations

RBI gold reserves up 40.4 tonnes
in 2019-20, more than half of
total holdings held overseas

CURRENCYWITH
PUBLIC SINCE
DEC2019

Apr24, ’20 24,24,823
Apr10, ’20 23,91,299
Mar27, ’20 23,41,851
Mar13, ’20 23,08,312
Feb28, ’20 22,55,771
Feb14, ’20 22,58,272
Jan31, ’20 22,18,927
Jan17, ’20 22,15,624
Jan3, ’20 21,79,491
Dec20, ’19 21,79,500

All figures in`crore

401 infra projects show cost
overruns of `4.06 lakh crore
Asmanyas 401 infrastructure projects have beenhit by cost
overruns ofmore than`4.06 lakh crore owing to delays and
other reasons, as per theMoSPI’s report forDecember 2019

1,701:
Projects worth `150 crore and
abovemonitored byMinistry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI)

401:
Projects with cost overruns
whose neither tentative
gestation period nor year of
commissioning is reported

583:
NUMBER OF PROJECTS THAT
REPORTED TIME
ESCALATION, OF WHICH:
183:delayedbyoneto12months
129:delayedby13to24months
146:delayedby25to60months
125:delayedby61monthsand
above
39.40months:Averagetime
overrunofallprojects

`10,89,178.11CR:
EXPENDITURE INCURRED ON
ALL PROJECTS TILL

DECEMBER 2019, 44.06 PER
CENT OF ANTICIPATED COST

REASONSFORTIME
OVERRUNS,ASREPORTED
BYIMPLEMENTING
AGENCIES:
■Delaysin landacquisition,forest
clearanceandsupplyofequipment
■Fundconstraints
■Geologicalsurprises
■Geo-miningconditions
■Slowprogressincivilworks
■Shortageof labour

Source:MoSPI/PTI

`20,65,739 cr:
Total original cost of implementation
of the 1701 projects

`24,71,954.78 cr:
Anticipated cost of implementation
of all projects

`4,06,215.78 cr:
Overall cost overruns, i.e. 19.66 per
cent of original cost

Currencywith public continues to
swell in linewith lockdownextension

KARUNJITSINGH
NEWDELHI,MAY10

THEPRICEofaviationturbinefuel
(ATF) has fallen by about 65per
cent to Rs 22.54 per litre in the
Capitalsincethebeginningofthe
year, as thepriceof crudeoil has
crashed.ThepriceofATF,usedby
theaviationindustry,haskeptface
withthecollapseininternational
crude prices—with the price of
Brentcrudehaving fallenby55.1
per cent since January—evenas
the price of petrol in the Capital
has fallenbyonly5per cent and
thatof diesel has risenby2.1per
cent due to higher levies by the
centralandstategovernments.
Experts say that thedemand

forATFhas collapsedas it is only
beingusedforcargotransport,re-
lief and rescuework, aswell as
emergencyservices.
Domestic flights have been

suspended sinceMarch25, after

PrimeMinister NarendraModi
announcedalockdowntocontrol
the spreadof theCOVID-19pan-
demic. They are expected to re-
sumeoperationsat25-30percent
oftheirpre-lockdowncapacityby
mid-May. National carrier Air
India is currentlyconductingop-
erations to repatriate Indians
strandedin16countries.
Anofficialataleadingoilmar-

ketingcompany(OMC),whodid

notwish to be named, said that
thedemandforATFhadfallenby
about 90-95per cent compared
todemandlevelsbeforetheglobal
COVID-19 outbreak and lock-
down.
AccordingtoAbhijitBora,sen-

ior analyst at brokerage firm
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas, the
priceofATFwaslinkedwithAsian
benchmarkpricesforthefuel.
“Weare inanunprecedented

situationwhereOMCs aremak-
ing losses and lowermargins in
therefiningbusiness.Withthede-
mand for ATF going away, these
companiesmaybemakingnega-
tivemargins,” said Bora, adding
that OMCs were using higher
marketingmarginsonpetroland
diesel to make up for refining
lossesastherewasstill30-40per
centofpre-lockdowndemandfor
petrolanddiesel.
Thecentral andstategovern-

mentshavealso increased levies
onbothdieselandpetroltoboost
revenuesandmakeupfortherev-
enue lost due to thenationwide
lockdown.
The Centre has hiked excise

duty onpetrol by Rs 13per litre
and on diesel by Rs 16 per litre,
while anumberof state govern-
mentshavehikedthevalueadded
tax (VAT) on petrol and diesel,
with Delhi, Haryana and Tamil
NaduhikingtheVATonautomo-
tivefuelsthismonth.

Date Crude Crude/litre* ATF/ Petrol/litre Diesel/litre
(inUS$) (in`) litre inDelhi inDelhi

Jan1 66.00 31.36 64.32 75.14 67.96
Feb1 58.16 27.64 63.45 73.19 63.2
Mar1 50.52 24.01 56.86 71.71 64.3
April1 24.74 11.76 35.49 69.59 62.29
May8 29.64 14.08 22.54 71.26 69.39
*Basedon$1=`75.55andBarrel=159 litres

TRENDOF FUEL PRICESSINCE JAN

As OMCs pass on crude price slide, jet fuel
down but no pass-through for auto fuels

DRASTIC FALL IN E-WAYBILLS ISSUED
FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

Totale-waybills 571.86 lakh 406.58 lakh 86.09 lakh
Inter-state 236.82 lakh 163.63 lakh 24.43 lakh
e-waybills
Dailye-waybills 19.7 lakh 13.1 lakh 2.87 lakh
Source:GSTNetwork

From 5.72 cr in Feb, e-way bills
issued falls to 86 lakh in April

Thebigconcernis that
theCentre’s sharp
jumpinnetborrowings
in2020-21will
pressurethebond
markets,makingit
evenmorecostly for
states tomopupfunds

With revenues likely to plunge amid
lockdown, states may need succour

‘White House in talks with US Congress for
more coronavirus stimulus, but with conditions’

WhileWhiteHouseeconomicadviserLarryKudlow(left)
said thetalksare informalat this stage,TreasurySecretary
StevenMnuchin(right) saidhewashavingdiscussionswith
lawmakers tounderstandtheirconcerns. Reuters file
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Players andeveryone else need to livewith this virus;
probably theyhave toget used to it that there is a virus and
that itwill be around.Playersmight endupcatching it, and
yougot to livewith it.”

GAUTAMGAMBHIR
FORMER INDIAOPENER

Clubs likely to lookatalternatives tobig-moneytransferswhenthewindowopens

Road ahead: Barters& free agents
SHASHANKNAIR
NEWDELHI,MAY10

‘THE 100Msignings are finished’, ‘The un-
certain future of the loaned’, ‘Revolucion
enel futbol’ – amonthback, threeSpanish
newspapers signalled what most of the
world was preparing to face — the end of
footballandtheeconomicsof itasweknow
it.Aglobalpandemic that forced thegame
to come to a standstill has now resulted in
European clubs realising that their way of
life could be a relic of the past.
Barcelona’s squad has agreed to a 70

percent wage reduction till the return of
football. Clubs inGermany that havequal-
ified for the Champions League – Bayern
Munich, Borussia Dortmund, RB Leipzig
and Bayer Leverkusen – have pledged to
help out strickenGerman clubs.
Players in the lower leaguesof England

are torn between taking a pay cut and de-
manding their salaries remain the same,
only for theclubtoshutshop.As theeffects
of thepandemic stretch, sodo thedelicate
finances that thread together theworld of
football in somanydifferentways.

Freeagency
Most clubs in Europewill now see free

agency as the best possible means of get-
ting mid-to-top tier talent. With no large
transfer fee involved, signing free agents
wouldbeall about agreeingwages, a sign-
ing-onbonusandotheragent-related fees.
Cuttingthetransfer feeoptionoutof the

equation ends up saving the purchasing
club some of their transfer budget. This
would mean that players have the option
to be the kings of their own future. Clubs
that want to extend their contracts will
have to pay top dollar and clubs that can’t
afford to do so, will see their best players
leave on a free.
Tottenham Hotspur player Jan

Vertonghen is currently set to be a free
agent and has found that the coronavirus
has had a positive impact on hismarket.
“The lockdownhasbrought a lot of un-

certainty to the transfer market and,
strangelyenough, ithasonlyhadapositive

effecton interest,”VertonghentoldBelgian
TV channel Play Sports.
He then added, “Of course I’m free and

many clubs don’t have the money to do
transfers. Free players like me are even
morecoveted in thecoronaviruscrisis. But
I will wait a little longer, because I really
want to sign for the right club, that could
also be Tottenhamagain... Since January, a
number of clubs have come forwardwith
serious proposals. Spain and Italy are cer-
tainly options.”
Former Arsenal chief scout Steve

Rowley has said that clubs will have to be
more careful when it comes to scouting.
“One of my managers used to tell me,
‘Scout creatively’, and that will be a buzz
phrase for the foreseeable future. With
travel so restricted, and with few games
taking place, video analysis is going to be
fundamental. Itwillnot comeasashock to
clubs in the top two divisions, because
mostof themarealreadyveryadvancedon

that sideof things,but itwillbringdifficul-
ties,” Rowley told theGuardian.

Playerexchangedeals
IsitlikelytoseeBarcelonaattemptamulti-

pleplayerswapwithParisSaintGermaininor-
dertogetNeymarbacktoCampNou?Inamar-
ketplace that has lesser and lesser sums of
moneybutvalueintheformofplayersandtheir
long-termcontracts, itwouldn’tbeoutof the
ordinaryforclubstorelyonexchangingplayers
withoutanymoneyinvolvedinthetransaction.
BarcelonapresidentJosepMariaBartomeu

recentlysaidinaninterview,“Wepredictthat
thistransfermarketwillhavealotlessmoney
because of the (coronavirus) pandemic, but
therewill still be a lot ofmoves and Ipredict
playerexchangedeals.”
Despite Bartomeu’s insistence that the

summer transferwindowwill bedominated
byplayerexchangedeals, thesame isa tough
propositionowing to the fact that twoclubs
rarely agreeon thevaluationof aplayer and

thereforegettinganequilibriuminsuchadeal
mostlyderailsit.

Youthacademies
Oneofthemajorchangesclubswillhaveto

makeistolookwithin.AKPMGFootballBench-
markestimatesuggeststhatdevelopingyoung
playersandsellingthemforapremiuminthe
futuremightbethebestcaseoptionforsome
clubsoncefootballresumes.
TheKPMGreport states that, “Whileplay-

ersnurturedwithintheclubs’youthsystemmay
belackinginexperience, theycanofferavalu-
able alternativeduring suchuniquecircum-
stancesand,afterhavinggainedplayingexpe-
rience, somecould alsobe sold at premium
prices. Inthisregard,itisimportanttohighlight
thatyoung footballersmightalso suffer from
thecurrentuncertainty;somestilldon’thavea
professionalcontract,andmightnotevenknow
whethertheywillbekeptbytheirclubsorwill
havetolookforalternativeoptions.”

De-valuation
AccordingtotheKPMGFootballBenchmark

estimate,fourbillioneurosmightverywellbe
the cumulative loss the big five leagues in
Europe (England, Spain, Germany, Italy and
FrenchLeagues)standtosuffershouldtheyan-
nouncethecloseoftheirrespectiveseasonson
animmediatebasis.
ThesevaluationsweremadebyKPMGby

evaluatingtenleagues(adheringtoaclosedsys-
temforsimplicity)andthevaluestheyhaveas-
signedtoplayers–valuesthataresometimes
not theactualpriceof theplayeraccording to
thetransfermarket.Forexample,Neymarwas
purchasedbyParisSaintGermainfor€222mil-
lionin2017buthiscurrentvalueaccordingto
KPMGstandsat€175million.
Ontheotherhand,arestartandcompletion

oftheseasonbehindcloseddoorsleadstorev-
enuelossesofaroundone-thirdtoone-fifthof
thetotallossestimatedforafullcancellationof
theseason.KPMGalsocameupwithtwosce-
narios togoby. Scenario1states that thesea-
son inall ten leaguescomes toan immediate
endasitis.Scenario2statesthatallleagueswill
findawaytocompletetheirseason.Inscenario
1,Neymar’svaluationfallsby21.7%to€137mil-
lionandinscenario2,hisvaluationfallsby14.7%
to€149million.

Barcelona’s squadhasagreedtoa70%wagereductiontill thereturnof football.

Week before Bundesliga restart,
Dresden squad in quarantine
REUTERS
BERLIN, MAY 10

GERMANY’S PLANS to restart competitive
football on May 16 suffered an early set-
back after the entire team of second tier
Dynamo Dresden were placed in a two-
week quarantine following two positive
coronavirus tests.
The Bundesliga 2 club announced on

theirwebsite that tests takenonFridayhad
revealed two newpositive cases and local
health authorities had ordered the team
into quarantine.
“After an intensive analysis of the situ-

ation, thehealthauthority inDresden... de-
cided on Saturday that the entire second
divisionsquad, including thecoachingand
support team, must now go into a 14-day
quarantine at home,” the club said.
“Due to the quarantinemeasures, (the

club) will not be able to travel to Lower
Saxony for theawaygameonmatchday26
as planned,” the club added.
Dresden were scheduled to play

Hanover96nextSunday in their firstgame
back following the stoppage that was
caused by the coronavirus outbreak.”
In the past fewweeks, we have made

enormousefforts in termsofpersonneland
logisticsinordertostrictlyimplementallthe
prescribedmedicalandhygienicmeasures,”
saidDynamosportsmanagerRalfMinge.
“We are in contactwith the responsible

health authority and the DFL (German
Football League) to coordinate all further
steps.Thefactisthatwecanneithertrainnor
participate in thegameinthenext14days.”
The Bundesliga announced this week

that itwould restart onMay16after being
given the green light by the government.

Stringent testing
The league has drawnup a detailed set

of regulations and guidelines for training
andmatches inorder to reduce to themin-
imumpossible the riskof transmitting the
virus, including stringent testing.
However, the question of how to re-

spondtopositive tests isoutof thehandsof
the league as German law states any re-
sponse to cases is a matter for the local
health authority.DFL chief executive
Christian Seifert toldbroadcaster ZDF that

the aimwas still to end the season.
“We said from the beginning that this

is somethingwe have to be prepared for,”
he said. “If a 14-day quarantine is now
scheduled, then we have to deal with it
nextweek in the spirit of the gameplan.”
“At themoment,however, thisdoesnot

upset our timetable. The DFL has been
workingonthisconcept fora longtimeand
wehave always stressed that it is the local
healthauthorities thatdecideoneach indi-
vidual case, on each team.”
“For the2nddivision,where81matches

are still to be played, two of Dynamo
Dresden’smatchescannotbeplayedat the
moment.Butwearenotchangingourgoal
to finish the season.
“Theleaguehasbeenonholdsincemid-

Marchbecauseof thecoronavirusoutbreak
which has brought football to a standstill
around theworldandGermany’sprogress
is being closelywatched by other leagues.
OnMonday, the DFL said it had registered
10 positive cases in a blanket test of 1,724
players and staff at its 36 first and second
division clubs.

CROSSWORD4114

ACROSS

1 Tendernamesperhaps (11)

9 Clothing is tornwithout
intention(7)

10 Timeto inspirepoets
perhaps (5)

11 Armoffensively thrustout
(4)

12 Distributesbut runsshort
(5,3)

14 Acheapcombinationof
braveandtough(6)

16 Masterswitch for thecurrent
(6)

18 Howtobeat thestreaker? (8)

19 Call forashower(4)

22 Afringegatheringof lace
makers (5)

23 Agrandplayer,perhaps, from
hisscore (7)

24 Dimensionof certainchaps
in the flesh (11)

Down

2 This isone formof
disturbance(5)

3 Quits toget it? (4)

4 Sell andtell (6)

5 Weathermencaught ina
flurryof sleet (8)

6 Refreshmentstood in the
garden(3,4)

7 Pricelessstonework found in
lodges (11)

8 Lookatandstudythe
workingpattern(11)

13 Putupwiththeclosedshop
(8)

15 Thecaseof thediplomat’s
aide (7)

17 Youngcrab(6)

20 ForeignarticleupsetsNeil
(5)

21 Mother, I’mseriouslyhurt!
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
It is rare to finda
weekas free from
specialastrological
pressuresas this,

whichshouldcomeasa
welcomesurprise tomanyof
you.Only in theemotional
andsocialarenasare thenext
fewdayspregnantwith
romanticandpassionate
possibilities.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youmayaswell
makeanambitious
start to theweek.
There isnothing in

thestars tosaythatyoumustdo
such-and-suchathing,but
therearecertainrewards
whichareyours for theasking
justas longasyou layyourself
onthe lineandsaywhat
youwant.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
There’sa fiery
influence inyour
chart for theentire
week.Thisstrange

butenthusiasticplanetary
patternwillbestrongerat some
moments thanothersbut,on
thewhole, it isduetokeepyou
happilystimulated,energetic
andfullof hope.

CANCER(June22- July23)
You’re liable to
experiencearepeat
performanceof
currentemotional

conditions inabout four to five
months’ time.Thisaloneshould
beenoughto forceyouto
dealproperlywithcurrent
personalquestionsrather
thansweepingthemunder
thecarpet.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
For thenextdayorso
youwoulddowell to
letpartners take first
place.Youcanafford
tobepatient, for

your timewill comewithin
about fourdays. In the
meantime,youstandto
benefit fromothers’ actions
and ideas.Thatalone isworth
thewait.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Getoff toa
determinedstart
andpackasmuch
into thebeginningof

theweekasyoucan.Yourmost
practicalplanetaryalignment
encouragesyoutorelax,
for if youare free from
unnecessarypressureyouwill
bereadyto tackleall those
important tasks.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
It’s important tostart
theweek inan
optimisticmood,
determinedto

expressyour individual talents.
Trya littleexperimentationand
don’t letothersputyoudownor
forceyou intosomestale rut.
Rememberwhat theysay-
’variety is thespiceof life’.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
’Firstthingsfirst’is
youronlypossible
personalmottotoday.
Thebestwayforward

istotacklefundamentals,and
thatcouldmeandealingwith
questionsofhomeandfamily
beforeconsideringcareerand
worldlymatters.Andwhile
you’reatit,completeunfinished
tasks-theonesyouwerehoping
wouldgoaway.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
WittyMercuryand
gracefulVenuscould
notbeabetter
combinationof

planets, soyour luck is in.All
that is requiredof you is that
youarecharming, tolerant,
sympatheticandalwaysready
tosee theotherpointof view.
Thatshouldn’tbe too
muchtrouble.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Today’sMars-
Neptuneaspect
coulddowonders
foryourpoetic

powersof expression,but
there’salsoadanger thatyour
personal fantasycouldobscure
the facts.There’snothingwrong
withthis, justas longasyou
keepyour feelings in
perspective.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
It’soneof those
sensitiveand
emotionaldays
whenit’spossible to

pickouthourlychanges inyour
mood.Forexample,around
mid-afternoonthere’llbevery
strongpressure todealwitha
financialdilemmaand, then,
afterduska feeling thatyour
burdensarealready lifting.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Thereseemstobea
fairamountof
secrecyaround
today.Whetheryou

willbeable togetyourownway
isdoubtfulbut, if youwish,you
maysit thingsoutuntil
tomorrow,givingyourself extra
timetoconsideryour future
tactics.Hopefullyotherpeople
willbepatient.
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DifficultyLevel1s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
Imaginationwilloftencarryustoworldsthatneverwere.Butwithoutitwe_____.-Carl
Sagan(2,7)

SOLUTION:REWED,CROOK,THRONG,TWINGE
Answer:Imaginationwilloftencarryustoworldsthatneverwere.Butwithoutitwego
nowhere.-CarlSagan

DWEER GORTHN

CKROO EINTGW

SolutionsCrossword4113:Across:1Render,4Angelica,9Unused,10Steponit,12
Dais,13Seems,14Stem,17Frankenstein,20Letwellalone,23Eddy,24Amiss,25
Scar,28Shivered,29Carmen,30Linguist,31Stones.Down:1Roundoff,2Nautical,
3Eyes,5Notimetolose,6Espy,7Innate,8Asthma,11Keenswimmers,15Skied,16
Midas,18Coachman,19Bearings,21Vessel,22Adrian,26Peru,27Rant.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong
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THOSEMONTHS,
THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented
lockdown,sport is staringatan
unfathomabledespair. Indian
athletes, though,havegiventhe
countryreasonstorejoice inthe
past.The IndianExpress looksback
atabunchof thesememories.

INTHEearly90s
Kerala Policewon
back-to-back
FederationCup
football titles.
StrikerCV
Pappachan, in a chat

with SANDIPG, recalls the1990
final, the first of the titles, against
Salgaonkar at Thrissur.
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