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ISIS steps up as Iraq,

Syria grapple with virus

p7 Black rice of Manipur gets

Gl recognition

p11 26 Bangladeshi nationals
apprehended in Dhubri

NEWS

CRPF HQ

sealed

NEW DELHI, May 3:
The headquarters of the
CRPF here has been
sealed after a personal
staff of a senior officer and
a bus driver of the
paramilitary tested
positive for coronavirus,
officials said on Sunday.
The five-storey building
is located inside the
Central Government
Offices complex on Lodhi
Road. - PTI

ATF price cut

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Jet fuel (ATF) prices
were cut by a steep 23
per cent in line with a
slump in global oil prices
and it now costs about
one-third of petrol and
diesel whose rates
continue to be frozen for
the 50th day on Sunday.
This is the sixth
reduction in ATF prices
since February. — PTI

Fresh dates

NEW DELHI, May 3:
In a relief for engineering
and medical aspirants,
the HRD Ministry will
announce fresh dates for
competitive exams — JEE
and NEET - on May 5.
The exams were
postponed due to
nationwide lockdown
announced to fight the
spread of COVID-19
pandemic. — PTI

B Also see page 3

Force rotation

NEW DELHI, May 3:
The annual rotation of
BSF and ITBP soldiers
posted along the
international borders with
Pakistan, Bangladesh and
China has been shelved
till March next year
because of the novel
coronavirus outbreak, the
top commander of the two
forces has said. — PTI

Shipping curb

NEW DELHI, May 3:
As many as 63,000 crew
members and passengers
on board vessels, mostly
from China, have been
denied disembarkation at
Indian ports so far, as part
of efforts to curb the
spread of novel
coronavirus, a Shipping
ministry official here
today said. — PTI

Times have changed. Now
you can’t even bargain with
the shopkeepers!

An Indian Air Force helicopter flies past the MMCH in Guwahati to express gratitude towards medical professionals fighting the COVID-19 pandemic. This exercise
is part of ‘India Salutes Corona Warriors’ campaign organised across the country. — UB Photos

Lockdown 3.0 from today

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: The State -
government will impose curfew from
6 pm to 6 am during the third phase
of lockdown from tomorrow which
will be marked by relaxations stricter u
than those given by the Ministry of

Home Affairs.

Even though standalone shops will
open during daytime and industries and
offices —both government and private —
can operate with fifty per cent staff, all

masks and adhere to social distancing

norms.

People above 65 years of age and kids
below 12 years will have to strictly stay
indoors unless there is a medical

emergency.
Taxis,

government notification.

The government has exempted
women employees —both in government
sector and private — to stay at home if
they have a below-five-year-old child.

All sports, cultural, political and
religious events will remain banned
during the third phase of lockdown.

The exemptions will, however, not
apply to the four orange zone districts —

e-rickshaws and cycle
rickshaws will be able to ply but with
only two passengers, according to a State

GUIDELINES IN STATE

OPDs.

work force.

The movement of individuals is strictly prohibited between 6 PM and 6 AM
throughout the State across all zones, except for emergency services namely
medical services, police, fire services and emergency response for restoring
telecom and electricity.
Private medical clinics and OPDs shall be allowed to open including veterinary

B All standalone shops shall be allowed to operate till 5 PM. In areas where there
are adjacent shops it shall be ensured that there are at least two closed shops
in between two open shops except for pharmacies, grocery stores and book
shops. Deputy Commissioners shall in consultation with market associations,
identify the shops and allow them to operate only after this is finalised. Market
complexes and shopping malls shall remain closed.

workers and employees will have wear B Auto rickshaws, e-rickshaws, cycle rickshaws and taxis shall operate with one
driver and two passengers maintaining social distancing.

B Private four wheelers are allowed with driver and two others.

B For two wheelers, pillion riding is allowed either with one female or one child up
to the age of 12 years.

B All constructions in urban areas shall be allowed with a maximum of 50 per cent

> SEE PAGE 6

be allowed.

Bongaigaon, Goalpara, Morigaon and
Dhubri — where only grocery shops,
pharmacies and vegetable vendors will

Elsewhere, during the curfew hours,
there will be no exemption except for
medical personnel, media, fire services
and government vehicles.

Hospitality services, cinema halls,
malls, gyms, sports complexes, swim-
ming pools, entertainment parks, thea-
tres, bars and auditoriums, assembly halls

and similar places will remain closed.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister Sarbanan-
da Sonowal appealed the people of the

State to make the third phase of lock-

down successful like the first two phases.
He said that though the State Gov-
ernment would implement relaxation
for certain sectors from May 4 following
the guideline issued by the Central Gov-
ernment to restart economic activities,
people must not be complacent as the
threat of COVID-19 is yet to over.

Govt plan to bring back stranded Indians

1700 from State stranded abroad trying to return home

R DUTTA CHOUDHURY

GUWAHATI, May 3:
Around 1700 persons from
Assam, who are stranded
abroad, have applied through
the respective Indian Embas-
sies to return home and the
Government of India has
chalked out a plan to bring the
stranded Indians from foreign
countries in phased manner on
priority basis. Those stranded
include tourists and students.

Highly placed official sourc-
es told The Assam Tribune
that the External Affairs Min-

istry has chalked out an elab-
orate plan to bring back the
Indians stranded abroad and

Stranded persons from Assam
seeking to return home (over hundred)

gether, the Government has
decided to bring them back
on priority basis. Not all the
Indians staying
abroad are keen
on coming back

Country Number of people

seeking to return and those who
Kazakhstan 325 Kant to retlt}rg
Philippines 253 ;Ve . ahppllg
Kyrgyzstan 215 through the Indi-
Canada 110 an Embassies in
Nepal 110 those countries.
Nigeria 110 According to

the plan chalked

the process is likely to start
soon. But as all such persons
cannot be brought back to-

out, the first priority will be
given to the persons who are
facing deportation due to ex-

piry of their visa. The next
priority will be the migrant
workers who have been laid
off because of the coronavi-
rus outbreak. Next in the pri-
ority list are the persons fac-
ing medical emergency, preg-
nant women and elderly. The
persons who want to return
due to death of close relatives
will come next in the priority
list, which will be followed by
the stranded tourists and stu-
dents whose institutions and
hostels are closed.

» SEE PAGE 6

CM constitutes
economic

advisory panel
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonow-
al today constituted an eco-
nomic advisory committee as
a measure to revive the
economy of the State and
break the stagnation brought
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The eight-member com-
mittee led by retired IAS of-
ficer Subhash Das would study
various aspects of the State’s
economy and provide recom-
mendations to bring back eco-
nomic buoyancy through sys-
tematic interventions.

» SEE PAGE 6

Col, Major
among 5 killed in

J&K encounter

SRINAGAR, May 3: In a
setback, two senior Army of-
ficers, including a colonel-
rank officer, were among five
security personnel killed
during an encounter with ter-
rorists at a village in Rajwar
forests of north Kashmir, of-
ficials said on Sunday.

The deceased security per-
sonnel are Colonel Ashutosh
Sharma, Major Anuj Sood,
Naik Rajesh and Lance Naik
Dinesh, all from the Brigade
of GUARDS regiment, and at
present part of the 21 Rashtri-
va Rifles, deployed to counter
terrorism in the hinterland.

A Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice sub-inspector, Shakeel
Qazi, also fell victim to the
bullets of terrorists.

The two holed-up terror-
ists, who were eliminated in
the encounter, included com-
mander of banned Lashker-
e-Taiba Haider, a Pakistani na-
tional who has been active in
the north Kashmir area.

» SEE PAGE 6

TIAF conducts
flypast across
India

Gratitude to Corona warriors

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Fighter jets and transport air-
craft of the Indian Air Force on
Sunday carried out flypasts
over major cities and towns
while military choppers show-
ered petals on leading hospi-
tals across the country as part
of a mega exercise to express
gratitude to lakhs of doctors,
paramedics and other front-
line workers battling the coro-
navirus pandemic.

A fleet of military jets com-
prising Sukhoi-30 MKI,
MiG-29 and Jaguar flew over
Rajpath, Delhi’s centrepiece
boulevard, and then, orbited
over the city and the national
capital region for around 30
minutes from 11 am.

Premier transport aircraft
C-130also carried out a sepa-
rate fly-past over the Delhi and
the NCR region. The aircraft
flew at an approximate height
of 500 metres to 1000 metres
keeping aerospace safety in
mind, a senior official in the
Indian Air Force said.

The thanks-giving activi-
ties started with laying of
wreaths at the national po-
lice memorial in Delhi to
honour the police personnel
deployed in the enforcement
of the nationwide lockdown,
officials said.

A military chopper also
showered petals on the me-
morial.

Besides Delhi, the Indian
Air Force conducted fly-pasts
in a number of cities including
Mumbai, Jaipur, Ahmedabad,
Guwabhati, Patna, Lucknow,
Srinagar, Chandigarh, Jaipur,
Bhopal, Hyderabad, Bengalu-
ru, Coimbatore and Thiru-
vananthapuram, they said.

A large number of helicop-
ters belonging to the Indian
Air Force and the Indian
Navy dropped flower petals
over leading hospitals treat-
ing coronavirus patients
across the country including
in Delhi, Shillong, Guwahati
and Mumbai.

Army’s military bands also
performed outside leading
hospitals. — PTI

Our Staff Reporter
adds: The Armed Forces
today paid their respect and
showed solidarity to all the
corona warriors throughout
the country by organising
various events at different lo-
cations. The armed forces
are indebted to the corona
warriors who are at the fore-
front of the healthcare sys-
tem, they said.

» SEE PAGE 6

Swine fever came
from China: Bora

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
ongoing African swine fever
outbreak, which has so far
killed 2,484 pigs in the State,
originated in the Xinjiang prov-
ince of China in
April last year.

Animal Hus-
bandry and Vet-
erinary Minister
Atul Bora today
informed the
media that from
China the disease
spread to Aru-
nachal Pradesh and then en-
tered upper Assam. As per
estimate, till date around 306
villages of the State got af-
fected by the disease.

The minister made the
statement after a review
meeting held at the College
of Veterinary Science here
where representatives of pig
farmers coming from differ-
ent parts of the State, espe-
cially from the affected dis-
tricts, veterinary experts and
senior officials of the depart-
ment took part.

For this disease, human

body is a good carrier of the
virus and it becomes a chal-
lenge for the State veteri-
nary department to curb the
massive outbreak.

Citing an example, Bora
said recently in a farm of
Dhemaji dis-
trict, 230 pigs
died of the dis-
ease. “Later we
came to know
that the virus
was transported
to that farm
through one of
its caretakers,
in whose home pigs also
died of the same disease,”
he said.

Bora said free-ranging pigs
are highly vulnerable to the
disease. As a preventive
measure, while restricting
such pigs from today, the
minister directed every pig
farmer to keep their animals
in intensive care. He said the
government will take action
against free-ranging of pigs
through respective district
administrations.

» SEE PAGE 6

Students, mentors made Assam Cares a success

SIVASISH THAKUR

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
Assam Cares programme
launched by the State gov-
ernment to help people from
Assam, including a large seg-
ment of migrant workers and
students, stranded at differ-
ent parts of the country re-
ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse, enabling the author-
ities to make timely mone-
tary intervention to ease their
lives amid the nationwide
lockdown.

Managing the lakhs of
missed calls (those in dis-
tress were supposed to give
amissed call to the helpline)
and then gathering all the re-
quired information from
them and creating an online

COVID-19 STATUS

# Confirmed cases 3,452,285
# Cured/Discharged 1,101,695
# Death 244,320

# Confirmed cases 40,263
# Cured/Discharged 10,886
# Death 1,306

ASSAM

# Confirmed cases 42
# Cured/Discharged 32
# Death 1

Data as on Sunday

database for streamlining de-
livery was an arduous task
and the helpdesk had to
work day in and out to en-
sure that the grievances of
the needy did not go unan-
swered or unaddressed.

It took a team of around
800 student volunteers from
Gauhati University, Cotton
University and Assam Engi-
neering College, Guwahati
who worked relentlessly and
painstakingly from 10 am to
10 pm, calling lakhs of strand-
ed people across the coun-
try. Hundreds of study rooms
of such students were trans-
formed into mini call centres
in the process. The mentor
professors were guiding,
helping, troubleshooting and
motivating the volunteers

through online. After 10 pm,
the mentors compiled the
statistics and sent reports to
the government team.

“It was quite tough. We re-
ceived around 29 lakh missed
calls, out of those around six
lakh were genuine ones... The
next step was to send an auto-
matic SMS to all those six lakh
numbers containing a web link
that provides a simple form
facilitating submission of infor-
mation like where they are put
up currently, their Assam ad-
dress, and the bank account
number and IFSC code,” Prof
Sikhar Sarma of Gauhati Uni-
versity, who headed one of the
groups of the mission, told
The Assam Tribune.

> SEE PAGE 6

Rate of growth of new

COV

NEW DELHI, May 3: Un-
ion Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Sunday said the
rate of growth of new COV-
ID-19 cases has been stead-
ying for a while and the re-
covery rate improving, add-
ing that India is on the path of
success and will win the war
against the pandemic.

He said around 10,000
COVID-19 patients have re-
covered so far. “The recov-
ery rate of COVID-19 pa-
tients has steadily increased
which shows that more and
more of these patients are
getting better,” he said.

“The rate of growth of new
cases has also been steady-

ing for a while,” Vardhan said.
According to the data re-
ceived on Sunday, for the past
three days, the doubling rate
of the virus is 12.0, for seven
daysitis 11.7 and for 14 days it
is 10.4, the Minister was quot-
ed as saying in a statement.
“We have crossed over 10
lakh tests till date and are
performing over 74,000 tests
in a day presently,” he said.
The Minister added that
the government has distrib-

)-19 cases steady: Centre

uted around 20 lakh PPE kits
all over India and supplied
medicines [both Hydroxy-
chloroquine (HCQ) and Pa-
racetamol (PCM)] to more
than 100 countries.

He said India is on a “bet-
ter footing” as compared to
other nations, adding the
country is capable to pull off
any eventuality with more
than 2.5 lakh beds in dedicat-
ed COVID-19 hospitals and
health centers. — PTI

Wash HANDS
Ward off VIRUS
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WASHINGTON, May 3:
The US Air Force and Navy
pilots staged a rare joint fly-
over in three American cit-
ies, including Washington,
to salute the frontline coro-
navirus responders and es-
sential workers as the coun-
try, the worst hit by the pan-
demic, fought a grim battle
against the “invincible ene-
my”.

Scores of people descend-
ed upon the National Mall
here on Saturday as the elite
pilots of the Thunderbirds

and the Blue Angles per-
formed a rare joint flyover
over Washington, Baltimore
and Atlanta called ‘America
Strong’ to thank the front-
line workers, some of whom
have sacrificed
their lives.
The Thun-
derbirds and the Blue An-
gels performed flyovers in
Maryland, Virginia and
Washington, DC, on Satur-
day before the aircraft trav-
elled to Atlanta, Georgia. A
formation of six F-16C/D

Fighting Falcon and 6 F/A-
18C/D Hornet aircraft con-
ducted the flyover.
Washington is under a
stay-at-home order to slow
down the spread of the vi-

rus but that did not stop
crowds from gathering be-
tween the US Capitol and
the Washington Monument.

While many people prac-
tised social distancing and
some wore masks, the

INTERNATIONAL
US Air Force, Navy stage spectacular flypast

sidewalks around the mall
were crowded, US media
reports said.

The novel coronavirus,
which originated from the
Chinese city of Wuhan in

COVID-19: Saluting frontline workers

December last year, has
claimed 243,922 lives and
infected over 3.4 million
people globally, according
to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity data.

The US has the highest

number of infections at
1,133,069 and over 67,400
people have died due to the
disease.

“During today’s tribute,
viewers were encouraged
to watch the
flyover online
from the safety
of their home quarantine and
asked to refrain from trav-
eling to landmarks, hospitals
and gathering in large
groups,” an Air Force offi-
cial told CNN.

They are the US military’s

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020

flight demonstration squad-
rons, and this is the second
joint flyover mission being
conducted to salute the health
care workers, first respond-
ers, military and other essen-
tial workers risking their lives
during the pandemic.

The first joint flight was
conducted on Tuesday
across New York, New Jer-
sey and Pennsylvania. The
joint operation is part of a
series of multi-city flyovers
being conducted over the
next two weeks. — PTI

People practice social distancing while enjoying the pleasant weather at Central Park’s

Sheep Meadow on Saturday in New York. New York City police dispatched 1,000 officers
this weekend to enforce social distancing as warmer weather tempted New Yorkers to
come out of quarantine. — AP/PTI

North, South Korean troops
exchange fire along border

SEOUL, May 3: North and
South Korean troops ex-
changed fire along their tense
border on Sunday, the South’s
military said, the first such in-
cident since the rivals took
unprecedented steps to lower
frontline animosities in late
2018.

Violent confrontations have
occasionally occurred along the
border, the world’s most
heavily fortified. While Sun-

day’s incident is a reminder of
persistent tensions, it didn’t
cause any known casualties on
either side and is unlikely to
escalate, observers said.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff in
Seoul said in a statement that
North Korean troops fired
several bullets at a South Ko-
rean guard post inside the bor-
der zone. South Korea re-
sponded with a total of 20
rounds of warning shots on

two occasions before issuing a
warning broadcast, it said.
South Korea suffered no ca-
sualties, the military said. De-
fence officials said it’s also un-
likely that North Korea had any
casualties, since the South Ko-
rean warning shots were fired
at uninhabited North Korean
territory. The North’s official
Korean Central News Agency,
or KCNA, did not immediately
report about the incident. — AP

ISIS steps up as Iraq,
Syria grapple with virus

BAGHDAD, May 3: The man wearing an
explosive vest emerged from a car and calmly
marched toward the gates of the intelligence
building in Iraq’s northern city of Kirkuk. When
he ignored their shouts to halt, guards opened
fire, and he blew himself up, wounding three
security personnel in the first week of

Ramadan.

Days later, a three-pronged coordinated
attack killed 10 Iraqi militia fighters in the
northern province of Salahaddin, the deadliest

region of Iraq.

which once encompassed a third of Iraq and Syria,
was brought down last year.

In Iraq, militants also exploit security gaps at
atime of an ongoing territorial dispute and a US
troop drawdown.

“It’s a real threat,” said Qubad Talabani,
Deputy Prime Minister of the northern Kurdish

“They are mobilising and killing us in the north
and they will start hitting Baghdad soon.” He
said the ISIS was benefiting from a “gap”

and most complex between  Kurdish
operation in many It’sareal threat .. forces and federal
months. they are mobilising armed forces caused by
The assaults are the an klllll’(l? usin the political infighting.
latest in a resurgence of north anc they will Intelligence reports
attacks by the Islamic start hitting Baghdad  say the number of ISIS
State (ISIS) group in soon fighters in Iraq is
northern Iraq. The first - QubadTalabani  believed to be 2,500-

was a brazen suicide

mission not seen in months. The second was
among the most complex attacks since the
group’s defeat in 2017. In neighbouring Syria,
ISIS attacks on security forces, oil fields and
civilian sites have also intensified.

The renewed mayhem is a sign that the
militant group is taking advantage of
governments absorbed in tackling the
coronavirus pandemic and the ensuing slide into

economic chaos.

The virus is compounding longtime concerns
among security and UN experts that the group
would stage a comeback after its “caliphate,”

3,000.

In northeast Syria, Kurdish-dominated police
have become a more visible target for ISIS as
they patrol the streets to implement anti-virus
measures, said Mervan Qamishlo, a spokesman
for US-allied Kurdish-led forces.

ISIS fighters in late March launched a
campaign of attacks in government-held parts of
Syria, from the central province of Homs all the
way to Deir el-Zour to the east, bordering Iraq.

Some 500 fighters, including some who had

escaped from prison, recently slipped from Syria
into Iraq, helping fuel the surge in violence there,
Iraqi intelligence officials said. — AP

[ SITUATION VACANT ]

[ ACHIEVEMENT |

We are hiring retired persons,
educated house wives &
Businessmens for part time job

with  unlimited income
opportunity. Ph: 9706099850.
SV/P/AC000047/5

Urgently required retd. Bankers/
Govt. Officials for Guwahati.
Earning 45000/month.
Contact : 87249-67620, 97062-
26337.

SV/P/AC000063/12

[ TUITION |

Highly experienced home Tutor
for (XI-XII) Physics, Chemistry,
Mathematics.  Conception
#99573-06841.
Tuition/P/AC000037/29

Eduquest Home tuition for all
subjects (I to XII) experienced
teachers, Ph. 98640-50064,
97060-50064.
Tuition/P/NP000003/1

Online Physics class for
NEET & Boards by exp. Kota
Faculty. Contact : 69009-
77274.
Tuition/P/AC000022/8

[ sanmizEr |

Please book in advance to
Sanitize your Office &
Residential Premises. For
booking please WhatsApp your
contact & address details:
8135074814.
Sanitizer/AC000065/8

( GODOWN ]

2500 to 98,000 sq.ft. Industrial
Shed/Warehouse, Godown at
Khanapara, Beltola, Lokhra,
Amingaon, Changsari, Mirza.
94354-03986.
Godown/P/AC000050/30

[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

I, Shhaurya Sharrma, have
changed my former name
Priyanku Jyoti Sharma w.e.f.
26.04.2020 through an affidavit
in the Court of Civil cum
Assistant Sessions Judge,
Kamrup. Henceforth, in all
dealings both official and non-

Mrs. Munmi Puzari has been
awarded the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in Life Science
(Zoology) by Dibrugarh University
for her thesis entitled “Study on the
Distribution Pattern, Nutritional
Value and Phylogeny of Freshwater
Bivalve Parreysia favidens
(Benson) from Upper Assam, India.
“She carried out her research work
under the guidance of Dr. Devid
Kardong, Associate Professor,
Dept. of Life Sciences, Dibrugarh
University, Dibrugarh. She also
worked as a project fellow in a DST
sponsored project during her
research work. She is the daughter
of Mr. Jiten Puzari and Mrs. Rupali
Puzari of Dibrugarh, Assam, wife of
Mr. Amlanjyoti Baruah of Bhandup,
Mumbai and daughter in law of Mr.
Mridul Baruah and Mrs. Archana
Baruah of Bhandup, Mumbai.

CD/Achivi............... /1

[ NURSING |

Home Nursing care, Baby care,
Patient care. Contact: 86388-
95299, 86387-22884.
Nursing/AL000001/1

[ HOUSE & FLAT |

Booking going on for 2 and 3
bedroom residential flat at
Jyotinagar near Kalimandir.
Contact J&A Developers :
87239-77197.
H&F/P/SP000014/6

Only two numbers of 2 bedroom
residential flat with 60%
completed available for booking
at Gandhibasti, Islampur.
Contact J&A Developers :
87239-77197.
H&F/P/SP000015/6

Residential 2/3 BHK Flat/
Commercial space at Noonmati
(Opp. Axom Jatiya Vidyalay) Ph.
98640-10641.
H&F/P/SP000028/3

80% work completed 2/3 BHK
flat at Chandmari Colony

official, I shall be known as | (Nizarapar). Avail PMAY
Shhaurya Sharrma. benefit, Ph. 98640-10641.
PN/P/BP000007/1 H&F/P/SP000027/2
For pick up of
Classified Ph: 97060-43680
Advertisements RO IR
from your doorstep ...

UK doctor alerts Indians over poor diet

LONDON, May 3: Poor diet
is a major cause behind the
COVID-19 deaths and the Indi-
ans must urgently cut down on
ultra-processed food to build
resilience against the
deadly virus, a leading
Indian-origin cardiolo-

evidence-based medicine, said
that obesity and excess weight
were the “elephant in the room”
that need to be addressed as a
major factor behind the deaths

nCoV deaths

ic, who is on a mission to spread
awareness around lifestyle
changes as a major weapon in
the fight against coronavirus.
“Specifically, conditions such
as Type 2 diabetes,
high blood pressure,
heart disease are

gist in the UK has cau-
tioned.

Dr Aseem Malhotra, who is
among the UK’s National
Health Service (NHS) frontline
medics and also a professor of

from the coronavirus.

“India is particularly vulnera-
ble, having a very high preva-
lence of lifestyle-related diseas-
es,” says the 42-year-old med-

three of the major
risk factors for death from
COVID-19. This is rooted in
excess body fat, a cluster of
conditions known as a meta-
bolic syndrome,” he noted.

Western countries such as the
US and the UK have seen some
of the highest death rates from
COVID-19 in the world, which
are likely to correlate with un-
healthy lifestyles.

“The elephant in the room is
that the baseline general health
in many Western populations
was already in a horrendous
state to begin with. In the UK
and US, more than 60 per cent
of adults are overweight or
obese,” he pointed out. — PTI

()

Supporters of President Donald Trump circle the State Capitol as they protest Governor
Tim Walz's “Stay Home MN” orders meant to slow the spread of COVID-19 on Saturday,
in St Paul, Minnesota. — AP/PTI

Desert or sea: Virus traps migrants
m mud-route danger zone!

GUATEMALA CITY, May
3:Thousandsof “desperate”
migrants are trapped in limbo
and even at risk of death with-
out food, water or shelter in
scorching deserts and at sea,
as governments close off bor-
ders and ports amid the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Migrants have been
dropped by the truckload in the
Sahara desert or bused to
Mexico’s desolate border with
Guatemala and beyond. They
are drifting in the Mediterra-
nean Sea after European and
Libyan authorities declared
their ports unsafe.

And about 100 Rohingya
refugees from Myanmar are

believed to have died in the
Bay of Bengal, as country af-
ter country pushes them back
out to sea.

Many governments have
declared emergencies, saying
a public health crisis like the
coronavirus pandemic re-
quires extraordinary mea-
sures. However, these mea-
sures are just the latest efforts
by governments to clamp
down on migrants, despite
human rights laws.

“They just dumped us,” said
Fanny Jacqueline Ortiz, a 37-
year-old Honduran travelling
with her two daughters, aged
3and 12.

Ortiz reached the US, but

American authorities expelled
her to Mexico. The Mexican
government in turn abandoned
the family on March 26 at the
lonely El Ceibo border cross-
ing with Guatemala. Ortiz and
other migrants on the two-bus
convoy were told to avoid the
Guatemalan soldiers guarding
the border, which was closed
due to the pandemic.

“They told us to go around
through the mountains, and we
slept in the woods,” she re-
called.

Over the next few weeks,
an activist helped Ortiz and
others in her group of 20 find a
ride to the next border, in
Honduras. - AP

Over 1.5lakh Indians
in UAE register

to return home

DUBAI May 3: Over
150,000 Indians in the UAE,
who wish to return home
amid the coronavirus lock-
down, have applied through
the online registration process
to the Indian missions here,
according to media reports.

The Indian missions in the
country last week opened
online registration for the
expatriates who wish to fly
back home after getting stuck
in the country amidst the
lockdown due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“As of 6 pm on Saturday, we
received more than 150,000
registrations,” Consul General
of India in Dubai Vipul told the
Gulf News on Saturday.

A quarter of them want to
return to their homeland after
losing their jobs, he said.

According to a report in the
Khaleej Times on Sunday,
about 40 per cent of the
applicants who have regis-
tered are blue-collar workers
and 20 per cent are working
professionals.

“Roughly 20 per cent have
suffered job losses and about
55 per cent of the total
applicants are from Kerala,”
Neeraj Aggarwal, Consul,
Press, Information, Culture
was quoted as saying in the
report.

Aggarwal said that the
figures would change as they
are expecting registrations
from workers from other
states, including Telangana,
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar. - PTI
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A woman dressed in traditional costume holding an
umbrella walks next to another woman, both wearing
protective face masks, to help curb the spread of the
new coronavirus as they visit the capital's popular tourist
spot of Nanluonguxiang reopened for tourists following
the coronavirus outbreak in Beijing, on Sunday. From the
United States to Europe and Asia, people in many parts
of the world are emerging from their homes as virus-
related restrictions begin to ease and springtime
temperatures climb. — AP/PTI

Rohingya refugees

DHAKA, May 3: At least 29 Rohingya refugees from a
fishing boat floating in the Bay of Bengal for weeks have
landed on an island in southern Bangladesh, officials said
Sunday.

The refugees, including 15 women and six children,
landed on Bhasan Char island on Saturday and are
believed to be from one of several boats stuck at sea,
said Tonmoy Das, local chief government official in
Noakhali district.

Das said food, doctors and a team of 10 policemen
were sent to the island to take care of the refugees.

An official from Bangladesh’s Refugee
Commissioner’s office in Cox’s Bazar district said the
office was aware of the development. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity because he was not authorised
to speak to the media.

Rights groups say hundreds of Rohingya are stranded
on at least two fishing trawlers between Bangladesh and
Malaysia. The refugees reportedly attempted to illegally
reach Malaysia, but failed because of strict patrols to
keep out the coronavirus.

More than 700,000 Rohingya Muslims came to
Bangladesh starting in August 2017, when the military in
Buddhist-majority Myanmar began a harsh crackdown
against them in response to an attack by insurgents.
Global rights groups and the UN have called the
campaign ethnic cleansing involving rapes, killings and
torching of thousands of homes. Currently more than 1
million Rohingya live in Bangladesh. — AP

A health worker checks the temperature of car
passengers in an effort to help prevent the spread of the
coronavirus, as they enter the city in the Paghman
district of Kabul, Afghanistan on Sunday. — AP/PTI

Egypt press crackdown

CAIRO, May 3: Journalism in Egypt has effectively
become a crime over the past four years, as authorities
clamp down on media outlets and muzzle dissent, Amnesty
International said in a report released on Sunday.

As the number of coronavirus infections in Egypt
continues to rise, the government is strengthening its
control over information, the London-based rights group
said, instead of upholding transparency during the public
health crisis.

“The Egyptian authorities have made it very clear
that anyone who challenges the official narrative will be
severely punished,” said Philip Luther, Amnesty’s
Middle East and North Africa director.

Amnesty documented 37 cases of journalists detained
in the government’s escalating crackdown on press
freedoms, many charged with “spreading false news” or
“misusing social media” under a broad 2015
counterterrorism law that has expanded the definition of
terror to include all kinds of dissent.

An Egyptian press officer did not respond to multiple
calls seeking comment, but authorities have previously
denied rights violations and justified arrests on national
security grounds.

Following general-turned-president Abdel Fattah el-
Sissi’s rise to power in 2013, most of Egypt’s television
programmes and newspapers have taken the
government position and steered clear of criticism, or
else disappeared. Many privately-owned Egyptian news
outlets have been quietly acquired by companies
affiliated with the country’s intelligence service. — AP

Beachgoers wear face masks at Island Beach State
Park in New Jersey on Saturday on the day New
Jersey’s state parks reopened after a closure brought on
by the coronavirus outbreak. — AP/PTI
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‘Delhi to enjoy all red zone
relaxations from today’

NEW DELHI, May 3: The
Delhi government will allow
all the red zone relaxations in
the city from Monday while
the lockdown will be contin-
ued, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said on Sunday.

Speaking to the media,
Kejirwal said the Centre has
announced extension of lock-
down for two weeks from
Monday.

“Entire Delhi is a red
zone. The Central govern-
ment has given some relaxa-
tions to the red zones and we
will be allowing all that,”
Kejriwal said.

He said all the government
offices with essential servic-
es will have 100 per cent staff
while those in non-essential
services will run with 33 per
cent attendance.

“All inter-state buses,
metros and air travel will be
suspended. Autos will be sus-
pended too. The movement
of the goods will be allowed,”
he said.

Malls, market complexes
and all the market areas will
be shut. But the shops of es-

sential itemes inside these
markets will be allowed. Sta-
tionery shops will be al-
lowed.

The standalone shops will
be allowed to open irrespec-
tive of whether they sell es-
sential or non-essential items.

The movement of people
between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.
will be barred unless some-
thing essential.

Four category of people —
those above 65-year, preg-
nant women, those having se-
rious diseases and children
below the age of 10 — are not
allowed to step out, he said,
adding they are more prone
to the infection which can
even kill them.

“The entire city is a red
zone. We followed all the in-
structions from the Centre.
Making the entire city a red
zone is creating trouble for
the people. Our revenue has
gone down,” he said. Kejri-
wal said in April the govern-
ment received only Rs 300
crore as revenue. “Usually
in April, the revenue used to
be RS 35,000 crore.” —IANS

Many outsiders want to
enter Goa: CM Sawant

PANAJI, May 3: Goa Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant on
Sunday claimed that many
people from outside the state
wanted to come to Goa which
is classified as ‘green’ zone,
and appealed to locals against
providing them any shelter.

He said only those outsid-
ers with medical emergencies
and extremely genuine cases
would be allowed in Goa.

“Many people from out-
side the state are trying to
come to Goa as the state has
been classified as green zone.
T appeal to locals not to pro-
vide any shelter to them with-
out informing the govern-
ment,” the chief minister told
reporters on the eve of the
beginning of the third phase
of the coronavirus-induced
national lockdown.

He said entry in Goa will
be allowed on the basis of a
proper permission from dis-
trict collectors concerned.

Goa shares its boundaries
with Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka.

He also said that more than

3,000 Goans stranded in var-
ious parts of the country have
already applied seeking re-
patriation to their home state.

“Goans entering the state
will be taken to institutional
quarantine facility for two
days where COVID-19 test
would be conducted on them.
Only those whose test turns
negative will be allowed to
go home where they will be
placed under quarantine for
14 days,” he said.

The state government is
also exploring whether a spe-
cial train can be operated for
Uttar Pradesh ferrying la-
bourers stranded in Goa.

“The carrying capacity of
such train, if operated, is around
1,000 passengers,” he said.

The Railways has been
operating Shramik Special
trains from various parts of
the country since the last two
days, after the Union govern-
ment allowed inter-state
movement of stranded la-
bourers, students and tour-
ists on fulfilling certain con-
ditions. — PTI
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‘A proud moment’, medics express
gratitude to armed forces

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Doctors at the All India In-
stitute of Medical Science
(AIIMS) and Safdarjung Hos-
pital in the national capital
said it was a proud moment
for them to be honoured by
the Indian Armed Forces.

Speaking to IANS they
said it was a great gesture by
the Armed Forces to boost
their morale as it is a very
challenging time for the en-
tire country, specially for the
frontline warriors in the bat-
tle against novel coronavirus
pandemic.

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) jets and transport
planes across India on Sun-
day showered petals on hos-
pitals and places of national
importance to show honour
and express their gratitude
towards the coronavirus
warriors who are battling
against the pandemic.

Speaking to IANS, Dr
Adarsh Pratap Singh, presi-
dent of the Resident Doctors
Association (RDA) of All In-
dia Institute of Medical Sci-
ence (AIIMS) Delhi, saidP:
“It was a great gesture
shown by the Indian Armed
forces. The armed forces
have always come to the fore-
front whenever the country
is in difficulty. This time,
health workers are the front-
line warriors in this difficult
time of coronavirus pandem-
ic. Despite having limited
resources, doctors are giv-
ing their hundred percent to
save the people of the coun-
try. It is their unique way of
saluting to the health work-
ers battling coronavirus.

Dr Singh said this is the
time when the government

e

An IAF chopper flies over Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital to express gratitude towards medical professionals
for their contribution in fight against COVID-19, in Chennai on Sunday. — PTI

must ensure safety of all health
workers. “Now we expect
the government to provide a
safe work environment in all
the hospitals across the coun-
try. In AIIMS we have suffi-
cient quantities of PPEs etc.
but there are other hospitals
in the country which have
raised this issue. The govern-
ment should sort this out oth-
erwise if doctors and health
workers keep getting infect-
ed, the entire health infra-
structure will come to a halt.”

Echoing the same senti-
ment, Dr Manish RDA Presi-
dent of Safdarjung Hospital told
TANS that it was a proud mo-

ment for all the doctors at the
Safdarjang hospital. “It was a
proud moment for the medi-
cal fraternity. Not only the flow-
ers were showered but the
Army band also performed
here. The Indian Armed forc-
es have given amessage tothe
society that health workers
should be respected.”

Dr Manish said that all the
frontline workers have been
working in very difficult con-
ditions and recent attacks had
brought a feeling of disparity
in their minds and hearts. “We
are working really hard, in dif-
ficult conditions. Many doctors
are working 12 hours continu-

ously or even more, not be-
cause there are less number
of doctors, but to reduce the
exposure. Suppose if three
doctors work in COVID ward
in a day, they all will be ex-
posed to the virus but if one
works for alonger duration, at
least two will be saved. This is
our internal management, oth-
er hospitals are working as per
their own system.

Dr Manish said they all
have to wear PPE in hot tem-
perature because the cen-
tralised air conditions of the
hospital have been switched
off in order to avoid the trans-
mission. “There are suffi-

cient quantity of PPE Kkits,
masks, and sanitisers for all,
including nurses and support
staff, in our hospital. But the
major challenge we are fac-
ing is of asymptomatic pa-
tients, and there is no solu-
tion for it as they sometimes
do not know that they are
infected. Some patients are
still hiding their travel or
contact history which is pos-
ing a huge threat to the health
workers resulting in infect-
ing them. No one can wear
PPE all the time. The cen-
tralised air conditioner is off
to minimise the transmis-
sion,” he said. — IANS

First special train
to Odisha carrying
1,150 migrants

arrives in state

BHUBANESWAR, May 3:
The first ‘Shramik Special’
train to Odisha carrying around
1,150 migrant workers
stranded in Kerala due to the
lockdown arrived in Ganjam
district on Sunday; officials said.

The train had left Ernaku-
lam railway station on Friday
evening and arrived at Jagan-
nathpur railway station in Gan-
jam district in the morning. It
further proceeded to Khurda
Road railway station, where it
terminated, they said.

Over 500 passengers, in-
cluding women and children,
alighted at Jagannathpur while
the remaining got down at
Khurda Road, the officials said.

The passengers were
screened and given certifica-
tion for the journey before
boarding the train in Kerala,
they said.

Those alighting at Jagan-
nathpur railway station were
sent to their home districts of
Kandhamal, Ganjam, Rayaga-
da, Boudh, Nabarangpur and
Koraput, the officials said.

Steps were taken to en-
sure that the workers strict-
ly observed social distancing
norms after their arrival at
the railway stations, they
said, adding all workers were
wearing masks.

The workers were received
by government officials. They
were given food packets and
stamped with indelible ink on
their right hands to highlight
that they had returned from
another state before boarding
special buses for quarantine
centres, the officials said.

The travellers, who had
registered themselves with
the state government’s por-
tal, hail from 23 of Odisha’s
30 districts. — PTI

Shops selling non-essentials allowed in Mumbai

MUMBAI, May 3: The
Maharashtra government on
Sunday announced that shops
selling non-essential com-
modities, including liquor,
will be allowed to open from
Monday in the COVID-19
non-containment zones
across the state.

Senior IAS officer from the
Maharashtra Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO), Bhushan Ga-
grani, told this to reporters
on Sunday.

A similar decision had al-
ready been announced for the
COVID-19 green and orange
zones, and such shops in these
two zones were scheduled to
open from Monday.

However, the state govern-
ment on Sunday extended the
easing of restrictions for
shops in the red zones as well.

“Even in the red zone dis-
tricts, there are some areas
where coronavirus infection
has been not prevalent since

over a month now. These
areas are known as non-con-
tainment zones.

“Such non-containment
areas will have some relaxa-
tion, where shops selling non-
essential commodities, like
clothes, footwear, liquor, sta-
tionery, among others will be
opened,” Gagrani said.

The decision has been tak-
en after discussions with the
Centre, he said.

“Only five shops in one

lane will be allowed to oper-
ate during the entire day. But
this particular restriction is
not applicable to the shops
selling essential items such
as medical and grocery. As of
now, there are no restrictions
on the timing of the shops to
remain open,” Gagrani said.

Sale of liquor in standalone
shops will be allowed, he said.

However, social distancing
norms have to be followed
by all the shops. — PTI

Ramadan ar Ramzan is the ninth maonth of the Islamic
Calendar, The word 'Ramzan’ has Persian roots, while

Ramadan' has Arabic roots.

RL. In Malaysia Puasa is used to denote the fasting of

Ramzan. Iteomes from Sanskrit 'Upavasa’,
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HRD Ministry to announce fresh
dates for NEET JEE on May 5

NEW DELHI, May 3: Ina
relief for engineering and
medical aspirants, the HRD
ministry will announce fresh
dates for competitive exams
—JEE and NEET- on May 5.

The exams were post-
poned due to nationwide
lockdown announced to con-
tain the COVID-19 spread.

“The fresh dates will be
announced by HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
on May 5. This will put an
end to uncertainty for the
aspirants. The minister will
also interact with students
online the same day,” a sen-
ior ministry official said.

While Joint Entrance
Exam-Mains (JEE-MAINS)
is conducted for admission to
engineering colleges across
the country, the National El-
igibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) is held for medical
colleges.

More than 15 lakh students
across the country have regis-
tered for NEET this year,
which is the gateway to med-
ical colleges in India, whereas
more than 9 lakh have regis-
tered for JEE Mains, the en-
trance exam for all other engi-
neering colleges except II'Ts.

The JEE-Mains is consid-
ered as a qualifying exam for
JEE-Advanced.

The HRD Ministry’s Na-
tional Testing Agency (NTA)
had also given students an op-
tion to change their opted cen-
tres for the two tests as stu-
dents have moved to different
places since the lockdown.

Universities and schools
across the country have been
closed since March 16 when
the centre announced a coun-
trywide classroom shutdown
as one of the measures to
contain the COVID-19 out-
break. Later, a nationwide

lockdown was announced
from March 25, which was
extended till May 17.

There is however, no clar-
ity yet on when the pending
board exams for class 10 and
12 will be conducted by the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE).

The board had announced
that it will conduct pending
exams in 29 subjects crucial
for promotion and admission
to higher education institu-
tions.

The death toll due to
COVID-19rose to 1,301 and
the number of cases climbed
to 39,980 in the country on
Sunday, according to the Un-
ion health ministry.

The number of active
COVID-19 cases stood at
28,046, while 10,632 people
have recovered and one pa-
tient has migrated, the min-
istry said. — PTI

More coronavirus hotbeds i western than eastern India

NEW DELHI, May 3: To
contain coronavirus effec-
tively, the government has
demarcated the country into
three zones —red, orange and
green. There are more coro-
navirus cases in western re-
gion than the eastern region.

There are more red zones
in prosperous states, like
Maharashtra, than states con-
siderably less advanced, like
Bihar and Odisha. The
number of cases in metros,
like Mumbai and Delhi, is
more than smaller cities in
the eastern region.

In Maharashtra, there are
14 red, 16 orange and 6 green
zones. In Bihar, there are 5
red, 20 orange and 13 green
zones. There are 130 red,
284 orange and 319 green
zones in the country, accord-
ing to the letter written by
Health Secretary Preeti Su-
dan to the state secretaries
on April 30.

Explaining these zones, the
government said the green
zones comprised districts
with either zero confirmed
case or no confirmed case in
the last 21 days. The classifi-

cation of districts as red zones
takes into account number of
active cases, doubling rate of
confirmed cases, extent of
testing and surveillance feed-
back from there. The dis-
tricts, which are neither de-
fined as red nor green, are
classified as orange zones.
As of 8 am on May 3, Ma-
harashtra reported 12,296
coronavirus cases and 521 fa-
talities. Bihar had 481 cases
and 4 deaths; and Odisha 157
cases and one death, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry.
Among the the other west-

ern states, Gujarat reported
5,054 cases and 262 deaths,
followed by Rajasthan with
2,770 cases and 65 fatalities.
In the eastern region, West
Bengal reported 922 cases
and 3 deaths, and UP 2,487
cases and 43 deaths.
Speaking to IANS, K Sri-
nath Reddy, president of the
Public Health Foundation of
India (PHFI), said, “The
pattern reflects difference
in economic development,
indicated by the size of the
international airports,
number of international and

domestic flights operating
from those airports, for-
eign-returned travellers
arriving and spreading out
from there.”

“Western India is more ur-
banised, with greater mobili-
ty of people with whom the
virus hitch hikes to spread fast.
Eastern India has lower for-
eign returnees to initiate the
spread,” Reddy said.

According to him, the rural
India has less mobility. “This
too has protected eastern
parts. That’s why the more
urbanised western countries

too have seen a rapid spread.
Similar phenomenon in India
has occurred,” he said.

Dr Manoj Goel, Director
(Pulmonology), at Fortis
Memorial Research Institute,
told IANS attributed this dis-
tribution of infection to the
population density in differ-
ent parts of India.

“India is a large country.
It’s like a subcontinent with
over 17 per cent of the world
population. So there is likely
to be no uniformity in distri-
bution of cases in the differ-
entregions,” he said. —TANS

Will never forget their
bravery and sacrifice:
Rajnath Singh

_E‘E‘jﬂ

NEW DELHI, May 3: Of-
fering condolences on martyr-
dom of five security person-
nel, including a decorated
colonel of the Indian Army, in
an encounter with terrorists
Jammu and Kashmir’s in
Handwara, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Sunday
that their sacrifice and brav-
ery will never be forgotten.

He said, “The loss of our
soldiers and security person-
nelin Handwara J&K) is deep-
ly disturbing and painful. They
showed exemplary courage in
their fight against the terror-
ists and made supreme sacri-
fice while serving the country.
We will never forget their
bravery and sacrifice.”

The minister said that he of-
fers his tributes to the soldiers
and security personnel who fell
in action. “My heart goes out
to the families who lost their
loved ones today. India stands
shoulder to shoulder with the
families of these brave mar-
tyrs,” the minister tweeted.

Saluting these personnel,
the Chief of Defence Staff
General Bipin Rawat said that
operations in Handwara high-

light the determination of the
security forces to safeguard
the lives of the people.
“Commanding Officer
leading from the front along
with other personnel of the
unit and J&K Police have laid
down their lives, living upto
the motto; Service Before
Self,” General Rawat said.
He also said that the Armed
Forces are proud of their cour-
age as they have successfully
eliminated the terrorists. “We
salute these brave personnel
and express our deep felt con-
dolences for the bereaved
families,” he said.
Inastatement, Indian Army
said that based on the intelli-
gence input that terrorists
were taking the civilian in-
mates ofa house in Changimul-
la at Handwara of Kupwara
district hostage, a joint opera-
tion was launch by Army and
Jammu and Kashmir Police.
“A team comprising of five
Army and J&K Police person-
nel entered the target area
occupied by the terrorists to
evacuate the civilians. The
team of Army and JK Police
entered the target area and
successfully extricated the
civilian,” Indian Army said.
The force stated that dur-
ing the process, the team
was subjected to heavy vol-
ume of fire by the terrorists.
“In the ensuing fire fight
two terrorists were eliminat-
ed and the team of five army
and J&K personnel compris-
ing of two Army officers, two
Army soldiers and one J&K
Police Sub Inspector attained
martyrdom,” Indian Army
said. — [ANS
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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light
can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love

can do that.
— MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

The Assam Cribune

Media interaction

Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal had held an in-
teractive session with editors and senior journalists of
Assam not only to provide a broad perspective about
the coronavirus-related developments in the State, but
also to get their perspective on the situation in the re-
gion and suggestions on the roadmap which needs to be
drawn up in the coming days. He had very rightly asked
the media to exercise restraint while reporting news
and to ensure that data is properly verified; otherwise
false reporting could lead to adverse consequences.
Citing an example, he referred to an untrue report made
by a section of the media that one member of the NSG
detailed for his security had been infected by Covid-19,
and opined that such unverified news can create chaos
in the Government mechanism. He too correctly assert-
ed that the media was the conscience keeper and opin-
ion moulder of society and its role was to disseminate
news, generate awareness and act as a bridge between
the administration and the general public. It was reas-
suring to learn from the CM that the supply chain of
essential commodities in the State has been maintained,
and, in view of the possible floods during the monsoons,
work on repair of embankments was under way. The
outlining of the strategy being adopted to monitor the
movement of people from outside entering the region
was equally reassuring.

The participants from the media made a number of
suggestions which the Government needs to heed. For
instance, it was suggested that if floods do occur, schools
should not be converted into relief camps since this would
mean further loss of school hours for students, who are
already remaining absent due to the pandemic. In the
light of the need to keep the State insulated from Covid-
19 through rigorous monitoring of entrants, the sugges-
tion that watch be kept on rural roads in border districts
through which unwanted elements could sneak in was of
particular relevance. The Government also took note of
the suggestion that police personnel be subjected to Cov-
1d-19 tests to ensure their protection and promised to set
it into motion. The economic distress which has hit almost
every sector has afflicted the media establishments too,
in particular the print media. With most measures, such
as the reduction of duties on newsprint, being in the hands
of the Centre, naturally the State Government is not in a
position to offer much by way of alleviation. However, it is
well known that the regional media is to a great extent
dependent on government advertisements, thus the
CM'’s assurance that there would be regular and quick
payment of such dues is to be welcomed. All in all, the
fruitfulness of such interactions was apparent on this oc-
casion and it is expected that it would be a continuous,
periodic process.

Swine fever outbreak

As if the woes stemming from the Covid-19 pandemic
were not enough, a massive outhreak of African Swine
Fever (ASF) has hit the State, affecting thousands of do-
mestic pigs in quick time. Given the near hundred per
cent fatality rate of the pestilence, a large number of
animal fatalities is a foregone conclusion, with some 2,500
pigs already perishing in six districts of the State. Pig-
gery being a rewarding and popular venture in the re-
gion which provides livelihood to thousands of families,
the developments are bound to trigger a perilous eco-
nomic fallout for those engaged in pig-rearing. Signifi-
cantly, this is the first time India has been hit by AFS
which — after it had originated in Kenya in 1921 - affect-
ed many countries across Africa, Europe and Asia in re-
cent decades. The Bhopal-based NIHSAD has confirmed
the disease that has been prevalent in the State for the
past one week or so to be ASE The task ahead of the
State Government is clear and it has to act on a war foot-
ing to contain the spread of the epidemic. Any laxity will
cost the State dear, as the disease does not have any
vaccine or treatment till date. The only way out is to iden-
tify all the areas where the disease has been reported
and create containment zones. This will require coordi-
nation among various departments and the administra-
tion, more so in view of the lockdown-induced restric-
tions on transportation, gatherings, etc. As the disease
can infect pigs through humans as carrier, inspection and
treatment of pigs will have to be done with utmost care
and safeguards. Given that Assam has a large population
of wild boars and they are often found to be intermingling
with domestic pigs near their habitats, the dangers ema-
nating from the swine fever could be catastrophic for the
wildlife as well.

In view of the seriousness of the situation, the Centre
has also issued directives to the State Government for
checking the spread of ASE It is also likely that the au-
thorities will have to go for culling of affected pigs to
contain the outbreak. A high-power committee with sci-
entists, farmers’ representatives and departmental offi-
cials has been formed to monitor the situation closely and
execute the relevant guidelines strictly. Another imper-
ative is to build the capacity of the State’s veterinary labs
for quick and efficient surveillance. In Assam, the source
of spread of the disease is yet to be ascertained even as
the disease spread rapidly after it was first witnessed at
Jonai. The general practice of throwing the carcasses of
the diseased pigs to rivers and rivulets, delay in impos-
ing restriction on pig movement and sale of pork, and
unscientific method of pig rearing have been factors that
triggered a rapid spread of the outbreak.

Some lessons as we prepare for Lockdown 3.0

B MA Kalam

ovid-19 is a jolt to the
way we work and live.
The response, what the
IMF has called ‘the
Great Lockdown’, was a different
kind of jolt. Now, the lifting of the
lockdown will be a different kind of
jolt and return to normalcy won'’t
be seamless. As we near the end
of Lockdown 2.0, the question is
about the nature of Lockdown 3.0.
The Government is unlikely to lift
the lockdown across the nation in
one go. More significantly, our
commercial centres and some key
urban cities, notably the financial
centre Mumbai, are unlikely to
have any relaxation so that the par-
tial restoration of the supply chain
will pose problems of its own kind.
Consider that of the 100 most
populated urban wards in India, 43
are located in Maharashtra; Great-
er Mumbai alone accounts for 41 of
these. In Gujarat, Ahmedabad, Su-
rat and Vadodara have 20, 11 and 10
such wards respectively, contribut-
ing a total of 41 of these. The rest of
the country accounts for just 16
most populated urban wards. The
denser the area, the higher the af-
fected cases is the simple equation.
Hence, Maharashtra and Gujarat
will have to work out their strate-
gies on a completely different plane
as compared to the rest of the coun-
try, both presently as well as in the
post-lockdown context.
In effect, going by the figures that
we have as regards the rate at which

cases are being detected, treated,
and the number of people succumb-
ing to the disease in different parts
of the country, it appears as though
each State has to work out its own
unique plan post this second phase
of lockdown that has end-

lockdown situation.

We are in this kind of a situation
because of mistakes, grave ones,
made right from the beginning in
delaying the suspension of interna-
tional flights and in planning for the
lockdown. Whatever the ostensible
reasons (Whether hosting President

ed on the 3rd of May.
Also, the strategies have
to be different for differ-
ent geographic locations
even in the same State as
the urban conglomerates
have entirely different
density and settlement
patterns as compared to
the rural areas.

Just to give an example,
the handling of migrant la-
bour will necessarily have
to be different in States
that receive the so-called
guest workers. Kerala has
around 31 lakhs of them;
other States have much
less. But there have been
no issues in Kerala in handling the
migrant labour, whereas Mumbai
and places in Gujarat have witnessed
violent scenes. Kerala already had
plans on hand while the other State
governments have been found
wanting. The point is, the Central
advisories in a blanket manner have
little meaning. Micro-level planning
at each State level as regards vari-
ous aspects has to be dealt with at
that particular State level. We will
need administrative ingenuity in dif-
ferent ways to be shown in the post-

The lesson we must draw from
this is that sudden jolts are
never good for people,
administrators and the
economy. Thus, the lifting of
the lockdown, or its
continuation in part where it is
deemed necessary to stop the
spread of Covid-19, should be
transparently discussed and
announced well in advance.

Trump, end-February, and the top-
pling of the Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress Government, end March, were
the motives or not), the right time
to act was around the last week of
January, not the last week of March!

Testing, the most minimum, was
started at the international airports
of India quite late; around the sec-
ond week of March. But then only
thermal screening was introduced.
All those who did not show any
symptoms of fever were let go and
those who had fever, some of which

could have been unconnected with
the coronavirus, that is, the false
positives, were expectedly isolat-
ed/quarantined. One cannot quar-
rel with that. On the other hand, a
multitude were let go since they
were asymptomatic. That is where
the big mistake happened — those
who went through the
‘green channel’ could
have been carriers, and
as it was realized later,
they in fact were. These
negative results through
thermal screening were
undoubtedly false nega-
tives. The State woke up
tardily and started
searching and chasing
these false negatives,
from the lists of airline
passengers, quite late.
Meanwhile, it is not just
likely, but for sure these
false negatives have in-
fected those they came
in contact with. And
those contacts have in-
fected others in an ever-widening
circle. That has been a colossal, and
unforgivable, failure on the part of
decision-makers in India. Current-
ly, there are ongoing desperate
measures to undo these lapses; but
the cases they have to deal with
have expanded tremendously due
to the earlier lapses.

Also, the suddenness of the lock-
down versus a plan to watch care-
fully, pre-announce steps and stop
anxieties would have been a better
way to roll out a complete stop-

page of all economic activity. That
would have ensured that the prob-
lem of migrant workers would have
been minimized. The lesson we
must draw from this is that sudden
jolts are never good for people,
administrators and the economy.
Thus, the lifting of the lockdown,
or its continuation in part where it
is deemed necessary to stop the
spread of Covid-19, should be
transparently discussed and an-
nounced well in advance. This will
keep people ready, administrators
prepared and will allow for an ad-
justment with minimum anxiety
and stress. It can help contain fur-
ther disruptions.

We also need to be mindful of the
terminology. ‘Social distancing’ as
aterm has historically been used in
India in the context of caste and the
associated aspects of discrimination
and untouchability. An appropriate
and meaningful phrase is ‘physical
distancing’ which does convey that
distance has to be maintained in the
physical sense between those who
interact.

We might consider that distanc-
ing is here to stay and will also like-
ly change the way we work, travel
and consume. These are huge be-
havioural changes that will proba-
bly impact the way we return to
business and will influence the con-
tours of our post-Covid growth.
Many existing models will die and
new ones are being written even
as the epidemic chips away at our
existing globalized world order.

(The Billion Press)

Corona pandemic and higher education

B Ankuran Dutta, Anupa Lahkar Goswami

ndian higher education can

boast of being one of the torch-

bearers among many develop-

ing nations with a rich pletho-
ra of dynamic content. The higher
education architecture in the coun-
try has grown exponentially in the
length and breadth of the country,
particularly in the post-independ-
ence period, and has stealthily
grown into the largest system of
its kind in the world. While this ex-
ponential growth is often hindered
by shortcomings that include fi-
nancing and management including
access, equity and relevance, reo-
rientation of programmes by lay-
ing emphasis on health conscious-
ness, values and ethics and quality
of higher education together with
the assessment of institutions and
their accreditation. These issues
were evaluated by the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
through different deliberations
since they lay a strong foundation
for the education sector which is a
powerful tool to build a knowledge-
based information society of this
century.

The even semesters start from
the month of January and the peri-
od between March and May are mid
semesters in higher education in-
stitutions; these are a crucial time
for academic activities, where full-
term classes are held only for a span
of three-and-a-half months of a se-
mester. But, due to sudden yet eva-
sive coronavirus pandemic, all in-

stitutions were compelled to shut
down in between the mid-semes-
ter. This could possibly affect the
higher education scenario in differ-
ent ways. Having left with no op-
tions, lockdown was the only pos-
sible way out to manage this tre-
mendous crisis. Now such a crucial
step should be assisted with wise
academic decisions, proactive
enough to bail out an academic year
of crores of students as well as give
aroadmap for future prospects. To
understand this, it would be perti-
nent for us to have a look on the
present scenario of higher educa-
tion in the country.

The AISHE-2019 reveals the
fact that Indian higher education
comprises 53,620 institutions with
3 crore 70 lakh students. There are
a total of 41,901 colleges, 10,726
standalone institutions and 993 uni-
versities, out of which 394 univer-
sities are located in rural areas. Out
of 14 lakh teachers engaged in high-
er education, 11 lakh teachers teach
in the colleges, 1,58,000 teachers
in universities and 1,47,000 teach-
ers are employed in standalone in-
stitutions. A total of 2 crore 60 lakh
students study in different colleg-
es, followed by 70 lakh students in
universities and 20 lakh in the stan-
dalone institutions. The total en-
rolment in higher education has
been estimated to be 3 crore 74
lakhs with 48.6% female enrol-
ment. The Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education in India

is 26.3%, out of which distance ed-
ucation contributes 10.62%.

Due to the ongoing coronavirus
lockdown, in all the institutions, a
total of about one crore academic
hours are compromised, which will
be rather difficult to compensate.
The UGC through its advisory in-
structed all the institutes to con-
tinue classes in online mode as per
feasibility and engage ICT tools for
academic discourse. The teaching
communities are requested to
make use of various online tools in
order to reach out to the students.
To assist this endeavour, there are
many open access tools available,
which are already used by many
universities and colleges. For ex-
ample, many departments of Gau-
hati University have been using
different online tools, such as live
online classes through Skype, use
of YouTube with recorded lectures,
NPTEL materials, Google Class-
room, live online classes through
Piazza, Zoom, EasyClass, etc. With
the availability of high speed mo-
bile networks, online live classes
from home became a reality and
many success stories have
emerged in the process of engag-
ing the students effectively using
different online applications. De-
spite the fact that the attendance
rate in the classes are not more
than 80% in aggregate due to the
technical glitch, it restricts a siza-
ble number of students to avail
these opportunities.

The UGC advisory has instruct-
ed the faculty members to develop
online teaching content, such as in-
structional materials using Moo-
dles, PowerPoint presentations, re-
cording video lessons and even au-
dio teaching materials that can be
shared through different content
sharing platforms and messaging
applications like WhatsApp, Mes-
senger, Imo, Viber, etc.

The UGC’s recommendation for
the faculty members and students
has been to avail maximum benefit
from various digital/ICT initiatives
of MHRD, UGC and its Inter Uni-
versity Centres. Among the ICT
facilities, SWAYAM is one of the
most user friendly MOOC (mas-
sive open online course) platforms,
which was designed to achieve the
three cardinal principles of educa-
tion policy, viz., access, equity and
quality. The objective of this effort
is to take the best teaching-learn-
ing resources to all, including the
most disadvantaged. SWAYAM
seeks to bridge the digital divide
for students who have hitherto re-
mained untouched by the digital
revolution and have not been able
to join the mainstream of the
knowledge economy. Swayampra-
bha is another ICT facility for view-
ing digital courses on television.
The government facilitates differ-
ent digital contents through Na-
tional Digital Library, e-PG Path-
shala, Shodhganga, e-ShodhSindhu
and Shodhgangotri. To accelerate
hands-on learning, the Govern-
ment initiated e-Yantra that creates

laboratories for training in embed-
ded systems in collaboration with
IIT Bombay. FOSSEE is a provi-
sion that allows access for use of
open source software. Spoken Tu-
torial and Virtual Labs are also re-
markable initiatives for self-train-
ing and virtual experiments.

The recommendations set for-
ward by the UGC have been vi-
sionary, provided the application of
such facilities are widely accepted
and applied by the teaching frater-
nity who have to understand that
Asian countries have not compro-
mised on the teaching-learning time
even at the wake of such crises.
Also, there are risks of many stu-
dents having to drop a valuable ac-
ademic year due to extra months
added to the course completion
while many others might simply
engage in alternative areas.

Nevertheless, it depends on the
commitment of the faculty members
of higher education institutes how
they consider their role in such a
situation when other occupations
like doctors and administration are
waging a war against the virus, the
teaching fraternity and equip the
new age students with knowledge
and teach them the value of time. It
is only responsibility and accounta-
bility to the service that can enable
teachers to engage their students
by providing quality instructions to
utilize this lockdown period, because
nobody knows for how long the lock-
down extends in the country and
how socially and economically it
could impact the lives of many.

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Sir, — Through the columns of
your esteemed daily, [ would like
to express my deep concern for
the students of Assam University.
Being a former student of the
institute, with my past experienc-
es, I would like to state that the
university since its inception has
been running obdurately. One of
the many such obduracies is
observed primarily in the
conduction of their PG examina-
tions. While many of the premier
institutes of our State have the
provision of conducting arrear
exams for the students 45 days
after the announcement of the
results, the students of Assam
University have to suffer the loss
of a year if they happen to have a
backlog, as the re-examinations
are conducted only a year later
along with the regular students.
Moreover, if the students resort
to re-scrutiny, it would take half of
the year for the results to
manifest because of the lackadaisi-
cal attitude of the exam-conduct-
ing machinery. In a high edge
competitive world, a year lost

Academic loss in Assam University

indeed is a big deal, and at a bleak
hour as such, it is no less than any
nightmare not just for the
students, but for the people
related to them as well. The
authorities should at least by now
realize the exigency of the
situation and formulate a mecha-
nism for the conduct of the arrear
examinations whereby they could
minimize the losses that are being
caused to the students. Yours etc.,
RUPAM KHOUND, Doom
Dooma.

Great loss

Sir, — It is a matter of great
sorrow that we have lost one of
the prominent writers of the
State as well as a freedom fighter,
Anil Roychowdhury. He was
widely acclaimed for his progres-
sive writings and socio-cultural
research-oriented works such as
Namoni Asomor Samajik
Potbhumi, Asomiya Samaj aru
Nabavaishnavbad, Asomor Samaj
Itihasot Nabavaishnavbad,
Asomiya Bhasar Darson, Asomot
Bangladeshi, etc. He had
participated in the trade union
movement and raised his voice for
peasants’ and workers’ rights. He
was also a member of the Natun

Sahitya Parishad. May his soul
rest in eternal peace. Yours etc.,
RUPAK G DUARAH, Rajahnagar,
Guwahati.

Post-lockdown scene
Sir, — The pouring of funds to
help the agriculture sector
including the tea industry within
the State will be of outmost
significance post lockdown.
Revamping the medical infrastruc-
ture to cope up with OPDs
concerning various non-Covid-19
diseases maintaining social
distancing norms is also necessary.
New recruitments to various posts
need to be initiated, to absorb local
talent who will be in dire need of
jobs, post lockdown. Economic
development such as construction
works should be given priority in
the green zone districts within
Assam, so that businesses can
return to normalcy in the days to
come, also it would directly benefit
the unorganized sector. The
various schools, colleges and
universities of Assam should be
guided by the Education Ministry
of the State to formulate new
guidelines for mitigating the time
that was lost during the lockdown,
underlining the fact that the

educational institutions are lenient
towards the students’ fraternity.
Hopefully, when normalcy is
restored in the coming weeks,
inter-district travel can also be
made feasible within the green
zones without any restrictions,
subject to prior governmental
scrutiny and policy. Yours etc.,
BANRA] KALITA, Guwahati.

Praiseworthy deed

Sir, — As the nationwide
lockdown continued in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic, many
poor and needy people received
the helping hands of some good
Samaritans. Though some did this
act as a measure of popularity, the
rest did this as a humane gesture.

In this context, I need to
mention about a woman officer of
the Assam Police, Jikirani
Mahanta, ACP, Noonmati who in a
beautiful gesture has extended
help to some needy people,
especially a few old widows in the
Noonmati area of the city. Such an
act of the lady police officer
deserves praise. I would like to
request the Chief Minister who
holds the Home portfolio to
encourage such woman police
officers who have really done

something to get the blessings of
the ones in distress. Yours etc.,
PRANJAL BHUYAN, Gitanagar,
Guwahati.

Community transmission
Sir, — The four Covid-19 cases
recently reported from Bon-
gaigaon district have triggered a
panic not only among the people of
Bongaigaon but also for other
districts of Assam. According to
the news reports, the four patients
had no travel history and neither
had they come in direct contact
with the Nizamuddin Markaz
attendees. Though Health
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
stated that the four cases cannot
be termed a community transmis-
sion, however, the question
remains how and when they came
in contact with the virus. How
many people came in contact with
these persons? If this becomes the
first community transmission case
in Assam, then it could be the
worst-case scenario. [ hope this
doesn’t happen. Yours etc.,
SAMU]JJAL RAY, Chirang.

Articles (within 1000-1100 words) and
Letters to the Editor for publication in
the editorial page may be sent to the
email ID: editor@assamtribune.com.
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Food being distributed among needy people at Fancy Bazar during the lockdown, in Guwahati on Sunday. — UB Photos

44,251 get jobs since resumption
of works under MGNREGA

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: The State Pan-
chayat and Rural Development has start-
ed works under the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act MGNREGA) for providing assist-
ance to economically and socially vul-
nerable sections of people across rural
areas of Assam to compensate their dai-
ly wages during nationwide COVID 19-
induced lockdown.

Following resumption of works un-
der the MGNREGA, 44,251 members
of 34,307 families have been provided
work till now.

Under MGNREGA, every interest-
ed family is issued a job card where all
eligible members’ names may be incor-
porated for wage-based employment.

“At present, the wage under the
scheme is enhanced to Rs 213. In im-

plementation of the scheme during this
lockdown period, government norms
like social distancing, wearing masks and
frequently washing hands with soap are
strictly adhered to,” an official release
said.

P&RD Minister Naba Kumar Doley
has urged the people who have come
back from other states and now have to
stay without engagement, to apply for
job card immediately in their respec-
tive Gaon Panchayats so that they might
also be provided wage employment to
cope with present crisis.

“The department has already issued
guidelines for it. He has also advocated
for the same for other families who are
willing to get wage employment but yet
to apply job card. The PMAYG benefici-
aries may ensure 95 days’ employment
by constructing their own houses. Min-
ister Doley is relentlessly monitoring

the whole initiatives taken by the P&RD
department to help the poor people of
rural areas of the State,” it added.

The wage-based employment under
MGNREGA started with special thrust
upon water conservation, irrigation, re-
pairing of roads and individual benefici-
ary schemes to help the poor in earning
sustainable livelihood.

“Arrangement has also been made to
keep a good number of sanctioned
schemes, so that every wage employ-
ment seeker may be engaged in work
during this crisis. Principal Secretary of
P&RD, Assam, Dr JB Ekka, and Com-
missioner Hemen Das urged the field
officials of the department to serve the
needy people through fruitful imple-
mentation of the schemes with dedica-
tion and commitment, so that the vul-
nerable section may be benefitted in let-
ter and spirit,” it said.

WEATHER

Lockdown deals huge

blow to artisans

LOCAL FORECAST:

Partly cloudy sky with
with one or two spells of
rain/thundershower is
very likely to occur.
Maximum and minimum

temperatures are most
likely to be 34°C & 21°C
respectively on Monday.

TEMPERATURE:
Max 34.0°C
Min  21.1°C

GMC eviction
drive against

illegal vendors
CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
Guwahati Municipal Corpora-
tion (GMC) has been carrying
out an eviction drive against
unauthorized and unhygienic
poultry shops, vegetable ven-
dors, illegal hoardings and ban-
ners across the city. Altogeth-
er Rs 79,000 has been collect-
ed as fine so far. The drive has
been conducted under the su-
pervision of its Commission-
er Devajyoti Hazarika.

“A section of vegetable
vendors as well as fish, chick-
en, mutton vendors in Gu-
wabhati are operating without
valid authorisation from the
district administration and at
exorbitant prices, by defying
COVID-19 protocol including
social distancing norms. The
Veterinary Branch of GMC
seized 426 kg chicken and
fish, 380 kg vegetables and
10 plates of egg during the
drive. The seized items have
been distributed to various
welfare organisations and
shelter homes in the city,”
the source added.

“The GMC’s hoarding
branch dismantled over 1,000
kiosks from different parts of
the city. It dismantled 195 ki-
osks on Panbazar road, 84 on
MG Road up to Jalukbari, 153
at Chandmari, 48 on RGB
Road up to Ganeshguri point,
156 from RGB Road to Gee-
tanagar Road, 172 from Ma-
ligaon, 159 from Chandmari
to Bamunimaidam, 119 on
BK Kakati Road and 90 from
Lalganesh to Lakhara,” a
source said. Five hoardings
and 966 banners have already
been removed.

The GMC today sanitised
the Administrative Staff Col-
lege, various hotels across the
city, and over 70 bylanes.

RITURAJ BORTHAKUR

GUWAHATT, May 3: The lockdown has
hit the handloom and handicrafts sector hard
and it might take more than a year for it to
recover, leaving lakhs of artisans and work-
ers associated with it worried.

The tourism industry is shut down and
this will directly impact the handicrafts sec-
tor, because tourists play

The Govt

Neog has trained over 1,000 youths in
handicrafts and all these youths, who used
to earn a livelihood through it, have been
left in the lurch.

Naveen Sood of Canecraft & Allied In-
dustries said there will be no trade fairs or
exhibition for some time as such events
have been banned. “It will have a big im-
pact on this sector as the craftsmen used to
depend on exhibitions

abig role as they are the and trade fairs for their

main customers. needs to 100k sale and orders,” Sood
“As there will be no into the said.

conferences, meetings, 2 He felt that even after

etc., in the coming ‘ ?ﬁg]:gleegsrlgs the lockdown is lifted,

months, this will have a

the handicrafts sector

serious impact on the sale 1t 1:13.8 been will not be able to sustain
of gamusa and confer- domg 1N CaS€ itself for at least six to
ence folders indigenous- of agricu]ture eight months.

ly made from cane bam- “These are not essen-

boo and water reed, and wood-carving sou-
venirs,” award-winning master craftsman
Sapon Neog from Tezpur said.

Before the start of monsoon, the crafts-
man dealing in indigenous items like cane,
bamboo, wood carvings, jute, water reed,
etc., and the handicrafts industry stock their
raw materials. “However, due to the lock-
down, they will be unable to do it this time.
The rainy season is about to begin,” Neog

tial items used on a daily basis. So, hardly,
there will be any clients to buy it,” Sood
added.

Many artisans said that the government
needs to look into the problems in the sec-
tor, as it has been doing in case of agricul-
ture. There are 12.50 lakh weavers pres-
ently engaged in the handloom sector in
Assam. The number of people directly or
indirectly involved in the handicrafts sector

explained.

could be over 4 lakh.

Tight security at Jorabat

CORRESPONDENT

JORABAT, May 3: In view
of the opening of inter-state
borders of Assam with the
other northeastern states
today, the Assam Police has
tightened security at the in-
ter-state border checkpoint
here and police and medical
surveillance teams have also

been deployed in the area.
The teams are screening
and maintaining data of eve-
ry person coming from the
neighbouring states, while
also urging the people to ad-
here to the lockdown guide-
lines and to maintain social
distancing to break the novel
coronavirus chain, said a po-
lice official from the Jorabat

police outpost.

A total of 33 persons have
come back to their home
state Assam from Meghalaya
through Jorabat checkpost
today. The majority of the
people who entered the State
through Jorabat today were
the labourers, who came on
foot from Byrnihat and the
nearby areas.
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NF Railway adopts strategy
to help Govt in COVID fight

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has adopted a multi-
pronged strategy to assist
the government in the fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Several measures have
been taken by the Indian Rail-
ways to boost the efforts of
the Central and the respec-
tive state governments in
the fight against COVID-19.
Accordingly, we, in the
NFR, which serves the
Northeastern states as well
as parts of West Bengal and
Bihar, have adopted a multi-
pronged strategy in this re-
gard,” said a senior officials
of NF Railway.

“Our zone is also lending a
helping hand through innova-
tions. The workshops and
sheds in NFR are making in-
novative hands free wash ba-
sins for use of staff at work
places and we are also in-
volved in repairing and con-
struction of hospital beds,

side tables and hospital trol-
leys, among other items as
per requirement,” he said,
adding NFR is contributing
to reinforce the health infra-
structure in this region.

“NFR has modified 315 pas-
senger coaches as isolation
coaches, providing about
2,500 isolation beds which will
be made available to the
Health authorities as and
when required. It has also
equipped the existing Railway
hospitals to meet the COV-
ID-19 needs, earmarking 170
hospital beds as isolation beds,
arranging about 800-bed
quarantine facilities and re-
cruiting additional doctors and
paramedics to deal with any
exigency,” said the official.

He said that as a part of
the effort to equip its offi-
cials and staff with basic safe-
ty equipment, the zonal rail-
way has produced more
than 2,500 litres of hand san-
itizers and over 76,000 re-
usable face masks for use by
its on-duty staff.

“Masks are being made by

staff working from their re-
spective home at various lo-
cations like Agartala, Alipur-
duar, Lumding, Silchar, Kati-
har, Tinsukia and Rangiya,
while hand sanitizers are be-
ing produced in the various
depots and workshops. We
are also making Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE)
for the doctors and para-
medic staff at our work-
shops,” the source added.
He said the NFR is trans-
porting essential commodi-
ties to all areas under its ju-
risdiction to avoid shortages.
“We are making all-out ef-
forts to ensure that there is
no shortage of essential com-
modities like sugar, salt and
edible oil for consumption of
the citizens during the nation-
wide lock down. With the ac-
tive support from the respec-
tive state governments, the
loading, transportation and
unloading of these essential
commodities are going on
smoothly and during this pe-
riod around 600 rakes have
been unloaded in various

goods sheds located at differ-
ent parts of NFR,” he said.

He said NF Railway is op-
erating parcel express trains
as per fixed time table to des-
tinations like Agartala, Dibru-
garh, Dimapur and Mendip-
athar to facilitate transporta-
tion of essential goods in
small quantities. More than
90 parcel trains have run till
date to carry goods to differ-
ent parts under NFR’s juris-
diction as per requirement.

The official added, “We are
carrying out humanitarian ef-
forts during these difficult
times, like providing free
meals to the needy section of
society who lack means to
cope with the lockdown situ-
ation. We have provided
more than one lakh free
meals till date.”

He said over 90 per cent of
the employees of NFR and
their families have download-
ed the Arogya Setu App. The
App had been launched by the
Union government on April 2
to check spread of COVID-19
among the population.

City buses to
operate again

from today
CITY CORRESPONDENT

GUWAHATI, May 3:
City buses will be allowed
to operate in Guwahati
from tomorrow, but only
with 50 per cent passen-
gers during the lockdown,
stated an official release.

From Monday, 100 city
buses will resume opera-
tion in Guwahati between
6.30 am and 5 pm. The en-
tire ticketing will have to
be done through the Chal-
lo app, the release stated.

Passengers will not be
allowed to travel without
wearing masks. They
may wear gloves while
entering the vehicle. Pas-
sengers will not be al-
lowed to travel standing.

Spitting, too, will not
be allowed anywhere —be
at the bus stand or inside
and outside the vehicle.
Violation of all these
norms by passengers or
staff will invite legal action,
the release said.

No bus staff will be al-
lowed to pick up wayside
passengers who have not
purchased digital tickets,
or have not booked their
tickets in advance. Bus op-
erators will not be al-
lowed to carry any animal
or animal product.

Stranded labourers

sent back

GUWAHATI, May 4: The
Azara Circle Office has ex-
tended its help in safely send-
ing 363 daily wage labourers
who were stranded in the
western part of the city to
their respective places in the
last three days.

The entire process was in-
spected, supervised and ac-
complished by field officer
Ajay Majumder as directed
by Mrinal Borah, CO, Azara
Revenue Circle, stated a
press release issued here on
Sunday.

Discussion on revival of handloom, handicraft sector

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
Indian Chamber of Commerce
organised a webinar on the
topic “The Impact of Corona-
virus Outbreak on Handloom
and Handicrafts of North East
India and its revival strategy’
in the city on Saturday.

The objective of the semi-
nar was to assess the damage
caused by the coronavirus out-
break in the handloom and
handicrafts of Northeast India,
revival strategy for the hand-
loom and handicrafts sector in
the region, ways and means to
restore the broken supply
chain of handloom and handi-
crafts products and enabling
the marketing of the produc-
es, survival strategy for the

exporters and financial incen-
tive requisite for the revival of
the sector.

The webinar was moderat-
ed by Ishantor Sobhapandit,
regional director, Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce, North-
East Initiative.

The meeting was repre-
sented by panellists from the
Government of India and in-
dustry players from the
North-east, including S Ban-
dopadhyaya, director (East
Zone), Weavers’ Service Cen-
tre Guwahati DC (Hand-
looms), Union Ministry of Tex-
tiles; VP Thakur, regional di-
rector (NER), Development
Commissioner (Handicrafts),
Union Ministry of Textiles; Dr
Shailendra Chowdhury, man-
aging director, North East

Handicrafts & Handlooms
Development Corporation
Ltd., Union Ministry of DoN-
ER; Winfred Warshong, direc-
tor, Meghalaya Handloom and
Handicrafts Development
Corporation Limited; Dilip
Barooah, managing director,
Fabric Plus Pvt Ltd; Arita
Kashyap Bhowmick, proprie-
tor, Doyna; and Dr Arnab Ban-
erjee, assistant professor, De-
partment of Fashion Manage-
ment Studies, NIFT, Shillong.
Bandopadhyaya highlighted
the plight of the craftsmen and
weavers who would be most
affected by the pandemic. He
laid stress on e-commerce plat-
forms which can be utilised for
the dispatch of products by the
artisans and weavers.
Bandopadhyaya further said

that potential handloom pro-
duction agencies need to be
identified to carry out supply
of masks and other clothing
materials.

VP Thakur talked about the
current situation and also
shared his foresight regarding
the transaction of goods online.

Shailendra Chowdhury dis-
cussed the present situation
and emphasised on market in-
telligence and e-marketing as
atool to handle the current sit-
uation. Winfred Warshong
spoke about the mask-making
initiative of the Government
of Meghalaya wherein over
one lakh masks have been
made and those would be dis-
tributed among the citizens of
Meghalaya through hospitals
and medical centres.

CM urges varsity professors
to keep students motivated

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3: Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today held a telephonic con-
ference with the professors and associate pro-
fessors of different universities of the State
and sought their views and opinions regard-
ing the prevailing situation due to the COV-

ID-19 pandemic.

“Every crisis brings opportunity with it and
we must consider this difficult phase as an op-
portunity to build a new Assam by identifying
our inherent strengths. Teachers are seen as
guides of the society and to break the stagna-
tion brought by COVID-19 and revive the so-
cio-economic condition of the State, the sug-
gestion offered by professors of universities
would go a long way in formulating future ac-
tion plans,” the Chief Minister said.

Thanking the teachers and students of uni-
versities for their cooperation in making both
phases of the lockdown successful, Sonowal
called for their support in the extended peri-
od of lockdown as well and sought their active
participation in making the people aware about
the observance of COVID-19 health and hy-
giene protocols. Teachers occupy a special
place in the society and hence, their role in
spreading the right information regarding so-
cial distancing, hand washing, etc. was very

crucial, he said.

Saying that students’ learning process had

been affected by the lockdown, Sonowal un-
derlined the role of teachers in the present
scenario through increased use of technology
as alterative to classroom teaching methods.
He called on the university teachers to devise
a strategy to teach those students in rural ar-

eas who do not have access to Internet con-

nection or smartphones while at the same time
maintaining social distancing norms.

During these difficult times, it was impor-
tant for the university teachers to keep the
students motivated by keeping in close touch
with them through telephone or social media
and providing them necessary academic guid-
ance, he said.

The Chief Minister also took various sug-
gestions from university professors about
preparing the future framework for continu-
ing educational development in the State and
they also apprised him about the ways stu-
dents are being taught during the lockdown.

The teachers also thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for taking timely and swift action by the
state government to contain COVID-19 out-
break in the State.

Notably, 2,645 professors and associate pro-
fessors of 11 universities of the state partici-
pated in the telephonic conference today.

Appeal to look mnto cases
of police ‘mnaction’

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 3:
Leader of the Opposition in
the Assam Legislative As-
sembly Debabrata Saikia has
called upon the Assam Police
Accountability Commission
to look into two recent cases
of alleged police ‘inaction’.

“I would like to request
you to look into police inac-
tion regarding two impor-
tant cases which may well
destroy communal harmony
and instigate social and com-
munal tension in Assam,”
Saikia stated in a letter to
the chairman of the Com-

mission.

He said that “a highly ob-
jectionable comment” was
made in a letter written by a
Foreigners Tribunal member
to a Cabinet Minister of As-
sam while making donation
for Assam CARE Fund,
which was reported in the
media.

“Another communally-col-
oured comment was posted
on the social media which
misrepresented a poem
written by Padma Shri awar-
dee and former Member of
Parliament Late Syed Abdul
Malik questioning the de-
ceased litterateur’s patriot-

ism and integrity,” stated
Saikia.

He added, “I think the As-
sam Police has a cyber cell
and regularly monitors
posts on the social media. In
spite of this, no action has
been taken against a section
of those who have posted/
uttered various remarks
which have damaged social
harmony in Assam. As such,
I hope you will direct the
Home & Political Affairs De-
partment, Government of
Assam, as well as the Assam
Police to initiate strict action
against the perpetrators in
question.”

Police capture a youth for violation of lockdown norms, at Lachit Nagar in Guwahati on
Sunday. — UB Photos
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Kerala CM draws flak for
‘ignoring’ stranded people

THIRUVANAN-
THAPURAM, May 3: Both
the Congress and the BJP to-
day slammed Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan for
failing to do anything to bring
back Keralites who are stuck
in various parts of the coun-
try, even as migrant workers
in the State have started to
leave for their home States.

“While many migrant la-
bourers from Bihar, Odisha
and other States, who were
stuck in Kerala after the lock-
down came into force, have
started making their way back
in trains, many Keralites who
for various reasons got stuck
in other parts of the country,
are still waiting to return. So
is the case with Keralites
stuck in the Middle East coun-
tries. It appears that the State
Government’s responsibility
is over after opening a web-
site for these people to regis-
ter to return. What happens
today is only a blame game

between the Centre and the
State,” said senior Congress
legislator KC Joseph, a
former State Minister for
Diaspora Affairs in the Oom-
men Chandy Government.

It was early this week that
the State Government
opened a website and by now
3.98 lakh Keralites in 201
countries and 1.38 lakh Ker-
alites within the country have
registered from various
States, wanting to return.

State BJP president K
Surendran told media per-
sons here that it was surpris-
ing to see that the Kerala
Government has done noth-
ing to get back its people
stuck in various parts of the
country and abroad.

Meanwhile, the Kerala Gov-
ernment has asked those stuck
outside the State to apply for
pass so that they can enter the
State through the borders,
which it shares with Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka. — JANS

Govt plan

(Contd from page 1)

However, the Government
is of the view that the persons
working or travelling abroad
are well off and they will have
to pay the expenses for their
return to India. The Govern-
ment will arrange special flights
to facilitate their return home.
Though the date for starting the
operation to bring back the
stranded Indians is yet to be
finalized, the process is likely
to start shortly.

Meanwhile, about 1,700
persons from Assam have ap-
plied through the Indian Em-
bassies of as many as 48 coun-
tries to return home and the
highest number of 325 persons
have applied from Kazakhstan,
followed by 253 from Philip-
pines and 215 from Kyrgyzstan.
Sources said that a number of
students from Assam are stud-
ying in countries like Kaza-
khstan and Kyrgyzstan and that
is why, the number of persons
seeking to return from these
countries is higher.

Sources said that according

to bring ...

to records available so far, 110
persons each have applied to
return to Assam from coun-
tries like Canada, Nepal and
Nigeria. Many people go for
work in Canada and Nigeria
and those seeking to return
home from Nepal are mostly
tourists.

As many as 96 persons are
seeking to return to Assam
from Singapore and a majori-
ty of them are believed to be
tourists. Though a large
number of people of Assam
are in countries like the USA
and Britain, not many have ap-
plied to return home. As per
records, 55 persons from As-
sam have applied to return
home from the USA and 34
from the United Kingdom.
People from Assam go to the
UAE both as tourists or to
work and 73 of them have ap-
plied to return home, while 27
have applied to return from
Saudi Arabia. Ukraine has a
number of students from As-
sam and 37 of them have ap-
plied to return home.

Swine fever came ...

(Contd from page 1)

As another preventive
measure, the department is
also contemplating culling of
infected pigs. But, according to
the minister, the department
prefers to save the pigs rather
than culling them. Moreover,
if needed, the culling will be
done zone-wise, where infec-
tion has already taken place.

Asperthe 2019 census, As-
sam had around 21 lakh pigs
but the number has increased
to around 30 lakh this year.

To prevent the disease, as
per the contingency plan is-
sued by the Central govern-
ment, the affected areas have
been classified into infected or
containment zone and surveil-
lance zone. The department
will also carry out awareness
camps across the State and in
every district a high-level
committee will look after the
implementation of the Central
government guidelines to con-
tain the disease.

The infected zone will cov-

er an area within a radius of
one km from an infected farm
and the surveillance zone will
cover an area within a radius
of 10 km from an infected farm.

Meanwhile, the minister as-
serted that there would be no
restriction on consumption of
meat of healthy pigs. Inter-State
movement of livestock carry-
ing vehicles has been banned in
view of the epidemic.

The department has also
temporarily stopped the vacci-
nation for classical swine fever
for 20 days. The vaccination
drive against the disease will
resume after the period as ex-
perts have been studying the
situation. In the next vaccina-
tion drive, the department will
use GPS tagging. The minis-
ter will also request Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal to
talk to his counterparts in the
other North Eastern States to
take action to prevent the dis-
ease. Bora also made it clear
that African swine fever has no
link with COVID-19.

Guidelines ...

(Contd from page 1)

B City buses, intra-district and inter-district buses shall operate
with 50 per cent capacity. Only 50 per cent of total number of
buses shall be allowed to operate and only under the authority of
ASTC. All vehicles which are allowed to ply are not permitted to
stop in the Red and Orange Zones but can only pass through.

B Govermment and private offices shall operate with 50 per cent of

employees.

B All tea shops, restaurants, ice-cream parlours, cooked food
outlets are allowed to operate on take away or home delivery

basis only.

B Barber shops, saloons and parlours shall continue to remain
closed. However, home visits of barber would be allowed after
following hygiene and sanitisation norms.

B No livestock carrying trucks shall be allowed to enter the State.
However, if there is any truck already loaded with livestock and
headed for any State outside Assam those may be allowed to
move to their destination without stopping in the State of Assam.

B E-Commerce for all commodities is allowed.

B Maintaining social distancing and arrangement for thermal scan-
ning, hand sanitization shall be the responsibility of the head of
the organization both public and private.

B Female employees, both private and public, with children below
5 years of age are not to attend office till May 17 when this will be

reviewed.

B Haats and bazaars including weekly markets shall remain closed

throughout the state.

B Movement of persons beyond the age of 65 years and below
the age of 12 years shall be restricted in public spaces except

for medical purposes.
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Stranded people boarding a special government-arranged bus to reach their respective native places, amid the lockdown
in Bengaluru on Sunday. — PTI

Migrant workers stage protests

in two towns of Telangana

HYDERABAD, May 3:

Days after 1,200 migrant
workers returned to their
homes by a train from Telan-
gana, scores of them staged
a protest in two towns today,
demanding they be allowed
to leave for their native plac-
es, while rumours of opera-
tion of a special train led to
many gathering here.

At Ramagundam in Peda-

palli district, about 500 mi-
grant workers staged a pro-
test and argued with the po-
lice when told that those
wishing to leave have to ap-
ply for e-passes to enable
them to reach their respec-
tive States.

“They squatted on the

road and argued with police

personnel. Anticipating vio-
lence and in order to prevent
any law-and-order problem,
the police dispersed them,”
a police official said.

Around 600 migrant work-
ers employed at a cotton mill
in Urkonda in Nagarkurnool
district staged a protest in
front of the unit with the same
demand.

Police explained to them
that there are procedures to
be followed and that they
should apply for e-passes, af-
ter which they dispersed.

Meanwhile, over 1,000
migrant labourers assembled
at Tolichowki area in Hydera-
bad to reach the railway sta-
tion following rumours that
the Government would op-

erate special trains for them.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (West Zone) AR Srini-
vas told reporters that work-
ers from Bihar, Jharkhand, Ut-
tar Pradesh, West Bengal and
Karnataka employed at various
establishments in the city, gath-
ered in the area following the
rumours.

“We collected their names
and told them that as and
when arrangements for trains
and buses are made, we will
inform them,” he said.

Police also assured them that
arrangements would be made
for them to get food, following
which they left, he said.

Police had on Saturday said
that those stranded in Telan-
gana and intending to leave

for their native states can
apply for e-passes by submit-
ting the required information
at tsp.koopid.ai/epass.

“After due verification ur
E-PASS will b sent to u, to
move ahead,” Telangana
DGP M Mahendar Reddy
had tweeted.

In another tweet on Sun-
day, Reddy said, “Those
who have already applied
will receive E-PASS at the
earliest possible hour. Due
to heavy load of hits, some
issues still persist & our
teams are on it to restore
the services by best. Hope
u all understand the con-
cern behind this initiation
& u all are requested to
support.” — PTI

IAF ...

(Contd from page 1)
In Guwahati, the solidarity

was shown in the form of
three Sukhoi-30 flying over
the State Legislative Assem-
bly. Flower petals were
dropped from an Air Force
Mi-17 helicopter on the city
COVID hospitals (GMCH
and Mahendra Mohan Choud-
hury Hospital), while at the
same time the Air Force band
played tunes for all the coro-
na warriors.

All doctors, nurses, para-

medical staff and other front-
line workers witnessed the
display of the armed forces and
expressed their gratitude.

In other parts of the State,

the Army also paid rich trib-
ute to police personnel who
are working tirelessly to en-
force a successful lockdown
across the State by laying
wreaths for the martyrs and
also honouring the corona
warriors.

CM...

(Contd from page 1)
Retired VC of the Assam

Agricultural University Dr
KM Bujarbarua, professor of
Gauhati University Dr Mad-
hurjya Bezbarua, associate
professor at Omeo Kumar
Das Institute of Social
Change and Development Dr
Joydeep Barua, Managing
Director
Gramin Vikash Nidhi Dr
Amiya Sarma, ARIAS Soci-
ety’s agribusiness consultant
Gautam Goswami, State or-
ganising
Bharatiya Kishan Sangha
Krishnakanta Bora and jour-
nalist Adip Kumar Phukan
are the other members of
the committee.

of Rashtriya

secretary of

On April 28, the Chief

Minister held an interactive
session with 29 eminent
economists of the State who
suggested several long-term
and short-term measures to
overcome the economic
slowdown due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. They also
advocated setting up of an
economic task force and ex-
pert committee and taking
those suggestions in consid-
eration, the Chief Minister
today constituted the eco-
nomic advisory committee.

Alcoholics turn to sanitizers in
Bhopal, officials claim 1ignorance

BHOPAL, May 3: The
closure of liquor vends due
to the lockdown for the
coronavirus outbreak has
made some alcoholics here
reportedly turn to sanitiz-
ers to satisfy their craving,
though most officials dis-
missed it claiming they
were unaware of such inci-
dents.

Most sanitizers available
in the market have a high
content of alcohol, but con-
suming it can cause ethanol
poisoning and complications
that could lead to coma and
death.

“I have come across this

trend of alcoholics turning
to sanitizers during the lock-
down and risking their
lives. Recently, I treated an
18-year-old girl who con-
sumed it, though she
claimed she had taken it by
mistake,” said Bhopal-
based Siddhanta Red Cross
Super Specialty Hospital
Director Dr Subodh Varsh-
ney.

“Sanitizers being pro-
duced by liquor distillers
have ethyl alcohol and hy-
drogen peroxide, which is a
very toxic combination. In
fact, there is double the
amount of alcohol in them

than what is there in a whis-
key bottle,” he said.

He said three types of
sanitizers are being manu-
factured at the moment, but
some people are consuming
the ones being made by lig-
uor distillers as these con-
tain “edible alcohol”.

On Saturday, a man iden-
tified as Indal Singh Rajput,
was held in Sultanpur area
of Raisen district in the
State for allegedly making
liquor from sanitizers to
profiteer from the closure
of alcohol vends during the
lockdown, the police had
said. - PTI

Col, Major among 5 killed ...

(Contd from page 1)
The identity of the other
was yet to be ascertained.
They had held some civilians
hostage, the officials said.
Security forces had noticed
the presence of some terror-
ists in the Rajwar forests in
Handwara area for the past few
days and a brief exchange of
fire had taken place on Thurs-
day deep inside the jungles.
Around Saturday afternoon,
Intelligence inputs indicated
presence of the same group of

terrorists inside a house at
Changimulla village, prompt-
ing security forces to launch a
search operation.

After a considerable lull, Col
Sharma and four other person-
nel barged into a cowshed ad-
jacent to the house, presum-
ing that the terrorists had
been eliminated in the heavy
gunfire.

According to the officials,
the team came under heavy
fire after rescuing the civil-
ians and all communication

link with Col Sharma and his
team were snapped. Calls
made on the mobile numbers
of the team were answered
by terrorists.

The Army then rushed in
paratroopers, who after ascer-
taining that the Army officer
and his team were killed in the
encounter, launched an offen-
sive by the first light of the day
and killed the two terrorists.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led the nation in paying
tribute to the soldiers. — PTI

Students, mentors made Assam ...

(Contd from page 1)

Principal Secretary, Educa-
tion, Assam, B Kalyan Chakra-
varty is heading the mission.

The total number of people,
who could follow the web link
and submit their info online was
not more than two lakh and the
next challenge was how to col-
lect bank info from the rest four
lakh — most of whom were not
online savvy or lacked smart-
phones, or might not have ac-
cess to or even did not know
the Internet.

“The government ap-
proached the vice chancellors
and heads of institutes like
GU, CU and AEC. The insti-
tute heads appealed to the stu-
dents to volunteer, and pre-
pared a list of around 800 vol-
unteers who had Internet and

laptops at their homes and who
were willing to join the mega
mission. Their job was to log
in to an online web portal con-
taining the list of such people,
call them one by one through
the portal, initiating voice calls,
and gather the required info
over phone, and simultaneous-
ly input in the portal against
the particular number — a
complex and troublesome job
given that many did not know
the IFSC and many lacked clear
voice communication,” Prof
Sarma said.

The State government has
so far deposited Rs 2,000 each
(for one month) to the accounts
of 2.5 lakh people, with more
to follow.

Prof Sarma added that a
major thrust of the mentors

was to keep the volunteers
motivated, and to guide and
support them mentally and
psychologically — and suggest-
ing them to be always calm.
Many students reached to over
160 calls a day, working con-
tinuously for 12 hours.

“It is unbelievable how all
the student volunteers have
worked so professionally with
just a short session of online
training. They have really tak-
en it from their heart and ex-
tended exemplary service.
Their work was very challeng-
ing and the accomplishments
highly appreciable. Looking at
the volume of calls to be made,
the government has now in-
cluded another 75 teachers
from different colleges to vol-
unteer for the cause,” he said.

Virtual courts not
antithetical to traditional
court system: SC

NEW DELHI, May 3: The
Supreme Court has said the
traditional open court sys-
tem and new-age virtual
court system is not antithet-
ical to each other, especially
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, as the latter does not
crumble administration of
justice.

In a statement defending its
current practice of taking
matters through video confer-
encing, the apex court said the
traditional open court system,
in its physical manifestation,
and new-age virtual court
system are not antithetical to
each other. “On the contrary,
both systems could definitely
co-exist, delivering qualita-
tive justice, wherever de-
ployed in light of extant cir-
cumstances”, said the court.

The apex court insisted
the institutional requirement
has to ensure that adminis-
tration of justice does not
crumble, in the face of this
unprecedented scenario.
Lately, the video conferenc-
ing system for taking up cas-
es has come under criticism
as it does not adhere to the
concept of open courts.

The court is taking up ex-
tremely urgent matters vir-
tually. The apex court, back-
ing its performance during
the lockdown, said it conduct-
ed a hearing on 22 days until
May 1, where 116 benches
assembled, which included 73
benches for adjudicating re-
view petitions. As many as
538 matters were taken up,

besides 297 connected mat-
ters, said the top court.

Lawyers complained on
several issues —convincing the
judge of the urgency involved
in the matter and arguing their
case through video link.

“In view of the circum-
stances under the current
pandemic, the Virtual Courts
system cannot be said to be
negating the principles of fair-
ness that are sacrosanct to the
administration of justice nor
is it failing to adhere to re-
quirements of an ‘Open
Court’ system,” said the top
court in its 38-page statement.

The apex court cited that
many developed countries
like the USA, UK and
France, have already transi-
tioned to virtual courts sys-
tems, and India is ahead of
them in terms of output.

The statement cited the UK
Supreme Court decided 18 cas-
es from February 5 to April 29.
And the Supreme Court in the
US decided 28 cases between
February 24 and April 27.

The apex court insisted
that it is imperative that all
the stakeholders must wel-
come, accept and act as per
the necessities of a fair adju-
dicatory process before the
virtual court system.

The court said adopting an
open court system under
such circumstances would be
seen to be in complete viola-
tion of universal social distanc-
ing norms being adopted
globally by communities and
nations. — JANS
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No: NHM/18013/3/2019-PROC-NHM/ECF-123372/P-99

EXTENSION NOTICE
This has reference to the e-tender No: NHM/18013/3/2019-PROC-
NHM/ECF-123372/P-77 Date: 13-03-2020 for entering into rate contract
for supply ESSENTIAL CONSUMABLES & LINENS to health facilities
under Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of Assam.

Details as below:

NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

ASSAM

Date: 02-05-2020

Events

Extended date

submission of Bid and Offline
Submission on Hard Copies

Start Date & Time for online| Time. 2.00 pm & Date.18/05/2020

submission of Bid and Offline
Submission on Hard Copies

End Date & Time for online|Time. 2.00 pm& Date. 26/05/2020

Technical Bid

Date & Time for opening of| Time. 4.00 pm & Date: 26 /05/2020

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE TENDER
REFERRED TO ABOVE SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED.

Mission Director, NHM, Assam

NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

EXTENSION NOTICE
This has reference to the e-tender No: NHM/18013/3/2019-PROC-
NHM/ECF-117235/P-188 Date: 16-03-2020 for entering into rate contract
for supply ESSENTIAL SUTURES, STAPLERS, MEDICAL DEVICE
to health facilities under Department of Health & Family Welfare, Govt.

of Assam.
Details as below:

ASSAM

No: NHM/18013/3/2019-PROC-NHM/ECF-117235/P-209

Date: 02-05-2020

Events

Extended date

Start Date & Time for online
submission of Bid and Offline
Submission on Hard Copies

Time. 2.00 pm & Date. 18/05/2020

End Date & Time for online
submission of Bid and Offline
Submission on Hard Copies

Time. 2.00 pm& Date 25/05/2020

Technical Bid

Date & Time for opening of| Time. 4.00 pm & Date 25/05/2020,
NHM-SHQ

ALL OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE TENDER
REFERRED TO ABOVE SHALL REMAIN UNCHANGED.

Mission Director, NHM, Assam

WEALTy,
\%
5’ 7%

N,
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e-TENDER NOTICE
(NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)
Tenders in two Bid System (Technical Bid & Price Bid) affixing Court
Fee Stamp of Rs. 8.25 (or IPO of Rs. 10.00 in favour of “State Health
Society, Assam” bidders located outside Assam) are invited from for
intended bidders for out sourcing of Real Time PCR COVID-19 test on
an urgent basis in view of COVID-19 pandemic condition. The
complete set of tender documents may be downloaded from
assamtenders.gov.in or the official website of NHMhttps://

nhm.assam.gov.in.

The technical bid as well as financial bid (BOQ)is to be uploaded
in assamtenders.gov.in . There is no requirement to submit the
hard copy of neither technical bid nor financial bid.
Important dates related to the Tender:

1. Tender publication date : 04/05/2020 from 11.00 am.

2. Tender submission start date : 04/05/2020 from 2.00 pm.

3. Tender submission last date : 11/05/2020 up to 2.00 pm.

4. Tender opening date : 11/05/2020 at 4.00 pm.

The technical bid as well as financial bid (BOQ) is to be uploaded
in assamtenders.gov.in There is no requirement to submit the
hard copy of neither technical bid nor financial bid.

Mission Director, NHM, Assam

¥  NATIONAL HEALTH MISSION

ASSAM

No: NHM-18018/5/2020-PROC-NHM/ECF-139634/8-P
Dated. 2/5/2020

Sd/-




MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020

WEATHER
NORTHEAST

Forecast for North Eastern
States : Rain / thundershower
is very likely to occur at many
places over Assam, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura and at a few places
over Arunachal Pradesh. No
significant change in maximum
temperatures likely over
northeast India during next 2-3
days.

Warning: Thunderstorm with
lightning and gusty wind with
speed (40-50) kmph is very
likely to occur at isolated
places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.

Temperatures :
Max (°C) Min (°C)

Dibrugarh 31.6 23.2
Tezpur 31.2 23.0
Silchar 32.8 21.0
Dhubri 31.8 21.7
Jorhat 30.0 20.7
N Lakhimpur 30.5 22.6
Shillong 21.4
Cherrapunjee 23.7 14.0
Aizawl 24.9 141
Kohima 224 11.4
Pasighat 31.5 22.6
Itanagar 29.7 22.0
Imphal 27.7 16.5
Agartala 32.0 22.4
USTM to host
L]
online
conference

GUWAHATI, May 3: The
University of Science and
Technology, Meghalaya
(USTM), will host an inter-
national online conference
on “Emergence and Resur-
gence of Communicable
Diseases — Social Sciences
Perspectives” on July 21 and
22, 2020.

The conference will be
held in collaboration with the
Indian Sociological Society;
University of Delhi; Forum
for Learning and Action with
Innovation and Rigour
(FLAIR), Delhi; and Tripura
Bamboo and Cane Develop-
ment Centre, Agartala, stat-
ed a press release.

Some of the prominent
speakers of the conference will
be Prof Sailendra Sarma (Uni-
versity of San Francisco), Prof
Liaquat Ali (former VC, Bang-
ladesh University of Health
Sciences), Dr Raj Bhandari
(Member-Niti Ayog), Prof
Abdul Mannan (former Chair-
man, UGC-Bangladesh), Prof
Yasmin Saikia (Arizona State
University), Prof PC Joshi
(University of Delhi), Prof
Abdul Matin (FLAIR, Delhi),
Prof Rama V Baru (JNU),
among others.

The sub-themes of the
conference include ‘social sci-
ences perspectives and the-
ories on health and illness’,
‘education, health, wellbeing
and social stigma’, ‘emer-
gence and re-emergence of
communicable diseases’,
‘COVID-19 - impacts on
health, economy, education
and society’, ‘COVID-19 and
gender’ and ‘COVID-19 -
disaster management, role of
media and civil society’.

Manipur aims
to increase

farm output
NEWMAI NEWS

IMPHAL, May 3: In view of
the COVID-19 situation, the
Manipur Government is
working on measures to in-
crease agricultural and horti-
cultural produces in the State.

In this regard, Manipur
Chief Minister N Biren Singh
chaired a high-level meeting
with the representatives of
farmers producer companies
(FPCs) here on Saturday.

Singh emphasised on in-
creasing the production and
availability of agri-horticu-
tural produces in view of the
evolving situation arising out
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The meeting discussed the
situation and constraints in
connection with cultivation,
production and supply of dif-
ferent crops in the State.

The Chief Minister ad-
vised the Department of
Horticulture and Soil Con-
servation to support farmers
and FPCs to start cultivation
of short duration high-value
crops the suit the present cli-
matic condition.

Tripura Congmen attacked
during relief distribution

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, May 3:
Three Congress workers, in-
cluding president of Majlish-
pur Block Congress Arun
Saha, sustained injuries when
they were allegedly attacked
by a group of BJP-backed mis-
creants during a relief distri-
bution programme at Ranir
Bazar in West Tripura district
this morning.

Relief materials brought
by the Congress workers
were allegedly snatched
away by the miscreants.

PCC general secretary
Tajen Das somehow escaped
unhurt in the attack.

PCC president Pijush
Kanti Biswas rushed to the
spot and expressed serious
concern over the attack dur-
ing the relief distribution
programme meant to pro-
vide succour to the poor dur-

ing the lockdown. An FIR has
been lodged with the Ranir
Bazar Police Station against
the attackers but no arrest
has been made yet.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Congress Bhavan
here, the PCC president al-
leged that party leaders and
workers were attacked and
threatened by the BJP work-
ers at various places for help-
ing the poor.

“Today’s incident at Ranir
Bazar is the latest when our
party leaders and workers who
went there to help the poor
during the lockdown came un-
der attack. Don’t know what
kind of message they want to
send by attacking Opposition
party workers,” he said.

Referring to Chief Minis-
ter Biplab Kumar Deb’s
tough words against errant
party supporters at the all-
party meeting, Biswas said

it would deem to be double
standard if strong action is not
taken against those involved
in the Ranir Bazar incident.

“We want a clarification
from the Chief Minister on
relief distribution for the
poor. Following the Chief
Minister’s appeal, we decid-
ed to lend a helping hand to
the people in distress in these
difficult times. If they think
only the ruling party is au-
thorised to distribute relief
among the poor then let
them do it. Truly speaking,
the rural poor are really
struggling because of the
lockdown that commenced
on March 25,” he said.

Earlier, Congress leaders
and workers had faced
threats and intimidations at
Belonia, Khowai and Telia-
mura from the BJP support-
ers but nobody has been ar-
rested yet.

NoORrRTH EAST
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An IAF chopper showering petals over a COVID 19 hospital at Dimapur on Sunday. — Photo: Correspondent

Screening
machine at
Mokokchung

CORRESPONDENT

COVID-19 patient tests
positive again in Meghalaya

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, May 3: Meghalaya will have
to wait a bit longer to become COVID-free
with the lone active patient of the State
retesting positive today.

According to Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong, the test result of the
lone COVID 19 patient has come positive.
The samples of the patient would be sent
for retest after three days as per the health
protocols.

There were 11 active cases in the State
and one person had died. All but one
remains positive at this moment. The rest
who have recovered are in home quaran-
tine for 14 days.

Meanwhile, the Indian Air Force today

showered flower petals from helicopters
over the Civil Hospital, Bethany Hospital
and NEIRIGHMS this morning.

The Chief Minister along with Health
Minister AL Hek and other officials were at
the Civil Hospital to lend support and
encouragement to the health workers.

Applauding them, Sangma said people
owe their gratitude to the frontline health
workers.

He encouraged them by adding that the
health workers despite the difficult times
have continued their work with dedication.

“At this time of crisis, it is very important
that we keep the spirits of our frontline
workers upbeat. Let us continue to fight
together to overcomes this global pandem-
ic,” Sangma later tweeted.

DIMAPUR, May 3: Naga-
land Health Minister S Pang-
nyu Phom has inaugurated
the TrueNat machine for
preliminary screening of
samples at the Mokokchung
District Hospital. The min-
ister also visited the desig-
nated COVID-19 hospital at
Mokokchung.

The Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
had sent the TrueNat ma-
chines to Mokokchung and
Mon districts in the State.

Meanwhile, Principal Secre-
tary (Home) Abhijit Sinha, in
his briefing, said as on Friday,
664 samples were sent for
testing from the State. The
results of 650 samples have
been received and all are neg-
ative. The results of 14 sam-
ples are awaited, he added.

A COVID-19 testing centre be/ng set up at the Tura Civil Hospital on Sunday. — UB photos

Bear cub shifted to rehabilitation centre

Partial lockdown 1n
Mizoram from today

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, May 3: Mizoram will go for par-
tial lockdown from Monday with the State-
Level Task Force issuing guidelines for ‘Lock-
down 3.0’ late Saturday night.

Mizoram’s international and inter-State
borders will remain sealed barring two en-
try/exit points with Assam and one with Tripu-
ra, which will remain open for vehicles trans-
porting essential commodities. Drivers and
handymen will be screened at the check gates
and will stay at quarantine centres.

Those drivers and handymen from outside
Mizoram will prepare meal for themselves
on the highway and go back after their goods
are unloaded.

Stranded residents brought back to the
State will be medically examined and quaran-
tined in their respective districts.

Shops selling essential commodities and
other items will be allowed to remain open
on alternate days.

As per the latest guidelines, all shops will
have to be closed by 5 pm.

Shopkeepers will be required to wear face
masks and maintain social distancing of at least

six feet from their customers.

Wearing surgical mask or covering face with
cloth is mandatory for anyone going outdoors.
However, people were advised not to ven-
ture out except for urgent matters.

Passenger vehicles, including taxis, will be
allowed to operate as per odd-even rule. While
taxis can carry only two passengers, other
vehicles are allowed to ferry only 50 per cent
passengers of their total seating capacity.

Two-wheeler taxis have not yet been al-
lowed to ply.

All public places, except government offic-
es, will remain closed. Though restaurants
will remain closed, home delivery service has
been allowed.

Assembly of more than five persons is prohib-
ited and only those who are excepted from the
lockdown restrictions can venture out at night.

While any form of social gathering is prohib-
ited, only 20 persons are permitted to attend
funerals by maintaining social distancing.

Group A and B government employees will
attend office on every working day while
group C and D employees will work on alter-
nate days. They are advised to maintain so-
cial distancing at their workplaces.

Movement
curbs to stay in

Nagaland

CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, May 3: The
Nagaland Government on
Sunday said that movement
of people and vehicles, ex-
cept those exempted from
the lockdown restrictions,
would not be permitted and
the inter-State borders
would remain sealed.

Additional Chief Secretary
and Commissioner Sentiya-
nger Imchen directed the
Deputy Commissioners to
ensure strict compliance of
the order.

The order followed de-
sealing of the inter-State bor-
ders by the Assam Govern-
ment on Saturday to allow
stranded people of the State

Mein lays stress on
saving lives,
reviving livelihoods

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, May 3: Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Aru-
nachal Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein has
said that saving lives and reviving livelihoods were the pri-
orities of the State Government.

“This pandemic is a collective crisis, and saving lives and
reviving livelihoods are the priorities of the State Govern-
ment,” the Deputy Chief Minister said in a tweet.

Mein, who is leading a seven-member high-level team on
a two-day visit to eastern Arunachal districts along Assam
border to take stock of the districts’ preparedness and assess
measures taken to tackle the COVID-19 crisis, said, “We
have to treat the combination of lockdown and social distanc-
ing as an effective social vaccine against the pandemic.”

Stating that the State Government was continuously moni-
toring the preparedness and management of COVID-19 in the
State which were also being monitored at the highest level by
the Centre, he asked the district administrations to keep vigil at
check gates on the entry of stranded people, including students

ITANAGAR, May 3: A Himalayan
black bear cub rescued from the
Lower Siang district in Arunachal
Pradesh has been handed over to the
authorities of Centre for Bear
Rehabilitation and Conservation at
Pakke Tiger Reserve in Seijosa, forest
officials said.

The two-month-old cub was
rescued by one Marmi Riba, a
resident of Old Deka village in New
Seren circle of Lower Siang district,
from a forest area in the first week
of April.

The cub was separated from its
mother, Range Officer of Nari Forest

Range Jumgo Geyi said.

The cub was handed over to the
officials and veterinary doctors of the
rehabilitation centre, he added.

Geyi said the cub was too young to
survive in the wild if released and
hence it was handed over to the
animal rehabilitation centre.

“On receiving information about
its rescue, we informed the authori-
ties of Biological Park in Itanagar
but due to the lockdown, the
transportation of the cub was not
possible. However, the cub was
taken care of by the rescuer with
telephonic guidance of the veteri-

nary officer of the Biological Park,”
Geyi informed.

On pursuance of Pasighat Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Tashi Mize, the
officials of Rehabilitation Centre took
custody of the bear, Geyi added.

The Asiatic bear rehabilitation
project at Seijosa in East Kameng
district was officially launched on
March 15, 2002 after a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was inked
between the State Forest Depart-
ment and Wildlife Trust of India.
Since then the centre is home to
many rescued Asiatic black bear cubs
of the region. — PTI

to return.

Imchen said according to
an order by Chief Secretary
Temjen Toy on Saturday the
State is still under lockdown
and the State’s boundaries
are yet to be de-sealed.

According to reports, hun-
dreds of people from other
States stranded in Dimapur
have applied for fitness cer-
tificates from the district sur-
veillance unit for COVID-19
to return to their respective
States after the Assam Gov-
ernment opened its borders.

who would be returning home from various places.

The Dy CM, who was accompanied by Health Minister Alo
Libang, advised the district administrations to take due pre-
cautions to check everyone who would be returning home in
order to prevent the spread of the highly contagious virus.

He said that since Arunachal has been categorised as green
zone, the daily and economic activities, as per the MHA guide-
lines, have to be allowed in districts to help the small growers
and traders. He appealed to the district administrations to
ensure uninterrupted supply of essential commodities, and to
sensitise people to wear mask and maintain social distancing.

While commending the Lohit district administration for
its resilience, hard work, dedication and commitment in
dealing with the State’s lone COVID-19 positive case, Mein
informed that there would be no dearth of funds in the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic in the State.

Black rice of Mampw gets GI recogmtwn

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, May 3: Chakhao, the black
rice of Manipur, has bagged the Ge-
ogrphical Indication (GI) tag.

The Geographical Indications Regis-
try has confirmed it on their official web-
site — http://ipindiaservices.gov.in/Gir-
Public/Application/Details/602).

The registration process took more
than a year, which included documenta-
tion by a team of the State Agriculture
Department, official sources said.

Glis a sign used on products that have
a specific geographical origin and pos-
sess qualities or a reputation that are due
to that origin.

Project Coordinator of Manipur Small
Farmers’ Agri Business Consortium MS
Khaidem said that after the registration,

they can now start selling Chakhao seeds
as well as grains anywhere in the world.

“We will get loyalty if anyone wants to
trade in it,” he said.

Some farming communities here had
expressed their concern over reports of
cultivation and harvesting of the rice va-
riety in other parts of the country.

Chakhao, a scented glutinous rice va-
riety, is being cultivated in Manipur for
many centuries. It is grown in the plains
and hills of Manipur where the soil qual-
ity is rich.

It is also used by traditional medical
practitioners as part of traditional
medicine.

Chakhao is said to be anti-inflamma-
tory, anti-carcinogenic, beneficial for
heart and to prevent onset of Alzheim-
er’s disease.

— Photo: Correspondent

The GI application says an important
aspect of black rice cultivation is that
farmers neither apply agro-chemicals
nor use any motorised implements. Only
human labour is used for farming.

Chakhao is characterised by its special
aroma. People usually have it during
community feasts and is used to prepare
‘kheer’. It is sold at a price of Rs 100-120
per kg in local market.

Khaidem further informed that they
are also trying for GI tag for a local
pea variety called Hawaitharak-ma-
khayat-mubi.

Earlier, Kachai lemon of Manipur had
got the GI tag. This particular lemon
contains 45-51 mg ascorbic acid per 100
ml, which is the highest among citrus
fruits. It grows at Kachai village in Ma-
nipur’s Ukhrul district.
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Sankaradeva in Harvard

NAGAON, May 3: Harvard University recently
included an essay on Mahapurush Srimanta Sankaradeva
written by Dr Sanjeev Kumar Borkakoti in the syllabus of
the university from the current year. According to
sources, the essay “Unique Future of Srimanta Shank-
ardeva’s Religious Philosophy” written by Dr Borkakoti
has been included in the subject of Religion of the
university. — A Correspondent

Keshab Mahanta reviews work

BAIHATA CHARIALI, May 3: Water Resources
Minister Keshab Mahanta reviewed the ongoing
embankment construction work along the Puthimari river
at Athgaon in Kamalpur Assembly Constituency recently.
The minister said that due to the lockdown, the construc-
tion remained suspended and now it will resume in full
swing so that work is completed before the rainy season.
If any contractor is found performing substandard work,
departmental action will be taken. Kamalpur MLA
Satyabrat Kalita said that last year, the floodwaters of the
Puthimari had breached the embankment at Athgaon for
which the public had to face tremendous hardship.
Kamrup Deputy Commissioner Kamal Kumar Baishya,
Kamalpur Circle Officer Dr Ankita Sarma and other
officials were also present. — ANN Service

Relief items distributed

DOOMDOOMA, May 3: The Doomdooma Sanmilita
Samaj, a joint forum of various organisations, distributed
grocery items among 400 households of Kakojan area on
Saturday. AASU general secretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi, All
Moran Students’ Union president Arunjyoti Moran,
AJYCP Tinsukia district committee president Surajit
Moran, Tinsukia Zila Sahitya Sabha president Arjun
Baruah, Tinsukia District Journalists’ Association former
president Anyj Kalita, Doomdooma Sakha Sahitya Sabha
secretary Deben Deka, Doomdooma Chambers of
Commerce secretary Kishan Pareek, Doomdooma Press
Club assistant secretary Manoj Baruah distributed the
items. — Correspondent

Tributes to Hema Bharali

DHEMA]JI, May 3: The demise of Padma Shri recipient
Hema Bharali, a veteran Gandhian and freedom fighter
who was involved in social work, was condoled at her
birthplace in Dhakuakhana. A ‘shraddhanjali’ ceremony
was held at Dhakuakhana Bamun Gaon under the aegis of
the Dhakuakhana Bamun Gaon Yuba Sangha, where a
number of people paid tributes to the social activist. —
ANN Service

Relief in Patacharkuchi

PATACHARKUCHI, May 3: Patacharkuchi MLA
Pabindra Deka on Sunday distributed relief materials
among 90 poor people struggling for survival during the
lockdown. Deka distributed atta, potato, dal and mustard
oil among the beneficiaries including butchers, fish
sellers, rickshaw pullers, tempo drivers, and hand cart
pullers of Patacharkuchi. He had earlier distributed relief
among 45 newspaper hawkers, 256 ASHA workers,
supervisors and Anganvadi workers, and differently-abled
people. — ANN Service

Masks, sanitisers distributed

PATACHARKUCHI, May 3: As part of the fight against
COVID-19, the Pathsala Press Club distributed sanitisers
and masks among newspaper agents and hawkers and
other persons. On the occasion, the Press Club members
appealed to the people to follow the lockdown strictly in
the greater interest of the society. — ANN Service

AASU distributes relief

MORIGAON, May 3: The All Assam Students’ Union
(AASU) distributed food items among people in several
remote villages in Morigaon district on May 1 and 2. The
AASU’s central team led by executive members Utpal
Sarma and Naba Nath distributed food packets among
poor families at Kushtoli, Bhuragaon, Gasarguri, Bhur-
bandha, Habi-Barangabari, Mikirbheta, Jagiroad, Mayong,
Dharamtul and Ahotguri. The team appealed to affluent
persons to help the distressed people in this hour of
crisis. — Correspondent

Gutkha trader held

DOOMDOOMA, May 3: In spite of the government
ban on the use and sale of gutkha during the lockdown in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, a section of
dishonest traders in Doomdooma have been continuing
the trade of gutkha and other banned items. Police on
Saturday seized a huge quantity of gutkha from the
residence of one Rohit Jaisawal. Doomdooma PS officer-
in-charge said that based on information, police launched
a search in the residence of Jaisawal at Trolley Line in
Beesakopie Tea Estate and also arrested Jaiswal. A case
has been registered under various sections of the IPC
and Disaster Management Act, 2005. The arrested
trader was sent to judicial custody. — Correspondent

Elephant kills one

DOOMDOOMA, May 3: One Mridul Saikia (45) of
Borpathar village under Talap outpost of Doomdooma PS
was killed by a wild elephant at Mechaki Reserve Forest
on Saturday morning. According to information, he along
with a few other people of his village had gone to the
forest in search of their cows when they faced a herd of
wild tuskers. Though his companions managed to escape,
Mridul was killed by an elephant. The deceased leaves
behind his wife and three daughters. — Correspondent
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Tractors being distributed among farmers at Pathsala on Sunday by Deputy Commissioner Munindra Sharma under the Chief
Minister's Comprehensive Rural Development Scheme. The distribution is going on in a phase-wise manner due to the lockdown
in order to avoid gathering of people. Tractors will be distributed among farmers in 438 villages, and 46 tractors have been
distributed since March 2020. — Photo: Nava Kanta Kalita

Door-to-door fever testing
in Cachar district soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, May 3: Following Govern-
ment instructions, the Cachar District
Health Society has decided to intensify
the medical examination of people with-
in the district in order to ensure there
is no community transmission of COV-
ID-19.

Joint Director of Health Services, Dr
Sudip Jyoti Das informed the media on
Saturday that they are likely to start a
door-to door medical examination cam-
paign in the next few days to screen if
anyone is suffering from fever.

“Since the season is prone to many
diseases especially the Japanese En-
cephalitis and malaria, our medical teams
shall reach out to people both in rural
and urban areas to screen for fever

screening. Also, we shall check if any-
one, including those who would be re-
turning home from other States and dis-
tricts are bearing symptoms of Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARI) or
Influenza Like Illness (ILI) which might
lead to COVID-19 among them,” Dr
Das said.

Echoing the Joint Director, Dr Ajit
Bhattacharjee, District Surveillance
Officer said that if there are any detec-
tion of SARI or ILI cases, the doctors
in the medical teams shall determine
the case in connection to COVID-19
and throat swab samples would be sent
to Silchar Medical College and Hospi-
tal (SMCH) after uploading the list in
the designated portal. “There are over
17 lakh people living in the rural areas
of the district together with more than

2 lakh urban population. We are gear-
ing up to send our medical teams to
each residence for proper surveillance
and fever screening. The objective is
to check and avert community trans-
mission, should there be detection of
COVID-19 positive cases. If anyone is
found with the SARI or ILI symptoms,
the patient and the concerned family
member shall be kept in home quaran-
tine till reports of the swab samples
are available,” Dr Bhattacharjee main-
tained.

Meanwhile, Dr Bhaskar Gupta, vice
principal of SMCH informed that even
as both COVID-19 positive patients are
maintaining stable health, the first pos-
itive patient of the State is likely to
undergo yet another swab sample test
soon.

36 cameras at animal corridors
of Kaziranga m flood season

DERGAON, May 3: As many as 36 cam-
eras have been set up at the animal corridors
of Kaziranga National Park (KNP) as a pre-
cautionary measure for the flood season ahead.

As pre-monsoon showers have hit the
State, the Kaziranga National Park authori-
ties are gearing up preparations to face the
floods. The major problem for the animals
of KNP is to cross the NH-37 and to move

towards the Karbi hills during floods.

Six cameras will be installed at the animal
corridors on the NH-37 to record the move-
ment of the animals and also the speed of the
vehicles passing through the park at that time.

The director of KNP P Sivakumar told this
correspondent that the park authority with the
help of higher authorities has taken several
measures to control death of animals during

the flood. The director said that two automatic
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cameras each at Panbari and Haldhibari and

sary measures at Kaziranga.

one each at Deosur and Amguri corridors
would be placed to monitor the animals.

On the other hand, the Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forest (PCCF), Wildlife, Govern-
ment of Assam MK Yadav visited the park on
Friday and took stock of the park in the wake
of the latest swine flu pandemic and neces-

The PCCF told mediapersons that the pigs
who had died of swine flu had been flown into
the river Brahmaputra and that would be a
threat to Kaziranga if the animals come into
contact with these carcasses. “If the floating
carcasses of pigs enter Kaziranga, a great threat
will be posed to the wildlife of the park,” he
said. The PCCF directed the forest officers of
upper Assam to be more sensitive to the issue
so that the wildlife remains safe at all costs.

PATACHARKUCHI,
May 3: Narendra Nath Sar-
ma, an octogenarian citizen
of the area and a frontline
dairy and progressive farm-
er, died on April 30 at his
residence at Patacharkuchi.
He had suffered a stroke a
few days back and was ad-
mitted to the GNRC,
Guwabhati.

As his condition did not im-
prove, he was brought back
home where he died soon
after.

Sarma leaves behind his
wife, two sons, two daugh-
ters, and grandchildren.

Students’ body
demands justice in
abduction, ‘murder’ case

CORRESPONDENT

HAFLONG, May 3: The
Harangajao block unit of the
Hmar Students’ Association
(HSA) has expressed shock
over recent events in the
area, in which the body of
Santosh Hojai, who was ab-
ducted from his residence by
unknown persons, was re-
covered from a reserve for-
est area. The students’ body
demanded justice in the case
without any delay.

A press release issued by
the students’ body stated that
on April 24, Santosh Hojai of
Harangajao was abducted from
his residence by miscreants
and his body was recovered at
Lailing Reserve Forest under
Langting Police Station, in what
seemed to be a clear case of
murder. The HSA condemned
the failure of the Dima Hasao
district administration and the
law enforcement agencies in
protecting the people.

The HSA urged the Gov-
ernment of Assam and the
Dima Hasao administration to
investigate the matter with-
out delay and bring to book

those involved in the abduc-
tion and murder of Hojai and
also ascertain the cause of death
of Ramakanta Dey (head
teacher of Michikhur Part-IT
LP School, Ditokcherra),
whose body was found near
Ditokchera Railway Station on
May 1. It also expressed its
deepest sympathies to the
bereaved families.

Thousands bid tearful
adieu: Thousands of people
from every walk of life gath-
ered to bid a tearful adieu to
late Santosh Hojai who was
kidnapped and killed by un-
known gunmen under mys-
terious circumstances during
the nationwide lockdown at
Harangajao on Saturday.

A silent procession along
with the body of Hojai was
held to honour the departed
soul up to the cremation
ground near Choto Narainpur.

Meanwhile, the Dimasa
Students’ Union and the All
Dimasa Students’ Union and
other community organisa-
tions, while condemning the
incident, demanded a high-
level and fast-track inquiry
into the incident.

Free seeds to grow
vegetables at home

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, May 3: With an aim to assist people in urban
and adjoining areas of the district in the post-lockdown
period to grow vegetables in their residential compounds,
the Jorhat district administration with support from the
Agriculture department will distribute free seed kits of
eight kharif vegetables door to door.

Jorhat Subdivisional Agriculture Officer (Headquarters)
Dr Nitumoni Gogoi told this newspaper that under the
initiative named ‘Ghore Ghore Lao (bottle gourd) Jika
(ridged gourd) Bholor (sponge gourd) Asoni (project)’, hy-
brid seed kits will be distributed free to 10,000 permanent
residents in urban and nearby areas across Jorhat district.

The official informed that the kits will contain seeds of
the aforementioned vegetables as well as that of cowpea
(dangbodi) cucumber, papaya, lady’s finger and chilli. The
seeds in the kit will be sufficient enough to grow vegeta-
bles in one katha plot of land, Gogoi stated. He said seeds
will be distributed through NGOs and a list of the benefici-
aries has been prepared by the administration.

Gogoi said that the seeds will be distributed soon and if
people start work this month, then the vegetables will be
ready for consumption in the next 2-3 months.

He said the initiative was aimed to attract people to start
taking up vegetable cultivation on a small scale as many
have a hobby and, moreover, if people continue the same,
then they could contribute in making the district become

self-sufficient in vegetables.

New BTC officials
assume office

CORRESPONDENT

KOKRAJHAR, May 3: The
new administrator of the
Bodoland Territorial Council
(BTC), Rajesh Prasad and
newly-appointed Principal
Secretary Siddhartha Singh
assumed their offices on April
30 at the BTC Secretariat,
Kodamtola in Kokrajhar.

Both the officers jointly
held a meeting with the BTC
officials at the secretariat.

Prasad, expressing his sat-
isfaction over the fact that the

BTC area has remained free
from COVID-19, urged the
people to maintain social dis-
tancing. He also thanked the
Governor for appointing him
as the BTC administrator.

The term of the BTC end-
ed on April 27 and the Gov-
ernor of Assam has appoint-
ed IAS Officer Rajesh Pras-
ad as the new BTC adminis-
trator. The Governor gave
the responsibility of the
BTC administration to Pras-
ad after taking over charge
of the council.

3 youths, 2 girls return from Bihar on bicycles

ANN SERVICE

GOSSAIGAON, May 3: Three
youths and two girls arrived at Simul-
tapu on the Assam-West Bengal border
on Saturday by riding bicycles for over
400 km on the National Highway 31(C)
from various places in Bihar.

These five persons had gone to Bi-
har in search of work in February be-
fore the declaration of the lockdown.
They were looking for jobs but could
not manage to find any. On March 24,
when the nationwide lockdown was
declared, they started feeling lonely, and
finding no other options, they some-
how managed to purchase five bicycles
and started their homeward journey. Af-
ter riding continuously for five days,
they arrived at Simultapu on Saturday.

On receiving information, Gossaigaon
police along with civil administration
staff took them for medical check-up
and later sent them to the Dhaulaguri
orphanage for quarantine.

The three youths were identified as
Shankar Munda (26), Rajesh Munda (27)
and Alexcious Gori (24), all from Sub-
ankhata village in Baksa district. The

girls were identified as Jasanta Gori (25)
and Nandi Ekka (24) from Sagunbari
village in Udalguri district.

18 carpenters on way to Bihar
held: As many as 18 persons, all of
them reportedly working as carpen-
ters who were facing starvation due to
the lockdown, were held at Simultapu
on Saturday. They were coming from
Khanapara, Guwahati on foot and were
walking towards Bihar. The carpenters
were sent for quarantine by the civil
and police administration of Gos-
saigaon. These people had reportedly
crossed over the Assam border, but
were again chased back towards Si-
multapu inside the Assam boundary by
West Bengal Police.

76 labourers walking towards
Bihar held: As many as 76 persons in
two groups — 16 from Guwahati and 60
from various places in Meghalaya — who
are residents of Bihar and were work-
ing as labourers, reached Simultapu by
walking for 5-7 days. The 16 persons
from Guwahati are residents of Dar-
bhanga in Bihar and the rest are from
Khagaria district. The first batch arrived
at Simultapu on April 29 and the sec-

ond on the next day.

They wanted to cross over to West
Bengal, but police detained five of them
and the rest were chased towards the
Assam border. All the labourers spent

i~

sleepless nights at a petrol pump on
empty stomachs.

Simultapu police at the instance of
the Gossaigaon civil administration
quarantined the 71 persons, while the
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five detained in West Bengal were sent
for quarantine at Barobadha.
Questions are being raised as to how
these people were able to cross inter-
state borders without the knowledge
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The 16 youths who came on foot from Siliguri to Gossaigaon. — Photo: Khanindra Nath Das

of the administration and police.

16 youths reach Gossaigaon from
Siliguri on foot: A total of 16 youths
working in various industries as well as
labourers in Siliguri reached the Gos-
saigaonhat Railway Station on April 30
on foot. They were detained by railway
police.

Due to financial hardship and disrup-
tion in the communication system, they
took the decision to walk a distance of
around 250 km, all the way from Silig-
uri, and arrived at Gossaigaon after four
days. The youths walked on the rail-
way track from Siliguri, and were look-
ing tired and hungry, police stated. The
youths are residents of Barpeta and
Goalpara districts. Police later sent the
youths to quarantine camps.

Man reported missing: A 48-year-
old man, identified as Subhash Chandra
Saha, a resident of ward No.1 in Gos-
saigaon town, has been reported miss-
ing since March 21. His family mem-
bers said Saha had gone to Siliguri by
the Kanchanjunga Express, and since
then his whereabouts have not been
known. An FIR has been lodged at the
Gossaigaon Police Station.
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Commerce Ministry working
to identify key sectors

NEW DELHI, May 3: The Com-
merce and Industry Ministry is
working to identify certain key sec-
tors — like capital goods, leather and
chemicals — with a view to establish
India as manufacturing hub, accord-
ing to sources.

Several meetings have taken place
with stakeholders, including indus-
try chambers, to identify those sec-
tors which have the potential to be-
come global winners and make India
a strong manufacturing hub, the
sources said.

“There are 12 champion sectors
which can be looked upon. These in-
clude modular furniture, toys, food

processing like ready-to-eat food,
agro-chemicals, textiles like man-
made fibres, air-conditioners, capital
goods, pharma and auto components,”
one of the sources said.

Groups and sub-
groups have been con-
stituted on the matter
by engaging represent-
atives from industry
chambers like CII and Assocham.

The core group would identify
specific implementable policy based
on issues like technological capabil-
ity, employment potential, and glo-
bal as well as domestic demand,
they added.

Bid to make India
manufacturing hub

Commerce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal has recently stat-
ed that in the post-COVID era, there
1s going to a be perceptible change
in the global supply-
chains, and Indian in-
dustrialists and ex-
porters should be
looking to capture
significant share in
the world trade.

He has said that the ministry is
working on identifying the specific
sectors which can be taken forward
in the immediate future for the ex-
ports purpose.

Promoting manufacturing will help

in creating more jobs and pushing In-
dia’s dwindling exports.

Manufacturing sector contributes
about 15 per cent in the country’s
economy and the government is aim-
ing to increase it significantly.

The output of eight core infra-
structure industries shrank by a
record 6.5 per cent in March due to
significant dip in production of crude
oil, natural gas, fertiliser, steel, ce-
ment and electricity amid the coro-
navirus lockdown.

Exports too contracted by a record
34.6 per cent in March on account of
the lockdown due to COVID-19 out-
break. — PTI
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EPFO employees contribute
Rs 2.5 cr towards PM fund

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Employees of retirement
fund body EPFO have
collectively contributed Rs
2.5 crore towards the PM-
CARES Fund to support
fight against the COVID-19
pandemic.

The EPFO employees
have also come forward to
support the government’s
initiative in combating the
COVID-19 crisis and
voluntarily contributed one
day’s salary, amounting to
around Rs 2.5 crore,
towards the PM-CARES
Fund, according toa

statement by the Labour
Ministry.

The EPFO, as one of
world’s largest social
security organisations,
stands committed in the
service of the nation in
every possible way, it said.

COVID-19, declared as a
pandemic by the World
Health Organisation, has
posed serious challenges
for the health and econom-
ic security of millions of
Indians.

The Government of
India has set up a public
charitable trust under the

name of the Prime
Minister’s Citizen
Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations
Fund (PM-CARES Fund)
with the primary objective
of dealing with any kind of
emergency or distress
situation.

Officers and staff of
EPFO are also contributing
by putting in extra efforts
for providing relief by
expeditiously processing
EPF withdrawal claims
including COVID-19 claims
under the PMGKY
package. — PTI

Traders, retailers seek clarity from authorities

NEW DELHI, May 3: Ahead of eas-
ing restrictions on shop reopenings, re-
tailers and trader associations have
sought more clarity from local authori-
ties to clear confusion over what consti-
tutes a neighbourhood and standalone
shop, and what differentiates them from

those in market place.

The government has allowed all stan-
dalone (single) shops, neighbourhood (col-
ony) shops and shops in residential com-
plexes to open in urban areas, without any
distinction of essential and non-essential.
This means shops in market places as well
as malls are allowed to reopen. E-com-
merce activities, in the red zones, are per-
mitted only in respect of essential goods.

Retailers Association of India (RAI) said
it will have to be seen how it works out at
the ground as there is confusion, and many
States are yet to come up with guidelines
to follow the Centre’s decision. It has al-

ready stated that what constitutes market
places could be misinterpreted.
Similarly, Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) also claimed they will
be in a “dilemma” as there is confusion
over “what constitutes a neighbourhood
shop and a standalone shop”, while or-
ganised retailers such as Future Group
and V-Mart Retail said they are also seek-

Relaxation for

reopening of shops

ing permissions from local authorities.

“Some parts of the businesses will reo-
pen. What we see is that there is the possi-
bility of opening of some standalone stores...
We will open wherever we can and we will
talk to the local authorities to open. We will
have to see how it works out.

“In any case individual States will have

to come out with clear guidelines. While
some States have come out with the guide-
lines but they are the same as what Cen-
tre has said. I think the States are also
confused and they are printing the same
thing that Centre is sending,” RAI CEO
Kumar Rajagopalan told PTL
Expressing similar concerns, CAIT
Secretary General Praveen Khandelwal

said, “The traders will be in a dilemma.”

When asked whether things are ex-
pected to change on the ground with
the phase 3 of lockdown beginning Mon-
day, he said there is “lack of clarity and
confusion over what constitutes a neigh-
bourhood shop and a standalone shop”.

He asserted that the “clarification should
come from the right quarters. Not only the
Centre, it is the duty of the State govern-
ments to issue that clarification because
most of the issues are under the domain of
the State governments...”

"—PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairing a meeting to discuss ways to boost the agriculture sector, in New Delhi on

Saturday. — PIB

CII calls for permission to resume
all industrial, business operations

GSTN helpdesk
handles over
56,000 taxpayer

1ssues

NEW DELHI, May 3:
GST Network Helpdesk to-
day said it has handled over
56,000 taxpayer issues in one
month since the nationwide
lockdown was imposed on
March 25.

According to data from
GSTN, over 19,552 tickets
raised by taxpayers were re-
solved between March 25 and
April 24. The highest number
of tickets handled in a day was
2,766 and the highest number
of calls handled was 1,776.

“However, due to the lock-
down, there is a steep dip
experienced in the call and
ticket volume trend at GST
helpdesk. The total received
transactions (inflow of calls
and GRP tickets) are approx-
imately 20 per cent of the usu-
al volume trend,” GSTN said.

Before the lockdown, on an
average, GST helpdesk
would receive around 8,000
to 10,000 calls every day,
while around 2,000 tickets
were raised on the GRP por-
tal on a daily basis.

The GST helpdesk, whose
65 per cent of staff worked from
home, was fully operational
through its toll-free number
from 9 am to 9 pm serving in12
languages, it added.

GSTN CEO Prakash Ku-
mar said helpdesk agents had
to work from home, calls had
to be routed to them at their
phone and this was done in a
secured manner.

“This was not a small job,
but necessity made GSTN
and its tech partner Tech Ma-
hindra to do this...,” Kumar
added. - PTI

NEW DELHI, May 3: Dis-
tricts with substantial econom-
ic activity should be permit-
ted to resume all industrial and
business operations with high-
est safety protocols for enter-
prises to remain financially
sustainable while averting job
losses, CII said today.

Confederation of Indian In-
dustry (CII) called for econom-
ic contribution of districts to be
taken into consideration while
classifying lockdown zones.

Districts with high econom-
ic activity should resume all
industrial and business opera-
tions, including in containment
zones with highest safety pro-
tocols, said CII in its report ti-
tled ‘A Strategy Note on Re-
sumption of Economic Activi-
ties in Industrial Areas’, sub-

mitted to the government.

The government notifica-
tion of May 1 has permitted
industrial estates, special
economic zone (SEZ) and in-
dustrial town-
ships with re-
stricted entry
within urban
areas of red
zones to com-
mence operations.

The industry body said that
all industrial units, including
in non-notified industrial ar-
eas and standalone units, be
allowed to function in urban
areas. These should include
non-essential goods and serv-
ices as well.

It has recommended that
close surrounding areas can
be classified as orange zones

Districts with
high economic
activity

where industrial activity can
be continued with strict pre-
cautionary measures and
monitoring.

The distinction of essential
and non-essen-
tial items should
be removed
and all factories
should be per-
mitted to re-
start, according to CIIL.

“The third phase of lock-
down necessitates a focused
strategy to minimise econom-
ic contraction due to COVID-
19, without compromising on
efforts to control the conta-
gion. Prioritising districts
with heavy presence of eco-
nomic and industrial activities
with continued operations ac-
companied by strictest pre-

cautions can help enterprises
to remain financially sustaina-
ble while averting job loss-
es,” CII Director General
Chandrajit Banerjee said.

While the protracted lock-
down in the country, necessi-
tated by the rapid spread of
COVID-19, has helped in con-
trolling the spread of epidemic
and given us time to augment
medical capacity, it has also
caused enormous stress to the
financial sustainability of many
businesses, the chamber said.

CII has requested that the
top districts should be identi-
fied based on variables like
their contribution to the coun-
try’s GDBP or presence of in-
dustrial estates and clusters
or registration of enterprises
in a district. — PTI

Farmers load harvested sugarcane crop on a tractor during the ongoing COVID-19 lockdown, in Muzaffarnagar on
Sunday. — PTI

Emergency
credit line

BoB disburses
Rs 2,300 cr to
MSME:s

NEW DELHI, May 3: The
MSME sector is a key prior-
ity area and Bank of Baroda
(BoB) is taking various steps,
including extending a Rs
2,300-crore worth financial
support, to help the sector
hit hard by the coronavirus-
induced lockdown, the bank’s
Executive Director Vikra-
maditya Singh Khichi said.

The state-owned bank
launched an emergency cred-
it line to provide funds to its
existing MSME and corpo-
rate borrowers in the last
week of March, soon after the
lockdown was announced.

In the past one month, the
bank has approved 64,000 ap-
plications and about Rs 2,300
crore has been disbursed to
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMESs) to help
them meet liquidity require-
ment, he told PTL

Under the scheme, the bank
provides an additional line of
credit of 10 per cent of the
existing fund based on work-
ing capital limits, subject to a
maximum of Rs 200 crore.

The MSME sector was al-
ready under stress for the
past few years due to econom-
ic slowdown and their finan-
cial position got further exac-
erbated due to the lockdown.

The bank is looking at re-
assessment of working capi-
tal for the sector and after the
assessment, will enhance
their capital so that they have
enough liquidity to undertake
activity smoothly, he said.

Khichi also said the bank is
encouraging MSME units to
take advantage of the one-
time restructuring plan an-
nounced by the RBI. - PTI

Threat of pest attacks,
diseases looms over
State tea sector: Expert

AJIT PATOWARY

Another critical phase is perhaps in the making to aggra
vate the crisis of the State’s already ailing tea industry.
After the adverse impacts of the coronavirus-related lock-
down, which is estimated to cause a loss of around 77 million
kg of made tea, pests and diseases may also take a heavy toll
on the State’s tea industry in the coming days, warned re-
nowned consulting tea scientist Prafulla Bordoloi.

Bordoloi, who teaches in the Centre of Tea and Agro Studies,
Dibrugarh University, besides running a tea research and develop-
ment centre, said May is the month of pests and diseases in tea
plantation of Assam. He said that in his post-lockdown visits to the
tea estates, he could notice large-scale damage caused by red
spiders, looper caterpillars, thrips, mealy bugs and scale insects,
besides the sporadic attacks of Helopeltis and red slug caterpillars.

Helopeltis may prove to be the most damaging pest on the
onset of monsoon in June, with the potential to create havoc if not
controlled timely. All tea planters should arrange to get the supply
of chemicals at the earliest and apply the same as per the demand
of the situation without delay, he suggested. However, he main-
tained that due to financial constraints, many of the estates may find
it difficult to apply all agricultural inputs in time and in full doses.

He, therefore, recommended a somewhat cost-reduction meas-
ure in fertiliser application by refraining from applying or reducing
the dose of phosphatic fertiliser in the current season for a year.
This will not have any major adverse impact on productivity, he
maintained. But, in the same breath, he cautioned against making
any reduction in the recommended doses of nitrogen and potash
meant for the soil. This is a must to sustain productivity, he said.

Bordoloi has worked out the State tea industry’s loss by taking
into consideration the loss it is facing during the first and second
flush periods in both its organised and unorganised sectors. In the
organised sector, the overall estimated loss is pegged at about 37
million kg, while in the unorganised sector, that is, the small tea
growing sector, the overall loss is pegged at around 40 million kg.

He said that his field analysis indicated a 70 per cent lock-
down-induced dip in the overall first flush tea production dur-
ing March and April. The State normally produces 10 per
cent of the total annual tea of about 720 million kg in the first
flush and the lockdown has brought it down to only three per
cent of the estimated total production.

Assam produces 52 per cent of the total Indian tea and this
constitutes 12 per cent of the total global production of 6 billion kg,
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AS per the latest auction sale (No
14) of Guwahati Tea Auction Centre
(GTAC) held on March 28, the total

Auto mdustry may go for cut in R&D spending: Deloitte

NEW DELHI, May 3: The
domestic automobile industry
might resort to cuts in spending
on research and development
(R&D) and also exit unprofitable
businesses and segments with the
coronavirus pandemic taking a toll
on companies’ revenues and cash
flows, according to a report by
Deloitte.

The reduction in R&D activities
may impact progress made in the
alternative fuel technologies till
now, the report noted.

“The COVID-19 lockdown has
had a multiplier effect — the
industry has been at a complete

standstill since March 24. A
prolonged truncation of consumer
demand due to the lockdown is
significantly affecting auto sector
revenues and cash flows,”
Deloitte India Partner and
Automotive Sector Lead Rajeev
Singh said.

In response, companies may
resort to starving their R&D
funding in order to sustain core
operations, and potentially set
back the progress made on
alternative fuel and mobility
technologies by 2-4 quarters, he
added.

“Eventually, some companies

may even choose to take a
strategic call to exit unprofitable
markets and vehicle segments,”
Singh said.

The auto industry in India has
already undergone considerable
slowdown over the past 12-18
months due to structural changes
beginning with goods and services
tax (GST), shift to shared
mobility, axle-load reforms, the
BS-1V to BS-VI transition and
liquidity crunch, he noted.

The domestic automotive
industry is likely to witness a
prolonged U-shape recovery, with
a best-case recovery to 2018-19

sales volumes expected by 2021-
22, the report said.

Elaborating further, the report
said the automotive dealers will
have to resort to heavy discount-
ing after the lockdown in order to
clear inventory build-up.

“Dealers face significant burden
to liquidate unsold BS-IV
inventory, estimated to be worth
Rs 6,300 crore,” it added.

In this scenario, original
equipment manufacturers (OEMs)
will need to support dealer groups,
both financially and otherwise,
further stressing their own balance
sheet, the report said.

Despite several difficulties, the
report also outlines few positives
for the industry.

“The industry has responded in
a very matured manner taking
care of employees, customers and
other stakeholders,” Singh said.

Some of the leaders in the
industry are gearing up to the new
normal — working on digitising
sales and marketing processes,
setting up mechanism for contact-
less sales of new cars, automating
back-end processes to get more
efficient and setting up new
systems to start operations across
the value chain, he added. - PTI

Dinesh Bihani

Top garden prices

tea offerings were 2,722 packages out
of which 97 per cent was sold. There
was strong demand for the nominal
quantity of new season teas offered
so far with prices up by Rs 30-60 com-
pared to the opening levels of last
year. Western India and North India
buyers actively participated. The auction average price
for this week stood at Rs 254.64.

BOP Price| BOPSM/BP| Price OF/PF Price
HALMARI 451 HALMARI 403 MADHUPUR 351
HALMIRA 341 MADHUPUR 354 DUKLINGIA 326
MADHUPUR 322 DUKLINGIA 350 GHILLIDARY 316
BEHALI 312 LUKWAH 350 BEHALI 313
GHILLIDARY 311 GHILLIDARY 331 KOPATI 311

Secretary, Guwahati Tea Auction
Buyers Association (GTABA)
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Know your DAY

By JACQUELINE BIGAR
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Monday, May 4, 2020:

A natural teacher in all you do, you help others so much that you rarely leave
enough time for yourself. This year, you become freer in your responsibilities
and engage in a successful, creative project. If single, you love dating more
than committing this year. If attached, you like each other’s company more and
more in the beautiful home you have created together. GEMINI loves to make
jokes to make you laugh.
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The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult.
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
*%%%* A potential conflict occurs when intense power struggles
are likely, particularly in business partnerships. Many of you will be
experiencing an ending of one career or life phase, followed by a major
beginning in another. Embrace it, for it will be good. Tonight: Celebrate.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
* %% Visiting elders with your partner is favored today. A partners
perspective is grounded. You might finally get the go-ahead for a

l "IMPRESSIVE ... BUT ISN'T THAT THE EXACT NUMBER
OF STEPS TO ARTHUR'S BAR AND BACK?"
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' THE PHANTOM By Lee Falk |

new work project. You will be working closely on a consulting basis with a co- Across 29 Yang’s opposite | 7  Imitative; tendingto
worker. Tonight: Clear your desk and pay outstanding bills. 3 Qualfe (5) ©) copy (5)
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 8 Aunt's husband | 31 Donkeys (5) 9 Callofthe crow (3)
* %% %% Your creativity will be enhanced as imagination and ) 32 Lukewarmly (7) 12 Unyielding (7)
originality run high today, particularly in the field of tactile art 10 Greek letter (5) | 34 ComposerAndrew | 14 Genetic material
forms. Intense encounters are likely, maybe even something that 11 Eccentric shaft ___Webber (5) (©)
feels like fated love, so be careful if you are partnered. Tonight: (€] 35 Sever (3) 16 Jostling crowd (5)
Dinner with those you love. 12 Of or pertaining | 35 consent or say 17 German steel city
CANCER (June 21-July 22) to gold (5) ves (5) ®)
El * % Additional domestic responsibilities come up today. A parent 13 In the direction 37 Palindrome: 19 Had a good time ?
might need extra help, even moving in with you temporarily, or vice of (7) I'm Adam (5)' - (7)
versa. Some of you might simply be rescheduling your moving plans as they 15 Billiard stroke (5) 20 City in Oklahoma
become fraught with delays. Patience is essential. Tonight: Early bedtime. 18 Literary snippets | 20 Freventlegally (5) ®)
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) (3) Down 21 Eastern Europe-
*% A decision or situation you have been wrestling with re- 19 Times of great | ! Underanassumed ans (5)
turns to haunt you once more. Do not despair. A neighbor or r fix \ events (6) name, perhaps (5) | o5 Sceptical (7)
sibling saves the day. It might be difficult keeping things harmonious in 74 SYIBCATE. 1T WROFLT KNGHTS RESERVED. J ! J 21 Plant parts (7) 2 Former capital of | o4 Gangways (6)
your neighborhood, but compromise will help. Tonight: Catch up with 22 Nitrogenous fer- Kazakhstan (7) 25 Bite or nibble at (3)
old friends. tilizer (4) 4 Runningbirds (4) | 27 Custom (5)
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) o 23 Remedy (4) 5 Provides or uses | 28 Scrimmage (5)
%% %% Undoubtedly, you are used to financial ups and downs by 2 0O - | han i B . N
! . . B LO N D I E pposite word (7) ess than is need 30 Knot-tying site (5)
now, but today you will have reason to cheer. New financial oppor- 26 Hand i ed? (6) .
tunities look likely, especially gracing those who work with computers or in an inor N 32 Nov_lce *)
high-tech fields. Health professions also are favored. Tonight: Relax. present (6) 6 Chineseport(5) | 33 Afailure (3)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) BLMSTEAD, WRAT LOULD POSSIBLY TS CALLED "GOING BROKE BY
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* % k%% You impress someone special, as you are at your most Ehﬂf‘:‘ﬁll#rﬁ?ﬂ.HT T E‘EM:' g I 'I H-ﬁ."u" M'l‘- E'.I' H TH!{-IELHIE .l-. I.IEEI I.I EFEEEFEIIEIFEF?CEDR B'l-l"-lE-ﬁn'__J':; SOLUTION TO TRIBUNE CROSSWORD - 6884
charismatic and charming. If you are craving a different look, L : . e = E —x,__ ML MRG F . ¢ ¢ ‘ . .
today is the time to complete your Fransforr_nation. You may be surprised E. THEN fHﬁ-T.__r'{ ﬁlﬁﬁlﬁﬁ' _IM';'_FE_'HJIHEEEE&TJI%&"L ] i -——=e o e P ‘sa|rSJ|nVGv%sqsgfj/{g‘agf{:ygz Tzl?lgilgf oezﬁ?sgﬂolfsgdg\:
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*% %% You spend time being creative or enjoying solitary hobbies ey e i MOTIVATE | [ ;,r ‘oBOBIN 9 ‘sdwbig § ‘snw3 ¢ ‘ereRWlY g ‘Booul | :umog

today. Later, you will need to spend time with a loved one who 'dojs3 g ‘wepel Le ‘@0.by 9¢ ‘IND ge ‘phoT ve “Apidey
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SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
* %% %% Today you join that new group, especially if there is

N

virtual travel involved or a chance to meet others from for-

eign lands. Some old acquaintances reenter your life. This gives HEALTH CAPSULES® JUMBLED WORDS
you the chance to rethink past ties in terms of your changing values. . Given below are four jumbled words. Solve
Tonight: Relax. by Bron Smith the jumbles to make proper words and move

them to the respective squares below. Select

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
***** There will be opportunities galore to make your mark

WHAT ARE THE
CONSEQUENCES OF OVER-

the letters in the shaded squares and jumble
them to get the answer for the given quip.

Hall

on the world. You can begin by cultivating business contacts. £ PRESCRIBING ANTIBIOTICSS GSEEE
Pleasure and business mix well today. Some of you will be mixing with HAGAR TH E H O R RI B LE 3 TO CHILDREN? 3 [(TITL
well-to-do and prestigious individuals. Tonight: Return calls first. 4 v have a Z
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - £ [ viraLIneecTion, - g HWMST
*% %% Plans that have been on hold may now be undertaken. ” 2 % rmrsnoncs won't E I:I:I:I:I:I
This includes travel opportunities, which abound during vari- WE HAV%’gUUP; wmsﬂ'g' :'r‘ ANg_}T” ER ‘-"HIP, 2 |__uRe T g AINDLN
ous times this summer. New learning experiences through reading or 1 ToLp i E ; Ju CAME N/ £ RECENT RESEARCH HAS 4
courses leads to increased confidence and spiritual growth. Tonight: WORKED HE-APFIE‘I? N‘*g - it REVEALED THAT WHEN 3 CIOI1rre
Spend time with a child. WERE PATI . U CHILDREN ARE OVER- AORUEY

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) SHIP WOULP COME INS
| %% * You might be able to obtain that loan today. Agitated friends
need you as a sounding board, but do not lend them money unless
you are prepared to not get it back. This is not the time for risk-taking.

Tonight: Slow down.

PRESCRIBED ANTIBIOTICS
FOR MINOR INFECTIONS,
THEY WILL BE MORE PRONE TO
INFECTIONS AND ILLNESSES
LATER IN LIFE. ABOUT 25% OF
ALL MEDICATIONS PRESCRIBED
TO CHILDREN IN THE U.S. ARE
ANTIBIOTICS.

Health Capsules is not intended
to be of a diagnostic nature.
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Alltruth passes through three stages. First,
it is ridiculed. Second, it is violently
opposed. Third, it is accepted as being
__ - —Arthur Schopenhauer (4-7)
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Thought for the day
Leadership is something which other people have to recognize.
You cannot demand that | am a leader.
- MS SWAMINATHAN
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Concern in Gossaigaon as 4 COVID-19
cases detected in nearby Alipurduar

ANN Service

GOSSAIGAON, May 3: Public con-
cern is growing in Gossaigaon subdivi-
sion of Kokrajhar district as COVID-19
positive cases have been increasing at
Barovisha in nearby West Bengal’s Ali-
purduar district.

Till now, four positive cases have been
detected at Barovisha, which is only 10
kms away from the Assam-Bengal bor-
der through NH-31 (C).

Gossaigaon subdivision is adjacent to
Dhubri and Bongaigaon districts. Resi-
dents of Gossaigaon subdivision are wor-
ried over the positive COVID-19 cases
in nearby Barovisha, and in Bongaigaon
and Dhubri districts. After seeing the
positives cases of nearby Barovisha who
have been quarantined in their own State,
the Gossaigaon civil and police adminis-
tration have sealed the Assam-Bengal
border so that nobody can intrude into
Assam.

Four quarantine facilities are being
maintained at Gossaigaon subdivision
since a long time. Stranded people are

reaching their homes by various means
and through walking. The GRP and RPF
personnel after detecting them within
Gossaigaon Haat Railway Station track
and hand them over to Gossaigaon Po-
lice for the mandatory quarantine.

The administration here informed that
five persons of Barovisha went to Delhi
for medical treatment and were quaran-
tined there. They returned home on April
27 and were again quarantined at Baro-
visha by the Bengal Police, four persons
were found COVID-19 positive.

Hence, Gossaigaon Police and Simul-
tapu police outpost are in constant touch
and have sealed all roads, subways, link
roads etc., leading to Gossaigaon so that
no outsider can enter the State without
the knowledge of the administration.
Barricades and strong vigilance has been
set up. Everyone, including police and
the civil authority are trying their level
best to safeguard the green zone status
of the area.

Trucks stranded: Thousands of
goods-laden trucks have been stranded
in between Gossaigaon-Srirampur on

NH- 31(C) owing to sanitisation being
carried out in the bordering areas of West
Bengal since the last few days.

As several COVID positive cases have
been detected within Alipurduar and
Coochbehar districts of West Bengal, a
fullscale sanitisation programme is go-
ing on. But as the trucks have been com-
pelled to stay put at the same spot, the
drivers and their helpers are suffering
from shortage of food and water. Due to
the lockdown, all sources of food have
dried up.

Perishable goods inside the trucks are
also getting damaged. Raw material in-
side the trucks should have been des-
patched quickly to their destinations at
the instance of the police forces of both
the States. But till the time of filing this
report, no action was forthcoming in this
regard.

In the meantime, the nearly 10 km-
long queue of stranded trucks is causing
great concern to both the transporters
and the common people. The plight of
the drivers and their helpers is beyond
description.

STATE
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Tying the nuptial knot: Wearing masks, a couple solemnising their marriage during the lockdown, at Bishnupur in Nagaon,

on Sunday. — UB Photos

- Mosque to
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rched at Dhing

Remains of the day: Fire fighters dousing the flames which razed the mosque to the ground. — Photo: Hareswar Borah

A CORRESPONDENT

NAGAON, May 3: Follow-
ing a year-long dispute be-
tween two factions over a
piece of land where a mosque
existed at Dhing Solguri Jaan-
par under Dhing Police Sta-
tion, the mosque was set on
fire and razed to the ground
today morning by an agitated

group of people.

The mob went on a rampage
too as some local people tried to
stop them from torching the re-
ligious institution, that too, dur-
ing the holy month of Ramzan.

Following the incident, sev-
eral people, including women
were seriously injured. The
incident has drawn sharp re-
action among the people of

greater Dhing area.

According to sources, a land
dispute was going on between the
families of one Abdul Rashid and
Shofikul Islam for over a year.

In the meantime, members
of Dhing Police, ASP (Security)
Gunendra Deka and CRPF per-
sonnel rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under con-
trol. Police immediately rescued

all the injured family members
of Abdul Rashid and admitted
them at Dhing FRU.
Meanwhile, the family of
Abdul Rashid lodged an FIR
against the family members of
Shofikul Islam in this regard.
Though investigation into the
case is on, yet no one was arrest-
ed till the time of filing this re-
port, the source further added.

9 arrested for attack on police in NL

NORTH LAKHIMPUR,
May 3: Lakhimpur Police to-
day arrested nine persons in
connection with the alleged
attack on the men in uniform
at Pandhowa in Nowboicha on
Thursday evening.

The arrested persons are
Anarul Islam, Abdul, Qasem,
Jahirul, Mustafa, Safiqul, Sar-
iful, Asadul and Babul.

It may be recalled that a po-
lice team was allegedly at-
tacked by a group of people at

Pandhowa under Nowboicha
Police Station in Lakhimpur on
Thursday evening after they
beat up some persons in a lo-
cal market for violating the
lockdown norms.

The police team was at-
tacked while they were talk-
ing to the Imam of a nearby
mosque to limit the congre-
gation for prayer inside the
place of worship to three per-
sons during the ongoing lock-
down.

As the police was interact-
ing with the Imam and other
worshippers of the mosque, a
group of people, who were
not part of the congregation
for namaz inside the mosque,
pelted stones on the police by
taking advantage of the dark-
ness following a power failure
in the area. The Officer-in-
Charge of Nowboicha Police
Station Biswajeet Nath sus-
tained injuries even as a po-
lice vehicle was damaged.

The incident created a tense
situation in the area with hate
mongering in the social me-
dia with communal overtones.
In the meantime, Lakhimpur
Superintendent of Police Ra-
jveer Singh said the situation
had been brought under con-
trol with full public coopera-
tion and urged the people to
strictly adhere to lockdown
rules by not gathering at the
places of worship. — Corre-
spondent

13yrodvies - 26 Bangladeshi nationals
apprehended in Dhubri

suspect brought
to MMCH

DHUBRI, May 3: A 13-year-
old boy from Jhagrarpar Pt-III
village near Dhubri town who
was already in a quarantine fa-
cility as his father was found to
be COVID-19 positive, was
transferred to the Mahendra
Mohan Choudhury Hospital
(MMCH) in Guwahati today on
suspicion of carrying the highly
contagious virus.

District administration
sources said that the 13-year-
old boy tested COVID-19 pos-
itive for the third time though
results of the third test was
doubtful following which he
was sent to Guwahati for ad-
vanced treatment.

It may be mentioned that the
father of the 13-year-old boy,
Hazrat Ali was found to be
COVID-19 positive on April 13.

Fortunately, he has recov-
ered and was under observa-
tion in Dhubri. Al, it may be
mentioned, has a travel histo-
ry of visiting New Delhi. —
Correspondent

Nurses assaulted

BISWANATH CHARIALI,
May 3: Three nurses who
were on their way to a rented
house from a private clinic
were allegedly sexually as-
saulted in front of an oil depot
at Dagaon here.

However, the nurses man-
aged to escape unhurt. An ac-
cused named Dhorbindor
Sharma (mechanic of a garage
just next to the petrol pump)
was later arrested with the
help of the medical staff.

In due course, police arrest-
ed three more oil depot em-
ployees. The arrested persons
were identified as Rahul Ku-
mar, Ashok Kumar and Gau-
rav Kumar. All the accused
persons hail from Muzaffarpur
in Bihar. — Correspondent

CORRESPONDENT

DHUBRI, May 3: Inall, 26
Bangladeshi nationals travel-
ling from Jorhat with an objec-
tive to cross the India-Bangla-
desh border in West Bengal
was stopped at Bahalpur area
of Dhubri district.

Talking to this Correspond-
ent, the SDPO of Bilasipara,
Bhargav Muni Das stated that
at around 6:30-7 am on Sun-
day, these Bangladeshi nation-
als possessing passport and
visa were stopped along the
border of Dhubri district at
Bahalpur area. He informed
that all the Bangladeshi nation-
als were adult males and mi-
grant labourers.

It was also informed that
both the vehicles (AS 01 HC
5934 and AS 04 BC 1383) were
seized as they did not possess
pass and the Jorhat district ad-

ministration did not commu-
nicate with the authorities of
Dhubri for such inter-district
travel.

“We are conducting their
medical check-up,” said Das
and added that all the Bangla-
deshi nationals are under po-
lice custody.

However, it was informed
by an investigating officer that
the visa that these Bangladeshi
nationals were showing are
tourist visas, while they them-
selves are claiming that they
have come to Assam to work
in various sectors of the fish-
ing industry.

As per their statement, they
were working as fishermen in
Jorhat and Sivasagar districts.
They borrowed the vehicles
from Kokilamukh off Jorhat.
They resolved to travel to
Chagolia by these vehicles,
from where they would have

crossed the border to West
Bengal and subsequently the
international border to visit
Bangladesh amid the lock-
down, informed police.

Talking to this Correspond-
ent, Dhubri Deputy Commis-
sioner Anant Lal Gyani said the
entire matter had been hand-
ed over to police for proper
verification of the passports,
documents and visas, besides
the purpose of travel and time
period of the visas.

“The entire matter is under
investigation. As soon as the
probe ends, we will take ac-
tion as per rules,” said Gyani.

Meanwhile, the action by
Dhubri Police is being widely
appreciated as these vehicles
which were moving from
Jorhat to Dhubri by crossing
so many districts was finally
detained in Dhubri district by
the local police.

Hailakandi starts radio classes

CORRESPONDENT

HAILAKANDI, May 3: In
collaboration with Silchar’s All
India Radio (AIR), the Educa-
tion Department of Barak Val-
ley has started audio classes
through radio.

The audio classes started in
AIR, Silchar to minimise loss of
classes in the schools due to the
ongoing nationwide lockdown to
break the chain of transmission
of the coronavirus pandemic.

The hour-long educational
programme has already become
popular among the students,
mainly in the remote areas.
Teachers from Hailakandi and Ca-
char districts will be delivering
lessons as per curriculum and the
same will reach students of Class-

X and Class-X respectively.

An official of the Education
Department informed that five
teachers from Hailakandi district
have been selected for the pur-
pose. Recorded lectures of gov-
ernment school teachers will be
relayed and students can listen
to them. Radio classes have
been conducted following an in-
struction by the Board of Sec-
ondary Education (SEBA) for
students not having access to the
internet facility or smart phone.

In the meantime, Hailakan-
di’s Inspector of Schools Rajiv
Kumar Jha informed that the
educational broadcast will en-
able students to learn through
the medium of radio while sit-
ting in their homes and the idea
behind the initiative is to en-

gage the students and to reach
out to them while they are
confined to their homes due
to nationwide lockdown.

The SEBA had already
started Distance Learning
Programme (DLP) covering
the syllabus of secondary
classes and a large number of
students have been connected
with the DLP platform, thus
creating virtual classes.

Jha said these platforms are
for pupils so that they do not
feel isolated and can continue
with their studies while stay-
ing at home. Students of 98
high, higher secondary schools
and madrassas in Hailakandi
district studying in govern-
ment schools under SEBA are
availing lectures online.

Silchar photojournalist

succour to hungry birds,

e ;

Good Samaritan: Silchar-based photojournalist Partha Seal feeding monkeys during the ongoing
lockdown.— Photo: Arindam Gupta.

ARINDAM GUPTA

SILCHAR, May 3: As the
country moves into the third
phase of the lockdown to con-
tain the spread of the dreaded
COVID-19 pandemic, politi-
cians and people in general
across many places have gone
out of their way to provide re-
lief material in the form of es-
sential items to the weaker
sections of the society.

In Silchar, 49-year-old pho-
tojournalist Partha Seal, how-

ever, is on a different mission
altogether. Besides his official
assignments, he often reaches
out to birds at home and mon-
keys in far-flung areas across
the district.

He even keeps grains for
birds in his scooty and spreads
them whenever he meets the
winged denizens.

The Assam Tribune recent-
ly spoke to Partha to know
about his love and concern for
birds and animals and his hu-
mane gesture towards them

during the lockdown.

“Apart from my work, I love
feeding birds and animals. At
home, birds frequent our lawn
to feed on grains which I collect
for them. Recently, a person
from Srikona informed me that
hordes of monkeys in the vicin-
ity often visit the residential ar-
eas in search of food. With the
vegetable markets closed due
to the ongoing crisis, the simi-
ans are compelled to go hungry,
following which they forage for
food around the locality.”

brings
animals

“In an effort to bring res-
pite to the hungry simians, I
travelled at least 10 kms
away from home and subse-
quently fed the monkeys.
From watermelons to cauli-
flowers, apples and pome-
granates, the monkeys glee-
fully took everything I of-
fered,” said Partha.

Asked whether he faced ob-
jection from the locals for feed-
ing the monkeys, Partha ad-
mitted that there was blatant
opposition from people in the
area. But the point that the
animals too needed food to
survive was a far stronger ar-
gument to quell the protests.

“I am happy to be of some
worth for the animals whom [
see struggling to find food.
People may utter mean words
and even try to disrupt me, but
I was able to serve the simi-
ans in whatever way I could.
Reflecting on the situation, I
feel some higher power may
be driving my actions, or else
how is it that the monkeys do
not injure me, nor the birds
fail to respond positively,” he
maintained.

Rusting in peace: Hand-pulled carts that deal in fast food lie idle along the Tulsi Narayan Sarmah Path in Jorhat during the
nationwide lockdown to break the COVID-19 transmission chain, on Sunday. — Photo: Wasim Rahman.
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NEW DELHI, May 3: Sports Min-
ister Kiren Rijiju on Sunday said his
ministry is devising a plan to ensure
aphased resumption of national camps
for Olympic-bound athletes by the
end of this month but others might
have to wait till at least September.

Rijiju said the coronavirus-forced
nationwide lockdown, which has been
extended till May 17, forced his min-
istry to delay the resumption of the
training camps at Sports Authority of
India (SAI) centres. The lockdown
was earlier meant to end on May 3.

“The camps will start in a phase-
wise manner. First we will start train-
ing in NIS Patiala and SAI, Bengaluru
where athletes are based currently...
by the end of this month training is
expected to start in Bengaluru and
Patiala,” Rijiju said at FICCI's webi-
nar titled ‘Corona & Sports: The
Champions Speak’.

“The camps will be for those sports
which have qualified for Olympics or
the sports whose Olympic qualifica-
tion is in future,” he said.

“We will relax things partially look-
ing at the Olympics,” he added.

The national camps were suspend-
ed in mid-March when the COVID-
19 cases began rising in the country.

The pandemic has killed over 1300

The camps
will be for
those sports
which have
qualified for
Olympics or
the sports
whose
Olympic
qualification is
in future.

- Kiren Rijiju

people in India while more than
39,000 have tested positive for the
deadly infection. Globally, the death
toll has crossed 2 lakh.

The Sports Minister said he want-
ed a resumption of the national camps
on Sunday itself but his hands were
tied by the extension of the lockdown,
which comes under the National Dis-
aster Management Act.

“Ithought of starting training of ath-
letes at SAI centres from May 3 but
now we will have to do that in a
phased manner by the end of this
month because sports events don’t

Sports

.

get any relaxation under the Disas-
ter Management Act.

“We don’t fall under essential serv-
ices,” Rijiju said.

Rijiju, however, made it clear ath-
letes of disciplines, which are not in
the reckoning for Olympic qualifica-
tion, will have to wait for a longer
duration to start training.

“We will not allow any national camp
beyond Olympic-bound athletes or
probables. The resumption of such
camps (which are not in reckoning for
Olympics) may have to wait till Sep-
tember-October this year,” he said.

- SPORTS
Plan to resume national

from May-end:

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020

camps Current situation 1s like
'Test match on dangerous
wicket: Ganguly

| | t

The minister also said that fans will
have to wait for a while to see sport-
ing activities on the ground till the
pandemic is brought under control.

“Let us not expect any competi-
tive match in near future,” Rijiju said.

Rijiju’s comments came close on
the heels of Indian Olympic Associa-
tion President Narinder Batra’s
statement on Saturday that he will
ask the government to allow nation-
al campers undergo outdoor training
inside the country’s major sports cen-
tres during the lockdown.

The Athletics Federation of India
and some athletes at the NIS-Patiala
had also written to the Sports Minis-
try to allow outdoor training.

The Sports Minister said people,
including athletes, should expect a lot
of changes in their day-to-day life and
functioning even after the situation
normalises.

“We must accept that things are not
going to be as they used to be. We
have chalked out certain plans for the
future. We are also looking forward
to see how India takes up this chal-
lenge and emerges as a strong sport-
ing nation post COVID-19,” he said.

“Coronavirus is a reality and it is not

going to get over soon and so we will
have to live with it,” he added. — PTI

NEW DELHI, May 3:
BCClI president Sourav Gan-
guly is deeply saddened and
intimidated by the devasta-
tion caused because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and has
equated the unprecedented
crisis to playing a Test match
on a dangerous wicket.

The decorated former play-
er opened up on life under
lockdown due to the novel
coronavirus pandemic that has
claimed over 2.40 lakh lives
across the world while infect-
ing more than 34 lakh people.

“This situation is a Test
match on a very dangerous
wicket. The ball is seaming
and spinning as well — the
batsman has very little mar-
gin of error,” Ganguly said
while speaking on ‘100 Hours
100 Stars’, an initiative start-
ed by Fever Network.

“So, the batsman has to
score runs and keep his wick-
et safe with this little margin
of error, and win this Test
match,” he added.

A winner of innumerable
fierce battles during his play-

ing days when there was no
dearth of fearsome fast bowl-
ers and quality spinners,
Ganguly was tempted to
draw a parallel between the
tough moments in the sport
and the health crisis.

“This is very difficult, but

we hope that we will win this
match together,” he added.

Ganguly expressed his
sadness at the number of lives
lost in the pandemic and the
irreparable damage that it
has caused.

“Iam really upset seeing the
current situation, because so
many people are suffering out-
side. We are still struggling to
understand how to stop this
pandemic,” he said.

“This atmosphere all over
the world has really both-
ered me. We don’t know how,
when and where it came from
—we all were unprepared for
this,” he added.

Not just upset, Ganguly
conceded he cannot help feel-
ing a big scared of what’s un-
folding because of the disease.

“People are being affected
by this so much. There have
been so many deaths. This
situation upsets me, and I
also feel scared,” he said.

“People come to my house
to deliver groceries, food, so
I feel a little scared as well.
So it’s a mixed feeling. I just
want this to end as quickly as
possible,” he added,

He said cricket has taught
him to face tough situations
in life and the importance of
staying alert at all times.

Asked how he keeps him-
self positive, the former cap-
tain said: “Cricket has taught
me alot. I faced real life, high-
pressure situations. You have
to make runs and there is just
one ball left.” — PTI

Pogba using lockdown to prepare for return

LONDON, May 3: Manchester United

“I can do some training, some running,

Neville claims Premier League clubs ‘frightened’

LONDON, May 3: Gary Neville has

N X

NEW DELHI, May 3:
Former India opener Gautam
Gambhir feels that Rohit
Sharma has been able to
make more impact in white
ball cricket compared to Vi-
rat Kohli despite Indian skip-
per’s staggering statistics in
shorter formats.

Gambhir, however, believes
that Kohli will end up scoring
more runs than Rohit.

“For me white-ball cricket
is all about impact. Kohli will
end up getting many more
runs than Rohit, and Kohli is
among the greatest right now,
but Rohit has an edge over
Kohli because of the impact
he has,” Gambhir told Sports
Tak, according to India Today
website.

“I think he (Rohit) is the
best white-ball cricketer in
the world right now. He is
not the greatest overall but
at the moment he is the best.
He is the only player to have
hit 3 ODI double hundreds,
5 World Cup hundreds (in one
edition) and he is also the
only player, who once gets

League in March.

mer.

“I have a little home gym in my house,”
Pogba told United’s website.

midfielder Paul Pogba is using the coronavi-
rus lockdown to step up his return to fit-
ness after an injury-plagued season.

Pogba had made just eight appearances
for United this season before the health cri-
sis forced the suspension of the Premier

The French World Cup winner hasn’t
played a single match in 2020 due to his
persistent ankle problems. His last appear-
ance came in a December 26 win over New-
castle, but Pogba has been keeping fit dur-
ing the virus break and hopes to be ready if
the Premier League can return in the sum-

some bike, go outside and do some things
with the ball. I am just keeping busy and
keeping healthy.

“We have got to stay motivated, there is
no other choice. It is a period and we don’t
know until when it will be like this, but I

still have goals in my head and one day hope-

fully this (pandemic) will stop.

“And then we have to get back on the
pitch, so we have to be ready.

“For myself, I have been out for a long
time as well, so for me I just want to come
back playing football.”

Pogba, 27, has been in regular contact with

his United team-mates during the lockdown

as they follow the club’s fitness regime from
home. — AFP

accused Premier League clubs of be-
ing “frightened to death” to publicly
back the plan to restart the season.
Premier League stakeholders met
on Friday to debate how to finish the
current campaign, with reports that
some clubs want to abandon the sea-
son due to the pandemic and others
are keen to play all remaining 92 fix-

tures.

Former Manchester United defend-
er Neville believes clubs do not want
to be held liable should a player be-
come ill with the coronavirus if the
English season resumes.

The French and Dutch seasons have
been called off because of the health

crisis and while the Premier League
have apparently earmarked a June re-
turn, that date is far from set in stone.

Claiming there needs to be more
public comment from clubs, Neville

wrote on Twitter: “The PL are having

a CV nightmare. They keep spouting
Health First but then brief constantly
‘We have to Re-Start’.

“I’d respect them more if they said
‘We accept the increase in Health Risk
but it’s one we are willing to take’.
They won’t as they are frightened to
death!”

When Neville was asked by a Twit-
ter user what would happen if some-
one died as a result of the restart, he
said: “That’s why we haven’t heard
one single prominent CEOQ/Chairman/
Owner or Executive open his mouth
to back the re-start! Brief/Brief/Brief!
Scared to death of the liability and

blame.” — AFP

past 100-run mark, people
say that he missed a double
century.”

Talking further about Kohli
and Rohit, the 2011 World
Cup winner said, “It is very
difficult to compare both of
them. Virat Kohli is unbeliev-
able. His stats prove that.

“But when your reputation
is such that when you get out
after a hundred, people say
he has missed out on double
hundred, that speaks vol-
umes about you.”

The 33-year-old Rohit has

T right now. He

he 1s the best.

— Gautam Gambhir

I think he
(Rohit) 1s the

kY e best white-ball

cricketer in
the world ,,
1S not the
greatest
overall but at
the moment

scored 9115 runs from 224
ODIs at an average of 49.27
at a strike rate of 88.92. He
has 29 hundreds and 43 fif-
ties to his name. In T20Is,
Rohit has scored 2273 runs
from 108 matches at an av-
erage of 32.62 and a strike
rate of 138.78.

The 31-year-old Kohli, on
the other hand, has scored
11867 runs from 248 ODIs at
an average of 59.33 at a strike
rate of 93.25. He has scored
43 centuries and 58 half centu-
ries. Kohli has also scored

. oit has an edge over Kohli: Gambhir

2794 runs from 82 T20Is at an
average of 50.80 and a strike
rate of 138.24.

The 38-year-old Gambhir,
now a BJP Member of Par-
liament, gave credit to Ma-
hendra Singh Dhoni for Ro-
hit’s successful career.

“Where Rohit is today, it
is because of MS Dhoni. One
good thing about MS was that
he always kept Rohit in the
talks, even if he was not part
of the team, he was always
part of the group. He never
let him get sidelined,” Gam-
bhir said.

It’s the backing of captain
that makes or breaks a play-
er, Gambhir said.

“You can talk about the
selection committee and
team management, but if
you do not have the backing
from your captain than it is
all useless. Everything is in
the hands of the captain.
How MS Dhoni had backed
Rohit Sharma over a peri-
od of time, I do not think
any player has been given
such support.” — PTI
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Solution of last problem

Originating from Japan, [11 2 1 &|6 3 4 a7 1@z a
‘sudoku’isamindgame |7 10 B 1Z|& 2 11|3 & 4 5
and apuzzlethatcanbe |8 3 & £]12 10 7 5|2 & 1 1
solved with proper |B 1110 4 F1R2E|5 2 3 4
reasoning and logic. Fill |& 12 7 3|11 & & 2|8 1 0 &
the grid with digitsinsuch |21 4 213 9 B 10]B 11 7 12
amanner thateveryrow, |1 5 12 #14 & 0 @it 5 = &
every column and every |4 & 2 S5 11 2 112 7 & 10
3x 3 box accommodates |12 2 = THT 12 & j 4 581
the digits 1to 9 without [= = 11 IHE = B T e S 3
repeating any. 3 78 1|0 a1iizle &5 3

T thought of commutting
suicide thrice: Shami

NEW DELHI, May 3: In a startling revelation, India speedster
Mohammed Shami has claimed that he thought of committing
suicide thrice while battling personal issues a few years ago,
forcing his family to keep a watch over him at all times.

He said his family members feared he “might jump” from

their 24th floor apartment.

Shami, one of India’s leading bowlers in recent years, opened
up on his personal and professional life during an Instagram
chat with team-mate and limited overs squads’ vice-captain

Rohit Sharma.

“I think if my family had not supported me back then I would
have lost my cricket. I thought of committing suicide three times
during that period due to severe stress and personal problems,”
Shami revealed during the session on Saturday.

Now one of the mainstays of Indian bowling attack across
formats, the 29-year-old was struggling to focus on his

cricket, then.

“I'was not thinking about cricket at all. We were living on the
24th floor. They (family) were scared I might jump from the
balcony. My brother supported me a lot,” Shami said. — PTI
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VERY IMPORTANT REQUEST

‘ TO ALL THE RESPECTED

DISTRICT MAGISTRATES OF INDIA

We are earnestly willing to open all our business branches all over India to start
our pusiness

Keeping the nature of our business in consideration, in every large city,
5 to 10 thousand field workers and at small places, 500 to 1000-2000 field workers
will require special passes to move all over the city/area. As the nature of the
business demands, all the workers go house to house, shop to shop to conduct 100%
business, Ifwe are unable to do so, our business generation level stands at zerg.

We also request for passes for 100% of our office workers because there are

thousands of offices where only 2,3 or very few office workers are at work and unless
all the necessary related sections such as computer, application form, receipt,
voucher, payment, commission computing etc., are not fully functional, the office
cannot run. The reduced number of workers to ane-third or half cannot do the
required job, Moreaver, wea will require many other relevant permissions such as the

permission to operate few kinds of vehicles, etc.

For passes and other parmissions, our authorised managers will contact you with
the complete list of the workers, We reguest you to please get the passes and
required permissions, etc. arranged at the earliest so that we can open our
offices soon.

Being the guardian of the world's largest family Sahara India Pariwar, | am comveying
to you the feelings of its 15 lakh workers and on their behalf, | express my heartfelt
gratitude and deep regards to you the Head of the District Administration and every
member of your Team, Doctors, Murses, Paramedics, Members of the Police Force,

officials and workers of Local Administration, Sanitation Workers and all the warriors
who are fighting the tough battle against the caorona pandemic In this difficult time.

Sahara Pranam

—————
*

(Subrata an.Sahara]
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