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CORONA COUNT ’ﬂ
33,610 1,07 :
CASES  IDEATHS

8,373 RECOVERED

<
8,30,201 samples have been
tested as on April 30

Almost 50% of
the dead are
below age 60,
up from 25%

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

OF THE 1,075 novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) deaths across the
country till Thursday, almost half
the patients were less than 60
years old. This marks a shift since
April 18, when less than 25 per
cent of the deaths occurred in
this age group.

On the other hand, those
aged over 75 years now account
for only 9.2 per cent of the
deaths, asharp fall from the 42.2
per cent earlier.

Ahead of May 3, when the
lockdown is scheduled to end,
Union Health Secretary Preeti
Sudan has asked state chief secre-
taries to “broadbase” the criteria
for red, orange and green zones,
and designate areas according to
their assessment. As per the re-
vised criteria, she said, green
zones are districts which haven’t
reported a fresh case in 21 days,
down from the 28 days earlier. In
her letter, she listed 130 red, 284
orange, and 319 green districts.

“The districts were earlier
designated as hotspots | red
zones, orange zones and green
zones, primarily based on the cu-
mulative cases reported and the
doubling rate. Since recovery
rates have gone up, the districts
are now being designated across
various zones duly broad-basing
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DEALING WITH ECONOMIC FALLOUT OF LOCKDOWN

Second stimulus: Govt plans targeting
based on need, MSMEs to begin with

PM wary of open-ended provisions:
Fund for MSME with guarantee likely

AANCHAL MAGAZINE &
SUNNY VERMA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

ASTHE Covid pandemic and the
prolonged lockdown batter all
sectors of the economy, the gov-
ernment, sources said, is work-
ing on a rescue package that, for
now, may address the needs of
the micro, smalland mediumen-
terprise (MSME) segment rather
than the larger corporate sector.

More than six meetings have
been held at the Prime Minister’s
Office — including Thursday’s
with Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
—todiscuss the scope and quan-
tum of the second fiscal package.

But what has held back an
announcement is the open-end-
edness of the stimulus
being pushed by sections
within the government.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

MSMEs
® worst hit

EXPLAINED

MSMEs are among the
worst affected by the
downturn. Since they
don’t have large buffers
that blue-chip compa-
nies have, the govern-
ment is planning a relief
package for smaller firms
to improve their access to
funding and their liquid-
ity position.

Migrants headed to villages in UP reach Allahabad from MP on Thursday. Ritesh Shukla

Covid effect: Oman says its own
will replace expats in govt sectors

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

AS GULF economies face a slow-
down due to the oil crisis trig-
gered by the coronavirus out-
break, Oman has called for all
expatriates employed in the
country’s “government sectors”
to be replaced by nationals.
With government jobs al-
ready reserved for nationals un-
der a “decades-old” policy of
“Omanisation”, the latest move is
expected to affect expatriates em-
ployed in state-run companies.

In New Delhi, the fear is that
Oman’s move could “become
the new normal” for many of the
embattled economies in the re-
gion. There are more than 7 lakh
Indians in Oman, of which about
6 lakh are blue collar workers
and professionals, according to
the Indian Embassy in Muscat.

Besides Indians, Bangladesh
and Pakistan nationals form a
major chunk of the expatriate
community, which totals about
one-third of Oman’s population
of over 46 lakh.

According to a monthly sta-
tistical bulletin for April issued by

Oman’s National Centre for
Statistics and Information (NCSI),
and published by Times of Oman,
53,332 expatriates worked in the
government sector as of March-
end, with the total number of for-
eign workers at 13,21,753.
Officially, the Indian govern-
ment has downplayed the latest
directive.  Stressing that
“Omanisation” is a “decades-old
policy”, the Ministry of External
Affairs’ spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said: “The policy is
not India-specific, and not
targeted towards India.”
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Way cleared for Uddhav, Maharashtra
Governor asks EC to hold Council polls

VISHWAS WAGHMODE &
RITIKACHOPRA
MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

MAHARASHTRA Governor B S
Koshyari on Thursday asked the
Election Commission to hold
elections to nine Legislative
Council seats in the state “at the
earliest”. Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray needs to win from
one of those seats to become a
member of the legislature before

Running out
of time to
enter House

a six-month deadline expiring
on May 27.

Sources told The Indian
Express that the EC is likely to
agree to Koshyari's request and
hold polls to the nine seats,
which fell vacant on April 24, at

the earliest. The poll panel has
called a meeting Friday morning
to examine the matter.

The Governor’s letter to the
EC came hours after Shiv Sena
leaders submitted a letter to him
from Thackeray, and two days af-
ter the CM approached Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
matter. Thackeray called up the
PM after the Governor sat on a
recommendation made amonth
ago by the state government to

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

The khullam-khulla boy everyone loved

to love: Ris]

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SHUBHRA GUPTA
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

“MAIN SHAAYAR toh nahin, magar
aii haseen, jabse dekha maine
tuhjhko mujhko shaayari aagayi”.
The year, 1973. The film,
Bobby. The actor, Rishi Kapoor,
singing that song to his beloved.
Bobby was a smash hit.
Overnight, the Rishi Kapoor-
Dimple Kapadia jodi became
such arage that it seemed there
had been no youthful romance
before it, and in a manner of
speaking, there hadn’t.

RisH1 KAPOOR
1953-2020

Raj Kapoor’s talent for telling
oversize stories melding soppi-
ness and sharpness, combined
with his eye for spotting pubes-

cent beauties and a mint-fresh
pair, did the trick. Polka-dotted
bikinis and an artful streak of ‘be-
san’ adorning the hairline

hi Kapoor passes away at 67

(Dimple’s opening scene in the
movie) became the look du jour
foryoung women, and every sin-
gle young love-lorn ‘aashiq’ be-
came a ‘shaayar’, praying for a
“band kamra” and lost keys.
The wearer of those trade-
mark double-knit sweaters and
colourful mufflers passed away
this morning in a Mumbai hos-
pital, after a two-year struggle
with cancer. He had spenta year
inthe US getting treated and had
returned late last year, in a buoy-
antmood. His family said he was
‘jovial’ right to the end - and that
sounds just about right for a man
who supped (and sipped) well,
laughed loudly, and loved well
and fully. He was 67.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Adopt proactive approach
on investment: PM to team

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

IN ORDER to give a boost to the
economy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a detailed
meeting Thursday on strategies
to attract more foreign invest-
ment and promote domestic in-
vestment. He also reviewed the
contribution of the mining sector
inincreasing employment oppor-

tunities and boosting growth.
Modi advocated a “more
proactive approach” to handhold
investors, solving their problems
and helping them in getting all
necessary central and state gov-
ernment clearances in a time-
bound manner, according to a
statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office.
The meeting was attended
by Home Minister Amit Shah,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Sealing fears, dip in
patients, wary staff
are making private
hospitals play safe

to cut travel risks, and even one-

PRABHA RAGHAVAN and-a-half times the salary.

& TABASSUM “They were scared,” says 67-
BARNAGARWALA year old Dr Dastur, his face half
NEW DELHI, covered by anN-95
MUMBAI, APRIL 30 maskas hewalksin
I — PRIVATE 8 anempty lane near
ITHASBEEN a strug- his home at Cuffe
gle for Dr Rohintan ISOL—ATE D Parade. The 200-
Dastur, Medical AN EXPRESSSERIES bed hospital man-
Director at South m aged to resume

Mumbai’s Bhatia
Hospital, to get his
700-odd staff back to work after it
was first sealed on April 8. He of-
fered them transport, hotel stay

limited services just
a day ago. Nurses
and doctors have reported to
work, but house-keeping staffis
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

What Bengal’s official
tally doesn’t say:

One in 8 who tested
positive died of virus

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

WEST BENGAL Wednesday re-
vealed that 105 persons infected
with the coronavirus had died in
the state, but maintained that
only 33 of these deaths could di-
rectly be attributed to COVID-19.
The other 72 had pre-existing
diseases, or co-morbidities, and
the fact that they had also tested
positive for coronavirus was “in-
cidental”, Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha said.

The latest numbers were re-
vealed by an expert committee
that was formed to carry out an
audit of all the coronavirus
deaths being reported in the state
and assess the exact reasons.

“The Death Audit Committee
has recommended that Health
Department officials should
keep more records of patients,
and improve the procedure of
keeping records. The committee
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also advised that there should be
a uniform format to issue death
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

Officer dies, BMC may exit
Mumbiai food distribution

LAXMAN SINGH
MUMBAI, APRIL 30

In the first death of a municipal
staff due to COVID-19 in
Mumbai, a 49-year-old
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation (BMC) official who
was taking care of food distribu-
tion to homeless and migrant
workers in Dharavi area passed
away on Wednesday.

With his death setting off

Madhukar
Hariyan
died of
Covid-19

panic and another municipal
staff testing positive, Mumbai
Mayor Kishori Pednekar said the
civic body would conduct med-
ical check-up of allits officials in-
volved in food distribution.
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West Bengal

certificates. The committee ad-
vised the death certificates
should have immediate cause of
death, antecedent cause of
death and underlying cause of
death,” Sinha said.

West Bengal had formed this
committee on April 2. Till that day,
the state had reported seven
deaths, but the government re-
vised it downward to three, citing
the same reason.

On April 24, the expert com-
mittee gaveitsfirstreportinwhich
ithad said that of the 57 deaths of
coronavirus-positive patients in
the statetill then, only 18 could be
attributed directly to COVID-19.

Co-morbid conditions in peo-
ple dying due to COVID-19 is not
uncommon. In fact, more than 50
per cent of people who have died
inIndiahad a pre-existing disease
—diabetes and hypertension were
the most common. The details of
many of the rest are not known,
and it is possible that a significant
numberevenamong those would
have co-morbid conditions.

Most of the other states have
included the deaths of all those
who tested positive in its COVID-
19 toll. And, no state has reported
suchalarge difference in the num-
bers of actual deaths of coron-
avirus-positive patients,and those
whose deaths have been ascer-
tained to have been caused prima-
rily by COVID-19.

However, following in the foot-
steps of West Bengal, several have
also constituted death audit com-
mittees. Authorities in Delhi,
Mumbai and Punjab have an-
nounced that expert committees
would assess the cause of deathin
every case where a positive pa-
tient dies.

On Thursday, West Bengal re-
ported that it had 572 “active”
Coronavirus cases. A total of 139
people who had earlier tested pos-
itive had recovered, while 33 had
died.

Thatwould give the state a to-
tal caseload of 744. But, by adding
the 72 others who have died, since
they have been confirmed tohave
tested positive, the total number
of cases would go up to 816. This
would mean that at least one in
every eight persons who has
tested positive in the state has
died.No other state in the country
has such a high case fatality ratio.

The Indian Express has re-
ported that West Bengal was the
state with the fastest spread of the
disease right now, and the lowest
doubling time.

Inthelast24 hours, Sinhasaid,
1,905 samples were tested.
Overall, the 14 designated labs in
the state have tested 16,525 sam-
ples. “One of our testing laborato-
ries has not been working over the
last three days due to some techni-
cal problems. Two more private
laboratories have been added to
the list but they have not started
testing samples of COVID-19,”
Sinha said.

According to a report by the
Health Department, positive cases
are now being reported mainly
from Kolkata, Howrah, Hooghly
and North 24 Parganas districts.

“All over the state, there are
444 containment zones, of which
major zones are from three dis-
tricts, Kolkata, Howrah and North
24 Parganas. In Kolkata, there are
264 containment zones. In
Howrah and North 24 Parganas,
there are 72 and 70 containment
zones, respectively,” the report
states.

The official figures show that
5,288 persons are in government
quarantine and 10,773 in home.

Officer dies

Pednekar said with the de-
mand for food expected to come
down as states take their migrant
labour back, the BMC might also
stop distribution of food. “After
this, corporators can make
arrangement for food distribution
in (their) respective wards. Also,
grains, instead of food packets, will
be considered,” she said in a
recorded video.

The BMC has been distribut-
ing about 6 lakh food packets to
labourersand homelessacross the
city daily.

Madhukar Hariyan, who died
on Wednesday, was an inspector
inthe Assessment Department of
G-North Ward (Dharavi, Dadar,
Shivaji Park) and had been work-
ing for the BMC for more than 15
years. Aresident of Borivali, he did
not have any co-morbidity, a civic
official said. According to BMCof-
ficials, Hariyan developed feveron
April 22 and had not been coming
to office since then.

“Initially, he went to a private
doctor in Borivali. However, his
condition started deteriorating.
Since he had COVID-19like symp-
toms, he was tested on Monday
and the results came positive af-
ter two days. On Wednesday,
when municipal staff were taking
him to KasturbaHospital for treat-
ment, he died on the way,” an of-
ficial said.

The 30 staff members of G-
North Ward who had beenincon-
tactwith Hariyan have been tested
for COVID-19 and sent to home
quarantine for 14 days pending re-

sults. “Since none of them has
symptoms, we have told them to
stay athome,” Assistant Municipal
Commissioner, G-North Ward,
Kiran Dighavkar said. Samples
have also been taken of Hariyan’s
mother, wife and two daughters.

With a population density of
35,000 per sq km and more than
8 lakh people, Dharavi remains a
challenge for the BMC. On
Wednesday, 14 new cases were
reported from the slum area, tak-
ing the total cases there to 344. It
has seen 18 deaths of people with
coronavirus.

The BMC is currently distrib-
uting food at 700 spots in the city,
through more than 800 Planning
Department staff. They collect
food from 44 community
kitchens.

The BMC union said very little
had been done to ensure their
safety. “Hariyan lost his life due to
the BMC's negligence. We had de-
manded medical check-up of all
the municipal staff part of food
distribution as they did not have
safety gear and directly came in
contact with many people. Now,
after Hariyan's death, the BMChas
promised to conduct check-up of
all staff and give them basic pro-

tective equipment,” said
Ramakant Bane, general secretary
of the union.

On Thursday, Dr Sangita
Hasnale, Assistant Municipal
Commissioner, Planning
Department, and in charge of food
distribution, issued a circular say-
ing all the staff would be checked
for symptoms.

Almost 50% dead

the criteria. This classification is
multi-factorial and takes into con-
siderationincidence of cases,dou-
bling rate, extent of testing and
surveillance feedback to classify
thedistricts. Adistrict will be con-
sidered under green zone if there
are are no confirmed cases so far
or there is no reported case since
last 21 days in the district,” Sudan
wrote.

Among the states and UTs
which have 10or moredistrictsin
the red zone are Delhi, West
Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
and Uttar Pradesh.

Meanwhile, according to the
latest data released by the Union
Health Ministry, 14 per cent of
COVID-19 patients who died were
less than 45 years, 34.8 per cent
were 45-60 years, 42 per cent
were 60-75 years, 9.2 per cent
were over 75 years. This means
that 48.8 per cent of those who
died were aged less than 60 years.

On April 18, when the death
toll stood at488,a similar analysis
by the Health Ministry had re-
vealed that 42.2 per cent of the
deaths occurred in the over-75-
years age group, 33.1 per cent in
60-75 years, 10.3 per cent in 45-
60 years, and 14.4 per cent below
45 years. So, only 24.7 per cent of
those who died were aged less
than 60 years.

While the case fatality rate is
3.2 per cent, 78 per cent of those
who died had co-morbidities -
down from 83 per centon April 18
-and 65 per cent were males.

Inthelast24 hours, 1,823 new
cases and 67 deaths were re-
ported. While the total case count
is now 33,610, about 25 per cent
have recovered (8,372). A total of
8,30,201 samples have been
tested so far.

The national doubling time
has now increased to 11 days - it
was 34 days before the lockdown.
The doubling timeis even morein
several states and Union territo-
ries (UTs). In Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Odisha,
Rajasthan, Tamil Naduand Punjab,
the doublingtimeis 11-20days.In
Karnataka, Ladakh, Haryana,
Uttarakhand and Kerala, it is 20-
40 days; in Assam, Telangana,
Chhattisgarh and Himachal
Pradesh it is more than 40 days -
inHimachal Pradesh, itisover 191
days.

Following a letter from Sudan
to the states earlier, the Health
Ministry reiterated ina statement
that hospitals must ensure non-
COVIDessential services. “Aguid-
ance note of Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has been is-
sued on April 20 to enable the de-
livery of essential health services
during the COVID-19 outbreak.
This includes providing essential
services forreproductive and child
health,immunisation, communi-
cable diseases such as TB, leprosy
and vector-borne diseases, as well
as non-communicable diseases
suchascanceranddialysis,” it said.

The ministry said reports that
private hospitals are “hesitant to
provide critical services like dialy-
sis, blood transfusion, chemother-
apy and institutional deliveries to
their regular patients” are “unac-
ceptable”.

“States/ UTsarealsoadvised to
follow the guidelines regarding
COVID-19 testing issued by ICMR
onApril 17.The protocol should be
widely disseminated among
healthcare service providers and
testing for COVID-19 should be as
per protocol,” it said.

At the daily briefing, Health
Ministry Joint Secretary Lav
Agarwal said that adequate avail-
ability of hydroxychloroquine has

“The Prime Minister has
been asking ‘searching’ ques-
tions. What probably weighs in
his mind is the aftermath of the
massive stimulus the govern-
ment imparted following the
2008 global financial crisis. Few
large industrial groups made the
most of the monetary and fiscal
stimulus, built huge and unsus-
tainable balance sheets, left
banks with large NPAs, and this
also led to high inflation,” said a
source who did not wish to be
named.

The political leadership is
keen to avoid this.

While individual ministries
and departments are making a
strong case for a large-scale fis-
cal package, there are indications
fromother quarters foraneedto
pause, calibrate the impact and
thenannounce any intervention.
The Prime Minister is worried
about the lack of a “sunset
clause” in stimulus provisions.

“He would rather have it
more focused. MSMEs, health
care, financial sector, and the
poor and vulnerable - these will
remain the target segments,” an-
other official said.

Sources involved in dis-
cussing the second fiscal pack-
age said thata consensus seems
to be emerging that within in-
dustry, MSMEs have not gained
much and continue to feel the
pain despite measures an-

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Minister for
Commerce & Industries Piyush
Goyal, MoS (Finance) Anurag
Thakur and top officials of the
central government. It came
amid expectations that the gov-
ernment plans to announce a
fresh set of relief measures for
MSMEs and needy sections of
society to help them combat the
adverse economic effects of the
lockdown.

“It was discussed that a
scheme should be developed to
promote more plugand play in-
frastructure in the existing in-
dustriallands/plots/estatesin the
country and provide necessary
financing support,” the PMO
said. The government may look
at easing some of the existing
regulations toattract greater for-
eigninvestment.

“Various strategies to bring
investments into India in a fast-
track mode and to promote

Proactive approach

nounced by the Finance Ministry
in its first package and steps
taken by the Reserve Bank of
Indiasofar.

Sources said MSMEs may be
supported through a fund that
carriesagovernment guarantee.
“The government could also pro-
vide a direct guarantee against
fresh loans to units in the sector
sothatthey canraise funds from
banks to stay solvent,” said a
source, not wishing tobe named.

Officials indicated there is a
clearrealisation that there exists
limited fiscal space for a big pack-
age of the order of the one ex-
tended in 2009.

MSME  minister Nitin
Gadkari had, on April 24, indi-
cated the possibility of setting up
aRs 1 lakh crore revolving fund
for MSMEs. Itis learnt that direc-
tions have been given to the PSUs
tosettlebills raised by MSMEs to
ensure the latter’s working cap-
ital requirements are met.

The government's plan is to
ensure higher working capital
limits, clearance of any pending
dues and credit guarantee
againstloan losses to MSMEs so
that banks lend to them.

While a credit guarantee
fund for MSMEs is already run
by SIDBI, the new proposal is the
government providing a direct
guarantee against fresh loans to
acertain extent.

This could also be done

Indian domestic sectors were
discussed. Detailed discus-
sions were held on guiding states
to evolve their strategies & be
more proactive in attracting in-
vestments,” it said.

The shutdown of the econ-
omy to combat COVID-19 is ex-
pected to take a severe toll on
economic activity, leading to a
slump in economic growth and
making any possible recovery
very slow.

Economists and analysts ar-
gue that the economy, especially
the MSMEs, would require
greater fiscal support to survive
through this worst downturn,
even though the government
will have to balance any expan-
sion in public expenditure with
the needs of maintaining fiscal
balance.

Rating agency CRISIL has
lowered its growth outlook for
Indiainfiscal 2021 to 1.8 per cent,
from the 3.5 per cent estimated
earlier. The forecast is based on
anassumption that the Covid ef-

Govt plans targeting based on need

through a government-backed
special purpose vehicle whichis
expected to nudge banks to
boost lending to MSMEs and
lower-rated companies, for
which funding has been choked
because of risk-averse banks.

For the corporate sector as a
whole, a package, if any, will
likely be discussed well after the
lockdown is lifted and issues
specifictoindividual sectors such
as automobiles or aviation get
flagged.

Thereisaview that large cor-
porates got benefits from the
corporate tax cutlast September
whenrates for domesticcompa-
nies were reduced to 22 per cent
from earlier rate of 30 per cent.

Moreover, the upcoming
salary payment position of com-
panies in early May, when April
salaries would be disbursed, is
also being tracked closely to
gauge signs of distress.

As part of the stimulus, the
government has also finalised
planstosetupacreditenhance-
ment company to support
lower-rated infra projects-apro-
posal that hasbeenin the works
some time.

The proposed company, for
which inter-ministerial discus-
sions have been completed, will
provide partial guarantee against
loan losses to lenders, enabling
the borrower to enhance its
credit ratings for infra projects.

fectwill subside materially in the
current quarter, besides a nor-
mal monsoon, and minimum
fiscal supportofRs 3.5 lakh crore.

Data released Thursday
showed that the output of eight
core infrastructure industries
shrank by 6.5 per cent in March
duetofallin productionof crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement and elec-
tricity amid the lockdown, com-
pared to 5.8 per cent expansion
inMarch 2019.

The first economic relief
package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore was
mainly focussed on direct cash
transfers tothe poorandincome
support to farmers. The nextleg
of reliefis being aimed at provid-
ing help to companies along
with a focus to free up lending
resources of the banks.

“It was also discussed that
the reform initiatives under-
taken by the various Ministries
should continue unabated and
actionshould betakeninatime-
bound manner to remove any

“This company will de-risk the
banking sector, enable more
funding for new projects of
nearly Rs 3 lakh crore from banks
and the corporate bond market,”
the official said.

While the government has
so far tried to remain within the
additional 0.5 percentage point
space provided under the Fiscal
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) laws,
thereis arealisation within gov-
ernment that more needs to
done.

A relaxation of the fiscal
deficit target by 1.5 per cent of
GDP could generate around Rs
3.51akhcrore thatcanbeused to
provide an economic stimulus,
according to a recent CRISIL re-
searchreport.

Compared to many devel-
oped economies, many analysts
argue that India has done much
less on the fiscal side while the
RBIhas been proactive in mone-
tary easing.

India’s fiscal package of Rs 1.7
lakh crore, comprising directin-
come transfer and other meas-
ures, is only 0.7 per cent of GDP,
compared with 2.5 per cent in
China, 8.9 per centin the US, 79
per cent in South Korea and 6.6
per centinBrazil, the report said.

The Finance Ministry has so
far not responded to queries
seeking comments for the story.

obstacles whichimpede promo-
tionof investmentand industrial
growth,” the PMO said.

Modidiscussed potential re-
formsin the minesand coal sec-
tors to give a boost to the econ-
omy — ensuring easy and
abundantavailability of mineral
resources from domestic
sources, upscaling exploration,
attracting investmentand mod-
erntechnology, to generate large
scale employment through a
transparent and efficient
processes.

According to an official
statement, auctioning of addi-
tional blocks, encouraging
wider participation in auc-
tions, increasing the produc-
tion of mineral resources, re-
ducing the cost of mining and
cost of transporting, increas-
ing ease of doing business
while also reducing carbon
footprint with environmen-
tally sustainable development
also formed important part of
the discussions.

been ensured at the ground level.
He reiterated that rapid tests,
which have been stopped follow-
ing reports of varying accuracy,
havealimited rolein surveillance.
“ICMRis working with states tofi-
nalise how this should be used on
the ground. As for diagnosis and
treatment, the RT-PCR test is the
best option,” he added.

Agarwal said while the coun-
try is part of WHO’s multi-coun-
try Solidarity Trial for potential
treatments for COVID-19, the
remdesivir trial of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) in the US is in-
conclusive and India will wait for
more studies before taking a call
onthedrug.

Sealing fears

still staying away. The hospital is
admitting only emergency Covid
cases.

Bhatia Hospital is just one of
the 10 private hospitals that had
toshutdown temporarily after the
Municipal Corporation of Greater
Mumbai used the blunt instru-
ment of sealingwhen some heath
care staff reported Covid positive.
The metro with maximum cases
and deaths witnessed an almost
complete collapse of private
healthcare in the early days of the
Covid pandemic.

Private hospitals fear admit-
ting Covid patients will expose
their frontline staff to infection,
and this could attract adverse ac-
tion. To top this, there is little clar-
ity on testing patients - upon ad-
missionas well as pre-operatively.
Two, following government ad-
vice, many patients rescheduled
elective or planned surgeries. OPD
(out-patient department) consult-
ing hasanyway reduced toasmall
fraction of pre-Covid days.

But as the number of positive
cases continue to rise and reports
of hospitals turning away patients
pour in, states want private nurs-
ing homes to open fully. With the
Municipal Corporation of Greater
Mumbai (BMC) struggling to ex-
pand its isolation beds, the
Maharashtra government
Thursday warned hospitals
against refusing patients - Covid
or non-Covid. The Delhi govern-
ment too issued an order asking
allnursing homes and hospitals to
resume services, and admit non-
Covid patients.

But private healthcare facilities
inMumbai are wary after the seal-
ing experience. Those willing to

reopen find little to no support
from paramedical staff.

In Kolkata too, private hospi-
tals feel they are ill-equipped to
handle suspected Covid patients.
When patients with Covid-like
symptoms come, they just redi-
rect them to dedicated COVID-19
hospitals. Peerless, which has an
11-bed isolation ward and is
equipped with ICU beds and a
couple of ventilators,admits Covid
patients. But RTIICS doesn’t.
Private hospitals in Kolkatadid set
up a few isolation beds following
a meeting with the state govern-
ment on March 20, but many are
scared and fear they are ill-
equipped to handle suspected
Covid patients, and hence refer
them to dedicated Covid hospitals.

These fears echo throughout
the country, especially in smaller
private facilities that either shut
shop due to lack of PPE, reduced
manpower, or the inability to fi-
nancially sustain themselves fol-
lowinga sharpdrop in wall-in pa-
tients.

Large corporate hospitals too
are feeling the heat.

Forinstance, Max Healthcare’s
non-frontline staff across the
board, including senior doctors
whoare notdirectly involvedinits
Covid and other facility operations,
have taken pay cuts of “above 25
percent” so that the hospital chain
can “continue to be operational
during the time of Covid”, Abhay
Soi, Chairman, Max Healthcare,
told The Indian Express.

“Otherindustries have the op-
tionof reducing operationsor lay-
ing off staff, but the healthcare in-
dustry faces a peculiar problem -
we have to bear increasing costs
atthis time while simultaneously
ramping up capacity to meet a
growing requirement,” he said.

Several hospitals, especially in
Tier Il and Tier Ill cities, are also
wary of the “mahamari aspatal
(pandemichospital)” tag affecting
business for many months to
comeeven after the epidemic sub-
sides.Forinstance, Bihar has more
than 250 for-profit and not-for-
profit private hospitals, empan-
eled under the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana. Most of them had, how-
ever, shut operations fearing they
would not be able to contain the
infection if it spread in their hos-
pitals, some state government of-
ficials said on condition of
anonymity.

However, in states which have

the capacity given the factthat the
case load is manageable, the gov-
ernment has kept private hospi-
talsonstandby, while it prioritises
treatment at its own facilities. For
instance, depending on the re-
quirement, only selective private
healthcare facilities in Madhya
Pradesh have beeninvolved by the
state as dedicated centres.

“If we involve everyone, it
would be chaotic,” said Dr
Lokendra Dave, member, state-
level Technical Advisory
Committee, whoisalsoone of the
members of a government team
tasked with medical treatment
and hospital management.
Another reason for this is that not
all private facilities have the equip-
ment and resources to follow the
protocol of treatment, he said.

“While thereisarisk thatthey
couldend up spreading the infec-
tion, the government has to also
ensure that there are facilities for
treatment of non-Covid patients.
The government may involve
more hospitals if they have facili-
ties,” he said.

The case is similar in Uttar
Pradesh, which has notbarred pri-
vate hospitals from treating pa-
tients, but has limited Covid facil-
ities to private medical colleges.
According to Principal Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad, the
planisto hire another buildinglike
a lodge, smaller private hospital,
hotel or hostel around every hos-
pital with an isolation facility so
that asymptomatic patients can
be shifted there. This way, hospital
beds can be vacated for serious pa-
tients.

“We have several private med-
ical colleges already in our fold and
that gives usatotal bed capacity of
10,000 (government and private
combined).We have notified alot
of private hospitals and, as and
when the need arises, we have
told them that they should be
ready within three-five-day notice
to prepare themselves for provid-
ing Covid care. In the meantime,
weexpect private hospitals should
be giving other essential services
like dialysis at their facilities,” said
Prasad.

In Telangana, private facilities
like Apollo Healthcare were ear-
lier restricted by directions to send
all of their COVID-19 positive pa-
tients to government facilities, said
Dr Sangita Reddy, Joint Managing
Director, Apollo Hospitals
Enterprises.

Inotherinstances, thereisam-

biguity in state government poli-
ciesininvolving and allowing pri-
vate facilities.

“An area where additional
clarity would helpis the testing of
patients on admission as well as
pre-operatively. This seems im-
portant to safeguard other pa-
tients and staff from patients who
may be positive, but asympto-
matic or mildly symptomatic,”
said Dr Ashutosh Raghuvanshi,
Managing Director and CEO, Fortis
Healthcare.

“Situations like this may result
inquarantine of large numbers of
medical staff, which we canill af-
ford at this juncture,” he said. Fortis
Healthcare has set up isolation
wards and earmarked 350 isola-
tion beds across its 28 hospitals.

Hospitals like Apollo too face
constraints in treating patients
coming to their facilities for cru-
cial,non-Covid treatment. Unsure
if they are carrying the coron-
avirus, which puts Apollo’s staff at
risk of infection, the hospital is
bulking up on its use of personal
protection equipment. While
Apollocanstill afford this, smaller
private nursing homes and facili-
tiesin states like Maharashtra have
also been demanding PPEs for
their staff.

“In every emergency room
now, all our staff wears PPEs, be-
cause we don’t know who has
come in. Everyone is treated as
(Covid) positive, because we have
this major constraint of testing,”
said Dr Reddy.

“There is a lack of communi-
cation between government de-
partments. While one depart-
mentwillunderstand the meritin
allowing us to operate a certain
way, another department will say
the opposite,” said the executive
of a private hospital in Delhi on
condition of anonymity.

Inother states like Gujarat, pri-
vate hospitals were never discour-
aged from treating Covid patients.
However, following the nation-
wide lockdown, these hospitals
operated on thin staff, taking in pa-
tients who required emergency
procedure, congruent to the state
health department’s advisory to
avoid planned procedures.

On April 19, Gujarat decided
that those willing to pay and get
treated in private hospitals,cando
sointhree facilities in Ahmedabad
- Sterling Hospital, HCG Hospital
and Narayana Multi-speciality
Hospital. Sterling and HCG
Hospital had started treating

Covid patients last week, while
Narayana  Multi-speciality
Hospital was still in the process of
drafting its treatment protocol.

Inthe absence of defined treat-
ment protocols and lack of access
to protective and testing equip-
ment earlier, some private hospi-
tals were refusing admission to
patients with flu-like symptoms,
instead directing them to govern-
ment facilities. Despite warnings
and advisories by states, many pri-
vate hospitals are still unwilling to
risk whatever little business they
are getting from non-Covid pa-
tients.

Oman

Over the past few weeks,
Oman hasannounced budget cuts
to stabilise the economy. By
Wednesday, the country had
recorded 2,274 COVID-19 cases
and 10related deaths.

Two weeks ago, the state
barred private companies from
sacking Omanis under job cuts tar-
geted tolessen the economicbur-
den caused by the coronavirus cri-
sis.Italso urged private firms toask
non-Omani employees “to leave
permanently”.

The new circular issued by
Oman’s Ministry of Finance
Wednesday called for expatriates
employedin the country’s govern-
ment sectors to be replaced by
Omanis, so that they can con-
tribute to the development of the
Sultanate, according toareportin
the Times of Oman published
Thursday.

“The order for Omanisation of
government sectors will have its
implementation costsincludedin
the 2021 budget estimates, which
need tobe submitted by July 2020.
The circular has also said that the
replacement of expats with
Omanis will need to be done ina
speedy and organised manner,”
the report said.

Itquoted Oman’s Finance min-
istry as saying that the state’s
Financial and Administrative
Audit Institution indicated the
presence of a number of expatri-
ates who occupy leadership and
supervisory jobs in government
firms.

It quoted the ministry as say-
ing that government companies
are considered an “attractive en-
vironment that canaccommodate
qualified Omani job seekers” and
that the companies have “good
potential to execute the govern-
ment’s Omanisation policy”.

On April 7, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had called up
Oman'’s Sultan Haitham bin Tariq
to discuss “health and economic
challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, and the steps being
taken” by their countries to re-
spond to them.

“Sultan assured PM about the
safety and wellbeing of the Indian
community in Oman in the pres-
entsituation,” the MEA had said.

Omar’s former ruler, Sultan
Qaboos bin Said, who died in
January, had been a benefactor of
the Indian community for
decades. India had sent Minority
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas
NaqvitoMuscat to convey its con-
dolences.

Rishi Kapoor

Bobby was one of those films
which turned iconiceven while it
was playing in theatres. It resur-
rected the flailing fortunes of Raj
Kapoor, who was then reeling
from the crash and burn of his
1970 laced-with-melancholy,
semi-autographical opus, Mera
Naam Joker. It gave the wavy-
haired, fair-and-handsome Rishi,
who had a small but significant
part in the former, his break-out
film.

A star was born. And Rishi
Kapoorbecame the golden boy of
Bollywood, the singing-dancing-
romancing hero we all loved to
love.

That Rishi Kapoor would be a
star, was ordained. And he re-
mained one all through his long
career that was dotted with all
kinds of films, good, bad and plain
indifferent, top-lining the youth-
ful, bashful, charmer that he
played so well, till there came a
time when he couldn’t,and tipped
overinto that stage whenanactor
canbe called a veteran.

In the last few years, in
Yashraj’'s Hum Tum (2004),
Kapoor played the kind of suave,
worldly, wine-sipping dads who
are more supportive pals to their
kids.He graduated to grandpa sta-
tusin the Karan Johar production,
‘Kapoor & Sons’ (2016), where he
was buried under layers of latex:
Kapoor, always a star but also al-
ways an able actor, could have
given us age without the make-
up. He had the mileage.

In his best iteration of the
youthfullover, hedialled downthe
mannerisms, looked straight into
theeyes of the girl,and smiled that
smile. Never as crinkly as his un-
cleShashi’s, itwasstilla smile that
did the trick. It melted the heart of
the girl in front of him, and all the
swooning ladies in the audito-
rium.

In 1976, Rishi was part of Yash
Chopra’s evergreen romantic
multi-starrer;, Kabhie Kabhi. Those

were the days of bell-bottoms,
bouffants, floppy collared-shirts,
and hangdoglovers. Rishi aced the
look, and brightened up the film
considerably. The same year, he
had a huge success as a solo hero
with LailaMajnu, inwhich heand
Ranjeeta played the mythic star-
crossed lovers.

But Kapoor could also be sur-
prisingly light on his feet. His
comic timing was on full display
in the 1975 double-bill Khel Khel
Meinand Rafoochakkar, in which
he made whoopee with Neetu
Singh: the two would go on to
make another extremely popular
Yjodi’inanumber of films,and end
up marrying.

Kapoor was right on top, all
through the 70s. He had the ability
to switch between broad brush-
strokes and delicacy, and we saw
that in 1977, when he disco-ed it
up - in blindingly shiny sequins,
strumming the guitar — in Nasir
Hussain’s musical Hum Kissi Se
Kam Nahin. The same year, inare-
markably versatile flip, he ap-
peared in the sombre drama,
Doosra Admi.

And once again, the same year,
a switcheroo. Who can forget
Akbar Allahabadi in ‘Amar Akbar
Anthony’: that paan-stained-
teeth, dil-phenk ‘aashiq/, singing
thattimeless quwaali: “purdah hai
purdah”, and making puppy eyes
at the burqa-clad Neetu Singh? It
was a Dbelieve-it-or-faint
Manmohan Desai entertainer,and
Rishi Kapoor provided a well-
judged balance to the burly bluster
of Amitabh Bachchan and Vinod
Khanna, creating an instant clas-
sic, which spoke so beautifully to
the sectarian, inclusive nature of
India.

So many movies, so many
memorable characters. The 80s
was the decade when Bollywood
was swamped with unimagina-
tiverepeats. Even here, Rishi man-
aged eyeballs. Monty in Subhash
Ghai's 1980 reincarnation drama
‘Karz’; Dev in one of Raj Kapoor’s
last significant outings Prem Rog
(1982); the pain-filled, in-search-
of-redemption Mangal in
Sukhwant Dhadda’s Ek Chadar
Maili Si (1983); Ravi in Saagar
(1985), chiefly remembered only
because it resurrected Dimple
Kapadia’'s dwindling career; Rohit
inChandni(1989),where Sridevi's
nau-nau choodiyaan became the
staple of all shaadi-songs. And
then came Deewana in 1992, in
which his co-star was a mop-
haired, dimpled, rank new-comer:
Shah Rukh Khan.

Kapoor’sdays of playing lover-
boy may have beenoverbut there
was noway you could keepagood
Kapoor down. We saw him play a
conflicted son-and-husband in
Rajkumar Santoshi’s Damini; a
seasoned lover inImtiaz Ali's Love
AajKal; anout-and-outbad guy in
Agneepath; aversionof himselfin
Chintuji; a harried householderin
Do Dooni Chaar (along with
Neetu, equally delightful); and his
star-son Ranbir’s father in the plain
awful Besharam, one that he
would have wanted to throw off
his vast-and-varied CV.

Uddhav

nominate him to the Legislative
Council.

Sena leaders said the
Governor’s move ends the uncer-
tainty over Thackeray’s continu-
ance as CM.

Sources in the EC said that
elections can be conducted amidst
the coronavirus outbreak and
lockdown, provided precautions
asadvised by the Health Ministry
are taken, and MLAs follow social
distancing while casting their vote.
“The Commission can appointan
officer of the Health Department
to assist the state CEO (Chief
Electoral Officer),” an EC officer
said on the condition of
anonymity.

As per a statement by the Raj
Bhavan, “In his letter (to the EC),
the Governor has stated that the
Central Government has an-
nounced many relaxation meas-
ures regarding the enforcement of
lockdown... As such the elections
to the council seats can be held
with certain guidelines, he has
said.”

Sources in the Sena said the
party as well as allies NCP and
Congress had also submitted sep-
arate letters to the EC requesting
for polls to the nine seats, and
handed over copies of the same to
the Governor. Their letters stated
that on account of “peculiar ex-
traordinary unforeseen facts and
circumstances”, Thackeray had
not been able to get himself
elected to the Legislative Council.

“. if the aforesaid elections to
the 9 seats of the State Legislative
Council are not only held but also
concluded on or before 27 May,
2020, inter-alia in the absence of
his nomination to the state legisla-
tive council by the Honorable
Governor. it is apprehended that
he will not be able to continue as
the chief minister. In such an un-
likely situation a very stable gov-
ernment will not be able to con-
tinue uninterruptedly,” the letters
said.
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Murshidabad medical college
chief moved out after order row

Had ordered to not
mention COVID-19
in death certificate
of +ve patients

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

DAYS AFTER medical superinten-
dent of Murshidabad Medical
College and Hospital, Debdas Saha,
issued anorderasking doctors not
tomention COVID-19in the death
certificate of coronavirus patients,
the Bengal government Thursday
removed him. In the April 25 or-
der, Saha directed, “in case of
COVID positive, no mention of
COVID D/C (death certificate)”. A
day later, a rectified order was is-
sued asking doctorstostate theac-
tual cause of death of patients.

The order had triggered a poli-
tical controversy in the state with
BJP’'snominated RS member Swa-
panDasguptacallingit “absolutely
scandalous”. “This official circular
inMurshidabad clearly states that
Covid19 positive should not be
mentioned inthe death certificate.
Will fudging the figures alter the
grim reality of a callous state gov-
ernment?” he had tweeted.

On Wednesday, CM Mamata
Banerjee referred tothe orderand
said, “People are raisinga hue and
cry over who s issuing what kind
of order. We have to correct our-
selves because we make mista-
kes.” The government Thursday
transferred Saha to North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital wh-
ere he will serve as a professor at
anaesthesiology department. In
his place, the government has ap-
pointed Dr Sharmila Mallick as the
new medical superintendent of
Murshidabad Medical College and
Hospital.

Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha
said, “The state chief secretary is
not the right person to speak on
this..”

A man sanitises his hand before collecting foodgrains, which was being distributed by the
Kolkata Police, on Strand Road on Thursday. Partha Paul

Woman’s body lie for over 10
hours for fear of virus spread

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

A 34-YEAR-OLD woman died
without treatment in her home
in the city’s Paikpara locality
early on Thursday as neighbours
refused to step into her house
and an ambulance service re-
fused to take her to hospital be-
cause of fears about the novel
coronavirus disease (COVID-19).

The body remained at home
for more than 10 hours,and was
collected by the police only in
the evening.

According to the police, at
6.30 am the woman'’s 60-year-
old mother found her unrespon-
sive and frothing at the mouth.

India’s biggest land
port reopens, but only
two trucks unloaded as

pandemic fear reigns

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

INDIA’S LARGEST land port re-
sumed operations on Thursday,
over a month after it shut down
following PM Narendra Modi’s
“Janata Curfew” call to contain the
COVID-19 pandemicand the sub-
sequent nationwide lockdown.
Though almost 2,100 trucks
have been stranded at Petrapole
in the Bongaon area of North 24
Parganas district since March 22,
only two trucks carrying jute and
maize seeds from India were un-
loaded at the gate at zero point be-
cause of fears about the pandemic.
Many clearing agents, labour-
ers and drivers are scared to step
foot in the neighbouring country,
and the local TMC leadership has
alsowarned of dire consequences
if goods are allowed to move.
“There was a letter from the
district magistrate that asked us
tofacilitate the opening of the land
port,” said Kartik Chakraborty, the
secretary of Petrapole Clearing
Agents Staffs' Welfare Association.
“We are all living under fear
since neither we nor the
Bangladeshi side have PPEs
[Personal Protective Equipment].
Clearing agents exchanged docu-
ments at the gate and labourers
from Bangladesh unloaded the
goods. What if someone gets in-
fected with COVID-19?” he asked.
Earlier, 500 to 550 Indian
trucks used to enter the portarea,
and about 100 to 150 Bangladeshi
vehicles were permitted to do the
same. According to sources, from
now only trucks from India will
be unloaded at the zero point.
“Now we are positioning our
vehicles at the zero point gate and
Bangladeshi labourers are unload-
ing it. We hope everyday eight to
10 trucks are unloaded. There are
over 2,100 goods-laden trucks
stuck in our side. So, it will take a
long time,” said Chakraborty.

v

Trucks being unloaded at
Petrapole land port. Express

The massive cargo pile-up
started as soon as the lockdown
was declared last month. Indian
truck drivers on the Bangladeshi
side — Benapole — were told to
immediately return, leaving their
vehicles. The same instructions
were issued to Bangladeshi driv-
ers from the other side.

At present, 100 Indian trucks
arein Bangladesh and 30 vehicles
from the other side are in India.
Since the Bureau of Immigration
and the Border Security Force are
not allowing the drivers to go
cross over on footand unload the
cargo from their vehicles, truck-
ers are not ready to move unless
those vehicles are offloaded.

Exporters had been urging
both the Centre and the state gov-
ernment over the past month to
open the port. The demand was
opposed by clearing agents, work-
ers,and thelocal TMCleadership,
all of whom called for the check-
posttoremain shutbecause of the
pandemic. They also sought the
presence of proper medical teams
and protective gear for everyone.

Eventually, last week the Cen-
tre agreed to open the port, with
Union Home Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla writing to state Chief
Secretary RajivaSinhaon April 24
about the government’s approval.
Five days later, the DM wrote to
the manager of the Petrapole port
authority, asking the official toen-
sure maximum social distancing
during trade at the checkpost.

She contacted the neighbours
and told them her daughter
might need hospitalisation.
However, no one came forward.

The local people contacted
councillor Tarun Saha. “We also
contacted anambulance service,
but no one was ready to come.
We were also in doubt whether
she died of COVID-19 or not,”
said a neighbour.

Saha said he tried to make
arrangements for her hospitali-
sation, but because of the pre-
vailing situation an ambulance
could not be arranged. “Thisisan
unnatural death. So, post-
mortemis necessary.l contacted
the police, and ultimately the po-
lice sent the body for post-
mortem.” According to the

neighbour, the body was col-
lected at 5 pm.

The woman’s mother said
her daughter had complained of
some uneasiness on Wednesday
evening. “But, after half an hour
she felt normal. In the morning,
I found her senseless in her
room. I contacted the neigh-
bours but nobody came to send
her body to hospital,” said the
60-year-old.

“After primary investigation,
it seems a natural death. We sent
the body to RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital. Tomorrow
[Friday], they will conduct the
post-mortem and after that we
will hand over the body for last
rites,” said a police officer at Tala
station.

STATE COUNT

s

ACTIVE
CASES

139 RECOVERED

M 16,525 samples have

been tested till April 30

2,000 students
being brought
back home from
Kota in 95 buses,
says state govt

Kolkata: Atotal of 2,368 students
from Bengal are set to return
home from Rajasthan’s Kota —
the coaching hub for engineer-
ing and medical aspirants — in
about 95 buses arranged by the

state government, Home
Secretary Alapan
Bandyopadhyay said on
Thursday.

Taking to Twitter,

Bandyopadhyay said, “2,368 stu-
dents of West Bengal are being
brought back from Kota in 95
buses with State government of-
ficers as escorts and likely to
reach tomorrow,”
Bandyopadhyay tweeted.
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had on Monday said, “I
am personally overseeing this
and we will leave no stone un-
turned in ensuring that every-
one gets any possible help.” PTI

‘Cap on bus passengers to worsen cash woes’

Kolkata: A day after Mamata
Banerjee government announced
that private buses would be al-
lowed to ply in Green Zone (least
risky) districts in Bengal with 20
passengers per ride, private bus
operators on Thursday said such
ameasure would further jeopar-
dise their financial condition.

Associations of bus operators
demanded subsidy from the
government to alleviate their fi-
nancial burden.

Bus Minibus Samannoy Sam-
ity (coordination committee) gen-
eral secretary Pradip Narayan Bo-
se said running a bus with only 20
people would lead to huge financ-
ialloss to owners, who were alre-
ady battered by the lockdown.
“Once buses are operational, then
owners have to buy diesel. From
where will they get money if only
20 people are allowed at a time?
The state government must pro-
vide subsidy to run buses.”

On Wednesday, Banerjee
said intra-district private bus
services could commence in
Green Zones with a cap of 20
passengers per trip for maintain-
ing social distancing norms.

Joint Council of Bus Syndicates
general secretary Tapan Banerjee
seconded Bose. “Most of the rou-
tesoutside the major cities arein-
ter-district. Now if those buses are
run locally, then it will be difficult
togeteven 20 passengers.” ENS

To

Dear Sir,

punjab national bank

IBB, 31 J L Nehru Road Kolkata- 700016
Y R A Phone No: 2226-5054, Fax No. 2217-1375,Email: bo2186@pnb.co.in

60 Days' Notice to Borrower

Ramkrishna Garments Co., Proprietor: Kaustab Dutta, 26, Prasanna Kumar Tagore Street, Kolkata: 700006 and also at
66/2 Kalipada Mukherjee Road, Kolkata: 700008

NOTICE U/S 13(2) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest
Act2002, Reg : Account No.2186008700052652/credit facilities availed by M/s Ramkrishna Garments Co.
You, M/s Ramakrishna Garments Co., 26, P.K. Thakur Street, Kolkata: 700006 have availed the following credit facilities:

Date: 23.04.2020

Facility Limit Balance outstanding as on 31.12.2019
Cash Credit| ¥60,00,000/- %61,04,566.20
Total %60,00,000/- 361,04,566.20

and other charges due under the above fa

following properties/assets:
Facility
1. Cash credit

underward No. 123 inth

South 24 Parganas.

redeem the secured assets.

under the said Act, is an offence.

Due to non payment of installment/ interest/ principal debt, the account/s has/have been classified as Non Performing Asset on
31.12.2019 as per Reserve Bank of India guidelines. We have demanded/recalled the entire outstanding together with interest

cilities, vide letter dated 04-02-2020.

The amount due to the Bank as on 31.12.2019 is Rs. 61,04,566.20 (Rupees Sixty One Lacs Four thousand five hundred sixty
sixand twenty paisa only) with further interest until paymentin full (hereinafter referred to as “secured debt”).
To secure the outstandings under the abovesaid facilities, you have, inter alia, created security interest in respect of the

Security

Single Storied building of 1142 sq ft on 4 cottah 36 chittak land at Mouza : Muradpur, J.L No.- 13, R.S No. 192,
Touzi no. 74-77 and 82 comprised in part of C.S. and R.S Dag No. 235 and 234 under C.S. Khatian No. 283
and 224 corresponding to R.S. Khatian Nos. 509, 510, 504 and 514, P.S. Thakurpukur under Kolkata
Municipal Corporation and being Municipal Premises No. 122, Kalipada Mukherjee Road, Kolkata 700008

e District- South 24 Parganas

We hereby call upon you to pay the amount of ¥61,04,566.20 (Rupees Sixty One Lacs Four thousand five hundred sixty
six and twenty paisa only) with further interest at the contracted rate until payment in full within 60 days (sixty days) from the
date of this notice. In default, besides exercising other rights of the Bank as available under Law, the Bank is intending to
exercise any or all of the powers as provided under section 13(4) of the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”). The details of the secured asset/s intended
to be enforced by the Bank, in the event of non payment of secured debt by you are as under:

1. Single Storied building of 1142 sq ft on 4 cottah 36 chittak land at Mouza : Muradpur, J.L No.- 13, R.S No. 192, Touzi
no. 74-77 and 82 comprised in part of C.S. and R.S Dag No. 235 and 234 under C.S. Khatian No. 283 and 224
corresponding to R.S. Khatian Nos. 509,510, 504 and 514, P.S. Thakurpukur under Kolkata Municipal Corporation and
being Municipal Premises No. 122, Kalipada Mukherjee Road, Kolkata 700008 under ward No. 123 in the District -

Your attention is hereby drawn invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act in respect of time available to you

Please take notice thatin terms of section 13(13) of the said Act, you shall not, after receipt of this notice, transfer by way of sale,
lease or otherwise (other than in the ordinary course of business) any of the secured assets above referred to, without prior
written consent of the Bank. You are also put on notice that any contravention of this statutory injunction/restraint, as provided

If for any reason, the secured assets are sold or leased out in the ordinary course of business, the sale proceeds or income
realised shall be deposited/remitted with/to the Bank. You will have to render proper account of such realisation/income.
*We reserve our rights to enforce other secured assets.

Date : 01.05.2020 Place : Kolkata

Please comply with this demand under this notice and avoid all unpleasantness. In case of non-compliance, further needful
action will be resorted to, holding you liable for all costs and consequences.
*This notice is issued without prejudice to the bank taking legal action before DRT/Court, as the case may be.
*This notice is issued without prejudice to the bank's rights in the suit/litigation pending before DRT/Court.
*Due to some technical error, the previous notice dated 04.02.2020 stands withdrawn.

Authorised Officer, Punjab National Bank

0O

Reliance

Industries Limited
Growth is Life

Regd. Office: 3rd Floor, Maker Chambers IV, 222, Nariman Point,
Mumbai - 400 021.
Phone: 022-3555 5000 * Fax: 022-3555 5111
E-mail: investor.relations@ril.com
CIN: L17110MH1973PLC019786

Extract of Audited Consolidated Financial
Results for the Year Ended 31st March, 2020

(X in crore, except per share data)

Year Ended | Year Ended
Particulars 31st 31st
March, 2020|March, 2019
Value of Sales & Services (Revenue) 659,205 625,212
Less: GST Recovered 47,560 42,118
Revenue from Operations 611,645 583,096
Profit before exceptional item and Tax 58,050 55,227
Profit before Tax 53,606 55,227
Profit for the Period* 39,880 39,837
Total Comprehensive Income (Net of Tax) 55,173 98,602
Paid up Equity Share Capital,
Equity Shares of ¥ 10/- each 6,339 5,926
Other Equity excluding Revaluation
Reserve 446,992 381,186
Earnings per equity share
(Face value of X 10/- each)
Basic (in ) - Before Exceptional Item 70.66 66.82
Basic (in %) - After Exceptional ltem 63.49 66.82
Diluted (in %) - Before Exceptional Item 70.66 66.80
Diluted (in %) - After Exceptional Item 63.49 66.80

Notes:

* Includes Non-Controlling Interest

1. The Audit Committee has reviewed the above results and the Board
of Directors has approved the above results and its release at their
respective meetings held on 30th April, 2020.

2. Additional information on standalone financial results is as follows:

(R in crore)
Year Ended | Year Ended
Particulars 31st 31st

March, 2020 March, 2019
Value of Sale & Service (Revenue) 365,202 401,583
Less: GST Recovered 14,322 16,082
Revenue from Operations 350,880 385,501
Profit Before Exceptional Item and Tax 44,561 47,367
Profit before tax 40,316 47,367
Profit for the period 30,903 35,163
Total Comprehensive Income (Net of Tax) 23,829 94,837

2015.

and the Company's website www.ril.com.

Place : Mumbai
Date : 30thApril, 2020

www.ril.com

Sd/-

3. The above is an extract of the detailed format of the standalone and
consolidated financial results for the year ended on 31st March, 2020
filed with the Stock Exchanges pursuant to Regulation 33 of the SEBI
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,

The full format of the standalone and consolidated financial results
for the year ended on 31st March, 2020 are available on the Stock
Exchanges' websites (www.bseindia.com / www.nseindia.com)

For Reliance Industries Limited

Mukesh D. Ambani
Chairman & Managing Director

Bandhan
Bank

Contribute to the

PM CARES Fund

Participate in the fFight against COVID-19

We are with you in this fight.

Bandhan Bank is an authorised banking service partner
for the PM CARES Fund. Make your contribution through
Bandhan Bank to the PM CARES Fund.

Donate using the account details below:

Account Name:
PM CARES

IFSC Code:
BDBL0001638

Account Number:
50200013387466

Branch Name:
Preet Vihar, Delhi— 110092

Donations to this fund are exempt from tax u/s 80-G.
For details, visit www.bandhanbank.com
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SALEM CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Rroc No.sscL/1400/2020 RE -INVITATIONS FOR BIDS

Date : 30.04.2020

' |Estimate CostRs. 1018.00 Lakhs

Rejuvenation and Redevelopment of Kumaragiri Lake under Smart City Mission

Formation of Diversion Channel to avoid mixing of sewage water in Kumaragiri Lake

downloaded from the above website.

2. Estimate Cost Rs. 1485.00 Lakhs
1|3 Rejuvenation and Redevelopment of Pallapatty Lake under Smart City Mission
" |Estimate Cost Rs. 1280.00 Lakhs
4 Formation of Diversion Channel to avoid mixing of sewage water in Pallapatty Lake
" |Estimate Cost Rs. 1250.00 Lakhs
Bid document and other information available at www.tntenders.gov.in,
I www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.salemcorporation.gov.in Tender document can be

Date, time and Venue for Re-Tender Procedures.
Submission ofbids  -03.06.2020 upto 3.00 P.M.
Opening of bids -03.06.2020 at 3.30 P.M.

I

DIPR/ 1710 /TENDER/2020

Commissioner, Salem Corporation

Office of Superintending Engineer
1st Circle PWD Almora

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (E-Tenderin

Short Term E-TENDER NOTICE

The superintending Engineer, 1 Circle, Public Works Department, Almora invites tender through E-Tendering (Two Bid
System) on behalf of Honourable Governor of Uttarakhand for following works. All other information will be available from dated

04.05.2020 & onwards on website http:/ww:

s.gov.in

S. Name of work
No.

Cost of
Tender
Form

Earnest
Money
(Rupee In
lakh)

Validity

Time of
of Completion
Tender

Contractor’s
Category of
Registration
for tendering

2020-21

Length 5.30 Km. (Length 5.30 Km.)

Renewal work by SDBC in district Almora under Annual Maintenance

(1) Almora- Sharpathak Motor Road in Km. 1 to 15 (Length 15.00 Km.)
(2) L.R. Saha Motor Road in Km. 1 to 3 (Length 2530 Km.)
(3) Aimora- Bageshwar Motor Road in Km. 1 to 6 district Almora.

Rs.
5000,00+
18% GST

7.00 Lakh

60 Days

12 Months

Category “A”
& above
(Road Works)

2 |Renewal work by SDBC in district Aimora under Annual Maintenance

2020-21
and 15 (Length 14.00 Km.)

Km.)

(1) Suwakhan- Dhoram- Chalnichina Motor Road in Km. 1 to 12, 14

(2) Aartola- Jageshwar- Naini Motor Road in Km. 1 to 3 (Length 3.00

Rs.
5000,00+
18% GST

4.20 Lakh

60 Days

12 Months

Category “A”
& above
(Road Works)

@

2020-21

Section) in Km. 35 to 44 (Length 10 Km.)

Km. 38 (Length. 0.65 Km.)

Renewal work by SDBC in district Almora under Annual Maintenance

(1) Bageshwar- Girechina- Someshwar- Dwarahat- Vimandeshwar-
Eira- Ranikhet Motor Road (Binta- Someshwar- Girechina

(2) Koshi- Dolaghat- Korichina- Bagwalipokhar- Binta Motor Road

Rs.
5000,00+
18% GST

3.85 Lakh

60 Days

12 Months

Category “B”
& above
(Road Works)

4 |Renewal work by SDBC in district Bageshwar
Maintenance 2020-21

Road) in Km. 11 to 21 (Length. 11 Km.)

(1) Chandra Singh Sahi Motor Road (Bageshwar-

(2) Kapkot- Pindari- Glacier Motor Road in Km. 1 to 4 (Length. 4 Km.)

under Annual

Kapkot Motor

Rs.
5000,00+
18% GST

4.12 Lakh

60 Days

12 Months

Category “A”
& above
(Road Works)

Office of Superintending Engineer
1st Circle PWD Almora
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING

E-Tendering) S

rt Term E-TENDER NOTICE

The superintending Engineer, 1st Circle, Public Works Department, Almora invites tender through E-
Tendering (Single Bid System) on behalf of Honourable Governor of Uttarakhand for following works. All

other information will be available from dated 04.05.2020 & onwards on website
http://www.uktenders.gov.in

S. Name of work Cost of Earnest | Validity Time of Contractor’s

No. Tender Form | Money |of Tender | Completion | Category of
(Rupee In Registration for
lakh) tendering

1 |Renewal work by PC in Km. 40 to 44 and 46| Rs. 4000,00 + | 2.54 Lakh | 60 Days 9 Months Category “B” &
to 51 of Lohaghat- Barakot - Simalkhet-| 18% GST above
Kaflikhan - Bhnoli Motor Road (Simalkhet- (Road Works)
Kaflikhan Section) under Annual Maintance
2020-21 in district Almora. Length 11.00 Km

2 |Renewal work by PC in Km. 1 to 3 and 6 to 11| Rs. 4000,00 + | 2.08 Lakh | 60 Days 9 Months Category “B” &
of Dwarahat - Asgoli Motor Road under| 18% GST above
Annual Maintance 2020-21 in district Aimora. (Road Works)
Length 9.00 Km

3 |Renewal work by PC in Km, 5 to 10 of Kapkot| Rs. 4000,00 + | 1.40 Lakh | 60 Days | 9 Months | Category “C” &
- Pindari - Glacier Motor Road under - Annual|  18% GST above
Maintance 2020-21 in district Bageshwar. (Road Works)
Length 6.00 Km.

4 |Renewal work by SDBC in Km. 1,2,9,10,11| Rs. 4000,00 + | 1.60 Lakh | 60 Days | 9 Months | Category “C” &
and 13 of Karnprayag (Simli) - Gwaldam -| 18% GST above
Bageshwar - Chokori- Thal- Munshyari- (Road Works)
Jauljibi (Baijnath - Bageshwar Section) Motor
Road under Annual Maintance 2020-21 in
district Bageshwar. Length 6.00 Km.

5 |Renewal work by SDBC in Km. 69 (400M),| Rs. 4000,00 + | 2.70 Lakh | 60 Days | 9 Months Category “B” &
72, 73, 75, 76, 78, 79 and 81 of Almora-| 18% GST above
Baijnath- Gwaldam- Karnprayag (Baijnath- (Road Works)
Gwaldam Section) Motor Road under Annual
Maintance 2020-21 in district Bageshwar.

Length 7.40 Km

Rajasthan State Mines & Minerals Limited
{ AGpvermment of Rajasthan Enterprisa |
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% TRIPURA STATE ELECTRICITY

‘4. CORPORATION LIMITED
3 (A Govt. of Tripura Enterprise)

Notice Inviting E-Tender

Additional General Manager (DP&C), TSECL, Agartala
invites e-tenders for the following items of works/ services
on behalf of TSECL. Details of tenders will be available in
websites http:/tripuratenders.gov.in and www.tsecl.in.

1. Selection of Implementation Partner for Supply,
Installation, Implementation, Configuration and
Integration of ERP system in TSECL, Tripura.

2. Engagement of PMC and related support for
Implementation of ADB financed ‘Tripura Power Sector
Improvement Program’.

3. Engagement of PMA and related support for
Implementation of ADB financed ‘Tripura Power Sector
Improvement Program’.

Sd/-
Additional General Manager (DP&C)
Tripura State Electricity Corporation Ltd.

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR

Green Campus Ganderbal-191131

e-TENDER NOTICE FOR HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
NIT. No: 03 of 2020

For and on behalf of the Vice Chancellor Central University of
Kashmir , e-tenders under two bid system are invited from registered
/ Companies/ Agencies for providing Housekeeping services across
different campuses of the University at Ganderbal. The bids must be
submitted through e-tendering mode available on CPP Portal
(www.eprocure.gov.in) from 01.05.2020 to 21.05.2020. The detailed
tender document along with a link is available on University website
(www.cukashmir.ac.in).The hard copy of the Technical bids along
with Tender processing fee of Rs. 1,000/- (Non- Refundable) and
EMD of Rs. 1,50,000 (Refundable), should reach the university on or
before 22.05.2020 (04.00 P.M.) and the same should be addressed
to the Registrar, Central University of Kashmir, Green Campus,
Ganderbal 191131 (J&K). The tender fee and the EMD shall be paid
/ deposited online or in the shape of DD, FDR, BG Pledged , to
Registrar, Central University of Kashmir / drawn from any national-
ized bank payable at Ganderbal (J&K). In case of any clarification,
the bidders can send their queries to estates@cukashmir.ac.in or
contact at 7006171124 / 9419022101.

Sd/- Officer Incharge Estates

Central University of Kashmir
No.: CUK/Est/H-KEEPING/F.No.274/19/1097/Home
Date: 30.04.2020

SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD.

TENDER NOTICE

TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (1) 11 KV 3x185
Sgmm Cable Jointing and Termination Kits, (Il) Meter Test Benches,, (lll)
11 KV 3X300 Sgmm Cable Jointing and Termination kits and (IV) 33 KV
3X400 Sgmm Termination Kits on e-procurement platform. For
further details, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com and
www.tender.telangana.gov.in Phone: 040-2343 1033, 1448.

TENDER ID : SPDCLCORP01841 Sd/- Chief General Manager (P&MM)

Rajasthan State Road Development And Construction Corporation Ltd., JAIPUR
No. NIT/2019-20/351-360 Date 29.04.2020

FTCTRTC S-Faferar FeT WS 396/19-20
Frefafiaa wfEmel W vae o &g -2fefm ufem | attema ffaert smta @ e E -
F @ faawr

Collection of Toll Tax (From Private Vehicles ) Nasirabad-Kekri-Deoli Road for
388 Days. UBN No.: RRC1920WSOB00834

sfem A (%)
354.94 Lac

SitTesa fAferer g remers R 1 et i 20.03.2020 WId: 09.00 A F 05.05.2020 W 06,00 A TH
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TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL@tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS May 01, 2020

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

; fobit Last Date & Time
Estimated
Tender Enqu‘iry No. CzsI:?élvTD szlflaB‘;glty of Bid Subrr]ission/
Work Description (Rs) |Document [())?)t:n?rr:d S;T:dfgf
ening ofbids |
TPDDL/ENGG/ENQ/200001217/20-21 .
RC for Supply of Polyolefin Sleeves | 0,2’ |01.05.2020 g] gggggg]ggg :r*"
Rfx 5000001695 00.28028, s
Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our

website www.tatapower-ddl.com—»\Vendor Zone — Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

The Brihanmumbai Electric
Supply & Transport Undertaking

(Of The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation)

TENDER NOTICE

e-tenders are invited for the supply of following items.

(1) 67876 - Purchase of 343 PCs with 3 yrs. Extended
Warranty,

Re-invited e-tenders
(2) 44795, (3) 45596, (4) 45998, (5) 67285, (6) 67704,
(7) 67395, (8) 67529.
Note:
For more details, log on to website https://mahatenders.gov.in.

PRO/AAM(M)/04/2020. GENERAL MANAGER

T T fonen ue Srgdien W SEnyT
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Berhampur

EHISER
Established by the Ministry of HRD, Govt. of India

Tender Enquiry Nos. IISERBpr/S&P/2020-21/01dt. April 28, 2020
Tender notices for supply of following items: -

Sl.No. Detail of Items Qty
1 Student Hostel Bed (Teak Wood) 100
2 Class Room Chair with writing pad (Teak Wood) 60
3 Study Table (Teak Wood) 120
4 | Study Chair (Teak Wood) 120

Last date for submission of e-tenders complete in all respect and confirming
entirely to the specifications along with all necessary documents is, on or before
1500 hrs of May 18, 2020, on https://www.tenderwizard.com/IISERBP.
Complete detail and the tender document is available on Institute website i.e.
http://lwww.iiserbpr.ac.in/tender.php and https://eprocure.gov.in.

Any corrigendum etc will be notified on the above websites only.
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Subrata Mukherjee, a magician for 26 years,
was all smiles before the lockdown. Express

With no shows on
cards, magicians
wait for a miracle

SANTANU CHOWDHURY
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

MAGICIANS IN West Bengal were witnessing a van-
ishing act of scheduled shows. With social distanc-
ing being the thumb rule during the nationwide
lockdown to contain the spread of coronavirus, all
magic shows had been cancelled since April.

Magicians were now struggling to keep them-
selves afloat and believed that it would take over a
year to get bookings for regular shows.

“I had shows lined up in May and June. All have
been cancelled as public gathering is now banned. [
was even supposed to perform in Canada and Japan.
Allshows have now been postponed. If this continues,
thenit will be difficult for magicians to survive,” said
magician Subrata Kumar Mukherjee.

Besides being a professional magician for nearly
26 years, Mukherjee was also an advocate at the
Calcutta High Court. However, his second source of
income also bore the brunt of lockdown. “Even the
courtsare closed now. There are reports that the lock-
downis likely tobe extended. If it does, then I will not
get clients as well. It feels like the rope is being burnt
from both ends,” said Mukherjee.

The situation was also grim for lesser-known
magicians who were trying to establish themselves
in this field.

Partha Roy, 48, who lived in a single room on the
terrace of a three-storey house in Central Kolkata, said
his life as a magician had been tough during the lock-
down. “InApriland May, I had 12 showslined up.Each
show would have fetched Rs 2,000. 1 am not hoping
to get shows before next year. [ will urge the state gov-
ernment to look into the pleas of magicians, espe-
cially the smaller ones,” said Partha, who performsin
clubs, birthday parties and fairs.

For budding magician Arindam Bhoumik, 27, fo-
cusing on an alternative career was the only option
now. “I have a part-time job in an engineering con-
sultancy, while being a full-time magician. Since lock-
down, I have notgot asingle call to performin shows,”
he said. With uncertainty staring at them, the ma-
gicians were now looking at their magic wands,
hoping for some miracle to unfold.

BOARD CORPORATE ASSOCIATE DIARY

Contribution of AAI(Kol) in this testing times

Airports Authority of India, Regional Head-
quarters, Eastern Region, is doing it's bit in
this testing times, where employees con-

tributed & distributed packets of essential
commodities to 575 families covering 3
slum areas around Ramkrishna Mission
Swami Vivekanand Ancestral House and
Culture Centre Kolkata. 90 workers from

Message from Mr. K B Agarwala

Federation of Hosiery Manufacturers
Association of India (FOHMA)

APPOINTMENTS, MOVEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, HONOURS

During this worldwide pandemic, on 25th April,
Central Bank Of India, Regional Office Durgapur dis-
tributed food packets to 110 old and poor families of

Central Bank of India initiative

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought about an upheaval, which is unprecedented in
nature. It has upset everything, tuming the economic scenario from boom to gloom It
has become more challenging due to the fact that countries all over the globe are
having to adapt multipronged approaches to contain this disease. ~ We from FOHMA
have been representing to the various authorities about the difficulties being faced by

Farakidanga area. This was an initiative taken by the
Chief Regional Manager - Joy Mukherjee, Chief
Manager- Ajay Kumar, Senior Manager- Sailesh
Gupta, Manager- Randhir Nayan, Agm - Debdulal
Mondol and other senior dignitaries.

this low income group were given support
of Rs1000 each.

our industry / trade due to this pandemic. While, our Government has been trying to
take steps to mitigate the hardships - a lot more needs to be done to support our
fratemity in these extremely difficult times now. It goes without saying that extensive
economic losses are anticipated now and in the foreseeable future.

SUCCESSFUL TRIAL OF 9000HP
WAG-9HH LOCO AT 100KMPH

ALREADY OVER 2.42 LAKH PEOPLE RECEIVED

AAl(Kolkata) continued its support in crisis FREE HYGIENIC MEALS

Airports continue to support society in this crisis time of COVID19, as Cargo, medical, relief & related essential
flights are operating. Housekeeping team at Netaji Subash Chandra Bose International Airport, Kolkata con-
tinue to do their bit of keeping the nation safe with sanitising and disinfectant cleaning of the terminal.Dur-
ing this COVID19 Lockdown, Kolkata Airport facilitated operation of relief flights for stranded US, UK, EU,
Bhutanese, Malaysian nationals for their safe passage home.Our dedicated teams for Operations, Medical,
Engineering, Fire Services, Cargo, ATC and others have ensured to follow standard procedures along with ther-
mal screening & social distancing to provide an unhindered service

South Eastern Railway, till 27th April, 2020 has distributed
2,42,813 free and hygienic meals to the destitute, poor and
needy people nearby and outside railway areas at Headquar-
ters & all over its four Divisions viz. Kharagpur, Adra, Chakrad-
harpur and Ranchi. The worst hit victims of lockdown are daily
wage labourers, porters, rickshaw pullers, beggars, slum
dwellers, homeless vagabonds etc. including their family mem-
bers. Out of total 2,42,813 meals, 64,555 meals have been
served and distributed by Indian Railway Catering & Tourism
Corporation (IRCTC) utilising its Base Kitchen infrastructure lo-
cated in South Eastern Railway stations with the help of Com-
mercial Department. The rest 1,78,258 free meals have been
arranged for distribution by Security & other departments of
SER. Various associations viz.South Eastern Railway Women's
Welfare Organisation (SERWWO), SER Bharat Scouts & Guides, RECEIVED FREE HYGIENIC MEALS
St.John Ambulance Brigade, Civil Defence, etc have also joined ARRANGED BY SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY
hands in this mass food distribution activities.

Chittaranjan Locomotive
Works (CLW) built 9000HP,
WAG-9HH electric loco(loco
no-90002) has successfully
passed the Oscillation and EBD
trial by Research Design &
Standard Organisation . RDSO
has issued final speed certifi-
cate for operation of WAG-9HH class of locomotives upto maximum
speed of 100kmph on Indian Railways track. Now, after obtaining
statutory CRS sanction, will be putin service. CLW produced this high
power locomotive on 21.12.2019 and trials were conducted between
31.1.2020 t0 26.02.2020 on Northern Railways.

ER FACILITATED DISMANTLING

Contribution for PM CARES Fund

(PM CARES Fund) was created on 28 March 2020, following
the COVID-19 pandemic in India. The fund will be used for
combating, containment and relief efforts against the coron-
avirus outbreak and similar pandemic like situations in the
future. Over the years, North Eastern Development Finance
Corporation Ltd (NEDFi) a Development Financial Institution
of the North Eastern Region has been playing a pivotal role of

ALREADY OVER 2.42 LAKH PEOPLE

the catalyst to the overall economic growth of the North East- OF TALA ROAD OVERBRIDGE COALINDIA CONTRIBUTES Rs.221 CRORESTO
ern part of India not only by rendering services to the financial , o — - “PM CARES FUND" TO FIGHT COVID19 PANDEMIC
aspects of the entrepreneurial ecosystem but also through facilitating developmental activities through its CSR ' -

activities .

Hospital Care Assistive Robotic Device (HCARD)

The CSIR-CMERI has developed Hospital Care Assistive
Robotic Device (HCARD). This Robot has Video Confer-
encing Facilities, Delivery System for providing medi-
cines to the patients, Collecting Samples from the Patient
or providing food to the patient. This device works both
in Autonomous Mode as well as Manual Mode of Navi-

Coal India has contributed an amount of Rs. 221 Crores to the “PM CARES FUND" to fight the
COVID19 pandemic in India. Employees of Coal India have voluntarily contributed one day's salary
which amounted to Rs. 61 crores and CIL contributed an amount of Rs. 160 crores fromiit's CSR to
the ‘PM Cares Fund'".

369 TRIPS OF PARCEL EXPRESS TO ENSURE UNINTERRUPTED
SUPPLYOF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES BY
SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The dismantling of Tala Road Overbridge (ROB) over Railway
track has been completed on 27.4.2020. Situated between Tala &

gation. The HCARD assists in solving thedistance be-
tween the Health Professionals and the Patients. The
device iscontrolled and monitored by a Nursing Booth
with a Control Station which has the following features:
? Navigation ? Drawer Activation to provide medicines
and food to the patients and collect samples from the pa-
tient ? Audio Visual Communication Prof (Dr.) Harish
Hirani, Director, CSIR-CMERI stated that the Hospital
Care Assistive Robotic Device will be very effective for
Frontline Healthcare Officials dealing with COVID 19

patients in delivering services while maintaining mandatory Social Distancing”. Prof.Hirani further added the

cost of the device is Less than 5 Lakhs and the Weight is less than 80 kgs.

EVGENTS,

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

c S R

Bagbazar stations of Circular Railway, the ROB consisted of 08
(eight) spans in Railway area. Each span of ROB was of 38 (thirty
eight) shallow PSC (Pre-Stressed Concrete) girders interlaced to-
gether except span No. 07(seven), which was a RCC (Reinforced
Cement Concrete) /Masonry structure.

ER played a considerable role in dismantling of old Tala Bridge by
State Government. It may be mentioned that, though the passen-
ger services are presently suspended during this period of lock down,
the goods & parcel express trains are being run by ER on 24x7 basis
to maintain the supply chain of essential commodities all over the
country. ER facilitated the dismantling work of the bridge with con-
trolling the operation of freight trains by imposing traffic & power
blocks to suit the dismantling work.

INITTIATIVES, APPOINTM

Indian Railways, aptly called the 'Life Line of The Nation' is fighting against the Coronavirus pan-
demicin different fields by adopting various measures including movement of Time Tabled Parcel Ex-
press Trains and Freight Trains for maintaining uninterrupted supply of essential commodities to
every nook and corner of the country during nation-wide lockdown. As a part of commitment to the
nation, South Eastern Railway during this nationwide lockdown has already geared up its entire net-
work to run Time Tabled Parcel Express Trains towards different destinations in the country. South
Eastern Railway, during this national crisis, has already run 369 trips of Parcel Express Trains from 2nd
to 26th April, 2020 carrying essential commodities viz. food grains, medicines, medical equipments
including PPEs, masks, sanitizer, coveralls & gloves, fish, egg, vegetables, grocery items, fruits,
sugar,salt, betel leaves, fabrics, plastic goods, poly bundle, e-commerce items, machine parts, cotton
goods etc. which amounts to 4,431.13 tonnes of parcel traffic containing 1,59,407 number of
packages to different places in the country. These Parcel Express Trains will continue to run till 3rd May,
2020.

ENTS, MOVEMENTS , CELEBRATIONS
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Make sure no patient is turned away:
Delhi, Maharashtra to private hospitals

TABASSUM
BARNAGARWALA

& ASTHASAXENA

MUMBAI, NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

FOLLOWING A spate of incidents
of patients being refused treat-
ment, mostly in private hospitals,
at least two state governments,
Maharashtra and Delhi, have is-
sued orders warning of action
against hospitals that turn away
patients, COVID or non-COVID.

While Delhi on Thursday re-
iterated its earlier order — thisis
the third such by the state gov-
ernment — and warned of can-
cellation of registration of erring
hospitals, Maharashtra said “no
patientis to be turned away... un-
der any circumstance”, failing
which action would be taken
under the Epidemic Diseases
Act, 1897.

The Delhi government order

4d

CORONA
WATCH

A construction site
in Lucknow on
Thursday. Vishal Srivastav

UTTARAKHAND
Daily awards
for civilians,
police

Dehradun: Uttarakhand
Police will felicitate a police-
man and civilian everyday
for contributing to the
COVID-19 fight. DG (Law
and Order) Ashok Kumar
said police personnel will be
given cash awards while
civilians will get certificates.
Meanwhile, the police head-
quarters has asked districts
to deploy personnel above
55 years, who are said to be
more vulnerable to COVID-
19, only inside offices. ENS

BENGAL
Cops gave in
before ‘lungi

bahint’

Kolkata: The BJP Thursday
accused the TMC govern-
ment of turning Bengal into
a “hub of anti-nationals”
and claimed that it has lost
the moral right to continue
in power after police surren-
dered before a group of peo-
ple wearing ‘lungis’ that
went on a rampage in
Howrah. State BJP president
Dilip Ghoshwasreferring to
Tuesday’s mob attack on
policemen who were trying
toenforce lockdown norms
at the minority-dominated
Tikiapara area of Howrah
district, ared zone.ENS

Over 30 lakh
free meals by
Railways

New Delhi: Indian Railways
distributed nearly 30 lakh
free meals to stranded peo-
ple at 300 locations across
the country until Wedne-
sday, 10lakh of those distrib-
uted in the last 10 days, ac-
cordingtoastatement from
the Railways Ministry. The
Railways begandistributing
hot, cooked meals in the af-
ternoon outside its stations
and elsewhere from March
28. “Distribution of food is
being done with help of RPF,
GRP, commercial depart-
ments of zones, state gov-
ernments, district adminis-
trations and NGOs,” the
ministry stated. ENS

said, “All hospitals/clinics, espe-
cially those in private sectors, are
hereby directed to remain func-
tional and ensure that anyone
needing any essential critical
services, including dialysis, blood
transfusion, chemotherapy and
institutional deliveries, is not de-
nied such service. Non-compli-
ance will be viewed seriously
and action as per provisions of
law, including cancellation of
registration of the defaulter hos-
pital/nursing home, will be initi-
ated without further notice”.
Sources said the Delhi gov-
ernment had received com-
plaints against two hospitals
that have been insisting on a
COVID-19 test report before
treating patients. “We are look-
inginto the allegations. Their ac-
tions can lead to cancellation of
their registration if the situation
doesn’t improve in the next few
days,” said a senior Delhi govern-

ment official.

Maharashtra’s order comes
days after the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)is-
sued two circulars in Mumbai,
one to nursing homes and pri-
vate doctors to restart practice
immediately, and the second to
private hospitals to not seal their
facilities and continue function-
ing with precautions while han-
dling COVID-19 patients.

Noting that “in view of in-
creasing number of COVID-19
positive patients that govern-
ment, municipal and private
hospitals are either refusing or
delaying treatment/admission
of the patients causing delay in
treatment and holding ambu-
lances for long time”, the order
said hospitals should have stan-
dard operating protocol to
screen, transfer, admit and dis-
charge patients.

Mabharashtra Chief Secretary

Ajoy Mehta invoked the
Epidemic Act to ask hospitals to
have a screening area for pa-
tients from May 2 and create a
system of triage to segregate sus-
pected COVID patients from
other patients.

The order asked hospitals to
test suspected cases “on prior-
ity” and seek test reports within
12 hours. Saying that the order
will come into effect from May
2, an official said the govern-
ment would give hospitals time
to set up infrastructure over the
next two days.

The Thursday order man-
dates that each patient be pro-
vided a unique ID before admis-
sion. The hospitals have been
asked to shift bodies of COVID-
19 patients within 30 minutes
from the ward and decongest
their premises by diverting mild
or asymptomatic cases to COVID
care centres.

In March and April, BMC had
declared at least 10 private hospi-
tals as containment zones — im-
plying no new patient could bead-
mitted and no consultation would
be carried — after staffers started
testing positive. The corporation
later realised sealing private hospi-
tals was not a solution to control
the spread of the disease.

On April 18, it asked ward of-
ficers to disinfect affected wards
in hospitalsif a positive case was
detected and advised hospitals
to provide PPEs to staffers and
continue essential services. Itad-
vised hospitals to have 50 per
cent of staff at a time to avoid
crowding. On April 23, private
clinics were instructed to start
operations immediately, and
provide treatment to non-COVID
patients, specially those with hy-
pertension, diabetes, and
chronic obstructive pulmonary
distress.

In Karnataka, worry over spurt in
corona cases among SARI patients

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, APRIL30

A GROWING number of people
turning up in hospitals with
Severe Acute Respiratory
Infection (SARI) and then testing
positive for the coronavirus, with
seemingly no history of travel or
contact with COVID-19 patients,
has become a source of concern
for Health officials in Karnataka.

According to daily state data,
36 persons reported in hospitals
with SARIand later tested positive
for COVID-19 over the last month
— making up as much as seven
per cent of the 525 cases reported
inthe state, including 10 of the 21
deaths.

This hasled tothe closure of as
many as five hospitals in the state,
fear among non-COVID-desig-
nated hospitals to attend to SARI
cases, and the use of PPE kits by
health workers attending to SARI
cases in COVID hospitals.

After theICMR expanded test-
ing to SARI patients on March 20,
astate-level technical expert com-
mittee stated that “Severe Acute
Respiratory Illness (SARI) cases
and Influenza Like Illnesses (ILI),
which have got similar symptoms
of COVID-19, should be screened
at the initial stages of symptoms
so that morbidity and mortality
due to COVID-19 can be arrested
in the community”.

As of April 29, there were six
cases of [LI(1 per cent) with posi-
tiveresults apart from the 36 SARI
cases in Karnataka.

Among the recent such cases
include a 65-year-old man who
died in the SARI ward of the Rajiv
Gandhi Institute of Chest Diseases
on April 13 and a 54-year-old mi-
grant worker from Bihar who
tested positive on April 22.

As many as 30 persons linked
tothe worker have tested positive
and one private hospital, where
he was initially seen by doctors,
has been sealed along with the
Hongasandra locality in
Bengaluru, where he lived. As
many as four other hospitals
around Karnataka have been
sealed after SARI cases turned
COVID-19 positive.

“The SARI cases are proving to
be very tricky. Alot of hospitalsare
turning away patients to desig-
nated COVID-19 hospitals. We
created a SARI ward on March 27
apprehending such a situation.
Our health workers are using PPE
kits in the SARI ward as a precau-

Migrant workers from Punjab talk to officials outside the Bengaluru district collector’s office
to travel home, on Thursday. P11

tion to prevent infection,” said Dr
C Nagaraja, director of the Rajiv
Gandhi Institute of Chest Diseases
in Bengaluru, one of the desig-
nated COVID-19 hospitals.

“The number of SARI cases
with notravel history or reported
contacts with positive persons
suggests that there is some level
of community transmission oc-
curring in the state,” said a senior
doctorin the state healthand fam-
ily welfare department.

But others dealing directly
with SARI cases suggest thatalack
of in-depth investigation of con-
tacts of persons creates an im-
pression of community spread.
“There is no community trans-
mission happening. The persons
who come with SARI to the hos-
pital and test positive for COVID-
19 have had contacts with an in-
fected personbut they fail to recall
the contact or report it when
brought for admission,” said Dr
Nagaraja.

The numbers of SARI cases re-
turning positive results in
Karnatakaisin excess of what has
been found nationally by the
ICMR COVID Group and re-
searchersat the Council's National
Institute of Epidemiology (NIE)in
astudy published on April 28.

“A total of 104 (1.8%) of 5,911
SARI patients tested were positive
for COVID-19. These cases were
reported from 52 districts in 20
States/Union Territories. The
COVID-19 positivity was higher

among males and patients aged
above 50 years. In all, 40 (39.2%)
COVID-19cases did notreportany
history of contact with a known
case or international travel,” the
study by Dr Manoj Murhekar, the
NIE director and others reported
in findings published Tuesday in
the Indian Journal of Medical
Research.

The study used SARI and
COVID-19 case datafrom February
15toApril 2 for the analysis cover-
inga period when SARI cases were
not being tested (February 15 to
March 20) and the period when
they were being tested.

“Among the 965 SARI patient
samples that were tested retro-
spectively between February 15-
29,2020, and March 19, 2020,
two (0.2%) were positive for
COVID-19.When the COVID test-
ing strategy was expanded to in-
clude all SARI patients, a total of
4,946 samplesyielded 102 (2.1%)
cases. The positivity increased
from zero during the initial weeks
to 2.6 per cent in the 14th week,”
the study reported.

The study showed a positivity
rate of 1.6 per cent for Gujarat, 0.9
per cent for Tamil Nadu, 3.8 per
cent for Maharashtra and 0.2 per
cent for Kerala — the states from
where the majority of samples
were taken. It suggested that
“containmentactivities need tobe
targeted in districts reporting
COVID-19 cases among SARI pa-
tients”.

Karnataka panel
suggests Fauci’s
‘promising’ drug

Bengaluru: Anti-viral drug
Remdesivir, which according to
US National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases director
Dr Anthony Fauci has shown
“clear” evidence of helping
COVID-19 patients recover, is
among three treatment options
recommended by a technical ex-
pert committee for trial among
patients in  Karnataka.
Remdesivir, produced by US firm
Gilead Sciences, costs around Rs
70,000 per dose in India. “We
recommended Remdesivir; an
anti-infection drug called
Sepsivac that can control cy-
tokine storm reported in COVID-
19 cases; and plasma therapy,
which has received ICMR ap-
proval for trials in many places,”
said Dr Sacchidanand, V-C of
Rajiv Gandhi University of
Health Sciences and head of the
expert panel.

The recommendation for use
of Remdesivir on coronavirus
patients in Karnataka, which
came before the study results
were declared in the US on
Wednesday, was made on the
basis of findings from smaller
studies, published in ‘New
England Journal of Medicine’ on
April 10. ENS

Punjab: 183 Nanded
pilgrims test positive,
vilification fears rise

KAMALDEEP SINGH BRAR,
NAVJEEVANGOPAL &
PARTHASARATHIBISWAS
AMRITSAR, CHANDIGARH, PUNE,
APRIL30

CONFIRMING the worst fears of
the Punjab government, the num-
ber of coronavirus cases among
the pilgrims who returned to the
state from Nanded in
Maharashtraover the past couple
of days has now reached 183, ac-
counting for 33.7 per cent of the
total COVID-19 cases in Punjab.

With 149 pilgrims testing
positive Thursday, the state saw
its biggest one-day spike in coro-
navirus cases, of 167, taking its
total to 542.

Over 4,000 pilgrims from
Punjab were stuck in Nanded
since March. There are apprehen-
sions of a Tablighi Jamaat kind of
situation, with a similar number
at one of its gatherings in Delhi
leading to hundreds of cases and
contact-tracing across more than
15 states.

Akal Takht chief Giani
Harpreet Singh expressed con-
cern on Thursday that the pil-
grims were being targeted. “lam
afraid that the Sikh pilgrims are
being vilified in the same way as
were Tablighi Jamaat followers.
It seems that the entire commu-
nity is being targeted.”

Test reports of 577 pilgrims,
out of the 3,525 who have re-
turned to Punjab, have been
received.

The Nanded administration
onThursday said it would conduct
testsonall the pilgrims remaining
there, plus the priests and se-
vadars at local gurdwaras.
Nanded-Waghala Municipal
Corporation Commissioner Sunil

Pilgrims who returned from
Nanded at a quarantine
facility in Ludhiana.

Gurmeet Singh

Lahane said almost all devotees
from Punjab have left. “We are left
with pilgrims from Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. All
the drivers returning from Punjab
(after dropping the pilgrims) will
alsobe tested.”

The pilgrims who had been
staying in accommodations
arranged by the gurdwaras hired
either private vehicles or took
buses organised by the Punjab
government and the gurdwara
administrations to return.

Over the past few days, apart
from the pilgrims from Nanded,
153 students from Kota and
3,085 labourers from Jaisalmer
in Rajasthan, have returned to
Punjab.

The 149 pilgrims who tested
positive Thursday belong to
Amritsar (76), Ludhiana (38),
Mohali (10), Tarn Taran (7),
Kapurthala (6), Gurdaspur (3),

Don’t walk, planning your
return: Yogi to migrants

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, APRIL 30

EVEN AS nearly 3,000 migrant
labourers were on their way tothe
state in 100 buses from Madhya
PradeshonThursday, and prepara-
tions are on to bring back migrant
workers from Gujarat,
Uttarakhand and Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath urged them to be pa-
tient and not start walking home.

“Itisanappeal toall workers to
show patience, like they have
shown tillnow,and nottowalkon
foot. Contact governments of the
respective states. A plan is being

prepared to bring you back safely
after discussions with the state
governments,” Adityanath said on
social media.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Awasthi said:
“Today, buses from Madhya
Pradesh have started bringing peo-
ple. About 3,000 people in 100
buses have left MP, while those,
whobelongtoMParebeingsentin
40buses.”

Adityanath asked officials to
prepare quarantine centres, shel-
ter homes and community
kitchens for the returning work-
ers. His office also put out names,
phone numbers and email ad-
dresses of nodal officers.

Gujarat: UP migrants skip
meals, want to return home

AISHWARYAMOHANTY
VADODARA, APRIL 30

“WE ARE ready to die of starva-
tion,” says Shivam Kumar, a mi-
grant worker at a relief camp in
Vadodara. Kumar is among sev-
eral workers from UP whorefused
meals Thursday to register their
protest. They have only one de-
mand: to be sent home.

Kumar (18) set off for UP from
Vadodara with nine others, but
was brought to this camp on Mar-
ch 28. “It has been a month and

two days...we cannot handle it
anymore.Iwanttogobackand see
my mother,” Kumarsays.OnThu-
rsday, police announced over a
loudspeaker that they will be sent
home and should not skip meals.
The administration awaits
confirmation from respective
state governments to send back
thelabourers. “There are protocols
tobe followed. There has been no
confirmation from UP and Bihar.
As soon as we receive it, we will
send them back,” said Vadodara
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Nalin Upadhyay.

Ropar (2), Sangrur (2) and
Nawanshahr, Jalandhar, Patiala,
Ferozepur and Moga (1 each).

Punjab, with 21 of its 22 dis-
tricts reporting coronavirus
cases (the only exception is
Fazilka), has so far tested 21,205
people, and seen 20 deaths and
104 recoveries.

SGPC president Gobind Singh
Longowal Thursday asked the
Punjab government to use gurd-
wara inns to quarantine the pil-
grims, instead of deras as planned.
“We have everything ready in gur-
dwaras. We will make the pil-
grims feel at home,” he said.

Urging that the pilgrims notbe
vilified, Longowal said, “They were
stuck for more than a month and
it was essential to bring them
back. Some people are making
hate comments on social media
against the pilgrims... They have
been followingall the instructions
from the first day. What is their
mistake if some of them have
tested positive for COVID-19 after
taking all the precautions?”

Back in Nanded, authorities
have sealed the premises where
the pilgrims stayed, with District
Collector Vipin Itankar asserting
thatthey had screened everybody
before they boarded the buses for
Punjab. “The pilgrims were in
Nanded for one-and-a-half
months and none of them had
shown any symptoms,” he said.

The district authorities said
the pilgrims might have picked
up the infection on the way, as
they had passed through hotspot
zones like Indore in Madhya
Pradesh and Bhilwara in
Rajasthan, and pointed out that
the driver of one of the buses had
also tested positive.

Nanded so far has only three
cases of coronavirus.

As migrants
protest in
Kerala, CM says
Centre’s move
impractical
SHAJUPHILIP

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL30

OVER A hundred migrant work-
ers from Bengal hit the streets in
Kerala’s Malappuram district de-
manding that they be sent home.
The workers were dispersed by
the police who forced them tore-
turn to their rented accommoda-
tions in Chettiparamba village.
Meanwhile, CM Pinarayi
Vijayan said, “The (Centre’s) di-
rection is that they should be
sent back by bus. But Kerala has
informed the Centre that direc-
tive is impractical and the
Railways should be asked to
arrange non-stop trains,” he said.
The Chief Minister said that
around 3.6 lakh migrant workers
have been living in Kerala since
the lockdown was announced,
adding that taking them to their
home states by bus would in-
crease the chances of infection.
As the situation for the return
of migration workers to their
home states is evolving, there are
chances of tension, Vijayan said.
According to Malappuram
Deputy SP Jaleel Thottathil, the
migrant workers had protested
after hearing about stranded stu-
dents being taken back.

At 1,000 deaths, only Germany had conducted more tests than India

KARISHMAMEHROTRA
NEW DELHI,APRIL30

ONLY GERMANY had conducted
more tests than India by the time
itreached 1,000 COVID-19deaths.
And, at the 1,000-death mark,
India’s ratio of positive cases to
conducted tests (positivity rate)
was the lowest of all countries.
This was found by The Indian
Express analysis of data from the
Oxford University and Global
Change Data Lab dashboard,
called Our World in Data. The por-
tal feeds in testing numbers from
individual government reports.
Mortality numbers also come
from government reports, viathe

European Center for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC)
database.

According to the analysis, 18
countries have had more than
1,000 COVID-19 deaths. They are
Germany, India, United States,
Canada, Switzerland, Ireland,
United Kingdom, France, Italy,
Netherlands, Sweden, Belgium,
Mexico, Iran,and Turkey, in order
of highest to lowest number of
tests done when the country
reached this stage. There was no
testing data available for Brazil,
China, and Spain.

At the juncture of 1,000
deaths, the total case load was
higherin Germany, the US, Turkey
and China. This means that those

TESTS CONDUCTED AT 1,000 DEATHS
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countries had a smaller propor-
tion of their cases dying. Their
mortality rates per cent were 1.3,
15,2.1 and 24, respectively.India’s
current mortality rate is roughly

3 percent.

Nine countries worldwide
have conducted more than
750,000 tests,anumber India sur-
passed on Wednesday. At this

stage, only Russia and Germany
had reported fewer deaths, and
only Russia had reported fewer
cases. The UK, Italy, Spain, Canada,
Turkey and the US all had signifi-
cantly higher deaths than Indiaon
the day they conducted just over
750,000 tests.

However, when it comes to
comparisons with other countries
when they were atIndia’s current
caseload, India’s positioning
slumps slightly. When countries
hit their 32,000 case mark, six had
fewer deaths than India (Peru,
China, Turkey, US, Russia and
Germany) while nine had higher
deaths. Three countries had
higher testing at this point (Russia,
France and Germany), while no

data was available for Spain, Iran,
China and Brazil.

Even though India’s death
count remains relatively low, the
rateof increaseindeathsisnowrel-
atively high. COVID-19 deaths in
Indiaare now doubling faster than
the current rate in Italy, US,
Germany, UK, Israel, Iranand Spain.
India currently doubles death
numbers every 11 days, on par
withTurkey, Canadaand Pakistan.
The global death countis doubling
every 17 days, according to the
World in Data dashboard.

Testing, deaths and recoveries
have varying definitions across
the world,and therefore may limit
comparisons.

Inanother trend, recoveriesin

India for the past two weeks have
notbeen as uniformas they were
during the first two months of
cases. Initially India saw almostaall
its cases recovering in two weeks.
Currentrecovery numbersare no
longer as closely trailing the case
load from two weeks ago.

When adding deaths (with a
14-day lag), the gap between
cases and “completed” (death or
recovery) numbers still remains.
Thus, this most likely means that
infection periods are longer than
they used to be, statistical experts
told The Indian Express. Some
likely possibilities are that recov-
eries are taking longer or that in-
fections are being diagnosed
sooner.
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IT'S MY LIFE — ACTING.
— RisHI KAPOOR
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

(GOING HOME

Centre’s decision to allow migrants to return home is
welcome. Their safety and dignity is the state’s responsibility

ORE THAN A month after the nationwide lockdown dried up the sources
of livelihood for migrant workers in different parts of the country, the
Union Home Ministry has passed an order allowing the inter-state move-
ment of these workers. By all accounts, most of them have spent the
past five weeks in overcrowded shelters arranged by state governments, civil society
groups or employers. The decision to allow them to return home, though belated, is wel-
come. The Centre has also done well to direct states to ensure that the homecoming of the
workers happens in controlled conditions: “Only asymptomatic people will be allowed
to travel, and a second assessment of their health will be conducted after they arrive at
their home states”. States have been asked to develop protocols for receiving and send-
ing stranded persons. The onus is now on them to draw plans to facilitate their safe return.

A majority of the migrant workers hail from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, West
Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha. These states have a varying COVID-19 burden. Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh have more than 2,000 cases while the states in the east have a compar-
atively low incidence of the disease, though, as a report in this paper shows, West Bengal,
Bihar and Jharkhand are showing signs of becoming potential hotspots. The return of mi-
grants could pose more challenges to these states. But that is a responsibility for the re-
spective governments to address — not a burden to be shouldered by the returning work-
ers alone. The local authorities must reach out to the migrants to conduct periodic
assessments of their health — as required by the home ministry’s guidelines — and the
state governments must be ready with quarantine facilities where, if required, they can
be isolated in a dignified manner. The humanitarian case for these measures is evident.
But, as former chief economic adviser Arvind Subramanian underlined at an e-adda or-
ganised by this paper on Tuesday, there is also economic sense in facilitating the exit of
workers. Migrant workers will return to work only when they are assured that, in times
of crisis, they can go back easily and safely to the sanctuary of their villages.

The COVID-19 pandemic has bared the precarious existence of at least a 100-million
people, many of them migrants, who work in factories, build roads and houses, pull rick-
shaws and operate the informal economy. They live in squalor in shanties — even on pave-
ments of the cities they serve — without regular supplies of potable water and electric-
ity. Many of them do not have proof of domicile in the places they work, cannot get a
ration card and thus remain out of the ambit of the public distribution system. In rural
India, the MGNREGA, the PM Kisan Yojana and crop insurance schemes provide a sem-
blance of relief during distress. But in cities migrant workers do not have even this mod-
icum of social security. Without social safety nets for such workers, the wheels of the
economy could stop turning. That's one important lesson of this pandemic.

END THE UNCERTAINTY

Governor Koshyari has urged EC to hold election in which
Maharashtra CM will be candidate. EC must act without delay

N THE MIDST of the pandemic, Maharashtra is staring at a building political crisis.

Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray will have to vacate his office if he fails to get

elected or nominated to the state legislative assembly or council before May 27.

Thackeray was sworn in on November 28 last year, and as per the law, must become
amember of the House within six months, in this case, before May 27. Since the Election
Commission has deferred all elections, including to nine legislative council seats in
Maharashtra, in the wake of the COVID outbreak, the ruling coalition has proposed that
Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari nominate Thackeray to a vacant seat in the legislative
council. The governor has been silent on the proposal, though the state cabinet made a
formal recommendation, first on April 9 and then, on April 27. On Thursday, however, he
requested the EC to declare elections to the nine legislative council seats “at the earliest”.
It is important that a prolonged political impasse is avoided in a state in which COVID is
taking a high and mounting toll. At the same time, it is also imperative that a solution is
found only through due process, and not by short circuiting it, or by setting a precedent
that could return to haunt, and be misused.

The main opposition party in Maharashtra, the BJP, has argued that Thackeray’s nom-
ination to the legislative council would be in violation of the Representation of the People
Act. The RPA mandates that a vacant seat be filled only if the remainder of the term ex-
tends to at least a year - the term of the seat proposed for Thackeray ends in June. However,
some constitutional experts have argued that the cited law applies only to by-elections,
and not nominations. It is for the courts to clarify the law. But a resolution - whether by
the nomination route, or the holding of election - needs to be reached quickly, taking into
account the context, while adhering to due process. If the COVID crisis had not unfolded,
it would not be wrong to say that, given the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi’s numbers in the
assembly, Thackeray’s election to the legislative council was a fait accompli.

The Election Commission could find a way of holding the deferred elections to the
nine council seats in Maharashtra immediately. There may be logistical issues due to the
COVID restrictions, but the EC could explore innovative solutions. Elections to the coun-
cil require only the MLAs to vote and polling could be held without making them congre-
gate in the House. Most importantly, all the stakeholders must avoid the temptation to
politicise or prolong the uncertainty.

LLOVELY LOVER

Rishi Kapoor was old Bollywood, but he was also cracklingly
fresh, spoke to an India trembling on the cusp of anew era

OME PEOPLE ARE destined to be stars. Rishi Kapoor, who passed away Thursday
morning at 67, was one such. He was a Kapoor, grandson of Prithviraj, son of
Ranbir Raj, and part of the First Family of Hindi cinema. Prithviraj was a true pi-
oneer, who forged a solid foundation for Kapoor & Sons. Raj was a young manin
ayoung nation,and both in his acting and directorial choices cemented the idea of India. Mera
joota hai Japani, he sang, yeh patloon Inglistani, sar par laal topi Roosi, phir bhi dil hai Hindustani.

All through his busy acting career, froma “child star” to a veteran, Rishi Kapoor bore that
legacy well, while creating anindelible niche of his own, which he kept expanding. It all be-
gan with the stupendous success of Bobby, a youthful love story made in 1973, by Raj Kapoor.
It gave Hindi cinema a brand new lover, and a brand new way of romancing. The audience,
used to the staid ways of the older triumvirate of Raj Kapoor-Dev Anand-Rajendra Kumar
had already been shaken by the boisterousness of Shammi Kapoor, and taken in by the boy-
next-door appeal of Rajesh Khanna. Rishi Kapoor was old Bollywood, sure, but he was also
cracklingly fresh, and spoke to an India trembling on the cusp of a new era.

All the world loves a lover, and Rishi Kapoor was a great one. He smiled at his lady-love,
danced around fountains, and sang soulful songs. That he was capable of much more was
evidentin theroles he essayed in light-weight capers, heavy-handed social dramas, roman-
tic comedies, soppy love stories. He was also capable of restraint, as evident in his much-
ahead-of-their-times serious romances. One of his last films was Anubhav Sinha’s Mulk, in
which his character, a middle-aged Muslim lawyer, sounded the gong for an India that be-
longs to us all, and the importance of love and compassion. A credo to live, and die, by.

Matters of Death

Loss of a great artiste helps in understanding the loss any
death represents: Of individuality, of a unique possibility

PrRATAP BHANU MEHTA

DEATH HAS MANY faces. But it has only one
truth. It represents an irrevocable loss of
value. We are told in most philosophical and
religious texts about its inevitability, its
certainty, its place in an order where all
things are transitory. The Gita enjoins us not
to grieve for what is inevitable. But this is
just a metaphysical fact, and, like many
metaphysical facts, does not capture the
truth. The truth is that even in the
Mahabharata no one quite believes the
Gita’s injunctions. Not a single character
manages to absolve themselves of the pain
of loss: The entire drama is propelled by loss
and grief, not by the cold comfort of
Krishna’s metaphysics. It may not be ra-
tional to fight the inevitable. But that is not
an argument that death is not loss.

Philosophers have debated to death
what kind of loss death represents. And for
whom. The person dying or those left be-
hind? A whole tradition, from Socrates to
Montaigne, is devoted to preparing us for
the good death. For Montaigne, “premedi-
tation of death is a premeditation of free-
dom”: Somehow knowing how to die lib-
erates us from subjection and constraint.
But even the composed Montaigne, who
thought contemplating death made life
more vivid and meaningful, could not eas-
ily reconcile to the death of his brilliant 32-
year-old friend, the young La Boetie, author
of The Discourse of Voluntary Servitude, an
analysis of the hypnosis tyrants can produce
in their subjects. The fact that La Boetie was
only 32 when he died made the grief harder,
even in an age where dying young was not
rare. Coping with the prospect of someone
else’s death is, in most cases, harder than
contemplating your own.

There is, of course, another distinction
tobe made. Just as the inevitability of death
is not an answer to the question of loss, the
question of loss is not the same as that of
grief or attachment. The question of grief,
how one copes with the fact of loss, is a dif-
ferent question altogether, and perhaps the
most deeply subjective one. Different peo-
ple react to the same loss differently. Which
is why the answer to the question of grief
cannot be a philosophical or theological

The death of an incandescent
artiste like Irrfan, at an age
much too young for our era,
is a tragic loss. The
philosopher Thomas Nagel,
in ‘Mortal Questions’, asked
why the loss of the young
seems more tragic than the
loss of the old: Keats’s death
at 24 seems more tragic than
Tolstoy’s at 80. In part, this
has to do with the sense of
unrealised possibilities.
Keats was deprived of years
to live that come before
Death becomes inevitable.
But Nagel had warned,
rightly, that this does not
mean Tolstoy’s death was
not also an insignificant loss.
But the sense of a death
being premature adds to
both the loss involved and
the possible grief associated
withit.

one. It has be about knowing the person
grieving. In this sense, most of our sermons
at death are beside the point. They can, at
most, affirm certain public truths; they can-
not address the pain of loss.

The death of anincandescent artiste like
Irrfan, at an age much too young for our era,
is a tragic loss. The philosopher Thomas
Nagel, in Mortal Questions, asked why the
loss of the young seems more tragic than
the loss of the old: Keats’s death at 24 seems
more tragic than Tolstoy’s at 80. In part, this
has to do with the sense of unrealised
possibilities. Keats was deprived of years to
live that come before Death becomes in-
evitable. But Nagel had warned, rightly, that
this does not mean Tolstoy’s death was not
also an insignificant loss. But the sense of a
death being premature adds to both the loss
involved and the possible grief associated
withiit.

But what is the loss we mourn, espe-
cially in the case of a brilliant genius like
Irrfan, who attained the pinnacle of what
art could achieve? He leaves a void in this
world. In part, the sense of loss that accom-
panies every artiste is the sense of their ir-
replaceability. They are, in some deep sense,
unique. But it is also a uniqueness that
touches everyone. It is universal. What
makes it universal is that its achievement
and value is something all of us can ac-
knowledge. It lifts us out of our egotisms
and narcissisms to give a glimpse of what
artistic excellence looks like. We regret his
passing early since the magnitude of his
achievement makes you wonder what
other possibilities might have been.

But the loss represented by the loss of a
greatartiste is in some senses the key to un-
derstanding the loss any death represents:
The loss of individuality — being a unique
locus of value in the world. Even at a less
publicly recognised scale, any death extin-
guishes so many possible futures for indi-
viduals. We may not be unique in the artis-
tic gifts that we possess. Not all of us are
Keats or Tolstoy or Irrfan. But in the circle
that has been formed by our life histories,
we end up shaping the world in a unique
way. Death is an objective loss.

But, in part, what confers value on life is
recognition. Artistes, in some sense, expose
themselves to a kind of universal judge-
ment. They are recognised, and their loss is
instantly felt because they are so universally
recognised. But what confers value on the
small arts of life, the quotidian quirks that
make us who we are, is the fact that some-
one recognises them, even if only in small
and intimate circles. As Adam Smith knew,
the greatest ignominy that can befall hu-
man beings is not death, it is not having
their life acknowledged at all. That is what
mabkes it devoid of value.

This isa moment at which death seems
so much to be in the public air. Even though
deathisinevitable, modernity has the con-
ceit that it can at least try and defeat it for
some of the time. Death is not just a meta-
physical event. Its course is somewhat de-
termined by science and by sociology, by
forms of collective organisation that deter-
mine who lives and who dies. We are de-
bating the value of the lives of the old ver-
sus the lives of the young. But we are also
debating, in some ways, two approaches to
the value of life. One that looks at it in purely
statistical terms: Where the value of each
life can be offset by the value of another.
Statistics becomes our new metaphysics.
Orwe canlook at it in artistic terms: Where
each life is a source of unique, incomparable
possibility. Each death is, in its own way, a
loss that cannot be made up. Every time we
deprive the poor and all those we make
invisible, of their sense of possibility, we
inflict this loss on ourselves. Depriving
people of possibility is akin to depriving
them of life.

There is no absolution for grief.
Sometimes death has an inevitability.
Sometimes hard choices have to be made.
Montaigne coped with the loss of La Boetie
by incorporating his work, a scepticism of
tyranny, into his own. This was as if to say,
the very thing that makes us see death as a
loss should lead us to affirm life in all its
possibilities.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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E WAITED AND WON

Irrfan struggled before he made it. That's what made him such a good actor

KuNAL RAy

IT IS DIFFICULT to write an actor’s obituary
when everything you might want to say is
already in the public domain. It becomes
even more difficult when the actor in ques-
tion is someone like Irrfan Khan, a rare gem
in the history of Hindi cinema, a so-called
supporting actor who rose to mainstream
stardom, and played lead roles in commer-
cially successful films like Hindi Medium
(2017)and Piku (2015). Perhaps, only Irrfan
could have done that. He created a path for
others to follow — a path cemented with
sheer hard work, relentless struggle and re-
doubtable performances.

A constant element to bemoan is the
strange way in which stardom functions in
Bollywood, where good looks are the defin-
itive markers of a star; where mere acting
prowess might make you a good support-
ing actor, at best. Irrfan could breach that
formulaic construct.

His beginnings were far from comfort-
able. His struggle for recognition could in-
spire a film script. Many serials, art-house
films, years of unending struggle in the un-
sparing metropolis that is Mumbai and, fi-
nally, things began to change for this actor
with Haasil (2003) where he played a neg-
ative role.

If you look at Irrfan’s body of work,
which spans student diploma films and tel-

Irrfan’s success story is a
testimony to his acting
talent which subverted box-
office norms. His work
abroad helped to further
strengthen his prospects in
the country. It is rather sad
that some of our finest have
to wait for Hollywood or
‘Western validation to receive
their rightful dues at home.

evision serials amongst other things, itis in-
dicative of the most important thing that
actors without a pedigree have had to learn
inorder to survive Mumbai: To wait. The art
of waiting makes for a good teacher,
perhaps.

Maybe, it is this act of waiting that fur-
ther magnified his performances. He gave
everything to his on-screen portrayals that
all those years of waiting had taught him.
Of course, lest we forget, behind the success
of one Irrfan Khan, there still are many sto-
ries of failure — forever lost in the boule-
vards of Mumbai.

Even when Irrfan did succumb to Hindi
film stardom, he ensured the script got el-
evated. In Anurag Basu’s Life in a Metro
(2007), he played a highly unimpressive
character, but there is no way you wouldn’t
fall for his innocence and boisterous charm.
In The Lunchbox (2013), he made the mun-
dane appears intriguing. And it's hard to not
absolutely detest him in Haider (2014). That
is what he always did. Irrfan Khan was
never Irrfan Khan on screen. He always be-
came the character.

One cannot think of Ashoke Ganguly
from Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake with-
out putting Irrfan’s face to the character. If
one may dare to say so, Ganguly was fully
realised on the screen because of what

Irrfan brought into the character.

Irrfan’s success story is a testimony to
his acting talent, which subverted box-of-
fice norms. His work abroad helped to fur-
ther strengthen his prospects in the
country. It is rather sad that some of our
finest have to wait for Hollywood or
Western validation to receive their rightful
dues at home.

Can you think of Life of Pi (2012) with-
out Irrfan? He is barely there in the film,
which is otherwise dominated by a
blitzkrieg of events and great visual effects,
yet, it is his dialogues in the end that many
left the theatre with.

There is a quote from Tom Hanks that
has gone viral since the news of Khan’s de-
mise spread on social media. Hanks refers to
Khan as “the coolest guy in the room” and
says he knows he can only be a pale imita-
tion of him. That says something, and not
just because Hanks is a big Hollywood star.

A lot of Irrfan Khan's admirers and col-
leagues have said that the news of his death
has left them “numb”. There’s no better
word to articulate the sense of abandon-
ment — of being unable to watch him light
up the screen anymore.

The writer teaches literary and cultural
studies at FLAME University, Pune
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IMPHAL VIOLENCE

VIOLENCE SPREAD BEYOND the limits of
Imphal as arsonists trying to set fire to a
school building were fired on by security
forces at Patsoi village, six kilometres from
the city. But the building was razed. A wave
of arson and terrorism swept Imphal last
night despite patrolling by troops. The situ-
ation showed no improvement and the au-
thorities extended by 16 hours, without a
break, the 48-hour curfew which was toend
at 4 pm on April 30. The curfew was ex-
tended following alarming reports of gun-
men moving about in the predominantly
Nepalese inhabited village of Sagolmang,
about 25 km from the city and the burning

there of 400 dwellings.

CARTER ADDRESS

PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER, in a solemn re-
port to his country, said the American
hostages will be released from Iran only if
Ayatollah Khomeini, the Revolutionary
Council and the militants agree unani-
mously to let them go — a task he all but
called impossible. “We cannot deal with in-
humane people who have no respect for in-
ternational law, who violate the tenets of
their own religion and then persecute inno-
cent people who are American citizens and
deprive them of their freedom for six
months,” Carter said during a nationally

broadcast news conference.

NO HANDCUFFS

THE SUPREME COURT has held that the rule
providing for handcuffing of undertrials
while they are being taken to court is viola-
tive of the fundamental rights guaranteed
the Constitution. “Armed escorts, worth the
salt, can overpower any unarmed undertrial
and extra guards can make up for excep-
tional needs. In very special situations, we
do not rule out application of irons,” Justice
Krishna Iyer and Justice Chinnappa Reddy
said on a habeas corpus petition filed by
Prem Shankar Shukla, an undertrial in the
Tihar jail in Delhi.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The world may have been late in reacting to India’s abetment of anti-Muslim
terror, but it is positive to note that the global community is finally speaking up.
For some time now, Sangh Parivar gangs have terrorised Muslims, be it due to
allegations of eating beef, being ‘anti-national’ or spurious claims of spreading

the coronavirus.”

— DAWN

The New Deal India needs

An open-ended, creative, expanded employment guarantee at minimum wages should be its centrepiece

NIKHIL DEY AND
ARUNA ROY

THERE ARE NO labour-day rallies, celebra-
tions or meetings this year as everyone is un-
der lockdown, fighting the coronavirus
through physical distancing. Nevertheless, it
isaday for totting up what has been lost and
what the future holds.

This has been a painful year for workers.
The world has been turned upside down due
to the global pandemic. Worse, however, for
the millions of workers in India, was them
being forced to stay in camps or cramped ac-
commodation, foregoing the comfort of fam-
ily, food, and mental peace. It is a cruel irony
that after the sacrifice they have been asked
toundertake, they don’t even get the safety of
physical distancing. Workers have lost hard-
won rights, despite labour being the biggest
contributor to the Indian growth story. As
they spend May 1 waiting to get home, the
Central government that did so much to get
Indians abroad back home has only just al-
lowed migrant workers to go home, along
with many conditions, leaving it to the states
to facilitate their return.

Those who benefited most from this
growth see this workforce in utilitarian,
rather than human terms. The privileged
must understand that if they do not want to
be affected by impoverishment and insecu-
rity that has afflicted these workers, a mini-
mal level of livelihood security will have to
be guaranteed to labour, farmers and work-
ers in the informal sector. It is myopia of the
worst sort to fight the spread of COVID-19 by
wishing away a massive humanitarian crisis.
The solution lies in assuring all Indians a
measure of livelihood and income security.

This mandate can be met with a creative
and expanded Employment Guarantee Act
as a human response to this epidemic. Most
countries have put together significant re-
covery packages of up to 10 per cent of their
GDP and more. India has repackaged some
existing entitlements, added a fraction of 1
per cent of GDP and offered that as a support
to all its citizens for coping with the effects
of a pandemic and a six-week lockdown im-
posed in an emergency-like scenario. There
is no alternative to ensuring a regular cash
flow to all those affected and the argument of
cash transfers vs an expanded Employment
Guarantee Act is that of dole vs work and dig-
nity. Payment of part of the wages in sub-
sidised foodgrain would be ideal for the 94
per cent of our workforce in the informal sec-
tor. It would provide work with dignity, and
perhaps be the most inexpensive way to re-
build a shattered economy. Let’s look imagi-
natively at the employment guarantee meas-
ures that need to be undertaken.

To begin with, the existing entitlements
under MGNREGA need to be taken seriously.
Work must be “guaranteed” on demand. The
government must put its own counsel to the
private sector into practice and use the MGN-
REGA budget to pay full wages to all active
job card holders during the lockdown. Under
alegislation that is designed to provide liveli-
hood security, workers were restricted by a
lockdown backed by a strong legal mandate
to stay indoors, with no exemption from the
Ministry of Home Affairs for MGNREGA
work. The Act even makes a provision for un-
employment allowance, when the state can-
not provide work.

MGNREGA has helped build rural infra-
structure through approximately 10 crore
families. But because of the superimposed
resource constraints, many could not access
the entitled 100 days of work. Migrant work-
ers coming back home will swell the already
desperate demand for work. The government
has existing provisions for expanding MGN-
REGA work by another 50 days in situations
of any calamity. The expansion of the
Employment Guarantee Act must, therefore,
be effective and open-ended. The 100 days
per family must expand to allow access to
any adult seeking any number of days of
work during the period of recovery from the
COVID crisis.

In fact,an Urban Employment Guarantee
should also be put in place. The shock of the
lockdown, and the loss of employment will
be countered only with guaranteed tenure
and security of income to help persuade
workers to return to their former place of
work. As industry revamps and struggles to
restart, many casual, and even regular work-
ers in various industries, will need fallback
employment.

Apart from the regular public works
which must continue with sufficient safety
measures, home-based activities must be
permitted in the expanded employment
guarantee programme to enable “work from
home” for this class of workers as well. Labour
in their own farms and kitchen gardens can
be used to expand productivity. Selected serv-
ices,and production activities, such as making
masks, soaps and sanitisers, will help deal
with the challenge of COVID-19.

Following Kerala’s success, panchayats
and local government units should be em-
powered and involved in dealing with this
epidemic. This would also include providing
resources and flexibility via a workforce paid
through the expanded employment guaran-
tee programme to address the manifold chal-
lenges of COVID-19. The elderly and the vul-
nerable are under acute threat, and children
out of school could face greater malnutrition.
The workers, with precautions, could be used
judiciously to provide food and care-giving
services for the needy.

What would the budget for this look like?
Where will the money come from? In 1975,
Maharashtra passed an employment guar-
antee law with no restrictions on the num-
ber of days or people. To fund this, the legis-
lature identified four taxes: A professional
tax on all salary earners, a tax on petrol, a
sales tax surcharge and a tax on the income
of three-crop irrigated farms to be putinto a
dedicated employment guarantee fund. Asa

An Urban Employment
Guarantee should also be
put in place. The shock of the
lockdown and the loss of
employment will be
countered only with
guaranteed tenure and
security of income to help
persuade workers to return
to their former place of work.
As industry revamps and
struggles to restart, many
casual, and even regular
workers in various industries
will need fallback
employment.

CR Sasikumar

consequence, Maharashtra always had
enough money to implement the law. As ex-
perience has shown, eight hours of work at
minimum wages are accessed only when
other work opportunities dwindle. As and
when the economy recovers, fewer workers
will demand work.

The Maharashtra Act served as a model
for the NREGA when it was enacted 30 years
later. However, its innovative funding pat-
tern was not adopted by the MGNREGA, and
consequently, it has always been short-
changed. This is despite a unique legal archi-
tecture of being demand-driven, and not
budget constrained. The recovery package
should contain a set of dedicated taxes for
adding a special “Disaster Management
Employment Guarantee Programme”.
Perhaps we could start with a one or two per
cent wealth tax so that some of the unequal
distribution of the fruits of economic growth
that has gone to the top 5 per cent in the
country is used for serving the basic needs
of those who contributed fundamentally to
that growth.

The United States, not amodel forits atti-
tude to labour, addressed the financial crisis
brought on by the Great Depression, when
the then President, Franklin D Roosevelt, of-
fered Americans a “New Deal” to fight the
great depression with hope and solidarity
and “cooperation” rather than “competition”.
The centrepiece was a massive public works
programme offering work at minimum
wages to anyone who sought work. It not only
helped build some of America’s great high-
ways but also paid accomplished but impov-
erished artists for doing artwork in public
places. Both the highways and the paintings
remain of value to generations of Americans.

India urgently needs a New Deal of its
own. An open-ended, creative, expanded
employment guarantee at minimum wages,
could be a centrepiece of that new deal.

May 1 is an important day to remember
because it marks the “Haymarket” uprising
that led to an eight-hour working day and a
long and successful struggle for a more just
and humane world. Hunger and indignity is
a prescription for many uprisings. While
these uprisings will bring about some form
of change, they will not necessarily result in
a solution that is of value to all. It would be
wise if India’s rulers understand that. But it
is even more important that the rest of us
understand it and act with solidarity and co-
operation.

The writers work with the Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan (MKSS)

Renew the pledge

More than ever, the rights of workers, vulnerable need to be secured

D Raja

May Day is a celebration of labour and
labourers, the creators of the wealth of na-
tions. It is a day to demonstrate the strength
of the working people, the alliance of work-
ers and peasants, unity of the trade unions
and labour movements and to express soli-
darity, nationally and internationally.

The COVID-19 pandemic is haunting the
world. It has been devastating the lives of
people due to mass unemployment, poverty,
hunger and despair. The conditions are wors-
ening as economic inequality grows. The
poor and working people are bearing the
burden of the lockdown the world over. This
situation has placed huge challenges before
the working people and their political and
trade union organisations. The plight of daily
wage earners and the migrant labourers is
miserable. Hunger deaths are being reported.
The lockdown in India has impacted the fu-
ture of our unemployed young people, stu-
dents and children. Despite the propaganda
about online teaching and learning, the poor,
homeless, and hungry children do not have
access to any such facilities.

The International Labour Organisation
(ILO) has come out with an alarming report
that 40-crore workers in India are at risk of
falling deeper into poverty. They are mainly
from the informal sector.

The current situation in our country has
not changed the character of the BJP-RSS
combine. It has not changed the neoliberal
trajectory of the present government

May Day has a glorious history. For the first
time in May 1886, the Chicago Haymarket
Square witnessed a heroic struggle of the
working people who demanded an eight-
hour working day. It was a demand to tell the
capitalists that just because they had appropri-
ated the means of production as private prop-
erty, itdid not mean they could ruthlessly force
the workers to slog for endless hours without
compensation to produce the surplus. It was
to convey the message that working people
would fight for their rights. In this heroic strug-
gle, several workers were martyred. The
Haymarket struggle inspired the working
masses of the world. The Second International
of the workers of the world — in which
Friedrich Engels, the companion and comrade
of Karl Marx, played aleading role —declared
in 1889 that May Day would be observed as
aninternational day for working people.

InIndia, too, we have the heroic history of
working-class struggles. It is a matter of pride
that May Day was first observed in India way
back in 1923 in Chennai. Trade union move-
ments started emerging during British and
French rule in India. The jute workers of

Calcutta were organised under a trade union
in 1854. The Madras Press Workers Union
was formed in 1903 and Coral Mill workers
union in 1908. Though the AITUC was
founded in 1920 and we are proudly celebrat-
ing its centenary this year, the B&C Mill work-
ers in Chennai organised a trade union and
gotitregistered on April 3, 1918. This was the
first registered trade union in India. The tex-
tile mill workers of Pondicherry (Puducherry)
were fighting for an eight-hour working day
under the leadership of the Communist Party
of India. On July 30, 1936, there was a brutal
attack on the workers and 12 of them were
martyred. This finally forced the French colo-
nialists to accept the demand for an eight-
hour working day for the first time in Asia.

During the days when the people of India
were fighting for independence from colo-
nial rule, the trade unions stood at the front-
line of the national movement. Their strug-
gles got intertwined with political struggles.

Even today, working people have to play
aleadingrole in the fight against the present
government. The BJP-led NDA government
is aggressively attempting to change labour
laws to curtail the rights of working people.
One can see this in the attempt to increase
the working hours to 12.

With political power, the BJP-RSS is pro-

moting its agenda of subverting the secular,
democratic republic of India and turning it
into a theocratic Hindutva Rashtra. This
emerging situation demands that working
people have a political and ideological edu-
cation. Politics is nothing but economics.

World capitalism is in very bad health.
Instead of spending on public health, educa-
tion and social infrastructure, there is com-
petitive spending on military and war equip-
ment. The report released by Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute reveals
that India is the third-largest military
spender, after the US and China. Socialism is
the only alternative. But there is the lure of
fascism and neofascism. This trend is encour-
aged by the corporate capitalists.

On this May Day, while saluting the work-
ing people for their historic revolutionary
role, we renew our pledge to fight for social-
ism — a society free from exploitation, injus-
tice and all forms of discrimination.

Let us observe this May Day during the
lockdown by reaching out to the needy and
vulnerable. Let the working people rise
against the present government as they rose
against the colonial rulers for the independ-
ence of the country.

The writer is general secretary, CPl

[.abour’s leader

BRAmbedkarlaid the

foundation for workers’

rights, social security inIndia

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR Day is celebrated
on May 1 to honour workers. Labour has an
undeniable role in shaping the nation’s for-
tune. Since the times immemorial, the
working class has struggled and sacrificed
for greater causes — first for Independence
and then building the nation brick by brick.
The ongoing fight against COVID-19 has
brought temporary hardship for everyone,
including workers. But Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has weighed life as being
greater than livelihood and has now pro-
vided ablueprint for turning this crisis into
opportunity in the post-corona world. The
proposed change in work culture through
adaptability, efficiency, inclusiveness, op-
portunity and universalism will open up
more avenues for workers to build
New India.

Many leaders have been a beacon for
workers and BR Ambedkar was one among
them. As the representative of the
Depressed Classes in the Round Table
Conference, Ambedkar forcefully pleaded
for living wages, decent working conditions
and the freedom of peasants from the
clutches of cruel landlords. He also fought
for the removal of social evils that blighted
the lives of the downtrodden.

He went on to form the Independent
Labour Party (ILP) in 1936 with a compre-
hensive programme to meet the needs and
grievances of the landless, poor tenants, agri-
culturists, and workers. In the polls held in
1937, the first election under the newly en-
acted Government of India Act of 1935, the
ILP achieved spectacular success by winning
15 of the 17 seats it had contested for the
Bombay Legislative Assembly. On
September 17, 1937, during the Poona ses-
sion of the Bombay Assembly, he introduced
a bill to abolish the Khoti system of land
tenure in Konkan. He opposed the introduc-
tion of Industrial Disputes Bill, 1937 because
itremoved the workers’ right to strike.

His profound knowledge of labour mat-
ters was universally acknowledged and
demonstrated during his term as Labour
member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council
from 1942 to 1946. When the world order
was in flux during World War I, Ambedkar
was guiding Indian labour. The changing
economy provided opportunities for the
expansion of industries. While entrepre-
neurs and managers could hope for pros-
perity, labour was not given its due share.
Ambedkar piloted and introduced meas-
ures for labour welfare by laying the foun-
dation for the basic structure for the gov-
ernment’s labour policy. He tackled the
knotty problems and won esteem and re-
spect from employees and employers alike.
The Indian Trade Union (Amendment) Bill,
introduced by Ambedkar on November 8,
1943, compelled the employers to ac-
knowledge trade unions.

On February 8, 1944, in the legislative
assembly during the debate on the Lifting

Underground Work in Coal Mines,
Ambedkar said: “It is for the first time that
[ think in any industry the principle has
been established of equal pay for equal
work irrespective of the sex.” It was a his-
toric moment. Through the Mines
Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill 1943,
he empowered women workers with ma-
ternity benefits.

Addressing the Indian Labour
Conference held in New Delhi on
November 26, 1945, Ambedkar empha-
sised the urgent need to bring progressive
labour welfare legislation: “Labour may
well say that the fact that the British took
100 years to have a proper code of labour
legislation is no argument that we should
also in India take 100 years. History is not
always an example. More often it is a
warning.”

Ambedkar did not accept the Marxist
position that the abolition of private prop-
erty would bring an end to poverty and suf-
fering. In Buddha or Karl Marx, he writes:
“Can the Communists say thatin achieving
their valuable end they have not destroyed
other valuable ends? They have destroyed
private property. Assuming that this is a
valuable end, can the Communists say that
they have not destroyed other valuable end
in the process of achieving it? How many
people have they killed for achieving their
end? Has human life no value? Could they
not have taken property without taking the
life of the owner?”

Inspired by Ambedkar, the current gov-
ernment has taken steps to improve the
quality of life of workers. For example, the
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-Dhan
Yojna was launched in February 2019 toen-
sure protection of unorganised workers in
their old age. Through technological inter-
ventions like Shram Suvidha Portal, trans-
parency and accountability are ensured in
the enforcement of labour law. The govern-
ment is working to simplify, amalgamate
and rationalise the provisions of the exist-
ing central labour laws into four labour
codes — Labour Code on Wages, on
Industrial Relations, on Social Security &
Welfare and on Occupational Safety, Health
& Working Conditions.

In the extraordinary circumstances
brought on by the COVID pandemic, the
labour fraternity deserves a special salute.
During his Mann ki Baat broadcast on
March 29, the PM apologised for the incon-
venience: “[ extend a heartfelt apology to
all countrymen. And I strongly feel from the
core of my heart that you will forgive me —
since certain decisions had to be taken, re-
sulting in myriad hardships for you. And
when it comes to my underprivileged
brothers and sisters, they must be wonder-
ing on the kind of Prime Minister they have,
who has pushed them to the brink! My
wholehearted apologies, especially to
them.” PM Modi has championed the fight
against the pandemic and been acclaimed
globally. Much of the credit for this goes to
the perseverance of the labour fraternity.

Aswerecall the innumerable contribu-
tion of the countless labourers in nation-
building, with an ever-increasing spirit of
Shramev Jayate, we must remember the
contributions of Ambedkar.

The writer is Union Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs, Heavy Industries
and Public Enterprises. He is the Lok Sabha

of Ban on Employment of Women on MP for Bikaner
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
VIRTUE IN LISTENING
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The LETTER OF THE
prickly state’ (IE, April 30). The policy WEEK AW 'ARD

suggestions given by the 50 young of-
ficers of the IRS need serious consider-
ation. The time has come to not only
welcome the suggestions given by the
public on various platforms but to also
implement them after analysis. The
conventional methods of governance
definitely need a makeover. The citizens
are aware about the innovations and are
providing ideas and criticism upfront.
Omkar Thorat, Mumbai

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
prickly state’ (IE, April 30). In the time
of crises, the ruling party should con-
centrate and think for the welfare of the
nation, and not merely of their own im-
age. The government should welcome
the advice of the people rather than cri-
tise them.

Parul Srivastava, Prayagraj

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
prickly state’ (IE, April 30). It has been
repeated time and again that the motto
of the central government is
“Maximum Governance, Minimum
Government”. While the coronavirus
pandemic warrants departure from the
said motto, and the involvement of the
central government, the Centre also
needs to listen and take cognisance of
ideas that can be factored in for fight-
ing the pandemic. Brushing aside wor-
thy ideas and punishing those airing
their views on issues concerning the
larger community, is unfortunate.
Krishan Kumar Chug, Delhi

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
the Week award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Letters may be
e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

DELIVER OR PERISH
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Covod
fight: Government system in front, pri-
vate hospitals do the distancing’ (IE,
April, 29).Itis unfortunate that private
hospitals are reluctant to join the
COVID-19 fight. It is the responsibility
of the doctors’ fraternity to be at the
forefront and help government in this
international crisis. A big salute to those
doctors and nurses who are executing
their duties honestly at this time of
need. The public expects the best serv-
ice from the private hospitals as well.
If they lag behind in doing their duties,
the public will remember their
negligence at such juncture forever.
The government should cancel the
licences if private hospitals do not
deliver.

Sarjerao Narwade, Sangli
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2 days of kits left, 7 lakh
RNA extraction kits arrive

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

WITH JUST two days worth of
kits left, India on Wednesday re-
ceived the first part of 7 lakh RNA
extraction kits, out of an order of
over 30lakhkits placed with var-
ious companies.

RNA extraction kits are cru-
cial for diagnostic tests on peo-
ple suffering from COVID-19.

The supply comes at a time
India is looking to ramp up test-
ing in preparation for relaxation
of lockdown norms and has set
its sights on conducting over 1
lakh daily tests.

After the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) de-
cided to indefinitely suspend
rapid antibody tests following
complaints about quality of
Chinese kits, RTPCR tests remain
the only test for coronavirus. The
test cannot be done without RNA
extraction kits, and many states

have reportedly run out of RNA
extraction Kits.

Confirming receiving 7 lakh
kits on Wednesday, Environment
Secretary C K Mishra, who heads
the empowered group on isola-
tion beds, testing etc, said this
does not include kits already
available with the states, and that
there are “daily arrivals”. He said,
“We don’t have a problem as of
now. We reached 70,000 tests to-
day. Our testing targets will defi-
nitely be met.”

Asked whether India has ad-
equate kits for testing, Joint
Secretary (Health) Lav Agarwal
said, “Availability of RTPCR tests
have increased from one lab to
292 government labs and 97 pri-
vate ones. It has been constantly
scaled up - from a few hundred
to yesterday, when 58,686 tests
were done... Whatever capacity
isneeded, wheneveritis needed,
the country has always kept in-
creasing to meet the require-
ments...”

Ex-sarpanch held in probe
against suspended J&K Dy SP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

THE NATIONAL Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested a for-
mer sarpanch from Shopian in
connection with its probe into
suspended J&K Police officer
Devinder Singh’s alleged con-
nections with terror groups.

Tariq Ahmed Mir, the former
sarpanch, was arrested from his
home in Baramulla on Thursday.
He s said to be currently aligned
with the BJP.

Sources said the NIA picked
up Mir after it found evidence

that he had been supplying arms
to terror groups. “Mir has been
on the radar of agencies for a
while. The NIA found evidence
that he has been acting as a con-
duit for supply of weapons to
terror groups. His connections
with the Hizbul Mujahideen
have been confirmed,” a security
establishment officer said.
Deputy SPDevender Singh was
arrested in January while travelling
in his car with Hizbul militant
Naveed Babu. The NIA had said he
had provided shelter to the mili-
tanton multiple occasions.
AJammu court gave the NIA
custody of Mir for six days.

ADMN DEFENDS INTERNET CURBS

Your order ‘forged’ to spread
fake news: J&K to top court

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

THE JAMMU and Kashmir ad-
ministration cited “fake news”
involving the Supreme Court that
was allegedly being spread in the
Union Territory to argue against
thelifting of Internet restrictions
inits submissions to the top court
on Wednesday.

In perhaps the first such offi-
cial acknowledgment, it also
talked about the rise of two new
“Pakistan-based” militant out-
fits—The Resistance Front (TRF)
and Tehreeki-Milat-i-Islami
(TMI)—that were allegedly using
messaging apps to “instigate the
youth”.

In an affidavit filed in re-
sponse to petitions by NGO
Foundation for  Media

Delhi cases dip

below 100, three
more deaths; Govt

Professionals, Shaleen Kabra, the
Principal Secretary of the Jammu
and Kashmir Home Department,
referred to “a fake order purport-
ingtobe aRecord of Proceeding”
of the Supreme Court dated April
9,2020.

In the order, it has been
“falsely reflected that adminis-
tration of Union Territory of J&K
has been ordered to take a quick
review within 24 hours to restore
full Internet communication in
the region”, the administration
said.

It added that an FIR under
sections 465 (forgery), 466 (for-
gery of court record)and 471 (us-
ing forged document as genuine)
of the IPC was filed in this regard
at the Cyber Police Station,
Kashmir Zone.

The Union Territory also
submitted that “cross-border

terrorism and violent activities
carried out by terror outfits like
JeM, LeT, HM, operating with
the external support are too
well known” and that “new
outfits are being launched, like
TRF and TMI, instigating the
youth to join terrorism and
there has been a spurt in terror
activities in the last fortnight”.

“The terror modules operat-
ing within the UTs and handlers
from across the border aid and
incite people by transmission of
fake news and targeted messages
through use of Internet...,” the ad-
ministration said.

Defending the decision to cap
Internet speed at 2G, it added
that “Pakistan-based terrorism
handlers like TRF and TM], insti-
gating youth to join terrorism,
are using messaging applications
to communicate as also to raise

the morale of terrorists; however
2G mobile data services consid-
erably restrict the use of such ap-
plications”.

Pointing to instances of fake
news creating a law-and-order
scare, the administration said
there were rumours relating to
COVID-19 deaths, the health of
Hurriyat chairman Syed Ali Shah
Geelani, and “circulation on so-
cial media particularly in
WhatsApp groups showing PoK
flag atop Clock Tower, Lal Chowk,
Srinagar”.

The affidavitadded that “reli-
gious preachers from Pakistan
had urged people via social me-
diatorecite Azanin Masjids dur-
ing midnight and on viewing this
video, people across the valley re-
cited Azan in different Masjids,
which created panic and law-
and-order situation...”

700-800 STUDENTS STUCK, SAY OFFICIALS

Arranging to bring back

students from Kota; CM

releases home
isolation protocol
EXPRESSNEWS
SERVICE
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

THE RATE of growth of COVID-19 cases
slowed a little on Thursday, as the city
recorded 76 cases. Delhi has recorded
over 100 cases each day over the past

CANCELLATION

No. F. 8(8)/H&SC/TM/2019-20/9237
This is for information of all concerned that the e-tender
having ID No. 2019_Horti_7181_1 is hereby cancelled
due to administrative reasons. Details are available in
www.tripuratenders.gov.in

Sd/-

(Dr. P.B. Jamatia)

Director,

Horticulture & Soil Conservation,
Tripura, Agartala

ICA-C/116/20

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KASHMIR
Green Campus Ganderbal-191131

e-TENDER NOTICE FOR HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
NIT. No: 03 of 2020

For and on behalf of the Vice Chancellor Central University of
Kashmir , e-tenders under two bid system are invited from registered
/ Companies/ Agencies for providing Housekeeping services across
different campuses of the University at Ganderbal. The bids must be
submitted through e-tendering mode available on CPP Portal
(www.eprocure.gov.in) from 01.05.2020 to 21.05.2020. The detailed
tender document along with a link is available on University website
(www.cukashmir.ac.in).The hard copy of the Technical bids along
with Tender processing fee of Rs. 1,000/- (Non- Refundable) and
EMD of Rs. 1,50,000 (Refundable), should reach the university on or
before 22.05.2020 (04.00 P.M.) and the same should be addressed
to the Registrar, Central University of Kashmir, Green Campus,
Ganderbal 191131 (J&K). The tender fee and the EMD shall be paid
/ deposited online or in the shape of DD, FDR, BG Pledged , to
Registrar, Central University of Kashmir / drawn from any national-
ized bank payable at Ganderbal (J&K). In case of any clarification,
the bidders can send their queries to estates@cukashmir.ac.in or
contact at 7006171124 / 9419022101.

Sd/- Officer Incharge Estates

Central University of Kashmir
No.: CUK/Est/H-KEEPING/F.No.274/19/1097/Home
Date: 30.04.2020

five days, with 293 cases — the second
highest in the city so far — being
recorded on Sunday.

Three people, all above the age of 50,
suffering from co-morbid conditions
and on ventilators, succumbed to the
disease on Thursday, talking the death
toll to 59.

Those who tested positive include
four staff members at AIIMS - a hospi-
tal attendant and four security guards.
So far, 20 staff members from the hospi-
tal have tested positive.

A nurse, who worked at Hindu Rao
Hospital, also tested positive. She had
come in contact with another nurse
from the hospital, who had tested pos-
itive earlier. The hospital has quaran-
tined 76 of its staff. Thirty of them have
tested negative, while results of others
are awaited.

Atleast 294 healthcare workers have
tested positive so far.

The Delhi government, meanwhile,
released guidelines on home quarantine
Thursday. The city will follow the Centre’s
decision to allow those with mild or no
symptoms, who test positive for the dis-
ease, to isolate at home, provided they
have adequate facilities to ensure self-iso-
lation, where they do not come in close
contact with family members.

A team of anganwadi workers will
assess the feasibility of home quaran-
tine under the supervision of the in-
charge at a public health facility. A care-
giver, who can communicate with the
health department, should also be pres-
ent in the house.

DELHI JAL BOARD : GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C)DR-II
DELHI GATE STP PHASE-Il, OPPOSITE DELHI SECRETARIAT IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110002

E-mail - eecdr2@gmail.com
NIT NO. 01 (2019-20) EE(C)Dr-ll

(Tender ID:- 2020_DJB_190370_1)

Advt. No. J.S.V. 13/2020-21

S. Name of Work Estimate Earnest |Tender Fees| Date of release Last date/ time of
No. cost (in Rs) Money (in Rs) of tender in re- receipt of tender
(in Rs) procurement through e-
solution procurement solution
1. |Shifting of 2X1200 mm dia| 13685979/- | 273700/- 1500/- 27.04.2020 21.05.2020
sewerage pumping main coming upto 03:00 PM
in alignment of proposed
underpass at Ashram Chowk.
Sd/-
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (K.U. Khan)

Executive Engineer (C)Dr-Il

E-Ternder Motice

DAHOD SMART CITY DEVELOPMENT LIMITED
Chod Smart ity Development Limited [B2COL] invites oaline E-Tenders far "Treatment {Processing) and |
Sginmtific dispasal af Musicpal S5alid Waste as por SN Rules 2016 mduding Design, Procurament, |
Construction, Operation and Maintenanoe of facllitles far minkmum G0 TPD capacity as well a8 to augment | |
the same ko cter Futwre increase in Municips! Solid Waste during 1he QOperation and Malptenanoe pesiod |

al Five years™  Tencor 1D 1 4D5396
Estimated Cost {in A} Rs, 24, 7B Cry-
EMD {in RAs.p Rs, 24,78,158/-
Tarder Fee(in A5 A5, 38,000/

"Bid Document Downlpad -|g; start date

250042020

Cate/Time

La=t Date far anline Submadan of Tendar Decument

1605 2020 up to 17,20 Hrs

Ladan, Chhapd, Dahod-38915

FPlhairs: 6291005045

1, Gujarat

GENENAL INSTRUCTIONS: |1] The tender dacument far this sedrk ras e doeenléadod Treen sabsite
wwnsnprocure-come (2] Other Dotalls of NIT shall be seen on website 2] Ore Copy of Technlcal Bad
Incloding all drerevings, data sheets and duly illed up formets exchading the Fmarciol Bid oleng with argannl
Féncden Fea argl Bl Secority 10 be submdted (@ the Qynes oo 1700 Hes, g oo Balare 23-05-2020 81 the
below mentioned sddress: Chiof Exetutive OFicer, Dahod Smart City Development Limited, lilla Sova
By RPADS speed post only. Chief Cxzeoubeee Oifcer,
risn i The rightl i sgoop] o fegiet any or Gl Deaders withont assigaing aniy rebsen (Pecgcl, This Tondo
notloe shall farm a part of conbrack dotument,
1'I1I:|L‘I'f'|"|:|-. o7 IDIE-IB‘ Part 2

DS

Chief Executive Officer
Ernail=tabedsrmaneity2 pgmail . com

THE DELHI government is
making arrangements to
bring back students stuck in
Kota to the city, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said Thursday.
An estimated 700-800 stu-
dents from Delhi are stuck in
Kota, a coaching hub for med-
ical and engineering aspirants
inRajasthan, said officials. The
Transport department has
alsoreached out to private bus
operators to arrange vehicles,
sources said.

“Delhi governemntis mak-
ingarrangements to soon bring
Delhi students back home
from Kota,” the CM said in a
tweet. Kejriwal's tweet comes
a day after the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs directed states
and Union Territories to de-
velop protocols for sending and
receiving stranded migrant
workers, pilgrims, tourists, stu-
dents and others.

Senior government officials
said they are still developingan
SOP in accordance with the
MHA guidelines. “We will
make an announcement only
when the plan is fully ready. A
half-baked announcement
may trigger another round of
chaos,” said an official.

Sources said district magis-
trates are likely to be desig-
nated as nodal officers to carry

The raconteur of Delhi, lover of its
charms, chronicler of its secrets

OnThursday, the 82-year-old owner of

The CM’s announcement comes a day after the MHA
issued an order allowing movement of migrant

workers, students

outregistration of stranded mi-
grants, after which transit
passes will be issued to only
those without any influenza-
like symptoms.

Presently, there are close to
10,000 migrantworkersin 111
schools, which have been con-
verted into shelters.

Delhi Police, meanwhile,
said they too were coming up
witha planand that those who
want to go back to their home-
towns will have to register
themselves.

Workers who have been
housed at the Yamuna Sports
Complex said they were des-
perate to get home. Mehrushi,
a construction worker, who is
with her family at the Yamuna
Sports Complex, said, “We
want to go back to Badaun in
UPbut police are still not allow-

ing us. How will we get regis-
tered or show any proof with-
outdocuments? How long will
we stay here?”

Delhi Police PRO Mandeep
Singh Randhawa said, “The
government and Delhi Police
are finalising the modalities
and the SOPs. We are in touch
withresident commissioners
of different states in Delhi. In
the guidelines, one thing is
clear that all migrants and
other stranded people need
to get proper registration
done so their movement to
their hometowns can be
traced and necessary precau-
tions can be made. [ want to
appeal to everyone to not
move out and follow lock-
down guidelines till SOP is
made and registration is
done.”
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TAKING UMBRAGE

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS MP Dr Santanu Sen has written to
Health Ministry officer Lav Agarwal, who is the government’s
face in the battle against COVID-19, protesting against his com-
ments on the reason for doctors getting infected by the virus.
Sen, a doctor by profession and state secretary of the Indian
Medical Association’s West Bengal unit, has demanded an
apology from Agarwal for his alleged remarks that “some pro-
fessionals are getting infected in parties”. Sen has also sent
copies of his letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan.

NoO BRAKE ON BREAK

EVEN AS the Supreme Court has restricted its functioning to
hearing only urgent cases for over a month now in view of the
pandemic, the court is likely to continue with its six-week
summer break. The court notified two vacation officers who
will be in charge of listing important cases before a vacation
bench on Wednesday. Incidentally, two high courts—Delhi
and Karnataka—have already announced that they will not
take a summer break to make up for the hours lost to the pan-
demic.

KEEPING AWAY

FOLLOWING THE fiasco over number mismatch between the
Health Ministry and ICMR, the ICMR has not only stopped is-
suing daily figures of samples that tested positive for coron-
avirus but its representatives have also missed the daily brief-
ings on the situation of the pandemic. The last the ICMR was
represented at a briefing was last Thursday, when D-G Dr
Balram Bhargava made an appearance.

SPECIAL M ENTION

IT'S NOT often that an Indian official finds mention in a for-
eign minister’s letter to his Indian counterpart. In his thank-
you letter to External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, Israel’s
Foreign Minister Israel Katz has made a special mention of
Nikhilesh Giri, joint secretary in MEA, and Pradeep Singh
Kharola from the Civil Aviation Ministry for their help in evac-
uation of Israeli nationals stranded in India due to the lock-
down. Insiders say the unsung hero in the evacuation exer-
cise was a young, 2012-batch officer, Rakhee Mayuri, posted
in the West Asia & North Africa division of MEA.

Migrants wait for food at East Delhi’s Madhu Vihar on
Thursday. Anil Sharma

Gurgaon steps
up travel curbs
to check spread

SAKSHIDAYAL

SOMYALAKHANI
NEW DELHI,APRIL 30

“DID YOU know there was only tall, wild
grass here once upon a time? Nilgai would
come to graze right where we are sitting
and grazing today,” said Delhi’s beloved
chronicler Ronald Vivian Smith, with a
chuckle, as we ate cucumber sandwiches
on the India International Centre (IIC) lawns
last August.

Conversations with Smith, who turned
83 inJanuary, traversed through anecdotes,
stories of odd dishes and lanes, and were
peppered with tales and fables of the kings
and ghosts who inhabited the capital.

OnThursday morning, Smith — author,
columnist, journalist — passed away at a
city hospital after a brief illness.

With 11 books on Delhi to his credit,
Smith is survived by his wife Elvina, and
children Enid, Bunny, Esther, Tony and
Rodney. His funeral service took place at
the Burari Christian cemetery.

His son Tony (48) said, “He had a breath-
ing problem and recently suffered from a
kidney ailment too. He was admitted to the
hospital Monday, and passed away at 7.30
am Thursday.”

Callingita*“hugeloss for Delhiites,” Delhi
Chief Minister Avind Kejriwal tweeted: “RV
Smith, the chronicler of our great city Delhi
passed away this morning. His work kept
alive the stories and memories of our city.”

An Agraboy, born to Anglo-Indian par-
ents, Smith’s love affair with Delhi began
in the '60s when he moved to the city and
started to work at the Press Trust of India.
He had a room at the Naaz Hotel in Jama
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Masjid, and soon moved to a room at the
Azad Hind Hotel.

“He got a job at The Statesman, from
where he retired as News Editor in 1996.
Even after he got married and had us, he
stayed at the hotel. He loved the Walled
City, and we moved to our house in
Mayapuriin 1978,” said Tony.

His books, Delhi: Unknown Tales of a City
and Delhi That No One Knows, have in-
formed readers about the many suggested
names of Chandni Chowk, the kebabs and
parathas of Gali Paranthe Wali, havelis,and
ghosts of Old Delhi.

A few months ago, Smith asked me to
stand on the steps of the Jama Masjid and
look at the balcony of Haji Hotel, where
would see its owner and his friend Haji
Faiyazuddin. “He will tell you everything
you want to know about Old Delhi. Meet
him, tell him Smith sent you,” he had said.

Haji Hotel recalled their days of youth spent
in the hotel balcony in the company of po-
ets.“He went to an English-medium school
but loved Urdu poetry. We would eat at
Karim'’s, get paan, talk about Delhi, its peo-
ple, and he would put those details in his
book,” he recalled.

Every year, Faiyazuddin sends biryani,
korma and paan to Smith’s house in
Mayapuri after Bakr Eid. “My father
Zahooruddin and Smith’s father Thomas
were friends, and would meet for a meal
every time the Smiths’ would visit from
Agra,” he said.

Smith’slast book, Delhi’s Curly Tales(2018)
is dedicated to Faiyazuddin: “the successor
of a historic family of Delhi and a repository
of cultural heritage of the Walled City”.

After studying English Literature at an
Agra college, Smith began writing under
the guidance of his father Thomas Smith,
an English teacher in Agra, who too went
on to work at The Statesman, and was a
master chronicler of Agra. Smith compiled
a book of his father’s pieces and his own,
and also wrote about his family in The
Smiths of Agra.

“His father got him a typewriter, and till
January this year — just before he fell sick—
he used a typewriter,” said Tony.

In the '90s, Smith began his column at
The Hindu, and also worked at The Indian
Express briefly, said his son,and his last col-
umn appeared on April 25.

Writer Sadia Dehlvi, who called him
Ronnie, reminisced about Christmas meals
at the Smiths’ in the '80s, and the regard
that the late Khushwant Singh had for
Smith’s writings on Delhi.

GURGAON, APRIL30

ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS on
public movement will come into
place at all borders of Gurgaon
district starting 10 am Friday, as
peranorderissued by the District
Magistrate Thursday.

Stating that the “emergent na-
ture and potential magnitude of
the pandemic” makes it impor-
tant to enforce “stricter meas-
ures” toensure “health and safety
of humanlife”, the order adds that
this will be done “through curbs
on cross-movement across all
borders of the district”.

It states thatin case of positive
cases reported in the district, “in-
cidences of cases are mostly
within the same household/fam-
ily and epidemiologically linked”.

“...there remains a potential
threat to the district due to its
distinct geographical location.
The district shares its border
with the NCT of Delhi and is on
crossroads of major transport
routes. A considerable number
of people travel to Gurugam
and back because of either their
workplace or residence being
located here...,” states the or-
der, adding, “despite lockdown
efforts, there still have been
cases of COVID-19 in
Gurugram, with the contact
history traced to cross-border
sources”.
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DEATH COUNT: 230,615

COCKTAIL OF GERMS ONMOBILES,
LIKELY CORONAVIRUS TOO: PAPER

phones should be decontaminated
daily and regularly with either 70%iso-
propyl or by sanitising with (ultravio-
let) devices like PhoneSoap,” said the
study, led by biomedical scientist Lotti
Tajouri of Bond University, Australia.

In a statement, Dr Tajouri de-
scribed mobile devices as “five-star
hotels with premium heated spas,
free buffet for microbes to thrive on”.
“They have temperature control, we
keep them in our pockets, we are ad-
dicted to them. We talk into them and
deposit droplets that can be full of
viruses, bacteria - you name it. We eat
with them, so we give nutrients to mi-
cro-organisms..”

He said people travelled with their
phones “and no border officers check
them”. “That's why mobile phones are
Trojan horses. We don’t know that we
are carrying the enemy.”

Dr Tajouri said even the average
phone user handled their mobiles an
average of three hours a day. “You can
wash your hands as many times as
you like - and you should - but if you
then touch a contaminated phone
you are contaminating yourself all
over again. Think of your phone as
your third hand.”

PAPER

CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

ANEW study has warned that mobile
phones could be acting as “Trojan
horses” for coronavirus. It found that
phones host a cocktail of live germs.

The research was a review of 56
previous studies from 24 countries.
While all those studies predate the
current pandemic, the authors said
SARS-CoV?2 is probably present on
mobiles and other touch-screen de-
vices of coronavirus sufferers.

The review, scheduled for publi-
cation in Travel Medicine and Infectious
Disease, found that 68% of the phones
sampled in these studies were con-
taminated. Golden staph and E. coli
microbes were among the most com-
mon bugs on phones.

“Our recommendation is that

Source: Bond University
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Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak and what you should/should not do?
Write to explained@indianexpress.com

SETH BERKLEY

How far has science travelled in the
search for a COVID-19 vaccine, and
what role will Gavi — The Vaccine
Alliance play?

Developing vaccines is a time-consum-
ingand resource intensive process. It typically
takes up to 10-15 years from the discovery of
anovel way to produce a vaccine to respond
to an unmet medical need and the licensure
ofavaccine forcommercial use. Given the un-
precedented levels of data sharingand global
collaboration, witha full-scale push, we could
potentially have a coronavirus vaccine — at
least an investigational one for potential use
in outbreaks — within 18 months to two
years. That would be an incredible achieve-
ment compared to any previous vaccine de-
velopment, and would require luck in terms
of the approaches currently in the pipeline.

Gaviis positioned to play akey roleineach

phase of the development and delivery of a
SARS-CoV2 vaccine. Drawing upon our expe-
rience enabling access to critical vaccines —
including the Ebola vaccine — we are working
closely with the World Health Organization
(WHO), the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations, the industry and
other partnersin the R&D community to cre-
ate optimal conditions for the identification of
priority candidate vaccines, with a focus on
potential to scale and equitable access.
Gavi'sinnovative financing mechanisms
are also being made available. Gavi’s ‘Vaccine
Bonds’, through the International Finance
Facility for Immunisation (IFFIm), will be
open to additional donor commitments that
canbe spread over the long term but, thanks
to [FFIm’s unique frontloading features, make
significant funding available to accelerate
vaccine candidates. Gavi will also enable its
private sector Matching Fund to be rapidly
deployed for quick assistance from private
sector partners to scale up funding and
proven technologies to fight coronavirus...
The 300,000 Ebola vaccine doses [access
towhich was facilitated by Gavi] were inves-
tigational doses made available through an
Advanced Purchase Commitment after the
vaccine was determined to be efficacious, but
before the product was fully licensed... Such
an effort might also be made in the case of

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Can COVID hit sense of smell?

US disease control authority has newly listed loss of sense of smell among COVID-19 symptoms. A look at
this less commonly described symptom, and what the evidence worldwide has shown so far

ABANTIKA GHOSH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

EARLIER THIS week, the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) intro-
duced “anew loss of taste or smell” in a list of
COVID-19 symptoms. While loss of smell is
a known symptom of several diseases, it is
less common than hearing loss or vision loss,
and patients become conscious of it later
than they would notice a fever or body ache.

What has the CDC said?

“People with COVID-19 have had a wide
range of symptoms reported — ranging from
mild symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms
may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the
virus. People with these symptoms or com-
binations of symptoms may have COVID-19
— Cough and Shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing,” the CDC says.

In addition, it lists symptoms that include
fever, chills, repeated shaking with chills,
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, and a
new loss of taste or smell. If a patients has
two or more of these symptoms, the CDC
says there is a chance that the person has
COVID-2019 infection.

Why is the inclusion of loss of smell
important?

Rhinology, ENT and otolaryngology ex-
perts have been pushing for inclusion of loss
of smell — known as anosmia — in the list of
symptoms for some time now. These include
the American Academy of Otolaryngology-
Head and Neck Surgery and the British
Association of Otorhinolaryngology.

Chills are associated with many other in-
fections, such as malaria, and muscle pain
and body ache are typically associated with
common flu. For these reasons, health ex-
perts have repeatedly noted that it is impos-
sible to symptomatically differentiate be-
tween COVID-19 and the common flu.

Anosmia, however, is a less common
symptom. Johns Hopkins University too lists
unexplained loss of taste or smell, alongside
cough, fever, shortness of breath, muscle

Nasal swab being collected in New Delhi last week. P11

aches, sore throat, diarrohoea, headache and
also fatigue among the symptoms.

Most of the other symptoms are common
among the lists developed by various inter-
national health organisations. According to
the World Health Organization: “The most
common symptoms of COVID-19 are fever,
dry cough, and tiredness. Some patients may
have aches and pains, nasal congestion, sore
throat or diarrhea. These symptoms are usu-
ally mild and begin gradually.”

The WHO list of symptoms has been
adopted by the Health Ministry in India.

Why do people lose their sense of smell?
It can happen during a severe cold, when
we say the nose is “blocked”. Only, thisis hy-
posmia, areduced sense of smell rather than
a complete loss of it. According to Mayo
Clinic: “A stuffy nose from a cold is a com-
mon cause for a partial, temporary loss of
smell. A blockage in the nasal passages
caused by a polyp or anasal fracture alsois a
common cause. Normal aging can cause a
loss of smell too, particularly after age 60.”
Itis usually also associated with reduced

appetite because our sense of smell is part of
our sense of taste. That is why during a cold,
we seem to lack taste in our food. Ina 2017 re-
view in the Journal Chemical Senses, re-
searchers from Wageningen University in
Netherlands wrote: “Anosmia and hypos-
mia, the inability or decreased ability to
smell, is estimated to afflict 3-20% of the pop-
ulation. Risk of olfactory dysfunction in-
creases with old age and may also result from
chronic sinonasal diseases, severe head
trauma, and upper respiratory infections, or
neurodegenerative diseases.”

Other diseases with anosmia among its
symptoms include Parkinson’s disease,
Alzheimer’s disease and multiple sclerosis.
In such cases, it is permanent.

Is this the first time COVID-19 has been
linked to aloss of sense of smell new?
No. There have been very early reports
from various countries about some patients
complaining of a loss of smell. According to
ENT UK, a professional membership body,
“There is already good evidence from South
Korea, China and Italy that significant num-

bers of patients with proven COVID-19 in-
fection have developed anosmia/hyposmia.
In Germany it is reported that more than 2
in 3 confirmed cases have anosmia. In South
Korea, where testing has been more wide-
spread, 30% of patients testing positive have
had anosmia as their major presenting
symptom in otherwise mild cases.”

In a communication with Public Health
England on COVID-related anosmia, ENT UK
also flagged the fact that many people report
only anosmia without any of the more usual
symptoms like fever etc. “Iran has reported a
sudden increase in cases of isolated anosmia,
and many colleagues from the US, France and
Northern Italy have the same experience. I
have personally seen four patients this week,
all under 40, and otherwise asymptomatic
except for the recent onset of anosmia - [ usu-
ally see roughly no more than one a month.
I think these patients may be some of the
hitherto hidden carriers that have facilitated
the rapid spread of COVID-19. Unfortunately,
these patients do not meet current criteria
for testing or self- isolation,” wrote Prof Claire
Hopkins, president of the British Rhinological
Society, and Prof Nirmal Kumar, president of
ENT UK.

In an article in The Lancet Infectious
Diseases, researchers from the US Medical
Corps wrote: “Our multinational group, in-
cluding one otolaryngologist currently in-
fected with COVID-19 and experiencing
anosmia and dysgeusia (altered sense of
taste), suggest that physicians evaluating pa-
tients with acute-onset loss of smell or taste,
particularly in the context of a patent nasal
airway (ie, non-conductive loss), should have
a high index of suspicion for concomitant
SARS-CoV-2 infection.”

Have patients in India reported loss of
sense of smell?

Some have. Inanow viral clip,adoctorin
Lutyen’s Delhi, who was quarantined after
testing positive, talks about how he decided
to get himself and his wife tested after he no-
ticed, following a few days of cough and body
ache, that he could not “smell perfume or
agarbattis”.

What coronavirus ‘copy machine’ looks like

KABIR FIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

ONCE THE novel coronavirus SARS-CoV2 in-
vades a human cell, the crucial next stage is
replication, when it creates copies after
copies of itself. For this, the virus uses its
“copy machine”, which is an enzyme with
this function. Trials with various drugs are
targeting various stages of virus activity,and
some of them, notably remdesivir, seek to in-
hibit specifically the enzyme that multiplies
the genetic material of the virus.

Now, researchers have reported that they
have determined the 3D structure of this
“copy machine”. This makes it possible to in-
vestigate how drugs such as remdesivir
work, they note.

How it works

The first stage of infection is the virus en-
tering the human cell. On the surface of the
virusis a spike-shaped protein, the so-called
“corona”, which binds itself to a human cell
enzyme, ACE2. The virus then acidifies com-
partments on the cell surface, enters, and

then begins to replicate using the body’s
own mechanism.

SARS-CoV2 is made of a single strand of
RNA, which is what is copied and recopied.
Enzymes that enable the creation of RNA (or
DNA) are called polymerases; in the case of
SARS-CoV2, the polymerase is called RdRp,
also named nsp12.Itis the polymerase whose
structure researchers have now described.

What is new

The 3D structure has been determined by
researchers at the Max Planck Institute in
Germany, led by director Patrick Cramer, the
institute said in a statement.

They reconstituted the polymerase from
three purified proteins. Once it was functional
in the test tube, they examined the samples
under an electron microscope, magnified
more than 100,000 times. “One sample
looked different, somehow strange. Our first
thought was to discard it. Fortunately, we did
not: This sample, over all, provided us with
the high-quality data we needed,” researcher
Dimitry Tegunov said in the statement.

The team reported that in overall archi-
tecture, the SARS-CoV2 “copy machine” is

AN EXPERT EXPLAINS

‘We need global access agreements before a vaccine is developed’

coronavirus vaccines to help control out-
breaks or protect health workers.

Does the challenge of fighting COVID-
19 end with the discovery of a vaccine?
With more than 100 candidate vaccines
already in development, the response from
the scientific community and industry has
been unprecedented. But of course, vaccine
developmentonits ownisn’tenough. There
is currently no global system to oversee the
allocation of vaccine supply and many coun-
tries who have the capacity to manufacture
at the required scale will also face pressure
to make that supply available first to their
own population. We need global access
agreements before a vaccine is developed.
For me, there are two axes. The public
health need — if there are out of control out-
breaks anywhere in the world, it threatens
not only those countries but the rest of the
world... Two, there will need to be some type
of agreement on priority use — health work-
ers probably most important, followed by
high risk such as elderly, those with chronic
conditions and finally, the general population.

What has been Gavi’s experience in
evolving access to vaccines?

Gavi'srole will be to shape markets from
development to manufacturing to distribu-

tion, so that there is equitable access at scale
to them. Gavi is working with partners un-
der the leadership of WHO to help select and
accelerate candidate vaccines and ensure
they are managed as global public goods.
This work will build upon Gavi'’s success-
ful experience of shaping vaccine markets.
This includes expanding the number of vac-
cine suppliers; the Advance Market
Commitment for pneumococcal vaccine —
which has saved 700,000 children’s lives by
pre-committing incentive payments for vac-
cine manufacturers who have developed ap-
propriate vaccines for developing countries;
the accelerated licensing and rollout of the
first Ebola vaccine in the past four years
through an Advance Purchase Commitment;
and managing stockpiles against outbreaks.
Indian manufacturers have animportantrole
toplayin COVID-19vaccine supply as they do
in supply of high-quality vaccines globally.

Do you anticipate the COVID-19 fight
disrupting routine immunisation
programmes and vaccination drives?
The COVID-19 outbreak is a reminder
that infectious diseases know no borders,
and that the world must be prepared for the
evolutionary inevitability of the emergence
of novel pathogens. In countries with
weaker health systems, such outbreaks can

3D structure of the SARS-CoV2
polymerase. The red and blue depict
RNA. Max Planck Institute

similar to that of SARS-CoV, the coronavirus
responsible for SARS. However, they also
noted distinguishing features. One of these
is an additional element in the SARS-CoV2
polymerase, with which it binds the RNA un-
tilit has copied the genetic material.

“We were surprised to find that the struc-

have even more devastatingaimpact —both
within and beyond national borders. The im-
portance of preparedness and early detec-
tion, meaning investing in strong primary
healthcare and immunisation systems as
the first line of defence against threats to
global health security, cannot be overstated.
We are already seeing the impact the pan-
demicis having. Major Gavi-supported vacci-
nation campaigns against polio, measles,
cholera, HPV, yellow fever and meningitis
have been postponed in low-income coun-
tries. These would have immunised more
than 13.5 million people. The number of peo-
ple missing out on vaccines is likely to rise
substantially as we expect a significant pro-
portion of planned vaccine campaigns to be
postponed in the coming months, with rou-
tine immunisation programmes also severely
impacted as key staff are redeployed.

How can countries mitigate such risks?

For now, the focus of governments
needs to be on continuing routine immu-
nisation as well as robust public health
measures for COVID-19 and this is what
they are doing. Without routine immuni-
sation, we will face potential outbreaks of
regular vaccine-preventable diseases,
which will overwhelm the health system
on top of the COVID-19 challenge.

ture of the coronavirus polymerase is special
— it differs from other structures that we
have been investigating so far,” researcher
Hauke Hillen said.

Why it matters

The researchers repeatedly referred to
remdesivir, which work by blocking the poly-
merase. Their description of the 3D structure
comes amid mixed signals from studies on
remdesivir. While some trials have found the
results encouraging, a study published in The
Lancet this week has reported that the clinical
benefits from administering remdesivir were
not found to be statistically significant.

Knowledge of the architecture of the
polymerase on an atomic scale isimportant,
nevertheless, as it opens up new avenues to
understand and combat the virus. The team
plans to investigate how antiviral substances
block the proliferation of coronaviruses.

“With the structure at hand it might be
possible to optimize existing substances such
asremdesivir and to improve their effect. But
we also want to search for new substances
that are able to stop the virus polymerase,”
said Cramer, the Max Planck director.

We also must remember that strong
routine immunisation ensures people are
protected against the spread of infectious
disease and, by connecting them to health
services, enables early detection of novel
threats. It also means the existence of sup-
ply chains, trained health workers, data sys-
tems and, crucially, disease surveillance and
in some cases basic laboratory testing...

Beyond routine immunisation, we have
alsorecognised procuring stockpiles asanim-
portant aspect of global epidemic prepared-
ness. Gavi funds emergency vaccine stock-
piles for cholera, yellow fever, meningococcal
disease and Ebola to ensure thatwhen anout-
break does occur, we are prepared to quickly
deploy vaccines to protect affected commu-
nitiesand limit the spread. These emergency
stockpiles are a last-resort insurance policy
that guarantee vaccines will always be avail-
able for rapid delivery when needed, bene-
fiting not just directly affected nations, but
the entire global community.

Dr Seth Berkley is CEO of Gavi — The Vaccine
Alliance, a partner of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, which works for better
and more equitable access to vaccines. Gavi
has helped vaccinate 760 million children in
the world’s poorest countries. He was
interviewed over email by Kavitha Iyer.
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A crowded passageway
in Tokyo. AP/File

JAPAN
Emergency may
be extended by

amonth

Tokyo: Japan is preparing
to extend its state of
emergency over the novel
coronavirus, originally set
toend on May 6, for about
a month, government
sources told Reuters on
Thursday, even as some
other countries begin to
reopen after strict lock-
downs. Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe told
parliament that he would
consultinfectious disease
experts on whether to ex-
tend the emergency,
which he declared on
April 7 for seven prefec-
tures including Tokyo.
The state of emergency
gives local governors
greater power to tell peo-
ple to stay at home and
ask businesses to close.

PAKISTAN
Coronavirus
casesjumpto
15,759

Islamabad: Pakistan re-
ported 874 new cases of
coronavirus in the last 24
hours, taking the total
number of infections to
15,759 with 346 deaths
so far, a statement said
on Thursday. The
Ministry of National
Health Services said the
deaths of 19 more pa-
tients have been re-
ported in the provinces
of Punjab, Balochistan
among others, taking the
total death toll to 346.
Punjab reported 6,061
cases, Sindh 5,695,
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
2,313, Balochistan 978,
Gilgit-Baltistan 333,
Islamabad 313 and PoK
reported 66 cases.

SOUTH AFRICA
Highest daily
count as easing
of curbs looms

Johannesburg: The num-
ber of coronavirus cases
in South Africa surged
past the 5,000-mark on
Thursday after it
recorded the highest
single-day jump, just a
day before the country
was set to gradually ease
its over a month-long
nationwide lockdown.
Health Minister Zweli
Mkhize said that there
had been a 73 per cent
daily increase in con-
firmed COVID-19 infec-
tions, with 354 new
cases taking the total to
5,350. There were also
10 deaths overnight,
raising the total death
toll to 103.

MALDIVES

First COVID-19
deathreported

Male: Maldives has re-
ported its first death to
the new coronavirus with
the total number of posi-
tive cases standing at 280.
Health Minister Abdulla
Ameen said Thursday
that the victim was an 83-
year-old woman from the
capital Male". First cases
of COVID-19 were re-
ported at tourist resorts in
this Indian Ocean archi-
pelago state and authori-
ties for sometime kept it
from spilling over into the
community. However,
there is now a sudden
spike in the number of
patients in the capital is-
land as well as far off is-
lands with no traceable
source of infection.

South Korea, Hong Kong milestone:
A day gone with no new local cases

AGENCIES
SEOUL, APRIL 30

WITH SOCIAL distancing and
virus testing policies in place for
months in several countries, a
few governments are now re-
porting remarkable milestones:
recording zero new domestically
transmitted coronavirus cases,
orno new cases at all.

South Korea on Thursday re-
ported that for the first time
since the virus’s February 29
peak, it had no new domestic
cases and just four cases among
people who came in from out-
side the country. The develop-
ment was a stark turnaround
for a nation that was battered
early on by the virus — with 909
cases on February 29 alone —
and quickly conducted wide-
spread testing and contract
tracing of new infections to halt
the virus’s spread.

The Koreas Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
said in a statement Thursday
that the additional figures took
the country's total to 10,765 with
247 deaths. It says 9,059 of them
have recovered and been re-
leased from quarantine.

It says the four new cases are
allimported ones and that there
were no newly reported cases of
local infections.

Britain is past
coronavirus
peak: Boris

COSTASPITAS &
ESTELLE SHIRBON
LONDON, APRIL 30

PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson
said Britain was now past the
peak of its coronavirus outbreak
and promised to set out a lock-
down exit strategy next week, de-
spite rising deaths and criticism
of his government's response.

Johnson offered hope to
locked-down Britons, but urged
them to stick with restrictions
designed to slow the spread of
the virus.

“I can confirm today that for
the first time, we are past the
peak of this disease,” Johnson
said. “We're past the peak and
we're on the downward slope,
and we have so many reasons
to be hopeful for the long
term.”

Nevertheless, Britain now
has the second-highest official
COVID-19 death toll in Europe
with more than 26,000 deaths.

With rising unemployment
and companies crippled, the
government is under pressure to
outline an exit strategy.

Johnson promised to set out
next week a “menu of options”
on how the lockdown could be
relaxed, but said exact dates
would be driven by scientific ad-
vice and data. REUTERS

Boris Johnson

CELEBRATING BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY: People observe social distancing at an event to mark
the birthday of Buddha at a temple in Seoul, South Korea, on Thursday. Reuters

Local media said it's the first
time for South Korea to have no
daily increase of local infections
since February 15.

South Korea's caseload has
been slowing in recent weeks af-
ter it recorded hundreds of new
cases every day between late
February and early March.

South Korea has subse-
quently relaxed some of its so-
cial distancing guidelines. It ex-
pected to ease up on more
restrictions in coming days if its

caseload maintains a down-
ward trend.

That progress has been mir-
rored in Hong Kong, which on
Thursday reported that there
had been no new cases in the
semiautonomous Chinese terri-
tory for five straight days. The
city has had more than 1,000
cases over all, and had a resur-
gence ininfectionsin late March
that prompted strict lockdowns
on travel, including quarantining
of foreign arrivals, social distanc-

THE LONG WAIT

APeruvian lives in a tent on the street, while waiting to be tested for COVID-19 and obtain permission to return home to
another part of the country, in Lima, Peru. Reuters

ing measures and the wide-
spread adoption of work-from-
home policies.

Hong Kong residents over-
whelmingly wear masks when
going outside, even with the re-
cent plunge in new cases.

Other countries are flirting
with similar successes. Australia
reported just nine new cases on
Wednesday, and New Zealand
had two days over the last week
with just one new confirmed
coronavirus infection.

AUSTRALIAN
CAPITALTERRITORY
FREE OF COVID-19

Canberra: The Australian
Capital Territory has be-
come the first of the coun-
try's eight states and main-
land territories to declare
itself free of all known
cases of the coronavirus.

Chief Health Officer
Kerryn Coleman said the
territory surrounding the
capital city Canberra was
free of any recorded infec-
tionon Thursday forthe first
time in seven weeks after
the last patient recovered.

There have been 106
confirmed COVID-19 cases
in Canberra and three pa-
tients have died.

The capital territory
has a population of
420,000, and its infection
rate per head of popula-
tionranks in the middle of
the field.

Everyone with cold or
flu symptoms have been
offered free testing in
Canberra for the past week
and the government said
that offer will be extended
for another week. AP

China’s battle against coronavirus major
strategic achievement, says Xi Jinping

KJMVARMA
BEIJING, APRIL 30

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
has termed China's battle against
COVID-19 as a major strategic
achievement, as the ruling
Communist Party is all set to
hold the postponed Parliament
session on May 22 amid a steady
decline in the coronavirus cases.

The virus has claimed 4,633
lives in the country.

China's arduous efforts to
contain the coronavirus have
brought a decisive outcome to

EXPLAINED

Outbreak ‘under control’, China
looks to get economy on track

China’s decision to hold its postponed Parliament session
on May 22 is widely seen as a sign that the government con-
siders the outbreak under control. Now, the CPC’s focus ap-
pears to be turning to the economy, with reports saying that
the agriculture sector and pillar industries such as auto
manufacturing and biomedicine will be among those to get
apush as part of economic recovery efforts.

the fight of defending Hubei and
its capital city Wuhan, Xi told a
high-powered Central

Committee meeting of the rul-
ing Communist Party of China
(CPC) on Wednesday.

The nationwide battle
against the epidemic has gained
major strategic achievements,
the state-run Xinhua news
agency quoted Xi as saying.

Xi said Hubei, including
Wuhan, should continue
strengthening community-level
epidemic prevention and control.

The COVID-19 pandemic
continues its explosive growth
overseas, Xi said, noting the
mounting pressure to prevent
imported infections and
the growing complexity of
stemming domestic epidemic
resurgence. PTI

President Donald Trump in the Oval Office. Reuters

Trump says China
wants him to lose
bid for re-election

STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, APRIL 30

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump said
onWednesday he believes China’s
handling of the coronavirus is
proof that Beijing “will do any-
thing they can” to make him lose
his re-election bid in November.

Inaninterview with Reuters,
Trump talked tough on China
and said he was looking at differ-
ent options in terms of conse-
quences for Beijing over the virus.
“Icandoalot,” he said.

The Republican president, of-
ten accused of not acting early
enough to prepare the United
States for the spread of the virus,
said he believed China should
have been more active in letting
the world know about the coro-
navirus much sooner.

Asked whether he was consid-
ering the use of tariffs orevendebt
write-offs for China, Trump would
notoffer specifics.“There are many
things I can do,” he said. “We're
looking for what happened.”

“China will do anything they
can to have me lose this race,”
said Trump. He said he believes
Beijing wants his Democratic op-
ponent, Joe Biden, to win the
race to ease the pressure Trump
has placed on China over trade
and other issues.

“They're constantly using
public relations to try to make it
like they’re innocent parties,” he
said of Chinese officials.

He said the trade deal that he
concluded with Chinese
President Xi Jinping aimed at re-
ducing chronic US trade deficits
with China had been “upset very
badly” by the economic fallout
from the virus. REUTERS

ok

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

VIRUS ORIGINATED
INCHINA, BUTNOT
MAN-MADE, SAY
INTEL AGENCIES

Washington: US intelli-
gence agencies have con-
cluded the coronavirus
was “not manmade or ge-
netically modified" but say
they are still examining
whether the origins of the
pandemic trace to contact
withinfected animals oran
accidentata Chinese lab.

The statement from
the Office of the Director
of National Intelligence,
the clearinghouse for the
web of US spy agencies,
comes as President
Donald Trump and his al-
lies have touted the as-
yet-unproven theory that
a lab in Wuhan was the
source of the pandemic.

“The Intelligence
Community also concurs
with the wide scientific
consensus that COVID-19
virus was not manmade or
genetically modified,” said
the statement. AP

Social distancing rules
set to fade out as 3.8 mn
more file for jobless aid

NEW YORKTIMES
NEW YORK, APRIL 30

THE FEDERAL guidelines put in
place to slow the spread of the
virus by encouraging people to
curtail nearly all public life are
set to expire and President
Trump has indicated he has no
intention of extending the
measures as states across the
country move ahead with a va-
riety of plans to gradually re-
open their economies.

“They’ll be fading out, be-
cause now the governors are do-
ing it,” Trump told reporters on
Wednesday, referring to the re-
strictions. The devastating cas-
cade of dismal financial news
hasincreased pressure on all lev-

‘HE Is AFRAID — AFRAID FOR Hi1S RATINGS AND FOR THE SYSTEM HE HAS SPENT 20 YEARS CREATING’

Putin, Russia’s man of action, lets others act against the virus

ANDREW HIGGINS
MOSCOW, APRIL 30

THIS WAS supposed to be a mo-
ment of triumph for President
Vladimir V Putin, a celebration of
his grand successes in restoring
the Russian state to a place of
pride in the world and consolidat-
ing his grip on power, all topped
off by a glorious military parade
inRed Square on May 9, the 75th
anniversary of the Red Army’s
victory over Nazi Germany.

But the coronavirus has
changed all that.

Now, having bowed to the in-
evitable and canceled the pa-
rade, Putin seems less a can-do
executive than a bored monarch

cooped up in a palace, checking
his watch during televised video
conferences with his underlings
about the pandemic as his pop-
ularity ratings dip.

For 20 years, Putin has made
his mark asa manof action, a hy-
peractive leader ever ready to
face down the Kremlin's foes at
home and abroad, and even wild
tigers in remote Russian forests.
Confronted with the coronavirus,
however, a leader who was re-
elected in 2018 with nearly 80
percent of the vote and who faces
no serious threats to his power
has been oddly passive.

“He is afraid — afraid for his
ratings and for the system he has
spent 20 years creating,” said Gleb
0 Pavlovsky, a disenchanted for-

President Vladimir V Putin led a meeting with members of
Russia’s Security Council via a video link this month. Reuters

mer Kremlin adviser. Faced with
aviral enemy that he cannot eas-

ily vanquish, “Putin understands
thatthe best thingtodois stand to

the side,” Pavlovsky added.

Adding to Putin’s troubles, the
collapse of oil prices removes a
major stream of revenues for so-
cial programs, while Russia’s oil-
and gas-dependent economy is
expected to shrink by 6 percent
this year. But turmoil in the global
oil market, unlike the health crisis,
at least plays to Putin’s strong
suits of geopolitics and high-
stakes diplomacy.

By contrast, the pandemic
has only highlighted what has al-
ways been Putin’s biggest vul-
nerability: a pronounced lack of
interest or success in tackling in-
tractable domestic problems like
dilapidated hospitals, pockets of
entrenched poverty and years of
falling real incomes.

Adding to the gloom, an April
22 referendum on constitutional
amendments had to be canceled
because of the virus. The amend-
ments, already approved by
Russia’s legislature, allow Putin
to crash through term limits and
stay in power until 2036.

Faced in 2014 with a simi-
larly grave threat to Russian in-
terests created by the ouster of
Ukraine’s pro-Kremlin presi-
dent, Putin seized the moment
by grabbing Crimea. When, two
years later, it looked as if Russia’s
closest ally in the Middle East,
President Bashar al-Assad of
Syria, might also fall, Putin
jumped in to reverse the tide of
Syria’s civil war by sending
Russian warplanes and soldiers.

els of government to restart
commercial activity.

An additional 3.8 million
workers filed for unemployment
benefits across the country last
week. The figures announced
Thursday by the Labor
Department bring the number of
workers joining the official jobless
ranksin thelast six weeks to more
than 30 million, and underscore
just how dire economic condi-
tions remain.

Many state agencies still find
themselves overwhelmed by the
flood of claims. “The problem is
even bigger than the data sug-
gest,” said Elise Gould, a senior
economist with the institute, a
left-leaning research group.
“We're undercounting the eco-
nomic pain.”

But his display of machismo
before the advancing pandemic
did not work out quite as
planned: He visited infected pa-
tients at a new Moscow hospital
dressed in a canary yellow haz-
mat suit, only to find out a few
days later that the head doctor
who showed him around and
gave himalong fleshy handshake
had tested positive for the virus.

Since then, Putin has been
sheltering at his country villa. It
was from there, warmed by gen-
tle flames from a fireplace in a
cozy-looking living room, that he
on April 19 delivered a what-me-
worry Orthodox Easter message
to the nation.

“The situation,” he said, “is
under total control.” NYT
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ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

INDIA IS expected to witness
a permanent loss of around 4
per cent of its real GDP, or
nearly Rs 9 lakh crore, on ac-
count the economicimpact of
spread of coronavirus and a
nationwide lockdown, said a
report released by Crisil
Research. Projecting a base
case GDP growth rate of 1.8
per cent for FY21, with a
downside scenario of zero
GDP growth for the year, the
report projected a sharp re-
covery beginning the first
quarter of next financial year
when the GDP is expected to
growat 7.5 per cent — benefit-
ting from the base effect. For
India Inc, the report projected
arevenue decline of up to 15
per cent and dip in profitabil-
ity by 25-30 per cent for the
current year.

Asthe pandemicis hurting
economic activity across sec-
tors and demographic profile
of the country, DK Joshi, chief
economist at Crisil said, “We
feel thatafiscal stimulustothe
tune of Rs 3.5 lakh crore is re-
quired (including what has al-
ready been announced by the
finance minister earlier). While
the government has provided
for food distribution and cash
transfer tobankaccounts of the
needy, the focus for the next set
of stimulus should be around
smalland mediumenterprises
S0 as to support their survival
as they are the biggest job cre-
ators. We will need stimulus
later during the time of recov-
erytoo.”

Crisil said India should pre-
pare to benefit fromany global
business realignment oppor-
tunity. As all major economies
are impacted by the pan-
demic, Shaun Roache, chief
Asia -Pacific economist, S&P
GlobalRatings, said aglobal re-
alignment of supply chain is
on the cards and India could
benefit fromit. Joshi, however,
added domestic conditions
have to be made more
favourable to attract compa-
nies moving away from China.

Stating that India will have
to grow at an average of 8.5
per cent for three years up to
FY24 to make up for the per-
manent loss of around 4 per
cent of its real GDP this year,

RISKSCALE

toreal GDP likely;
revenue decline of up
to 15% for India Inc’

the report said high growth
rates of 8.5 per cent would re-
quire, “extraordinary and ex-
tended policy support, re-
forms and facilitations to
support domestic business
and supply chains, and attract
foreign investment.”

While India Inc has seena
near halt in business activity,
the report projected a decline
inrevenue growth of 8-10 per
cent on a base case (GDP
growth of 1.8 per cent). It,
however, said on lower GDP
growth, revenue decline could
be 12-15 per cent. “We have
never witnessed such a sce-
nario in our lifetime,” said,
Prasad Koparkar, senior direc-
tor at Crisil Research.

The impact is expected to
be severe for certain sectors.
While consumer discretionary
services such as airline, hospi-
tality, mediaand organised real
estate could see arevenue de-
cline between 20 and 30 per
cent, auto and consumer
durables could witness a de-
cline between 12 and 22 per
cent. On the other hand,
pharma, FMCG and telecom
are expected to do better. The
report projects a revenue
growth of 15-18 per cent for
the telecom sector “onaccount
of price hike last year and in-
crease in data consumption.”

Profitability of companies
isalso set to come under pres-
sure and India Inc could see
15-18 per cent decline in
earnings before interest tax
depreciation and amortisa-
tion (Ebitda)on the base case
GDP projection. In line with
decline in revenue and prof-
its, more companies are ex-
pected to become vulnerable
for degrade and default, the
report said.

It stated while 22 per cent
of Indian companies with total
debtofRs 161akh crore had in-
terest coverage ratio of less
than 1 till March 2020, it is set
toriseto32 percentby theend
of FY21. Asbanks turn cautious,
NPAs are set torise by 150-200
basis points this fiscal.

Among the sectors,a Crisil
metric on parameters of ero-
sion in revenue growth and
credit risk, shows that auto
components, real estate, gems
and jewellery, airline, con-
struction, poultry and meat
and textiles are the weakest
positioned.

Vulnerability: M High ® Medium © Low

Sector Workforce size (crore)
Agriculture 20.53

industry
Mining and quarrying 019
Manufacturing I 564
Electricity and water supply 0.27
Construction I 543
Services

Trade 4.69
Transport 229
Accommodationand food services [Jj 0.87

Other services 6.59

HUL net slips
3.9% to 1,512 cr
on virus hit

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
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demand; board okays ¥93,123-crrightsissue

Salary deduction at RIL’s
hydrocarbon division,
Ambani to forego salary

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 30

HIT BY the fall in crude oil prices
and demand for refined products,
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has re-
ported a 37.2 per cent fall in net
profit at Rs 6,546 crore for the
quarter ended March 2020 as
againstRs 10,427 crorein the same
period ayear ago. The board of RIL
also approved a megarightsissue
of Rs 53,125 crore — probably the
largest in the corporate sector’s
history — to shareholders.The
board has priced therightsissue at
Rs 1,257 per share in the share ra-
tioof 1:15.

RIL's revenue wasdownby 2.5
percentatRs 1,51,209 crore in the
quarter from Rs 1,55,151 crore in
the year-ago period. RIL’s sub-
sidiary, Reliance Jio, posteda 177.5
per centriseinnetprofitatRs 2,331
crore during the March quarter as
against Rs 840 crore a year ago.

RIL said the decrease in rev-
enue is primarily on account of
10.1 per cent decline in refining
and petrochemicals business rev-
enues. The sharp fall of 20.5 per
centinaverage Brentoil priceled to
lower product price realization
across the hydrocarbon chain.
“This was partially offset by con-
tinuing growth in consumer busi-
nesses, even amidst the opera-
tional issues posed by the
pandemic. Digital servicesand re-

Core industries’
output shrinks
6.5% in March

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,APRIL30

EXPLAINED

t1lakhcrore
fundraising

THOUGH THE volatility in oil prices has impacted its bottom
line, RILis going ahead with its mega investment and fund
raising plans. The company is expected to complete the
capital raising programme, totalling over Rs 1.04 lakh crore by
Q1 of the current financial year. This includes the investment
by Facebook in Jio Platforms, the Rs 53,125-crore rights issue
and the previous investment by British Petroleum in FY20.

tail business recorded an increase
of 30 per centand 4.2 per cent, re-
spectively, in revenue during the
quarter,” it said.

RILChairmanand MD Mukesh
D Ambani, said: “Despite the
daunting challenges arising from
the fallout of the global pandemic,
our company hasonce again deliv-
ered aresilient performance for FY
2019-20.0ur 02C(oil tochemicals)
businesses delivered sustained
earnings duetoitsintegrated port-
folio, cost-competitiveness, feed-
stockflexibility and product place-
ment capabilities. We continue to
operate all our major facilities at
near normal utilisation levels.”

RIL's proposed rightsissue will
be its first in three decades. “The
promoters have confirmed thatin
addition to subscribing to their ag-
gregate entitlement in full, they
willalso subscribe toall the unsub-
scribed portion,” RIL said.

Facebook aims to
extend products,
tech built with Jio

New Delhi: Facebook’s mega Rs
43 574~crore pact with Reliance Jio
will help the social media giant
build products and technology

thatcan be extended to other parts
of the world, CEO Mark
Zuckerberg said.

He said the social media giant
aims to create a “much better
shopping and commerce experi-
ence” in India working with
JioMartby leveraging WhatsApp's
communication and payments
platform.

Facebookis focused onalong-
term play inIndiaand its deal with
Jiois indicative of the company’s
commitment, its India Managing
Director Ajit Mohan said. PTI

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL 30

RIL CHAIRMAN and MD Mukesh
Ambani'’s has decided to forego his
entire salary “until the impact of
COVID-19 abates”. Ambani had his
salary capped at Rs 15 crore since
2008-09.

RIL announced it will reduce
salaries of some of its employees
in the hydrocarbon division by 10
per cent in view of the “adverse
impact” of the pandemic on fuel
demand. The company’s board of
directors would forego 30-50 per
cent of their salary, RIL Executive
Director Hital R Meswani said.

These pay cuts would apply to
the employees in the hydrocarbon
division who are earning more
thanRs 15lakhayear. Those earn-
ingless than that would notbeim-
pacted, the letter said.

“In light of the outbreak ...
Ambani has voluntarily decided to
forego his entire salary,” RIL said.
“And now, heis forgoing his salary
until the company and allits busi-
nesses are fully back to their earn-
ings potential,” it said.

Need to open up in a measured

way, but as fast as poss

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL 30

THE OUTPUT of eight core infra-
structure industries shrank by a
record 6.5 per cent in March due
to significant dip in production of
crude oil, natural gas, fertiliser,
steel, cement and electricity amid
the coronavirus lockdown.

The eight core sectors had ex-
panded by 5.8 per cent in March
2019.InFebruary this year, the sec-
tors recorded a growth of 7 per
cent. Production of crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery products, fer-
tiliser, steel, cement and electric-
ity contracted by 5.5 percent, 15.2
per cent, 0.5 percent, 11.9 per cent,
13 per cent, 24.7 per cent and 7.2
per cent, respectively,inthemonth
under review,accordingtodataof
the Commerce and Industry
Ministry released on Thursday.

INDIA NEEDS to lift its lockdown
ina“measured way” but as fastas
possible as it does not have the ca-
pacity tosupport people across the
spectrum for too long, former RBI
Governor Raghuram Rajan said, as
he argued that the country needs
to spend Rs 65,000 crore to sup-
port the poor. He said India has to
be “cleverer” about opening up
and argued a second or third
round of lockdown will be devas-
tating for the Indian economy.
Ina conversation with former
Congress president Rahul Gandhi,
Rajan said “there will have to be a
rethinking of everything in the
global economy” post-COVID-19
and argued India has an opportu-
nity in shaping that dialogue to-
wards “one which has greater

Former Congress President
Rahul Gandhi (left)ina
conversation with former
RBI Governor Raghuram
Rajanvia a video link, in
New Delhi. Screenshot posted by
@RahulGandhi Twitter handle via PTI

place for more countries in the
global order, a multipolar global
orderratherthanasingle orabipo-
lar global order.” He said India can
find opportunities forits industries
and its supply chains.

He said there has to be a se-
quencing when it comes to open-
ingupand thefirstshould be those

EPFO allows firms to file PF returns
without simultaneous payment of dues

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,APRIL 30

IN A move that will ease compli-
ance burden for employers, the
Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) has permit-
ted companies to file their elec-
tronic challan cum return (ECR)
without the simultaneous require-
ment to pay their PF contributions.
Through this move, the govern-
mentisalsoexpected togetanes-
timate of the companies under
EPFOwhich are facing cash crunch
and wage payment related issues

Gold demand plunges
30% in March quarter

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 30

HINDUSTAN UNILEVER on
Thursday reported a decline of
3.93 per centin consolidated profit
toRs 1,512 crore for the fourth
quarter, impacted by the coron-
avirus crisis from mid-March.

The company had posted anet
profit of Rs 1,574 crore in the
January-March period of the pre-
vious fiscal.

Salesduring the quarter under
review stood at Rs 9,055 crore,
down9.61 percentfromRs 10,018
crore in the corresponding period
ayear ago, Hindustan Unilever Ltd
(HUL)said in aregulatory filing.

“The spread of COVID-19 im-
pacted the business from mid-
March,” said HUL.

GOLD SEEMS to be losing lustre
with the economic slowdown
and the lockdown triggered by
the coronavirus pandemic hitting
the demand for the yellow metal.
As a result, demand for gold fell
36 per cent to 101.9 tonnes dur-
ing the January-March quarter of
2020 as compared to 159 tonnes
in the same period of last year.
According to the World Gold
Council, in value terms, gold de-
mand value for the quarter was
Rs 37,580 crore, adecline of 20 per
cent in comparison with Rs
47000 crore ayear ago. Total jew-
ellery demand in India for
January-March period was down
by 41 per cent at 73.9 tonnes as

The value of jewellery
demand declined 27%
t0327,230 crore from
337,070 crore a year ago

compared to 125.4 tonnes in the
same period of last year.

The value of jewellery de-
mand declined by 27 per cent to
Rs 27,230 crore from Rs. 37,070
crore a year ago.

Total investment demand for
the January-March quarter was
down by 17 per cent at 28.1
tonnes as compared to 33.6
tonnes a year ago.

However, in value terms, gold
investment demand was Rs.
10,350 crore, a rise of 4 per cent
from Rs 9,940 crore last year.

owingto the lockdown to counter
the COVID-19 pandemic.

There will be no penal action
onthose companies which file the
ECRontime,eveniftheir payment
contributions get delayed. “The
ECR can now onwards be filed by
an employer without the need of
simultaneous payment of contri-
butions. The contributions may be
paid later by the employer at his
convenience after filing the
ECR..filing of ECR shall establish
employer’s intent to comply and
unwillingness to default which
will not attract penal conse-
quences and employees also get

Sensex jumps
997 points on

COVID-19 drug,
lockdown easing

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, APRIL 30

assurance of their employment
and membership,” the EPFO said.

This will also “help in policy
planning and decision-making re-
garding supporting the businesses
and EPF members in wage pay-
ment or contribution payment or
otherwise”, itadded.

Earlier this month, the EPFO
extended the deadline for filing
ECR and making payment of PF
dues for the month of March till
May 15.The ECRand PF dues pay-
ments for March were due on April
15.Thereafter, the employers were
to get 10 days’ grace period for
compliance till April 25.

ible: Rajan

placeswhere social distancing can
be maintained. But, for that, he said
“alot of work needs to be done
both on creating the structures, as
well as ensuring that the work
placeisrelatively safe.”

Referringtoasurveyby Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy
which said an estimated 100 mil-
lion workers have been rendered
jobless due to the lockdown, he
said the numbers are “worrying”
and “mindboggling” and “I think
it says, we need to open up in a
measured way butas fastas possi-
ble sothatpeople start havingjobs.
We don't have the capacity to sup-
port people across the spectrum
fortoolong. Beingarelatively poor
country, people start out with sig-
nificantly lower reserves.”

“We need to find ways of get-
ting both money as well as food
through PDS to as many of these
people as we can,” he said.

Fitch downgrades
viability ratings of
SBI, BoB, ICICI
and Axis Bank

New Delhi: Fitch Ratings on
Thursday downgraded the via-
bility ratings of SBI, ICICI Bank
and Axis Bank to ‘bb’ from ‘bb+’
on account of deteriorating op-
erating environment for banks
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

The global rating agency also
downgraded Bank of Baroda’s VR
by one notch to ‘bb-’, from ‘bb’.

The agency affirmed the
long-term issuer default ratings
of SBI and BOB at ‘BBB-’ and
those of ICICI Bank and Axis Bank
at ‘BB+. PTI

25-30% flights may resume
after lockdown; airlines,
airports begin preparations

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI,APRIL 30

DOMESTIC MARKETS Thursday
staged astrongrally buoyed by re-
portsof encouraging drug trialsin
the USto treat COVID-19and prob-
able easing of lockdown post May
3insome of the states.

The Sensex rallied 997 points,
or 3.05 per cent, to 33,717.62 and
the NSE Nifty Index spurted 307
points to 9,859.90. The rupee also
rose by 57 paise at 75.09 per dol-
laramid expectations of capital in-
flows and another economic pack-
age from the government.
However,economicfundamentals
remain unchanged as of now,and
any pick-up in macro aggregates
will take some time, as per experts.

ASTHE government prepares tore-
lax certain restrictions May 4 on-
wards, airlines and airports have
started to lay down the ground for
resumption of scheduled commer-
cialflight operations thathave been
shutsince March 25.The indication
from government officials, how-
ever, is that flights are expected to
resume with 25-30 per cent capac-
ity mid-May onwards.
Inacommunication to airport
managers across the country, the
Airports Authority of India (AAI)
asked allairportstobein prepared-
ness to handle flight operations.
Issuing a set of standard operating
procedures, AAl'sdirectorate of op-

erations said: “Once thelockdown
period is declared to be over, air-
ports shall be facilitating limited
domestic/international scheduled
flightsin phases, to start with, may
be at 30 per cent capacity to facili-
tate required social distancing.” It
added initially, airline operations
may be limited to Tier- cities and
major Tier-l cities.

Similarly, Air India’s manage-
ment has written to its staff to be-
gin preparing for resumption of
flight operations. “There is a prob-
ability to commence 25-30 per
cent operations post-lockdown in
mid-May2020,” acommunication
sent to operations staff read.

Government officials have said
airlines and customers will be
given 10 days for bookings before
operations are allowed to resume.

=

RIL Chairman and MD
Mukesh Ambani. File

$75-bn O2C biz
to be hived off

New  Delhi: Reliance
Industries Ltd on Thursday
said its board has approved
hiving off its $75 billion
worth oil-to-chemicals
business into a separate di-
vision to enable the sale of
20 per cent stake in the unit
to Saudi national oil com-
pany Aramco. PTI

New Delhi: Sebi has given
three more months for lig-
uid funds to comply with
the requirement of holding
atleast 20 per cent of assets
inliquid assets.

USTRreportis
defamatory:
Snapdeal

Washington: Snapdeal has
said the USTR report that
placed it in the Notorious
Markets Listis based on “un-
verified inputs” and is
“defamatory” in nature. PTI

NABARD staff
contribute to
PM-CARES

New Delhi: NABARD em-
ployees have contributed Rs
9.85 crore to the PM-CARES
Fund, said a statement.

Vedanta
enables mass
output of PPEs

New Delhi: Vedanta has en-
abled mass production of
Personal Protective Equip-
ment in Gurgaon, said a
statement. ENS

Pandemic,

lockdown

give shot in the arm

to e-comm adoption

PRANAVMUKUL
NEW DELHI, APRIL30

THE COVID-19 outbreak and sub-
sequent lockdown hasled toashift
in buying behaviour of fast mov-
ing consumer goods in favour of
online purchases as regions across
the country, with higher depend-
enceon traditional retailers,sawa
fall in volumes of such items. This
is despite the fact that traditional
channels continue to dominate
the contribution to India’s retail
channels for FMCG sales.

As per a study by Nielsen,
among the four zones of India, east
zone was under maximum stress
during the January-March period,
while the south zone continued to
see sustained growth. The study
noted that the east zone recorded
04 per cent on-year sales volume
growth for FMICG products during
January-March period this year,
compared to 10.9 per cent growth
last year. Traditional trade con-
tributed to 95 per cent of the
FMCG sales in this region.

The south zone, which was
leastimpacted — recording 6.4 per
centgrowthinJanuary-March this
year, compared with 8.7 per cent
last year — has the least contribu-
tion from traditional trade in all
four zones at 84 per cent.

Prasun Basu, south Asia zone
president, Nielsen Global Connect,
said the COVID-19 episode is ex-
pected to cause significant shift in
consumer patterns going ahead
but the magnitude of how the be-
haviour gets altered will only be
known once lockdown is lifted.
“There will be anew normal for re-
tailers for sure,” he said during a
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A grocery shop in New Delhi.
Regions with higher
dependence on traditional
retailers saw a fall in FMCG
volumes. Gajendra Yadav

webinar on Thursday.

A survey by CARE Ratings ob-
served while sectors such as e-
commerce and retail are expected
todowellin the ongoing financial
year, with 82 per cent of the sur-
vey's respondents expecting pos-
itive growthin these sectors, “it can
beinferred that the growthwill be
supported by the e-commerce
sector rather than retail”.

The push towards online com-
merceisalsoevident from the fact
that several large companies are
tweaking strategies togive aleg up
to their e-commerce operations
on back of expectations that con-
sumers may not immediately re-
turn to physical stores. “While we
are taking all measures to ensure
social distancing and have even
laid down SOPs to ensure safety;,
there is an expectation that peo-
ple might be afraid to visit stores
atleastimmediately post the lock-
downis lifted,” said a senior sales
department executive at a large
fashion and lifestyle brand.

SC directs RBI to ensure its
moratorium circular is
implemented in letter, spirit

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,APRIL30

THE SUPREME Court on Thursday
expressed doubts on whether
banks were passing on the reliefs
announced by the RBI to borrow-
ers in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic and nationwide lock-
down, and asked the apex bank to
ensure compliance.

ABench headed byJusticeNV
Ramana, which heard a plea that
claimed the March 27 circular of
the RBI has not been imple-
mented by banks, said “in view of
the above, we direct the Reserve
Bank of India to ensure imple-
mentation of the Circular dated
27.03.2020inits letter and spirit”.

The plea urged the court toset

aside the circular.

But the Bench, also compris-
ing]Justices SKKauland BR Gavai,
which heard a clutch of PILs re-
lated toRBI circular via video con-
ferencing, refused to interfere af-
ter noting none of the petitioners
were personally aggrieved.

Meanwhile, the RBl extended
regulatory benefits toall banks in-
cluding those deploying theirown
resources to extend liquidity sup-
port to the mutual funds under
the Special Liquidity Facility for
Mutual Funds (SLF-MF) scheme.
Italso permitted banks tofile reg-
ulatory returns with a delay of up
to 30 days from the due date as
several entities face difficulties in
timely submission in view of the
disruptions onaccountof the out-
break. WITHPTI
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We’ve lost one of the leading lights of
Indian sport today. Not too many can
boast of being top-notch in two different
sports. You played your part to the fullest,
rest well, Chuni sir.”

SUNIL CHHETRI, INDIA CAPTAIN

Goswami was inarguably
India’s finest footballer
ever,and arguably the
country’s finest ever
all-round sportsman

SHAMIKCHAKRABARTY
KOLKATA, APRIL 30

CHUNI GOSWAMI was India’s greatest-ever
footballer. His superiority was beyond any
doubt. He was also arguably India’s greatest-
ever all-round sportsman, for he led Bengal to
aRanji Trophy final. He was Mr Quicksilver of
Indian sport.

Goswami, 82, breathed his last in
Kolkata on Thursday. He was suffering from
age-related ailments. His family confirmed
that he was admitted to a city hospital ear-
lier in the day, where he died of a heart at-
tack around 5pm. He is survived by wife
Basanti and son Sudipto.

India won the 1962 Asian Games football
gold under Goswami’s captaincy. He also led
India to the 1964 Asian Cup silver medal. His
top-flight football career spanned from 1954
to 1968 before he made a seamless transition
to cricket. Goswami, however, was a lot more
than his longevity as a player, the number of
goals he scored, the medals he won, the
postage stamp in his honour or the Padma Shri
and the Arjuna Award he was conferred with.

Former President S Radhakrishnan was a
fan. Old-timers at Mohun Bagan still speak
about how the great philosopher and states-
man loved to watch Goswami skipping past
defenders during Durand Cup matches in
Delhi. He was so good that even Tottenham
Hotspur made an offer. But as the story goes,
Goswami had just got a job at State Bank of
India and the safety net weighed heavy.

“Chuni was a fantastic dribbler. His close
control was superb. But those weren’t the
biggest attributes of his game. His greatness

CHUNI GoswaMi, 1938-2020

Quick feet, sharp min

lay in his brain. Great players play with their
brains, which sets them apart with regards to
decision-making. And decision-making (on
the pitch) separates a great footballer from a
good one,” Tulsidas Balaram, Goswami's India
team mate and a part of Indian football’s Three
Musketeers’ - PKBanerjee, Chuni and Balaram
- told The Indian Express.

“lamdevastated. Pradip (Banerjee) passed
away last month and now Chuni. For me, the
losses are unbearable. We played for different
clubs. Chuni was a Bagan man through and
through(a MohunBagan Ratna), while I played
for East Bengal. And yet, when we played for
Bengal and India, our understanding was tele-
pathic. Chuni, PK and Balaram played football

PSG to be named winners
as standings remain frozen

PARIS ST Germain moved within a fingertip
of being crowned Ligue 1 champions when
the French league recommended to freeze
the 2019-20 standings amid the COVID-19
crisis on Thursday, French sports daily
L'Equipe reported.

According to the newspaper, the LFP's
board will ratify the recommendation on
Thursday afternoon and effectively hand
PSG their seventh title in the last eight
years. The decision would mean that sec-
ond-placed Olympique de Marseille and
third-placed Stade Rennais would be in
next season's Champions League with

PSG. Lille, Stade de Reims and Nice would
qualify for the Europa League. Amiens and
Toulouse would be relegated with Ligue 2
leaders Lorient, and second-placed Lend,
promoted to the elite. “I think we have to
accept the decisions that have been taken,
inall sports and in all countries,” said PSG
defender Thilo Kehrer on the club's web-
site earlier this week.

“I think the teams that are at the top of
their leagues at the moment deserve to be
there. If the decision is taken to call an end to
the season then the title will be deserved
too.” The LFP did not comment. REUTERS

Football’s return good for
everyone: Mourinho

Tottenham manager
Jose Mourinho believes
bringing football back,
even behind closed
doors, would be a
much-needed morale
boost for fans starved of
action during the coro-
navirus crisis. No
Premier League games have been played
since March 9 due to the pandemic, which
has claimed more than 26,000 British lives.
Dutch football chiefs have called an end to
the Eredivisie season while French sports
minister Roxana Maracineanu on Thursday
called for the French league to end the Ligue
1 season. England's top-flight clubs are due
to meet on Friday with "Project Restart™ at
the top of their agenda. They will discuss
how they can complete the season despite
the logistical difficulties. AFP

MotoGP cancels races

The MotoGP races in Germany, the
Netherlands and Finland in June and July
have been cancelled, the International
Motorcycling Federation (FIM) and pro-
moter Dorna Sports announced. “The on-
going coronavirus outbreak has obliged the
cancellation of all three events," they said
in ajoint statement. The German Grand
Prix was scheduled from June 19-21 at the
Sachsenring and the Dutch MotoGP from
June 26-28 at Assen, the only circuit to
have hosted a motorcycle grand prix every
year since its inception in 1949. AFP

Outbreak will not affect

women's sport: Perry

Amidst concerns that cash-strapped govern-
ing bodies will give priority to men's events
over less-lucrative women's fixtures once
the health crisis triggered by COVID-19 pan-
demicis over, star Australia all-rounder
Ellyse Perry believes that women sport will
emerge unscathed. Sporting activities
around the world have been brought to a
grinding halt by the coronavirus outbreak.
Boards like Cricket Australia are facing a fi-
nancial crisis and were forced to lay off ma-
jority of their staff but Perry believes that
governing bodies will look for new ways of
revenue generation.

“Sport in general is resilient and I can't
actually see it having a long-lasting nega-
tive effect,” Perry told the Australian
Associated Press." "It's certainly made or-
ganisations rethink how they run their
sports and their codes and potentially strip
it back to what is really important. PTI

Diamond League cancelled

The Diamond League track meet in
Lausanne, Switzerland, won't happen as
scheduled on Aug. 20. Organizers of the
Athletissima say they are now looking at
Ralternative options and formats that
could still be considered in order to offer
athletes the possibility to compete.”
Switzerland's government has prohibited
gatherings of more than 1,000 people until
the end of August. Athletissima organisers
say “itis currently impossible to allow a
high number of people to gather in a con-
fined area.” PTI

ECB says The Hundred delayed until 2021

The launch of The Hundred was postponed until 2021 on Thursday as the COVID-19 pan-
demic forced the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) to put its new flagship tourna-
ment on hold. The franchise-based league, including an American sports-style draft and
featuring eight teams with names such as London Spirit, Manchester Originals and Trent
Rockets, was scheduled to run from mid-July to September.The announcement that the
new limited overs experiment will not start this season seemed inevitable once the ECB

last week extended the suspension of the professional game until July 1.

REUTERS

GOALSAND
GLORY: Goswami
netted 200 goals
for Bagan, besides
winning nine
league titles, five
IFA Shields and
Durand Cupseach
and three Rovers
Cups ; (left) he met
idol Pele too. AIFF

with their brains,” said Balaram. He agreed
that there was a healthy rivalry when they
played club football. “Yes, we wanted to out-
shine each other in Bagan versus East Bengal
matches. It helped us become better players.”
Subimal Goswami, who became famous
by his nickname, was born on January 15,1938
atKishoreganjin erstwhile East Bengal. In 1946,
he joined the Bagan junior team and was nur-
tured by Balaidas Chatterjee.In 1954, he grad-
uated to the senior team and played for the
themuntil he retired in 1968. As per AIFF stats,
Goswami scored 200 goals for his club - 145
in the Calcutta Football League, 25 in the IFA
Shield, 18 in the Durand Cup, 11 in the Rovers
Cup and one in the Dr HK Mookerjee Shield.

No need to
change saliva
rule; Warner

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MELBOURNE, APRIL 30

STAR AUSTRALIAN opener David Warner
does not see the need to abolish the use of
saliva to shine the ball when cricket resumes
in the post COVID-19 world as he feels it is
no more or no less risky than sharing the
change room with fellow players. There is
speculation that use of saliva to shine the ball
will be stopped to cut down the risk of the
highly contagious infection when interna-
tional cricket restarts. “You're sharing change
rooms and you're sharing everything else, |
don't see why you have to change that,”
Warner told 'cricket.com.au’.

“It's been going around for hundreds of
years now, I can'trecall anyone that's got sick by
doing that. If you're going to contract a bug, [
don't think it'd necessarily be just from that.
I'm not too sure but it's not my place to com-
ment onwhether or not we should or should-
n't (use saliva to shine the ball). It's up to the
ICC and the governing bodies to decide.”

However, former fast bowler Shaun Tait
believes it is important to be open about
changes and the use of saliva could become
a thing of the past. “I've never been a huge
fan of the saliva on the ball, it's not very nice
really,” Tait said. “We have to open to some
possible changes there.”

Khawaja axed; Labuschangne,
Burns land CA contracts

Senior batsmen Usman Khawaja and
Shaun Marsh missed out but the fast-rising
Marnus Labuschagne and Joe Burns were re-
warded for their performances in Cricket
Australia's annual player contracts an-
nounced on Thursday. The list, which has
come later than scheduled due to the up-
heaval caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
features six new faces for the 2020-21 sea-
son -- Mitchell Marsh, Ashton Agar, Burns,
Labuschagne, Kane Richardson and Matthew
Wade to the list.

The 33-year-old Khawaja, who was
Australia’s most important batsman during
Warner and Steve Smith’s suspension, hasn’t
come close to national selection since being
dropped and is seemingly unlikely to add to
his 44 Tests and 40 ODIs. “As Mitch Marsh
and Matthew Wade have proven there are
always plenty of opportunities for those who
have missed out to be re-selected by per-
forming consistently at domestic level,”
chairman of selectors Trevor Hohns said.

“And importantly to make the most of
any opportunity that comes their way at in-
ternational level. As is always the case there
are unlucky omissions but, however, because
you are not on the list does not mean you
cannot be selected,” he explained.

Goswami made his international debut
against Burma (now Myanmar) at the 1958
Tokyo Asian Games and scored in his first
game,asIndiarallied towin 3-2.He wenton to
represent India in 36 internationals, captain-
ing in 16 of them, and netting 13 goals. The
1962 Asian Games was his crowning glory;
India beating South Korea 2-1 in the final to
winthe gold medal. The late PK Banerjee once
recalled how the entire stadiumin Jakarta was
booing Indiaand baying for blood, because an
Indian official had supportedIsrael’s inclusion
in the Asiad. The football team bore the brunt
but the final was a triumph of the collective
will of 11 Indians.

Asacricketer, Goswami was anall-rounder
- a middle-order batsman and decent
medium-pace inswing bowler. He made his
first-class debutin 1962 and for six years played
cricket and football at a high level. He led
Bengal to the 1971-72 Ranji Trophy final where
his team lost to Bombay. He also played for East
Zone. In 46 first-class matches, Goswami
scored 1,592 runs including a century and took
47 wickets. He was also a very capable tennis
player, a regular on the South Club courts.

All India Football Federation president
Praful Patel condoled Goswami’s death. “It’s
sad to hear that Chuni-da, one of India’s great-
est footballers, is no more. His contribution to
Indian Football will never be forgotten... He
will stay synonymous with the golden gener-
ation of Indian football.”

The BCCI mourned his death through a
tweet. Cricket Association of Bengal president
Avishek Dalmiya said: “His contribution to
football would be cherished forever. In the
same vein, he was not only the Captain of
Bengal Cricket Team but had also received the
Kartick Bose Lifetime Achievement Award of
The CAB in 2011-12 for his Cricketing
Excellence.” Former BCCI secretary Niranjan
Shah called Goswami a “rare” sporting talent
and a “truelegend”. Former India spinner and
ex-Bengal captain Dilip Doshi said: “He had a
great sense of humour which he timely ap-
plied to release the tension in the dressing
room. India is poorer without such stalwarts
and icons of sport.”

Swerve, dribble, shoot... repeat

Leader

DESPITE BEING a prodigious talent, Syed
Abdul Rahim —India’s most successful
coach—ignored Goswami for the
Melbourne Olympicsin 1956.He, however,
wasnamed as Calcutta University’s captain
and led them to All India Inter-University
Championship title, himself scoring the
winning goal against Bombay University
in the final. His reputation, domestically,
kept on increasing since then and in 1958,
he was chosen for the Tokyo Asian Games,
where he made his international debut
against Burma (now Myanmar). That mo-
menton, he wasaregular with the national
team until he retired in 1965 having scored
13 goals in 36 international appearances
and captaining in 16 of them.

As much as his goals, Goswami will be
remembered for leading the national team
to unmatched heights. The gold medal at
1962 Asian Games remains his greatest tri-
umph - he scored abrace in the semifinals
against South Vietnam that had eight play-
erswith French League experience. He also
captained the team toa runner-up finishin
the 1964 Asian Cup in Israel.

Dribbler

GOSWAMI BELONGED to a generation of
greats. What separated him from the rest,
though, was his body swerves and drib-
bling abilities. Olympian SS Hakeem re-
called a Santosh Trophy match between
Services and Bengal, when Goswami was
trapped near the corner flag. Hakeem, who
played for Services, thought he could steal
the ball away from Goswami with asliding
tackle. But doing that to India’s best drib-
bler wasn't going to be easy. Before Hakeem
could even move, Goswami wriggled past
the defender from the tiniest of spacesand
charged towards the box.

His abilities with the ballmade himin-
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comparable toany other player of that gen-
eration as well as the ones that have fol-
lowed. He had anaura,so muchsothatde-
spite not being the most disciplined player,
he was often forgiven. Goswami had arep-
utation of turning up late for the national
camps - once, in fact, he turned up a fort-
night late for the 1960 Rome Olympics
preparatory camp in Hyderabad.

According to historian Novy Kapadia,
when some players raised voices against
the preferential treatment given to him,
Rahim - the coach - retorted: “Uska maafik
ball control karlo, tum bhi fir late aana.”

Loyalist

Goswami was eight when he joined
Mohun Bagan. And he never left them. Not
when arch-rival East Bengal’s general sec-
retary Jyotish Guha, according to the book
Barefoot to Boots, tried to lure him by offer-
ingtobuy the latest Fiat car. Noteven when
he received an invitation to train with
Tottenham Hotspur, who—under Bill
Nicholson—had just won the European
Cup Winners Cup. Notexposed tointerna-
tional club football, Goswami said he did
not take the offer seriously because he did-
n'twant to forsake the stability his employ-
ers, SBI, guaranteed. MIHIRVASAVDA
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