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OFTHE thousands of COVID-19
patients admitted in hospitals
around the country, just around
800 are critical, requiring either
oxygen support, ventilators or
treatmentinICUs(IntensiveCare
Units). Privatehos-
pitals, which ac-
count for two-
thirds of hospital
beds in India, and
almost 80per cent
ofavailableventila-
tors, are handling
lessthan10percent
of thiscritical load.
Thisisjustonesymptomofa

larger trend over the last three
months: the Rs 2.4-lakh-crore
private health care sector has
largely been relegated to the
sidelines, watching the public
health care system— govern-
ment hospitals, doctors, nurses
and paramedics — battle the
Covidpandemic.
Behind this are a set of cir-

cumstancesthatrangefromthe
natureof governmentpolicyon
managing the pandemic to de-
cisions taken by the hospitals

themselves.
From being sealed in the

early stages after their staff
tested positive, likeWockhardt
inMumbaior theprivatehospi-
tal inBhilwara,torefusingtoad-
mit patients, from suspending
services to playing safe, private
hospitalsaren’tpullingtheirsub-
stantiveweight.
That’snotall.
Nationwide,privatehospitals

employ four out of every five
doctors,butthere-
frain from several
cities and towns
amid the pan-
demic is that they
are locking them-
selves down even
when it comes to
providing non-
Covidhealthcare.

From Patna toMumbai, pri-
vatehospitalscitemanyreasons
to explain their near absence:
lockdownrestrictions, lackof in-
ternal protocols to handle the
pandemic, fear of infection to
their own doctors and nursing
staff, unwillingness to risk the
business from non-Covid
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ANANTHAKRISHNANG
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STATINGTHATrightsofreligious
orlinguisticminoritiestoadmin-
isteraninstitutionunderArticle
30 of the Constitution “are not
above the law and other
Constitutional provisions”, the
Supreme Court ruled
Wednesday that the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) for admission to gradu-
ate and post-graduatemedical
and dental courses is “regula-
tory” in nature and in “national
interest” to improve the quality
of medical educationwhich, it
said, has become a “saleable
commodity”.
Disposing a bunch of peti-

tions by the ChristianMedical
College, Vellore, and others, the
bench of Justices ArunMishra,
Vineet Saran andMR Shah or-
deredthatNEETwillbetheonly
exam for admission to the
courses and institutions cannot
beallowedtoconducttheirown
separate exams over and above
NEET.
“We are of the opinion that

rights under Articles 19 (1) (g)
and30 readwithArticles25, 26
and29(1)of theConstitutionof
India donot come in thewayof
securing transparency and
recognitionofmeritsinthemat-
ter of admissions. It is open to
regulating the course of study,
qualifications for ensuring edu-
cational standards. It is open to
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COVID-19hasopenedawindow
of opportunity to wean away
farmers in Punjab andHaryana
fromgrowingrice to lesswater-
guzzling crops such as cotton
andmaize.
Thedriver:Uncertaintyover

the availability of an estimated
million labourers from Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar who under-
takethebulkof thepaddytrans-
planting that begins frommid-
June. That, plus the lack of
mechanical transplanting op-
tions, in contrast to the ubiqui-
tous combines used for both
paddy and wheat harvesting,
means fewer farmers are likely
to takeup rice cultivation in the
comingkharif season.
Manjit Singh Sidhu has, for

over a decade, been farming
paddy on his 13 acres at Uddat
Bhagat Ram village in Punjab’s
Mansa district. But this timehe
hasdecidedtosowcottonon11
acres, limitpaddyto2acres,that
too, subject to getting enough
local labour. “I finishedharvest-
ingwheat onApril 20, and I am
waitingforwaterfromtheKotla
Branchof theSirhindCanal (on
the Sutlej River). They
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Russia under lockdown, India’s manned
space mission trainees confined indoors

Minority institution rights
not above law or absolute:
SC rules on CMC-NEET

SUSHANTSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WHILETHEfour IndianAirForce
(IAF) fighter pilots selected tobe
trainedasastronautsforthecoun-
try’sfirstmannedspaceflightmay
have beenmotivated by the ad-
venture of space travel, they
would not have anticipated the

series of events triggeredby the
spreadof thenovelcoronavirus.
A couple of months after

their training began at the
Gagarin Cosmonaut Training
Center (GCTC) in Star City near
Moscow,ithasbeenputonhold
—andthepilotsremainconfined
totheirroomswhileRussiagrap-
pleswith the pandemic. Russia
hadreportednearly1lakhposi-

tivecases,with972deathsuntil
Wednesdayevening.
“The four astronauts-elect

are in good health. The highly
professionalmedical experts of
GCTC are constantly observing
them,” Director General of
Glavkosmos JSC Dmitry
LoskutovtoldTheIndianExpress.
Glavkosmos is the
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FOURDAYSTOENDOFLOCKDOWN

Curbs tobeeased
inmanydistricts;
nomovement
fromcontainment
zones,hotspots

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

IN AN indication of its plans af-
ter May 3 when the current
phaseof thelockdownends,the
CentreonWednesdaysaidthere
will be “considerable relax-
ations” inmanydistricts.
The Union HomeMinistry

alsoissuedguidelinesformove-
ment of stranded migrant
labourers,students,andtourists
who want to return home.
Sources, however, said thiswill
notapplytothoseinhotspotsor
containmentzones.
In a statement, theMinistry

said, “New guidelines to fight
COVID-19will come into effect
from 4thMay, which shall give
considerable relaxations to
manydistricts.Detailsregarding
this shall be communicated in
comingdays.”
Curbs are expected to be

easedindistrictswherecasesare
tapering. The Health Ministry
has identified 129 of the coun-
try’s736districtsashotspots.On
April 15, at the end of the first
lockdown,177districtshadbeen
notifiedashotspots.
The order allowing inter-

state movement of those
stranded comes almost aweek
afterstatessuchasUttarPradesh
and Madhya Pradesh began
transporting their migrant
labour and students stuck in
otherstates.Wednesday’sorder
said,“Duetolockdown,migrant
workers, pilgrims, tourists, stu-
dents and other persons are
strandedatdifferentplaces.They
wouldbeallowedtomove.”
Incidentally, at a video-con-

ference meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
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SETTINGApossible post-May 3
template,PunjabonWednesday
became the first state to an-
nounceatwo-weekextensionof
lockdown(untilMay17),butsaid
restrictionswillbeeasedforfour
hoursdaily, from7amto11am,
innon-containment zoneswith
effect fromThursday. It also de-
cided to allowopening of shops
andindustries intheseareas.
Similarly,West Bengal Chief

MinisterMamata Banerjee said
experts and doctors are of the
opinion that the restrictions
should continue till May-end,
butannouncedsomerelaxations

innon-containmentzonesfrom
May4—includingmovementof
private taxis andbuses in green
zones, within a district, with a
limitednumberof passengers.
Both state governments un-

derlined that the local adminis-
trationwould take the final call
oneasingcurbs.
Announcing his govern-

ment’sdecisioninatelevisedad-

dress, Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said: “Thede-
cisiononfurthercourseofaction
will be taken after twoweeks,
dependingonthesituation.The
onlysolutionissocialdistancing.
If it is under control after two
weeks,wewill takeacall.”
Singhaskedpeople tomain-

tain discipline and underlined
that if they step out, theymust
wearmasks, ensure social dis-
tancing and return to their
homes by 11 am. “If we have
given relaxation, that does not
mean you can call your friends
home.Socialdistancinghastobe
ensured,”hesaid.
Punjab has reported 377

COVID-19casesand19deathsso
far.Whilefourdistricts—Patiala,
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AMITABHSINHA&
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WHILE MAHARASHTRA and
Gujarathavebeenattractingat-
tentionfortherapidriseincases
of novel coronavirus infection,
states in the east have, for the
first time now, started to show
signs that they could emerge as
potentialdangerzonesaswell.
The latest analysis of com-

putermodellingresultsbyscien-
tists of theChennai-based Insti-
tute of Mathematical Sciences
(IMSc) show that thoughWest
Bengal,Bihar, and Jharkhandstill
hadacombinedcase loadof less
than1,200onApril29,thesethree
stateshadthehighestrate
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Considerable relaxationsMay4onward, says
Centre, clears returnhomeof strandedmigrants

AtacremationgroundinLucknowonWednesday,ashesawait immersion inholyrivers.VishalSrivastav

Covid fight: Govt
system in front,
private hospitals
do the distancing

Mumbai’sWockhardtHospitalhasbeensealed. Express

Sowingcotton inafield in
Sirsa,Haryana.Express

CORONACOUNT

1,008
DEATHS

7,797 RECOVERED

7,70,764sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril29

31,787
CASES

Punjab extends curfew by 2 wks,
joins Bengal in lifting some curbs

Labour shortage is
making Punjab and
Haryana farmers
switch from paddyVISHWASWAGHMODE&

LIZMATHEW
MUMBAI,NEWDELHI, APRIL29

WITH THE Maharashtra
Governor sitting on the state
Cabinet’srecommendationthat
Uddhav Thackeray be nomi-
nated to theLegislativeCouncil,
theChiefMinisterdialledPrime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesdayevening.
Thackeray sought the Prime
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Running out of
time to enter
House, Uddhav
dials PM for help

AVISHEKGDASTIDAR,
ABHISHEKANGAD&
DEEPMUKHERJEE
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WHILE THE Centre has allowed
movement of migrant workers
inbuses, several stateshavede-
mandedspecialtrains,underlin-
ing the sheer numbers of those
stranded. According to sources,
theMinistryofRailwayshasalso
drafted a plan to operate 400
specialtrainsperday,whichcan

bescaledupto1,000,withade-
tailedprotocol.
While there has been no in-

dication that passenger train
serviceswillresumebeforeMay
3,theRailwayscarriedoutanin-
ternal exercise and communi-
catedtheplantotoplevelsinthe
government.
According to the plan, each

non-AC train will carry 1,000
peopleper trip—abouthalf the
usual number— to ensure ade-
quatesocialdistancing.
“Eachbustypicallycarries25

peopleafterfollowingsocialdis-

tancing. The Railways’ detailed
protocol also had a paragraph
stating that states falling in the
routes should allow themove-
ment,screening,controlledem-
barking etc,” a senior govern-
mentofficial said.
According to sources, by de-

cidingonbusesinsteadoftrains,
thegovernmenthasstrategically
restrictedthenumberofpeople
whocanbe transported.
“It is just to allow an option

of relief for the strandedwant-
ingtotraveltotheirhomestates,
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Railways readies movement plan,
some states push for special trains

SHUBHRAGUPTA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

THEREAREsomeobituariesyou
never,everwanttowrite.This is
one of them. We knew that
Irrfan Khan, one of the best ac-
tors the world has been privi-
leged to watch, was struggling
with a debilitating disease.We
knewhewas gravely ill. Butwe
alsobelieved thathewould rise
and shine again, because, how
could he not? How could he
leave us, this enormously tal-
entedhuman,whowithhis fine

bodyofworksoenrichedourin-
ner lives?
Irrfan, who passed away on

Wednesdaymorning at the age
of 53,wasnot just abrilliant ac-
torwho dissolved into his part,
leaving no residue behind. He
also managed to walk off the
screen,andcomehomewithus.
Hemadespaceforhimself inour
hearts, nestled in unexpected
corners, andpoppeduponce in
a while, for a chat. Which he
would begin, with that charac-
teristic hooded-eyed smile:
chaliyebaatkartehain.
From the very first glimpse

we had of him, in Shyam
Benegal’s teleserial Bharat Ek
Khoj, we knewwewere in the
presence of someone truly spe-
cial.Hewentontobecomeanin-
tegralpartofsomeofIndianTV’s
most popular serials (Zee’s
BanegiApniBaat,Doordarshan’s
Chandrakanta, and Star TV’s
Bestsellers),buthisheartwasal-
ways set oncinema.And, over a
period of 30 years andmore, as
he essayed one unforgettable
part after another, from Asif
Kapadia’sstrikingTheWarriorto
ShoojitSircar’sPiku,heneverlet
us down. If this sounds like a

gush, yes, it is. An unapologetic,
teary-eyed one, because he
made things better, even in his
no-accountparts.
Of his impressive body of

work,fourfilmsjostleforthetop
spotforme:TigmanshuDhulia’s
Haasil, inwhich he plays a local
Allahabadi student leader;
Vishal Bhardwaj’sMaqbool, in
which hewas amobster-with-
many-moods-in-Mumbai;Mira
Nair’s The Namesake, in which
hisBengalibhadralok immigrant
finds his place in faraway New
York;andAnoopSingh’sQissa, in
which he plays aman desirous

of somethinghecouldnothave.
Theserolescombinenotjust

the‘skills’ofaschooledactor,but
deep empathy, a generosity of
spirit, and an unfettered intelli-
gence, which shone through
everythinghedid,good,indiffer-
ent, or flat-out fantastic.
Hedideverything.Oratleast

everything that Bollywood
broughttohistable,afterhaving
learnt that this tall, rangy,mag-
netic-eyed person could trans-
form,intoanyone,withapartic-
ular kind of magic. He could go
high, dive low, get intense, do
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Private hospitals
patients, or even the govern-
ment’sownambiguityinco-opt-
ingtheprivatesector.
But, fallen off the radar, they

have.
Bihar, in fact, witnessed an

“almostcompletewithdrawal”of
the private health sector,which
has nearly twice the bed capac-
ityofpublic facilities.
“ForgetCOVID-19,evenregu-

larserviceshavebecomeunavail-
able,”complainedBiharPrincipal
Secretary(Health)SanjayKumar
onApril19.Thestate,withIndia’s
third largest population, had to
issueanorderaskingallhospitals
toresumeservices.
Thiswas particularly signifi-

cantalsobecauseallthreehospi-
talshandlingCovidcasesinPatna
aregovernmenthospitals.Vikash
RKeshri,SeniorResearchFellow,
TheGeorge Institute for Global
Health, said itwas also “surpris-
ing” since thenumberof people
relyingonprivatehealthcareover
publicforbothoutpatientandin-
patient services in Bihar is “far
higher”. Private hospitals have
47,000 beds in the state com-
paredwith22,000ofpublichos-
pitals.
“The public sector remains

the mainstay of the Covid re-
sponse. The private sector re-
sponse has been variable. They
have expressed interest but to
whatextenttheyareactuallypro-
vidingsupportrequiredneedsto
begauged,”saidKSrinathReddy,
President, Public Health
Foundationof India.
Before the outbreak, the pri-

vate sector accounted for nearly
70percentofcriticalprocedures
like chemotherapy anddialysis,
accordingtoInduBhushan,Chief
Executive Officer, Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana and National
Health Authority. Yet, “a lot” of
these private establishments
treating even non-Covid cases
had shut down in certain states
citing increased costs and re-
ducedfootfalls,hesaid.
“StateslikeMadhyaPradesh,

currently strugglingwith lackof
healthcare personnel, andBihar
coulddowithmoreprivatesector
interventionhere,”saidBhushan.
“This is the time that theprivate
sectorshouldbelookingatawel-
faremaximisationmodelandnot
a profit-maximisationmodel.
Hopefully, thiswill happen,” he
noted.
InMumbai, the citywith the

largest number of Covid cases,
and also themost deaths, The
IndianExpresshas reportedhow
patientswereturnedawayfrom
onehospitaltoanother,andeven
Covid-positivepatientshavehad
to wait for hours before they
couldbeadmitted.
Maharashtradidnotbarpri-

vatehospitalsfromtreatingCovid
patientbutmanywouldjustnot
admitpatientswithCovidsymp-
toms, fearing they would be
sealed by theMunicipal Corpo-
rationofGreaterMumbai(BMC).
“InMumbai, BMC ismanag-

ing 80per cent load of patients;
theprivatehospitalsarehandling
20percent,”saidSureshKakani,
Additional Municipal Comm-
issioner.Ofthe4,574activecases
on Tuesday, 400 patientswere
admitted in private hospitals,
whereas 1,600were in public
hospitals. The remaining 2,500-
oddwereasymptomatic,not re-
quiringadmission.
Infact,asondate,Maharash-

tra has 187 critical patients, of
whichMumbai alone accounts
forabout120-125,mostofwhom
require just oxygen support. A
splitofpatientsrequiringcritical
carebetweenprivateandpublic
hospitalswas not immediately
available.
InIndia,therearethreelevels

of COVIDfacilities. The first level
comprisesquarantinefacilitiesin
stadia, hostels, schools and
lodges,calledCovidCareCentres.
This iswheremost Covid-posi-
tivepatientsarekept.Thesecond
andthirdlevelsarehospitalswith
oxygen support, ventilators and
ICUfacilities.Somepatientswho
show symptoms,which are not

verysevere,butyetrequiremed-
icalattention,mayalsobeadmit-
tedinhospitals.
According to Indian Council

ofMedicalResearch,80percent
cases inthecountryshoweither
mildsymptomsorareasympto-
matic—thelattercomprising69
per centof all cases. These cases
generallydonotrequirehospital-
isation, andcan returnhomeaf-
ter quarantining themselves for
twoweeksinCovidCareCentres.
Given the complaints from

patientsinthecity,themunicipal
corporation had onApril 25 is-
suedacircularaskingallnursing
homesandprivateclinicstoopen
up.OnMonday,thestategovern-
mentheldextensivediscussions
with private hospitals, nursing
homesandevenclinics inPune.
SubhashSalunkhe,Technical

Advisor to theChief Secretaryof
Maharashtra, told The Indian
Express,“Theyareafraidforobvi-
ous reasons. They are involved
but they canparticipate further.
TheHealthMinisterandtheChief
Ministerhavealreadyassuredas-
sistance for Personal Protective
Equipmenttohospitalsandnurs-
inghomes.”
InDelhi,whichhasover3,300

cases, government hospitals are
handling almost double the
numberof ICUpatients.
Senior officials in the Delhi

government’shealthdepartment
said they had received several
complaints of private hospitals
refusing treatment to patients
duringthelockdown,andlaterof
compelling patients to get a
Covid-negativetestreportbefore
dialysis.
Thispromptedthestatetois-

sueanorderonApril15warning
hospitals andnursing homes in
thecityofstrictaction,including
cancellationof registration.
While private facilitiesmay

seemtohaveremainedconspic-
uously absent, especially in cer-
tain high burden states, it is not
without any reason, say senior
executives.
In some cases, facilities are

ready and waiting, but some
states like Uttar Pradesh have
keptthemonstandby.Inafewin-
stances,stateslikeTelanganadid
not“fullysupport”theroleofthe
sectorinitially,eitherintestingor
treatment.
“Therewasevenatimewhen

they (Telangana government)
said ‘send all your positive pa-
tients(togovernmentfacilities)’.
Now, I think they have realised
that intreatment, theyneedpri-
vatehospitalsupport.ButIthink
this is just one or two govern-
ments.Withmost of the other
governments,there’sagreatpart-
nership role being played,” said
Sangita Reddy, JointManaging
Director of Apollo Hospitals
Enterprises,India’slargesthospi-
talchain.
“Ithinktheprivatesectorhas

beentryingtostepup.Therewas
the initial fear— somehospitals
gotshutdown...andwithsmaller
nursing homes also, therewere
somewhowereworried. But I
thinkeverybodyisnowramping
up,” said Reddy, also the
President of the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
andIndustry(FICCI).
The sector’s biggest pain

point,though,istheirstruggleto
operate facilities at a timewhen
their costs have increased, but
theirrevenueshaveseenadip.
“I feel very strongly about

peopletryingtopullprivatesec-
tor hospitals downat this point
intime,especiallywhensomeof
us have been trying to continue
operationsdespiteincurringop-
erating losses,” said Abhay Soi,
CMD, Radiant Life Care and
Chairman,MaxHealthcare.
SaidCKMishra,chairman,of

EmpoweredGroup 2, that is in
charge of hospital facilities and
testing: “The private sector has
been assisting the government
and it is a very welcome step.
Perhaps,weshouldlookforward
tomoreandmoreprivate-sector
facilities joining the govern-
ment.”

(WITHINPUTSFROMASTHA
SAXENA,ASHISHARYANAND
SHIVAMPATELINNEWDELHI)

Railways plan
andnotareallyviabletransporta-
tionsolutionoverlongdistances,”
anofficialsaid.
Rajasthan Chief Minister

Ashok Gehlot tweeted on
Wednesday: “Long awaited de-
mand ofmovement ofmigrant
workers has finally been ac-
ceptedbytheGoI.Itisawelcome
step but until GoI allows Indian
railwaytooperate—practicallyit
will not be possible to facilitate
smoothandhassle-freetransport
totheirhome.”
Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren said he had told
RailwaysMinister PiyushGoyal
thatthestatewouldneedspecial
trains to bring back its students
andmigrantworkers. “We are
thankful for theMHAorder and
we are deliberating on our re-
sources.However, Ihadsaidear-
lierthatthestateisnotcapableof
bringing thembackonourown.
IhadawordwithPiyushGoyalji
onthismatterearlier,”hesaid.
The state estimates over 9

lakhpeople from Jharkhand, in-
cluding6.43lakhmigrantwork-
ers,arestrandedinvariousparts
of thecountry.
In earlier interactionswith

PrimeMinister NarendraModi,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray and Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
had also raised the demand for
special trains.
Officials from Odisha and

UttarPradeshhadalsoinformally
spokentoRailwayofficialsonthe
matter.ThePunjabgovernment,
too,hadraisedthedemand.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumartweetedinsupportofthe
moveonWednesday.“Thisdeci-
sion is appropriate andworth
welcoming.Thiswasourrequest
and the central governmenthas
takenapositivedecision,”hesaid.
Welcomingthedecision,sen-

ior Congress leader P
Chidambaramsought“sanitised,
point-to-pointtrains”forthepur-
poseas,hesaid,buseswouldnot
beenough.

Irrfan Khan
goofy and grumpy, growl and
guffaw. He could be dangerous
andmaniacal. Hewas also the
loveliest,kookiest,mostpassion-
ateloveryoueversaw.Ittookthe
film industrymanyyears to find
Irrfan, and it isn’t as if he was
floodedwith roles from the big
studios immediately after his
breakout roles, post 2002, in
Haasil and Maqbool.
But the filmmakerswhodid,

likehisNationalSchoolofDrama
(NSD) mate Dhulia, and

Bhardwaj,madethemostof his,
andtheirown,innateknowledge
of theHindi belt, longneglected
by Bollywood. Their coming to-
getherwasagreatconfluence. It
broughtanewlanguage,newro-
bustnesstoHindicinema,some-
thingthatold-schoolBollywood
filmmakers likeMahesh Bhatt
recognised. Bhatt’s production
house gave Irrfan a chance to go
overtotheotherside,awayfrom
theraw,visceralgangland/heart-
land tales, and explore unfamil-
iar territories.He liftedbrainless
comedies(RohitShetty’sSunday)
with the same verve as he did
gritty,hard-hittingtales(Dhulia’s
PaanSinghTomar):itwasallgrist
tohismill,acutelyattunedtothe
worldaroundhim.
Irrfanmet his wife, Sutapa

Sikdar,tooattheNSD.Marriedfor
25years, theyhavetwosons.
Of course, therewasno con-

fininghimtoBollywood. Irrfan’s
worktookhimtotheworld,and
hewastheonlyIndianactorwho
well and truly crossed over. He
had alreadymade an early ap-
pearanceinWesAnderson’sThe
Darjeeling Limited (2007). But
thebig-and-smallparts in inter-
national productions quickened
afterDannyBoyle’s 2008Oscar-
winnerSlumdogMillionaire,and
heshowedupinAngLee’smag-
ical-realistic tale of survival, Life
Of Pi, and in suchmega-budget
franchises as The Amazing
SpidermanandJurassicWorld.
But homewas reallywhere

his heart was. None of these
much-publicised international
outings could trulyminewhat
Irrfan was capable of. He did
thosemovies because he could,
butsavedtherazzledazzleforhis
desi dil-hai-Hindustani outings.
Fullyswitchedon,hecameupas
closetousaspossible,tostartthat
conversation, as only he could:
chaliye,baatkartehain.
I hope that those chatswill

never,everend.

Space mission
Russian government-owned
space business company,which
signedacontractwiththeIndian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) in June2019forthetrain-
ingof theIndianastronauts.
“The lockdownhas strongly

been recommended for the as-
tronauts-elect, aswell as for the
GCTCpersonnel. Thedecisionto
resumethefull-scaletrainingwill
betakenaftera thoroughobser-
vationof the epidemic situation
in the country,” Loskutov said.
Russia’sPresidentVladimirPutin
had initially announced a lock-
downuntilApril30,butextended

it untilMay11onTuesday,with
thewarningthatthecountryhad
notyetreachedthepeakofinfec-
tions, and “a hard and difficult
pathliesahead”.
Havingstartedtheiryear-long

training in Russia in early
February, the four fighter pilots
havecompletedapproximatelya
fourth of their course so far,
Loskutov said. Their schedule of
traininghasbeenmetsofar,even
though the Russian authorities
iimplemented the lockdownon
March 28. “All astronauts-elect
continueworking according to
their training plan,” Loskutov
said,addingthatthefourIndians
had “successfully passed the
examon the knowledge of the
onboardsystemsof themanned
spacecraft”. They are to take the
examinmannedspacecraftflight
theory, he said, andare “prepar-
ingfortheexamindependently”.

Labour crisis
(government)normallyreleaseit
aroundApril 30,whichwill en-
ablemetoplantcotton,”saysthe
43-year-old.
Shamsher Singh, from the

same village, also plans to only
growcotton onhis 8-acre hold-
ing, whichwas entirely under
paddyuntil the2019kharif sea-
son.JagsirSinghfromJhumbavil-
lage of Bathindadistrict is going
for cotton on four of his nine
acres, again previously fully
plantedtopaddy.
“The peoplewho transplant

paddy are from Bihar and UP.
Nobodyknowsiftheywillcome.
Even if the lockdown is liftedon
May3,trainservicesareunlikely
toresumesoonandIcannottake
a risk.While local labourers can
be used, they will demand Rs
4,500-5,000 per acre, whereas
themigrantworkerschargeonly
Rs2,500,”hepointsout.
Southwest Punjab—mainly

Mansa, Bathinda,Muktsar and
Fazilka—wastraditionallyacot-
tonbelt.Many farmers in recent
timesswitchedtopaddy,thanks
to assuredminimum support
price-based procurement and
freepowerforgroundwater irri-
gation during the cropping sea-
son.
Thiswasfurthersupportedby

theavailabilityofmigrantlabour
for transplanting paddy
seedlings,which are first raised
in nursery beds for 25-30 days
before being uprooted and re-
plantedinthemainfield.

CMC-NEET case
imposingreasonablerestrictions
in thenational andpublic inter-
est,” thebenchsaid.

Article 19 (1) (g) grants citi-
zenstherighttopracticeanypro-
fession, or to carry on any occu-
pation, trade or businesswhile
Article 30 relates to the right of
minorities to establish and ad-
ministereducationalinstitutions.
“The rights to administer an

institutionunderArticle30ofthe
Constitution are not above the
lawandotherConstitutionalpro-
visions. Reasonable regulatory
measurescanbeprovidedwith-
outviolatingsuchrightsavailable
under Article 30 of the
Constitutiontoadministeranin-
stitution,”thebenchruled.
Writingforthebench,Justice

Mishra said “the rights under
Article19(1) (g)arenotabsolute
andaresubjecttoreasonablere-
strictionintheinterestofthestu-
dent’s community to promote
merit, recognitionof excellence,
and to curb the malpractices.
UniformEntrance Test qualifies
the testof proportionalityand is
reasonable.Thesameisintended
tocheckseveralmaladieswhich
crept intomedical education, to
preventcapitationfeebyadmit-
tingstudentswhichare lower in
meritandtopreventexploitation,
profiteeringandcommercialisa-
tionofeducation.Theinstitution
hastobeacapablevehicleofed-
ucation”.
“Theminorityinstitutionsare

equallyboundtocomplywiththe
conditions imposed under the
relevantActs andRegulations to
enjoyaffiliationandrecognition,
whichapplytoall institutions. In
case theyhave to impart educa-
tion, they are bound to comply
with the conditionswhich are
equallyapplicabletoall.Thereg-
ulations arenecessary, and they
arenotdivisiveordisintegrative.
Suchregulatorymeasuresenable
institutions to administer them
efficiently...Thequalityofmedical
education is imperative to
sub-serve the national interest,
and merit cannot be compro-
mised. TheGovernmenthas the
right for providing regulatory
measuresthatareinthenational
interest,”theorderstated.
Thepetitionershadsaid that

unaidedminority professional
colleges have the fundamental
right to choose themethod and
manner of admitting students,
subjecttosatisfactionofthetriple
testofafair,transparent,andnon
—exploitative process, and that
NEET could not be the only pa-
rameter to determine themerit
ofastudent.

States to watch
of growth—measured by their
reproduction numbers— in the

country in the last fewdays.The
reproduction number refers to
thenumber of personswho are
infectedonaveragebyanalready
infectedperson.
As of Wednesday, West

Bengalhad696confirmedcases
of infection, while Bihar and
Jharkhandhad383and107cases
respectively. Together, they ac-
counted for less than 4per cent
of the national case load,which
was close to 33,000 on
Wednesdayevening.
Incontrast,Maharashtrahad

9,915 confirmed cases; Gujarat,
4,082. Together, theymade up
over 40 per cent of the cases in
thecountry.
“The absolute numbers in

these states (West Bengal, Bihar
andJharkhand)arestillquitelow,
sotheydonotseemtobeanim-
mediateproblem.ButIthinkthey
need to be taken note of.West
Bengal, in particular, stands out
evenamongthethree.Attheend
ofMarch,thegrowthrateinWest
Bengalwasshowingsignsofflat-
tening,butnowitseemstobeon
acompletelydifferenttrajectory.
In fact, if we just look at the
growthcurves inanon-rigorous
fashion, it would appear that
West Bengal is following the
Maharashtranumberswithalag
of three weeks,” said Sitabhra
Sinha,who, alongwith his col-
leagues at IMSc, has been track-
ingthediseasenumbers.
Incidentally,WestBengalalso

has the fastest doubling time
among large states in India, as
pointedout inagraphicalanaly-
sis by The Indian Express on
Wednesday.Doublingtimerefers
tothetimetakenforthenumber
ofcasestodouble.
Sinha said thatwhile thena-

tionalreproductionnumberhad
falledfromnearly1.83beforethe
lockdown began to about 1.29
now(fortheApril20-27period),
WestBengalhadareproduction
number of 1.52 (for the period
April 18-27). That means that
every100infectedpersonsinthe
state has been passing on the
virustoanother152people.Bihar
had a reproduction number of
2.03,andJharkhand,1.87.
Sinha said that thanks to the

lockdown, therewere only four
states—Maharashtra, Gujarat,
WestBengalandUttarPradesh—
thatwere continuing to showa
“consistent” rise in growth over
timeperiodslongerthanaweek.
Andhra Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh also continue to grow,
butatslowerrates.
“Thelockdownhashelpedin

considerably slowing down the
growth of the epidemic. Had
there been no lockdown, we
could have been on a path to
reaching a case load of about 1
lakh by the end of thismonth.
Thankstothelockdown,itseems
thenumberofactivecaseswould
remainwell within 30,000 by
that time,” Sinha said. Active
casesdonotcountthenumberof
peoplewhohaverecoveredfrom
the disease. Therewere a little
over 25,000 active cases in the
countryonWednesday.
Sinha’scalculationsshowthat

the current reproduction num-
ber inMaharashtra is 1.5, and in
Gujarat,1.38—bothhigher than
thenationalnumber.Therepro-
duction number for Delhi, an-
other fast-growing state, could
notbe calculatedbecauseof the
largevariations indaily increase
inthecaseload.

Uddhav
Minister’scooperationinresolv-
ing the crisis, sources in New
Delhisaid.InMumbai,sourcesin
theMaharashtra government
said the Chief Minister had ex-
pressed unhappiness over the
“politics being played” over his
nomination to theUpperHouse
of thestate legislature.
Thackeray,whotookoathon

November 28 last year, has, un-
der Article 164(4) of the
Constitution, sixmonths to be-
comeamemberof thestate leg-
islature.However,with thepan-
demic raging, a by-election
cannotbeheld,andtheonlyway
to fulfill the requirement is for
him to be nominated to the

UpperHousebytheGovernor.
“He (Thackeray) called the

PrimeMinister to talk about his
nomination. He asked for help
saying if it does not happen he
wouldhavetoresign,”asourcein
Delhi said. According to this
source, the PM told Thackeray
thathewouldlookintothemat-
terandgetmoredetails.
InMumbai,aseniorShivSena

leader told The Indian Express:
“Uddhavjidiscussed thecurrent
political uncertainty in the state
with the PM.He expressed un-
happinessoverthepoliticsbeing
played over his nomination as
MLC at a timewhen the state is
fighting the coronavirus out-
break, and is standingwith the
Centreinthecrisis.”
Asked how the PM had re-

sponded, the Sena leader said:
“The PM agreedwith the CM’s
view.Wenowhopethathisnom-
inationwill be cleared soon by
theGovernor.”
OnMonday,theMaharashtra

Cabinet reiterated the recom-
mendation it had firstmade on
April 9 after ameeting presided
over by Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar. OnTuesday evening,
a delegation of the Cabinetmet
GovernorBhagatSinghKoshyari,
and urged him to nominate
Thackeray to one of the twova-
cantseatsintheCouncilthrough
theGovernor’squota.
Sources said the Governor

was“non-committal”duringhis
meetingwith the leaders of the
MaharashtraVikasAghadi. This,
the sources said, may have
“forced” Thackeray to speak to
the Prime Minister. A senior
leaderoftherulingcoalitionsaid
thatonMondaynight,Thackeray
had discussedwithNCP leader
Sharad Pawar three options go-
ingforward.
“The first is to write to the

ElectionCommissionrequesting
that theLegislativeCouncilpolls
whichweredeferredbyitearlier
thismonthduetothelockdown,
shouldbeheld.Sincetheelection
willbeunopposed,wealsowant
theECto reduce the required21
days’period forholdingthepoll.
Thesecondoptionistoapproach
theSupremeCourttoaskittodi-
rect the EC to hold polls,” the
leadersaid.
The third and last option

wouldbeforThackeraytoresign
asChiefMinister, thencall a leg-
islativepartymeetingofallthree
coalitionpartnerstoelecthimas
leader,andformthegovernment
onceagain, theleadersaid.
“But”, the leader said, “we

don’t think itwill come to that.
WearehopefulthattheGovernor
willsoonnominateThackerayto
theCouncil.”
Aminister belonging to the

Senasaidthatthechiefsecretary
couldwrite to the ECwith a re-
questthatthepollsbeheldatthe
earliest to avoid a constitutional
crisis.“Theissueisnotaboutone
politicalparty,butofthegovern-
ment. The chief secretary is ex-
pected towrite a letter to theEC
soon,”theministersaid.
InNewDelhi,aBJPleadersaid

that Thackeray had approached
Modidirectlybecauseheknows
that “it would be the Prime
Minister whowould be taking
the final call on theparty’s deci-
sion”. According to this leader,
Thackeraywantsthe“BJP’slead-
ers inMaharashtrawho are not
willingtocooperatewiththeShiv
SenatobedirectedbyModiji (to
doso)”.
Theleadersaid:“Notonlydid

the Shiv Sena and its leadership
betraytheBJP(byrefusingtoletit
form the government), it has
beenhostile to the party’s lead-
erssinceitcameintopower.Even
duringtheCOVIDcrisis, thegov-
ernment has not cooperated ei-
therwith the local unit (of the
BJP)orwiththeCentre.
“Why should the BJP help

Uddhav Thackeray?” the BJP
leader fromMaharashtra said.
“His partywould earlier ask us,
‘when will our MLA become
ChiefMinister?’ Now theywant
us to tell themwhen their CM
willbecomeMLC!”
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Relaxations May 4 onward: Centre
Monday, Bihar, Jharkhandand
Odisha,whichcomprisea large
chunk of the migrant labour
numbers, had expressed their
inabilitytofacilitatetheirreturn
homewithoutguidelines from
theCentreinthisregard.
Releasing the new guide-

lines, Union Home Secretary
AjayBhalla said themovement
of those stranded should be
arranged through mutually
agreedtermsbetweenstates,on
sanitisedbuses,with required
socialdistancing.Onlyasympto-
maticpeoplewillbeallowedto
travelandasecondassessment
oftheirhealthwouldbedoneon
theirarrivalintheirhomestates.
Based on this, theywould be

moved toeitherhomeor insti-
tutionalquarantine.
Existing lockdown guide-

linesmakenoallowance for in-
ter-state movement, but the
Centrehadkeptquiet as states
recently moved ahead with
arrangements togetback their
students andmigrant labour.
Biharhadshotoff a letter tothe
Centre at the time, saying the
transportationwas in “uttervi-
olationofnationalguidelines”.
The latest guidelines, how-

ever,makenomentionoftrains,
whichwereamong themodes
oftransportstateshadsuggested
forlarge-scalemovementofmi-
grantworkers.
Themovecomesasstatesare

findingitincreasinglydifficultto
sustainmigrant labour, with
workandrevenuesourcesdry-
ingup.Therehavebeenseveral
instancesofmigrantsdesperate
togethomeresortingtoviolence
inGujaratandMaharashtra.The
UddhavThackeraygovernment
in Maharashtra had sought
arrangements for inter-state
transportof labour.
However, themovemight

endupfurther impactingplans
toopenuptheeconomy,which
is struggling to do sowith the
few relaxations announced.
Many states have said they
wouldliketoopentheeconomy
completely ingreenzonesafter
May3.TheMSMEsector,forex-

ample, isheavilydependenton
migrantlabour.
In its orderWednesday, the

MHAsaid:“AllStates/UTsshould
designatenodalauthoritiesand
develop standardprotocols for
receiving and sending such
strandedpersons.Thenodalau-
thorities shall also register the
strandedpersonswithin their
States/UTs. In case a group of
strandedpersonswishtomove
betweenoneState/UTandan-
otherState/UT, thesendingand
receiving Statesmay consult
eachother andmutually agree
tothemovementbyroad.”
It alsoaskedstates falling in

betweentoallowthepassageof
suchpersons.

Jalandhar,LudhianaandMohali
—havebeendeclaredhotspots,
the containment zones are:
JawaharpurinMohali,Pathlawa
village in Nawanshahar,
SujanpurinPathankot,NewJain
Market in Rajpura and Kacha
Patiala,SafabadiGateinPatiala.
Earlierthisweek,thePunjab

government had set up an ex-
pert committee to formulate a
lockdownexitstrategy.
Issuingguidelinesforresum-

ing economic activity in non-
containmentzones,thegovern-
ment said standalone shops,
neighbourhoodshopsandshops
in residential areaswill be al-
lowedtoopenonrotation,from
7amto11am.Shops inmarket
complexesandshoppingmalls
aswell asbarber shopswill re-
mainclosed.
Allshopsinruralareasregis-

tered under the Shops &
EstablishmentAct,exceptthose
inmulti-brandandsingle-brand
malls, will also be allowed to
open with 50 per cent staff

strength,forfourhoursdaily.
In Kolkata, Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee announced
thatstandaloneshops,including
for electronics, books, paint,
laundry, hardware, cellphone
rechargeandpaanshops,willbe
allowedtoopeninnon-contain-
mentzonesfromMay4.
“Wewill only allowstand-

aloneshops.Nohawkers’corner,
market or shopping complex
will be allowed to open,” she
said. “We thought wewould
takeadecisionaftergettingclar-
ityfromthecentralgovernment.

Butwedidnotgetanyclarifica-
tion. So,weannouncedourde-
cision today. It will be imple-
mentedfromMonday,”shesaid.
Shesaidtaxis,withnotmore

thanthreepassengers,andpriv-
atebuses,withnotmorethan20
passengers,will be allowed to
plyingreenzones.“Nobodycan
saywhen this crisis will end.
Mostcountrieshavealreadyan-
nounced lockdowntill theend
ofMay and firstweek of June.
Ourexpertsanddoctorsbelieve
thattherestrictionsshouldcon-
tinuetilltheendofMay.”
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Decoding India’s
withdrawalof
rapidtests
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In today'sepisodeof the3Thingspodcast,
we lookatwhythegovernment introduced
andthenwithdrewrapidtestingfor the
novelcoronavirus
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“A
MAR shantan jeno thake dudhe
bhate” is an iconic one-liner that is
immensely popular among the Ben-
galis as it is the eternal craving of

the Bengali moms.“May my children always have
enough rice and milk for their meals”. But what

was once the only selfish thought of the passionate
Bengali mothers is now reflected in the mind and
heart of the rest of the world too, though they are
trying hard to mask their anxiety, lest they are
branded unpatriotic, less civil or anti- social.
Quite a few generations of us in the present century
are witnessing this shift in mindset of the global

citizens, for the last few months due to
the COVID-19 or coronavirus situation
that is taking our planet by storm, affect-
ing and killing multitudes, destroying
economies, rendering millions jobless and
plunging the overdriven public life into an
uncertain chasm of time, just like await-
ing a judgement.When the normal hum-
drum of the public life vanished, just a
month ago, taking with it all our familiar
rhythms of daily life, and cities after cities
were locked down within a matter of
days, surreally slowing down life itself,
changing city soundscapes and surface
rumbling, quietening the oceans even,

only then, we humans, the least sensitive of ani-
mals on the planet, took stock of the situation
around us and panicked.

We will definitely face a serious recession and
economic crunch in the decades to come, and the
only way to deal with it is to indulge in a major par-
adigm shift.With the threats of a ruined healthcare

system, education system, infringement upon fi-
nancial and personal freedom, looming over our
heads,we better change our mindset and train our-
selves to co-exist with the so-called lesser mortals
and mother nature.

We better remind ourselves that we are the
valued guests of nature in this planet and not their
masters. In this hour of need we better extend our
much appreciated helping hands to the majority
of the population on the lower end of the income
spectrum;no,not only for their benefit but also for
our well being, because in the post coronavirus
world no one will be able to live alone and hoard.
Together, we will have to survive as a species.
With over 30 lakh affected and over 2 lakh dead,
the outbreak is yet to reach its peak across the
globe. Economies of many powerful nations will
drop to a full- scale meltdown, rendering millions
across the globe jobless and thus hungry. These
changes would be immense and unpredictable.
Along with the government, businessmen, profes-
sionals, NGO s and even individuals now need to
come forward and help in any possible way they
can.We need to shun robust capitalism, radical so-
cialism and autocracy,and help build an aware and
disciplined society built on mutual aid, taking into
consideration not only our own cosy circle of
friends and relatives but also our outer circle of do-
mestic helps, support workers,neighbours and vul-

nerable social friends, who are
often helpless and look up to us
for their survival. We need to
learn to be eternally
grateful to the relent-

less frontline work-
ers, the doctors,
nurses, medical
workers, support
staff, policemen,
journalists and so-
cial workers, who
are laying down
their lives in the line
of fire every day just
so that we can all be
safe and indoors.
Their resources are
meagre but their
intent Himalayan.
So before harassing
and ostracising
them we must
remember that

when the doors of all the places of
worship, big and small, were closed,
when even God chose to be silent, these
were the people who toiled round the
clock to ensure our good health, security
and well being. Not all saints wear cas-
socks, some of them are even dressed in
white, blue & khaki, and we only need
such priests now.

RUPA MUKHOPADHYAY
(A devoted teacher with a Government Sponsored School )Time to introspect

C
AUGHT by a complete
shock of the lockdown
due to the global pan-
demic of COVID–19, with

its sweeping spread, mounting
mortality and removing the guts of
the economy, SPAN, a non-profit

organisation, established and
opened more channels of commu-
nication with its youth, women
and community volunteers and
subsequently different stakehold-
ers eg Block Development Officer
and Block Programme Manager,
local school teachers, community-
based organisation and self help
group leaders, Gram Panchayat
members, ASHA health workers,
anganwadi workers, community-
based organisation and many oth-
ers to start listening with ears on
the ground. First, on announce-
ments of packages by central and
state governments, it actually ex-
amined the ground reality and
people could benefit, which is an
ongoing work to measure hunger
and poverty. Secondly, SPAN or-
ganises information drive to check
informed people and its extent,
and how they calibrate
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their struggle to defeat hunger out of jobless
condition.Thirdly, the story of migrant labour-
ers: 39 migrant workers stranded at
Vhabikadai, Perundura, 50 labourers from
Basanti Block, were with family including 30
children in Begur, 125 families from S-24 Par-
ganas, Paschim Medinipur and Nadia district
with approximately 40 children in Khogaon,
District, Gurgaon. In Andhra Pradesh, 10
labourers from Sagardighi were living in
Karimnagar, Hyderabad, and many more to
say. All were in very poor condition without
food. Finally, safety, food, water, sanitiser,
medicine were provided to all these migrants
including the children and this has been pos-
sible only due to the excellent and efficient
generous help and cooperation of all the
state help lines, Chairpersons of State Com-
mission of Protection of Child Rights, and local
BDOs. Finally, children being caged in homes
expectedly not in good spirit, SPAN with the
help of its youth members started online
courses to present some interesting sessions
of storytelling workshops, series of topics like
local as well as global scenario in Wikipedia
etc throughWhatsApp and Zoom calling por-
tal. In this way SPAN is helping with a total
learning Expedia by the team to prepare chil-
dren and youth for their fight in coming
days.

THE COVID-19 (novel coron-
avirus) disaster is
raging the world
over as a pan-

demic. West Bengal,
along with many other
states in India, is facing a
unique situation of lock-
down. As a result, life
and livelihood are in se-
rious threat for the com-
munity living on subsis-
tence and daily-wage,
resulting into food-inse-
curity and economic inse-
curity to the millions. In
these poor families, children may be
pushed to malnutrition and disease
over the next few months.Chief Minis-
ter of West Bengal through her inter-
departmental coordination is playing a
huge role in handling the situation very
efficiently.The Ministry of HomeAffairs
has already issued an advisory to states
to utilise the services of NGOs.
As a response to the situation, Child in
Need Institute (CINI), a national-level
NGO with 46 years of excellence in
community development, has come
forward to complement the govern-
ment’s initiative.
American Tower Corporation (India),

one of the majorTelecom infrastructure
companies in the country is partnering

with CINI to cater to this unique hu-
manitarian response.ATC CSR Founda-
tion India, being a socially responsible
organisation too extends a helping
hand and support in funding the distri-
bution of dry-ration packet to the most
hard-hit 4,000 families, 500 frontline
health workers and young children.
Mr Sujoy Roy, Sr Manager, COVID-19
relief operations, CINI, said, “our spe-
cially trained COVID-combat forces are
reaching out to around twenty thou-
sand families with dry ration, dignity
kits and Nutrimix with special focus on
nutritional requirement of children and
pregnant women.”

Child in Need Institute:
Extending a helping hand

CARE FORAUTISM:Setting
the benchmark higher

G
OPI Thakker, a resident of
Bhowanipore and the sect of
“Ganapati Bhakt Mandal’ is a
sim-

ple, common
man who is
known to many
in the area. For
the past many
years Gopi
Thakker has
been conduct-
ing Ganesh
Puja in a very
large and beau-
tiful manner. In
2018, Gopi
Thakker bought
a Ganesh Idol
from Mumbai to celebrate Ganapati
Utsav at Bhowanipore.
People in bhowanipore area of Kolkata
is well aware of GopiThakker’s Ganesh
Puja. The complete arrangements and
executions is taken care largely by
Mr Thakker and his club members. Not
just during Ganesh puja, but he stands
by all who needs help. He is not associ-
ated with any political party and what-
ever he does is out of his own passion
& for the joy he receives from the

smiles from the other end. Gopi is con-
tinuing with his benevolent act during
this ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Along with members of ‘Ganapati
Bhakt Mandal’, Mr Gopi Thakker re-
cently donated free food packets to
over 3,000 families in his area (Ward
no. 70 and 72) whom he treats as his
brothers and sisters.
At this crucial juncture where there are
many who do not know from where
the next meal will come from, there
are people like Mr Gopi Thakker, who
makes sure that all good souls do not
sleep hungry.

Ganapati Bhakt Mandal
hands over food to

all brothers and sisters Stepping stone in autism, learn your
child better, give the right direction
and instructions to overcome the
neuro-function deficit and slow
learning to accommodate and adjust
with the power to recapitulate and
express in meaningful ways with a
deliberate effort to make the compli-
cated process in simpler form is what
CARE FOR AUTISM, the charitable
trust practicing since 2011 in silent
ways to overcome children suffering
withADHD,ASD andAutism.
Where most of the parents are un-
aware about the reason behind their
child’s unusual behaviour, no vocab-
ulary or using restricted words,hand
flapping, jumping, self-hitting, get-
ting annoyed, unable to follow reg-
ular daily living activities, unable to
mingle with peer group or accept
crowded place like other children,we
CARE FOR AUTISM come forward to
assess and guide the confused par-
ents to understand the need of the
hour for their children.
Mr Lalit Khetan, the founder and one
of the trustees, is the brain behind
the organisation as when he himself
faced the challenges with his son he
realised the pain and the unprece-
dented journey of the uncountable
parents who has no place to go but

drowning in their daily unavoidable
challenges due to their Autistic chil-
dren and mostly they were even un-
aware about the termAutism before
their child got detected with the
same after a stressful tussle between
hospitals, doctors and curious
neighbours.
Apart from providing the facilities of
detection, psychological counselling
and intervention, personal guid-
ance, ADL, Occupational & sensory
therapy, Special education, Art
&craft, Music, speech & language
therapy by well trained and experi-
enced specialists at the centre on
regular basis, the organisation often
conduct seminars, workshops for
therapeutic art and music, speech,
daily living activities, yoga, alterna-
tive medicines and diet for the chil-
dren and parents too by involving
renowned specialist in respective
fields. As per Mr Khetan, “The or-
ganisation is extremely happy to an-
nounce that few of their children is
now going to the main stream who
had come to them years back with
severe complications.We wish them
all the best and request the parents
to understand their child and give
them time in meaningful ways al-
ways !.”

‘S
t. Xavier's College (Calcutta) Alumni Associa-
tion’ continues its commitment and support
in combating COVID-19. After helping the
poor and needy people, whose livelihood has

been at stake due to outbreak of corona, the St. Xavier's
College (Calcutta) Alumni Association came forward to
salute the Corona warriors. As many as 300 PPEs were
given for the doctors and health support providers of a
city-based private charity hospital on Friday by the Prin-
cipal of the College and President of theAlumniAssocia-

tion,Rev.Father Dominic Savio and the Rector Rev.Father
Jeyaraj Veluswami. The PPEs were procured as per ap-
proved quality norms ofWHO and the government.
Father Dominic Savio, said, “We need to stand by the

doctors and other frontline health service providers,who
are extending humanitarian service at this trying time.
Our small effort will surely give a positive signal espe-
cially to that section of the society, which is trying to so-
cially outcast these noble professionals. St. Xavier’s is
committed to help people who go through hardships due

to COVID-19, till the pandemic is over".
The association already took an active part in St.Xavier's
Kolkata's contribution of Rs.40 lakhs to Chief Minister's
Special Corona Relief Fund. It arranged distribution of
family ration to 500 needy people during Good Friday
and Easter. St.Xavier's College (Calcutta)AlumniAssoci-
ation also took part in distribution of food packets to
three thousand villagers across sixteen villages around
the rural campus of St. Xavier’s college at Raghabpur in
South 24 Parganas district.

St. Xavier’s alumni salute Corona warriors

Gopi Thakker donating food packets

Sandip Mondal of KMC distributing
dry ration packets

ADVERTORIAL
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TEN PEOPLE were arrested on
Wednesday for assaulting po-
licemen in Howrah district’s
Tikiapara locality the evening
before while the officials were
enforcing the lockdown.
“Ten people have been ar-

rested. We are conducting
searches to find out otherswho
were responsible for the attack.
Three FIRs have been lodged,"
said Deputy Commissioner
(Howrah Central Zone) Joby
Thomas.
Tuesday’sincidenttookplace

whenapolicepatrolreachedthe
minority-dominated Belirius
Road area after receiving infor-
mation that a large number of
peoplehadgatheredatamarket,
violating lockdown and social-
distancing norms. Howrah is a
designated “red zone” district.
Twopolicemenwereinjuredina
mobattack that occurredwhen
the officials tried to enforce the
restrictions.
While the situation in the

area remained peaceful on
Wednesday as the police pa-
trolledthestreets,awarofwords
broke out between the ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC) and
theBJP.
TheTMCsaidsternactionwo-

uld be taken against the culprits
behind the violence, but the saf-
fronpartyalleged that theattack
wastheresultofthestategovern-
ment’sappeasementpolitics.
ChiefMinisterandTMCchief

Mamata Banerjee accused the
BJPof “amplifyingone small in-
cident”,andmaligningthestate.
“One incident took place at

Tikiapara that should not have
takenplace.Itwasabadincident.
I have asked the police to take
stern action. If someone com-
mitsacrimethenhewillbepun-

ished as per law. A crime is a
crime. A criminal offence is a
criminaloffence,” sheadded.
Targeting theBJP over its re-

sponse to the anti-Citizenship
AmendmentAct (CAA)protests
thatbrokeoutafewmonthsago,
Banerjee asked, “What did they
dowhenpoliceweretargetedin
UP? Even we can open the
Pandora's Box. Howmany peo-
ple have died during CAA
protestsinDelhi?”sheasked,la-
belling the saffron party a “car-
rierofnegativityanddestruction
virus”.
StateEducationMinisterand

TMC secretary general Partha
Chatterjee said there was no
question of “going soft” on any
particularreligiouscommunity.
“Thepolicearedoingtheirjobef-
ficiently. If they are being at-
tacked then the administration
will takeaction,”headded.
However,stateBJPpresident

Dilip Ghosh laid the blame on
thestateadministration.
“The way policemen were

beatenupandchasedawayfrom
thearea, itshowsthatthereisno
rule of law here. Themorale of
the police will take a hit. Now
whowill fear the police if they
areattackedlikethis?Thisisvery
unfortunate and it shows the
state government's appease-
mentpolitics,”hesaid.

Rs 1.52 lakh cr
package soon
to tackle
pandemic: CM
88%cases from3districts—Kolkata,
HowrahandNorth-24Parganas:Govt

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL29

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday dis-
missed allegations that West
Bengal did not have sufficient
number of beds for COVID-19
patients,andannouncedareha-
bilitationpackageofRs1.52lakh
crore to tackle the crisis follow-
ingtheoutbreakof coronavirus.
“We have 790 beds in

Kolkata alone, and a total of 14
labs... Our financial task force
arranged a rehabilitation pack-
age of Rs 1.52 lakh crore to deal
withtheCOVID-19situation.We
willannouncethedetailswithin
a fewdays,”Banerjee said.
The announcement comes

on a daywhen Chief Secretary
Rajiva Sinha said that nearly 88
percentof thepatientswhohad
tested positive for coronavirus
belonged to the districts of
Kolkata, Howrah and North 24
Parganas,whichwillcontinueto
remainas redzones.
On Wednesday, the total

numberofactivecasesrecorded
inthestatestoodat550,28more
thanthepreviousday,Sinhatold
reportersatthestatesecretariat,
Nabanna.Inthelast24hours,33
more people tested positive for
coronavirus,whilefivemorepa-
tientshadbeendischargedfrom
thehospital, headded.

AccordingtoSinha,inthelast
24 hours, 1,397 samples were
tested, the highest number till
date. The total number of sam-
ples tested tillWednesdaywas
14,620. The state government
has a limit of testing1,405 sam-
plesin14laboratorieseveryday.
“We have almost reached a

saturationpointintermsoftest-
ing, butwe are still trying to in-
crease it further,"hesaid.
As many as 4,085 people

were at isolationwards in hos-
pitals and 13,307were in home
isolation.
Sinha added that nearly 64

per cent of the COVID-19 pa-
tientsweremale,rest36percent
were female. More than 50 per
cent of the patientswere above
theageof 45.
“We have already said that

elderlypeoplearemorevulner-
able to this disease. So, we are
urging them to stay at home.
Please don't step out," the chief
secretary said.

STATECOUNT

550
ACTIVE
CASES

22
DEATHS

124RECOVERED

■ 14,620sampleshave
beentested tillApril 29

10 held for attacking
police, TMC and
BJP trade charges

Kota students home-bound, says CM;
govt starts sending migrant workers

If policearebeingattacked
thentheadministration
will takeaction:Partha
Chatterjee

Migrantworkersreturningtotheirhomes lineuptheirbagswhilewaitingtoboardbuses,
onEMBypass inKolkataonWednesday.ParthaPaul

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL29

AMID RISING fear and distrust
amongpeople amid theCOVID-
19 pandemic, the West
Midnapore administration on
Wednesday came to the rescue
ofawomanandhernewborn,af-
tertheywerebarredfromenter-
ingthehouseof their relatives.
The tribalwoman, a resident

ofRanibandhinBankuradistrict,
hadcometoWestMidnaporedis-
trict’s Chandrakona in search of
jobwithherhusbandbefore the
nationwide lockdownwas an-
nounced.Later,whenshefailedto
return home, the pregnant
womanstartedstayingatherrel-
ative’shouseatBhabhanipurvil-
lageinChandrakona.
OnApril 24, shegavebirth to

a babyboy, followingwhichher
husband went back to their
Bankurahousetogetdocuments
and ID cards.Meanwhile,when
thewomanwasreleasedfromthe
hospitalonSunday,theresidents
ofBhabhanipurvillagerefusedto
let thewomanandhernewborn
enterherrelative’shouse.
“Asshewasinahospitaltode-

liver the baby, therewas a sense
of panic amongBhabanipur vil-
lagersthatshemightbecarrying
the virus. So, they refused to let
herin,”saidaseniorpoliceofficer
ofChandrakonapolicestation.
However,membersofalocal

club gave the woman and the
babyatemporaryshelteronthe
clubpremises.
On Tuesday, Chandrakona I

Block BDO Abhishek Mishra
shifted themother and baby to
ashelterhome.“Wearemaking
allarrangementstokeepbothof
themhealthyandsafe,”hesaid.

WESTMIDNAPORE

As neighbours
bar mother,
newborn from
entering home,
admin steps in
to offer shelter

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL29

CHIEF MINISTER Mamata
Banerjee onWednesday said
students from the state stuck in
the city of Kota in Rajasthan, a
coaching hub for engineering
andmedical degree aspirants,
wouldbebackbySaturday.
“In Rajasthan, many of our

studentsarestuck.Theywillget
on buses today [Wednesday]
evening. Our officer PB Salim is
there to coordinate. They will
come back after three days.We
have arranged all facilities for
theirjourney,”theChiefMinister
told reporters.
The announcement came

evenas theTrinamoolCongress
administration started repatri-
atinganumberofmigrantwork-
ers fromOdisha and Jharkhand
strandedinsomeofthedistricts.
Meanwhile, officials in the

Rajpur-Sonarpurmunicipality
areaofSouth24Parganasdistrict
startedsendingbackalmost400
strandedmigrant workers and
studentstotheirhomesinother
partsof thestate.
“The local administration

and councillors [initially]made
a list ofmigrant labourers stuck
here because of the lockdown,
andorderedthemtobequaran-
tinedfor14days,”saidlocalMLA
FirdousiBegum,whoisfromthe
TrinamoolCongress.
Narendrapur Ramakrishna

Mission Vidyalaya student
Shuvankar Champramari,15,
fromAlipurduar found himself
onthelist.Hehadstayedbackin
theresidentialschoolbecauseof
anadmission test scheduled for
the firstweekof April. But it got
postponed because of the pan-
demic, and he got stuck along
withhis father.
“Theadministrationaskedus

to stay here in quarantine and

saidwe can go back home after
the lockdown is over. Yesterday
[Tuesday],thelocalpolicestation
called us and told us to come to
Kamalgazi for a bus to North
Bengal. So, we have beenwait-
ingsincemorning,”said51-year-
oldBijayChampramari.
A senior district official said

13 buses had been arranged to
take people to “Alipurduar,
Malda,Murshidabad, Birbhum,
Bankura, Purulia, Paschim
Medinipurandinteriorplacesof
Sundarbanareas”.
However, not everyone is

happy. Kamal Sheikh, 30, ama-
sonfromJangipursubdivisionin
Murshidabad district, said he
was penniless. “All my savings
are over. There are no jobs back
home. I don't knowwhat I will
doafter returning,”headded.
MansoorAli, 40, a residentof

RaghunathganjblockinJangipur,
also said hewas clueless about
whathewoulddoathome.
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RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

THE 2020-21 academic session
willstartone-and-a-halfmonths
lateforstudentsenteringhigher
education thisyear.
The University Grants

Commission (UGC) on
Wednesday released an indica-
tive academic calendar for
higher education institutions,
suggesting that classes for first-
year students can start by
September1andfor intermedi-
ateyear studentsonAugust 1. It
alsoindicatedthattheadmission
process for freshbatchesof stu-
dentsbeconducted inAugust.

For the graduating batch, as
first reported by The Indian
ExpressonApril26,universities
and colleges have been advised
toholdtheir final-yearortermi-
nal semester examination from
July1toJuly15anddeclaretheir
resultsendof themonth.
For intermediate (read 2nd

or3rdyear)students,highered-
ucation institutions can hold
their semester or year-end ex-
aminationfromJuly16toJuly30
andannounceresultsbyAugust
14. June, as advisedbyUGC, can
be treatedas summervacation.
Aside frommaking changes

to the suggested academic cal-
endar, universities andcolleges,
theUGCclarified,arealsofreeto

conducttheirexaminationinei-
ther offline or onlinemode and
reduce the time from three to
twohours. However, the exam-
ination should beheld “observ-
ing the guidelines of ‘social dis-
tancing’andkeepinginviewthe
support system available with
themandensuringfairopportu-
nity to all students”, the UGC
guidelines states.
In case higher education in-

stitutionsareunable toconduct
term-endexamsbecauseof the
COVID-19 outbreak, they have
been advised to promote stu-
dents by giving 50%weightage
to internal evaluation and the
rest to “performance in thepre-
vious semester”.

“Inthesituationswherepre-
vioussemesterorpreviousyear
marksarenotavailable,particu-
larly in the first year of annual
pattern of examinations, 100%
evaluationmay be done on the
basis of internal assessments. If
the student wishes to improve
the grades, he/shemay appear
in special exams for such sub-
jects duringnext semester,” the
UGCguidelines state.
For research students, viva-

voceexaminationsareexpected
totakeplacethroughvideo-con-
ferencing.AllMPhilandPhDstu-
dentswillgetanextensionofsix
months. The lockdown period
willbetreatedas“deemedtobe
attended”byallstudentsandre-

searchscholars.
The 2020-21 academic year

maynothaveawinterbreakand
followsix-dayteachingweekto
make up for the learning time
lost due to the classroom shut-
down.
Examination for the first se-

mester of 2020-21 is likely to
take place in January 2021 and
forthesecondsemesterinMay-
June. The 2021-22 academic
year is expected to start on
August2.
TheUGCguidelinesandpro-

posed academic calendar are
based on the suggestions of an
expert committee led by R C
Kuhad,headofHaryanaCentral
University.

MANOJCG&
MILINDGHATWAI
NEWDELHI,BHOPAL,APRIL29

ON JANUARY 25, exactly two
months before the first COVID-
19 death was reported in
Madhya Pradesh, the state’s
DirectorateofHealthServicesis-
sued its first advisory to hospi-
tals to be on alert. A second di-
rectionfollowedthreedayslater,
asking collectors to form task
forcesandsetupisolationwards
forthosereturningfromWuhan,
China, then the epicentre of
coronavirus.
On January 31, a day after

Indiareporteditsfirstcaseof in-
fection in Kerala and theWHO
declared COVID-19 a public
healthemergency,thestategov-
ernment decided to make all
those who had returned from
China after January 15 undergo
acoronavirus test.
AsMadhyaPradeshbecomes

thethirdstateafterMaharashtra
and Gujarat to record over 100
deaths due to COVID-19, and
cities like Indore and Ujjain
emerge as hotspots,what is be-
comingincreasinglyclearisthat
whilethestatehadstartedgear-
ingup to takeon thevirusearly,
it took its eyeoff theball during
the crucial period in March
when it was rocked by political
turmoil.
The Congress and BJP have

traded charges over this period,
with the Congress accusing the
latter of beingmore interested
in toppling its government in
Madhya Pradesh, and the BJP
saying that when it came into
power, the state was ill-
equipped tohandle thevirus.
Multiple bureaucrats, both

serving and retired, whom The
Indian Express spoke to, spoke
about the confusion in Bhopal
hitting coronavirus efforts in
March.

Noting that the initial mo-
mentumwas lost, a senior bu-
reaucrat said, “We had started
surveying thosewhohad come
from abroad by the end of
Januaryitself.TheDirectorateof
Health Services issuedat least a
dozen advisories in February
alone. It was much before the
fear factorhadset in.”
On March 3, then Chief

SecretarySudhiRanjanMohanty
heldavideo-conferencewithdis-
trictcollectorsanddistrictpolice
chiefs and directed them to en-
suremedicalcheck-upofallthose
whohadreturnedfromabroad.
But, soon after, Bhopal was

overtakenbythepolitical tussle
between the Congress and BJP.
“The Kamal Nath government
was caught up in saving itself.
HisHealthMinisterhadrebelled.
There were also no cases in
MadhyaPradesh.sothepolitical
class perhaps took it lightly,” a
seniorofficial said.
The Health Minister at the

time was Tulsiram Silawat, a
close confidant of Jyotiraditya
Scindia,whocrossedovertothe
BJP. Sources said the last official
meetingSilawatattendedwasa
CabinetmeetingonMarch6.
An official currently in the

governmentsaid,“Weissueddi-
rections that thereshouldbeno
Holi celebrations onMarch 10.
We shut all schools, colleges,
malls etc onMarch 13. But, as
you know, all attentionwas on
thepolitical crisis then.”
A top state official, sources

said, had to pull political strings
toensurethattheGaircongrega-
tiontobeheldinIndoreonMarch
14forRangPanchamiwasputoff.
Thiswasa taskas theorganisers
were close to both Congress
leader Digvijaya Singh and the
BJP’s KailashVijayavargiya. “We
gotacrossmessagestoboth,urg-
ingthemtoimpressupontheor-
ganiserstocancel.Thatistheway
thingswere incomplete fluxbe-
tweenMarch10and24,”asenior
officialsaid.
Meanwhile, BJP leaders, in-

cluding Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
belittled the threat from the
virus. “It’s not corona but
darona,” was a line repeated by
many, accusing the Congress of
playinguptheCOVID-19scareto
save itsgovernment.
The first case inMPwas re-

portedonMarch20, inJabalpur,
thedaytheKamalNathgovern-
ment fell.
Apart from15days inMarch,

said another senior official, “an-
other 15dayswere lost after the
Chouhangovernment took over
becausetherewasnocleardirec-
tion”. Chouhan remained the
onlyminister in the state for a
monthaftertakingoathonMarch
23.NowhehasaCabinetof five.
Then followed the fiasco of

theentiretop-levelbureaucracy
inthestate’shealthdepartment
testingpositive, startingApril 3.
“There shouldhave been three-
four teams. but everybodywas
put inone team,andall of them
got infected. So there was no
healthminister,noprincipalsec-
retary, health, and no director,
healthservices,”saidtheofficial.
Chouhan has sought to shift

theblameof this too to thepre-
viousgovernment,saying,“Itap-
pears the health officials were
not trained andmany of them
got infected themselves.”
Chouhan’s bureaucratic

shake-upincludedreplacement
of Mohanty as chief secretary,
transferofHealthCommissioner
PrateekHajela (whohad earlier
headed the NRC exercise in
Assam) and a new collector for
Indore.Oneofficialsaidthenew
collectorwas relatively inexpe-
rienced, and took time togeton
topof things.
Afewdaysago,theCMsetup

a task force on coronavirus
headed by state BJP chief V D
Sharma and including only
politicians. There is, besides, a
13-member advisory panel
headed by activist Kailash
Satyarthi and, including a few
doctors,whichhashadonlyone
video-conferencewithChouhan
so far. Satyarthi’s main sugges-
tion has been to ban child
pornography. A third team has
been formed comprisingmed-
icalprofessionals.
As of Wednesday, Madhya

Pradesh’s coronavirus figures
stood at 2,560 cases and 130
deaths.

Start academicsession for first-year
students inSept,UGCadvisesvarsities

How early mover MP lost the
plot amid power tussle in March

‘Present situation
in Kashmir stable
but fragile... peace
goal for forces’
LIEUTENANTGENERALBSRAJU
took over as GOC of Chinar
Corps, which looks after the
Army’s operations in the
Kashmir region, including the
highly active Line of Control, on
March2.HespeakstoSUSHANT
SINGH about the situation in
Kashmir and the LoC, particu-
larlyinthecontextoftheCOVID-
19pandemic.Excerpts:

Howdoyouassess the
currentsituationontheLoC?
Whyhas itbecomeactive
now?
Pakistan has consistently

beenaidingandabettinginfiltra-
tionformorethan30yearsnow.
Alltheterroristcampsandlaunch
padsinPoKarefull.Theseterror-
ist cadres are desperate to infil-
tratewith the help of Pakistan
Army...Numerousinfiltrationat-
tempts have been foiled and
Pakistan Army is constantly re-
sorting to ceasefire violation to
support the terrorist infiltration.
Our befitting response to cease-
fireviolationshasbeenswift,hard
andpunishing.
An impervious Counter

InfiltrationGridandoureffective
response to ceasefire violations
haveleftPakistanhelplessinfur-
thering itsagenda.

Isn’t it fairtoexpectthat
whenbothIndiaandPakistan
aregrapplingwithCOVID-19,
thesituationontheLoC
wouldbemorepeacefuland
localvillagerswouldbe
spared?WhatisPakistan’s
gameplanontheLoC?
There is only one reason for

thenearconstantceasefireviola-
tions,Pakistan’sattempttoassist
more terrorists to infiltrate into
India in order to disrupt nor-
malcy in the Kashmir valley.
Pakistan Army facilitates these
infiltration attempts. Even in
times when the world is to-
getherincombattingthespread
of the pandemic, there is no
respite from Pakistan... Our sol-
diers along theborders arewell
equipped...Weareensuringthat
our borders are safe while the
country is fightingCOVID-19.
TheArmyalongtheLoCpro-

videsalltypesofsuccourandas-
sistance to the population. Our
outreach programmes range
frommedical help, evacuation,
provisioningofrationsandother
materialaid,helpinreconstruc-
tion of damaged houses and
evenprovidingjobopportunities
tolocals.Apartfromthis,educa-
tion, skill development and
women empowerment initia-
tives are undertaken regularly.
Welivewiththelocalsandshare
the relationship of a ‘Humsaya’
(co-inhabitants), whichmeans
thatwestandshouldertoshoul-
derwiththemthroughgoodand
not-so-goodtimes.

Shouldweexpect the
situationontheLoCto
changeanytimesoon?
Pakistan’spersistenceininfil-

trating terrorists, proliferating
falsepropagandaareintendedto
disturb peace and its actions are
unlikelytochangeanytimesoon...

What is the internalsecurity
situationintheValley?What
arethe indicatorsyouare
monitoringclosely?
The present situation in

Kashmir is stable but fragile.
Maintainingpeacehasbeenthe
prime goal of all the Security
Forces,workinginclosesynergy
with each other, ie. Army, J&K
Police, CAPF, intelligence agen-
ciesandtheciviladministration.
Also, the Awam-Army connect
has always been strong due to
our ethical conduct and trans-
parency inoperations. The situ-
ation has been largely normal
and no civil casualty due to the
Security Forces’ action since
August 5, 2019, is one example
of it. Even now, in our fight
againstcoronavirus,thesupport
and cooperation we have re-
ceived from the Awaam has
beenoverwhelming.

Howhavetheguidelineson
COVID-19alteredyour
workingroutineorthatof
yourheadquarters,andof
units inthefield?
All precautionsasperguide-

linesarebeing followed in letter
and spirit by our headquarters
and units. Necessary adjust-
ments have beenmade in our
routineandfunctioninginorder
to maintain our working and
there has been no difference in
our efficacy to conduct opera-
tions.AlongtheLoC,all theloca-
tionsareisolatedandtomaintain
social distancing and isolations
norms,thereisnoproblematall.

FULLINTERVIEWON
www.indianexpress.com

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

BJPMLABrijbhushanRajput,who
was seen in a videopurportedly
questioning a vegetable vendor
about his “actual name” and
threateninghim, told The Indian
Express onWednesday that as a
“worker for Hindutva” living in
Lucknow,where two “Hindutva
leaders”hadbeenkilled,he fears
for his life and is “extra vigilant”
aboutactivitiesnearhisresidence.
Hewas referring to themur-

der of Hindu outfit leader
Kamlesh Tiwari in October last
year and the killing of another
leaderinLucknow.
Rajput said, “I work for cow

protection and Hindutva, and
thereisathreattomylifeaswell,
butIdidnotsaythatmembersof
anyparticularcommunitycannot
sell vegetables. I was just con-
cernedaboutsomeonehidinghis
identity.”
Inthevideothatwentviral,the

MLA from Charkhari in
Bundelkhandpurportedly asked
thevendortorevealhisrealname,
failingwhichhewouldbebeaten
up.Aboywhowaswiththeven-
dorwasaskedhisname.Theboy
is heard saying the name, and
promisingthattheywouldnotre-
peat the act. TheMLA is heard
tellingthevendornottoreturnto
hislocality.
Rajputsaidhissecurityguard

bought vegetables from the
vender.Heclaimedthatwhenthe
venderwasquestionedaboutper-
mission, he tried to flee. “This
mademesuspicious thathewas
hidinghistrueidentity,”theMLA
said. He alleged the vendor, “a
Muslim,wascitingaHinduname
anddidnothaveanyIDproof”.
Asked about the video, BJP

spokesperson Rakesh Tripathi
said, “The BJP does not support
any discrimination. TheMLA is
justaskingforaname.”

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

UNDERLININGTHAT“Internetis
beingused”byterrorhandlersin
Pakistan “to support fallacious
proxy wars”, Jammu and
Kashmir administration
Wednesdayjustifieditsdecision
to restrict Internet in the region
to2Gspeedandsaid“righttoac-
cess the Internet is not a funda-
mental right”.
Theadministrationalso said

“the type and breadth of access
for exercising the right to free-
dom of speech and expression.
and/or to carry on any trade or
businessunder.theconstitution.
through. Internet can be cur-
tailed” intheinterestof security
of state,publicorderetc.
Respondingtopetitionsseek-

ing 4G Internet speed in the re-
gion, the Union Territory
AdministrationtoldtheSupreme
Courtinanaffidavitthatcurbson
socialmediahadbeeneasedpost
theJanuary10rulingof theapex
court regarding restrictions im-
posedinthewakeofthedecision
to revoke JammuandKashmir’s
special status.
“Nowthattherestrictionson

use of social media have been

eased, if speed is not limited to
2G, thehigh speed internetwill
enable the spread of any fake
news/rumors and transfer of
heavy data files (audio/video
files) will become prevalent
whichmaybeutilizedby terror
outfits for incitement as also in
planning attacks,” the affidavit
said.
TheaffidavitfiledbyShaleen

Kabra,PrincipalSecretaryHome
Department, J&K,said“Pakistan
based terrorism handlers..., in-
stigatingyouthtojointerrorism,
are using messaging applica-
tions to communicate as also to
raise the morale of terrorists;
however 2Gmobile data serv-
icesconsiderablyrestricttheuse
of such Applications. Further, it
is submitted thatVOIPservices/
encryptedmessaging, etc. that
are utilized for infiltration via
Line of Control as also commu-
nication from across the
border,dependuponhighspeed
internet”.
“Currentdiscoursesof social

media campaigns infer thatPak
handlesareaimingtoincitevio-
lence amongst College and
University students,” the affi-
davit said.
“Highspeedinternetservices

(4G)decrease the timeof circu-

lation of various photographs,
videos, propaganda audios and
henceenabletheassociatedcon-
tenttogoviral,withthereaction
time of law enforcement agen-
cies to such situations decreas-
ing,” itpointedout.
The affidavit said “misuse of

data services, applications like
WhatsApp and Facebook for
mobilizing crowds by anti-na-
tional elements has the poten-
tial tocauselargescaleviolence,
disturbpublicorderand indeed
threaten the security of the
country”.
The administration said

“steps taken against themisuse
of mobile data services which
are prevalent in other parts of
thecountrymaynotbepractical
anddefinitelynotsuffice incase
of J&K”.
Stating that only “least re-

strictive”measures are inplace,
it added that “evenwhen inter-
net serviceswere restored only
withwhite-listedURLs”afterthe
apexcourtjudgmentinJanuary,
“it was found that miscreants
were using different VPNs but
because of low speed mobile
data services, were not able to
upload files of heavy data con-
taining incriminating andother
objectionablevideos”.

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, APRIL29

ADECADES-LONG legal battle to
preserve an admission process
that ChristianMedical College
(CMC)Vellorehadbeenfollowing
since 1946 came to an end on
Wednesday,with the Supreme
Courtrulingthatalladmissionsto
graduate andpostgraduate pro-
grammes inmedical anddental
courses in thecountry shouldbe
basedon theNationalEligibility-
cum-EntranceTest(NEET).
Asserting that NEETwas in

“national interest” to improve
thequalityofmedicaleducation,
the apex court disagreedwith a
keyargumentof CMCVellore—
oneof the petitioners—by say-
ingthattheNEETregulationsdo
notviolateminorityrightsasthe
same have been prescribed to
weedoutthemaladiesplaguing
professionaleducation.
Speaking to The Indian

Express, Dr Peter John Victor,
Director of CMC Vellore, said
they have been following the
NEET selection process for ad-
missions in the past two years.
“So there isnochange in theex-

istingsystem,”hesaid.
Krishna Srinivasan, a lawyer

who had been fighting the case
for CMC Vellore for over three
decades, said they are bound to
follow the SC order. “We will
continue to followNEETadmis-
sion process subject to the
National Medical Commission
Act, which will come in force
soon,”hesaid.
WhileCMCVellore seems to

havenoimmediateplanstoseek
areview, theSupremeCourtor-
dermay impact theTamilNadu
government’slong-standingde-

mandforexemptionfromNEET.
Legal battles may continue

over largerquestionsonminor-
ityrightsbeforealargerbenchof
the Supreme Court. However,
the bench onWednesday held
that there was no question of
discrimination in respectofmi-
nority institutions as bothma-
jority andminority institutions
will have to admit students
through the common entrance
testconductedbytheagencyap-
pointedbyMCIorDCI.
Abatchofpetitionswasorig-

inally filed in the apex court in

2012, by CMC Vellore among
others,challengingtheconstitu-
tionalvalidityof theNEETnotifi-
cations issued by theMCI and
DCI. Essentially, it was a legal
fight to protect the admission
process it was following since
1946.CMCfollowedthisprocess
— inspired by selection for
armed forces in pre-
Independent India —with the
help of multiple intern orders
from the Supreme Court from
1993 to 2012, and at least 17
courtordersendorsing their se-
lection process, even after the
state government tried to im-
poseacommonsystem.
“We had our own nation-

wideentranceexamfollowedby
an interview sessionwhere the
aptitudeofcandidateswaseval-
uated by a group of doctors.
Evaluating the candidate’s pro-
ficiency as a doctor was part of
this process. In thismanner,we
got the best candidates, who
were committed towork in ru-
ral areas evenafterpostgradua-
tion.Attritionrateof candidates
passing out of CMC for a future
in a foreign country was also
lowest —- 80 per cent of them
serve in India,” Srinivasansaid.
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Childrensewfacemasks in JabalpuronWednesday.PTI

ChristianMedicalCollege ,Vellore. Courtesy:CMC

UP: BJP MLA
‘threatens’ man
in video, says he
hid ‘true identity’

ADILAKHZER
SRINAGAR,APRIL29

THREEMILITANTSwere killed
andthreesecuritypersonnel, in-
cluding an ArmyMajor, injured
in a gunbattlewhich continued
for nearly 20 hours in south
Kashmir’s Shopian district.
Seven people also suffered pel-
let injuries after clashes broke
outnear theencounter site.
Policeofficerssaidthatacor-

don and search operation was
launched inMelhoora area on
Tuesday afternoon. “The en-
counterconcludedtodayafterit
started around 4.30 pm on
Tuesday,” saidapoliceofficer.
A J&K Police spokesperson

said the “hiding terrorists fired
on the search party”, triggering
thegunbattle.Theidentityofthe
three militants is being ascer-
tained,police said.
When the operation began,

villagers from a nearby area
marchedtowardstheencounter
site and clashedwith the secu-
ritypersonnelonTuesdayafter-
noon. In the ensuing action by
security forces, at least seven
people sufferedpellet injuries.

3 militants killed,
3 security
personnel injured
in 20-hr Shopian
encounter

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL29

EVEN AS themedical research
worldislookingatavaccineand
drug for coronavirus, a Kerala-
based research institute is ex-
ploringthepossibilityofaplant-
baseddrug to tackle thevirus.
Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical

Botanical Garden and Research
Institute (JNTBGRI), based at
Palode in Thiruvananthapuram
district, has received the ICMR’s
approvalfortestingtheeffective-
nessof theplant’sextractionfor
treatment of coronavirus, ac-
cording to the institute’s direc-
tor,DrRPrakashkumar.
The test would be held at

National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune,hesaid.
The institute’s ongoing proj-

ecton“anti-viralfrommedicinal
plants of Western Ghats” had
found that a compound from a
particular plant extraction is ef-
fectiveagainstchikungunyaand
dengue,bothviralinfections.The
extractionhaseffectiveanti-virus
property, theresearchfound.
Thefindingsonchikungunya

and dengue is in the stage of
patenting,andtheprojectissup-
ported by the Department of
Biotechnology,undertheUnion
Ministry of Science and
Technology.
Prakashkumarsaid:“It isnot

apreliminaryresearchwork.We
havea leadmolecule (thatwas)
foundvery effective for chikun-
gunya anddengue. Nowweare
going to address whether that
lead molecule is effective for
coronavirus as well. We don’t
wanttomakeanypredictions;if
we get positive result, it would
beamajorbreakthrough,”
Prakashkumarsaidthename

of theplantcannotbedisclosed,
butit iseasilyavailableinKerala.
The plant extractionwould not
be given toNIV-Pune— instead
thecompoundof theextraction
would be handed over for the
crucialtest.Hesaid,“Wealready
have the stock of the plant ex-
traction.Butwewillgettheplant
harvested again for preparing
theextractionafreshso that the
lab testgets thedesiredresult.’’
Prakashkumarsaid JNTBGRI

willsignanMoUwithNIV-Pune
for the test, and the Pune insti-
tute has already sent a draft of
theMoU.
Prakashkumarsaidtheyhave

isolatedamoleculeanditsderiv-
atives.“WehadapproachedICMR
throughstateHealthSecretaryDr
Rajan N Khobragade, showing
ourinteresttotestthisparticular
molecule against coronavirus.
Since the fraction has anti-viral
property, it can be checked for
coronavirusanditseffectiveness
canbeascertained,”hesaid.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Kerala
institute gets
ICMR nod to
test plant
extraction for
corona cure

SCORDERONNEET

Long legal battle to preserve CMC
Vellore’s admission process ends

ADMINJUSTIFIESRESTRICTING INTERNETSPEED

J&K to SC: Internet used for terror,
access not fundamental right
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AFTER THE DELUGE
It istimetodesignclearrulesfordeparturefrom

acceptednormsof fiscalprudence

ARVIND SUBRAMANIANHAS likened the current economic situation to a
“pralay (deluge)”, inwhich thegovernment should spendmore thaneven
whatitoughttoinarainyday. India,theformerchiefeconomicadvisersaid
atane-Addaeventhostedbythisnewspaper,mustplanfora“substantially

negative” growth this year thatmight require an additional fiscal expenditure of Rs 10
lakhcrore.Hehasapoint.Corporateindebtednesswasalreadyhighbeforethelockdown.
Not onlywill insolvency casesmount further, but even companies facingno significant
cash flow issueswouldn’t invest in an uncertain public health aswell as demand-con-
strainedenvironment.Banks,too,aren’tgoingtolend,nomatterhowmuchliquiditythe
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)may infuse. The burden of non-performing assets,which is
set togetheavier inthecomingmonths,makes it impossible for themtofinanceaneco-
nomic recovery. Last, but not the least, are households. Facedwith layoffs andpay cuts,
theywould rather saveandwill beafraid tospend.
Underthecircumstances, theonusforensuringthatthewheelsof theeconomystart

moving— there’s no guarantee of it happening evenwith all lockdown restrictions be-
ing lifted—liesonthegovernment.Withoutsomebodytospend, theeconomyis inreal
dangerof contraction,whichwill, in turn,worsentheproblemofbusinessesgoingbust,
joblessnessandloandefaultsthatcanspreadtotheentirefinancialservicesindustry.The
one consolation today is that India is not saddledwith its traditional “3F” constraints—
food, fuel and foreign exchange—whichwere triggers for inflation andbalance of pay-
ments crises. On the contrary, public foodgrain stocks are at an all-time-high, global oil
priceshavecrashedand there isno runon the rupee,unlikeduring the “taper tantrum”
periodofMay-August2013.Therisks, if atall,aretiltedmoretowardsdemand-side“de-
flationaryshocks”, asSubramanianputs it, thansupply-side inflationconcerns.
Thereisalegitimatequestion,though:Ifthegovernmenthastotakeuptheslack,where

will themoneyfor it comefrom?Thefinancesof boththeCentreandstatesare inamess,
withreceiptsfromtaxandnon-taxsourceshardlycoveringevenexistingexpenditures.But
governmentsenjoysovereignborrowingpowersthatallowfund-raisingatratesbelowthat
oftripleA-ratedinstrumentsissuedbyprivatecorporates,moresointhepresentrisk-averse
scenario.Also,thereistheoptionofdeficitfinancing(“printingmoney”)throughtheRBIsub-
scribing to primary auctions of government securities. There are, of course, costs in such
powersbeingexercised.Pastprecedents—whethertheissuanceofadhocTreasuryBillsto
theRBIpriortoApril1997orthestimuluspackagepostthe2008globalfinancialcrisis—do
not inspire confidence. This is the time to design clear rules for departure fromaccepted
normsof fiscalprudence.Anystimulushastobetransparentandtime-bound.

THE PRICKLY STATE
Atatimeofcrisis,governmentshouldwelcome,notpunish,
ideas,criticism.Theseprovideammunitionforthebattleahead

INFACINGTHEcoronaviruschallenge, informationandideasaretheonlyammuni-
tioncurrentlyavailable,andshouldbewelcomedandevaluatedirrespectiveoftheir
provenance,whethertheyoriginate fromwithinthegovernmentor fromthepub-
lic.Butagovernmentwhichhas,inbettertimes,soughtsuggestionsdirectlyfromthe

publicoverthewebandthroughthePrimeMinister’sapp,hasbecomeundulysensitiveat
a time of grave crisis.When50 young officers of the IndianRevenue Service forwarded,
through their association, policy suggestions, in a report titled FORCE (FiscalOptions and
ResponsetoCOVID-19Epidemic)totheCentralBoardofDirectTaxesandsharedthemon
socialmedia,theCentretermeditasaposition“contrarytocurrentpoliciesofgovernment”,
readitasabreachofservicerulesandinstitutedaninquiryagainstthreeseniorIncomeTax
officers. Someof the suggestionsmaybe controversial, for instance, a hike in income tax
rate to40percent for thoseearningoverRs1croreayear fora limitedperiodof time,but
theresponseisrepressiveandexcessivelyoutofproportion.Theofficersneverclaimedthat
theirdocumentwasofficial.Publiclydismissingthecontroversialsuggestionswouldhave
sufficedif thegovernmentwantedtodistanceitself fromthereport.
Meanwhile,publicquestioningofthegovernment’shandlingofthepandemicinMani-

pur has landed several citizens in troublewith the law—police have invoked sections of
theDisasterManagementActandtheIndianPenalCode, includingsedition. Inonecase, it
hadmerelybeensuggestedthataproposedquarantinecentreinImphalshouldbemoved
fromagriculturallandtoadisusedairstrip.Thedeputychiefministerwasstrippedofallhis
portfolios,amidacontroversyoverriceallocationundertheNationalFoodSecurityActdur-
ing the coronavirus lockdown, apparently for being critical of the chiefminister’s assur-
ancesofadequatefoodsupply.AndinPortBlair,ajournalistwasbookedforaskingwhythe
phonecontactsofCOVID-19patientswerebeinghomequarantined.Insteadofarrestinghim,
theauthoritiescouldhavesimplyexplainedthat tracingcall records isonewayofdiscov-
eringapatient’sclosecontacts.
It isgenerallyagreedthat longafter lockdownsare lifted,nationswillhavetoremain

inclosecooperation,sothat ideasthatworkinoneplacecanbeborrowedanddeployed
elsewhere.Theprincipleappliesdomestically, too.Over-sensitiveandpricklyresponses
betray insecurity,preciselywhengovernmentsmustproject confidence.

HIS OWN PATH
IrrfanpushedbackagainstBollywoodmainstream,madehis

audienceseeandbelieve.Hisbestwasyet tobe

W ITH IRRFANKHAN’S passing,wemourn the loss of a great actor. He
was one of those performerswho dig deep into themselves to dis-
cover the truth, evenwhen he played the flakiest of characters. He
had that very unique,most paradoxical quality, something that all

great actors possess: Tomake his audiences accept the falsity of film as an ineluctable
truth, tomake thembelieve.
Hebegan,in1988,inShyamBenegal’stele-serialDiscoveryofIndia.Hislatestfilm,Angrezi

Medium released inmid-March,butcouldn’t reachthetheatresbecauseof the lockdown.
Hewasacinephile’sdelight.Critics lovedhim.But theconstraintsof findinggoodwork in
a film industrywhichcoastedon formula-heavy flicks, andstar-drivenvehicleswerealso
hisconstantcompanion.Hebeganworkwithdirectorswhobroke intoHindicinema, lat-
erally, just likehehad. Themid-’90sBollywoodwason thevergeof amassive churn:The
mainstream, under the steamof the three youngKhans, Aamir-Salman-ShahRukh,was
creatingdemandandsupply for family-friendly,mono-cultural,mono-theistic romances
andsanitisedsocialdramas.Pushbackwasarriving, intheshapeof filmmakerswhocame
fromtheHindi-speakingheartlandsof theNorth, fromVishalBhardwaj,AnuragKashyap,
TigmanshuDhulia,whowantedtotelltheirstories,andneededactorswhocoulddothejob.
ThisKhan,whowashappytojunkhissurname,wasfinallyrightwhereheneededtobe.

Hewascapableofbeingasrawandvisceralasthestorieshewasoffered. Andsoon,hewas
outstanding.BigBollywoodtooknotice,andmadeagrabforhim.BigHollywoodwasn’tfar
behind, and cast him in a fewmega-budget entertainers. By then, Bollywoodhad turned
new-ageyenoughforIrrfantobeabletomakesomeofhismostexcitingwork.Buthisbest,
combiningmaturityand“thehraav(gravitas)”,wasyettobe.Farewell,Irrfan.Youmadeussee.

DeepakNayyar

ShahAlamKhan

Decision-makingunderhighuncertaintyrequires
conviction. It isnowessentialtobeginendof lockdown

COMPASSION, ABOVE ALL
Nation’s fightagainstcoronaviruscannot ignorethechronicallysickandvulnerable

PRIMEMINISTERNARENDRAModiheldhis
fourthroundofconsultationswithstategov-
ernments on April 27 to review the COVID-
19situation.Thedraconianlockdown,which
completes40daysonMay3,wasdiscussed.
Asintheearliermeetings,severalchiefmin-
istersurgedthat the lockdownbeextended.
Whilenodecisionwasannounced, thelock-
downmightwellcontinue.
Forgovernmentseverywhere,moresoaf-

ter the experience of Italy, Britain and the
UnitedStates,wheregovernmentsdidtoolit-
tle too late, imposing and continuing lock-
downs is a risk-averse strategy. If the spread
canbecurbed,itwouldbringpoliticalkudos.
If it is not, themicrobe is to blame. It is the
equivalent of a one-way option in financial
markets,whereyoucannot lose.This iseven
more attractive nowas it conforms toherd-
behaviour by governments worldwide. Of
course, exit from a lockdown poses a real
dilemma for governments. It is about deci-
sion-makingunderhighuncertainty,which
requiresconvictionandconfidence.
This dilemmawill always be larger than

lifewhenthere isasingleobjectiveof saving
livesinapandemic.Butitmustalsoberecog-
nisedthatthehealthofpeopleandthehealth
of an economy are interdependent, where
bothshapethewellbeingofpeople.Thus,sav-
inglivelihoodsisanequallyimportantobjec-
tive. Obviously, getting sick and going hun-
gry cannot be an either-or choice. Everyone
wouldprefertostayhealthyandbewell fed.
It is the role of governments to strike a bal-
ance and reconcile these two objectives,
ratherthanjuxtaposethemasconflicting,re-
quiringachoicetobemade.
Lockdowns,combinedwithmass-testing,

contact-tracing,containment-zones,manda-
tory-quarantines, can only slow down the
speed at which the infection spreads. This
mighthelp incountrieswherepublichealth
facilitiesarerobust,yetnotadequateforlarge
numbers.Butourpublichealthsystemispoor
andcouldneversufficeforourlargepopula-
tionif thepandemicspreads.Thereisnovac-
cineyet.Fromdevelopmentthroughtrialsto
productionwill be at least one year, and far
longer before it becomes available in suffi-
cientquantities forourmassivepopulation.
It isnowabsolutelyessentialtobeginthe

processofexitfromthelockdown.Forone,it
would enable the government to find some

balancebetween the twinobjectivesof sav-
ing lives and saving livelihoods. For another,
itwouldhelprestarttheeconomy,whichhas
beenalmostcompletely shutdown,andthe
collateral damage is bound to be far greater
if the lockdownisextended.
A calibrated, planned and phased exit

could also helpmanage the spread of the
virus.Sofar,morbidityandmortalityassoci-
atedwithCOVID-19 in Indiahasbeenmuch
lower than elsewhere in theworld. This is
possiblyattributabletoourimmunesystems,
whichhaveantibodiesthatcouldbeeffective
inresistingthevirus.Afterall,millionsofmi-
grantsstrandedinmegacitiesorreliefcamps
incrampedspaceshavenotcaughtthevirus
through contagion in large numbers. It sug-
gests that there are already some elements
of herd-immunity in India thatwould grow
strongeras the lockdownis liftedslowly.
Theeconomicandsocialconsequencesof

the lockdownhavebeensevere.A largepro-
portionoftheself-employed,casualworkers
on dailywages, and informalworkers, who
constitute90percentof thetotalworkforce,
have lost their livelihoods. Demand has
dropped sharply as employment has con-
tracted. Supply has been strangled by the
massive reduction in output. Government
revenues,forbothCentreandstates,havecol-
lapsed. And, even if the lockdown is lifted
now, economic growth during 2020-21
wouldbezeroornegative.
For thepoor -75percentof ruralhouse-

holdsand50percentof urbanhouseholds -
food security is at risk. It is amatter of sur-
vival.Similarly,formicro-small-mediumen-
terprises,theirsurvivalisatstake.Largefirms,
except those with deep pockets, will also
struggle.Whatever the governmentmight
stipulate,most firmswill find it difficult to
pay thewages of their employees, for these
will only add to their cash losses during the
lockdown. Healthcare for patients, except
those with COVID-19, has diminished in
terms of both access and quality. In educa-
tion,learningoutcomes,alreadypoor,willget
worseasschoolsandcollegesremainclosed.
Ineverysphere,theshort-termeffectsof the
lockdownwillhavelong-termconsequences
- hysteresis - as future outcomes will be
shapedbythispast.
For the economy, the sooner the lock-

down is lifted the better. But the process of

exitfromthelockdownwillhavetobeincal-
ibrated steps based on a planned transition
path in termsof sequenceandspeed. In this
phasing,thegeographicalsizeanddiversityof
India provide degrees of freedom that are
missing inmostcountries.
On April 27, of the total 736 districts in

India, 283 districts had not reported any
COVID-19cases so far,while another18dis-
tricts had no new case in the last 28 days
(greenzones).Thus,economicactivitycanre-
sumewithout restrictions in 41 per cent of
our districts. In addition, 48 districts had no
newcaseinthelast14dayswhile33districts
hadnonewcase in the last 21days. Thus, in
11 per cent of our districts that are orange
zones,economicactivitycanberesumedina
phasedmanner.
Similarly, on April 27, there were nine

states, indescendingorderof numbers, that
hadmorethan1,000infections:Maharashtra,
Gujarat,Delhi,Rajasthan,MP,TamilNadu,UP,
AndhraPradeshandTelangana. Taken toge-
ther,theyaccountedfor80percentofthein-
fectionsand57percentof thepopulation in
India.Therewere13states,indescendingor-
der,thathadlessthan1,000infections:West
Bengal,Jammu&Kashmir,Karnataka,Kerala,
Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, Jharkhand, Uttara-
khand,Odisha,HimachalPradesh,Chhattis-
garh,andAssam(inthelast five, thenumber
of infectionswasindouble-digits).Takento-
gether, theyaccounted for12percentof the
infectionsand42percentof thepopulation.
Thedistributionofgreen,orangeandredzone
districts among states is uneven. The distri-
bution of economic activity across states is
alsounequal.Evenso, therearepossibilities.
Economicactivitycanberesumedindis-

trictswithout infectionsand ingreenzones.
The orange zone districts can be brought in
astheyturngreen.Thelockdownshouldcon-
tinue in states such asMaharashtra, Gujarat
and Delhi (with limited relaxationswhere
possible) and in red zone districts, contain-
ment-zonesorhotspotswithincities,aslong
asnecessary.
Inthisdecisiontobeginexitfromthelock-

down, PMModi will need to act with the
same confidence as he didwhen imposing
the lockdown.

Thewriter isaneconomistandformerVice
Chancellor,UniversityofDelhi

I LIVE IN a suburban, gated (let’s call it co-
rona-secure) colony inNoida at the edge of
Delhi. I don’t have toworry aboutmy liveli-
hood, clean water, food, or money to buy
hand sanitiser. Forwork, I take the express-
waytoDelhi.A fewdaysafter the lockdown
was declared, I witnessed a stream of mi-
grantworkers and their families on the ex-
pressway—mencarryingchildren,women,
children carrying younger children and the
elderly.Poorpeople,deprivedof their liveli-
hoods,weresupposedlywalkingtotheirvil-
lages, someas faras200 to400km.
Sitaram(namechanged)sitsinfrontofmy

corona-secure colony. He sells balloons and
hadoncetoldmethatheearnsaboutRs200
aday.Sitaramlivesinashantyacrosstheroad
andhas threemouths to feed.After the lock-
down,hisonlysourceofincomehasdriedup.
But Sitaram is still lucky—he andhis family
members are apparently healthy. The lock-
down couldmeandeath for a large number
ofthechronically-illorthoseundertreatment
orawaitinghospitalisation.
I havewritten in this newspaper about

cancer patientswho come tometropolitan
cities for treatment.Once their fundsevapo-
rate,theyliveonthestreetsnearthehospitals
where they are undergoing treatment (‘The
cancer refugees’, IE, July23,2018).Hundreds
ofsuchcancerrefugeesliveonthestreetout-

side theAIIMS, inDelhi.Within 24 hours of
the announcement of the lockdown, the
streets and footpathsnear thehospitalwere
empty.I’mnotsurewherethiscohortmelted
away.What ismoreworrying is that they
mightdiscontinuetheirtreatment. It’sunfair
tocomparetragedies,butIfeelthatthechron-
icallysickaretheworstaffected insituations
suchasthecurrent lockdown.
AccordingtoaWHOreport(2015),nearly

5.8million people in India die every year of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs).
Constantevaluationandsurveillanceholdthe
keytotreatingsuchdiseases—thisanywayis
adifficult proposition ina country like India.
After the lockdown, a large number of these
patientscouldhavebeenseverelyaffected.
In2018,2.15millionnewtuberculosis(TB)

caseswere diagnosed in India. Imagine the
plight of these patients, a large number of
whomwould be on treatment at DOTS (di-
rectlyobservedtreatmentshort-course)cen-
tres and/or at hospital OPDs,which are now
either shut downor inaccessible due to the
stringentcurfew.TheresurgenceofTB—mul-
tipledrug-resistantTB—asaresultofnotfol-
lowing treatmentprotocols iswell known. It
isimportantthatwetrackthehealthofTBpa-
tientsduringthelockdownperiod.
Thedevotion ofmy colleagues, students,

nurses, ancillarystaff, andothermembersof

thehospitalwhere Iwork isworthmention-
ing.Itwasencouragingthattheprimeminis-
teraskedcitizenstoclapandclangthalis(uten-
sils) as amarkof appreciation forhealthcare
workers. People responded to the PM’s call
withgusto.Unfortunately,suchappreciation
was short-lived— junior doctors of the hos-
pitalwhere Iworkwereaskedby their land-
lordstovacatetheirpremises.Therewerealso
reportsofafemaledoctorinTelanganabeing
assaultedbythepolicewhohadstoppedher
forviolatingthecurfew—shewasreportedly
onherwaytowork.Iwishtherewaslessnoise
andmoreassurancesaboutprovidingequip-
menttomedicalprofessionals.
Physicaldistancingisimperativetocheck

the spread of the virus. But the lockdown
could have been implementedwithmore
compassion. People’s health is the responsi-
bilityof thestate.Butatnostageshoulditre-
sort tomethods that hurt themarginalised.
Thehealthcaresystemofanationshouldnot
be judgedbyits responsetoanepidemicbut
byitscommitmenttoitspeoples’healthinthe
long term. Awell-oiled healthcare delivery
systemwouldhavebeenuseful in times like
these.Butit’snevertoolatetolearnfrombad
experiences.

Thewriter isprofessoroforthopaedics,AIIMS,
NewDelhi.Viewsarepersonal

A calibrated, planned and
phased exit could also help
manage the spread of the
virus. So far, morbidity and
mortality associated with
COVID-19 in India has been
much lower than elsewhere
in the world. This is possibly
attributable to our immune
systems, which have
antibodies that could be
effective in resisting the
virus. After all, millions of
migrants stranded in
megacities or relief camps in
cramped spaces have not
caught the virus through
contagion in large numbers.
It suggests that there are
already some elements of
herd-immunity in India that
would grow stronger as the
lockdown is lifted slowly.

According to a WHO report
of 2015, nearly 5.8 million
people die every year in India
of non-communicable
diseases (NCDs). One in
four Indians runs the risk of
dying of an NCD before they
reach the age of 70. Constant
evaluation and surveillance
hold the key to treating
such diseases — this
anyway is a difficult
preposition in a developing
country like India.
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WORDLYWISE

I want to entertain people, but
with some substance.

— IRRFAN KHANTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM CLIMBDOWN
THEASSAMESEHAVEmodifiedtheiroriginal
standontheforeignersissue,sayingthatthey
donotwanttheirrepatriation”butonlytheir
detention”. This climbdown to an olive
branchnowofferedtotheCentreto“diffuse
tensions in Assam”, student leaders and
Gana Sangram Parishad sources said.
Denouncing the “occupation army-like be-
haviour” of themilitary andpolice forces in
the strongest possible terms, they seriously
regretted thatwhile they had revised their
stand,theCentrewas“notshowinganywill-
ingness to budge from their position”. The
Assameseleaderssaidthattheyhadchanged
their position on the repatriation of

Bangladeshimigrants because it would be
“inhuman” todoso.

GOLD BONDS
GOVERNMENTMINTS AREworking over-
time to refine 13,993 kgs of gold andmake
barsforrefundtothegoldbondholdersafter
October this year. The gold had been given
by the citizens under the National Defence
Gold Bond Scheme in 1965 inwake of the
warwithPakistan.About1.4lakhbondhold-
ers will get back their gold holdings. They
werenotonlygettingregularinterestontheir
possession,butthevalueofgoldhasskyrock-
etedduringthelast15years.Priceshavegone
up from Rs 130 to Rs 1,400 per ten grams.

Thefinanceministrywillrefundtheprecious
metal through1,000centres.

KOIRALA INTERVIEW
“OURRELATIONSWITHChinawill be ‘very
‘friendly’andourrelationswithIndiawillbe
thefriendliest,”saidBPKoirala,Nepal’sonly
democraticallyelectedformerprimeminis-
ter. Theman can do it again, become PM, if
theNepalesepeoplevoteformulti-partypar-
liamentarydemocracyinthereferendumon
May2. InanexclusiveinterviewtoTheIndian
Express on the eve of the elections, Koirala
saidthat“NepalbelongstotheAsiancomity
of nations. We will have to keep the
AmericansandRussiansatadistance”.
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The exit dilemma
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“On Monday, global coronavirus cases passed 3 million, meaning one in three
patients is in the US. The US government has failed its people and also failed
the world.” — GLOBALTIMES,CHINATHE IDEASPAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SCHOOLS STARTED SHUTTING down in
China in late Januaryandbythe lastweekof
March, all theworld’s schools were closed.
Almost like sunset and sunrise, as the last
schools incentralAfricancountries stopped
working, the Chinese schools began to re-
open. Other countries too are opening the
doorsof theirschoolscautiously.Butthereis
a great deal of uncertainty in the air every-
where. In India, there are murmurs that
schoolscouldremaincloseduntilSeptember
orOctober. And there is thequestion:What
willhappen“afterall this isover”?
As schools began to shut down indiffer-

entcountries,theimmediatereactionwasto
shifttheclassroomtohomesusingwhatever
technologywas possible since peoplewere
lockedin.Thereisalotof thinking,planning,
andexecutionhappeninginahurryinevery
country,includingIndia.Countriesorregions
or even schools that havemore easy access
toInternet-devicesandlearningresourcesin
theappropriatemediumof instructionseem
tohavemade the transition toonline learn-
ingratherquicklyalthoughnotwithoutsome
pain. How effective these transitions were
andhowgoodtherelativelyshortexperience
waswillhavetobeanalysednotonlyeduca-
tionally,butalsosociallyandpsychologically.
Early reports fromChinadonotpaint a rosy
picture.Althoughtherearemoremobilecon-
nections than people in China, only 59 per
cent of themobile connections arewith in-
ternet and only 47 per cent households in
ChinaseemtohavePCsorlaptops.So,itmust
have been relatively easy for the Chinese to
move to a home-based online learning sys-
tem,butonlyforabouthalf thepopulation. I
havenotseenreportsaboutwhathappened
totherest,whichIsuspectliveinruralChina
orareonperipheriesoftheglitteringChinese
economy.
In comparison to China, India has about

abillionmobilephoneconnections.Available
data indicate that of these, 87 per cent are
pre-paid,whichgivesusahintabouttheeco-
nomic background of the people owning
these connections. Of the billion mobile
phones, 67 per cent are 3G or 4G internet-
connected. Someof these owners also have
laptopsordesktopsathomebuttheyarelim-
ited to about 13 per cent households. Our
ground-levelexperiencematcheswiththese
numbers. In rural areas of Maharashtra,
Rajasthan,andUttarPradeshalthough90per
cent families havemobile phones, depend-
ing upon the state, about 40 per cent to 60
percentof theseareregularphoneswithout
internetaccess.
So, the Indianpopulation canbedivided

into several different categories. First, the
highly privileged oneswith home access to
broadbandthroughmultipledevices.Second,
thosewith internet access via smartmobile
phones.Third,withmobilephonesbutwith-
out internet and finally, thosewithout cell
phones. Broadly, this is a problem of
10:40:40:10divisionof thepopulationwith
the ratios varying regionally. In response to
thisdivision,variousstategovernmentshave

turnedtoradio-television technologyof the
1980sand ‘90s. Theyare trying toget teach-
ers and students engagedwith educational
resources on portals throughWhatsApp
messagesandsoon.Mosteffortsarecentred
aroundschoolsubjectlearningalthoughthis
is really vacation time. In the best of times,
the classroom is not effective as various as-
sessmentshaveshown.Howeffective these
hurriedlyputtogetherhome-learningefforts
will be, especially for the lower 50per cent,
is a big questionmark.Will the underprivi-
leged lag further behind? If we are talking
about “completing the portion”, almost
everyonewill.Buttherearebiggerproblems
toconsider.
Thesearedifficultandstressful times for

all.Apartfromthediscomfortof forcedlock-
in, there is the anxiety about the future
amongparents.Childrencansensetheseten-
sions. I would not worry too much about
school examination results during this pe-
riod. Instead,ourfocusshouldbeoncreative
learningactivitiesthatengagebothchildren
and parents and lead to other long-lasting
lessons.Relief isneeded,notmorestress.
Whenever the schools reopen, the sheer

reliefofgoingbacktoschoolsmayalsomean
therewillbethedesiretogobacktobusiness
asusual.Butexperiencesfromtheshutdown
period could be used tomodify the educa-
tionsystemasweenteranewnormalsitua-
tion.
Forexample, it isobservedthatwherever

less-educated parents have been invited to
facilitate their child’s learning, they have
shown enthusiasm. Parents of young chil-
dren today aremostly schooled if not edu-
catedandareeagertolearntohelptheirchil-
dren.Parents’roleinchildren’seducationhas
to be enhanced by training them in a “con-
tinuing education”mode. This is especially
trueforthechildreninanganwadisandearly

primary age groupwhere strong founda-
tional skills are learned.
Increasing public access to Internet for

school-age learning by creating device li-
brariesisapossibility. Investmentinthecre-
ation of good contextualised content in
Indianlanguagesisaneed. Integratingtech-
nology in education oftenmeans creating
moreattractiveaudio-visual textbooks that
are really one-way carriers of knowledge.
There is a need to recognise that the new
technology can domuchmore and create
non-linearpathsof learning.
Itissaidoureconomyandoursocietywill

not be the same fromhere on. Theneed for
learning skills thatwill help to survive and
thrive in theneweconomywasalreadybe-
ingdiscussedbeforeCOVID. It appearsnow
that the economy is going to change even
moredrastically. Therewill bemorepeople
dependent on agriculture and rural liveli-
hoods.We needmore productive land re-
sources andmore rural livelihoods. A large
numberofpeoplehavereturnedtovillages.
Somewill go back to old jobswhile others
will need new skills to findwork. The edu-
cation systemhas to be sensitive to the im-
mediate needs of the youth aswe contem-
plate long-termreforms.
As the economy changes, the need for

lifelong learning is becomingmore urgent
thanever.Duringthelockdownperiod,peo-
ple have learned things that they would
never have before. They loved the experi-
ence,evenifgrudgingly.Thereisgoingtobe
individualneedtolearnnewworkskills.Our
experiences during lockdown are pointing
usinthedirectionofnecessaryandpossible
changes.Weshouldreflectonthoseandact.

Thewriter is co-founderandpresidentof
Pratham.Viewsexpressed in thearticleare

personal
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BYNOW,we have all read about howun-
precedentedacrisisCOVID-19is—soIwish
toget straight to themain issues, andpos-
sible solutions. We need to simplify our
communication,presentasustainableplan
and, above all, implement. Yes, wemust
continuetesting,butIfeelthatwearesorely
lacking in implementation.
There is noquestioning thewisdomof

PrimeMinister NarendraModi’s strategy
in ensuring a complete lockdown.While
theCentre,RBIandstateshaveannounced
aslewofgoodplans,whydowestillhearof
the stoning of doctors, the lack of follow-
ing of the rules, non-availability of essen-
tial food andmoney for the poor. Forme,
theanswerliesininadequatecommunica-
tion and implementation. While we all
must work in unified fashion, the main
onuslieswithourelectedrepresentatives,
right down to the MLA. It is time they
earned their votes and the trust that their
constituents have placed in them. They
mustappearatleastonceaweekbeforethe
public,afterdonningmasksandglovesand
adheringtosocialdistancingnorms,toex-
plain in simple terms the government’s
policies. As the situation is dynamic, they
mustcontinuouslyupdatethegeneralpub-
licof thechanges.Makingappearanceson
TVandgiving instructions isnotenough.
Thisistheneedofthehour.Becausethe

voidof informationisquicklyfilledbyspec-
ulationsandrumours,mainly throughso-
cialmedia. LeonFestinger’s theoryof cog-
nitive dissonance basically explains that
peopletendtolookforconsonanceintheir
action— right orwrong. For instance, we
are well-aware of the fact that smoking
leads to cancer, but smokers bring about
ill-advised consonance by following any
80-year-olddoctorwhosmokesandhasno
cancer.Andso it is, thatwhensomeMLAs,
MPs and self-proclaimed leaders have
weddings, andbreak the rules asVIPs, the
averagepersonwonders, “whycan’t i?”—
thus bringing about consonance to their
wrongactions.
The eminent virologist Ian Lipkin has

saidthatcompletenormalcywillreturnto
the world after a vaccine is developed,
which is about a year away. The economy,
though, is floundering. Sowhat dowe do
inthemeantimeotherthancommunicate
asoutlined?Weshouldhaveaveryshort-
termplan(threemonths)andashort-term
plan(ninemonths),thatwillneedtobefre-
quently reviewed.
The very short term plan involves the

government having transparent discus-
sions.Allmeetingsthattheprimeminister
haswiththechiefministersshouldbeopen
— like in Parliament. Thepeople are eager
to hear not onlywhat the primeminister
has to say, but what their chief ministers
areplanning.Agriculturemustbegiventhe
toppriority-buyingoffarmers’goods,their
transportationandstorage.Exportoriented
industries need to be opened up.White-
collar workers canwork from home, but
not the blue-collar workers. They are the
backboneoftheeconomy.Migrantworkers
aregrapplingwithnoincomeandcrowded
living conditions—with rents to pay and
not enough food. Theymust be provided
thesebasicsurvivalresources. Itwillbedif-
ficult to get theseworkersback fromtheir
homeswhen the economy opens up. The
current Rs 500 permonth is not enough,
and this should be increased to at least Rs
3,000.Thetotalcostforthisentireexercise
wouldnotbeveryhigh—aboutRs50,000
crore.This isasmallpricetopaywhenone
considers alternate scenarios whichmay
bedisastrous.
In the short-term, a fiscal stimulus

needs to be given directly to the rural ar-
eas,andtaxesmustbereducedforthemid-
dle-income group to incentivise them to
spendandgeneratethemuch-neededde-
mand. Stimulusmust also be given to the
MSMEs in order for them to pay their
wagesandreopentheiroperations. Lastly,
supportmustalsobegiven to large indus-
tries to open upwith specific guidelines,
but without any draconian laws ormany
impedimentsforeitherneworexistingin-
dustries: Nobodywill open up or enter if
fear isdrilled into them.
Where will the money for all of the

abovecomefrom?Wemustempowerthe
states to act within the broad guidelines
framed by the Centre which cannot, and
mustnot act as apolice force. If alcohol is
an income source, then let the states de-
cide on it. The Centre spends far too little
as a percentage of GDP when compared
toother countries.Anystimulusmust fo-
cus on the rural areas and themiddle-in-
comegroups tonotonly tideover thecri-
sis,butalsogeneratedemandtokickstart
the virtuous cycle. Industry will not pro-
duceanythingwithoutdemand,even if it
is opened.
AsthePMsaid,“JaanHaitohJahanHai”.

The time has come to follow hismotto in
letterandspirit.Alotof thebuildingblocks
havebeenput inplaceby thePM. If anew
stimulus packagemanages to keep/bring
backworkers, itwillbeanopportunity for
ustogetbackonthepathofgrowth.States,
industryandcitizens—allof usmustsup-
portandactas Indians.Thefuture is inour
handsandoureffortscanmakeall thedif-
ference between jannat (heaven) and ja-
hannum(hell).

Thewriter isabusiness consultant

It appears now that the
economy is going to change
even more drastically. There
will be more people
dependent on agriculture and
rural livelihoods. We need
more productive land
resources and more rural
livelihoods. A large number
of people have returned to
villages. Some will go back to
old jobs while others will
need new skills to find work.
The education system has to
be sensitive to the immediate
needs of the youth as we
contemplate long-term
reforms.

The ways out
Stimuluspackagemustfocusonruralareasand
middle-incomegroupstohelpgenerate
demandandkickstartvirtuouscycle

CR Sasikumar

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

GLARING GAPS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reset
andreform’(IE,April29). Inadequacies
anddeficiencies intrinsic inourhealth
system and the absence of a support
system, especially for daily wage
workers,areattenuatingourefforts to
contain the Coronavirus. Though our
government is seeminglymaking all-
outefforts tocopewiththiscontagion,
the initial delay in our response to it
cannot be just wished away. Our tak-
ing shelter under the extenuating
claims like the small death toll in our
countryascomparedtothose inother
countries will only show our reluc-
tance to learn fromourmistakes.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Reset
and reform’ (IE, April 29). Through
AyushmanBharat component of PM-
JAY, the government has tried to im-
provetertiaryhealthcareaccessforthe
vulnerablewhoare insuredunder the
scheme by taking advantage of the
hithertounder-utilisedprivatehealth-
care infrastructure. Public health in-
frastructure is indispensable for any
government to improve the health of
itspeopleandover-relianceonprivate
infrastructurewon’tsuffice.This isev-
ident from the examples of South
Korea and Singapore, which have ef-
fectively contained the spread of
COVID-19.Higher spendingonpublic
health in general and investment in
public healthcare infrastructure, in
particular, can’t be delayed. Health,
along with education, is a pillar on
which the health of a society and
countrydepends.

DimpyBhatia,Delhi

BETTER TOMORROW
THISREFERSTOarticle, ‘Theotherpol-
lution’ (IEApril29).Thetransitioninto
schooling from home has given the
youngergenerationarightfulclaimto
electronic devices such as mobile

phoneswithhigh-speedinternetcon-
nections. Given their curiousity, chil-
dren then access images and videos
glorifying violence and bigotry. A
youngmind is a sponge and absorbs
all this. Parents and the government
an extra responsibility to imbibe out-
of-syllabussocialconcepts for thebet-
termentof tomorrow’ssocietyandthe
prosperity of thenation.

Prashant Singh,RaeBareli

VIRTUAL DISTANCE
THISREFERSTOtheeditorial ‘School’s
out’ (IE, April 29). There is noway on-
line education can replace physical
classrooms, but such is the crisis and
needof thehourthatonlineeducation
hasbecomeinevitableatall levels.And
barringurbanlocations,onlineeduca-
tion still remains a distant reality due
to various issues like poor internet
bandwidth, lack of awareness among
studentsandparentsandpoorskillsof
teachers. In both healthcare and edu-
cation, the COVID-19 crisis has ex-
posedhugegaps.Going forward,both
the central and state governments
must focus on infrastructure.

BalGovind,Noida

LETTER OF THE
WEEKAWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
theWeek award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Lettersmay be

e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

MadhavChavan

Economyandsocietywillnotbethesameafterpandemicretreats.Ourexperiencesduring
lockdownarepointingusinthedirectionofnecessaryandpossiblechanges

Learning in a post-Covid world

Sunil KAlagh

IndiacancollaboratewiththeUSandGermanyinmouldinganewworldorder

ONE HUNDRED years ago, there were no
visas and passports for people to travel in
Europe, America and their colonies. Then
cameWorldWarIandthingschanged—na-
tional boundaries became rigid. Economic
stagnation, and recession followed.
Nationalism turned into ultra-nationalism,
leading to another worldwar. AfterWorld
WarII,wecreatedaninterconnectedandin-
stitutionalised global order. For the last 65
years,despiteseveralhiccups, theworldor-
derhas remained largely intact.
This pandemic threatens to undo that

world order. Just as before, countries are
turning inwards, becoming authoritarian.
Some political scientists are predicting the
rise of a more closed, narrow-nationalist
world.Economistsarewritingoff globalisa-
tionand free trade.
Wheredoes this pessimismstem from?

From a coronavirus virion? Not really. Two
countries, considered themost powerful,
have shaken the confidence of the entire
world. Niall Ferguson, the American histo-
rian fromtheHoover Institution, hadcalled
them “Chimerica”. For the last decade or
more, China and America have created an
economicrelationshipmodelthatFerguson
comparedwithNichibei, theUS-Japaneco-
nomicbondingprominentlyinexistenceun-
til the end of the last century. Coronavirus
hasshownthatChimerica is just achimera.
TheChineseleadershipfacesaccusations

of hiding facts fromtheworld, allowing the
virus to cross borders and turn into a pan-
demic. Till last week, their official figures

stoodat82,000infectionsand4,500deaths.
Derek Scissors of the American Enterprise
Institute, aWashington-based think-tank,
argues that the number of infections could
beashighas2.9million instead.
Somecountriesdon’tfollowanyconven-

tionalcourse.Chinaisoneof them.Itfollows
whatisdescribedas“historicalexperience”.
Whatever it is today, isaproductof the long
revolutionthathadculminated inMaocap-
turing power in 1949. The Chineseworld-
viewisguidedbythreeimportantprinciples:
GDP-ism, China-centrism and Chinese ex-
ceptionalism—derivedfromthatrevolution.
Deng Xiaoping had reportedly declared

inthe1980sthatthemostimportantlogicis
economicdevelopment.Chineseeconomists
describeitas“GDPism”.ThesecondisChina-
centrism.Maoinsistedonindependence,au-
tonomy and self-sufficiency. “Ode to the
motherland”,thefamouspatrioticsongcom-
posedbyWangShenthatdeclaresthe“grand
andbeautiful”landofChina“overthemoun-
tains, across the plains, across the Yangtze
andHuangrivers”asthe“dearhomeofours”,
isentrenchedinthepsycheofeveryChinese.
Third,isChineseexceptionalism.Chinadoes-
n’t believe in learning from others. China
should follow its ownwisdom for answers
to itsproblems, its leaders insist.
TheChinesenationalistworldviewhasa

parallel in history in pre-World War II
Germany. Ethnic superiority, historical
claimsand theAryanexceptionalismwere
all very familiar to the people of theworld
in the 1930s. When Hitler occupied

Sudetenland, a German-speaking area of
theformerCzechoslovakia,Europedecided
to appease him, rather than confront.
Rooseveltwaswatchingfromafarwhenthe
Europeannations—likeBritain,Franceand
Italy — were celebrating the Munich
Agreement. He even praisedHitler saying,
“I am convinced that hundreds ofmillions
throughouttheworldwouldrecogniseyour
actionas anoutstandinghistoric service to
all humanity”.
Unsurprisingly,Hitlerviolatedhisprom-

iseof“nofurtheraggression”inlessthanone
year,andWorldWarIIbegan.WhereBritain
was in1939-40iswhereAmericastandsto-
day.TheUSpresidentDonaldTrumpallowed
coronavirus todevastate its states before fi-
nally waking up. As late as February 28,
Trumpwas asking his supporters in South
Carolina to not heed warnings about the
virus outbreak inAmerica. Hewas blaming
themedia for “hysteria” and calling the co-
rona threat “their new hoax”. Now, the
European nations, having cuddled up to
Chinafor“BeltandRoad”benefits,arestrug-
gling tocontain thepandemic fallout.
Interestingly, the countries that stoodup

tothiscontagionaremostlytheAsiandemoc-
racies. SouthKorea led theway, conducting
more tests than America on a single day.
Singaporeundertookextensive testing,mak-
ingahugeefforttotrackdownanyviralsymp-
toms.HongKongandTaiwan,withtheirpast
experienceofSARSfatalities,havetakentimely
measurestocontaintheviruseffectively.
India, on the other hand, has set an ex-

ampleof democraticactivismincombating
the corona challenge. Prime Minister
NarendraModi,togetherwithhiscolleagues,
is leading from the front, and has success-
fully implemented a lockdown and social
distancingmeasures,with fullpopular sup-
port. A countrywith a population of about
1.3 billion has reportedly seen about 17,610
activecases.Modididnotresort toanyarbi-
traryorauthoritarianmeasuresthoughthere
weredeliberateactsofprovocationandmis-
informationlikeIslamophobia. Inthefaceof
such provocations, Modi displayed enor-
mous equanimity, calm and optimism. He
proved that democracies with visionary
leadershipcan tackle suchchallengeswith-
outcompromisingon liberalvalues.
In theunfoldingnewworld order, India,

along with countries like America and
Germany, canplay apivotal role in building
aworld based on “human-centric develop-
ment cooperation” as suggestedbyModi. It
is time for a new Atlantic Charter:
Environment, healthcare, technology and
democraticliberalismcanbeitsfoundations.
Chinahas anopportunity today, evenas

it faces opprobrium globally and unrest
withinthecountry.TheChineseCommunist
Partyhasaphrase,“LuxianDouzheng”orline
struggle. Itmeanspower struggle for some,
but it also denotes the struggle for a new
partyline.Therewereseveralinthepast.Can
theworldhope forabetteronenow?

Thewriter isnationalgeneral secretary,BJP
anddirector, IndiaFoundation

A new line of action
RamMadhav
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RFQ No.
IPRCL/ADI/PROJECTS/NMHC/

EPC/2020
Dated: 30.04.2020

Construction of National Maritime
Heritage Complex at Lothal, Gujarat

through Engineering,
Procurement & Construction (EPC)

Mode.
For more details visit website

www.etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app

INDIAN PORT RAIL
& ROPEWAY

CORPORATION LIMITED

(Formerly Indian Port Rail Corporation Ltd.)

(A JV Company under Ministry of
Shipping,Government of India)

CHHATTISGARH HOUSING BOARD DIVISION JAGDALPUR,
BODHGATH COLONY, JAGDALPUR

Website: www.cghb.gov.in, Ph: 07782-231170, Mob: 094242-09020. Advt.No. 70 Dt. 29.04.2020
CGHB invites Technical & Financial offer as per Request for Proposal from qualified and
experienced firms (criteria as per in RFP document) for providing "Project Management
Consultancy Services" for Proposed Township for NMDC Ltd at Niyanar Jagdalpur (C.G.)

Name of Project

RFP for selection of Consultant for Project
Management consultancy (PMC) for Proposed
Township for NMDC Ltd at Niyanar Jagdalpur.C.G.

Area of Land

118.00 Acres
(47.86 hect.)

Approx .Estimated
cost put to bid Value

Rs. 1768.56 Crs.

The bidder has to submit process fee of Rs. 10,000.00 & Bid Security of Rs. 18.00 lakhs both
in the form of DD/BG of any Nationalized Indian Bank with offer. The offer shall be sub-
mitted either by hand/ Courier/ Speed post in the office of EE CGHB Div. Jagdalpur C.G. up
to 4:00 AM dt. 22/05/2020, other conditions may be seen on website .

Executive Engineer

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAYA
(A Central University established under the Central Universities Act, 2009, No.25 of 2009)

KONI,BILASPUR-495 009 (C.G.) INDIA
Tel. - +91-7752- 260342 260021 Fax - +91-7752- 260154 260148 website - www. ggu.ac.in

ADMISSION NOTICE (2020-21)
Ref.No.03/Admission/Academic/20 Bilaspur, Date 29.04.2020
Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur invites online applications for admission to the various courses for the academic session 2020-21 through Vishwavidyalaya
Entrance Test (VET).
(a) Courses available for admission:

Honours Programmes : B. Com (Honours), BSW, BA (Honours)-Anthropology, English, Hindi, Journalism & Mass Communication, Economics, History, Political
Science,
B. Sc. (Honours)- Anthropology , Biotechnology, Botany, Forensic Science, Chemistry, Computer Science, Zoology, Mathematics, Physics, Electronics, Rural
Technology .
5 years Integrated BA - LLB, B. Com-LLB
B. Pharm, B.Sc. in Forestry, Bachelor of Education (B..Ed.),B.Ed. Special Education (Learning disability), B.Ed. Special Education (Hearing Impaired), Bachelor of
Physical Education (B.P.Ed.), Bachelor of Library & Information Science (B. Lib. & I. Sc.),
Postgraduate programme : M.Sc. - Botany, Chemistry, Bio-technology, Forensic Science, Computer Science, Rural Technology, Forestry, Physics, Electronics,
Mathematics, Zoology, M.A.- Economics,Political Science, Hindi, English, History,Journalism & Mass Communication. Master of Education (M.Ed.), Master of
Physical Education (M.P.Ed.), Master of Social Work (MSW), Master of Computer Applications (M.C.A.), M.A./M.Sc . in Anthropology, M. Lib. & Inf. Sc., M.
Com.
Diploma programme: Diploma in Pharmacy, PGDC, CCCL

(b) Exam Centres for VET* -1.Bilaspur (CG) 2. Raipur (CG) 3 .Jagdalpur (CG) 4. Ambikapur (CG) 5. Korba (CG), 6. Janjgir/Champa (CG),7. Raigarh (CG), 8.
Rajnandgaon (CG), 9. Patna (Bihar), 10. Ranchi (JH), 11. Vishakhapatnam(AP) 12. Prayagraj (Allahabad) (UP) 13. Bhubaneshwar (Odissa), 14. Kolkata (WB) , 15.
Gandia (MH), 16 Jabalpur (MP),
Details/names of the Centres of Examinations will be available on our website (www.ggu.ac.in) from 30'h May 2020.

(c) For admission procedure, eligibility, number of seats, reservation policy, fees, scholarship, entrance test date & time, exam centre and how to apply, please
refer to "Online Application for Admission 2020-21" available on university website www.ggu.ac.in

(d) Application/Entrance Test Fee-
Online Application form - Rs. 500/- + Bank Charges for GEN,OBC and EWS, Rs. 250/- + Bank Charges for SC/ ST /PWD candidates.

Important dates:
l. Start of Online Application Process : 4th May 2020
2. Closing date of Online submission of Application forms : 30th May 2020
3.. Downloading of Admit card (online) starts from : Will be declared later on
4. Entrance test dates for All Courses : Will be declared later on
5. Declaration of Results : Will be declared later on
6. Counselling (For VET) : Will be declared later on
7. Last date of Admission (For VET ) : Will be declared later on

*The University reserves the right to change/cancel any Centre of Examination or date without assigning any reason.
Note:-
1. Separate notification will be issued by the University for MBA, M. Tech. & M. Pharm., candidates interested in these courses need not apply against this advertisement .
2. In case,the University will not be able to conduct Entrance Tests for courses advertised in this Admission Notice, due to lock down (COVID-19), admissions will be

given to the applicants on the basis of their merit/marks scored in the qualifying examination prescribed in eligibility criteria.
3. The closing date is tentative and it can be extended if the governments extend the lock down period.

Helpline: 07752-260342 260299( For Online) Email: admissionsggv@gmail.com Registrar (Acting)

Chief Engineer (Bridges Department)
No. Ch.E./20/07/Bridges/GMLR dated :- 28.04.2020

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION (RFQ)
(INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING)

HONOURABLE Municipal Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai invites "Request
for Qualification (RFQ)" from eligible and experienced bidders through e-tendering as detailed below.

RFQ documents are available on MCGM portal http://portal.mcgm.gov.in under e-tender tab. Any
queries about the work can be sent on Email address che.gmlr@mcgm.gov.in on or before 09.05.2020

Sd/-
PRO/53/ADV/20-21 Chief Engineer (Bridges)

DEPARTMENT Ch. Eng. (Bridges)

e-RFQ/Bid No. 7100177476

SUBJECT "Request for Qualification (RFQ)" for the work of "Design and
construction of Twin Tunnel below SGNP from Amar Nagar, Mulund to
Filmcity Goregaon along with Cut & cover Box Tunnel in Filmcity area,
Goregaon under the Goregaon Mulund Link Road Project"

Sale of e-RFQ Start Date : 29.04.2020 from 1100 hrs
Last Date : 11.06.2020 up to 1300 hrs.

Pre-bid meeting 2000 hrs. on 12.05.2020

Address- Conference room of AMC (P), 2nd floor, Annex Building, MCGM
Head Office, Mahapalika Marg, Fort, Mumbai-400001, Maharashtra, India.

Website http://portal.mcgm.gov.in

Contact Person Assistant Engineer (GMLR)

a. Name 1. Shri. Ashok Mali (Mob. no. +91 9820847944)
2. Shri. Sudhakar Hande (Mob. no. +91 9869113088

b. Telephone No. (Office) 022-25962601, Ext. 2006
c. Email che.gmlr@mcgm.gov.in

MCGM HELPLINE NUMBER 1800221292 from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m.
FOR Homeless/Stranded Migrants/ Workers for food & shelters

Request for Proposal
e-procurement notice. No. SSA-16021/4/2019-MIS SEC-SSA, dt. 29.04.2020

Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh is inviting Request For Proposal for
procurement and supply of set of note books under the scheme of
“Jagananna Vidya Kanuka” to all the students (approximately 21 lakhs in
number) studying classes VI to X in Government/MMP/ZPP/
Municipal/KGBVs/Model Schools/Ashram schools/ Residential/Aided
Schools of Education and welfare departments in the State of Andhra
Pradesh during the year 2020-21. For details please visit https://
tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 01.05.2020. Tender/RFP form can be
downloaded from website. Eligible firms shall upload the prescribed format as
per the schedules given in the above said site. Contact No. 0866-2428599.

R.O. No.: 23PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2020-21

SAMAGRA SHIKSHA
STATE PROJECT OFFICE,

KBC BOYS HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS, OPP RAITHU BAZAR,
PATAMATA, VIJAYAWADA, ANDHRA PRADESH

Sd/-
V. Chinaveerabhadrudu, I.A.S.,

State Project Director,
Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh

Short e-tender notice
no. : BS6/014085/2020 dated : 24.04.2020

Short e-tender no.: BS6/014085/2020/tncSc/20-21/et-04
Online electronic tender for “Appointment of millers based on the out-turn
ratio for the conversion of raw tur into Tur Dal (Split-Husked & Fatka) as per
Agmark Specification for issue under Pradan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojana
(PMGKAY)”
Complete e-tender document can be viewed and downloaded through
https://www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/tncsc and also available in
www.tenders.tn.gov.in
The bidders have to participate online bidding only with Digital Signature
Certificate (DSC) of Class-II or Class-III
For Registration and further details contact MSTC LIMITED,
Phone:25222842/25251910/25261005 e-Mail:mstcsro@mstcindia.co.in
Last Date for Online Submission : 08.05.2020.
DIPR/1693/Tender/2020

TAMILNADU CIVIL SUPPLIES CORPORATION
Head Office: 12, THAMbuSAMY ROAD, KILPAuK, CHEnnAI-600 010.

Ph.no.(044) 26426773 Email id : tncsc.tn@nic.in
CIn:u15137Tn1972SGC006157

MAnAGinG director.

NO.F. 43/CPC/COVID-19/MED/DHS/2019-2020
Dated, Agartala. 27.04.2019

A Tender is hereby invited on behalf of the Director of
Health Services, Government of Tripura from
resourceful, experienced bonafide and renowned
licensed Manufacturers/ Importer or their authorized
Local Whole sale Distributor/ supplier for procurement
of “Medicine” under Health & Family Welfare
Department, Govt. of Tripura.”
The details of tender, list of items with indicative quantity and
Tender Documents are made available on website
(http://tripuratenders.gov.in). The last date/time of
submission of the tender documents by online is 12.05.2020
up to 4.00 pm. All future modification/ corrigendum shall
be made available in the e procurement portal. So
bidders are requested to update themselves from the e
procurement web portal only.

Sd/-
Director of Health Services

ICA-C/114/20 Govt. of Tripura, Agartala

TENDER MEDICINE FOR COVID-19 UNDER HEALTH & FAMILY
WELFARE DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF TRIPURA.

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

State govt procurement gets delayed,
farmers in Rajasthan pay the price
DEEPMUKHERJEE
JAIPUR,APRIL29

THREE DAYS after returning
from the Krishi Upaj Mandi in
Rajasthan’s Sriganganagar city,
48-year-old farmer Gurpreet
SinghSandhustillcan’tstoprue-
inghisloss—hehadtosellmost
of his mustard produce of 75
quintalsformuchlowerthanthe
minimumsupportprice (MSP).
“IsufferedalossofRs900on

each quintal after selling the
mustard at just over Rs 3,500 a

quintal at themandi. Last year, I
hadsoldmyproducetothegov-
ernment at MSP of Rs 4,200 a
quintal,”saysSandhu,aresident
of 8NNvillageof Srigangnagar.
Forthisyear’srabiseason,the

CentrehasfixedRs4,425aquin-
talasMSPforrapeseedandmus-
tard.However,withthedelay in
government procurement due
tothelockdown,farmersinmost
areasof Rajasthanareunable to
sell theirproduceatMSP.
The Rajasthan State Co-op-

erative Marketing Federation
Ltd (RAJFED) is procuringmus-

Bihar welcomes govt
order on migrants

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL29

EVENAS discussions onwhere
each district stands in terms of
coronaviruscasesandtheopen-
ingupformulacontinuedinthe
government, the country
recordeditshighest24-hourtoll
— 71, it was announced on
Wednesday.
Inall,1,008peoplehavedied

of COVID-19 across the country
so far.
In the last 24 hours, 1,813

newcaseswerereported,taking
the total number of cases to
31,787, and 7,796 patients have
recovered,making therecovery
ratenearly25percent.
So far, 7,70,764 tests have

been conducted in the country
inprivateandICMRlaboratories.
In an interaction with the

Lions Club Internationalmem-
bers from across the country,
UnionHealthMinisterDrHarsh
Vardhansaidthatthereare“alit-
tleover300districtsinthecoun-
try with no cases and another
300withminimal - between 1
and5-cases”.
He also said that the dou-

bling time over the last three
days is11.3days.
Accordingtotheminister,al-

thoughtheglobalmortalityrate
isaround7percent, Indiahasso
far shown a mortality rate of
around 3 per cent, with nearly
86 per cent fatality of patients
withco-morbidities.
While the discussion cur-

rentlyiscentredaroundagraded
opening up of the nationwide
lockdown, a source close to the
HealthMinister indicated that
heisinfavourofcontinuationof
the lockdown.
The source said, “The deci-

sion has not been taken yet on
how the relaxationswill be im-
plemented. The PrimeMinister
himself is consulting all stake-
holders and taking asmany in-
putsaspossible....Wecannotrisk
adisaster.”
“If you ask theminister per-

sonally,” the source added, “he
wouldtellyouthatitmaybebet-
ter tomaintainstatusquo.”
Signalling a change in the

protocol so far, the Health
Ministryhasalreadyannounced
thatofficeswhereaCOVIDcase
has been detected need not be
closed down, aswas the proto-
colearlier.
“If thereisaCOVIDpatientin

anon-COVIDhospital, thatfacil-
itycanbeusedafterdisinfection.
The same process is to be fol-
lowed for any other location
where a COVID patient is de-
tected.Thebuildingcanbeused
after proper disinfection,” Joint
Secretary Lav Agarwal had said
onTuesday.
In his interaction with the

Lions Club members, Vardhan
said: “This timethehallmarkof
our approach has been five-
fold: (i)maintaininga continu-
ous situation awareness, (ii)
preemptive and proactive ap-
proach, (iii) gradedresponseas
per continuously evolving sce-
nario, (iv) inter-sectoralcoordi-
nation at all levels, and, most
importantly (v) creating a peo-
ple’smovement to combat this
disease.”

MAULSHREESETH
LUCKNOW,APRIL29

THEUTTARPradeshgovernment
issettopromulgateanordinance
toamendtheEpidemicDiseases
Act,1897,toensurethatthosein-
volvedinattacksonfrontlinewor-
kers amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic face stiff penalties,
including a jail termof up to sevenyears andRs5
lakhasfine.
Citingtheattackonhealthworkersandpolicein

Kanpur and Moradabad, Chief Minister Yogi
AdityanathonWednesdaysaid,“Attacksonourco-
ronawarriorsareaseriouscrimewhichcannotgo
unpunishedas thesewarriors areworking for the
societybyputtingtheir livesatrisk.”
“Thatiswhywehavemovedforwardtoamend

EpidemicDiseasesAct...,”hesaid.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress,stateLawMinister

BrijeshPathak said that after theCentre amended
theAct, each statewas supposed to amend rules
concerningit.“UttarPradeshhasdecidedtoimple-
ment all provisions, like punishment from six
months to seven years and fine imposed in the
CentralAct.Wehavedecided tobringa freshordi-
nance,makingthepunishmentmorestrict.”
While the newordinancewill be calledUttar

PradeshEpidemicDiseaseControlOrdinance,2020,
sources said itwould include punishment for of-
fenceslikespitting,runningfromquarantinefacili-
tiesandviolatingrestrictions.
TheCMsaidmedicalteams,securitypersonnel

oreventhoseengagedindoorstepdelivery,arehelp-
ingpeopleof the statebyputting their lives at risk
and just ahandful of people cannot be allowed to
createunrest.Hesaidthathehasaskedpoliceoffi-
cersnottohesitateintakingaction.
“Such attacks are a direct challenge to the law

andorder system, and inno situation, they canbe
accepted.Ihadsaiditearliertooandwillsayitagain
thatinUttarPradesh,allthehealthworkers,security
personnel, all thesanitationworkers, andevenso-
cialorganisationsareworkingtobreakthechainof
coronavirus... Attacking them is anunpardonable
crime,” he said, adding that Gangster Act and
NationalSecurityActwouldalsobeinvokedagainst
thoseinvolvedinsuchattacks.

Attacks on frontline
workers: UP to
bring in ordinance
for strict penalty

Yogi
Adityanath

GARGIVERMA
RAIPUR,APRIL29

ONTUESDAY, a58-year-oldman
tested positive for COVID-19 in
Chhattisgarh’sSurajpur—thefirst
confirmedcase in thedistrict. In
therapidtest,nineothersquaran-
tined at the same shelter camp
were suspected tohavebeen in-
fected.
A 10th person suspected to

havecontractedtheinfectionwas
housed at a quarantine camp in
Jashpurdistrict.
Bothweregreenzonedistricts,

and all 12 people had arrived,
alongmanyothers in a groupof
around400,fromquarantinecen-
tres in Rajnandgaon district on
April17.
“We have sent all patients

(man who tested positive and
those suspected tohavebeen in-
fected)toAIIMS-Raipur.Iwascon-
tactedbytheRajnandgaoncollec-
torandwemadearrangementsfor
106people they sent to our dis-
trict,” Surajpur district collector
DeepakSonisaidonWednesday.
Thistransferofnearly400peo-

ple to decongest Rajnandgaon
quarantine centres—thedistrict
has58quarantinecamps,housing
nearly9,000people—has raised
a question of whether people
shouldbeallowedtotravelduring
theirmandatoryquarantinepe-

riod.
WhileRajnandgaoncollectorJ

PMauryasaidthepeoplesentout
had completed the required15-
day quarantine period, state
AdditionalChiefSecretarySubrat
Sahusaidtheyhadbeentherefor
hardlya“few”days.
Sahu,however, said: “It is the

state’s(government’s)prerogative
wherepeoplearekept.Theywere
quarantinedinRajnandgaon,were
transportedbyour vehicles, and
kept in thequarantine facility in
(different)districts.Itdoesn’tbreak
thequarantine.”
According to a Health

Departmentofficial,quarantineis
meant to restart after every in-
stanceoftravel.
Themanwhohastestedposi-

tive in Surajpurworkedas a lab-
ourer inMaharashtra’sWardha
districtandisaresidentofJharkh-
and.HewasquarantinedinRajn-
andgaononApril 5andwasmo-
vedtoJajawalinSurajpuronApril
17. The sameday, four groups of
about100peopleeachweretrans-
ferredfromRajnandgaontoquar-
antinecentresinJashpur,Surajpur,
KoriyaandRaigadhdistricts.
Explainingwhy he ordered

transferofsomanypeopletoquar-
antine centres in other districts,
Maurya saidhedecided tomake
small groups to ensure contain-
mentaftermorethan400people
congregatedatonecamp.

Chhattisgarh dist
throws up first case,
question on transfer
during quarantine

tard and gram at MSP of Rs
4,425and4,875perquintal, re-
spectively, but procurement is
functionalonlyinafewdistricts
inKotadivision, leavingfarmers
from other districts like

Sriganganagar with no option
but towaitor sell theirproduce
at throwaway prices to private
players atmandis.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

Farmersat theKishanganj tehsildaroffice inBarandistrict
aftersubmittingamemorandumrequestinganincrease in
thequantityofwheatandnumberof tokens issued. Express

Sofar,7,70,764tests
havebeenconductedin
thecountry inprivate
andICMRlaboratories

At 71, highest
24-hour toll;
cases doubling
in 11.3 days

Patna:While Biharwelcomed theCentre’s order
onWednesdayallowingmovementof labour,stu-
dents and tourists stranded away from homes
across the country, therewasnoword from it on
whetheritwouldarrangeforthereturnofpeople
fromthestate.Inastatement,BiharChiefMinister
NitishKumar said, “TheMHA (UnionMinistry of
HomeAffairs) order is apt andwelcome.Wewill
complywith theCentral government’sprotocols
onmigrants’movement.” ENS
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Revisiting virus curve,
to read lockdown effect

FACTCHECK, GROUND REALITY

OnApril9,The IndianExpressanalysedthenationalandstate-wiseCOVID-19growthcurves.
Howhavetheseshapedsince? Inupdatedcurves, trendsduring last3weeksof lockdown

AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,APRIL28

ONAPRIL9,wehadpublished thegrowth curves of
the novel coronavirus epidemic in various states.
CoveringdatauntilApril7,wehadshowedhow, just
over a month after the outbreak began in the first
week of March, the trajectory at the national level
and inmanystateshadbeguntoresemblewhat is so
typical of the spread of an infectious disease — an
exponential curve.
With less thanaweektogobefore Indiastepsout

of a national lockdown, and into the next phase of
the containment strategy, we revisit those growth
curveshere, inanattempt to illustrate the impactof
the lockdown,orat least lookatwhathappeneddur-
ing this period. The national lockdown imposed at
midnight of March 24 — often described as the
biggest human quarantine ever — was aimed at
slowingdowntherateof growthof theepidemic, so
that the number of patients needing urgent med-
ical attention could remain at manageable levels
whilegovernmentandlocalauthoritieswouldramp
uphealth infrastructure andprepare themselves to
deal with larger number of people at a later stage.
Aswemovetowardstheendof thatperiod, the lock-
down does seem to have resulted in a significant
slowdownof the epidemic.
“Idon’t thinkthereisanydoubtthatthelockdown

didmanage to achieve a considerable slowdown in
thegrowthof thedisease,” saidSitabhraSinha,asci-
entistattheChennai-basedInstituteofMathematical
Sciences, who has been studying the spread of the
epidemic in India through computermodelling.
SinhahadtoldThe IndianExpressonApril12 that,

according to a study he had been carrying outwith
hiscolleagueSoumyaEaswaran, thenumberof con-
firmed infected cases was likely to remain below
20,000 by April 20. This, he had said, was a direct
impact of the lockdown, in the absence of which,
computermodels showed, thenumberwouldhave
reached35,000.ThenumberonApril20was18,465,
wellwithin the prediction.
Thereproductionnumber(R)wementionhere—

a reference to the average number of persons in-
fectedbyanalready infectedperson—are thosecal-
culated by Sinha’s team.
Therehasbeenasignificantchange inthegrowth

curves of the states from the last time. Some states,
such as Kerala, have done well to contain the epi-
demic,winningglobalacclaimfor theirefforts,while
others, like Maharashtra and Delhi, have seen a
steady rise in numbers.
Someotherstates, likeGujarat,whichhadamod-

est case load at that time, have emerged as fast-
growing hotspots. And states such asWest Bengal,
Bihar and Jharkhandhave just begun to show signs
that they could potentially turn into trouble zones
over the next few days, although their current case
load is not very high.

TOP 7 STATE-WISECOVID-19DEATHS
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TOP 7 STATES INFECTEDBYCOVID 19

Maharashtra

9,318

MadhyaPradesh

2,387
TamilNadu

2,058
Rajasthan

2,301

Gujarat

3,774

Delhi

3,314

Uttar
Pradesh

2,053

■Maharashtra remainsontop.Whathas
changedsinceApril7 isthatthen, itaccounted
forone-fifthof India’scases(1,018of5,321);
now, itsshare ismorethanone-fourth.
TamilNadu,Delhi,UPandRajasthanremain in
top7.NewentrantssinceApril7areGujaratand
MP.KeralaandTelanganadropoutoftop7.

■Maharashtraaccountsforover40%of900+
deathsnationwide.Thenextfourstatesaddup
toanother40%+.Outsideofthetop7, two
otherstateshavewitnessedover20deaths
untilApril27—TamilNaduandTelangana,with
25deathseach.
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■SinceApril7,whenIndiahadrecorded5,321cases
and167deaths, thecountsforbothhavegrownover
fivefold.Whilewehaveplotted918asreportedbythe
stategovernmentsuntilApril27, thetotal
nationwidehascrossed1,000since.

OTHER STATES

State Cases Deaths Recoveries

Andaman 10 0 10

Arunachal 1 0 1

Assam 37 1 27

Chandigarh 56 0 17

Chhattisgarh 37 0 32

Daman 1 0 0

Goa 7 0 7

Haryana 308 4 224

Himachal 41 2 25

Jharkhand 105 2 19

Ladakh 20 0 18

Manipur 2 0 2

Meghalaya 12 1 0

Mizoram 1 0 1

Odisha 118 1 37

Tripura 2 0 2

Uttarakhand 54 0 34
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THAILAND

Bangkokto
easesome
restrictions
Bangkok: Officials in
Bangkok say they are
preparing to ease restric-
tionsthatwereimposedto
fightthespreadofCOVID-
19, including the reopen-
ing of restaurants under
strict conditions. The
Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration an-
nouncedWednesdaythat
it hopes to lift restrictions
oneightkindsofestablish-
ments it had ordered
closed through April 30.
Thecity'splanscallforthe
reopeningofrestaurants,
markets,exercisevenues,
parks, hairdressers and
barbers,clinicsandnurs-
inghomes,animalhospi-
tals and pet salons,
andgolfcoursesanddriv-
ing ranges.

InBangkok. AP

PANDEMIC
WATCH

NEPAL

3returneesof
Tablighimeet
testpositive
Kathmandu: Nepal on
Wednesday said that
three persons, who re-
turnedfromIndiaafterat-
tendingaTablighi Jamaat
gathering, have been
tested positive, bringing
the total number of the
COVID-19 patients in the
country to 57. The three
men,whowerestayingin
quarantineafterreturning
from the Tablighi Jamaat
gathering in Delhi's
Nizamuddin area last
month, have been
brought to an isolation
wardofNarayaniHospital
in Birgunj for treatment,
according to a govern-
mentspokesperson.

SINGAPORE

Govtwarns
offakenews
Singapore: Singapore on
Wednesday warned
against spreading fake
news and videos about
migrantsworkers,saying
thiscoulddisturblawand
order in dormitories
where a large number of
foreignworkers, includ-
ingIndiannationals,have
beentestedpositive.Law
and Home Affairs
Minister K Shanmugam
warned such videos can
lead to serious law and
order incidents. He said
theauthoritiesarewatch-
ingthosewhospreadthe
videos "very carefully".
Warningthosespreading
fakenewsmaliciously,he
said,theywillbecharged
ifacrimewascommitted.

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

AGENCIES
NEWYORK/WASHINGTON,
APRIL29

ITHASbeen100dayssincea35-
year-oldmanpresentedtoanur-
gent care clinic in Snohomish
County,Washington,withafour-
day history of cough and fever
andtestedpositive for thevirus.
His was the first case to be

detected.
Since then, more than one

million people had tested posi-
tive in theUnitedStates.
In that time, residents in

most states in the country —
alongwithmore thanhalf of all
humanity—have been ordered
to shelter in their homes in the
hopes of slowing the spread of
the highly contagious virus and
to try to keep hospital systems
frombeingoverwhelmed.
Thedeathtollclimbedabove

58,000 on Tuesday, surpassing
thelossofAmericanlifefromthe
VietnamWar,asFlorida’sgover-
normetwith President Donald
Trump to discuss an easing of
economic restraints.
Epidemiologists have esti-

mated that the true number of
infectionsmaybeabout10times
theknownnumber,andprelim-
inary testing of howmanypeo-
ple have antibodies to the virus
seems to support that view.
Similarly,theofficialdeathtoll is
likely to vastly underestimate
the truenumberbyat least sev-

eral thousand, according to
analysisofmortalitydatabyThe
NewYorkTimes.
While the timeline for the

spreadof thevirushasshiftedas
publichealthauthoritiesfindev-
idence that the pathogen was
spreading in communities ear-
lier than believed, the speed at
whichtheworldhasbeentrans-
formed is shocking.
Masks are becoming an ac-

ceptedpartofpubliclife,whichis
whytherewassuchabacklashon
TuesdayafterVicePresidentMike
Pence flouted theMayo Clinic’s
protocolsonwearingaprotective

facecoveringonavisit there.
In the last 100 days, the

global economy has suffered
suchaswiftandsuddendecline
that economists have had to
reach back to the Great
Depression foranalogies.
Florida Governor Ron

DeSantis, among the latest to
lock down his state against the
pandemic, has been weighing
whether to joinother states ina
relaxation ofworkplace restric-
tions and stay-at-home orders
that have been credited with
slowingthecontagionbutwhich
havebattered theeconomy.

VicePresidentMikePenceduringavisit to theMayoClinic inMinnesota. AP

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
doubleddownonChina for fail-
ingtotamethecoronavirusatits
very origin, saying it has led to
184 countries "going through
hell", as several American law-
makers demanded steps to re-
ducedependenceonBeijing for
manufacturingandminerals.
Trump has been publicly

blaming China for the global
spreadof the"invisibleenemy"
and launched an investigation
against it.Hehasalso indicated
that the United States may be
looking at "a lot more money"
in damages from China than

the $140 billion being sought
by Germany from Beijing for
the pandemic.
Leadersof theUS,theUKand

Germanybelievethatthedeaths
andthedestructionof theglobal
economy could have been
avoided, had China shared the
informationaboutthevirusinits
earlyphases.
"It's in 184 countries, as you

hear me say often. It's hard to
believe. It's inconceivable,"
Trump told reporters atWhite
House Tuesday. "It should have
been stopped at the source,
whichwasChina. Itshouldhave
been stopped verymuch at the
source, but it wasn't. And now
we have 184 countries going
throughhell.” PTI

STADIUM TESTING
Johannesburgresidentsgather inastadiumtobetestedfor thevirusonWednesday.SouthAfricawillbeginaphasedeasing
of its strict lockdownmeasureswhichhavebeeninplacesinceMarch27,onMay1. Ithasover4,360casesand86deaths.AP

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
LONDON,APRIL29

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson and his fiancee Carrie
Symondsannouncedthebirthof
a son onWednesday, just two
days after Johnson returned to
work following hospitalisation
for thecoronavirus.
Johnson’s office said

Symonds gave birth to a
“healthy baby boy at a London
hospital” onWednesday , and
both mother and infant were
doingwell.
Johnson, 55, and Symonds,

32, announced in February that
theywere engaged and expect-
ing a child together. At the time

they said the baby was due in
earlysummer.Noweddingdate
hasbeenannounced.
Symonds, anenvironmental

campaigner and former
Conservative Party staffer, also
saidshewassickforaweekwith
COVID-19 symptoms, though
shewasn’t tested for thevirus.
Thebaby is the thirdborn to

a sitting British primeminister
this century. It wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether Johnson
plannedto takepaternity leave.

LISALERER,MAGGIE
ASTOR&SYDNEYEMBER
NEWYORK,APRIL29

HILLARY CLINTON, the 2016
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee and a political veteranwho
knowsfirsthandwhatitisliketo
compete against President
Trump, threw her support be-
hind Joseph R Biden Jr on
Tuesday, the latest party leader
tomake the case for returning
theWhiteHouse toDemocratic
hands inNovember.
“I’ve been not only a col-

league of Joe Biden’s, I’ve been
a friend, and I can tell you that
I wish he were president right
now but I can’t wait until he is
— if all of usdoourpart to sup-

port thekindof person thatwe
wantback intheWhiteHouse,”
Clinton said on Tuesday after-
noon during a virtual town
hall-style event with Biden
about the impact of the coron-
avirus onwomen.
Acceptinghersupport,Biden

said: “I really appreciate your
friendship.What a, just awon-
derfulpersonalendorsement.”

TheBiden campaignhad ad-
vertisedthattheeventwouldfea-
turea“specialguest,”andonher
TwitteraccountTuesday,Clinton
all but confirmed the endorse-
ment as she disclosed that she
wouldbeappearingwithBiden.
After Clinton endorsed

Biden, the event turned into a
conversation about the coron-
aviruscrisis. Withaneasyban-
ter that recalled the breakfast
meetings theyboth repeatedly
harkedback to, the two shared
ideas to support women who
were strugglingbecause of the
outbreak.
“You’ve beenway ahead on

these issues for a long time,”
Biden said to Clinton— a show
of respect that was often re-
turned. NYT

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LAHORE,APRIL29

PAKISTANI MEDIA mogul Mir
Shakilur Rehman, arrested on
charges of illegally obtaining
governmentlandhereoverthree
decadesagowhenNawazSharif
wasthechiefministerofPunjab
province,hasbeensenttojailon
judicial remand after the coun-
try'santi-graftbodydidnotseek
his furthercustody.
MirShakilurRahman,theed-

itor-in-chief of the Jang group
which owns some of Pakistan's
widely circulated newspapers
andtheGeotelevisionnetwork,
wasarrestedonMarch12bythe
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) andwas in its custody till

April 28.
An accountability court on

TuesdaysentRehmantojailonju-
dicialremandtillMay12afterthe
prosecutor said theNABdidnot
needhimanymorefor investiga-
tion,theDawnNewsreported.
ThechargesagainstRehman

relating to the purchase of sev-
eral plots of land in Lahore go
backto1986whenSharifwasthe
chiefministerofPunjabprovince.
The NAB alleged that Sharif

allowed Rahman illegally ac-
quire more government-
owned-land than he was al-
lowedby law.
On April 27, the anti-graft

body had issued an arrest war-
rant against the embattled for-
merprimeministerSharif inthe
landcorruptioncase.

The 70-year-old supremo of
the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz,iscurrentlyinLondonfor
medical treatment.
NAB officials said Sharif ille-

gally leasedthelandtoRehman.
At the outset of Rehman’s re-
mand hearing on Tuesday, NAB
SpecialProsecutorAsimMumtaz
told the court that he could not
bebrought for thehearingashe
wasadmittedtoaprivatehospi-
talowingtobadhealth.
However, Presiding Judge

Jawadul Hassan expressed dis-
pleasureoverthebureaufornot
presenting the suspect and also
refusedtoentertainthemedical
certificate of a private hospital.
Later, theNABbroughtRehman
to the court in an ambulance
fromthehospital.

ANDYBRUCE
LONDON,APRIL29

THEUNITEDKingdomnowhas
Europe’ssecond-highestofficial
deathtoll fromthenovelcoron-
avirus pandemic, according to
newfiguresonWednesdaythat
coverfatalities inallsettings, in-
cluding innursinghomes.
Some 26,097 people died

across the United Kingdom af-
ter testing positive for COVID-
19 as of April 28 at 1600 GMT,
Public Health England (PHE)
said. That means the United
KingdomhashadmoreCOVID-
19 deaths than France or Spain
have reported.
“Thesemore complete data

will giveusa fullerandmoreup
to date picture of deaths in
Englandandwillinformthegov-
ernment’s approach aswe con-
tinue to protect the public,”
YvonneDoyle,medical director
atPHE, said.
SuchahighUKdeath toll in-

creases the pressure on Prime
MinisterBorisJohnson’sgovern-
ment which is facing criticism
from opposition parties for be-
ing too slow to impose a lock-
downandtooslowto introduce
mass testing.
In mid-March, the govern-

ment’s chief scientific adviser
said keeping the UK death
toll below 20,000 would be a
“good outcome”.
Although international

comparisons are difficult, the
new figures confirm Britain’s
place among the European
countries worst hit hardest by
the pandemic. REUTERS

THOMASERDBRINK&
CHRISTINAANDERSON
STOCKHOLM,APRIL29

SHESTOODleaningonhercane,
briefly resting amongdozensof
bubblyyoungSwedesoutenjoy-
ingoneof the first sunny spring
daysof theyear.
“I’m trying not to get too

closetopeople,” saidBirgitLilja,
82, explaining that she had left
herhousetopickupanewiden-
tity card in person. “But I trust
themtobecarefulwithme.”
Trust is high in Sweden— in

government,institutionsandfel-
low Swedes.When the govern-
ment defied conventional wis-
dom and refused to order a

wholesale lockdown to “flatten
thecurve”of theepidemic,pub-
lic health officials pointed to
trustasacentral justification.
Swedes, they said, could be

trustedtostayhome,followsocial
distancing protocols andwash

theirhands toslowthespreadof
thevirus—without anymanda-
toryorders.
Sweden’sdeathrateof22per

100,000 people is the same as
thatof Ireland,whichhasearned
accolades for itshandlingof the
pandemic,andfarbetterthanin
Britain or France.Yet, on this
warmspring day, at least, there
was little evidence that people
were observing theprotocols—
adding further mystery to
Sweden’sapparentsuccess.
While other countries were

slamming on the brakes,
Sweden kept its borders open,
allowed restaurants and bars to
keepserving,leftpreschoolsand
grade schools in session and
placednolimitsonpublictrans-

portoroutings in localparks.
Gatherings of more than 50

people are banned. Museums
haveclosedandsportingevents
havebeen cancelled. At the end
ofMarch,theauthoritiesbanned
visits tonursinghomes.
That’sroughlyit.Thereareal-

mostnofines,andpoliceofficers
can only ask people to oblige.
Pedestrianswearingmasks are
generallystaredatasif theyhave
just landed fromMars.
Throughout the crisis

Sweden has had enough inten-
sive care units to deal with
Covid-19 patients, theminister
of healthandsocial affairs, Lena
Hallengren,saidinaninterview.
“Wehave250emptybeds right
now.” NYT

Failure to stop virus at
source led to 184 countries
going through hell: Trump‘Life has to go on’: How Sweden faced virus

Picnickers inStockholm
lastweek. NYT
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Clinton endorses Biden: ‘Wish
he were president right now’

Pak media mogul remanded in
judicial custody in 34-yr-old case

UK now has
2nd-highest
COVID-19
death toll
across Europe

Boris
Johnson

Boris, fiancee announce
birth of boy, two days
after he returned to work

USCONSIDERING
SCANNING FOR INTL
AIR TRAVELLERS

■TheUSisconsidering
scanningof air travellers
fromcountrieshithard
bythecoronavirus to
stop its spread inthe
country,President
DonaldTrumphassaid.

■Trumpsaidthiscould
bedoneincoordination
witheithertheairlinesor
government.“We're
workingwiththeairlines.
Maybeit'sacombination
ofboth,”hesaid.
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Misinformation
emergesaschallenge

AstheUS looksatlong-termplansandeconomicrecovery
initiatives,misinformationaboutvaccinesisshapingtobea
majorconcernbeforeoneisevenready.
Theclaimsrangefromconcernsthatvaccinetrialswillbe

rushed, toconspiracytheoriesthatBillGateswantstouse
thevaccinetoinjectmicrochipsinpeople.Giventhatavac-
cineiswidelyacceptedasthebestwaytodefinitivelyend
thepandemicthreat, fakenews-fuelledresistancetotheuse
ofvaccinescouldhavedevastatingconsequences.

NEW POLIO OUTBREAK IN NIGER
The World Health Organisation says Niger has been struck by a

new outbreak of polio, after the suspension of immunisation
activities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The UN health

agency reported that two children were infected by the highly
infectious, water-borne disease and that one was paralysed

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI, APRIL29

BEITagraveyardincentralIndore,
afuneralhomeinthemidwestern
USstateofWisconsinoraceme-
teryinItaly'snortheasternregion
of Friuli-Venezia-Giulia; the final
journeys are getting lonelier and
thelastgoodbyesshorter.Atthese
threeCOVID-19hotspots,conti-
nents apart, fear is getting the
better of grief and even death
doesn’t provide an escape from
socialdistancing.
Indore'sHafiz Javed, a ceme-

terycaretaker,saysthemostdis-
comforting moment for him
these days is towatch the coffin
pushed,ratherthanlowered,into
thegrave."Everyonestandssome
distanceapartfromeachother.At
times, there aren't enough peo-
pletoliftthebody,soitisdifficult
to lower themsoftly.Wehave to
slidethemintothepit,"Hafizsays.
Withfewrelativesattending

burials, the last rites finish
quickly. "We instruct family
members to pilemud over the
body, and once that is done,we
rush to finish the job. No one
hangsaround,thereisnotmuch
crying,"Hafiz says.
AttheMalwamillregion'scre-

matorium, too, the pandemic's
shadow looms large. Cloth
pouches and steel boxes with
ashes hang fromhooks or sit on
thefloor.Thelockdownmeanslife
—anddeath—areatastandstill.
Familymembers of the de-

ceased aren't turning up to col-
lect themortal remains. "Some
arewaiting for things toopenso
theycantravel forashesimmer-
sion; others are paranoid about
infection,"saysGauriKailashpati,
a socialactivist fromIndore.
IntheUS,meanwhile, funer-

als follow a strict protocol.
Wisconsin funeraldirector John
Wenig shares how his sonwas
leftspeechlessbyaladywhohad
lost her husband after 60 years
of marriage to COVID-19. "She
toldmy son, 'Are you tellingme
Ican'tevenhaveaproperfuneral
formyhusband?'Mysonsaidhe
couldn't evenhug the ladywho

hadbrokendown.Rulesandpre-
cautions, yousee."
Elaborate funerals featuring

tributes and sharing of memo-
riesarea thingof thepast.
A US government advisory

directsforCOVID-19deceasedto
becoveredintwobodybags,and
for the face tobe coveredwitha
mask."Noonereallyknowsifthe
virus is active and harmful after
death;so,theseareprecautions."
There is also a cap on the

number of mourners. Amaxi-
mumof10relativesareallowed
inthecemetery.Technologyhas
helped."Westartedlive-stream-
ingthefinalrites.Irememberthe
first timewehad38people,sec-
ondtimeitjumpedto167friends
andrelativeswatching it."
In Friuli-Venezia-Giulia, in

north east Italy, Cladio
Prescherm is thankful that the
worstseemstobeover inhisre-
gion. "All cemeteries are closed
here.Theyareopenonlywhena
bodyisburied.Nooneiscoming
tocemeterytolayaroseinthese
times,"Preschermsays.
"Newspapers inBergamoare

filledwithdeathnotices,pageaf-
terpage.Thattellsyoutherealstory
ofhowmanypeoplehavedied."
Prescherm'sfamilyhavebeen

funeral directors for 150 years
now. "Scenesof deathandgriev-
ingarefamiliartomebutthishas
beena strangeexperience. From
fear to sorrow, everything has
been different... I thinkwe, as a
country, remain shockedby this
andneed toheal as agroup... but
first,thisvirushastobestopped."

FULLSTORYON
www.indianexpress.com

1mnUS cases, toll surpasses VietnamWar
Final journeys are
getting lonelier, last
goodbyes shorter

Bodiesbeingburied inNew
York'sHart Island.Reuters/File
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ENERGY,ROADS,railwaysandur-
banprojectswouldaccountforthe
bulkofallocations,involvingtotal
estimated infrastructure invest-
mentof Rs111 lakhcroreduring
thefivefiscalyearperiod2020-25.
Thisisaccordingtothefinalreport
of the task force on National
InfrastructurePipeline (NIP) sub-
mitted to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday. Of the total project
capital expenditure, sectors such
asenergy(24percent),urban(17
per cent), railways (12per cent)
androads(18percent)arepegged
tocontributednearly70per cent
oftheinfrainvestmentsinIndia.
WhileCentreandstatesareex-

pectedtohavealmostequalshare
inimplementingNIP,privatesec-
tor contribution is expected
around21percent,asperastate-
mentbytheFinanceMinistry.The
NIPcapturesallprojects—green-
fieldorbrownfield,under imple-

mentationorunder conceptuali-
sation—costing greater thanRs
100croreperproject.
Besidesstrengtheningthemu-

nicipalbondmarket,anaggressive
pushtowardsassetsales,moneti-
sation of infrastructure assets,
deepeningofcorporatebondmar-
kets,andsettingupDevelopment
Financial Institutions for infra-
structure sector, are among the
measures thathavebeenrecom-
mendedbythegovernmentpanel

toaidtheprocessofgalvanisingin-
vestmentsininfrastructuresector
innextfiveyears.
The task force, headed by

EconomicAffairsSecretaryAtanu
Chakraborty, has also recom-
mendedsettingupof threecom-
mittees: a panel tomonitorNIP
progress andeliminatedelays; a
steeringcommitteeineachinfra-
structureministryforfollowingup
implementation; andacommit-
tee inDepartment of Economic

Affairs for raising financial re-
sourcesfortheNIP.
Outofthetotalexpectedcapi-

talexpenditureofRs111lakhcrore,
projectsofRs44lakhcrore(40per
centofNIP)areunderimplemen-
tation, projectsworthRs33 lakh
crore(30percent)areatconcep-
tualstageandprojectsworthRs22
lakhcrore(20percent)areunder
development. The task forcewas
set up after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his
IndependenceDay speech last
year,highlightedRs100lakhcrore
worthofinfrainvestmentoverthe
nextfiveyearstomakeIndiaa$5-
trillioneconomy.
Thesummaryreportfor2019-

2025wasreleasedbySitharaman
onDecember31,2019.Thefinalre-
porthasrevisedupNIPfromear-
lierRs100lakhcrore“inlightofad-
ditional/amendeddataprovided
bycentralministries/stategovern-
ments since the release of sum-
maryNIPreport,”theCentresaid.
In its summary report, the

panelhadsuggestedeffectivedis-
puteresolution,contractenforce-

ment and asset monetisation
amongother reforms for achiev-
inginfrainvestmenttargets.Acrit-
ical step inaddressingdwindling
private sectorparticipation in in-
frastructurecanbeinstitutionalis-
ingdisputeresolutionmechanism
toefficiently resolvedisputes re-
latedtoPPPprojects.Investments
mustbemade in the institutions
created under The Commercial
CourtsAct2015,TheSpecificRelief
(Amendment) Act 2018and the
NewDelhiArbitrationCentreAct
2019forspeedyresolution,itsaid.
TheRBI’s latest credit growth

data shows that year-on-year
growthincreditoutstandingtothe
infrastructure sector fell to a19-
month lowof 3.3per cent. FY20
sawadeclineinbanks’appetiteto
lendtoinfrastructurecompanies.
Data shows in the11-monthpe-
riodendedFebruary2020, credit
outstandingfortheinfrastructure
sectorasawhole shrank fromRs
10.55lakhcroreinMarch2019to
Rs 10.18 lakh crore in February
2020, therebycontractingby3.5
percent.

FINALREPORTOFTASKFORCEONNATIONAL INFRASTRUCTUREPIPELINE

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

SNAPDEAL,ONEof India’s largest
e-commerce companies, along
with four Indian shopping com-
plexeshavefiguredintheUS’2020
editionof theNotoriousMarkets
Listforcounterfeitingandpiracy.
OtherthanSnapdeal, thefour

markets are TankRoad inDelhi,
Heera Panna in Mumbai,
Kidderpore in Kolkata and
MillenniumCentreinAizawl.
In all, the US Trade

Representatives’(USTR)annuallist
has 38 online markets and 34
physicalmarketsthatarereported
toengageinorfacilitatesubstantial
trademark counterfeiting and
copyrightpiracy.
“Snapdeal, one of India’s

largest e-commerceplatforms, is
known as a place to purchase
counterfeitwatches and shoes,”
theUSTRsaid.

AccordingtoaNovember2018
survey,37percentofitscustomers
reportedthattheyhadreceiveda
counterfeit product from
Snapdeal.
Delhi’sTankRoadmarketwas

in the Notorious Markets List
(NML)in2019.“Rightholderscon-
firmthatthismarketcontinuesto
sell counterfeit products, includ-
ing apparel and footwear.
Wholesale counterfeit goodsare
alsoreportedlysuppliedfromthis
markettootherIndianmarkets,in-
cludingGaffarMarket andAjmal
KhanRoad(inDelhi),”itsaid.PTI

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THEWARofwordsbetween the
CongressandtheBJPgovernment
over the list of wilful defaulters
escalated onWednesday, with
former Finance Minister
P Chidambaram accusing
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman of taking shield be-
hind technical rules and asking
thegovernmentwhyithastaken
thetechnicalloanwrite-offroute
for fugitives like Nirav Modi,
MehulChoksiandVijayMallya.
Hitting back at Finance

MinisterNirmalaSitharamanwho
had saidwilful defaulterswere
beneficiariesofphonebankingun-
der the UPA regime and the
NarendraModi government is
chasingthemtorecoverthedues,
he also asked the Government
“breakuptheNPAsintopre-2004,
2004 to2014andpost-2014” ar-
guing that it “will giveusan idea
when the loanswere given and

whichloanshavebecomeNPA.”
“Youkeepon throwing these

accusations that all these loans
weregivenduringtheUPAregime.
Is thegovernment seriously sug-
gesting thatno loansweregiven
after 2014?Or that all the loans
given after 2014 areperforming
loans? Imean,whatdotheytake
thepeopleof India for?Wemay
be stupid, we’re not so stupid.
Loanshavebeengivenafter2014,
loanswere given prior to 2004
also.Givethebreakup?,”hesaid.
Responding to Sitharaman’s

statement thatno loan iswaived
off and thatprovisionsaremade

forNPAsasperthefour-yearpro-
visioning cycle laiddownby the
RBI,Chidambaramaccusedherof
takingshieldbehindthetechnical
rule andaskedwhy is sheapply-
ingthetechnicalruletothosewho
havebeendeclaredafugitiveoran
absconder. “Weunderstand the
technical rulesof theRBI.Weare
notonthetechnicality...Thereare
defaulters,therearewilfuldefault-
ers,therearewilfuldefaulterswho
arestayingbackinIndiafacingin-
quiriesandtryingtheirbesttopay
backandtherearewilfuldefault-
ers,whohavefledIndiaandarebe-
ingdeclaredfugitives.”
“Your RBI rule can apply

maybe to the first, second and
thirdcategories.Afterfouryearsof
fullprovisioningismade,youcan
technicallywriteofftheloan.That
youcandofordefaulters,wilfulde-
faultersandwilfuldefaulterswho
havestayedbackandtryingtoface
an inquiry.Butwhydoyouapply
thatruletoawilfuldefaulterwho
has fled India and your govern-
ment has declared him a fugi-

tive?...Whydoesthisruleapplyto
the Nirav Modis and the Vijay
Mallyasand theMehulChoksis,”
hesaid.TakingadigattheFM,he
said“aFMwhowassilent for the
last37dayshas suddenly sprung
tolifeandsprungtothedefenceof
thesefugitives.Isn’tthatalittlesur-
prisingandironical?”
OnSitharaman’s remark that

scheduledcommercialbankshad
writtenoffRs1.45lakhcroreinthe
UPAperiod,hesaid:“Iamsurebe-
tween2004and2014,bankswere
applying the ruleand technically
writingoff1.6lakhcrore,butbythe
same token, between 2014 and
2019,Modigovernmenthaswrit-
tenoff 6.66 lakh crore. So,when
youmention1.6lakhcroreshould
nottheFMalsomentionthe6.66
lakhcrorerupeesthathergovern-
ment has written off between
2014and2019…..Butthepointwe
are asking is, these are fugitives.
They fled Indiaunder yournose.
Youhavedeclaredthemfugitives
andabsconders.Whyareyouap-
plyingthisruletothem?”hesaid.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

USFEDERALReservepolicymak-
ers onWednesday left interest
ratesnearzeroandrepeatedavow
todowhatittakestoshoreupthe
economy, saying the ongoing
coronaviruspandemicwill“weigh
heavily”onthenear-termoutlook
andposes“considerablerisks”for
themediumterm.
“The Federal Reserve is com-

mitted to using its full range of
tools to support theUSeconomy
in this challenging time, thereby
promotingitsmaximumemploy-
mentandpricestabilitygoals,”the
UScentralbanksaidinastatement
at the end of a two-day policy
meetingheldviavideoconference
becauseof the coronaviruspan-
demic.
With so much uncertainty

aroundtheeconomicoutlook,the

Fedsaiditexpectstomaintainthe
target range for its benchmark
overnight lending rate “until it is
confident that the economyhas
weatheredrecenteventsandison
tracktoachieveitsmaximumem-
ployment and price stability
goals.”
Duringtwoemergencymeet-

ingsinMarch,thecentralbankcut
itsbenchmarkrate toa rangebe-
tweenzeroand0.25percent.

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THEUS economy contracted in
the first quarter at its sharpest
pacesincetheGreatRecessionas
stringentmeasures to slow the
spread of the novel coronavirus
almost shut down the country,
ending the longest expansion in
thenation’shistory.
Thedeclineingrossdomestic

product(GDP)reflectedaplunge
in economic activity in the last
twoweeksofMarch,which saw
millions of Americans seeking
unemployment benefits. The
CommerceDepartment’s snap-
shot of first-quarter GDP on
Wednesday reinforced analysts’

predictions that the economy
wasalreadyinadeeprecession.
“The economywill continue

to fall until the country opens
backup,”saidChrisRupkey,chief
economistatMUFGinNewYork.
“If the economy fell this hard in

the first quarter,with less thana
monthofpandemiclockdownfor
most states, don’t ask how far it
willcraterinthesecondquarter.”
Gross domestic product de-

clinedata4.8percentannualised
rate last quarter,weigheddown
by sharpdecreases in consumer
spendingandadrawdownof in-
ventory at businesses. Thatwas
the steepest pace of contraction
in GDP since Q4 of 2008— the
height of theGreat Recession. A
deepening downturn in invest-
mentbybusinesseswasanother
major factor in the slump last
quarter, helping to overshadow
positive news from a shrinking
import bill, the housingmarket
andmore spending by the gov-
ernment.

Aimistoboost
infrastructure
investments

AGGRESSIVEPUSHtowardsassetsales,monetisationof
infrastructureassets,settingupofdevelopmentfinance
institutionsandstrengtheningthemunicipalbondmarket
aresomemeasuressuggestedbyagovernmentpanelto
boostinfrastructureinvestments.Thepanelhasdrawnupa
NationalInfrastructurePipelinetobringgreaterfocusinthis
area,whichiscrucialtoboostingeconomicgrowth.

2020-25 infra fundingpeggedat`111Lcr:
Energy, roads, railways toget lion’sshare

US GDP contracts 4.8% in Q1,
sharpest fall since Great Recession

‘GSK plans to sell HUL stake’
REUTERS
BENGALURU,APRIL29

BRITISH DRUGMAKER
GlaxoSmithKline Plc is planning
a sale of its $3.7-billion stake in
Unilever Ltd’s listed India unit,
Bloomberg News reported on
Wednesday, citingpeople famil-

iarwiththematter.
GSKplanstooffloadpartorall

of its 5.7 per cent holding in
HindustanUnilever Ltd through
aseriesofblocktrades,according
toBloombergNews.
In December 2018, Unilever

struckadealtobuyGSK’sHorlicks
nutritionbusinessfor$3.8billion,
boostingtheAnglo-Dutchgroup’s

positioninIndia.
The deal considerationwas

paid in cash and shares of HUL,
andwas completed earlier this
month.
AGSKspokesmandeclinedto

comment on the matter.
HindustanUnilever did not im-
mediately respond to a request
forcomment.

Americanscall for theendof
the lockdowninCalifornia
onApril26.Reuters

‘27 of top 100 companies can’t
sustain current salary bill’

All the companies covered have an ability to pay their fixed
opex, interest and compensation cost from cash and cash
equivalents for about 5.5 months at the median, it said

Source:
Deloitte/PTI

Asmanyas27of the top100companies listedon theNatio-
nal StockExchangewill not beable to sustain currentwage
bill if revenuedips30per cent ormore, aDeloitte study said
METHODOLOGY
Deloitte conducted a study of
the top 100companies listed
on theNSE in terms ofmarket
capitalisation

Temporarysolution:Dipintocash
balanceorborrowinshortterm

Impactwill be larger since the
cash stuck in inventory and
receivables is likely to increase
in such a scenario

11of the27 vulnerable
companies have a debt to
equity ratio ofmore than 1

`

27companieswon’t be able
to sustain currentwage bill
fromcash profits, if their
revenue dips by30per cent
ormore

Theother fourareTank
RoadinDelhi,Heera
PannainMumbai,
Kidderpore inKolkata
andMillenniumCentre
inAizawl

Snapdeal, 4 shopping
complexes figure in US
Notorious Markets List

US adds 5 of Amazon’s
foreign operations to list
ASSOCIATEDPRESS
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THEUNITED States for the first
time added five of Amazon’s
overseas operations to its list of
“notoriousmarkets” where pi-
ratedgoodsaresold.Thee-com-
mercegiantdismissedthemove
aspartof theTrumpadministra-
tion’s “personal vendetta”
against it.
The Office of the US Trade

Representative onWednesday
added theAmazon.com Inc. do-
mains in Canada, France,
Germany, India and the United

Kingdomtoitsannualblacklist.
USTR cited complaints from

US businesses that consumers
can’t easily tell who is selling
items on theAmazonplatforms
and that the e-commerce com-
pany’s procedures for removing
counterfeitgoods“canbelengthy
andburdensome.’’
Amazon fired back with a

statement Wednesday: “We
strongly disagreewith the char-
acterization of Amazon in this
USTRreport.Thispurelypolitical
act isanotherexampleof thead-
ministrationusingtheUSgovern-
ment to advance a personal
vendettaagainstAmazon.’’

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
WASHINGTON,APRIL29

THE US onWednesday placed
Indiaonthe‘PriorityWatchList’for
lackof sufficientmeasurable im-
provements to its Intellectual
Propertyframeworkonthe“long-
standing” and “newchallenges”
that have negatively affected
American right holders over the
pastyear.
TheUSplaced10countries,in-

cludingIndiaandChina,onthelist,
alleging that enforcementof the
intellectualpropertieshavedeteri-
oratedorremainedatinadequate
levelsandtheAmericanswhorely
ontheirprotectionhavedifficulty
withfairandequitablemarketac-
cess. Thecountriesplacedon the
list by theTrumpadministration
onIntellectualProperty(IP)related
issuesareAlgeria,Argentina,Chile,
China, India, Indonesia, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, Ukraine and
Venezuela.
“TheTrumpadministration is

committedtoholdingintellectual

propertyrightsviolatorsaccount-
ableandtoensuringthatUSinno-
vatorsandcreatorshaveafulland
fair opportunity touseandprofit
from theirwork,” saidUS Trade
RepresentativeRobert Lighthizer
afterthereleaseofannualSpecial
301Report on theadequacyand
effectivenessof tradingpartners’
protectionof IPrights.
Initsreport,theUSTRsaidthat

India had been placed on the
‘PriorityWatchList’forlackofsuf-
ficientmeasurableimprovements
to its IP frameworkon the “long-
standing” and “newchallenges”
that havenegatively affectedUS
rightholdersoverthepastyear.

BRIEFLY
Ex-FinSecyis
PESBchief
NewDelhi:Ex-financesecre-
taryRajiv Kumarhas been
namedPESBchairperson.PTI

ILO:305million
jobsmaybelost
Geneva: The ILOestimated
305million full-time jobs
couldbelostinQ2.AP

ADBapproves
$346mnloan
New Delhi: The Asian
Development Bank on
Wednesday said it has ap-
proveda$346-million loan
to the government to pro-
videreliablepowerconnec-
tion in rural areas of
Maharashtra. The loanwill
support the state govern-
ment'shighvoltagedistribu-
tionsystemprogrammefor
newgrid-connected rural
agricultural customers
across the state, said
themulti-lateral funding
agency.PTI

NMCfounder
onprivateprobe
Dubai:NMCHealthfounder
BRShetty saidaprobecon-
ductedbyhisownadvisors
has found alleged fraud at
thefirmandFinablr.

‘Groupsurge
delayindigitaltax’
NewDelhi:Lobbyinggroups
haveurged India todelay a
newdigital tax thatwill hit
firms like Facebook and
Google.REUTERS

■TheUSTRsaidIndia
hadbeenplacedonthe
‘PriorityWatchList’ for
lackofsufficientmea-
surableimprovements
toits IPframework.

‘LACKOFMEASURABLE
IMPROVEMENTS’

US places India on ‘Priority
Watch List’ for IP protection

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL29

SMALLINDUSTRIESDevelopment
BankofIndia(Sidbi)haslaunched
aspecial liquidityschemeformi-
cro,smallandmediumenterprises
(MSMEs), small finance banks
(SFBs), non-banking financial
companies andmicrofinance in-
stitutions(MFIs)throughbanks.
Theschemewouldprovidefi-

nancial support tobanks,NBFCs
andMFIsbywayof termloansto
ensureoperationalcontinuityand
promote onward lending to
MSMEs. The tenorof these loans
willbe90days.
Mohammad Mustafa,

ChairmanandManagingDirector
ofSidbisaid,“Wewereprovideda
special liquiditywindow of Rs
15,000crorebytheRBI...Thefunds
will be channalised toMSMEs
througheligiblebanks,NBFCsand
MFIs.”

Sidbi launches
liquidity window
for MSMEs, SFBs,
NBFCs and MFIs

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL29

DOMESTIC INDICES rose on
Wednesday as global markets
edgedupaheadof USeconomic
growth figures and a Federal
Reserve rate decisionwhile in-
vestors seemedbuoyedasmore
governments, including India,
plannedtoeaseanti-viruscontrols
andallowsomebusinesses tore-
open.TheSensexrose606points,
or1.89per cent, to32,720.16and
theNSENifty Index gained 172
pointsat9,553.35
The rupee strengthened as

muchas52paiseagainstthedol-
lar tomoveabove the76mark to
75.66inthewakeoftheimprove-
mentinglobalriskenvironment.
Analysts saidmarketscontin-

uedtheirmomentumforthethird
consecutive session and ended
withstronggainstrackingencour-
agingglobalcues.
Oil prices surged after US

crude stockpiles grew less than
expected and gasoline posted a
surprisedraw.Brentcrudefutures
were up $2.23, or 11per cent, at
$22.69abarrelby12:05p.m.EDT
(1605 GMT). US WTI futures
soared $3.58, or 29 per cent, to
$15.92abarrel.

Sensex rises 606 points on
easing of curbs, Fed meet

SC turns down Vodafone
Idea plea for immediate
tax refund of `4,759 crore
AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

INAsetbacktoVodafoneIdea,the
SupremeCourt (SC)Wednesday
rejectedthetelco’splea,askingthe
IncomeTax (I-T)Department to
process anddeposit tax refunds
worthRs4,759.7 crore. Theapex
courtsaidtheauthoritieswerejus-
tifiedinholdingbackrefundsun-
tiltaxreturnsofthecompanywas
perusedbytheauthorities.
TheSC,however,askedtheI-T

department to takeadecisionon
thependingtaxrefundsassoonas
possible.
I-T department authorities

havekepttaxrefundsofthecom-
panybetween assessment year
(AY)2012and2017, in abeyance,
claiming that the returns of the
companyfortheseyearswere“un-
der scrutiny” and since a notice
hadbeen issued to the company

contending the returns theyhad
filed, the refund need not be
processed immediately. The said
taxrefundsbetweenAY2012and
2017havebeenwithheldbyau-
thoritiesforvariousreasons,such
as transfer pricing adjustment,
capitalisationof license fees, 3G
spectrumfees, andasset restora-
tionobligation.
VodafoneIdeahadsoughttax

refundsof Rs4,759.7 crore from
theI-Tdepartment,claimingthat
its tax returns betweenAY2012
and2017hadnotbeenprocessed
bytheauthoritiesdespiterepeated
remindersonthesame.
ThoughtheSCdirectedI-Tto

process Vodafone Idea’s tax re-
funds worth Rs 733 crore for
AY2014-15within four weeks,
thereliefcouldbeshortlived.The
department had raised addi-
tionaltaxdemandofRs582crore
forAY2015-16,which is stuck in
litigation.

Fed sticks to zero rate
pledge, vows to utilise
tools to help economy

USFedChairJeromePowell.File

FormerFinanceMinister
PChidambaram. Express file

List of defaulters: Chidambaram accuses
FM of taking shield behind technical rules

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,APRIL29

THE CONGRESS Wednesday
asked PrimeMinisterNarendra
Moditotakeurgentstepsandan-
nounceafinancialassistancepack-
age to protect the wages and
salaries of about11 crorepeople
working in theMicro, Small and
MediumEnterprises(MSME)sec-
tor, and apaychequeprotection
programmeon the linesofwhat
theUShadannouncedforanother
1croreemployeeswithincomeof
lessthanRs3.5lakhayear.
Addressingapressconference,

former Finance Minister
PChidambaramlashedoutatthe
NDAgovernment for remaining
“non-committal oneverything”,
beitanexitstrategyafterthelock-
down,financialassistancetostates
orafinancialpackageorassistance
forbusinesses.Hesaidmonetisa-
tionofthefiscaldeficitshouldnot

beseenasa“no-goarea”.
“The time tomakebolddeci-

sions to saveMSMEs is now. If
businessesdonot seehope, they
will decide to close. Thegovern-
menthas to step in today topro-
tect11croreIndiansandgivehope
toMSMEs. It is bewildering that
there has been absolutely no fi-
nancialpackageorassistancean-
nounced forbusinesses since the
onsetof COVID-19,”he said, ask-
ing thegovernment toannounce
Rs1lakhcroreaswageprotection
assistance to help MSMEs pay
wages and salaries forApril and
anotherRs1 lakhcrore for credit
guaranteefundforMSMEs.

“The time tomakebold
decisions to saveMSMEs
is now. If businessesdo
not seehope, theywill
decide to close”
PCHIDAMBARAM
FORMERFINANCEMINISTER

‘Govt has to step in to
protect 11 crore Indians,
give hope to MSMEs’
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Counting the zeroes in ‘zero year’
Experts feel cancelling IPL 2020will benefit all stakeholders but BCCI not too keen to add extra year to Star contract

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, APRIL 29

LEGALEXPERTSandmarket-watchers,assess-
ingthe impactof theCOVID-19pandemicon
sports, feel that thecancellationof thisyear’s
IndianPremierLeaguemightbethebest-case
scenarioforallstakeholders.
Advising against delaying or shortening

of the season, they say that by considering
2020 as a ‘zero year’, the broadcaster, Star,
andBCCIwillbeabletodealwiththepresent
economicuncertaintybetterandalsobene-
fit in the longrun.
“Sincethepandemicwillresultinachange

of timelines or loss of a season, broadcasters
willneedtoreviewtheircontractswithevent
organisers. Theymayconsiderextending the
termof theircontract to includeanextrasea-
sonwhereaseasonhasbeencancelled,”apa-
perproducedbylawyerNandanKamath’sfirm
LawNKsays.
However, BCCI hasn't yet givenupon the

IPLidea.Earlierthismonth,BCCIsecretaryJay
Shahhadsaid:“TheBCCIwillcontinuetomon-
itor and review the situation regarding apo-
tentialstartdateinclosepartnershipwithallof
itsstakeholdersandwillcontinuetotakeguid-
ancefromtheGovernmentofIndia,stategov-
ernmentsandotherstateregulatorybodies.”
OntheimpactofthepandemicontheStar-

BCCIdeal,atopBCCIofficialsaid:“Wewillkeep
consultingthegovernmentand,basedontheir
inputs,itwillbedecidediftheIPLcantakeplace
ornot.As fortheStardeal, it’s tooearlytotalk
aboutit.”
However,withmostmegasportingevents

aroundtheworld-Olympics,GrandSlamten-
nis,Europeanfootballchampionship-getting
cancelledorpostponedbyayear,thechances
of IPLSeason13takingplaceseembleak.
This,accordingtolawyerAnishDayal,who

specialisesinsportslawandIPLcontracts,is“a
clear situation of forcemajeure”. Explaining
thelegalterm,hesays,“Forcemajeureallows
thesuspensionofobligationsandthiswillhelp
both,theBCCIandfranchises,tomutuallydis-
cussmitigationof thelossthatarises.”
However, the trickyproblem for theBCCI

will be the implementationof the ‘forcema-
jeure’clauseinthebroadcastingdealwithStar
that has promised to pay the Indian board
`16,347.50croreoverfiveyearstill2022.
Aspart of their 2020obligation, Starhas

alreadypaidtheBCCIapproximately`1,500
croreasanadvanceforthisseason’sIPL.BCCI
officialsinsistthatinthecaseofcancellation,
and the enforcement of ‘forcemajeure’, the
boardwill return theadvancepayment. “Of
course,wewill return the amount,” said an
official.
Sports lawyerVidushpatSinghania,man-

agingpartnerof KridaLegal, saysnoneof the
partiesmayhave to pay anypenalties if the
forcemajeureclause is invoked.Additionally,
they can consider Season13 as a ‘zero year’,
andnegotiatetoaddanextrayearattheendof
thecontracttorecoverlosses.
“Itdependsonhowthecontractisworded.

If it isayearlyrestriction,theywillhavetone-
gotiate another year.However, if it is season-
wise, then the contractwill continue till the
particular number of seasons are played,”
Singhaniasays.
Theideaofcontractextensionhasn'tfound

takersintheBCCI.“Thatmightnotbepossible.
WewillgoforafreshtenderoncetheStardeal
endsin2022,”anofficialsaid.
However, if the tournament is held in

October–anoption theBCCI is exploring– it
could result in Star losingout onadvertising
revenuedue to a combination of factors, in-
cluding thegloomyeconomicoutlook,while
stillhavingtopaytheentirerightsfees.
A truncated andpostponed IPLwill force

Startore-negotiatedealswithadvertiserswho
havealreadybookedIPLslotskeepinginmind
theoriginalApril-Mayslot.An IPL later in the
year could see themchanging theirminds. A
productlaunchorpromotionofseasonalgoods
can’tbeexpectedtobeshowcasedon-airifthe
IPL’sschedulechanges.
“In such scenarios, theymaybe forced to

renegotiate on existing bookings, rates and
packages,” Kamath,whohas previously ad-
visedtheBCCIandotherstakeholdersonvar-
iousissues,says.
AnotherpredicamentthatStarcouldfaceis

thedropinadvertisingspendinginthecoming
monthsbecauseoftheCOVID-19-forcedeco-
nomic slump. There are thosewho feel that
evenBCCImight face the sameproblem. “In
case they somehow do hold Season 13 in
September-October this year, as it has been
proposed,withinmonths theywill have to
hold Season14 inApril, 2021. Theseback-to-
backIPLswilldryuptheadvertisers.Amarket
dealingwithaslowdownwillnotbeconducive
foranotherIPL,”saysaBCCImember.
Hegoeson toadd that theBoard, incase

itholdsanIPLthisyear,willhavetostart the
processof invitingbidsforanewbroadcaster
in2021.“Thefinancialslumpwillmeanthey
won’t get good money for the TV deal.
Delaying the tender process and pushing
back the broadcast rights auctionwill be a
wisedecision.”

Thedecisionwon’tbesostraightforwardasahostofothercommercialaspectswillbedecidedonwhethertheseasoniscancelledortruncatedaswellaspossiblevisa
restrictions,whichcouldhaveanimpactonviewershipandsponsorinterest. BCCIfile

JAMESWAGNER&KENBELSON
APRIL29

DR. ANTHONY S. Fauci, the leading public
healthexpertonPresidentTrump’scoronavirus
taskforce,saidthisweekthat itmightbevery
difficultformajorsportsintheUnitedStates to
returntoactionthisyear. “Safety, for theplay-
ersandforthefans,trumpseverything,”hesaid.
“If you can’t guarantee safety, thenunfortu-
natelyyou’regoingtohavetobitethebulletand
say, ‘Wemayhavetogowithoutthissport for
thisseason.’”
Dr. Fauci, the director of the National

InstituteofAllergyandInfectiousDiseasessince
1984, is anavid runnerwhogrewupplaying
basketball and baseball, is a fan of the
Washington Nationals and the New York
Yankees.He sayshewill feel comfortable re-
turning toa stadiumwhen the level of infec-
tionisfarlowerthanitisnow.Excerpts:

WagnerandBelson:Whenandhowcan
sportsreturn?
Whatweneed todo is get it, as a country

andasindividuallocations,undercontrol.That
sometimes takes longer thanyouwould like,
andifweletourdesiretoprematurelygetback

tonormal,wecanonlygetourselvesrightback
inthesameholewewereinafewweeksago.
We’vegot tomakesure thatwhenwetry

togetback tonormal, includingbeingable to
playbaseballinthesummerandfootballinthe
fallandbasketballinthewinter,thatwhenwe
docomeback to some formof normality,we
do it gradually andcarefully.Andwhencases
dostarttorebound—whichtheywill,nodoubt
—thatwehavethecapabilityofidentifying,iso-
latingandcontacttracing.

Sportsareabusiness,andtheyhavea
financialimperative.Somegovernorsand
mayorshavediscussedthepossibilityof
sportsreturningwithoutfans.Butthere
arestillhundredsofstaffmemberswho
havetorunthestadium,theclubhouse.
Whatneedstobedonetomakesure
they’realsosafe?
Thethingsweneedtodotothebestofour

abilityaretryandkeepthesix-footdistanceand
wear face coverings.Anddo thekindof pure
hygienethingsyoudotopreventthespreadof
respiratory infections:washing hands fre-
quently;wearinggloves,particularlyfoodserv-
ice,andtheydothatanyway;changinggloves
frequently.And if youare ina stadium,make
surethatiftherearepeoplethere,theymaintain

thatphysicaldistancebecausethevirusdoes-
n’ttravelthatmuchfartherthanthat.Ifyoucan
dothat, it isn’tcompletely freeof risk,butyou
diminishtherisksubstantially. Thedensityof
theinfectioninthecommunitywilldictatethe
degree towhichyoucan loosenup. I’ve said
thatmany times that the virus decideshow
quicklyyou’regoingtogetbacktonormal.

Allsportsaren’tcreatedequal.Golfmight
bemoresuitedtomaintainingdistance,
butitwouldbeharderinbasketballor
hockey.Whatcanbedone?
You’vegottobereallycreative.That’sgoing

tobemoredifficultandmoreproblematic.But
youknow, therehavebeensomesuggestions
thatifyouwanttohaveasituationwhereplay-

ersaregoingtohavetocomeintocontact, like
basketball,therearecertainthingsyoucando.
Itmaynotwork. I’mnotsayingthis istheway
togo,butyouwanttoat leastconsiderhaving
players, if they’regoingtoplay,playinfrontof
aTVcamerawithoutpeople in theaudience.
And then test all the players andmake sure
they’re negative and keep them in a place
where theydon’thavecontactwithanybody
on theoutsidewhoyoudon’t knowwhether
they’repositiveornegative.
That’s going tobe logisticallydifficult, but

there’s at least thepossibilityof doing that. In
otherwords,wesaid that forbaseball, get the
playersinMajorLeagueBaseball,getacoupleof
cities anda coupleof hotels, get themtested
andkeepthemsegregated.Iknowit’sgoingto
bedifficultforthemnottobeoutinsociety,but
thatmaybe theprice youpay if youwant to
playball.

Isitevenfairtothinkaboutsportsleagues
andteamsgettingbroadaccesstotestingif
thegeneralpublicorotherindustries
aren’tgettingthesame?
I hopewhenweget to that point,when

we’re going to try andget the sports figures
tested, thenwewillhaveenoughtestssothat
anybodywhoneedsatestcangetatest.

Sportsareanunusualbusinessbecause
athletesareinclosequartersformany
months.Whatkindofrunwaydoleagues
needtostartupagain?
That’sthereasonIstresstheideaoftesting

everybodyandhavingavailableforthemtests
fromwhichyoucangetaresultimmediately...
I don’twant tomake this conversationsound
likeit’sgoingtobeaneasything.Wemaynotbe
abletopullthisoff.We’regoingtohavetosee:
Isitdoable?Dowehavethecapabilityofdoing
itsafely?Becausesafety,fortheplayersandfor
thefans, trumpseverything. If youcan’tguar-
antee safety, thenunfortunatelyyou’regoing
tohavetobitethebulletandsay,“Wemayhave
togowithoutthissportforthisseason.”

Somepeopleareclamouringforsportsto
resume,includingMr.Trump.Doyou
thinkthatisthecorrectimpulse?
There’sadifferencebetweenanimpulse

andwhatyou’regoing todo.Youdon’thave
to act on every impulse. I would love to be
able to have all sports back. But as a health
officialandaphysicianandascientist, Ihave
tosay,rightnow,whenyoulookatthecoun-
try,we’renotreadyforthatyet.Wemightbe
ready,dependinguponwhatthesportis.But
rightnow,we’renot.NYT

AnthonyFauci,theleadingpublichealthexpertonUSPresidentDonaldTrump’s
coronavirustaskforce,saidthatreturnofsportsmusthappengradually.Reuters

How suspension of obligations through
force majeure can mitigate losses
Whatisforcemajeure?
It’saneventbeyondthecontrolofaparty;

something that couldnot be foreseen at the
time of entering into an agreement - in the
present circumstances, the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Isthepandemicaforcemajeureevent?
Totrigger theclause, theBCCIwillhaveto

provethatitwasn’tjustinconvenient,butim-
possible,forthemtoholdthetournamentbe-
causeofeventsbeyondtheircontrol.According
tolawyerAnishDayal,whospecialisesinsports
lawandhasadvisedonIPLcontracts,thepres-
ent situation– theCOVID-19pandemic and
the government imposed lockdown – “is
clearlyaneventof forcemajeure”.

Whathappensifforcemajeureisinvoked?
ItwillgiveIPLstakeholders–BCCI,broad-

casters, franchises, players, andadvertisers –
temporary reprieve as theywouldno longer
betieddownbytheircontractualobligations.
Thiscanpossiblyhelpthepartiesarriveatane-
gotiated settlement by coming to the table
with a clean slate, not burdened by strict
clauses.“Forcemajeureallowsthesuspension
ofobligationsandthiswillhelpboth,theBCCI
andfranchises,tomutuallydiscussmitigation
of thelossarising,”Dayalsays.

WhathappenstotheBCCI-Stardeal?
The fate of this deal hasworried all IPL

stakeholders themost. As is the casewith all
sportingleagues,itisthemediarightsrevenue
thatkeepscricket’s biggestbrandrunning. In
2017,StarIndiaboughtthebroadcastingrights
of the tournamentandpromisedtopayBCCI
`16,347.50croreoverfiveyears.Earlierthisyear,

aspartofthedeal,thebroadcastingbehemoth
alreadypaidBCCI close to `1,500 crore–half
of thisseason’sinstallment.
Onthefaceofit,incasethe“forcemajeure”

clausecomesintoplayandIPLgetscancelled,
theBCCIwillhavetorefundtheadvancepay-
menttoStar.However,itisopentointerpreta-
tion.ChancesaretheBCCImight justreturna
partoftheadvancebringingintheimagerights
clause. Those in the know
also say that there is also a
possibility that the amount
couldbecarriedovertonext
yearandconsideredasanad-
vancefornextseason.

WillStargetanextrayearincasethis
seasoniscancelled?
That'sthebest-casescenarioforStarinthe

presentcircumstances.Expertssaythatincase
thetournamentdoesnot takeplacethisyear,
Season13canbeconsidereda ‘zeroyear’. An
extra yearwouldmeanStar getting another
seasontorecoveritslosses.

Willthefranchiseshavetopaytheplayers
if theseasoniscancelled?
Thefranchise-playercontracthastwomain

paymentconditions:theplayerneedstopass
a fitness testandhastogetabonafideno-ob-
jection certificate from national boards.
According to those in theknow, the contract
doesnotcontemplatecancellationofaseason.
Inanormalseason,afranchisehastopay60

percentofaplayer’sfeebyApril30.Sofar,none
of theplayers havebeenpaid for the season.
However,if theseasoniscancelledbecauseof
thepandemic,thefranchiseswillprobablynot
have topay theplayers. “The cancellationof

theIPLbytheBCCIislikelytobetreatedasforce
majeure in the context of player contracts.
Unless theBCCIdecidesotherwise, payment
obligations toplayerswill stand suspended,”
saysnotedlawyerNandanKamath.

Whathappensiftheseasonispostponed
andtruncated?
According toVidushpat Singhania,man-

agingpartnerofKridaLegal,
if the IPL is postponed “the
player can still performhis
duty,whichmeansthefran-
chiseswill have to pay the
playerhisfull fees”.

Incaseofatruncatedseason,itwilldepend
onwhether there is a clause relating to vari-
ablepay.However,itislikelythattherewillbe
apaycutacrosstheboard–fromplayersalaries
tobroadcastpayments–incasetheIPLseason
isshortenedand/orheldbehindcloseddoors.
AsperapaperproducedbyKamath’sfirm

LawNK,broadcastersmightalsofacere-nego-
tiationandrefundrequests fromtheir adver-
tisers,whohave alreadybooked spots. This
meansthat theadvertisementsales foraspe-
cific period (for example, a mobile phone
launchor summer-specificproducts)mayno
longerberelevantifthetournamentisheldin,
say,October. “In such scenarios, theymaybe
forcedtorenegotiateonexistingbookings,rates
andpackages,”Kamathsays.Anotherpredica-
mentStarcouldfaceisthedropinadvertising
spendinginthecomingmonths.Accordingto
reports, before the crisis hit, thebroadcaster
wassellinga10-secondadvertisementslotfor
`13-14 lakhs. The slowdown could impact
theseestimatesincasethetournamentisheld
thisyear. MIHIRVASAVDA

SIMPLY
PUT

‘Don’t have to act on impulse... we are not ready to have all sports back’
DR ANTHONY FAUCI

‘Difficult’ to
host Olympics if
pandemic not
contained: Abe

AGENCEFRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO, APRIL 29

JAPANESEPRIMEMinisterShinzoAbesaidon
WednesdaythattheTokyoOlympicscouldnot
take place next year unless the coronavirus
pandemic is contained, as thecity'sgovernor
calledforanextensionofthenationwidestate
of emergency. The International Olympic
CommitteeandtheJapanesegovernmentlast
monthpostponed theGamesuntil July2021
becauseofthecoronaviruscrisis.Withtheepi-
demic'sworldwideinfectionrateclimbingand
expertssuggestingavaccineisalongwayoff,
doubtshavebeenraisedaboutthechancesof
holdingthehugeeventnextyear.
"We've been saying the Olympic and

ParalympicGamesmustbeheldinacomplete
form,inthatathletesandspectatorscanallpar-
ticipatesafely. Itwouldbe impossible tohold
theGamesinsuchacompleteformunlessthe
coronaviruspandemiciscontained,"Abesaid
inresponsetoanoppositionlawmaker.
Abe's summaryof the situationwas later

underlinedbyIOCPresidentThomasBach.
"The IOC fully agreeswith thepositionof

PrimeMinisterAbe,"Bachsaidinresponseto
aquestionfromReuters."Fromtheverybegin-
ningofthiscrisis,weestablishedtheprinciple
that theOlympic andParalympicGames can
only be organised in a safe environment for
everyone involved. This principle has driven
all our decisions so far, andwe remain com-
mittedtoitinthefuture."Abehasstakedpart
ofhislegacyasJapan'slongest-servingpremier
onholding theGames andwashoping for a
boom in tourism and consumer spending.
Japanhasgatheredsome$3billionindomes-
ticsponsorship,anOlympicrecord,andspent
closeto$13billiononpreparations.
The primeminister said onWednesday

thattheOlympics"mustbeheldinawaythat
showstheworldhaswonitsbattleagainstthe
coronavirus pandemic," and cautioned that
Japanshould"braceforaprotractedbattle".
Tokyo confirmed 47 new infections on

Wednesday.Thenationaltallystandsat13,895
infections, including 413 deaths, national
broadcasterNHKsaid.
Abe'scommentsechoedstatementsmade

byother senior Japanese officials thisweek.
Tokyo2020presidentYoshiroMoritoldNikkan
Sports onTuesday that theGameswouldbe
"scrapped"iftheycouldnottakeplacein2021.
TheheadoftheJapanMedicalAssociation

(JMA),YoshitakeYokokura, toldanewsbrief-
ingonTuesday that "unless aneffective vac-
cine is developed, I expect hosting the
Olympicswillbedifficult.”

Aspartof their2020obligation,
StarhasalreadypaidtheBCCI
approximately`1,500croreas
anadvanceforthisseason’s IPL.
Those intheknowsaythat in
thecaseof cancellation,andthe
enforcementof ‘forcemajeure’,
BCCI isexpectedtoreturnapart
oforthefulladvancepayment.

BOOKIE INSHAKIBCASEBANNED
ICC handed a 2-year ban to Deepak Agarwal, a franchise owner
in the 2018 T10 League held in the UAE, after he admitted to
obstructing an ongoing investigation. The Indian businessman
was named as the man involved in Bangladesh all-rounder
Shakib Al Hasan getting banned last year .

We'vebeensayingtheOlympicand
ParalympicGamesmustbeheld ina
completeform, inthatathletesand
spectatorscanallparticipate
safely. Itwouldbeimpossibleto
holdtheGamesinsuchacomplete
formunlessthecoronavirus
pandemic iscontained.”

SHINZOABE, JAPANPRIMEMINISTER
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