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SUANSHUKHURANA

ITWASanudgingphonecallfromadoctor
friend in Melbourne that prompted
Palakkad-basedMohiniyattam dancer
MethilDevikatocreateadancepiecewith
coronavirusasthecentraltheme.Shewas-
n’t convinced about the idea of merging
her lyrical classical formwith amedical,
social and economic calamity. So she
decided to understand the psyche of
COVID-19— the virus itself. The result is
herdancepiece,Break theChain.
The performance has her taking the

formof thecoronavirustotell itsstoryvia
dance. To represent it musically, Devika
took an 18th-century Muthuswamy
Dikshitar composition that she had once
used for a separate production on the
Bengal famine.Dressed in red andwhite,

asthecoronavirus,shebecomesademon
withwide eyes and a smirk on her face.
With straight and staccatomovements
andhandgestures,sheattemptstocreate
spikesandacrownonthehead. She then
becomestheoneinfectedandshows,with
herabhinaya, howthevirusspreads from
person to person. Devika concludeswith
howpeoplecanprevent itbyhandwash-
ingandfollowingsocialdistancing.“Iwas-
n’tsurehowitwouldwork.Butithas,”says
Devika, inatelephoneconversation.After
herpieceattractedattentiononline,Kerala
Health Minister KK Shailaja also sent a
message. “She has conveyed a very good
message, making her work significant,”
shesaid.
AroundthetimeDevikawasimitating

the coronavirus, Delhi-based Kathak
dancer, Mrinalini, 26, was attempting a
danceofhopeinthecorridoroftheDwarka

buildingthat she lives in.Shecameacross
poetry bywriter and journalist Kuldeep
Mishra and matched expressions and
movementswithit.Herimpromptupiece
wasquick togoviralonsocialmedia. “My
mother, aKathakdancerherself, received
this poemas an audio file onWhatsApp,
andaskedmetoattemptanabhinayapiece
on it,” saysMrinalini, a student of Kathak
exponentShovanaNarayan.
PhotographerandsarodstudentInnee

Singhhascollaboratedwithhisfriendand
writerShraddhaSinghtocreateHumhain
saath, which features dancers Vidha Lal
(Kathak), Arushi Mudgal (Odissi), Divya
Ravi (Bharatanatyam), Divya Goswami
(Kathak), Dakshina Vaidyanathan
(Bharatanatyam) and Vrinda Chaddha
(Odissi). The poetry in Ravinder Pant’s
voice has Singh’s sarod playing in raag
Desh as the background and all the six
dancers presenting abhinaya.
Bharatanatyamdancer Usha RK, director
of Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural Centre in
Moscow,sawthevideoanddecidedtocre-
ateversionsof it.Thepiecenowhasabout
fiveversions.
WhenNewYork-based ballet dancer

andperformerAshleeMontaguestepped
out onto Times Square to dance late last
month, inagasmask,hergraceandfluid-
ityweren’t lost on theworld. It was a re-
minder of the fact that in the high stakes
battlethattheentireworldisfighting,the
arts are fighting alongside; in an attempt
togivehope,askingtheworldtohavefaith,
andtoevenprevail.
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ON THEWALL

Artists in Seattle are instilling hope by painting
murals on plywoods placed on storefronts. While
Morgan Zion has painted a family with the words
‘Stay Home’ at an ice cream shop, Sydney Pertl has
painted ducks in the Pioneer Square neighbourhood.

Book Mark

Dancing Alone,
Together

SURBHIGUPTA

ReadMeaStory

Listentoyourfavourite
children’s storieswith
MichelleObama (pic-
tured). In the four-
week series, every
Mondayavideoofthe
formerFirstLadygoes
live, at9.30pmIST,on

PBSKids’YouTubechannel.Inpartnership
withPenguinYoungReadersandRandom
HouseChildren’sBooks,itstartedwithJulia
DonaldsonandAxelScheffler’sTheGruffalo.
OnMay4,ObamawillreadElizaWheeler’s
Miss Maple’s Seeds, and on
May 11 listen to Eric Carle’s The Very
HungryCaterpillar.

Found inTranslation
Through ‘Translation
Thursdays’,writerand
translator Mohini
Gupta attempts to
bring translation into
focusthroughsessions
hostedonZoomwith
celebratedtranslators.

AfterMamta Sagar and Jerry Pinto, this
week’s sessionwill bewithRitaKothari
(pictured),whohastranslatedseveralworks
fromGujarati toEnglish. For registration,
follow Mother Tongue Twisters on
FacebookorInstagram.

TipsandTricks
BritishwriterNikeshShuklaandpoet

NikitaGillarerunninga“writingclinic”on
Instagram.Keep a tabof the sessions on
their handles@nikeshshuklawriter and
@nikita_gill,wheretheymeetonMonday
eveningsfor30minutestodiscussaspects
relatedtostorytellingandwriting.

Let’s Talk
Throughitsdigitalinitiative,RoliPulse,

publishinghouseRoliBookshasbeenhost-
ingpodcasts,debatesandvirtualbookclubs
every week. There will be a panel on
‘MentalHealth in theLockdown’onApril
29. Publishers Urvashi Butalia,Michael
DwyerandNaveenKishorewilltalkabout
‘The Nuts and Bolts of Independent
Publishing’withHalRobinsononMay1.

VANDANAKALRA

BritishMuseum, London

The interactive museum website
allows visitors to view its collection ac-
cording to areas of interest — from the
region to themedium.Visitors can also
browse through the highlights, which
include a mid-20th century wooden
shield from West Papua, Raphael’s
drawing for his painting of the ‘Virgin
and Child’, and the Lewis Chessmen
(1150-1200) made of ivory. The mu-
seumalsosharesstoriesof itscollectors.
There are podcasts on a range of sub-
jects, including scientist Kate Fulcher’s
researchon the ancient Egyptian coffin
residue ‘black goo’, and an exploration
ofhowwomenhaveinteractedwiththe
museumsince its opening in 1759.

LouvreMuseum, Paris
Oneof theworld’smost visitedmu-

seums,manyof its exhibits canbe seen
online. There’s Leonardo da Vinci’s
much-recognisedMonaLisaandEugene
Delacroix’s Liberty Leading the People.
Therearealsovirtual toursof threeof its
galleries.WhiletheEgyptianAntiquities
section has collections from the
Pharaonicperiod,Galeried’Apollon,de-
stroyedby fire in1661, features ceilings
with renowned paintings. A tour of

Louvre’s Moat tells the tale of its past.
Built as a fortress by French king
Philippe Auguste in 1190, it was in-
tended toprotect Paris fromanattack.

Uffizi Gallery, Florence
DesignedbyGiorgioVasari in 1560,

theUffiziGallery ishometoseveral cel-
ebratedworksof art, specially fromthe
Renaissance period. Its collection can
be viewed online on Google Arts &
Culture. Search for Sandro Botticelli’s
TheBirthofVenus inasectiondedicated
to the Italian artist, and also look for
FedericoBarocci’sprintsanddrawings.
Learn about Piero di Cosimo’s Perseus
Freeing Andromeda, Cimabue’s The
Santa Trinita Maesta, and Amico
Aspertini’s drawings.

Van GoghMuseum,
Amsterdam
Home to the biggest collection of

paintingsbyVincent vanGogh,most of
the works, including his much-cele-
brated Self-portrait (1888) and
Sunflowers (1889),canbeviewedonline.
Eachworkisaccompaniedbyadetailed
description.Apart fromtheDutchmas-
ter, theshowcasealso includesworksof
some of his contemporaries and artist
friends suchasPaulGauguinandEmile
Bernard. The museum website also
shares theartist’s lettersandschool les-
sons basedonhiswork.

Step Outside
the White Cube
TakeatourofmuseumsinEurope from
thecomfortof yourhome

TheLewisChessmenat theBritishMuseum;(right)VincentvanGogh’s
self-portraitat themuseuminAmsterdam

MethilDevika; (right)Mrinalini

Theliterarycommunity
isofferingtalksand
storytellingsessionsonline

In theseunprecedentedtimes, classicaldancers
areattemptingtocreateawarenessandprovide

hopethroughonlineperformances

CROSSWORD4104

ACROSS

1 One’s tried foramilitaryand
domesticoffence (9)

8 Engagement ring?(5)

9 Does it carrychain letters?
(7)

10 Equip for touringaround,but
notnorth (3,3)

11 Hastentoprovide foreign
capital (6)

12 Growingtiredof signalling?
(8)

15 Itwasoncethetalkof India
(8)

18 Frenchmanwhocouldn’t
adapt toanewregime?
(6)

20 Disinclinedtoserveastew
(6)

21 Blackmark forcopper (7)

22 Typewhich is theverybest
(5)

23 Shemaysuityou(9)

DOWN

2 Takesomereflexaction(5)

3 Shehasan inclination,we
hear (6)

4 Side-to-sidemovement in
footballperhaps (8)

5 Identifyingmanfuddled
withgin (6)

6 Security is lifted in thestore
(7)

7 Theactors Iget the
spectators tocriticise
(9)

11 Renegadesstopatsea
perhaps (9)

13 Seeking togainamonopoly
evenso?(5,3)

14 Succeed ingettingawoman
totake iton(7)

16 LotofArabs (6)

17 Anumberget inner
sustenance(6)

19 Breakssupports (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Theentiremoodof
thetimes is still very
emotional, andnota
littlemysterious.

You’ll soonfindyour feetbut, to
startwith, thebest thingyou
cando isprobably tooperateon
thebasisof yourdreamsand
imagination, rather thanon
someallegeddefinitionof so-
called ‘reality’.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Youhaveeveryright
todoasyouplease,
evenmoreso
becauseothershave

letyoudown.Whyshouldyou
relyonthosewhohaveproved
unreliable?However, such
feelingsgoagainst thegrain
and,atwork,especially,you
shouldpayall respectdue
toauthority.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
There isabsolutely
nothingwrongwith
beingambitious.The
trouble is thatyou

want tocomeoutontop,but
you’realsousuallyvery
idealistic.Avoidthe
tendencyto judgeyourself a
failurewhenall aroundyou
peopleare impressedby
yoursuccess.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Ahomeordomestic
matterhasbeen
responsible for the
oddsleeplessnight.

However,youmaynowbeable
to identify thedeeperpattern
andhencethepurpose inrecent
personaldifficulties.Youmight
evenfindthatadelay is really to
youradvantage.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Otherpeoplemay
havebeendragging
their feet, andno
doubt theywill

continue todoso.Youmaybe
evenmore impatient than
usual.However, there
arenowdistinct signsof
movement, andyoucanpush
thingsalongby thesimple
matterof gettingpeople to talk
toeachother.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Even if youdiscover
thatsomeone isnot
afterall aparagonof
virtuethere isno

needtobedisillusioned.
Thiswouldnotbethe
first timethat they
have failedthetest.Haveyou
consideredthepossibility that
yourstandardsarea little
tooexacting?

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Youshouldbe in
highspirits. If you’re
not, it’sbecauseyou
are failing toseethe

obvious.Thecorrectcourse to
followisonewhichbringsout
yourconfidencethrough
learningnewskills. It isnever
too late tosignupforacourse,
classor trainingprogramme.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Sometimesyou’lldo
anythingtostandup
to freshchallenges,
butyouhavebeen

drifting towardsescapism
recently.Thebestadvicenowis
to turnandface thequestions
fromwhichyou’vebeen
runningaway.Youmaynot
getall theanswers,butat
leastyou’ll reachsomesort
of resolution.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
You’remainly
concernedwith
privateandpersonal
matters rather than

professionalones.What is
agreedor finalisednowcould
safeguardyour long-term
comfortandsecurity. It’sall
downtoSaturn,planetof
stability, a thoroughlymature
planetas ithappens:you’re
growingupfast.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
Slowlybutsurely the
overallplanetary
picture iseasing.
However, there is

one lasthurdle toclearbefore
youcantrulyrelaxandputyour
feetup.Foryourownsakedo
not tieothers tocommitments
theycan’t fulfil, butgive them
thetimeandspace theyneedto
cometotheirownconclusions.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youmaymakea
determinedeffort to
relax today-and
giveextra thought to

your long-termplans. It’soneof
those friendlyperiodswhen
othersseemtobeparticularly
susceptible toyouradvances,
andwhenyoursuggestions
shouldgodownwell.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Youare feeling
extra-sensitive
today.Asyour
planetaryaspects

aresupportiveyoushould feel
mainlyhopefulabout the
future.Youmaygive in toyour
sentimental feelingsandput
real life tooneside—at least
inquestionswhichdon’t
reallymatter.
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DifficultyLevel2s

Instructions

TosolveaSudokupuzzle,

everydigitfrom1to9

mustappear ineachofthe

nineverticalcolumns, in

eachoftheninehorizontal

rowsandineachofthe

nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel

1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;

3s=Medium;4s=Hard;

5s=VeryHard;6s=
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto

therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget

theanswerforthegivenquip.

Ifyougoanywhere,evenparadise,youwill________.-MalalaYousafzai(4,4,4)

SOLUTION:OCHRE,DISCO,SMUGLY,HUMBLY
Answer:Ifyougoanywhere,evenparadise,youwillmissyourhome.-MalalaYousafzai

CHORE GLYMSU

CDIOS BLUHMY

SolutionsCrossword4103:Across:1Caselaw,4Civet,7Earn,8Dinosaur,10
Meerschaum,12Tropic,13Agrees,15Cinderella,18Maintain,19Echo,20Hyena,21
Thunder.Down:1Cream,2Surveyor,3Weight,4Chorusgirl,5Veal,6Targets,9
Aspidistra,11Replaced,12Triumph,14Addict,16Amour,17Pine.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

SANJANABHALERAO

MUMBAI, APRIL28

ASAMPLEcollectorstepsintothe
small cubicle that resembles a
telephonebooth,withmetalpan-
els on two sides, a sheet of glass
infrontandtwohand-sizedholes
withlargerubberglovesattached.
HeisnotwearingPPE,thereisno
needforit.Thecabinisequipped
with filtersdesigned tokeepout
fineparticlesandpurifytheair.
Aftercleaninghishandswith

sanitiser, and donning a pair of
disposable gloves, the collector
putshishandsintothelargerub-
ber gloves, reaches out with a

swabtothepersonsittingonthe
other side, and draws a sample
fromhisnoseandthroat.
Welcometo theDome.
Onlyweeksago,thiswasone

ofthelargesteventvenuesinthe
countryatover38,000sq ft and
a seating capacity for 8,000-
10,000, at the National Sports
Club of India in Worli, with a
sweeping view of the Arabian
Sea. Today, it is a 500-bed isola-
tion centre for asymptomatic
COVID-19patients.
Equipped with a “contact-

less” sample collection facility
and diagnostic “self-clinic”,
everythingisdoneacrossaglass
panel,withpatientandmedical

professional communicating
overcordlessphones.
OnMonday, therewere 260

patients in the facility that is
jointlyrunbytheBrihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
andwell-knownbariatricandla-
paroscopic surgeon, Dr Mufti
Lakdawala, founder of Digestive
Health Institute inMumbai. A
teamof10doctorsand30nurses
fromtheinstitute,and30volun-
teersandBMCofficials,monitor
patientsroundtheclock.
Mumbaihasover25,000iso-

lation and quarantine beds in
government and private hospi-
tals. Butwith the city emerging
asGroundZeroof theCOVID-19

outbreak,withover5,000cases
so far, the Dome is being de-
scribedas “amodelunit”.
“Here, patients are provided

allfacilities,fromconsultationto
food and entertainment. We
havetiedupwithtwolocalphar-
macies, too,” said Sharad
Ughade,theassistantmunicipal
commissionerofG-Southward,
whichcoversWorli, Prabhadevi
and Lower Parel, and has
recorded 600 cases, the highest
amongallwards in thecity.
The Dome is also part of a

networkofmegafacilitiesbeing
added to the city’s arsenal. A
1,000-bedquarantineandisola-
tionfacilityisunderconstruction

at the BKC exhibition ground.
Then,there’sa1,240-bedfacility
with oxygen cylinders at the
Goregaon exhibition centre,
apart from 250 BMC schools.
Officials say theyaregearingup
to tackle an estimated 75,000
casesbyMay-end.
AttheDome,theBMCisget-

tingoxygencylindersforeachof
the500beds,with thepossibil-
ity of symptomatic patients be-
ingadmittedsoon,portable ICU
units, and 100 beds in open ar-
easof theNSCI stadium.
Inside,therearefoursections

—seniorcitizens,males,females
and families. There’s a fan for

CONTINUEDONPAGE4
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Worli’sDomeisnowa500-bed isolationcentre forasymptomaticpatients.GaneshShirsekar

In Mumbai, a quarantine model under the dome: comfort, contactless

HEADING TO HOTSPOT
BMCmedicalpersonnelmovetowardsMumbai’sShastriNagarslum,Tuesday.A largenumberof theabout4,000migrants,whohadgatheredat theBandra
railwaystationafter the lockdownwasextendedearlier thismonth, live inShastriNagar. PrashantNadkar

FormerChief EconomicAdviserArvindSubramanianat
The IndianExpresse-AddaonTuesdayevening.RenukaPuri

1,594CASES INLAST24HOURS

Majorclusters inbigcitiesofMumbai,Pune,Ahmedabad, IndoreandDelhi

ABANTIKAGHOSH

&KARISHMAMEHROTRA

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

AS THE nationwide lockdown
nears its scheduled endonMay
3, the number of hotspot dis-
tricts (red zones) has shrunk to
129fromthe177thatwereiden-
tified on April 15, after three
weeks of implementing the
curbs. The number of orange
zonedistrictshasrisenfrom207
onApril 15 to 250 now, sources
in theHealthMinistry said.
Twenty of the red-zone dis-

tricts account for 60 per cent of
the novel coronavirus case load
in the country, data available

with the Ministry show. This
dataiscrucialasthegovernment
explores modalities for relax-
ationsafterMay3.
Orange zones are those that

have not reported a case in 14
days;greenzonesare those that
have not had a new case in 28
days. It has been suggested that

these criteria be revised, espe-
ciallyafterMay15,whenthecase
loadstartstoreflectthesituation
afterMay3, thesourcessaid.
Overthepastfewweeks,the

disease has spread tomore dis-
tricts,butit is inthemajorurban
centresofDelhi,Mumbai,Pune,
Indore,andAhmedabadthatthe
clusters of larger and faster
transmissionhaveemerged.
The number of heavy case-

load districts has increased, ac-
counting for a larger share of
cases in the country. At the end
of the first week of April, only
seven districts hadmore than
100cases;by22April, thisnum-
ber was 24. In that period, the

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Delhi alert: If
lockdown
stays, coffee
and chips will
face squeeze

SOURAVROYBARMAN

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

THESUPPLYof import-depend-
entitems,suchascoffee,diapers,
dry fruits, oil and cereals, is ex-
pected to take a hit if the lock-
down is extended beyondMay
3,saysareportpreparedbyasix-
member Delhi government
panel on supply of essential
itemssuchasfoodandmedicine.
According to the panel, fast-

movingconsumergoods(FMCG)
in short supply include: “Lays c-
hips,HaldiramNamkeenprodu-
cts, shampoos, moisturisers of
prominentcompanies,products
ofmajorconsumersgoodscom-
paniessuchasNestle,P&G,HUL,
biscuits, cereals of reputed
companies,sanitisersofreputed
companies.”
According to the report,

tradersassociationshavealsotold
thepanel that there is a shortfall
insupplyofpackagingmaterialfor
essentialitems,whichwillworsen
if thelockdowncontinues.

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

INDIAMUST plan for substan-
tially negative growth this year
and be ready to spend an addi-
tional Rs 10 lakh crore since its
facing a pralay, or a deluge, “in
terms of economic things” fol-
lowingtheCOVID-19pandemic,
said former Chief Economic
Advisor Arvind Subramanian,
and now Visiting Lecturer at
HarvardKennedySchool.
“We save for a rainyday, and

whenarainydaycomes,youhave
to spend. This is not a rainy day,
thisisadeluge,it’sliketheHindu
pralay. This is pralay in terms of
economicthings...Whatisallthis
kindof,youknow,prudencefor?
(It) is not to actually save for a
rainyday,buttospendforarainy
day,”hesaidattheExpressAdda,
the first e-Adda hosted by The
IndianExpress.
In conversationwithHarish

Damodaran,NationalEditor,and
P Vaidyanathan Iyer, Executive
Editor (National Affairs),
SubramaniansaidtheCOVID-19
pandemic came at a timewhen
theeconomywasalreadystrug-
gling. Terming the IMF growth
forecast of 1.9 per cent for this
yearasmystifyinghesaid,“India
wasalreadyweakening,thelock-
downpolicies in India have not
been any less severe than ad-
vancedcountries. Indiahasafis-
cal response of less than 1 per
cent of GDP while advanced
countieshavearesponseofmore

than8.5percentofGDP.Icannot
see how even allowing for the
factthatIndiaisamoredynamic
economy, how India’s growth
ratecannotdeclinebytheorders
ofmagnitudethattheIMFispro-
jecting for the advanced coun-
tries.IthinktheIMFforecastsfor
India are absolutelymystifying
andbizarre...Weshouldplanfor
negative, maybe substantially
negative, growth rates in this fi-
nancialyear,”hesaid.
InitsrecentWorldEconomic

Outlook,theIMFestimatedIndia
to grow1.9 per cent in 2020-21,
and projected a sharp recovery
to7.4percent in2021-22.
To deal with the unfolding

crises, Subramanian said, the
countryneedsadditionalspend-
ing of at least 5 per cent of the
GDP (around Rs 10 lakh crore),
addingthatsomepartof thefis-
cal deficit can be financed re-
sponsiblythroughmonetisation.
But this, he said, should only a
“one off” measure. India needs
tofindtheresourcestodealwith
thisphase,hesaid.
Subramanian said the crisis

doesprovideanopportunityfor
countriestoemergestrongerby

CONTINUEDONPAGE11

TABASSUM

BARNAGARWALA

&ANURADHA

MASCARENHAS

MUMBAI, PUNE,APRIL28

THEMAHARASHTRA govern-
ment has said in a new circular
thathydroxychloroquine(HCQ)
maybeadministeredtoallhigh-
risk contacts of confirmed
COVID-19 patients, and those
admitted toquarantinecentres.
Ithasalsorecommendedthat

the drug be administered, after
obtaining consent, to all health
workers, nurses, and frontline
workers, including thosework-
inginCOVIDcarecentres,COVID
health facilities, and dedicated
COVIDhospitals in thestate.
Withthis, itappears that the

state government has shelved a
controversial earlier plan to ad-
minister the prophylactic to all

residents of containment zones
withinDharavi andother areas,
andisnowrecommendingitfor
contactsofconfirmedcases,and
frontline workers, in line with
ICMRguidelines.
Separately, a high-power

committee to audit COVID-19
deaths inMaharashtra (except
thoseinMumbai),hascautioned
thestatehealthdepartmentthat
the use of HCQ in combination
withtheantibioticazithromycin
forconfirmedCOVID-19patients
shouldbecloselymonitoreddue
tothelikelihoodofcardiactoxic-
ity,TheIndianExpresshaslearnt.
The state government-ap-

pointed committee submitted
its report lastweek.
Sources in the state health

departmentsaidthatduringthe
auditof thefirst lotof31COVID-
19 deaths, mainly in Pune,
Yavatmal, and Ratnagiri, in at

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

CORONACOUNT

937
DEATHS

7,027 RECOVERED

7,16,733sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril28

29,974
CASES

THEdiseasecurveand
spreadat theendof the
40-day lockdownwill
decide theshapeandex-
tentof restrictions there-
after. Thediseaseseems
tohavespread thinly in
at least429districts, but
has snowballed intensely
in largeurbanclusters.A
consolidation is seen in
red-zonedistricts froma
fortnightago.
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Manipur books
several people
for criticism of
Covid handling

JIMMYLEIVON

&ABHISHEKSAHA

IMPHAL,GUWAHATI, APRIL28

PUBLICCRITICISMofthegovern-
ment’s handling of the COVID-
19 outbreak has landed several
persons in troublewith the law
inManipur.
Officialrecordsshowthatpo-

licehaveinvokedsectionsof the
Disaster Management Act and
Indian Penal Code to press
chargesagainst them.
In ImphalWest alone, there

aremore than 10 cases, includ-
ing three relating tosedition.
One of those booked under

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Maharashtra OKs HCQ for
contacts, govt panel advises
caution in use for patients

WORLD

USNEARS 1MILLION
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EASERESTRICTIONS

CDCADDSNEW

SYMPTOMSTO LIST

OFCOVID SIGNS
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Ex-CEA at e-Adda:
It’s a pralay, plan
for negative growth,
spend extra 5% GDP

Only 80 of 21,632 active
cases need ventilators,
say Health Ministry data
ABANTIKAGHOSH

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

WHILE THERE were 21,632
“active” COVID-19 cases across
the country till Monday, only
about80of themwereonventi-
lators. Top government sources
said this is in linewith thedaily
patternseenso far.
Meanwhile, even as some

stateshavestartedplasmather-
apy, the Union HealthMinistry
onTuesday said there is “noev-

idence to use it as treatment”,
and warned against adopting
this line of treatment without
following proper protocol and
gettingapproval.
With1,594freshcasesand51

deathsbeingreportedinthelast
24hours,thetallyhasnowgone
up to 29,974 cases (including
7,026recovered)and937deaths.
A total of 7,16,733 samples have
beentestedso far.
AccordingtoHealthMinistry

data, of the “active cases”
CONTINUEDONPAGE4

Lastweek of lockdown, challenge ahead: Fewer

hotspot districts now, but zones keep changing

ASADREHMAN

LUCKNOW,APRIL28

INSAFALIwalkedorhitch-hiked
1,500 km from Mumbai to
Shravasti district in Uttar
Pradesh, carrying his last re-
maining Rs 5,000, andmanag-
ing to dodge police and checks
for 14 days. Just when he had
reached hisMathkanwa village
earlyMondaymorning, the 35-
year-old, who worked as a
helper to a mason in Mumbai
beforethelockdown,wascaught
and quarantined. By Monday
noon,hewasdead.
Withhistestresultsforcoro-

navirus awaited (apostmortem
will be done only if Ali is nega-
tive), hiswife SalmaBegum,32,
and family can only speculate
why he died. Salma said before
Ali’s mobile phone ran out of
battery, he told her hewas sur-
viving on only biscuits. Officials

say that at the quarantine, he
kept throwingup.
Salma said she didn’t get to

even seeAli after he returned as
shewasatherparents’home,and
his bodywas taken awaybefore
she returned. They have a six-
year-oldson,Irfan.TherestofAli’s
family,includinghisparents,and
hisbrothers’families,arequaran-

tined.Ali’stwoelderbrothersare
alsomigrant labourers, and cur-
rentlystrandedinPunjab.
Salma said Ali left Mumbai

on April 13, telling her he was
running out of money. “He had
not got anywork forweeks. He
saidthatinthevillage,hewould
at least be around familiar

CONTINUEDONPAGE4

35-yr-old travels 14 days to UP
village from Mumbai, dies in hrs

InsafAli’smother (right)at theirhomeinMathkanwavillage
ofUP’sShravastidistrict. Express
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Fewer hotspots
number of districts reporting
cases jumped from211 (April 1)
to429(April22).
Thepatternsareshiftinginthe

districtswith low case loads as
well. A scrutinyof the list of dis-
trictslabelledasred-zonedistricts
and orange-zone districts indi-
cates adynamicbattle ahead, as
the countrywindsdown its 40-
day nationwide lockdown this
weekend.
AspertheIntegratedDisease

SurveillanceProgramme (IDSP),
therewere85districtsthatdidnot
recordanyfreshcasein14daysas
of April 27. But a scrutiny of the
namesofdistrictsannouncedby
thePIBthroughitsCOVID-19bul-
letinsthroughthemonthreveals
that the composition of the list
hasbeenchanging.
Two districts — SBS Nagar

(Punjab) and Pilibhit (UP) —
recorded freshcasesonMonday
aftertheyhadbeendeclaredfree
of newcases in the previous 28
days on April 23. On Tuesday,
Lakhisarai in Bihar dropped off
thenewlist.
This number ismuchhigher

fordistrictsfallingoffthelistafter
14daysofrecordingnocases.The
comparisonrevealsthatasmany
as 38districtswhichhad earlier
been declared to have no fresh
cases for 14dayswereno longer
among the IDSP’s list of 85 dis-

tricts as ofMonday. Thismeans
that these 38 districts recorded
newcasesafter14daysof lull.
Amongthedistrictsdropping

off the list, sixwere inBihar, five
inKarnataka,andfourinHaryana.
Twenty of them had been re-
portedas14-dayfreeonApril16;
ninewerereportedonApril18.
Incidentally, all of these are

low case load districts. In fact,
the 85 districts labelled as 14-
day free onApril 27 account for
only a total of 332 cases (less
than 2 per cent) of the 18,985
cases onApril 22 forwhichdis-
trict-wise case load details are
available on the Health
Ministry’s website. The 16 dis-
tricts with no fresh cases in 28
days accounted for only 22
cases.
The emergenceof newcases

after a continuous14or 28days
ofnofreshcasesduringthelock-
downindicatesthattheselullsare
no assurance that the outbreak
has been halted, and serves as
caution against lowering the
guardevenintherelativelyquiet
areas.
The 14days or 28days of no

newcases are an important as-
pect of the COVID containment
strategy. At the endof theprevi-
ous lockdown, theMinistry had
stated in an April 15 note that
“Containment operationwould
bedeemedoverwhenthereisno
casereported in28days froman

areaafter lastcasetestsnegative.
Hotspots (designated redzones)
willbeassumedtobeundertak-
ingeffective containment activi-
ties, if nocase is reported innext
14 days (designated orange
zones) andwill be deemed suc-
cessfulincontainment,ifnocase
is reported for 28 days (desig-
natedgreenzones).”
This dynamic nature of the

battleagainsttheoutbreakwould
require constant vigilance, the
Prime Minister told Chief
MinistersonMonday.Hesaid,“as
perexperts, theimpactofcoron-
aviruswill remain visible in the
comingmonths”, to emphasise
the “importance for states toen-
force guidelines strictly in the
hotspotsi.e., theredzoneareas”.
“The efforts of the states

shouldbedirected towards con-
vertingtheredzonesintoorange
andthereaftertogreenzones,”he
toldtheCMs.

Ministry data
(COVID-19patientswhoarecur-
rently inhospitals or quarantine
facilities)tillSunday,2.17percent
were admitted in the Intensive
CareUnit (ICU), 1.29per cent re-
quiredoxygensupport, and0.36
percentwereonventilators.The
recoveryrateiscurrently23.3per
cent. “Our experience so far has
beenthateveryday,between10-
15peopleneedventilators.Right
now, there are about 80 people

across the countrywho are on
ventilators,”saidasource.
Anestimated15,000ventila-

tors are currently available for
COVID-19careacrossthecountry,
ofwhichabouthalf arewith the
private sector. The shortage of
ventilatorsanddoctorstrainedto
use them has been one of the
pressing concerns in the fight
againstCOVID-19.
At the daily briefing, Health

Ministry Joint Secretary Lav
Agarwalsaid:“Amongthethera-
piesthatarebeingexperimented
with is plasma therapy. There is
noevidencetouseitastreatment.
ICMRhasalso launcheda trial to
studythis,buttillthestudycomes
toaconclusion,thiswillremaina
trial that has tobedonekeeping
inmind the relevant trial proto-
cols andwithapprovals.Notdo-
ingsoisillegalandcanevenbelife
threatening.”
Inaseriesoftweets,theICMR

said:“Currently,therearenoap-
proved, definitive therapies for
#COVID19.Convalescentplasma
is one of the several emerging
therapies. However, there is no
robustevidencetosupport it for
routine therapy. @US_FDA has
alsoviewed it as anexperimen-
taltherapy.Convalescentplasma
therapy comes with its own
shareoftechnicalchallenges,like
antibody titer testing. There are
also several risks of using this
therapy,includinglife-threaten-

ingallergicreactionsandlungin-
jury.”

Dome
eachbed,50waterdispensers,70
toiletsandshowers,andfourLED
TVscreens.
OnMonday afternoon, play-

backsingersRoopKumarRathod
andSunaliRathodsangforthepa-
tientsthroughlivefeedbroadcast
on the screens. In the evening, a
batchofpatientsinblueuniform
steppedout in theopenarea for
freshair,andtowalkandexercise
withayogainstructor.
Currently, officials say, pa-

tients in the facility are fromthe
hotspots of Worli-Koliwada,
Jamata Nagar slums and BDD
chawls.At least20patients from
the BYLNair hospital have also
beenadmitted.
Lakdawala’s team, mean-

while, is starting a pilot pro-
grammeforbraceletsensorsthat
will beworn by patients like a
smartwatch fromMay 1 to go
“completelycontactless”.
So far, ten sensors havebeen

procured, whichwill monitor
pulserate,BP,respiratoryrate,sat-
uration level, blood sugar and
ECG. Theywill send an SMS to
doctors if levels fall belowa set
limit.Therewillalsobeavideoat-
tached to thescreen thatwill in-
struct patients onhowto attach
anduseoxygentubesandmasks.
“TheideaistocreatewhatDr

Lakdawala calls a hospotel, ie,
converting every hotel or lodge
intoahospital,andmonitorevery
patientremotely,”saidUghade.
“The biggest problemof this

disease is contact. And themore
healthcarepersonnelwelose,the
worse it gets. All the traditional
forms of healthcare,where the
doctortouchesyou,aregone.Only
5-7 per cent of COVID patients
needICU.Andrightnow,allhos-
pitals are full of theother 95per
cent people, that’swhy they are
unable to admit serious cases,”
Lakdawalasaid.
AttheDome,apartfromdaily

monitoring, patients undergo
retestsaftersevendays.Forthose
testingnegative, a retest is done
inthreedays.Thesamplesaredis-
patchedeither toaprivate labor
theBMC-run facility atKasturba
Hospital.
InG-Southwardsofar,around

1.5 lakh people have been
screened, and 125 patients dis-
charged as of April 25. And ac-
cording toUghade, theBMChas
beenableto“breakthechain”.
AadityaThackeray, theWorli

MLA,hascreditedhealthandmu-
nicipal officers for slowing the
spreadinthearea.“Worlimodelis
astoryofhope,”hetweeted.
At theDome, a senior citizen

whowasamong26patientsdis-
chargedMondaysummeditup:
“Whenmy familywas brought
here,therewasfearofunhygienic
conditionsandwedidn’tknowif
wewouldsurvivethedisease.But
here, doctors and officials took
careofuslikefamily.”

35-yr-old dies
peopleandmanage.”
Ali kept calling her through-

out theway. “He came to Jhansi
with10others,eitherwalkingor
hidinginatruck,payingthedriver
Rs3,000. Fromthere, hewalked
tillBahraich,wherehewascaught
Sundaynightbypoliceandasked
to return.Having lost the others
withhim, hedodgedpolice and
hid at a ghat for the night. After
that, hismobile died and I could
notgetintouchwithhim.Icalled
all the people hewas travelling
with,butnooneknewanything.
Then, onMondaymorning, he
calledand toldme tocomeback
toMathkanwavillage.”Beforeshe
couldreturn,Alihaddied.
Breakingdownas she spoke

on the phone, Salma said, “He
keptsayinghowheonlywanted
tocomebackto thevillage.After
hedid,hecouldnot liveformore
thanafewhours.”
Ali’ssister-in-lawAminaBano

(40)saidtheywerenotbeingtold
when he would be buried or
when they could gohome from
the school they are quarantined

in.“Somearesayingwewillhave
tostayherefor14days,somesay
wewillbeallowedtogoafterthe
resultscome,”saidAmina.
Shravasti Superintendent of

Police AnoopKumar Singh said
Alidiedafterhavingsomebreak-
fastatthevillagequarantinecen-
tre.“Hisbodyhasbeenkeptinthe
mortuaryandhissamplesentfor
COVID-19 test to Lucknow. His
familymembershavebeenquar-
antinedas theyhad touched the
body after his death.” Given the
highriskofcontamination,post-
mortemsarebeingconductedof
only thosewho test negative for
coronavirus,andSinghadmitted
they couldn’t give the exact rea-
sonforAli’sdeathyet.
Shravasti Chief Medical

Officer A P Bharghawa said the
test reportwas expected soon,
adding,“Thecauseofdeathisstill
doubtful.”
With Alimanaging to reach

his village apparently escaping
the checks installed by Uttar
Pradeshattheborders,Additional
Chief SecretaryAwanishKumar
Awasthi said they were only
bringingbackpeopleincoordina-
tion with other state govern-
ments. “Some cases of people
coming in are bound tohappen
because UP has a huge border,
somemanage to come through
village routes. But whoever is
caught is put in quarantine,”
Awasthisaid.
As per data released by the

state till Tuesday evening,
Shravasti district had four active
cases of coronavirus, and one
death.

HCQ
least3-4cases,itwasfoundthata
combinationof HCQwith other
drugsmayhave caused the “QT
interval”tobecomeprolongedin
the electrocardiogram—mean-
ing theheartmuscle took longer
thannormaltorechargebetween
beats — leading to cardiac
toxicity.
The state government circu-

lar, on the other hand, recom-
mends the use of HCQ only for
suspected cases of COVID-19. A
‘high-risk’ contact is a family
member and anyone elsewho
camewithin three feetof the in-
fectedperson.Quarantinecentres
haveamixof high-and low-risk
contacts who have not been
tested,andhavenosymptoms.
In Mumbai, the

Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation(BMC)hasbegundis-
tributing7.12 lakhdoses—each
doseis6-8tablets,tobetakenone
per week — of the preventive
medication since Sunday, in 85
quarantine centres andwardar-
eas.
The ICMR-constituted na-

tionaltaskforceforCOVID-19rec-
ommendsHCQ as a preventive
medicationforhigh-riskpopula-
tion, which includes asympto-
matic healthcare workers in-
volvedinthecareofsuspectedor
confirmed COVID-19 patients,
and asymptomatic household
contactsoflaboratory-confirmed
cases.
Dependingonthenumberof

COVID-19 cases, 1,000 to 5,500
doses are being distributed in
wards. K-West (AndheriWest)
andG-South(Worli)wardareget-
tingover5,000doses,whilemost
otherswards are getting 2,000
doses. In hospitals treating
COVID-19patients, 5,000doses
willbedistributedforhealthstaff.
Mumbai healthworkers be-

gantakingHCQaboutfiveweeks
ago, based on an advisory from
the Centre.Mumbai Police, too
starteddistributingthemedicine
to its personnel about three
weeks ago. Until nowMumbai
Policehasprocured15,000doses.
The notification issued by

HealthSecretaryDrPradeepVyas
hasmandated that themedica-
tion canonly be given after due
consent. For any reactiondue to
medication,thepatienthastoim-
mediatelyreporttothelocalgov-
ernment authority. Thenotifica-
tion has mandated that heart
patients, diabetics, peoplewith
blood disorder, those with

retinopathy,mustbeassessedby
adoctorfirst.
Themedication is for people

aged18-55.InMumbai,theBMC
plans togive themedicine to the
categories of peoplementioned
in the circular,whoare above15
yearsof age.Those inquarantine
centreswillalsobegivenHCQ,but
willcontinuetoremainin14-day
quarantine.
The government’s circular

doesnothaveadate,butDrVyas
confirmedthatithadbeenissued.
“This isa reiterationof earlier in-
structions. It was issued a few
daysback,”hesaid.
DrArchanaPatil,chairperson

of thestatedeathaudit commit-
tee,wasunavailableforcomment,
butofficials inthehealthdepart-
ment saidoneof its recommen-
dationswas that theQT interval
shouldbecloselymonitored,and
iftheintervalgotprolonged,HCQ
shouldnotbeadministered.
Dr Subhash Salunkhe, chair-

manof the state technical com-
mitteetopreventcommunicable
diseases,whoiscoordinatingthe
COVID-19 response, said the
treatment protocol undergoes
updation from time to time.
“There are no studies indicating
whatisusefulornot,andthereare
alotofgreyareas.However,there
is aneed to treadcarefullywhile
usingHCQ in combinationwith
otherdrugs,”DrSalunkhesaid.
The death audit also found

that the thirdmost commonco-
morbidconditionsafterdiabetes
andhypertensionweremorbid
obesity and chronic alcoholism.
Some case studies also showed
gastrointestinal and diarrhoea
symptoms.

Delhi alert
However,reducedavailability

of goodsofmajorbrandshas led
to a rise in the sale of smaller
brands,statesthereport.
Thepanelalsosubmittedthat

essentialmedicinesareavailable
inthemarketatthemoment,but
as factories are operating at less
thanhalftheircapacities,distrib-
utors “maynot be able tomake
supplies of allmedicines if pro-
duction remains affected at the
sourcelevel”.
Thepanelispartofthe11em-

powered groups constituted by
ChiefSecretaryVijayDevonApril
20, under the Disaster
ManagementAct, 2005, to iden-
tify problem areas in various
COVID-19combateffortsandof-
fersolutions.
“Itwasalsogatheredfromthe

market that all items of general
natureareavailable in shopsbut
someof theproducts of reputed
companiesorproductsgenerally
demanded by consumers by
namemaynotbeavailableinthe
shelves.However,theshortageof
suchitemshas ledtoanincrease
in sale of smaller home-made
brands to a large extent,” the
panel, headed by Food
Commissioner Ankita Mishra
Bundela,said.
Thepanelpointedoutthatso

far,nomajorshortageofgoodsof
reputedcompanieshasbeenno-
ticed,butfactoriesarenotproduc-
inggoodsattheirfullcapacitydue
tounavailabilityoflabourandraw
material. There is apossibility of
minor supply issues if the lock-
downcontinuesforalongertime,
itadded.
“Contrarytoinitialapprehen-

sion,therehasbeennodisruption
in sale and supply of essential
goods inDelhi.Theefficientpass
system,supplementedwithane-
pass system, helped the e-com-
merce companies, distributors,
suppliersandretailers,” itsaid.
Thepanel,which submitted

itsreportonMonday,alsorecom-
mended that electricians,
plumbers anddrain cleaners be
alsoallowedtoresumework.Late
Mondaynight, theDelhigovern-
ment lifted restrictions on serv-
ices provided by electricians,
plumbers, water purifier me-
chanicsandveterinaryhospitals.
Shops selling education books
and electric fanswill also be al-
lowedtoopen.
On the availability of pulses,

thepanelwastoldbytradersthat
fresh supply from Chennai,
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh is not forthcoming. The
Delhigovernmentalso issuedan
orderonTuesdayputtingonhold
thedistributionof pulses under
thePMGaribKalyanYojana.
“Thequalityof thepulseswe

receivedwerenotuptothemark,
sowehavedecided topostpone
thedistributionof 1kgpulses to
everyPDSbeneficiaryunder the
PMGKY.Asandwhenfreshstock
arrives and it clears our quality
check,wewill start disbursal,” a
seniorofficialsaid.

Manipur
theDMAinthefirstweekofApril
wasYumnamDevjit,allegedlyfor
a voice message in which he
urged people not to obey the
PrimeMinister’s for lights-outat
homes.
Dayslater,Devajit’sfatherand

ManipurDeputyChiefMinister
YumnamJoykumarwasstripped
ofallportfolios.
K Meghachandra, Imphal

West Superintendent of Police,
told The Indian Express that the
case against Devjit was “for
spreadingfalseinformation”.
“Hispostcancreatepanic.He

was chargedwith section41/48
among others of the DMA,” he
said.
“We have no problemwith

criticismbutifthecommentsand
opinionhave thepotential to in-
citecommunalhatredormislead
themasses,thatobviouslyisnota
good sign.Weare very selective
while dealingwith such cases.
Thepolice departmentdoesnot
pickpeople randomly.Wedon’t
justbookanyonewithoutproper
reason,”Meghachandra.
In ImphalWest, the SP said,

thereareover10casesunderthe
DMAandatleastthreecaseshave
sectionsofsedition.
InImphal,twoactivistsof the

Youth’s Forum for Protection of
Human Rights —
TakhenchangbamShadishkanta
andKhangjrakpamPhajaton—
were chargedunder sections of
theDMAandsection120(B)ofthe
IPCafter theorganisation issued
apress note, questioning the lo-
cationof a proposedquarantine
facility by theManipur govern-
ment.Theorganisationsaidthatit
would affect tenant farmers and
suggestedadisusedairfieldasan
alternate location. The two ac-
tivistswere released on bonds
later.
JotinMeiteiWakambam, a

27-year-old private school
teacher, and fiveotherswere ar-
rested and booked for sedition
among other charges after
Wakambam, inaFacebookpost,
saidhe couldnot remember the
nameofhislocalMLA.Theywere
releasedonbailaftertwodaysby
the Chief JudicialMagistrate of
Imphal East who said that the
chargeswerenot relevant to the
FacebookpostbyWakambam.
At least two other persons

were questioned for Facebook
posts on the government’s han-
dlingof theCovidsituation.Both
saidtheyapologisedanddeleted
theirposts.
Whathascoincidedwiththe

policecrackdownonthosecrit-
icisingthegovernmentisasedi-
tioncasefiledthismonthagainst
a JNU research scholar
Mohammad Chingiz Khan and
GauhatiUniversityassistantpro-
fessorMohammadImtiyajKhan
after a translationof anopinion
article on Manipuri Muslims
thattheyhadwrittenayearago
was published in a local news-
paper.
“Chingis Khan was booked

forseditionforhisarticlewhich
appeared in a local vernacular.
His article. is very inflamma-
tory. It has the potential to in-
citecommunaldisharmonybe-
tweencommunities.Thearticle
was published at a timewhen
there was a controversy over
the Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion in New Delhi,”
Meghachandra said.
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RAIPUR, APRIL 28

ONAPRIL 24, Neeraj Shivhare, a
journalistbasedinChhattisgarh’s
Dantewada, published a report
of a homemaker selling off
household items to pay for her
family’s needs amid the lock-
down. Two days later, he was
served a notice by the sub-divi-
sionalmagistrateoverthis“mis-
leading”report.
ThenoticehasaskedShivhare

toexplainwhyanFIRshouldnot
beregisteredagainsthim.
Dantewada collector

TopeshwarVermasaidthereport
states that the family had re-
ceivednohelp fromthegovern-
ment,whichhesays isnot true.
But Shivhare, who stood by

hisreport,said,“AfterIpublished

the story,withher comment on
record,otherjournalistsalsotook
her statement. She has con-
stantly said she got no help and
hadtosellhousehold items.”
Verma said: “The reporter

shouldhavecheckedwithus.We
haveprovidedmandatoryration
tothewomaninquestion,along
with 4 kg rice extra, twice... She
mighthavesoldoffherfridge,but
it wasn’t because she didn’t get
help.”Vermasaidthenoticewas
sent “after investigating the re-
portonground”.
The notice states, “The arti-

cle...iswithoutcompleteandcor-
rect informationandismislead-
ing.Underthecurrentpandemic,
the story causes fear amongst
people and portrays the state in
abad light.”
Shivharesaidhedidnotsub-

mitanythingtoofficialsbecause

“Ibelievetheyarewrongandmy
storystandstrue”.
While the state government

hasadedicated“fakenewscom-
mittee”, chairedbyRaipur range
I-GAnandChhabraandtwojour-
nalistsamongothermembers,the
Dantewada district administra-
tionisitselfinvestigatingthiscase.
Theofficialorder to formthe

committee was issued by the
state General Administrative
Department (GAD) onMarch 6.
“The idea was to ensure that
baseless and fraudulent news is

not published. The GAD issued
theorderafterconsultationwith
the Directorate of Public
Relations,” Additional Chief
SecretarySubratSahusaid.
While there is no clarity on

the number of members in the
committee, or when it was
formed, Taran Prakash Sinha,
commissioner of Public
Relations,confirmedthatthetwo
journalistswere “appointed by
the state government”. He said,
“There are fivemembers in the
committee and they investigate
fakenews.”
One committee member,

Hindi journalist Aavesh Tiwari,
said hewas appointed a couple
ofmonthsafter thegovernment
wasformed.“Thefirstmeetingof
the committee was held in
February 2019, and then one in
Marchthisyear,”hesaid.

Raipur Superintendent of
Police Aarif Shaikh, also a com-
mitteemember, said there are
seven members. “We have a
WhatsAppgrouponwhich sev-
eral articles are shared. Thearti-
clesarecheckedbythepoliceand
journalists using their sources.
Oncewe find the facts reported
arewrong,wecirculatethestory
witha fakenewstag,”hesaid.
Shaikhsaidmorethan20re-

portshavebeendeclaredfake in
the last twomonths.
Accordingtoanofficialorder,

the committee comprises four
members:anSP;jointsecretary,
DPR; a district government
lawyer;andCEOofChhattisgarh
Infotech Promotion Society, a
stateagency.
Thecommitteealso includes

the Raipur I-G and two journal-
ists,accordingtoothermembers.

Dantewada reporter gets notice on ‘misleading’ report

UDITMISRA

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

RETAIL AND wholesale food
prices surged by asmuch as 20
percent in the first fourweeks -
28 days— since the nationwide
lockdown was announced on
March24,astudybyresearchers
of the IndiraGandhi Institute of
DevelopmentResearch(IGIDR),
Mumbai,has found.
Thestudy,titled“Urbanfood

markets and the lockdown in
India” by SudhaNarayanan and
Shree Saha (associate professor
andresearchassociateat IGIDR,
respectively), mapped publicly
availabledataforwholesaleand
retailprices for22commodities
from114 cities across the coun-
try.Itfoundthataveragepricein-
creased asmuch as 28 per cent
fortomatoes,15percent forpo-
tatoes,more than 6 per cent for
several varieties of pulses, and
more than3.5per cent formost
edibleoils.
“Despite guidelines that al-

lowthemovementandtransac-
tions in essential commodities,
itappearsthatlawenforcement
andthebureaucracyhaveprivi-
legedmaintainingthelockdown
overmaintainingfoodsecurity...”
thepaper states.
Thespikeinretail foodprices

after lockdown reverses the
trend since early 2020. Many
macroeconomistshavepointed
outthatrecessionarytrendswill
lead to lower prices but the
IGIDR study states, “Itmaywell
be that foodpriceswill increase
firstbefore theygodown.”
Narayanan said, “Themain

reasonforthis increaseinprices
isthethinningofsupplyandthe
transportationbottlenecks.”
On the demand side, there

wasadipbecausedemandfrom
restaurants would have come
down, and an increase due to
panic buying and hoarding by
households. But net-net, de-

mand rise did not cause this
spike, rather it was due to sup-
plydisruptions,Narayanansaid.
“Tocorroborate,weaskedretail-
ers, and they pointed toward
thinningsuppliesandtransport
disruptionsasthemainworries,”
she said. The spikewasmost in
commodities such as perish-
ablesliketomatoes,forwhichre-
tailers did not have as much
stock. Increases weremarginal
for rice and atta, while wheat
pricesactually fell.
Anotherkeyfindingwasthat

smaller cities were affected
worse, as they sawhigher price
inflation.“Biggercitiesaremore
establishedmarketsandprovide
betterpricesandassucharebet-
ter served than smaller cities or
semi-urban markets,”
Narayanan said. She also

pointed out that due to sealing
of stateboundariesmanyhorti-
culture (fruit and vegetables)
farmersmade heavy losses and
are likely to stay away from
growing these commodities in
the next cycle, thus pushing up
their prices in future. “For in-
stance, a lot of areas on Tamil
Nadu border used to sell their
horticulture produce to
Bengaluru. But they could not
(overthelastfewweeks),dueto
thesealing,” shesaid.
Goingforward,priceswillbe

determinedbyboththeareaun-
dercultivationfordifferentcrops
as well as the easing of supply
bottlenecks.Thestudyalsocau-
tions against price controls and
favours relaxing of production
and distribution processes in-
cluding in the informal sector.

RITIKACHOPRA

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

THE CENTRAL Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) is
prepared tohold the remaining
board exams approximately 10
days after the day the nation-
wide lockdownends, stateedu-
cationministers were told in a
meeting with Union Human
ResourceDevelopmentMinister
Ramesh Pokhriyal on Tuesday,
evenassomeofthemsuggested
thatClass10and12studentsbe
promotedbased on internal as-
sessment.
Theministeralsoaskedstate

governmentstostartevaluating
theirboardexamanswerscripts
andassist theCBSE indoing the
same.
According to ministry

sources, the Centre-run school
board is planning to deliver the
answer sheets to examiners at
home and, hence, needs the

state administration’s coopera-
tion. The CBSE had announced
lastmonththatitwouldconduct
exams for only 29 of the 41
pendingpapersofClasses10and
12,whichweresuspendedonce
thenumberof reportedCOVID-
19 cases started increasing. The
boardstoppedevaluationofan-
swer scripts on March 18. It
needsone-and-a-halfmonthsto
evaluatemore than 1 crore an-
swersheets.
Delhi, represented by its

Education Minister Manish
Sisodia, was among the states
that suggested that students of
Classes 10 and 12 be promoted
based on their school assess-
ment.Delhi istheonlystatethat
doesn’t have a school board. All

governmentschoolshereareaf-
filiated toCBSE.
“Duetotheneedofsocialdis-

tancing, itwill notbe feasible to
conduct remaining exams for
Class10and12studentsevenin
May-June. Having exam there-
after will delay the next aca-
demiccycleheavily,”Sisodiasaid
inapress statement.
“In these uncertain times, I

don’t know if wewould be able
to conduct examinations again,
so on the basis of some formula
likeinternalassessments,papers
already conducted, etc, students
ofClasses10and12tooshouldbe
evaluated. Thiswill help us not
wasteourstudents’time,”hesaid.
Punjab EducationMinister

Vijay Inder Singla said in the
meeting that the state was
thinkingonthelinesofpromot-
ing Class 10 students on their
performance in the pre-board
exams conducted by their re-
spectiveschools.This,Singlatold
The Indian Express, is a sugges-

tionof theexpertcommitteeset
upby thestategovernment.
Given the loss in teaching

time,AssamrequestedtheHRD
Ministry that government
school teachers should not be
deployed on census duty once
the lockdown ends. The state
was told that permission from
the Ministry of Home Affairs
wouldhave tobesought.
Inthemeeting,HRDMinister

Ramesh Pokhriyal announced
that, as a one-time measure,
mid-day meal (MDM) or its
equivalent Food Security
Allowancewouldbeprovidedto
students even during summer
vacations. This will cost the
Uniongovernmentanadditional
Rs950crore. Ononlinelearning,
many states informed the HRD
ministerthat60-70percentstu-
dents are able to access such
classes.
Some states requested for

live broadcast of classes on
DoordarshanandAIRFM.

Pre-and WholsalePrice RetailPrice
Post-lockdown Change(in%) Change(in%)

Turdal 5% 6.38%

Masoordal 6.3% 8%

Vanaspatioil 4.3% 4.8%

Potato 14.6% 15.7%

Tomato 27.5% 28.9%

HEADINGHEADINGHEADING

Supplydisruptionskey,bigspike in tomato,potatoprices

Food prices surge since
lockdown: IGIDR study

CrowdatGallaMandi inLucknowonTuesday.Vishal Srivastava

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

SURAT,APRIL28

SURATON Tuesdaywitnessed
two incidents of violence,which
allegedlyinvolvesmigrantlabour-
ers—oneinDindoliareaandan-
otherinKhajod—amidthecoro-
naviruslockdown.
InDindoli,policeclashedwith

a mob which allegedly pelted
stones at the personnel leaving
onepoliceman injured. Fivemi-
grantworkerswere detained in
connectionwith the incident for
incitingviolence.
“Themobwasdispersedafter

weresortedtominorlathicharge.
Wehavedetainedthefiveyouths
fromthespotandprocessof reg-
isteringanFIR,”saidDindoliPolice
InspectorHMChauhan.
Inthesecondincident,several

migrant labourersworking for a
construction project of Surat
DiamondBourse inKhajod area
allegedly damaged the office of

the organisation on Tuesday.
Policesourcessaidthatover3,500
migrantlabourersareworkingat
thesite.OnMondaynight,acon-
tractorhadbrought50 labourers
fromother areas inGujarat and
theywereasked to staywith the
othermigrantlabourersatthesite.
“OnTuesday,insteadofgoing

forwork, the labourers gathered
outsidetheadministrativeoffice.
Theywaited for the contractor
and administrative officials to
come.Aftersometime,whenno-
bodyarrived,thelabourersdam-
aged the office and also over-
turned two cars. Nobody was
injured,”InspectorKBZalasaid.

AnoverturnedcarduringviolenceatSuratDiamondBourse
onTuesday. HanifMalek

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

BENGALURU,APRIL28

THEKARNATAKAgovernmenton
Tuesdayissuedanorderrelaxing
lockdownregulationsin14green
zonedistricts-whichhavenoac-
tivecoronaviruscases-whileex-
tending the existing complete
lockdown tillMay3 in eightdis-
trictsconsideredredzones.
The green zones districts

where the lockdown is set to be
relaxed are Chamarajnagar,
Koppal, Chikamagalur, Raichur,
Chitradurga, Ramanagara,
Hassan, Shivamogga, Haveri,
Yadgir, Kolar, Davangere, Udupi
andKodagu.
Inthesedistricts,industrieslo-

catedoutside townandcity lim-
its,andSEZs,industrialestates,ex-
portorientedunitsandindustrial
townshipswillbeallowedtoop-
erate, provided theworkers stay
on campus asmuch as possible,
oraretransportedtoworkbyem-
ployerswhilemaintaining social
distancingnorms.
All shopsotherthanthose lo-

cated inmalls andmarket com-
plexeswillbeallowedtoopenun-
der the relaxed lockdown rules,
according to an order issued by
Karnataka Chief Secretary TM
VijayBhaskaronTuesday.
Intheeightredzonedistricts-

Bengaluru Urban, Belagavi,
Mysuru, Vijayapura, Bagalkot,
Kalburgi, Bidar and Dakshina
Kannada-“theexistingKarnataka
ConsolidatedRevisedGuidelines
andaddendumswill continue to
be in forcewithout any change”,
said theorder issuedbythechief
secretary.
In the remaining eight dis-

tricts, which have reported no
coronaviruscasesinrecentdays-
classified as orange zones - the
state government has put the
onusofrelaxingthelockdownon
thedistrict in-chargeministers.
These districts are Ballari,

Mandya,Bengalururural,Gadag,
Chikaballapura, Tumkur, Uttara
KannadaandDharwad.
Karnataka has reported 523

coronaviruscasestodate,includ-
ing 207 people whowere dis-
charged following treatment,
while20peoplehavesuccumbed
tothevirusinthestate.

Karnataka relaxes
lockdown in 14
districts, curbs in
red zone continue

Ramesh
Pokhriyal

CBSE for board exams after lockdown
end, states suggest internal assessment

Migrant workers resort to
violence in Surat: Police

28-year-old research
scholar found hanging
in IIT-Kharagpur hostel
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

KOLKATA,APRIL28

A28-YEAR-OLDresearchscholar
in themechanical engineering
department at the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Kharagpur,allegedlycommitted
suicide on Monday.
BhavanibhatlaKondalRao,from
Andhra Pradesh, was found
hanging inhis roomon the sec-
ond flooratBRAmbedkarHall.
Police said no suicide note

wasfoundandthatthebodywas
sentforpost-mortem.Rao'spar-
entswereinformedandwereon
theirwaytoKharagpur, IIT-KGP
officials said.
Rao had taken admission in

2015andwasabouttocomplete
hisdoctoralprogramme,IIT-KGP
officialssaid.Raogotstuckonthe
campusduetothelockdown.He
gotmarried in February andhis
wife was at his residence in
AndhraPradesh, sources said.
"It painsusdeeply to inform

youofthelossofoneofourown.

Bhavanibhatla Kondal Rao, a
bright, young research scholar
from the Department of
Mechanical Engineering at IIT
Kharagpurmetwithanunfortu-
nate end.We learned about the
incident around 10 am today.
Medical officialswere immedi-
atelycalled.Aftermedicalcheck-
up, theydeclaredhimdead.The
local police were informed si-
multaneously and the formali-
ties were completed.We have
contactedhisparents inAndhra
Pradeshaswell,requestingthem
to come to the campus. The
cause of death, which is sus-
pectedtobesuicide, isunderin-
vestigation," read a message
fromIIT-KGPdirectorVirendraK
Tewari that was shared on his
FacebookpageonMonday.

Policesaidnosuicide

notewasfoundand

that thebodywassent

forpost-mortem

Thenewsreportwas

aboutahomemaker

sellingoffhousehold

itemstopayforher

family’s needs

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA

KOLKATA,APRIL28

A FREELANCE journalist in
Andaman andNicobar Islands
wasarrested for tweetingon the
need to quarantine people for
speakingwithCOVID-positivepa-
tientsonthephone.
ArrestedonMondayevening,

thejournalist,ZubairAhmad,was
on Tuesday produced in a Port
Blaircourtandgrantedbail.
Following a report in a local

newspaper and information he
had gathered over the last few
days,ZubairtweetedonMonday,
“Cansomeoneexplainwhyfam-
iliesareplacedunderhomequar-
antine for speaking over phone
withCovidpatients?”He tagged
theAndamanadministrationand
theL-G’smediacell inthetweet.
In another tweet, hewrote,

“Request#Covid19quarantined
persons not to call any acquain-
tanceoverphone. Peoplearebe-
ingtracedandquarantinedonthe
basisofphonecalls.”
Explaining the arrest, DGP,

Andaman andNicobar Islands,
DependraPathak told The Indian
Expressoverthephone,“Theper-
son concerned started tweeting
that the administration is doing
(things)wrong.Heurgedpeople
nottocooperatewiththeadmin-
istrationatatimewhenweallare
battling thepandemic.Wehave
arrestedhimanddueprocess of
lawisbeingfollowed.”
Hesaid, “Onewayof contact-

tracingofCOVID-positivepeople
is by tracking their phone calls,
andafterevaluationplacingthem
inhomequarantinefor28days.”
“I just asked the administra-

tion a question. Instead of an-
sweringme, they arrestedme,”
Zubair saidover thephoneafter
getting bail on Tuesday. He said
hehadposedquestionsonother
issues on socialmedia, tagging
the administration and officers,
earlieraswell,and“gotrepliesfor
some(of thosequestions)”.
As journalists, Zubair said,

“We have the right to ask ques-
tion. But I think theywanted to
teachmealesson,andtherefore
thearrest.”

DGP Pathak said besides
Zubair, cases have been lodged
against four others in the last 10
days “for circulating material
detrimentaltothepublicinthese
times”.Hesaid,“Wehavezerotol-
erance in suchmatters.Wehave
(even)lodgedcasesagainstwives
andrelativesofpoliceofficers,and
evenagovernmentofficer.”
Besides Section51of DMAct

(obstructionof government staff
and refusing to complywith di-
rections)hewasalsobookedun-
derdifferentIPCSections. Zubair
said: “From news reports and
other sources, including journal-
ists, I learnt people are getting
quarantined even over phone
calls. One journalistwasquaran-
tinedforspeakingoverphonetoa
COVID-positiveperson.”
Denis Giles, editor of

‘AndamanChronicle’,alocalnews-
paper,whowaspresent in court
withZubaironTuesday,said:“We
carriedareportthatafamilywas
quarantined for speakingwith a
COVIDpersonoverphone.Zubair
wasmovedbythe issueandthat
iswhyhetweeted...”

Journalist booked for tweeting on
‘quarantine over call with patients’

ANDAMANANDNICOBAR ISLANDS

20 deaths in a day in Gujarat,
19 of them in Ahmedabad
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

AHMEDABAD,APRIL28

GUJARATREPORTED20COVID-
19 deaths on Tuesday, with
Ahmedabad alone accounting
for19of them.
Thisisthehighestsingle-day

death count in the district, with
thedeceasedincludingfourper-
sonswithnoknownco-morbidi-
tiesandonebeinga21-year-old
man.
The total cases in Gujarat is

now3,785,with 218 new cases
reportedonTuesday.
“Nineteen deaths were re-

portedfromAhmedabad.Fifteen
of the deceasedwere suffering
fromco-morbidconditions,”said
PrincipalSecretaryHealthJayanti
Ravi.
All 19 died at Ahmedabad

CivilHospital.Theyincludedtwo
men aged 55 and 69 years and
two women aged 54 and 64
yearswithco-morbiditiesofdia-

betesandhypertension,andfive
men aged 40, 63, 60, 55 and 47
yearswith hypertension. A 58-
year-oldmandiedofmultipleco-
morbidities of diabetes, hyper-
tension and epilepsy while
another79-year-oldmanhadhy-
pertension andmental compli-
cations. An 80-year-oldwoman
who succumbedwas suffering
from cancer alongwith kidney
complications.Another62-year-
old deceased man suffered a
stroke.
Ahmedabad reported 164

newcases, taking the total cases
inthedistrictto2,543.TheAnand
tallywent up to 65, with seven
new cases from Khambat. All
were admitted to Cambay
GeneralHospital.
Vadodara reported one

death—a70-year-oldman.The
district recorded 15 new cases,
taking the count to 263. Five of
thosewhotestedpositivewere
arrestedonMondayforassault-
ing police during lockdown in

red zone areas of Nagarwada.
Six more tested positive in

Gandhinagar, taking the total to
36, while 14 new cases in Surat
tookthetallyto570.Rajkot,with
ninenewcases,nowstandsat55
cases. Other districts that re-
portednewcasesareBhavnagar
(1)andBotad(2).
Fortypeopleinthestatewere

dischargedafterrecoveringfrom
COVID-19, taking their total
number to 434. Among them is
a 90-year-old man from
Bhavnagarwhowasundergoing
treatmentinhospitalsinceApril
5 andwas on oxygen support,
Ravisaid.
Another patient included a

woman from Kutch, who was
hospitalised for nearly 36 days
and tested positive for coron-
avirus 10 times before finally
testingnegative, shesaid.
Ravi said two women in-

fected with coronavirus gave
birth on Tuesday in Rajkot and
Bhavnagar.

AMITABHSINHA

PUNE,APRIL28

THE ONGOING analysis of the
genesequencesofthenovelcoro-
navirus has so far not revealed
anythingtosuggestthatthevirus
present in India is inanywaydif-
ferent from that circulating in
otherpartsof theworld. There is
alsonoevidence,asofnow,ofany
oneparticular strain of the virus
beingmoredeadlythantheother,
scientistshavesaid.
Viruses,or indeedanyorgan-

ism, developminor but perma-
nent changes in their genetic
codes,calledmutations,overape-
riodoftimeduetoavarietyoffac-
tors, includingclimaticandenvi-
ronmental conditions. It is these
variationsthatareresponsiblefor
thediversitythatisseeninanyor-
ganism.
Scientiststrackthemutations

happening in theviruses keenly,

because these are key to under-
standing their behaviour, and in
drugandvaccinedevelopment.
“Wehavebeenextractingthe

genome sequences of this virus
takenfrominfectedpeopleacross
thecountry.Wehavecompleted
about 20 such sequences. And
withinthatwehavenoticedsome
15-20variations that, at thismo-
ment, appearuniquetothevirus
circulatinginIndia.However, the
datawehaverightnowisnotad-
equate to draw any conclusion.
Youwillfindvariationsingenese-
quencesoftwoindividualviruses

also. Onlywhenwe finishmany
moregenesequences,willwebe
inapositionto interpret thedata
inanymeaningfulway.Asofnow,
there is nothing to say that the
Indianstrainisinanywayspecial,
or different,” RakeshMishra, di-
rectorofHyderabad-basedCentre
forCellularandMolecularBiology
(CCMB), a CSIR research labora-
tory, told The Indian Express.
CCMBisoneoftheseverallab-

oratories,withintheCSIRnetwork
andoutside, that are actively en-
gaged in genome sequencing of
SARS-nCoV2.Mishrasaidoverthe
next oneweek or 10 days, hun-
dredsofsequencesarelikelytobe
completed. These virus samples
arebeingtakenfrominfectedpeo-
ple fromdifferent regions, age
groups, andmedical histories to
makeitrepresentative.
“Oneofthethingsthatwecan

easily findout—well developed
scientifictoolsallowustodoso—
is to track theorigin of the virus,

andtherouteitmighthavetaken
tocometoIndia.Basedonthisin-
formation,youwouldhaveheard
about different strains, like the
‘Wuhanstrain’.Asofnow,theonly
distinctionwe are able tomake
withrespecttodifferentstrainsis
theirsource,ororigin.Thereisno
otherdifferencethatwepresently
knowof,”hesaid.
GautamMenon,aprofessorof

computationalbiologyandtheo-
retical physics at the Institute of
Mathematical Sciences in
Chennai, saideven inotherparts
oftheworld,therewasno“unam-
biguous”evidencetosuggestthat
any one strain of the viruswas
more“virulent”thantheother.
“Ithinkthisisgenerallywellac-

cepted in scientific circles. I don’t
think there is anyevidence as of
nowthatthereisanystraininany
partoftheworldthatisnoticeably
differentfromtheothersinitsvir-
ulence.Wearestillintheprocessof
discoveringthesethings,”hesaid.

Gene sequencing doesn’t suggest
‘Indian’ strain so far, say scientists

Virusesdevelopminor

butpermanent

changes intheirgenetic

codesoveraperiodof

timeduetoavarietyof

factors
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RESET AND REFORM
Coronacrisisprovidesanopportunitytoaddressinadequaciesin

healthcaresystem,andlackofsafetynetsforurbanpoor

I
NHISINTERACTIONwithstatechiefministersonMonday,PrimeMinisterNarendra

Modispokeabouttheneedforusheringinreformsthattouchthelivesofcitizens.

Whiledetailsof thespecificreformsthegovernmentintendstopursue,orthepos-

sible roadmap,arestill tobespeltout, theongoingcrisisprovidesanopportunity

foraconversationonre-evaluatingthestate’spriorities.Twoareas inparticulardeserve

attention: First, the glaring inadequacies of thehealthcare system in India. And second,

theabsenceofsafetynetsforlargesectionsof thelabourforce, includingmigrantlabour.

Theyneedtobeaddressedurgently.

Public spendingonhealthcare in India continues to languish, fallingwell below lev-

els inothercountrieswhichareat similar levelsof income.Yet, over theyears, therehas

been a tendency to favour an insurance-basedmodel,moving away from significantly

expanding thepublicprovisionof healthcare facilities. This crisis is exposing the inade-

quacies and limits of thatmodel. In the Union Budget of 2020-21, central government

spending onhealthwas pegged at Rs 67,484 crore, or 2.1 per cent of its total budgetary

outlay.Governmentspendingonhealth,atall levels,needstobesignificantly increased.

Yet,merelyrampingupspendingisunlikelytoleadtothedesiredoutcomesaspreferences

forprivatealternativesmaydominate.Thus,spendingplanswillhavetobereconfigured

toensureacommensurateriseinthequalityofpublichealthcarefacilities, inadditionto

ensuring accountability for the services being offered. The focus has to shift to primary

healthcare,neglectofwhichleadstoariseinoverallhealthcarecostsdowntheline,aswell

as loweringhealthoutcomes. The centralisedmodel of healthcare spending alsoneeds

tobereexamined.As this crisishas shown, stateshavevarying levelsof institutional ca-

pacity, andgoingahead, thisneeds tobe factored in.

Thepandemichasalsoexposedtheprecariouslivingconditionofcasualwagelabour-

ers, includingthelargemigrantpopulation,andtheirdifficulties inaccessingbasicserv-

ices. Dependent largely on daily wages, this section of the labour force does not have

safetynets,andadropintheir incomescanpushthemintopoverty.Toaddressthis,aso-

cialsecurityarchitecturethatisgearedtowardsensuringaccesstohealthcareservices,pro-

viding short-term relief for loss of income, and compensation for occupational hazard,

needs tobeurgently considered. There is need to ensureportability of benefits, suchas

the provision of food through the public distribution system. The long-term strategy

shouldbetobringgreaternumbers into the formalworkforce,whichwillprovidethem

with some formof social security. The government could incentivise this shift by fund-

ing part of the social security contributions, as it has done through the PradhanMantri

RojgarProtsahanYojana(PMRPY)whereitpaysthefullemployers’contributiontowards

theirprovident fund

SCHOOL’S OUT

Toworkonlineeffectively, childrenandtheir teachersneed

helpinghands in thedigital classroom

T
HEUNIVERSITYGRANTSCommissionheldameetingonMondaytoconsider

a tentative academic calendar for the current year, and theneed topromote

online learning and conduct common admission tests via the internet, but

school education is not getting the attention it deserves.When thenational

lockdown started, schools had scrambled to take their courses online. They had been

quiteinnovativeinunchartedwaters,usingdigitalresourcesavailableinteachers’homes

toconduct classesonline. Formidable challengeswere faced—limitedbandwidth, per-

sonal computers and phones unequal to professionalwork, and teachers and students

fallingbackonthecommunicationsgrammarof theliveclassroom,whichproducescon-

fusiononline.Parentshavehadtobeartheburdenofkeepingelectronicclassroomsinor-

der—by keeping theirwards in check—andhave beendevoting half their day to their

education, whileworking fromhome themselves. And everyone involved has discov-

eredthatelectroniceducation isnotacompletesolution.Paper,pensandgeometrysets

are still essential, even thoughstationeryshopsareclosed.

Thepurposeofalockdownistodelayacrisiswhilethestateandinstitutionsmarshal

their resources. This is being achieved, though imperfectly, in public health. Butmuch

needs to be done in school education, onwhich themore distant future depends, and

which is inurgentneedof thesupportof the stateand the IT industry.Back in2006, the

MITMedia Lab’s One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) initiative came a cropper in India over a

questionofhowjustRs450croreshouldbespent.Buttoday,asimilarprojecttomakeall

students capable of receiving digital education seems essential. Low broadband pene-

tration and the preponderance of prepaidmobile connections suggests that large sec-

tionsof thepopulationare lowondata,andtheconsequentdigitaldividecalls forsubsi-

dies.Besides,bothteachersandstudentsneedtraininginhowtooperateintheelectronic

classroom,andhowtodealwithdigitalworkflows.

State-backedtelevisionandradio,alongwithcommunityradioinunderservedplaces,

canhelptobridgethisdividetemporarily. Infact,educationwaspartof theoriginalremit

ofDoordarshan.Buteventually,theschoolsystemwouldhavetocutthecordandlearnto

operateonlineaseffectivelyasitdoesinthephysicalclassroom.TheCOVID-19crisisoffers

anopportunitytomake itpossible,witha littlehelp fromthestateandthe industry.

SCHRÖDINGER’S KIM
KimJong-un ismissing inaction.Thespeculationputs the

uncertaintyprinciple toshame

I
N1935,WHENErwinSchrödingerproposedhisnow-famousthoughtexperiment,

the ideawas simple: The interpretation of quantummechanics could not, while

makinganydegreeofwhatordinarypeoplecall sense,beappliedtoeverydayob-

jects.Hence, if a cat is lockedup inabox indefinitelywitha radioactivesubstance,

orpoisonofanykind,forasignificantperiodoftime,wedonotneedtoopentheboxtoknow

thatitslifeforcehasbeenfreedofthemortalcoil.Schrödinger’scat—andthelimitsof the

uncertainty principle it illustrates—needs anupdate. Schrödinger’s Kim is at hand, and

quantumphysicshasnothingonthemysteriessurroundingNorthKorea’sSupremeLeader.

Speculationaboutthewhereabouts,healthandevendeathofKimJong-unbeganon

April15,whenhedidnotturnupforTheDayof theSunfestivities inPyongyang.Theday

commemoratesKimIISung,hisgrandfatherandfirst leaderof communistNorthKorea,

andisanimportantpublicshowofstrength. IsKiminself-quarantine?Ishejustseeking

attentionviahis absence? Is there someothermedical ailment, seriousenough forhim

todisappearatatimewhenmostworldleadersareeagertobeseenatthefrontlineof the

“Covidwar”?DonaldTrumpclaimshehassecretknowledgeaboutKim’scondition.China

issendingoverdoctorstoNorthKorea.But,giventhattheboxthat isNorthKoreaandits

leaderremainsfirmlysealed—andTrump’scasualrelationshipwithfacts—thismerely

addsanothervariable to theuncertainty.

Tillweknow,wedonotknow.Unlike thecat in thebox, themissingdictator’s fate is

uncertain. Theworld is chiming inwith theories and even picking successors. The les-

sonforSchrödinger,andthosefondof citinghisexperimentasapopculturereferenceis

this:Theuncertaintiesof thequantumrealmpalewhen facedwith the factsof politics.

The populist moment

Christophe Jaffrelot and Jean-ThomasMartelli

ShobhitMahajan

Currentcrisis consolidatesapopulist rapportbetween
a leaderanda fictional representationof thepeople

SOME ONLINE QUESTIONS
Technological,social,pedagogical issuesmustberesolvedforonlineteaching

INTHECONTEXToftheCOVID-19crisis,polit-
icaldecisionsarepresentedasinstrumentsof
warfare.NarendraModirecentlyproclaimed
that the executivemust “work onwar foot-
ing”tofightthenew,invisibleenemy.Because,
inaClausewitziansense,waristhecontinua-
tionofpoliticsbyothermeans,weneedtoask
whatthispoliticsofwarfareistheextensionof.
Atthenationallevel,thecurrentcrisiscon-

solidatesapopulistrapportbetweenaperson
—Modi—andafictionalrepresentationofthe
people.Here,populismdoesnotrefertoirre-
sponsible economic redistribution. It is un-
derstoodnotonlyastheenactmentofstands
against corrupt elites, but as a practice of
democracyinwhichapoliticalleaderperson-
ifies inhis/her style andgovernanceadirect,
imitativerelationtotheimaginedpeople.This
entailsinstitutionaldisintermediationandthe
“flauntingof thelow”thatPierreOstiguyhas
pointed out. Several aspects of themanage-
mentoftheCOVID-19outbreakbyModicon-
firmthepopulistrootingofIndia’sdemocracy.
First,allmajordecisionsrelatedtothecri-

sis areannouncedbyModihimself usingdi-
rectvisualmediums.Nocabinetmember,no
parliamentary or party official, not even the
MinisterofHealthandFamilyWelfareiscom-
municatinganysignificantpolicyinformation
—in fact,mostof thebriefingsaremadebya
jointsecretary.Notonlydoesthismaintainan
unmediated connection between the ruler
and the ruled, it also constitutes a “one-way
traffic”sincenopressconferenceandnopar-
liamentary debate has created the space for
questioningthehandlingof thecrisis.
Whilehealthcareisastatesubjectandcon-

tagious diseases are on the Concurrent List,
the impositionof the lockdownand the cre-
ation of the PMCares Fund for coronavirus-
relatedmedicalexpenseswerepushedbythe
Centrewithoutconsultationwithelectedstate
governments.Notonlythat,whileCSRmoney
cangotothePMCaresFund,itcannotfinance
similar initiatives at the state level. This per-
sonalisationofpowerstandsinstarkcontrast
tothestyleofModi’spredecessor, theprimus
interparesofateamofexperiencedministers.
Second,Modicontinuestotapintopopu-

lar emotions, in contrast, once more, to
ManmohanSinghwhowasapolicy-oriented
technocrat.Today,thepoliticsofemotionspre-

vails, sometimes at the expense of adminis-
trative efficiency—hence delays in dealing
withtheCOVID-19epidemic.Whilethe2016
demonetisationwas about requesting sacri-
fices from citizens to eradicate the black
money of the corruptwealthy lot, the “peo-
ple’s curfew”, “imposed by the people”— in
Modi’sownwords—wassimilar inscope,as
itdemanded“sacrifices”“inserviceofthena-
tion.”Thiscalltransformedsocietyintowhat
VictorTurnercalledacommunitas,agroupin
fusion,asevidentfromthe taalibajana,thaali
bajana (clap your hands, clang your vessels)
and diya jalao,mombatti jalao (light earthen
lamps, lightcandles)events.
Third,Modi’s language is comparatively

moreaccessibleandculturallyevocativethan
thatofhispredecessors.Themajoritarianturn
inIndianpoliticsmeansthatreferencestothe
Hindufoldhavestrongerelectoralappeals,in-
ducingtheOppositiontotalklikeModiinthe
hopeof retainingitsvote-share.COVID-19or
not, thismodalityof Indianpolitics ishere to
stay. The legitimate complaint by liberal cir-
clesthatModi’sspeecheshaveledtodiffusion
of superstitiousmessages on socialmedia is
notinconsequential.Thespreadingreferences
toastrologyandthedestructivepowersofde-
votional noise are triggered by Modi’s
fetishisedreferencestotheHinduculturaland
religiousfolklore.
In this scenario, another feature ofModi

speeches is consolidated:Themultiplicityof
readingsitoffers.Approachedliterally,Modi’s
discourses are about constructive and opti-
mistic values, butwhen associatedwith the
content of his governance, they consistently
promptcommunal interpretations.Afterthe
episodeof“coronajihad”,inwhichmanyme-
dia reports painted theMuslim community
asresponsibleforthehikeininfectionslinked
toa religiousmeetingof theTablighi Jamaat,
Modi’s call for switching off lights onApril 5
alsogenerated religiouspolarisation.Hisap-
peal for expressing solidarity in the “war”
againstCOVID-19sparkedfearthatnon-com-
pliancefromMuslimswouldcauseretaliation
againstthem—andinsomeplaces, itdid.
Themanagement of the COVID-19 out-

break isnotonly theoutcomeof remarkable
times,itisalsothepersistenceofanunremar-
kable—yetefficient—politics, characterised

bythepopulistethosofModi.Anexploration
of the Indian Prime Ministers’ Speeches
(DIPMS) dataset, containing 5,254 speeches
(91,54,654words)of11primeministerssince
Independence, confirms that theofficial dis-
course today is a prolongation of theModi
strandofpolitics.AtextanalysisoftheDIPMS
corpusindicatesthatModimostthelanguage
associatedtointimacy,disintermediationand
simplicity.Heenablesmultiplereadingsofhis
speeches, cultivating an image of unchal-
lenged authoritywhile simultaneously em-
phasising humility, victimisation and social
harmony.Similarly,heactivatesanti-minori-
ties readingsof his decisions, accompanying
anotherwisepositivediscourse.
Modi’s simpler languagereliesmostlyon

the use of short sentences andnon-concep-
tualvocabulary.Hedoesnotengageininstitu-
tional or political dialogues but speakswith
“the people”. This results in the underuse of
vocabulary associated with institutional
processes.Democraticaccountabilityismin-
imalinModi’sIndia;instead,whatisenforced
ispermanentauthorisationthroughconstant
campaigning. Hence, an accumulation of
rhetoricalquestions,“Iandyou”periphrases,
vocative cases aswell as self-references—
sometimesinthethirdperson.Thelanguage
of intimacy is a striking feature:Modi’s dis-
courses keep on referring to conversant
realms of family, kinship and home. But he
shunstheuseof“we”whichisassociatedwith
unequalpowerrelations.
In theglobalcontextof theCOVID-19cri-

sis,headsofstatecapturethewholemediaat-
tention, limiting— in the nameof public in-
terest — the spaces for healthy checks and
balances inwhichanargumentativecivil so-
cietywouldhave itssay. In thisscenario, sur-
veillanceandthelimitationoffreedomsofas-
sembly and expression have become
everywhere thewar-time norm. This trend
maybearlongstandingconsequencesindem-
ocraticcountrieswherepopulismhasalready
developedaffinitieswithauthoritarianism.

JaffrelotisseniorresearchfellowatCERI-
SciencesPo/CNRS,Paris,professorof Indian
PoliticsandSociologyatKing’s IndiaInstitute,
London.Martelli isaresearcherattheCentre
deSciencesHumaines(CSH)inNewDelhi

A TEACHERAT one of the colleges in Delhi
Universityhadbeentoldtotakeonlineclasses
during the lockdown. Since hewas stuck in
his native villagewhich has no broadband
connection,hewasforcedtorelyonamobile
hotspot to connect to Zoom for his lectures.
Theproblemwasthat therewasonlyonelo-
cationinthehouse,aspotinthebackyardnext
to the cattle shed,where therewas reason-
ablemobile connectivity. So hewould con-
duct his classes fromhis backyard, until the
day the transformer inhis village conkedoff
andtherewasnoelectricityforthreedays.
In these unusual times,whennouns like

“Zoom”havemorphedintoverbsand“online
teaching and assessment” seems to be the
flavourwith education bureaucrats, it is im-
portanttorealisetheimplicationsofthisrad-
icalshift.Therearesignificantissues—techno-
logical, socialandpedagogical—whichneed
to be thought throughbeforewe jumponto
thisbandwagon.
First, the technological issue. The

University of Hyderabad carried out an in-
house surveywith about 2,500 students on
issues related to online teaching. Though90
per cent of the respondents have amobile
phone,about63percentof themcouldonly
accessonlineclassesinfrequentlyornotatall.
Interestingly, among the concerns raised
aboutonlineinstruction,40percentreported
unreliable connectivity as being amajor de-
terrentwhile30percentcitedthecostofdata.
Significantly, 10percent reporteduncertain

electricitysupplyasaconcern.
Thesenumbersarenotspecifictoapartic-

ularinstitution.OurstudentsattheUniversity
of Delhi (DU) have shared similar concerns.
And these are students from twoof the pre-
mier institutions in the country— the situa-
tionofstudentsinhundredsofstateuniversi-
tiesandthousandsofcollegescouldatbestbe
similar, or worse. The Niti Aayog, in its
“Strategy for New India@75” report, high-
lighted quality and reliability of the internet
asamajorbottleneck. Itwentontopointout
that55,000villagesinthecountryarewithout
mobilenetworkcoverage.
Thetechnologicalissuesare,ofcourse,in-

terrelatedwith social issues. In the last two
decades,therehasbeenaconsciousefforton
thepartofthestatetoimproveaccesstoedu-
cationatalllevels.FromtheRighttoEducation
ActtoOBCreservationtothemorerecentEWS
reservation,wehave seen a concerted effort
tobringmarginalised sectionsof our society
intotheambitofstate-fundededucation.And
thisisreflectedinthestudentdemographics.
Inasurveyof 400studentsatDUin2017,

wefoundthat35percentlivedinvillages.The
economicandeducationalbackgroundsofthe
studentswassignificant—more than75per
centofthemreportedafamilyincomeofless
thanRs5lakhperannumwhilemorethan40
per cent of themhadparentswith less than
highschooleducation,makingthemthefirst-
generation of college-goers. Our experience
isthatthenumbersinrecentyearsaresimilar

or evenworse. It is important to note that
these figuresare forDU—notsomemoffusil
collegeorstateuniversity.
Given the socio-economicmilieu from

whichstudentsarecomingintohighereduca-
tion, thesechallengesareimportanttofactor
into policies. And they segue into pedagogi-
calissues—alargenumberofstudentsarenot
comfortablewithspokenorwrittenEnglish.
Thismakesonlinepedagogicalmaterial that
much inaccessible. In face-to-face teaching,
thesefactorsaremitigatedtoanextentbythe
useofthebilingualcommunicationwhich,in-
cidentally, we have been using for several
years now. Further, the students comewith
differentlevelsofpriortraining,whichmakes
itdifficulttohaveaone-size-fits-allapproach
whichonlineteachingassumes.
Thecurrent situation is, of course, anun-

precedented one. However, we should be
careful of advocating inappropriate, inegali-
tarian, and discriminatory strategies to deal
with it. The issue isnotof a fewweeksof on-
lineteachingandonlineexams.Therealques-
tion iswhetherwe are letting in theprover-
bialnoseof thecamel intothetent.Once it is
there,thereisnostoppingthebeastfromtak-
ingover.Reducedcommitmentofthestateto
invest in public education andpromotion of
theonlinemodelinsteadmightjustbethelog-
ical result.Ormaybe, that iswhatoureduca-
tionplannersreallywant!

MahajanteachesphysicsatUniversityofDelhi

Modi’s simpler language
relies mostly on the use of
short sentences and non-
conceptual vocabulary. He
does not engage in
institutional or political
dialogues but speaks with
‘the people’. This results in
the underuse of vocabulary
associated with institutional
processes. Democratic
accountability is minimal in
Modi’s India; instead, what
is enforced is permanent
authorisation through
constant campaigning.
Hence, an accumulation of
rhetorical questions, ‘I and
you’ periphrases, vocative
cases as well as self-
references — sometimes in
the third person. The
language of intimacy is a
striking feature.

The issue is not of a few
weeks of online teaching and
online exams. The real
question is whether we are
letting in the proverbial nose
of the camel into the tent.
Once it is there, there is no
stopping the beast from
taking over. Reduced
commitment of the state to
invest in public education
and promotion of the online
model instead might just be
the logical result.
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I think I can safely say that nobody

understands quantummechanics.

— RICHARD FEYNMANTHEEDITORIALPAGE

GANGA TALKS FAIL
A THREE-HOURMEETING between India’s
energy minister, A B A Ghani Khan
Chowdhury, and the Bangladesh deputy
primeminister, JamaluddinAhmed,inDelhi
failedtobreakthedeadlockgrippingthede-
liberations of the Joint Rivers Commission
over the Gangawaters. Officials of the two
countries have also spent several hours in
discussionsbutcouldnotcometoanagree-
ment on a draft bywhich the commission
should admit its failure and remit the issue
backtothetwogovernments toresolve.The
onlypositiveaspectofthethismeetingofthe
JRCwasthepromisethatitwillmeetagainin
Daccasometime in June.

NEPAL REFERENDUM
AFTER THE YEAR-OLD campaign dust and
noise settles in the Himalayan kingdom,
over13millionNepalesewillanxiouslywait
toseewhetherthe7.2millionof theircoun-
trymenwithvotingrightsretain theparty-
less panchayat systemor reject it in favour
of multi-party parliamentary democracy
thattheylost in1960.Thecountry’s firstna-
tional referendum, promised by King
Birendra a year ago in the wake of an un-
precedented popular upsurge against the
closed partyless panchayat government,
will be held onMay 2. The outcome of the
referendumwill, however, be known only
after aweek.

PLOT AGAINST J C SHAH
IN AN APPLICATION for anticipatory bail
filed before the Delhi High Court, R C
Sharma,seniorsuperintendentofpolice,at
Kamal inHaryana, has stated that over the
past two months he has been repeatedly
pressurised to lead false evidence against
Justice J C Shah (who headed the commis-
sionto look intoEmergenceyexcesses)and
other importantpersonalities,byswearing
that JusticeShahhadpersonallyaskedhim
to have P S Bhinder — now commissioner
of Delhi Police — implicate Indira Gandhi
andSanjayGandhi in the textile inspectors
case.Theapplicationforanticipatoryball is
to comeup in theDelhiHighCourt.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY

“It would be a mistake to think the spread of Covid-19 can be checked by hope
alone. The last 10 years have undermined the ability of the government to
respond effectively and efficiently.” — THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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THEDAMAGETOourplanetbyenvironmen-
tal pollution has been a hot topic of discus-
sionfordecades.Thereare,however,equally
serious if not greater dangerswhich no one
talks about— the consequences of the pol-
lutionofminds,especiallythoseoftheyoung.
A child’smind is, at itsmost impression-

able, likewetclaywaitingtobemouldedinto
shapes — good, bad or ugly. According to
Benjamin Spock, anAmerican paediatrician
whose book Baby and Child Care is amongst
the best-selling books in history, 85per cent
of thechild’smind isdevelopedbytheageof
five.ThisisspeltoutlucidlybyRobertFulghum
inhismagnumopusAll IReallyNeedtoKnow,
I Learned in Kindergarten: “Share everything,
play fair, don’t hit people, put things back
where you found them, clear up yourmess,
don’ttakethingsthatarenotyours,whenyou
gooutintotheworld,watchoutfortraffic,hold
hands,andsticktogether!”
If the formative years are so crucial, it is

vitalthatwhatachildisexposedtoishealthy
and positive. In the global village, there are
streamsofmessagesfloatingaround,gener-
ated bymutual hatred. Children aremerci-
lessly left to inferwhat they can fromthese.
The consequences are unimaginably disas-
trous. Theseedof poison isplantedwithout
much notice. This cancer affects the soul,
curbsthedevelopmentof theindividualand
constrains personality. Fear and aggression
get ingrained in thepsyche.
WiththephenomenalexpansionofTV,a

child’sexposuretotheoutsideworldisenor-
mous. Hate and violence pre-dominate TV
content.AccordingtoanAmericanstudy,by
thetimeachildis18,(s)hehasbeenexposed
to2,00,000actsofviolence,including25,000
killings. Somuch exposure to violence bru-
taliseschildrenmore thanadults. They tend
to takemurderasawayof life.
Experts believe that violence shown in

themediaisthesinglelargestsourceofpath-
ogenicandcriminogenicimagery.Aggressive
characters become children’s role models
andmanyofthemgrowuptobeangryyoung
men andwomen. Their belief in the estab-
lishedlegalsystemissubverted.Thecasesof
moblynchingandpeopletakingthelawinto
theirownhandsprove thepoint.
Thepollutionofthemindsofadolescents

isassevere, ifnotmore.Thecrisisof identity
makesthisagesegmentvulnerable tophys-
icalandpsychologicalbehaviouralproblems.
They are overtaken by several emotional
problemslikeanger,aggression,depression,
loneliness, insecurity and feelings of guilt.
Thephysiologicalchangesleadtoadolescents
getting involved in high-risk behaviour like
sexual experimentation and drugs. Crimes
by and against adolescents surface inmany
forms like eve-teasing, abduction, rape, in-
cest, prostitution, and sexual harassment.
How canwe forget that in the horrendous
December2012Delhirapeandmurdercase,
themostbrutal offenderwasa teenager? In
manycasesofmoblynchingandcommunal
and caste violence, teenagers have been in
the forefront.
Mind pollution typically expresses itself

in the creation of stereotypes. This could be
aboutgender, communities, religion, ethnic
groups, or any other distinction. Targeting
themwithhateandviolenceisoftenthenext
step. One particularly severe pollutant is
communalism,which calls for some elabo-
rationasanexample.Thechild’smindis the
worstvictimof thispollution.
Inmy professional upper-middle-class

setting,myseven-year-oldsonreturnsfrom
aposhDelhi school and asksme, “Papa, are
weMusalmaans?”Bewilderedatfirst, Iques-
tionedhim:“Whydoyouask?”“Aboyinmy
class was telling other children,” he an-
swered.Thiswas30yearsago.It isahundred
timesworse now. Nazia Erum, in her book
MotheringaMuslim,hasamplydocumented
this phenomenon, whereMuslim children
asyoungasthreehavebeencalledterrorists
bytheirclassmates.Thecommunalisationof
textbooks, demonising some communities
in theprocess, is aggravating thesituation.
The “we and they” being instilled in

youngmindsisaterribleformofmentalpol-
lution.Thisnotonlyfillsthemwithangerand
hatred for the “other”, but instills in them a
fear of the other. As Edmund Burke has ob-
served, “No passion so effectually robs the
mindofallitspowersofactingandreasoning
asfear.” Itwillnotbewrongtosaythatliving
in fear is a self-inflictedpunishment.
All pollution spreads through agents or

carriers.Propagandaisamajorcarrier. Inthe
wake of a few unfortunate terrorist acts, a
well-orchestratedcampaigndubs theentire
Muslim community as terrorists. Some ob-
scurantists trumpet derisive slogans about
Muslimslike,“Humpaanch,hamarepachees”
(we are five - husband and fourwives - and
have 25 children), and an image is deliber-
atelyormischievouslycreatedofMuslimsas
polygamists. This is designed to cause a rift
between communities. They have achieved
tremendoussuccess.Thisisatravestyoffacts.
The only study on marriage customs

(‘Towards Equality — The Report of the
CommitteeontheStatusofWomeninIndia,

1975’) found that all the communities in
India, including Hindus, had incidences of
polygamy. Muslims, in fact, had the least!
The227thReportof theLawCommissionof
India (2009) on prevention of bigamy via
conversion to Islam stated that asmany as
one crore Hindumen hadmore than one
wife, compared to 12 lakhMuslimmen, as
per the1971census.
Themedia, unfortunately, has played a

key role in thepropagationof distorted im-
ages.With theproliferationof socialmedia,
fear and hatred have become visceral.
Individualscaneasilyfindotherswhoshare
those feelings and this soon leads to amob
mentality.
Now,letusturntotheMuslims.Someon

the lunatic fringe talk of “jihad against the
infidel” asa religiousdutyandapassport to
Jannat(paradise).ButenroutetoJannat,hell
is created. Theyconveniently forget the fact
that the concept of jihad in Islammeant a
strugglewithintoovercomeilliteracy, igno-
rance, and immoraldesires.
The resistance tomind pollution has to

start with the realisation of its disastrous
consequences — direct and imminent.We
needseriousresearchtoquantify thepossi-
ble damage bymind pollution, as has been
done for environmental pollution.We can-
notwait aday longer.Mindpollutionhas to
bestopped.Moreover,thepollutionthathas
already takenplacehas tobeaddressed.
While parents have to rise to play their

role, the responsibility of the state, educa-
tionsystem, judiciary, and themedianeeds
tobeespeciallyrecognised.Childrenrequire
a happy and congenial environmentwhen
theyaregrowingup,notfearandhatred.The
coronaviruswill, hopefully,disappearsoon.
But the communal virus will continue to
haunt us for long. Let’s not build a nation at
warwith itself.

Thewriter is formerChiefElection
Commissionerof India.HeholdsaPhDin

childdevelopment
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THEWORLD is Flat, Thomas Friedman’s
paean to globalisation, beginswith a golf
gameinBengaluruwiththeCEOofaglobal
Indian IT firm.When he sawbillboards of
European and JapaneseMNCs around the
golf-course, Friedmanhad a “eureka”mo-
ment.HecalledhiswifeintheUSonhiscell-
phone, and said, “Theworld is flat”.When
FriedmanlaunchedhisbookinNewDelhiin
2005, India’sMinister for Panchayati Raj,
Mani Shankar Aiyar, disagreed with his
view.Jetsettersmaybeconnectedwiththe
rest of theworld, he said. However, they
don’t knowwhat is happening in villages
just50kmfromwherethey live.
Thesub-titleofFriedman’sbookwas,A

BriefHistoryofthe21stCentury.Thehistory
of theglobalisationhewascelebratinghas
turned out to be very brief. In 2020, the
globalCOVID-19pandemichasforcedmil-
lions of Indians to return to their villages.
Jetsetters have been locked in their gated
communities. Global supply chains have
been broken apart. People are scrambling
foressentialsfromlocalsuppliers.Theide-
ology of globalisation has hit realities on
theground.
Recovery from COVID-19 is an oppor-

tunity to create economies that aremore
resilient and fair. Threearchitectural prin-
ciplesmustapply.
The first principle is, economies of

“scale” should be replaced by economies
of “scope”. A complex global economy in
which local producers obtain scale (and
lower costs) by supplying products for
globalmarketsisvulnerabletoshutdowns
anywhere.Localeconomiesthathaveava-
rietyof capabilitieswithinthem,albeiton
smaller scales, are more resilient.
Therefore, local economic websmust be
strengthened, inpreferencetoglobalsup-
ply-chains.
COVID-19 has settled, for now, the de-

bate between free-trade evangelists and
advocates of industrial policy. “Make in
India,”whichwasdismissedbyfreetraders
as a reversion to pre-1991 economic poli-
cies,hasbecomeanecessity—tomaintain
suppliesofessentialsandtocreateemploy-
ment for the hundreds of millions of
Indians with fragile incomes who have
beenbadlyshakenbythelock-downofthe
Indianeconomy.
The second principle is, local systems

solutions are essential for global systemic
problems. Garrett Hardin had coined the
expression,“TheTragedyoftheCommons”,
in1968,forthepropositionthataresource
thatbelongstoeverybodywillnotbecared
for by anybody. This supportedpolicies to
privatisepublicproperty,ostensiblyforthe
benefitofeverybodyandbecamethedom-
inant school of economics from the1970s
onwards. “Capitalists” often citeHardin in
theirquarrelwith“socialists”.
Elinor Ostrom, whowas awarded the

NobelPrizeforeconomicsin2008(thefirst
womaneconomicslaureate,after62men),
offered a different explanation for the

tragedy of the commons. She argued that
common resources are well-managed
when those who benefit from such re-
sources themost are in closeproximity to
them. For her, the tragedyoccurredwhen
external groups exerted their power (po-
litically, economicallyor socially) togaina
personal advantage. Shewas greatly sup-
portiveof the“bottom-up”approachtois-
sues: Government intervention could not
beeffectiveunlesssupportedby individu-
alsandcommunities, sheasserted.
Theworldisfacingchallengesofecolog-

ical sustainability and persistent inequali-
ties,whichseemtogetworsewiththepre-
vailing paradigm of economic growth.
These challenges are described in the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
They cut across national boundaries. They
alsospanseveraldomainsofexpertiseand
institutionalmandates.Thefinal,17thgoal
states the principle bywhich all the goals
willbeachieved—“partnerships”.
Effectiveactiontoaddressmultiplechal-

lengestogetherrequires“systemsthinking”
—thatis,asystemicvisionspanningacross
theproblems.Incontrast,theprevalentac-
tion theory, used by governments, busi-
nesses and philanthropic organisations to
solvecomplexproblems,focusesonbreak-
ing complex problems into components
andthentacklingthecomponentsinsepa-
ratesilos.Indeed,thiswidelyprevalentthe-
ory of action has contributed greatly to
causingthesystemic,interconnectedprob-
lemstheSDGsnowaimtoaddress.
Systemsthinking isessential, amongst

expertsatthetopandamongstpartnerson
theground. Severalorganisationsarepro-
moting collaborative actionwith systems
thinking on the ground in India.
Kudumbashree in Kerala has proven the
power of community action. The
FoundationforEcologicalSecurity,guided
by Elinor Ostrom’s ideas, is working in
many Indian states.Dainik Bhaskar is pro-
moting“SDGchaupals” in Indianvillages.
The third principle for the new econ-

omy is, empower the people, the funda-
mental requirement for genuine democ-
racy.CounteringFriedman’scelebrationof
globalisation,AiyarmentionedIndia’scon-
stitutional requirements for self-gover-
nance in India’s towns and villages. These
are not being implemented by govern-
mentsandpolicyexpertswhodonotwant
togiveuppower to thepeople.
India lives in its villages, Mahatma

Gandhi had said. Most of India still does.
Andmany,whohadmigratedtocitieslook-
ing for jobs, are returning, shaken by the
pandemic. Gandhiwas a systems thinker.
He also had a vision for a just world. For
Gandhi, the global villagewas an abstract
concept.Thiscannotberealiseduntil local
villages and towns become harmonious
communities, where people live in har-
mony with each other and with nature
aroundthem.
COVID-19marks the end of the eco-

nomics’ paradigm of the Washington
Consensus.Newmodelsofeconomies,and
new rules of global governance, must be
bottom-up, not top-down. That’s howthe
wholeworld canmove from relief, to re-
covery, and into resilience.

Maira isa formermemberof thePlanning
CommissionandauthorofTransforming
Systems:WhytheWorldNeedsaNew

Ethical Toolkit

All pollution spreads
through agents or carriers.
Propaganda is a major carrier.
In the wake of a few
unfortunate terrorist acts, a
well-orchestrated campaign
dubs the entire Muslim
community as terrorists.
Some obscurantists trumpet
derisive slogans about
Muslims like, ‘Hum paanch,
hamare pachees’ (we are five -
husband and four wives - and
have 25 children), and an
image is deliberately or
mischievously created of
Muslims as polygamists.
This is designed to cause a
rift between communities.
They have achieved
tremendous success. This is a
travesty of facts.

Strengthening
the local

Post-COVIDeconomicmodels,rulesofgovernance,
mustbebottom-up,nottop-down.That’showworld
canmovefromrelieftorecovery,andintoresilience

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

STICK AND STICK

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘No one
should buy vegetables fromMuslims:
UPBJPMLA’ (IE, April 28).Will the au-
thorities file an FIR and arrest MLA
Suresh Tiwari formaking such anout-
rageous and overtly communal state-
ment? Is there really any room for in-
vestigating“thecircumstancesinwhich
hemade the remarks,” as claimed by
the BJP spokesperson?Whenever this
governmentfacescriticalcomments, it
hastwoweaponstobeatitscriticswith:
Brand themas traitors (“deshdrohi”, if
they are Hindus), or ask them to go to
Pakistan(if theyareMuslims). Itwould
not be a surprise if no action is taken
againstTiwari.

RanjanDas,Mumbai

TOUGH BALANCE

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial , ‘Waysof
openingup’ (IE,April28).Whilethede-
veloped nations tend to focus on the
“lives” of their citizens, India needs to
concentrate on both lives and liveli-
hoods.Easingthelockdownrestrictions
in states with the lesser number of
COVID-19 cases is a sensible decision.
On the other hand, ensuring that this
easingdoesnot leadtoariseincasesin
Indiawill beagreat challenge.

ParulSrivastava,Prayagraj

STORE IN INDIA

THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Let’s fillup
thetank’(IE,April28).Whilelookingat
storageforoilreservesabroadisoneop-
tion, there is an alternative. As there is
an employment crisis and the lock-
downhastobeliftedforensuringliveli-
hoods, it is better to construct storage
facilitiesinIndia.Thisconstructioncan
contribute a bit to addressing the un-
certainty somany face right now and
alsomakeusfullyindependentinterms
of storage.

AamilLodhi,Gandhinagar

LETTER OF THE

WEEKAWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
theWeek award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Lettersmay be

e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

S YQuraishi

Ourchildrenneedahappyandcongenialenvironmenttogrowupin,
notaclimateof fearandhatred

The other pollution
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Doctorsdeservedignity, securityas theyrisk their livesduringthepandemic

ACHENNAIdoctor, SimonHercules, diedof
COVID-19 on April 19. Hewas denied even
basicdignityatthetimeofhisdeathasamob
attacked his friends and familywith sticks
and rodswhen theywere transporting his
body toaburial ground.
Thisincidenthas,yetagain,castaworry-

ingspotlighton thehealthandsafetyof our
frontline soldiers in the collective fight
against COVID-19. Howdowe, as a people,
gofromclappinghandsonourbalconiesand
rooftopsasagestureofgratitudeforhealth-
care workers to heaping the kind of abuse
we witnessed in Indore, Moradabad and
Bengaluru?
AneminentNoida-baseddoctortoldme

that doctors havebeen subjected to attacks
for quite some time inour country.He con-
tractedCOVID-19while treating anasymp-
tomatic patient, and is currently in self-iso-
lationinahospital,separatedfromhisfamily.
He said thenewsof him testingpositive for
coronavirus had spread like wildfire. His
driver,whohadnotcomeforworksincethe
lockdown onMarch 25, was not permitted
byhis neighbours to enter his house unless
heproducedanegativecoronavirustestcer-
tificate.
According to a 2017 study by the Indian

MedicalAssociation,over75percentofdoc-
torshavefacedviolenceatworkand56.5per
cent had thought of hiring security at the
placeof theirpractice.
Nineteen states in India have passed

Medicare Service Persons and Medicare

Service Institutions (Preventionof Violence
andDamageorLossofProperty)legislations
inthepastdecade.Butmostcomplaintswere
not registeredby thepolice.
Lessthanayearago,doctorsandmedical

professionals inKolkatalaunchedamassive
protestafteradoctoratagovernmentmed-
ical hospital in the citywas beaten and left
withafracturedskulloverthedeathofa75-
year-old patient. This sparked nationwide
protestsoverviolenceagainstdoctors, lead-
ing to a Healthcare Service Personnel and
Clinical Establishments (Prohibition of
ViolenceandDamagetoProperty)Bill,2019,
beingproposedby thegovernment.
In light of such recent attacks on doc-

tors and healthcare workers across the
country, the central government, on April
22, introducedanordinance to amend the
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, to make at-
tacks ondoctors andhealthcareworkers a
cognisable, non-bailable offence: The of-
fence shall be punishable with imprison-
ment ranging from three months to five
years, andpenalty ranging fromRs50,000
to 2 lakh. In cases of very serious attacks,
the imprisonmentmay be for aminimum
period of six months, and a maximum of
sevenyears,with thepenalty ranging from
Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.
Thedoctor’sHippocraticOathis,histori-

cally, takenbyphysicianswho swear toup-
hold the highest ethical standards in the
practice ofmedicine. If doctors, out of their
strong senseof personalduty, arewilling to

make huge personal sacrifices by risking
their health, and by living apart from their
families,thenwhycan’tweordinarycitizens
treat themwith the dignity that everybody
deserves?
Consider the fact that theWorld Health

Organisation (WHO)has framedguidelines
on the rational use of impermeable suits,
protective shields and goggles — generally
referredtoaspersonalprotectiveequipment
(PPE). The donning and doffing of PPE is a
cumbersomeprocess forwhichastrictpro-
tocol ismandated.Adoctor at LokNayak Jai
PrakashNarayanhospitaltoldmethat,“once
you zip upyou are sealed in for six to seven
hours.Youpassdarkurinebecauseyoucan-
notdrinkwater.Becauseoftheimpermeable
fabric,itbecomessuffocatingandyoursweat
doesnotevaporate”.AjuniorresidentatRam
ManoharLohiahospital,Delhi,narratedhow
his colleague fainted due to dehydration
whilewearing thePPE.
Significantly,thePPEisforone-time-use:

Due to shortages in supply, the healthcare
workers fear substandard products have
flooded themarket. A well-known doctor
fromaprominentprivatediagnosticlabora-
tory inDelhi said that thePPEsprovidedare
often foundtornanddamaged.
Apart from the constant risk of

pathogen exposure, medicos face contin-
ued psychological distress. And despite
greatpersonal sacrificesmadebyourdoc-
tors,nursesandhealthcareproviders, land-
lordshavedispossessedmedicos fromten-

anted premises since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began.
The Supreme Court on April 8 directed

that testing of COVID-19 in private labs be
madefree for theeconomicallyweakersec-
tionsof societywhoareunabletoaffordthe
fee.Later,onApril13, it furtherclarifiedthat
thebenefitof freetestingcanbeavailedonly
bythoseeligibleundertheAyushmanBharat
PradhanMantri Jan Aarogya Yojana, as im-
plemented by the government, and any
othercategoryof economicallyweakersec-
tions in society, as notified by the govern-
ment for free testing.
The doctor associated with the same

prominent private lab in Delhi, mentioned
above,pointedoutthatthoughthere’saper-
ception thatRs4,500 for a test is expensive,
the actual cost to the labs exceeds that
amountbyamuchgreatermargin.Ifallover-
head costs are factored in, the labwill incur
seriouslosses.Despiteall this,whenhealth-
careworkers fromthe labvisit patients and
are “frequently subjected to physical vio-
lence”, it isdeeplydemoralising.
Such interactions with doctors reveal

some stark contradictionswithin our soci-
ety.Wedeifydoctorsaslife-giversontheone
handbut don’t refrain fromattacking them
in times of desperation, on the other hand.
Wereposeour lives in themas though they
are god, butwe forget that doctors are also
human,and fallible.

Kapila isaDelhibased lawyerandwriter

Let’s help the healers

SiddharthKapila
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No. Dy Ch. E/92/SWD/WS Dated 27.04.2020.

OFFICE OF
DEPUTY CHIEF ENGINEER (STROM WATER DRAINS) WESTERN SUBURBS

Greenwood Complex, Andheri Kurla Road, Near Gurunanak Petrol Pump, Andheri (E), Mumbai-400093

THIS IS A e- TENDER NOTICE

The dates and time for uploading e-Tender & opening of the e-Tenders are as under: If there are any
changes in the dates the same will be displayed on the MCGM portal. (http://portal.mcgm.gov.in) or will
be displayed on the notice board in the office of Dy. Ch. E (S.W.D.) WS.

The e-Packet 'A', e-Packet 'B' & e-Packet 'C' shall be uploaded online before last date and time for
submission.

The Municipal Commissioner reserves the right to reject any or all e-tenders without giving any reason
to the tenderers.

The details are available on MCGM's website http://portal.mcgm.gov.in

Sd/-

Deputy Chief Engineer

(Storm Water Drains)

PRO/49/ADV/20-21 Western Suburbs

The e-tender sale starts from :- 29.04.2020 from 11.00 a.m.

Prebid meeting 11.05.2020 at 1500 Hrs. in Conference room of AMC(P)'s
Conference Hall, Head Office, Fort, Mumbai-400001.

The last date & time of e-tender sale :- 26.05.2020 up to 1200 noon

Last date for Submission of e-Tender :- 26.05.2020 up to 1600 Hrs.

Opening of Packet -'A' 27.05.2020 after 1605 Hrs.

Opening of Packet -'B' 27.05.2020 after 1615 Hrs.

The packet 'C' to be opened on :- 09.06.2020 at 1500 Hrs

Sr.
No.

Name of the Work Estimated Cost
(In Rs.)

Earnest
Money

Deposit (In
Rs.)

Class Time
Period

Cost of
Blank e-
Tender
form

1 Et No. 7100177427
WS-536 Designing
Providing, Constructing
and commissioning
modernized & fully
automated package
modular sewage
treatment plant along
Poisar River on Design
Build Operate (DBO)
along with 15 years of
operation & maintenance
& providing & laying of
sewer network provision
of interceptors for
diversion of DWF,
construction of service
road and road side drains
on either banks of Poisar
river.

7,51,69,34,651/- 7,51,69,400/- Category C-
II, C-III & V
and Class-I
(A) in Civil
works (as
per new

registration
rules 2015
& 2016)
and/or in

Class AA in
M&E works

as per
registration
of 2015 &
class A in

M&E as per
registration

rules of
2016

Thirty Six
(36)

Months
(Encluding
Monsoon)

Rs. 8085/-
(Rs. 7700/-

+ 2.5%
CGST +

2.5%
SGST)

2 Et No. 7100177428
WS-537 Rejuvenation of
Oshiwara/walbhat River
by Designing, Providing,
Constructing and
commissioning
modernized & fully
automated package/
modular sewage
treatment plant along
Oshiwara/Walbhat River
on Design Build Operate
(DBO) along with 15
years of operation &
maintainance &
providing & laying of
sewer network, provision
of interceptors for
diversion of DWF,
construction of service
road and road side drains
and construction of
retaining walls on the
banks of Oshiwara/
Walbhat river.

5,03,42,43,363/- 5,03,42,500/- Category C-
II, C-III & V
and Class-I
(A) in Civil
works (as
per new

registration
rules 2015
& 2016)
and/or in

Class AA in
M&E works

as per
registration
of 2015 &
class A in

M&E as per
registration

rules of
2016

Thirty Six
(36)

Months
(Encluding
Monsoon)

Rs. 8085/-
(Rs. 7700/-

+ 2.5%
CGST +

2.5%
SGST)

MCGM HELPLINE NUMBER 1800221292 from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m.

FOR Homeless/Stranded Migrants/ Workers for food & shelters

Shri Charu Chandra Pathak, Asstt. Comdt.

(12.10.1973 – 27.04.2004)

Sashastra Seema Bal fondly remembers and
cherishes the valiant act of Braveheart Shri Charu
Chandra Pathak, Assistant Commandant, who made
supreme sacrifice of his life in the line of duty for
Nation. On 23rd April 2004, militants lobbed a
grenade on SSB troops of 7th Battalion at Congress
Bhawan, Srinagar (J&K). Shri Pathak led bravely

from the front to counter the maneuvers of the militants, suddenly a
second grenade was lobbed by militants. In this attack Shri Pathak got
severe splinter injuries on his head and unfortunately succumbed to
injuries. In the recognition of his bravery and sacrifice for the nation he
was posthumously awarded the Police Medal for Gallantry on Republic
Day, 2005. His courage and valor would continue to inspire us all.
We salute the valor of brave soldier.

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

E-Tender Notice

Sd/-

PRO/50/ADV/20-21 E. E. Mech. (Sew.) Malad Zone

Department Chief Engineer (Sewerage Operation)

Division Executive Engineer Mechanical (Sewerage)
Western Suburbs

Bid No. 7100177454

Subject Designing Providing Constructing and
commissioning Modernized and fully
automated package/modular sewage
Treatment plats based on MBR capacities 1.5
MLD and 5 MLD along Dahisar river on
Design Build Operate (DBO) along with 15
years of Operation & Maintenances and
providing and laying of sewer network
provision of interceptors for diversion of
DWF construction of service road and road
side drains on either banks of Dahisar River.
For interception & Diversion Works of
sewage

Sale of Tender From 18.04.2020 Time 1100 Hrs.
To 26.05.2020 Time 1200 Hrs.

Website http//portal.mcgm.gov.in

Communicating
Officer:

A) Name Shri. R. T. Sonavne Shri. D. P. Varade

B) Telephone No. 26318728

C) Mobile No. 9833539063, 8879699521

D) E-Mail Address eemechsws.so@mcgm.gov.in

MCGM HELPLINE NUMBER 1800221292 from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m.
FOR Homeless/Stranded Migrants/ Workers for food & shelters

SANTANUCHOWDHURY

KOLKATA,APRIL28

A DAY after Chief Minister
MamataBanerjeeassuredallhelp
topeoplestuckdueto lockdown
outsideWest Bengal, six elderly
personsstrandedatanAssamtea
estate urged the state govern-
menttobringthemback.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress

overthephone,AjoyChakrabarti,
58,saidheandhisfivefriendshad
gone to Assamon a vacation on
March 20 to visit Kamakhya
Templeandwerescheduledtore-
turnonMarch26.However,they
got stuck after the nationwide
lockdownwas announced and
had been staying at Ambica Tea
EstateatKhoirabarisincethen.
“Wewerecaughtbysurprise

when thenationwide lockdown
was announcedwithout giving
ustimetoreturnhome.Thelock-
downwasenforcedjusthoursaf-
ter Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'saddressandsincethenwe
arestuckinthisteaestate.Weare
not paying for our accommoda-
tionasitbelongstoourfriend,but
we are running out ofmoney to
buyfoodandmedicines.Asallof
usareelderlypeople, somehave
blood sugar andheart ailments.
Themedicinewehaverightnow
will not last long.We urge the
MamataBanerjeegovernmentto

make arrangements to take us
backhome,"saidChakrabarti.
Chakrabarti and twoothers -

-SaradaBanerjee(63)andIndrani
Banerjee (56) are residents of
Kolkata, while three others --
SandipPal(62),SangeetaPal(51)
and SanchitaMunsi (54) -- are
fromtheHowrahdistrict.
Chakrabarti, however, said a

medical teamhadvisitedthetea
estate and conducted COVID-19
tests on them. "All of us have
testednegative.Wearefreetore-
turn home, provided there are
transport arrangements.
Yesterday,CMMamataBanerjee
said that her government will
take people like us back home.
Wearehopingthatourpleaswill
beheardbytheadministration,”
hesaid.
Extending a helping hand to

peoplefromWestBengalstuckin
otherstatesduetothelockdown,
thechiefministeronMondayas-
suredthemofhelp.
Using her Twitter handle,

Banerjee said, "GoWB
(Government of West Bengal)
willinitiateeverypossiblehelpto
peopleofBengalstuckindiff(dif-
ferent) parts of the country due
to lockdown, in returninghome.
I've instructedmyofficers to do
theneedful.TillthetimeI'mhere,
nobody fromBengal should feel
helpless. I'mwith you in these
toughtimes,’ shewrote.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

KOLKATA,APRIL28

EXPECTINGOVERCROWDINGof
hospitals after the lockdown is
pared down, the state govern-
menthasaskedthemtodrawup
a blueprint for crowdmanage-
ment and adherence to social
distancingbypatients.
This comes after Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Mondayhintedthatrestrictions
may be relaxed in non-hot spot
areas.
The Health and Family

Welfare Department late on
Mondaynightcirculatedguide-
lines todistrict hospital. “All are
herebyadvisedtodrawupablue
print for the normalisation of
hospitalservices,coveringallas-
pects of the administration, in-
cludingduty rosters fordeploy-
ment ofmedical personnel and
other staff,” said thecircular.
Onpatientswhoneededsur-

gery, the government said that
they should be first tested for
COVID.
The circular said, “All sus-

pects of COVID-19 should be
kept in isolation and be dealt
with as per the protocol given
earlier. In the IPD, the gap be-
tweenthetwobedsshouldbeat
leastonemeter.Doctors,nurses,
paramedics shouldusePPEand
maskandfrequentlywashtheir
hand.”
LateronTuesday, reiterating

its sternwarning, the state gov-
ernmentaskedprivatehospitals
from turning away patients.
They were also directed to be
“energetic” while dealingwith
COVID-19 positive patients.
Addressingmediapersons fol-
lowingameetingbetweenChief
MinisterMamata Banerjee and
representativesofmedicalinsti-
tutes, Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha said,“Wehavegotreports
that several patients are being
asked togo to governmenthos-

pitals and are not getting treat-
ment at private hospitals. This
hastostopandallprivatehospi-
tals are being asked not to do
this.Weare also looking at pro-
viding transport facilities to
more doctors and nurses. We
will also provide trainings on
howtousePPE.”
Heunderlinedthatallprivate

hospitals had to set up isolation
wards as per ICMR guidelines
andprovidetreatmenttoCOVID
patients.
Meanwhile, with 28 new

coronavirus cases, the number
of total active cases rose to 522
active cases on Tuesday. Two
more deathswere attributed to
the pandemic since Monday
evening, taking the toll to22.
“Ten patientswere released

fromhospitals.Sothetotalactive
positivecasestandsat522.Inlast
24 hours, 1,180 tests were con-
ducted. Till now 13,223 tests
have been conducted,” said
Sinha. Active cases refer to the
total cases subtractedbydeaths
andrecoveries.
Accordingtohim,75percent

of the newcases emerged from
Kolkata, Howrah and North 24
Parganas (all redzonedistricts).
“There are 227 containment

zones inKolkata, 56 inHowrah,
57inNorth24Parganasand8in
EastMidnapore,”saidthesecre-
tary. “From tomorrow, wewill
distribute face shields to front-
line healthwrokers. Two of our
doctors have died. We have
given Rs 10 lakh as compensa-
tion toeach family,”hesaid.

Six elderly stuck in
Assam tea estate seek
CM’s help for return

Peoplestand inaqueuetobuymilk inKolkataonTuesday. ParthaPaul

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE

KOLKATA,APRIL28

A TEAMof policemenwere at-
tacked by a group of people
when they tried to enforce the
lockdown at Howrah district's
Tikiapara area, a containment
zone, onTuesday evening. Two
policemenwere injured.
Theincidenttookplacewhen

apolicepatrolreachedTikiapara
afterreceivinginputsthatalarge
number of people gathered at a
localmarket violating the lock-
down and social distancing
norms. Howrah has been de-
claredasoneofthefourredzone
districts inWestBengal.
According to police, locals

scuffled with policemen and
RapidActionForce(RAF)person-
nelaftertheywereaskedgoback
to theirhomes.Videosonsocial
mediashowedlocalschasingthe
policemenandattackingapolice

outpost.
Later, a huge contingent of

police and RAF personnel was
rushedtothearea.“Thesituation
isundercontrolnow,”saidasen-
iorpoliceofficer.
StateMinisterRajibBanerjee

vowedstrongactionagainst the
guilty.
BJP national secretary Rahul

Sinha accused the police of go-
ing slow against lockdown vio-
lators.“Theadministrationdoes
not want to enforce the lock-
down,”hesaid.

Cops attacked for asking
people to stay indoors

WEST BARDHAMAN

Device for

swab sample

developed

Kolkata: TheCSIR-CMERI
in Durgapur has devel-
oped a low-cost robotic
devicethatcanbeusedfor
collectingswabsamplesof
peoplehaving symptoms
of coronavirus, besides
treating COVID-19 pa-
tients. Itwillbeveryhelp-
fulforfrontlinehealthcare
workerswhoaretreating
COVID-19 patients, said
professor Harish Hirani,
thedirectorofCSIR-CMERI
Itwill help them indeliv-
eringserviceswhilemain-
tainingsocialdistancing.

PTI

CORONA

WATCH

Govtaskshospitals tomanagecrowd;
23freshcasesand2moredie instate

STATECOUNT

522
ACTIVE
CASES

22
DEATHS

119RECOVERED

13,223SAMPLES
TESTED TILL APRIL 28
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THREEDAYSaftera50-year-old
mandiedofcoronavirus,hiswife
too died on Saturday, at Tangra
areaof southKolkata.Thecause
of death of the 46-year-old
woman,whowassufferingfrom
severe asthma and heart ail-
ments,isunknown.Accordingto
their relatives, shedied of heart
attack after receiving the news
ofherhusband’sdeath.Thecou-
plewaschildless.
Policenowdeclaredthearea

tobea redzone.
Accordingtoaneighbour,the

man took his ailing wife to a
nursing home on April 21. He
startedfeelingunwell thereand
later developed respiratory
problemsafter returninghome.
He then went to Beliaghata ID
Hospital for a check-up andun-
derwent a test for coronavirus.
The next day he died and was
taken to a local crematorium.
Later, he tested positive for
COVID-19.
“Afterhedied,hiswife’scon-

dition became critical. His
nephewmadearrangementsfor
her treatment, but she died of
cardiac arrest on April 25. She
was cremated and did not un-
dergoanyCOVID-19test.”
Thedeceased'snephewsaid,

“My uncle had a grocery shop
here. As they did not have any
children, so they treatedme as
theirown.”Headded,“Aftermy
uncle’s death, police had asked
us to remain in quarantine.
However, after three days, my
aunt suddenlydied.”

Man dies of
COVID-19,
3 days later
wife passes
away too

Brace for surgeofpatients, hospitals told

Heavypolicepresenceafter
theattackat thespot.Express



TOP 10STATES

INDIA COUNT: 29,974 (937 DEATHS)
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3108 Delhi
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Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?

Write to explained@indianexpress.com

1259 Andhra Pradesh

CORONAVIRUSOUTBREAK

YOURQUESTIONSANSWEREDDAILY

92,584
Iran

201,505
Italy

159,038
Germany

158,353
United Kingdom

166,036
France

232,128
Spain

994,625
US

83,938
China

114,653
Turkey

TOTAL CONFIRMED:3,074,948 DEATHCOUNT:2,13,273

Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11:00pmonApril 28

MUCH AS the outbreak is keeping
manypeopleindoors,therearesome
professionalssuchasdoctorsandpo-
lice who need to go to their work-
place. Besides, everyone needs to
visit the grocer for essentials at one
point. If they feel this brought them
close to a person possibly infected
with COVID-19, what extra precau-
tions should they take?
First, it is not necessary that a

COVID-19 patient will always infect
everyone who came close to them.
Second, to know if they did, the
newlyinfectedhastodevelopsymp-
toms,which not everyone does. But
if one does begin to feel unwell, the
HealthMinistryadvisesself-isolation
by staying at home. Do that even
with mild symptoms such as
headache, low-gradefeverandslight
runnynose, until you recover.
If you develop fever, cough and

difficulty in breathing, seekmedical
advicepromptly; thismaybedue to

a respiratory infection or other seri-
ous condition. Call the healthcare
provider inadvanceand tell themof
anyrecenttravelorcontactwithtrav-
ellers, so that the provider can
quicklydirectyoutotherighthealth
facility, theMinistry advises.
Without symptoms, the usual

guidelines apply. If youwent out to
buy or collect supplies, thenwear a
mask. Regularly and thoroughly
clean your hands with an alcohol-
based handrub, or wash themwith
soap and water. Both of these are
knowntokill viruses thatmaybeon
your hands; they destroy the fatty
envelope that characterisesviruses.
Whileoutdoors,maintainat least

1metre distance from others — es-
pecially if someone is coughing or
sneezing. It is widely accepted that
the novel coronavirus spreads itself
throughdroplets,whicharereleased
inabundancewhensomeonecoughs
or sneezes.

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands33
ArunachalPradesh 1
Assam 38
Bihar 346
Chandigarh 40
Chhattisgarh 37
Goa 7
Haryana 296
HimachalPradesh 40
JammuandKashmir 546
Jharkhand 103
Karnataka 520
Kerala 482
Ladakh 22
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 12
Mizoram 1
Odisha 118
Puducherry 8
Punjab 313
Tripura 2
Uttarakhand 51

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,April28.Somestatesmayhave
reportedhighernumbers.Onlystates/UTswithatleastonecaselistedabove.

7027PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN30STATESANDUNIONTERRITORIES

93,558
Russia

ABHISHEKDE&NUSHAIBAIQBAL

NEWDELHI, APRIL28

THEGOVERNMENThasmaintainedthatdue
to the lockdown imposed onMarch 24, the
doubling time of coronavirus cases has in-
creased. In theweek before the lockdown,
thedoublingtimeacross Indiawas3.4days.
BytheweekendingApril27,ithadimproved
to10.77days,ananalysisofdailydatashows.

Why thismatters
Doublingtimeisaconceptborrowedfrom

theworld of finance, where it is routinely
usedtocomputethetimetakenforaninvest-
menttodouble. Inapandemicsuchasthis,a
single-daydoublingtimewouldmeanthat,if
therewere 100 cases to startwith onDay0,
therewould be 200 cases onDay 1, 400 on
Day2,800onDay3andsoon.However,if the
doubling ratewas three days, 100 cases on
Day0would increase to200casesonDay3.
Doublingrateisnotknowninadvance.Ithas
to be calculated, basedon the emergenceof
newcases,andassuch, itchangeseveryday.
Sometimes, a large surge or dip in the

number of cases can give an erroneous im-
pression of the spread of the disease.
Therefore, doubling rate is often calculated
using the five-day, seven-day or ten-day
moving average of cases to capture trends
over longer periods. The government had
highlighted seven-day moving averages.
Here, we have calculated the doubling rate
for five-daymovingaverages.

The trends
Usingfive-dayaverages,anddatatillApril

27,weshowthatthedoublingrateatthena-
tional level increased from 3.21 days on
March23,justaheadofthelockdown,to7.82
days in the five-day period ending April 17
(when the first phase of lockdown ended),
to10.77days in theperiodendingApril 27.
Thenational figuresmaskthewidevari-

ationsinthestates.Amongthe12stateswith
thehighestnumberof casesonApril27, the
disease was growing at the fastest rate in
West Bengal, doubling at just 7.13 days, fol-
lowedbyMaharashtraandGujarat,at7.9and
8.3 days respectively. The slowest doubling
was inTelangana, at58days (see chart).
West Bengal saw an increase of nearly

93% between April 20 and April 27, which
corresponds to a cumulative daily growth
rate (CDGR) of more than 10%. Cases in
Maharashtra and Gujarat grew by 85% and
93%, respectively, in thesameperiod.
In Kerala, which had registered the first

three cases of COVID-19 in India in end-
January,thedoublingtimehasimprovedfrom
about3daysbeforethelockdownto37.17days
now.Thestatehasearnedglobalpraiseforits
containmentstrategy.WhileTelangana’sdou-
blingrateisevenslower,Kerala’sissignificant
giventhat ithasalowernumberofcases.
Doubling timeshave increased inall the

top 12 states, underlining the effect of the
lockdown so far. Except inWest Bengal, the
CDGRfor the last fivedaysof all other states
in the top 12havedroppedbelow10%. This
has happened for the first time for
Maharashtra,whosecountgrewbyanaver-
age 8.74% per day as compared to over 17%
in the firstweekofApril.

The caveats
The current Indian Council of Medical

Researchguidelinesallowfortestingonlypeo-
plewithsymptoms,thosewithtravelhistory,
or contacts of infectedpeople.However, 80%
ofpatientsareasymptomatic,givingrisetothe
possibilityofmanycasesgoingundetected.
“Onewould expect that asmore people

are tested,more caseswould come to light
each day and the doubling intervalwill also
decrease.Sincethatisnotthecasehere,itsug-
gests that there is a slowdown in thepropa-
gation of the disease. These data need to be
read inconjunctionwith thehospitalisation
numbersforseriousacutepulmonaryinfec-
tionandthepopulationsurveillancedataon
influenza like illness, to give a three dimen-
sional view,” saidDrK SrinathReddy, presi-
dentofthePublicHealthFoundationofIndia.
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FROMTRENDS so far,menhave appeared
likelier thanwomen to die of COVID-19.
Whilethereasonremainsanopenquestion,
reports from theUSover the last twodays
havedescribedtrialsthatwillseektofindout
whethertheanswerliesintwosexhormones
inwomen—estrogenandprogesterone.

The trends & the theories
Variousstudieshavecapturedatrendthat

appearstoprevail inmanycountriesandre-
gions. Inmid-February, a paper byChinese
researchers analysed data fromWuhan,
Hubei, andChinaas awhole andcalculated
afatalityrateof2.8%formen,ascomparedto

1.7%forwomen.Sincethen,Italy, Iran,South
Korea,Germany,FranceandtheUKhavere-
leaseddatathatshowedasimilartrend.Data
fromtheUK’snationalstatisticsoffice,infact,
suggested thatmenwere twice as likely as
women to die of COVID-19. Anddaily data
fromAustralia’sHealthDepartment showa
visiblyhigherdeath rate amongmen in the
agegroups70-79and80-89.
Indiadoesnotreleasesex-aggregateddata

onCOVID-19casesanddeaths.
Asforthecause,therehavebeenvarious

since the trend became obvious, including
thepossibilitythatwomen’ssexhormones
help them fight the infection better than
men.Amongother theories related tobiol-
ogy,onedrawsfromthefactthatawoman’s
geneticmakeupconsistsof twoXchromo-
somes (a man has only one of those).

Because X chromosomes containmost of
thegenesrelatedtotheimmunesystem,the
inferenceisthatwomenarebetterequipped
tomountan immuneresponse.
Other theoriesarebasedon lifestyleand

perceptions—menarelikeliertosmokeand
take risks,which could include not taking
enoughprecautionsagainstinfection.

The hormones
Estrogenandprogesteroneare the two

main sex hormones that characterise a
woman.Estrogenhelpsherdevelopfemale
physicalfeaturesandalsomaintainsherre-
productivesystem.Progesteroneissecreted
by a temporary endocrine gland that the
bodyproducesduringthesecondhalfofthe
menstrualcycle,andhelpspreparethebody
forpossiblepregnancyafterovulation.The

male body too has estrogen and produces
progesterone,both insmaller amounts.
Now,twoteamsintheUSaretestingthe

theory that these hormones helpwomen
fight COVID-19 better. One team, at Stony
Brook University, New York, has already
started treatingmale patients of COVID-19
withmilddosesofestrogen.Theotherteam,
at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles, will conduct trials with proges-
teroneonmeninfectedwiththecoronavirus.
More candidates arebeing recruited for

theestrogentrials.“Thepurposeofthisstudy
is to find out if estrogen... given as a patch
placed on skin of COVID19positive or pre-
sumptivepositivepatientsfor7dayscanre-
duce the severity of COVID19 symptoms
compared to regular care,” theUSNational
LibraryofMedicinesays.

The New York Times quoted Dr Sara
Ghandehari, principal investigator for the
progesteronestudyofCedars-Sinai,assay-
ing thatmen are clearly doingworse than
women in ICU, and that pregnantwomen
(whohavehighlevelsofestrogenandprog-
esterone) tend to havemild courses of the
disease. “So something about being a
womanisprotective,andsomethingabout
pregnancy isprotective,andthatmakesus
thinkabouthormones,” she toldTheNYT.

The counter-argument
Womenproducethemostestrogenand

progesteroneduringreproductiveage,and
the levels of both fall drastically after
menopause.So, if thesehormoneswerere-
sponsibleforthelowerfatality rateamong
women, the trend should not have shown

itself amongolderwomen.However, even
elderly women have shown a better sur-
vival rate thanelderlymen.
Assuch,someexpertswhostudysexdif-

ferencesinimmunityhavewarnedthathor-
monesmay fail to be themagic bullet that
some are hoping for, The NYT report said.
Sabra Klein,who studies sex differences in
viral infections and vaccination responses
at the JohnsHopkins Bloomberg School of
PublicHealth,toldTheNYT:“Weseethisbias
acrossthelifecourse.Oldermenarestilldis-
proportionatelyaffected,andthatsuggests
tome it’s got to be something genetic, or
somethingelse, that’snot justhormonal.”
Thedisproportionatefatalityrateamong

men shows itself veryprominently among
70-89-year-olds in graphics releasedby the
Australiangovernment.

Doubling times, earlier & now
SIMPLYPUT

COVID-19cases in Indiaaretakingalongertimetodoubleduringthelockdownthantheywereearlier.
A lookatnationwidetrends,andhowwidelythedoublingrateshavevariedfromonestatetoanother

Do sex hormones helpwomen fight COVID better? To find out, trials onmen
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FASTEST INWESTBENGAL, SLOWEST IN TELANGANA

Doubling rates for COVID-19,

simply defined as the number of

days it takes of the count of cases

to double, have been calculated

here for five-daymoving averages

and plotted for the country and

the 12 states with the highest

number of cases as of April 27.

The vertical bar againstMarch 22,

for example, signifies the

doubling rate of cases in the five-

day period leading to that date,

whichwas two days before the

lockdownwas announced. As of

April 27,West Bengal had the

fastest doubling rate at 7.82 days.

Cases in Telanganawere doubling

at the slowest rate— every 58 days

—while Kerala’s rate was 37 days.
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If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that you

would like explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com

Shoppingduringrelaxationof lockdowninShimla.PradeepKumar

What extra care should I take if
I visited a high-risk area?
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NORTHKOREA

AbsentKimmay
betryingtoavoid
virus:South

Seoul:Fearof catching the
coronavirus could have
keptNorthKorean leader
Kim Jong Un away from
stateceremonies forakey
holiday in April, a South
Korean minister said
Tuesday as speculation
swirledoverKim’shealth.
SouthKorea'sUnification
Minister KimYeon-chul,
whooverseesengagement
withtheNorth,saiditwas
plausiblethatKimdecided
againstattendingbecause
of the coronavirus, given
thestringentstepshisgov-
ernmenthastakentohead
off an outbreak. “I don’t
thinkthat’sparticularlyun-
usualgiventhecurrentsit-
uation,” theminister said,
thoughNorthKoreasaysit
hasnoconfirmedcasesof
thevirus. REUTERS

KimJongUn File

PANDEMIC
WATCH

BANGLADESH

600apparel
factoriesreopen
despitevirusrisk

Dhaka:Nearlyamonthaf-
ter Bangladesh ordered
garment factories shut-
teredtopreventthespread
of thecoronavirus, the in-
dustry is reopening hun-
dredsofthemdespiterisks
thediseasemightspread.
RubanaHuq, president of
theBangladeshGarment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, or
BGMEA, said shewasun-
derpressuretoreopenfac-
tories after thepandemic
cost the industry more
than $3 billion in orders
thatwerecancelledorsus-
pended.HuqsaidTuesday
that about 600 factories
had reopenedduring this
week, adhering to health
protocols.Workers living
near the factories are the
first to return to the pro-
ductionlines,shesaid. AP

MADAGASCAR

Presidenttouts
herbaldrink
againstvirus

Antananarivo: President
Andry Rajoelina has pro-
moted the drink Covid
Organicsonnationaltele-
vision saying it will
“changethecourseofhis-
tory”.Theherbaldrinkhas
not been scientifically
tested and there's no
proof it works against
COVID-19. But the presi-
dent is enthusiastically
promotingit.Thelabelon
thebottledoesnotlistthe
ingredientsbutthepresi-
dent said it ismade from
artemisia,abitterrootthat
is used in somemalaria
drugs. AP

THENEWYORKTIMES

NEWYORK,APRIL28

THE UNITED States Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has expanded its list of
possible symptomsof the coro-
navirus, a step that reflects the
broad variation and unpre-
dictability in theway the illness
canaffect individualpatients.
Echoing the observations of

doctors treating thousands of
patients in the pandemic, the
federal health agency changed
itswebsite to cite the following
symptomsaspossibleindicators
of COVID-19, the infection
causedby thecoronavirus:

■Chills
■Repeatedshakingwithchills
■Musclepain
■Headache
■Sore throat
■Newlossof tasteor smell

Previously it had listed just
three symptoms: fever, cough
andshortnessof breath.
TheCDCaddedthesixsymp-

toms after new recommenda-
tionswere issued by an organi-
sation of public health
epidemiologists that is respon-
sible for defining which infec-
tiousdiseasesaretrackedandre-
ported to the agency. The
organisation,theCouncilofState
and Territorial Epidemiologists,
or CSTE, recommended that
COVID-19 be considered a na-
tionally reportable illness and
gaveguidelinesabouthowcases
shouldbedefinedandidentified.
The group’s recommenda-

tionssaythatcasesshouldbere-
ported if there are positive lab
tests,butalsoif thereareclinical

symptomsthatmeetoneofsev-
eralthresholds.Onecategoryin-
volves peoplewho have cough,
shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing.Anotherinvolvespeo-
ple with two of the following
symptoms: fever, chills, shivers,
muscle pain, headache, sore
throat or new dysfunction of
taste and smell. Cases of people
in both categories should be re-
portedaslikelyCOVID-19onlyif
there isnoothermoreplausible
diagnosis,therecommendations
say.
While people who become

seriouslyill fromcoronavirusin-
fectionprimarilyhaveacuteres-
piratory distress, other symp-
toms that accompany the
diseasecanvarywidely,doctors
andresearchershavereported.
It has turned out, for exam-

ple, that many people with
COVID-19 do not have fevers or
that their feverswax andwane,
and are sometimes accompa-
niedbychills.
Shortness of breath can

emerge at the same time as
othersymptomsoritcancropup
suddenlyaweekoreven10days
after a person has been experi-
encingmoremanageablesymp-
toms likecoughandaches.
Somepeoplereportanotable

loss of smell and taste, an effect
that can also occur with other
respiratory infections.
The revised CDC list differs

somewhat from the symptoms
described by theWorld Health
Organizationonitswebsite.The
WHO says the most common
symptoms are fever, dry cough
andtiredness.
“Some patients may have

aches and pains, nasal conges-
tion,sorethroatordiarrhea,”the
WHOsays.

Chills, loss of smell:
CDC adds to list of
COVID symptoms

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA

KARACHI, APRIL28

THE GOVERNOR of Pakistan’s
Sindh province, Imran Ismail, a
verycloseaideofPrimeMinister
Imran Khan, has tested positive
forthecoronavirus,hispartysaid.
A stalwart of the ruling

PakistanTehreek-e-Insaaf,Ismail
said hewas prepared to fight it
out.“Ibelievethisisnothingwhat
we are prepared for.May Allah
give us the strength to fight the
pandemicinshallah,”hetweeted.
Beforehewent into self-iso-

lation, thegovernormetanum-
ber of people and attended im-
portantmeetings.
Accordingtoinformationre-

leased by the Governor House,
Ismail held separate meetings
withdelegationsof theJewelers
andManufacturers Association
and the Beauty Parlour
AssociationonApril 24.

On the same day, the gover-
nor attended an informal cere-
mony at a field isolation centre
todonate3,000protectivegear.
Meanwhile, Khan wished

Ismail a speedy recovery from
thecoronavirusonTuesday.
“PrayingforGovernor Imran

Ismail’s speedy recovery from
COVID19. May Allah grant him
the strength to fight this,” he
tweeted.
“Iamthankful toall thecabi-

netmembers, friends & family
who showed their concern re-
gardingmyhealth...I amingood
health&spirit....,”Ismailtweeted.

Indian held by US border
protection tests positive
New York:A 31-year-old Indian
man,whowasapprehendedon
the suspicion of illegally cross-
ingintoAmericathroughtheUS-
Mexico border, has tested posi-
tivefortheCOVID-19,becoming
thefirst individual intheborder
protection agency’s custody to
be infectedwith thevirus.
The US Customs and Border

Protection (USCBP) said that on
April 23, a border patrol agent
apprehended three Mexicans
and the Indian national sus-

pectedofhavingillegallycrossed
the US-Mexico border near
California.
TheIndiannational,whowas

not identified, displayed flu like
symptoms, followingwhich he
was evaluated bymedical per-
sonnelandplacedinquarantine.
Hewas tested for theCOVID-19
and his evaluation came back
positive.
“This is the first individual in

CBP custody to test positive for
COVID-19,” theagencysaid. PTI

ASSOCIATEDPRESS

UNITEDNATIONS,APRIL28

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL
Antonio Guterres warned
Monday that extremist groups
are taking advantage of COVID-
19 lockdownsto intensify social
media efforts to spread hatred
and recruit young people who
arespendingmore timeonline.
Even before the coronavirus

pandemic, he said, one of every
fiveyoungpeoplewasnotgetting
an education, training orwork-
ing,andoneofeveryfourwasaf-
fectedbyviolenceorconflict.And
he lamented that every year, 12
million girls becomemothers

whentheyarestill children.
Guterres told a UN Security

Councilmeetingonyouth,peace
andsecurity that“these frustra-
tionsand, frankly, failures toad-
dressthembythoseinpowerto-
day,fueldecliningconfidencein
political establishments and
institutions.”
“When such a cycle takes

hold, it isalltooeasyforextrem-
ist groups to exploit the anger
anddespair, and the risk of rad-

icalizationclimbs,”hesaid.
Butdespitethesechallenges,

the UN chief said young people
“arestill findingwaystoengage,
support each other, and to de-
mandanddrivechange”.
JayathmaWickramanayake,

thesecretary-general’senvoyon
youth, criticized themedia for
focusingon “the smallminority
of young people who disre-
garded guildelines” and for
“completelysideliningthethou-
sandsofyoungpeoplewhowere
alreadyfightinginthefrontlines
of thecrisis”.
Shededicatedherspeech“to

all the young people who are
putting their communities
aheadof themselveswithinwar

zones, within refugee camps,
withinfavelasandwithinsettle-
ments,showcasinggritandlead-
ership that sometimeswe even
fail to see in our own political
leaders”.
“Young people are a huge

sourceofnewideas,solutionsand
innovation,” Estonia’s UN
AmbassadorSvenJürgensonsaid.
“During the current pandemic,
however, theycanbeamongthe
greatest victims.” He cited esti-
mates that anadditional 42mil-
lion to 66million children could
fallinto“extremepoverty”asare-
sultof COVID-19andananalysis
from a agency showing that 91
per cent of theworld’s students
areaffectedbyschoolclosures.

Secretary-
General
Antonio
Guterres

Imran
Ismail

‘Extremists using COVID to recruit youth’

REUTERS

BEIRUT,APRIL28

VIOLENT PROTESTS erupted in
Lebanon’s Tripoli again on
Tuesday, withmore banks set
ablazeafteranightofriotingthat
leftoneprotesterdead,according
to security andmedical sources,
in demonstrations renewed by
growingeconomicdespair.
A collapse in the Lebanese

poundandsoaringinflationand
unemploymentarecompound-
inghardship in Lebanon,which
hasbeen indeep financial crisis
since October. A shutdown to
curbthespreadofthenewcoro-

navirus has exacerbated eco-
nomicwoes.
Themanwhodiedwasinhis

20s and itwas not immediately
clearwhowasresponsibleforhis
death, thesourcesaid.

Soldiersnearacarsetafirebyprotesters inTripoli.AP

Lebanon riots over price hikes leave
one protestor dead, scores injured

Xi calls Nepal counterpart,
inquires about Oli’s health

YUBARAJGHIMIRE

KATHMANDU,APRIL28

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinping
on Tuesday telephoned his
Nepali counterpart BidhyaDevi
Bhandari, promising all help in
the fightagainstCOVID-19.
A releasebyNepal’sMinistry

ofForeignAffairsstatedthatXi,in
his conversationwith Bhandari,
also expressed happiness over
the return of PrimeMinister K P
Sharma Oli to a normal work
schedule after his kidney trans-
plant surgery last month, and
conveyedhis bestwishes for his
goodhealthandhappiness.

The phone call comes at a
timewhenOli is said to be em-
battled fromfactionswithin the
rulingCommunistPartyofNepal.
A statement released by

China,however,didnotmention
Xi’s inquiryaboutOli’shealth. It
says, “President Xi Jinping said
on Monday evening that the
Chinesesidehadbeenfollowing
theepidemicsituationinNepal,
andwill continue to firmly sup-
port its combat against the
COVID-19outbreak.”
Xi, also called for the health

andmedical institutions in the
two countries to strengthen
communication and coopera-
tion, the releasesaid.

Governor of Pakistan’s Sindh
tests positive for coronavirus

THENEWYORKTIMES

NEWYORK,APRIL28

BEARING THE familiar red and
white logo, it looks just like any
Red Cross group that rushes to
disasters, deploys medics and
raises funds across the world
with political neutrality and in-
dependence.
But there is a bigdifference:

China’sRedCrosshasbeenbuilt,
funded and directed by the
Communist Party — effectively
making it anarmof the state.
InWuhan, the charity's offi-

cials were quickly paralysed by
bureaucracy, competingman-
datesandchaos.Fordays,tensof
millionsofdollarsinfundswent
unusedwhilepilesofprotective
gear sat in a sprawling ware-
houseasdesperatehealthwork-
ersbattled theviruswithout it.
The Red Cross Society of

Chinadidnot respond tomulti-
ple requests for comment.
Aspubliccriticismmounted,

China’s top leader, Xi Jinping,
called on the Red Cross to be
more open. “Charitable organi-
zations and the Red Crossmust
operate efficiently, enhance
transparency,andactivelyaccept
supervision,sothatcompassion
and goodwill can be promptly
fulfilled,”Xi said inFebruary.
When a natural disaster

strikes,theChinesegovernment

often gives theRedCross a near
monopoly on collecting dona-
tions. But the Red Cross shares
the traits of many of the coun-
try’sgovernmentministriesand
state-ownedenterprises.
As the Chinese Communist

Party looks to expand its influ-
ence overseas, so goes the Red
Cross.
In Pakistan, where China is

buildinganetworkof roads, rail-
ways and pipelines, the charity
hasofferedambulancesandmed-
icalprofessionals.InAfghanistan,
ithastreatedchildrenwithheart
disease. In Sri Lanka, it has do-
natedfundsforfloodvictims.
Now, China is following a

similar playbook in its coron-
avirus diplomacy. The charity’s
image has become crucial to

Beijing’s efforts to quell anger
about its earlymissteps indeal-
ingwith the outbreak. The Red
Cross has sent doctors, masks
and traditional Chinesemedi-
cine to Iraq. It flewmore than
$600,000intestingkitsandsur-
gicalhoods toPakistan.
As they travel theworld,Red

Cross employees are splashed
across Chinesemedia outlets in
apropagandadrivethathelpsto
fuel national pride and blunt
public anger at a time of eco-
nomicdistress.
In Baghdad, they are shown

discussing the construction of a
coronavirus testing center. In
Pakistan,theyaredepictedhelp-
ing children put on masks. In
Italy, they are portrayed visiting
hospitals.

“When I got the news last
night at 10 that 40 respirators
had been donated...I nearly be-
gan to cry,” said Giulio Gallera,
the top health official of Italy’s
Lombardyregion.

Protesterscall for theendof stay-at-homeorders inOrange,California.AP/PTI

REUTERS

WASHINGTON,NEWYORK,

APRIL28

THENUMBER of confirmedUS
coronavirus cases neared 1mil-
liononTuesdayandtheprojected
American death toll rose in a
closelywatchedacademicmodel,
evenassomestateseasedrestric-
tions aimed at fighting the pan-
demicbatteringtheeconomy.
With President Donald

Trump’seconomicadviser fore-
casting an unemployment rate
ofmorethan16percentforApril
and many Americans chafing
under stay-at-home orders,
aboutadozenstatesweremov-
ing to restart their battered
economies despite a lack of
large-scalevirus testing.
Public health experts have

warned that a premature roll-
backofsocialdistancingpolicies
aimed at curbing the spread of
thepathogencouldcauseasurge
innewinfections.
Georgia, at the vanguard of

states reopening businesses, on
Monday permitted restaurant
dining for the first time in a
month. Texas Governor Greg
Abbott said on Monday he
would let the state’s stay-at-
homeorderexpireandbeginre-
opening businesses including
restaurants and retail shops in
phasesbeginningonFriday.
Thegovernorsof otherstates

includinghard-hitNewYorkhave
put off the reopening of busi-
nessesoutofconcerntheymight
fuelasecondwaveof infections.
Morethan56,000Americans

havediedofCOVID-19,therespi-
ratoryillnesscausedbythevirus,
with an average of about 2,000
aday thismonth, according toa
Reuters tally.
The University of

Washington’smodel,oftencited
by White House officials and
state public health authorities,
upwardly revised its projected
U.S. coronavirus death toll to
more than 74,000 US lives by
August4,comparedwithitspre-
vious forecastof 67,000.

USHousewill not
return nextweek
Lawmakers in theUSHouse

of Representatives will not re-
turn toWashington next week
as planned, due to the continu-
ingriskofcoronavirusinfection,
a top House Democrat said on
Tuesday, in a reversal of plans
outlinedonlyadayearlier.
HouseMajorityLeaderSteny

Hoyersaidhemadethedecision
to keep the chamber on an ex-
tended recess after discussing
the situation with the official
House physician. “The House’s
physician’s viewwas that there
was a risk tomembers that we
would not recommend taking,”
Hoyer told reporters.

AmedicalworkerembracesacolleaguefromWuhan.APFile

USnears 1mncases, somestateseasecurbs
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AFUELtankerexplodedTuesday
inanattackonanorthernSyrian
town controlled by Turkish-
backed opposition fighters,
killing at least 40 civilians,
Turkey'sDefenseMinistry said.
The Defense Ministry

tweeted that the attack took
placeinacrowdedstreetinAfrin
and the dead included 11 chil-
dren. Theministry said 47 peo-
plewerewounded.
Turkey's state news agency

citedunnamedsecurityofficials
whosaidtheattackwasbelieved
to have been carried out by
SyrianKurdishfighterslinkedto

Kurdish militants fighting
Turkey.
Turkey and allied Syrian

fighters took control of Afrin in
2018inamilitaryoperationthat
expelled local Kurdish fighters
and displaced thousands of
Kurdish residents. Ankara con-
siders the Kurdish fighterswho
wereincontrolofAfrintobeter-
rorists. Since then, there have
been a series of attacks on
Turkish targets in thearea.
The Britain-based Syrian

Observatory for Human Rights,
anoppositionwarmonitor, said
the blast occurred in amarket
andkilled36, includingwomen
and children, and wounded
about40others.
Theblastsetseveralcarsand

shops on fire and tanker trucks
wereused to fight theblaze.
Similar blasts in areas con-

trolledbyTurkey-backedoppo-
sitionfightershavekilledscores
of people in recentmonths, at-
tacks that Ankara blames on
Kurdish fighters.
Turkey supports the Syrian

opposition in the war against
President Bashar Assad but has
joinedwithRussiatosecureand
monitor local cease-fires.
Activist collectives in north-

ern Syria urged people in the
Afrin area to head to hospitals
anddonateblood.
TheObservatoryandotherac-

tivistssaidthedeathtollcouldrise
because some of thewounded
wereincriticalcondition.

Blast in Syria town kills 40

New York: China is pushing
back against the growing
chorus of voices around the
worldcalling for thecountry
to pay compensation for the
damage caused by the coro-
naviruspandemic.
At a briefing Tuesday, a

spokesman for the Chinese
ForeignMinistry,GengShuang,
accusedpoliticiansintheUSof
“lyingthroughtheirteeth”.
“We advise American

politicians to reflect on their
own problems and try their
best to control the epidemic
assoonaspossible, insteadof
continuing to play tricks to
deflectblame,”hesaid.
Mr Geng’s comments

cameonedayafterPresident
DonaldTrumpsuggestedina
newsbriefingthattheUnited
States would be seeking
“substantial” compensation
for Beijing’s handling of the
coronavirusoutbreak.NYT

China rejects calls
for compensation

Coronavirus diplomacy: How China’s
Red Cross serves the Communist Party
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EVENAS there is a growing con-
cernaroundredemptionpressure
ondebtmutualfundsinthecoun-
tryandtheReserveBankof India
onMondayannounceda special
liquiditywindowworthRs50,000
crore for the industry, following
Franklin Templeton’s decision to
windupsixcredit funds,areport
preparedbyMorganStanleysays
that sincemutual funds (MFs)
havealreadyshiftedsignificantly
towards stronger borrowers, the
downsideriskiscontained.
“Recent events at credit risk

funds have increased risk of re-
demptionsatdebtmutual funds.
However,we think a big shift in
AUMmixoverthepast18months
towards stronger borrowers
shouldmitigatethisrisk,” itsaid.
Dataondeploymentof funds

byMFsavailableonSebi’swebsite
showsthatbetweenMarch2019
andMarch2020,MFsmovedto-
wardssaferassets.Theoverallex-
posureofdebtassetsunderman-
agement (AUM) to government
securitiesrosefrom3.98percent
to8.49percentoverthelastyear.
They also raised their holdingof
PSU bond/debt from 11.85 per
centto15.09percentinthesame
period.Besides,theshareofMFal-

location to treasurybills andcol-
lateralisedborrowingandlending
obligations rose by 3.9 per cent
and4.96percent,respectively.
On theother hand, exposure

to commercial paper of non-
banking financial companies
(NBFCs) reduced from8.13 per
centlastMarchto3.33percentin
March2020.Theexposuretocor-
porate debt (NBFCs) declined

from8.46percentto7.19percent
in thesameperiod.MFsevenre-
ducedtheshareof investment in
commercial paper of companies
other thanNBFCs from18.98per
centto13.75percentoverthelast
oneyear, and theyalsocutexpo-
sure to banks’ certificate of de-
positsfrom15.49to10.16percent.
While credit risk funds that

have comeunder pressurenow,

constitute 5 per cent of overall
mutualfunddebtAUM,thereport
saidthatNBFCs/HFCswithstrong
parentage constitutemore than
80per cent ofMFdebt exposure
toNBFCs/HFCs.Itfurthersaidthat
lendersfacingfundingconstraint
represent around 5 per cent of
overallmutual fund debt expo-
suretoNBFCs/HFCs.
“We think further downside

risks tomutual fundexposure to
theNBFC/HFC segment are con-
tained.Wenote that of a sample
of 25+ leading NBFCs/HFCs for
whichwewereabletogetgranu-
larfundingdata,theshareofmu-
tualfundsinoverallborrowingsis
downfrom18percentinSept-18
to12percentasofDec-19.Howe-
ver,forentitiesfacingfundingcon-
straints, it is downmore sharply,
from28per cent to 6 per cent,”
saidtheMorganStanleyreport.
Itfurthernotedthatwhilemu-

tual fund debt investments in
NBFCs/HFCshavebeenabigcon-
tributortotheirgrowthbetween
FY14andfirsthalfofFY19,mutual
fundshavebeencuttingdebtex-
posuretothemonaccountofde-
cline inAUMaswell as riskaver-
sion and regulation. The report
indicatedthatwiththisdevelop-
ment, alongwith banks turning
risk-aversetowardsNBFCs,inturn
raises a potential funding risk to
NBFCsegment.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU

MUMBAI,APRIL28

GLOBALRATINGagencyFitchon
Tuesday cautioned that “further
deteriorationinthefiscaloutlook
asaresultof lowergrowthor fis-
caleasingcouldpressurethesov-
ereignrating”.
The Fitchwarning comes in

the wake of the limited fiscal
headroomIndiahadwhen it en-
tered the latest economic crisis
triggered by the COVID-19pan-
demicandlockdown.

Theagencyhasreviseddown
its economic growth forecast for
India to 0.8 per cent in the fiscal
endingMarch2021,reflectingthe
impactof thepandemicandoffi-
cialeffortstocontainit.
Meanwhile,Moody’s Invest-

ors Service on Tuesday slashed
India’s growth forecast to0.2per
cent for the 2020 calendar year
fromtheearlier projectionof 2.5
percentreleasedinMarch.Before
theemergenceofthecoronavirus,
the rating agencywas expecting
theglobaleconomytogrowby2.6
percentthisyear.WITHPTI

MORGANSTANLEYREPORTONMUTUALFUND INDUSTRY
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HOURSAFTERCongressspokesp-
ersononMondayRandeepSurje-
walareleasedthelistofwilfulde-
faulters, while sharing the RBI
response—thatshowedthatban-
ks “technically” wrote-off Rs
68,607croreinoutstandingloans
oftop50wilfuldefaulters,includi-
ng of firmsbelonging to fugitive
economicoffendersMehulChok-
siandVijayMallya,tillSeptember
30,2019—toanRTIqueryfiledby
activist Saket Gokhale, Finance
MinisterNirmalaSitharamanhit
backatformerCongresspresident
RahulGandhiandSurjewala.
Inaseriesof13tweets,theFM

suggestedthatthewillfuldefaults
originated in UPA’s tenure and
thatGandhi andSurjewalahave
“attempted tomisleadpeople in
abrazenmanner”.Sheaddedthat
“neitherwhileinpower,norwhile
in the opposition has the
@INCIndia shown any commit-

ment or inclination to stop cor-
ruption&cronyism.”
While asking the Congress

partyandRahulGandhi to intro-
spectwhythey fail toplayacon-
structive role in cleaning up the
systemorshowanycommitment
or inclination to stop corruption
and cronyism, she credited the
NDAgovernmentforpursuingthe
wilful defaulters. “It is @PMO
@narendramodi government
whichispursuingthesewilfulde-
faulters.9967recoverysuits,3515
FIRs, invoking Fugitive
AmendmentAct in cases are on
now.Totalvalueof attachment&
seizuresinthecasesofNiravModi,
Mehul Choksi andVijayMallya :
Rs18332.7Crore.”
Stating that scheduled com-

mercialbankshadwritten-offRs
1,45,226crorebetween2009-10
&2013-14, shepointed thatpro-
visions aremade forNPAsasper
the four-year provisioning cycle
laid downby theRBI. “Upon full
provisioning being done banks
write-off the fully providedNPA

but continue topursue recovery
against the borrower. No loan is
waivedoff,”Sitharamanadded.
Hitting out at thenUPAgov-

ernment,shesaidthatdefaulters
whodonotrepaydespitehaving
capacity to pay, divert or siphon
offfunds,ordisposeofsecuredas-
setswithout bank’s permission
are categorisedaswilful default-
ers. “They are those well con-
nectedpromoterswhobenefitted
fromUPA’s ‘Phonebanking’.”
The FM also cited former

ReserveBankgovernorRaghuram
Rajanas saying, “A largenumber
ofbadloansoriginatedinthepe-
riod2006-2008...Toomanyloans
weremade towell-connected
promoterswhohaveahistoryof
defaultingontheir loans ...Public
sectorbankerscontinuedfinanc-
ingpromotersevenwhileprivate
sectorbanksweregettingout.RBI
could have raised more flags
aboutthequalityof lending.”She
added that in 2015, the Centre
askedPSBstocheckallNPAsabo-
veRs50croreforwilfuldefault.

Earlier in the day, Gandhi al-
leged that theNDAgovernment
hadhidden thenamesof top50
wilful bank loandefaulters from
Parliament because it included
thenamesof someof the friends
oftheBJP.OnTwitter,hesaidthat
onMarch16hehadaskedtheFM
in the Lok Sabha for the list but
“the financeminister refused to
answer. And now the RBI has
given the listwhich includes the
namesof BJP’s friends including
that of Nirav Modi andMehul
Choksi.Thatiswhythetruthwas
hiddeninParliament.”
Gandhi’sattackcameafterthe

Congress, referring to theRTI re-
plyattackedtheCentre.Address-
ingapressconference,Surjewala
—Congress’ communicationde-
partmenthead—allegedthatthe
central bank, through theRTI re-
ply, has disclosed that the
NarendraModi governmenthad
waived off Rs 68,607 crore due
from50defaulters, includingab-
scondingjewellerNiravModiand
hispartnerMehulChoksi.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
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AXISBANKonTuesdaysaidithas
signedanagreementtoacquirean
additional 29 per cent stake in
MaxLifeInsuranceforclosetoRs
1,600 crore, taking the private
lender’s total stake in the insurer
to 30 per cent. Max Financial
Servicespresentlyholdsa72.5per
cent stake in Max Life, while
MitsuiSumitomoInsurance(MSI)
owns25.5percentstake.
Currently,AxisBankhasami-

nor stake in the life insurer. Post
completionof theseriesof trans-
actions,Max Lifewill become a
70:30jointventurebetweenMax
FinancialServicesandAxisBank.
AmitabhChaudhry,MDand

CEO,AxisBank,said,“Weseethis
joint venture creating immense
value for our stakeholders given
ourlong-standing,highperform-

ingpartnershipwithMaxLife.”
Max Life is the fourth largest

private life insurance company
withgrosspremiumincomeofRs
14,575croreandaclaimspaidra-
tioof98.74percentinFY19.

Axis Bank to raise stake
in Max Life for `1.6K cr,
holding to reach 30%

Mumbai:Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL), in a stock exchange filing,
said it is planning to consider a
rights issue at its boardmeeting
onApril 30. Thiswould be RIL’s
first rights issue in nearly three
decades.However, itdidnotpro-
videanydetailsoftherightsissue
underconsideration.
RILsharesdeclinedmarginally

by0.15percent toRs1,428.10on
theBSEonTuesday.Thepromot-
ershold slightlyover50per cent
stakeinthecompany. ENS

RIL to consider
rights issue at
board meeting
on April 30

New Delhi: The Centre has ex-
tendedthedeadlinetobidforna-
tional carrier Air India,which is
undergoing disinvestment, by
twomonthstill June30.
Issuing a corrigendumto the

expressionofinterest(EoI)forsale
of Air India, the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) said the
deadline has been extended in
viewofthe“requestreceivedfrom
the IBs (interested bidders) in
viewof the prevailing situation
arisingoutofCOVID-19”.
Further,thedateforintimation

toqualifiedinterestedbiddershas
been extended by 2months till
July 14, DIPAMsaid in the corri-
gendumonitswebsite. ENS

Deadline to bid
for Air India
now extended
till June 30

New Delhi: The Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) has processed 7.40 lakh
claimsanddisbursedanamount
of Rs 2,367.65 crore during this
monthintheonlinefacilitytoal-
lowwithdrawal not exceeding
thebasicwagesanddearnessal-
lowancesforthreemonthsorup
to 75 per cent of the amount
standingtoamember’scredit in
the EPF account, whichever is
less, in the wake of the coron-
avirus-inducedlockdown.
Includingsettlementofother

claims,thetotaldisbursalduring
the lockdown has been Rs
4,684.52 crore by processing
12.91 lakh claims, the Labour
Ministrysaidinastatement. ENS

7.4 lakh claims
processed,
`2,367 cr paid
out by EPFO

RBI’s RTI response: Finance Minister hits
back at Congress over list of wilful defaulters

‘Fiscal easing could
pressure India rating’

LIZMATHEW

NEWDELHI,APRIL28

ADAYafterPrimeMinisterNaren-
draModiaskedstatestoutilisethe
opportunities thrownupby the
coronaviruscrisis in theworld to
theiradvantage,UttarPradeshon
Tuesday engagedwithUS busi-
nessestoexplorethepossibilities.
Thestatereceivedquiteapositive
responseasmanyfirmsappeared
tobekeentoshifttheirbaseoutof
China, according to aminister in
theYogiAdityanathgovernment.
During a video conference

with almost 100 investors and
companiesfromtheUnitedStates
onTuesday,Uttar PradeshMini-
ster forMSME, Investment and
ExportsSiddharthNathSinghwas
floodedwithquestions onwhat
thestatecouldofferifthecompa-
nies shift their base fromChina.
“We have told them the Uttar
Pradesh government under the
leadershipofYogiAdityanathjial-
readyhasquitebusinessandind-
ustryfriendlypoliciesandaccord-
ingtotheir requirements,weare
openfordiscussionandchanges,”
SinghtoldTheIndianExpress.
Many firms considered lead-

ers in their respectivesectors, in-
cluding LockheedMartin, Adobe
Inc,Honeywell,BostonScientific,
CiscoSystem,Fedexetc,attended
the video conference. Singh said
companies—includingglobalde-
liveryservices firms likeUPSand
FedEx—asked the state govern-
mentwherewouldbetheircentre
they could base on. “We sug-
gestedtheproposed Jewar inter-
nationalairportcouldbeused.”
Singh saidmedical devices

makerBostonScientificwaskeen
to knowwhatwould be incen-
tivesUPwouldbeofferingifitshift
its base fromChina. “I told them
thatwearereadytoengagewith
themandwecandiscusschanges
according to their requirements.
Tothepharmacompanieswhich
expressed interest ... near
Lucknow,wesaid itwouldbean
excellent location for them. The
samewiththedefencefirms,be-
causeUttarPradeshdefencecor-
ridorcouldbeusedbythem.”
“We told them we already

have announced many incen-
tives:capitalsubsidy,landsubsidy
andabouquetofincentives.Some
wantedtoknowabouttheMSME
towhichourresponsewasUPal-
readyhasaround9millionMSME

units which could be used for
multiplepurposes,”hesaid.
Thestategovernmenthasre-

centlydiscussedmeasuresinclud-
ingamendment to the state’s in-
dustrypolicytoattractcompanies
that are keen to shift their base
fromChina.SinghandtheUPInd-
ustryMinisterhadheldameeting
earlierthismonthwithseniorof-
ficialsandaskedthemtoworkout
a road map which includes
tweakingpoliciesforsuchfirms.
Theminister said thosewho

attended themeetingwere also
keen toknowthathowthe state
has so farmanaged to fight the
coronavirus successfully. “I told
them it’s ourChiefMinisterwho
leadsthebattleandwehavebeen
quitesuccessfulincontainingthe
spreadofthevirus,”Singhadded.
Withthepandemicdisrupting

theglobalbusinessandtriggering
arethinkamongglobal investors
aswell as industries to diversify
their sourcing and supply chain,
thePMhasaskedhisministersas
wellasstatechiefministerstoex-
ploreways tocash inonthesitu-
ation. It echoed in almost all the
addresseshehasmadesince the
countrywent for a lockdown in
thewakeof COVID-19.While in-
teractingwithhisCouncilofMini-
stersonApril6,Modiaskedthem
to “strategise for the emergent
conditions”post-lockdown.
According to sources, on

Monday, while addressing the
chiefministers,thePMsaidmany
global companies are reviewing
their sourcing from China —
where the virus erupted— and
every state should seehowthey
canmakeuseof theopportunity.
Singh’smeetingwiththecom-

panieswas facilitated byUnited
StatesIndiaStrategicPartnership
Forum.He informed thecompa-
niesabout the90 lakhMSMEs in
state,which couldbenefit them,
aswellasexpresswaysinthestate
anddifferent sectoralpolicies for
industries.WITHENS/LUCKNOW

Uttar Pradesh pitches
itself to US companies
keen on shifting their
base from China

BRIEFLY

Sebieases
compliance
normsforMFs
NewDelhi:Markets regula-
tor Sebi on Tuesday ex-
tended the deadline by six
monthsformutualfundsto
comply with the highest
limits of investment inun-
listed non-convertible
debentures(NCDs). PTI

FY20:LIC
improves
performance
NewDelhi: Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) achieved
its highest number of poli-
cies for the last six years in
FY20. Individual newbusi-
ness performance, as of
March 2020, was at 2.19
crore innumber of policies
andRs51,227 crores in first
yearpremiumincome. ENS
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THEGENERALdistrustagainst
ChinafollowingtheCOVID-19
outbreak could be anoppor-
tunityforIndia’sstategovern-
mentstotryandattractinvest-
ments into the electronics
manufacturingsectors,Union
MinisterRaviShankarPrasad
saidMonday.Inhisconference
withstateITministers,Prasad
said that states should be
“proactive”whensuchasop-
portunitycomes,astherewill
“angeragainstChina”.
“ThatopportunityforIndia

is going to come.Wehaveal-
ready announcedmany in-
centivesand Iwould like that
thestatesplayacrucialroleby
attractingsuch investments,”
Prasad added. Though elec-
tronic products from any
countrywould be subject to
securityaudit,thesamewould
bemore intense for Chinese
products, theElectronics and
ITMinister said. “Weare not
against any country ...weare
only pro-India.We are com-
mitted to India andwill take
measures to create opportu-
nities for India.As regardsse-
curityinitiativeareconcerned
... any product coming from
any country, particularly
China,weexpectpropersecu-
rityauditandverification.”
OnMarch22, theCabinet

hadapproved three schemes
worthRs48,000croreforpro-
motionof electronicsmanu-
facturinginthecountry.Apart
fromdirectproduction-linked
incentives forcompanies, the
government had also an-
nouncedtwoschemesunder
which electronicsmanufac-
turingunitscouldgetbenefits
forsettingupplantsatremote
orunderdevelopedlocations.
TheCentre’sinitialplansto

makeIndiaahubforhigh-end
large electronics equipment
andsemiconductorunitshita
roadblock aftermost global
companiesoptedtoassemble
in India rather than set up
manufacturingunits.
The Economic Survey

2019-20 noted this and ob-
servedIndiashouldfollowthe

Chinamodel of becomingan
assemblinghubfortheworld
for‘networkproducts’suchas
computers, electronics, and
roadvehiclestoraiseitsshare
intheworldexportmarket.
Reviewing the domestic

situation of the information
technology (IT) industry,
Prasad said that over 95 per
centofemployeesinthesector
wereworkingfromhome,ac-
cordingtodatabyNasscom.To
further facilitatework from
homemeasures and ensure
social distancing, thegovern-
ment has decided relax the
normstill July31.
The government is also

monitoringthespreadoffake
newsandhasalertedallsocial
media intermediaries to en-
sure thatanyarticlesornews
whichcanfancommunalten-
siondue to anymisinforma-
tion on COVID-19 must be
takendownimmediately,Pra-
sadtoldreportersviaavirtual
pressconferenceafterhisme-
etingwithstateITministers.

COVID-19 EFFECT

ELECTRONICSMANUFACTURING

WITHNATIONSacrossthe
globelayingtheblameon
Chinaforhidingtheactual
informationonCOVID-19,
bigmultinationalcorpora-
tionsarelikelytoshiftbaseto
othernearbycheaplabour
countrieslikeTaiwan,
IndonesiaandIndia.
Attheforefrontwiththe

maximumavailablelabour,
Indiawantstopositionitself
asthenextlow-costmanu-
facturinghub.Domestic
electronicssector,whichas
ofnowprovideauxiliary
itemsandassembles prod-
ucts,couldalsogetaboost
oncethehigh-enddevice
manufacturingunitsdecide
toshiftbasetoIndia.

Abundanceof

labour an

advantage

Distrust against China
could work to India’s
advantage: Prasad

‘Auto salesmay remain
muted even after lockdown’
The extended nationwide lockdown to contain the

COVID-19 pandemic has brought the automobile

industry to a standstill, withmanufacturers and dealers —

whowere grapplingwithweak demand and liquidation

of BS-IV inventory ahead of the shift to BS-VI — now left

wringing hands, a Crisil report said

Spreadofpassengervehicleandtwo-wheelersalesacrossdistricts
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SALESACROSSDIFFERENT

GEOGRAPHIES:Two-wheeler
(2W) and passenger vehicle
(PV) segments cater to
different customer segments.
As a result, the geographies
they are dependent on for
sales also varies

Sales in ‘very high impact’

districts at risk:Level of risk
for 2WandPV segments is

considerably different in ‘very
high impact’ districts, or
districtswhere both
automobile sales intensity and
COVID-19 infection are
significantly high

Resumption of normal
operations atwould depend
onwhether a dealership is
outside a demarcated hotspot

Source: Crisil/PTI

ASSETTYPE MAR2020 MAR2019

GovernmentSecurities 8.49 3.98

COMMERCIALPAPER

NBFC 3.33 8.13

Others 13.75 18.98

BankCertificatesofDeposit 10.16 15.49

TreasuryBills 4.73 0.83

CBLO 8.55 3.59

OtherMoneyMarket Investments 3.11 1.15

CORPORATEDEBT

NBFC 7.19 8.46

Others 22.69 24.31

PSUBonds /Debt 15.09 11.85

AssetBackedSecurities 0.80 0.98

BankFD 1.11 1.78

AnyOther (PleaseSpecify) 1.01 0.48

All figures showpercentageshareofDebtAUM;Source: Sebi

DEPLOYMENTOF FUNDS

‘MFsshiftingtostrongerborrowers

couldmitigateredemptionrisk’

NewDelhi:AxisBankhasre-
ported a loss of Rs 1,387.78
crore for thequarterended
March 2020 as against a
profitatRs1,505.06crorein
the corresponding period
last year. The bank said it
madeprovisionsofRs7,730
crore, including Rs 3,000
crore related to COVID-19.
Gross non-performing as-
set(NPA)andnetNPAlevels
were4.86percentand1.56
percent, respectively. ENS

Bank posts Q4
loss of `1,388 cr

beingdecisiveorthiscanevenag-
gravatepre-existing vulnerabili-
ties.
On the kind of fundamental

shift he foresees in the post-
COVID-19world, he said, “... cer-
tainlyonsomeaspectsofglobalis-
ation, we are going to see a
reversal. RelianceonChina is go-
ingtocomedownacrosstheboa-
rdandthatmeansmorede-glob-
alisation...howweregulateFDIis
probably going to endup being
more conservative. The second
thing,ofcourse,isthiswholesur-
veillancestate.Thefactthattodeal
withpandemicsyouneedtohave

amoreintrusivestatetobeeffec-
tive:doestheworldbecomewhat
I would call a ‘surveillance on
steroids’ states across the board.
And this wholemove towards
populismandilliberalism,Ithink
that,again, isanopenquestion.”
In India, Subramanian said,

whiletheReserveBank’sstepshas
leftahugeoverhangofliquidityin
the financial system, itwas not
gettingtranslated intocreditdue
to the fear of 4Cs: courts, CVC
(Central VigilanceCommission),
CBI (Central Bureau of
Investigation) and CAG
(Comptroller and Auditor

General).
“TheRBIhasprovideda lotof

liquidity, but it hasn’t translated
intoactualcreditflowingtocom-
panies.Ithinkthetwoconstraints
are: first,whomakes thosedeci-
sions,andIthinkweneedalotof
protection for people tomake
thosedecisions.Andsecond,who
bears the risk of that lending.
Thereisnodoubtinmymindthat
the risk of lending should be
borneby thegovernment in this
situation.Thiscouldbeviaacredit
guarantee scheme, or a separate
government fund, like, in the
UnitedStates,”hesaid.

Headdedthecriseswouldre-
sult in a “deflationary shock” for
sometimeatleast.“...pricesarego-
ingtobelower,ratherthanhigher.
So, I thinkweshouldkeepthat in
mind,”hesaid.
Whilecashandfoodtransfers

aretheequitablesafetynetsbeing
puttouse,hesaidtheCentreand
maybe the Fifteenth Finance
Commissionneed to reconsider
theneedsof the states and think
about that. “Butmeanwhile, one
of the quickest ways of getting
money to the stateswouldbe to
increase thedeficit financing by
theRBI,”Subramaniansaid.

FROMPAGEONE
‘It’s a pralay, need to plan for negative growth, spend extra 5% of GDP’

Almost100investors

andcompaniesfromthe

UnitedStateshelda

videoconferencewith

UttarPradeshMinister

forMSME,Investment

andExportsSiddharth

NathSingh
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“Sarwan, you areworse than the

coronavirus right now... Sarwan, you

are a snake. Youare so vindictive. You

are so immature.”

CHRISGAYLE

ONFALL-OUTWITHRAMNARESHSARWAN,

ASSISTANTCOACHOFTHE JAMAICATALLAWAHS

GAURAVBHATT

OH,TOwalkhalf amile inDilipVengsarkar’s
shoes. Especially, the stretch fromSt. John’s
Woodtubestationto the timecapsule that is
Lord’s cricketground.His first visitwasmore
than40yearsago,butadmirers, luggingtheir
old-school photo albums, still flock around
whentheonlyoverseasbatsmantoscorethree
Testcenturiestheremakesthewalk.
“I amalways surprisedwhenever I amat

Lord’s.TheEnglishfansknowwho’swho.They
still believe in autographs andphotographs.
Buttheydon’tdisturbyou.Theywaitfortheir
momenttoapproachyou,”saysVengsarkar.
“WhenIfirsttouredin1979,everybodyhad

said that you’ll bewritten about only if you
score runs in England. And Lord’s,well, you
readsomuchabouttheground,hearsomuch
aboutitonthecommentarythatyouwantto
succeed there.More than twocenturies old,
andthewaytheycareabouttheirhistoryand
traditionisunbelievable.Now,justmakingthat
walk to the stadium,walking on the greens
there,yougetgoosepimples.Itfeelslikeyester-
day,yaar.”

Win-win
NeverhadVengsarkarbeenmorenervous

at the venue than hewas during his third
Englandtour in1986.Theprevioustwovisits
had yielded two etchings on the Lord’s
HonoursBoard forVengsarkar,whowasbat-
tingat85whenNo.11ManinderSinghwalked
in.Indiawere303/9andhadearnedafirst-in-
ningsleadofnineruns,andVengsarkar’smind
waveredtothesummerbefore,whenhewas
left strandedat 98 in Sri Lanka. “Thatmatch,
Maninderwasplayingwelluntilhegotbowled
playingacross. Itwasonmymind,ahundred
percent,”Vengsarkarlaughs.“Ijustreminded
himonceandManinderbattedextremelywell.
Igotthethirdhundredbutmoreimportantly,
wegotagoodlead.”
Theunbeaten126setupIndia’sfirstwinat

Lord’s—“Ijustlookedaroundandfeltthehap-
piness on every Indian’s face. They all drank
anddancedunderthebalcony,ontheground
itself”.

Twoweeks lateratHeadingley,61andan
unbeaten102fromVengsarkarsecuredaseries
victoryforIndia.
“Iwasontopof theDeloitte ratings for21

months straight,” saysVengsarkar,who fin-
ished1986,hismostprolificyear,with793runs
atanaverageof132.16withfourcenturies.“But
these things were always a by-product.
Records, centuries, all that will happen.
Winningmatcheswas always themost im-
portant.”
Cruellythough,Vengsarkarhadtowitness

Indiancricket’sbiggesttriumphfromtheside-
linesofhisfavouritehaunt.Intheheadyfootage
of the1983WorldCupwin,Vengsarkarisrel-
egated to one frame, that of himshakinghis
head,clappingonthedressingroombalconyas
MohinderAmarnathplucks a stumpas sou-
venir.HehadalreadyscoredcenturiesatLord’s
in1979and1982(Vengsarkarisquicktoadda
fiery96inatourgameagainstMCC)butanin-
jury inflictedby aMalcolmMarshall snorter
kepthimoutof thefinal.
“Iwasinjuredinthemiddleofthetour,al-

mosttwoweeksfromthefinal.Iwasfitforthe
matchbut the Indian teamwasdoing really
well.Andwhentheteamis ingoodformand
performing,thewinningcombinationalways
stays.Ofcourse,youfeelbadmissingoutonan
iconicgame.”

Summerof ’79
However, itwasnot 'loveat first sight'be-

tweenVengsarkarandLord’s.
After the initial excitement came the in-

timidating, lonelywalk from thepavilion to
the centre,whichverywell couldhavebeen
half amileon itsown.Andasmortifyingasa
walk to the school principal’s office. It starts
fromthelargedoorinthecornersofthedress-
ingroom,throughthecreakingcorridorslined
withphotographsandmemberrooms,down
thesectionedstaircase, across the fabled,un-
carpetedlongroomthatdoublesasamuseum
withitspaintingsandparaphernalia,downthe
stonesteps,betweenthethrongofspectators
andontothehallowedgreen.
Forhis first Lord’s innings, a 12-ball duck,

Vengsarkarmade that to-and-fro at least six
times.

“Rain interruptions, but you soon learn
that’s no excuse in England. And at Lord’s, if
you score aduck, it’s a longwayback. So the
secondtimeIwentin,Iwasmuttering‘Idon’t
wanttogetapairatLord’s.Thatwillbeadisas-
ter’,” Vengsarkar recalls. “I didn’twant that
againstmynameintherecordbooks.”
He scored103 in the second innings and,

along with Gundappa Vishwanath (113),
helped save theTest.He cut, slashed, pulled,
glanced,guided,punched.Andhedrove.And
for a fine driver like Vengsarkar, slopes be
damned. “I never thought about that slope,”
Vengsarkar says of the famouspeculiarity of
Lord’s,atwo-and-a-halfmetredropthatruns
diagonallyacrossthepitch.
“InthelaterpartofmyEnglandtours,when

Iplayedleaguecricket(unofficialgamesplayed
acrossvenuessuchasWestBrom,Sunderland
and Chester-le-Street), I came acrossmany
groundswithmassiveslopes.InEngland,they
don’t level thegrounds.Headingley toohasa
slope, it goes the otherway, east-west. You
couldseeBobWillisrunninguphill.
“Playerswhowentinwithapositiveframe

ofmindsucceeded.Atthatlevel,itisn’tlikeanin-
ternationalbowlerwillonlybringitbackinbe-
causeof theslope. They took it awayandyou
hadtoadjust,”addsVengsarkar.“Technically,it
isveryimportantinEnglandtostayabsolutely
sideonandplayon theoff-side. Thebowling
usedtobemiddleandofftotakingitaway.Ifyou
openedup,you’regone.You’ll squareup,you
willedgeittoslip.Sideon,yougotabetterview
oftheballmovingaway.Ilovedtodrive,butyou
hadtobeverycarefulofthemovement.”
Thebowlersweremenacingandthecon-

ditionsmore so. Everybody remembers the
Bothams,WillisesandPringlesbutVengsarkar
swearsbythemiscellanyofseamersthatmade
theballtalkincoldEnglishsummers.
“MikeHendrick,JohnLever,GrahamDilley.

Thesewere all top county bowlers, and our
England tours took place in very cold and
gloomyconditions.Facingthepaceyoudon’t
mind,buttheballswobbledwhentheEnglish
bowlers bowled, youwouldn’t knowwhich
wayitwouldgo.”
Then therewere the lost causes at Lord’s.

Vengsarkar singles out two inningswhenhe

wassquarelyinthezonebeforeuntimelydis-
missalsstoppedhischarge.Firstwastheopen-
ingTest of the1982 tour, themiddlepieceof
hisLord’strifecta.Followingonafterthehosts
hadpiledon433,Vengsarkar scored157but
sayshecouldhavecarriedonalotlonger.
“Iwason theway to score adoublehun-

dred,morethanthat,”recallsVengsarkar.“We
wereshotoutearly inthefirst innings(128all
out), sowewere trying to save thematch. It’s
allifsandbuts.Itwasaslowbouncerfrom(Bob)
Willis,edgeditandwascaughtatdeepfineleg.
Thatwasanenjoyableinning.Thewicketwas
good.Sunshinethroughouttheday,wicketbe-
cameabeauty.ThatonedeliveryIplayedbadly.
Callitcomplacency,overconfidence.”
Thentherewasthe1990tour,Vengsarkar’s

last,when the 34-year-old couldn’tmake it
four in four. Thevisitorswerealwaysplaying
catch-upafterGrahamGooch’s first-innings
333. Centuries from Ravi Shastri and
MohammadAzharuddin raised hopes of a
fightback,butVengsarkarwascaughtbehind
at52.“IrememberIwasstrokingtheballreally
well.At52, therewasnobodyonthe legside,
anditwassuchafaintnick(againstoffieEddie
Hemmings). In India,youwouldn’thearsuch
edgesandyoucouldjuststay.IncoldEngland,
youcouldhearsuchnicksfromthepavilion.It
wasveryobvious.Iscored35inthesecondbut
welost.”
In addition tobeing theonlynon-English

centurion tomake the honours board three
times—“It’s not like theydo it aaram se, in a
day or two. Immediately after your innings,
yourname is there”—Vengsarkarhada tav-
ernsuitenamedafterhimbyMCCin2001,and
sixyearslaterhisportrait(alongwiththoseof
KapilDevandBishanSinghBedi)wentupout-
side the visiting teamdressing room. Lord’s
wasn't the most successful ground for
Vengsarkar(fourcenturiesatFerozShahKotla)
neither Englandhis favourite opposition (he
scored six tons againstWest Indies). Doeshe
evergetboredof fieldingquestionsaboutthe
Lord’spassages?
“Absolutelynot,”Vengsarkarsays.“Youcan

winmanyGrandSlams.Butpeoplewillalways
go through the list to see how many
Wimbledonsyou’vewon.”

Forced into an unprecedented lockdown, sport is staring at unfathomable despair. Indian athletes, though, have given the country

reasons to rejoice in the past. THE INDIAN EXPRESS looks back at a bunch of thesememories.

Howinvesting inequitieshashurt

CricketAustralia’sfinances

CANCELLATIONOFtheTestseriesagainst
IndiainDecember-Januarycouldbecat-
astrophic for Cricket Australia (CA) for
tworeasons.
To start with, the four-Test series,

whichmighthaveanadditionalgame,is
reportedlyworth$300million,allbroad-
cast deals included. Also, as The
Australian reported, CA has
lostasignificantpartof itsre-
servesontheequitymarket.
The paper revealed that CA
chiefexecutiveKevinRoberts
has warned people about
money running out by the
endofAugust.
CA’s 2018-19 annual re-

portmentionedthatthegov-
erning body of Australian cricket had a
little over $90 in shares. Following the
revenue loss, however, the financial cri-
sis hasbecomesoacute that earlier this
month,CAdecidedtostanddown80per
centof itsstaffuntilJuly.Asperthefinan-
cialreport, theorganisationhad$26.6in
cashreserves lastyear,downfrom$200

million in2016.CA is likely toannounce
paycuts for its contractedplayers.
There’sevenaquestionmarkoverthe

Australian boardmeeting the organisa-
tional expenses of the 2020 ICC T20
World Cup if the tournament is played
asper schedule, inOctober-November.
FormerInternationalCricketCouncil

chief executive Malcolm
Speedfeels thatRobertshas
“stumbled through” the
complicatedfinancial issues,
but he defended the deci-
sion to go aheadwith stock
market investments.
“Well, before it lost mil-

lions on the stockmarket it
mademillions of dollars on

the stockmarket and its lost part of its
profits,butithasn't lostanythingyetbe-
cause it hasn't sold,” Speed told SEN
Radio.
But the overwhelming belief is that

for a non-profit organisation, the deci-
sionto invest inhigh-riskequitymarket
didn’t augurwell. ENS

Saving Australia: World T20 cancellation might see India extend tour

DEVENDRAPANDEY

MUMBAI, APRIL28

THECANCELLATIONoftheT20WorldCupin
Australiamightresult inIndiaplayingmore
ODIs and T20Is than previously scheduled
duringtheyear-endingtourdownunder. It's
amove thatwill helpCricketAustralia (CA)
cuts its lossesas itstrugglestodealwiththe
COVID-19economic slump.
With BCCI keen on a leadership role in

cricket’s recovery once sports resumes,
India's itinerarywillseeamajorrewrite, in-
creasingtheworkloadandtravelof itscrick-
eters. Besides adding new series to their
over-bookedFutureToursProgramme(FTP),
Indiawill honour itsoldcommitmentsand
undertake tours that didn't take place be-
causeof theongoing lockdown.
Aseriesagainst India is always lucrative

for ahostnationsince it attractsmillionsof
eyeballs, resulting in amulti-fold increase
inbroadcast rights and in-stadia advertise-
ments revenue.While smaller nations like
New Zealand, West Indies and Sri Lanka
have historically banked on India tours to
sustain themselves, the ongoingpandemic

hasputeventhebiggercricketingcountries
likeAustraliaunder financial stress.
BCCI treasurerArunDhumal, givingde-

tailsof theplanputforwardbysecretaryJay
Shah at the recent chief executives’ meet-
ing, said India will lend a helping hand to
boards dealing with the economic uncer-
tainty.
“Oncethingssettledown,BCCIwillchalk

out a plan. There are a few suggestions, for
example we are scheduled to play
Zimbabweinthecomingdayswhichmight
not happen. But we will try to play them
oncethesituationimproves.Thiswillgivea
chance for Zimbabwe to earn money
through their TV deals. We will also ask
other boards whether theywouldwant to
play extra games. It could be Australia, Sri
Lankaoranyothernation.Wewillaskother
boards and try to come upwith a formula
whereeveryonecanmakesomemoneyand
be financially stable,” Dhumal told The
IndianExpress.
IndiahascommittedtoplayWest Indies

andZimbabwethismonsoon, followedbya
South Africa tour, the T20World Cup and
then the tour toAustralia.
Dhumalsaid the Indianboardwillwork

for the best interests of every board and a
detailed dialoguewill take place in the fu-
turewhenever cricket resumes.
“There is a chance one has to relook at

theFTP(FutureToursProgramme)orhavea
rejig in scheduling. All thingswill get clear
once theCoronavirus is goneand thenonly
canwehavedetailed talks onhowto finda
solution in terms tohelpingotherboards.”
The Indian team attracts broadcasters

andeveryboardwantstohostthem.Dhumal
says India will have a big role to play once
things are back to normal. Instead of arm-
twistingwhichBCCIwas accused of earlier,
thenewregimewantstobethe'BigBrother'.
“Wewanttobelikeabigbrothertothem

inthesetoughtimes.OursecretaryJay(Shah)
putforwardaproposalduringtheICCmeet-
ingandeverybodyappreciatedit.Thesitua-
tionwon’tbethesameagain, forsure.Every
board will suffer some way or the other.
Nobody knows the exact numbers. As our
secretary Jay said in themeeting, the BCCI
wants to take everyone along.We under-
standcricketeconomics.BCCIwillhelpother
boards so that they can stand on their feet
once thingsgetbetter,”Dhumalexplained.
On the effect of Covid-19 on the Indian

board’s finances,hesaid:“BCCI is fineatthe
moment. Players’ interest is paramount to
us.Wehave instructed to releasemoney to
our players, including domestic cricketers.
Officials will be getting their dues in the
comingdays.”

WithBCCI lookingto leadcricket’spostCOVID-19
recovery,TeamIndia likely toplaymoreODIs,
T20IsduringscheduledseriesDownUnder

Besidesaddingnewseries to their
over-bookedFutureToursProgramme
(FTP), Indiawillhonour itsold
commitmentsandundertaketours
thatdidn't takeplacebecauseof the
ongoing lockdown. File

THOSEMONTHS.

THOSEMINUTES
AUG ’79; JUNE ’82; JUNE ’86
“YoucanwinmanyGrandSlams.But

peoplewillalwaysgothroughthe list tosee

howmanyWimbledonsyou’vewon.”

JUNE 7, 1986
“I just remindedhimonceandManinder

battedextremelywell. Igotthethird

hundredbutmore importantly,wegota

good lead.”

LORD AND MASTER

DilipVengsarkarscoredahundredatLord’sduringthethreetoursof 1979,1982and1986. File

Vengsarkar looksback
athis threeTest tonsat
Lord’s– theonlysuch
featbyanoverseas
batsman–thatare
rememberedtilldate
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Amanwithafacemaskwalks in frontofMiraitowaandSomeity,mascots for the
Tokyo2020Olympics. File

THEPOSTPONEDTokyo2020Olympics
willhave tobecancelled if thecoronavirus
pandemic isn’tbroughtundercontrolby
nextyear, theorganisingcommittee’spres-
identwarned, rulingout furtherdelays.
Thecomments, inan interviewwitha
JapanesesportsdailypublishedTuesday,
comeasmedical expertsdoubtedwhether
thepandemiccanbesufficiently contained
bynextyear toholdaneventdrawingpar-
ticipantsandspectators fromaroundthe
world. Thepandemichasalready forceda
year-longdelayof theGames,whichare
nowscheduled toopenon July23,2021.
ButTokyo2020presidentYoshiroMori
wascategoricalwhenaskedby theNikkan

Sportsdailywhether theGamescouldbe
delayeduntil 2022 if thepandemic re-
mainsa threatnextyear, replying: “No.” “In
that case, it’s cancelled,”Mori said.
Mori noted the Games had been can-

celled previously only duringwartime, and
compared the battle against coronavirus to
“fightingan invisibleenemy”.
If the virus is successfully contained,

“we’llholdtheOlympicsinpeacenextsum-
mer”,headded. “Mankind isbettingon it.”
Masa Takaya, a Tokyo 2020 spokesman,

declined to comment on a possible cancel-
lation of the Games and told reporters that
Mori’s remarks were based on “the chair-
man’sownthoughts”. AFP

‘Gameswill be off if
corona spills into 2021’

Shun overseas players:
Vaughan to Counties

FormerEnglandcaptainMichaelVaughan
feelsECBshouldconsider shortening the

CountyChampionship
thisalongwithscrap-
pingof overseas re-
cruits for thenext two
years. "Youhave to
lookateveryarea
whereyoucansavea
fewquid,"Vaughan
saidontheTuffersand
VaughanShowonBBC

Radio5Live. "Traditionalistswill gomadat
this, but theseareunprecedented times.
Thenext twoyears, lookatnothaving
overseasplayers for four-daygame?" PTI

F1 shutdown extended
AfactoryshutdownforFormulaOneteams
andenginemakershasbeenextended fora
secondtimetoaperiodof 63consecutive
days, thegoverningFIAsaid. It said ina
statement that itsWorldMotorSport
Councilhadapprovedanextension, run-
ningpotentially into Junedependingon
whenteamsstarted their closures, from
theprevious35days. Theshutdown, first
announced inMarchwhenthesportwas
hoping to race inMay,was initially for21
daysbut thatwasextendedonApril 7.
Teamsnormally takemostofAugustoff,
but thatperiodhasnowbeen freedupto
giveF1roomtoreschedule races.REUTERS

India loses boxingworlds hosting rights
IndiaonTuesday lost thehosting rightsof the2021men'sworldboxingchampi-
onship toSerbiaafter thenational federation failed topay thehost fee,prompting the
InternationalBoxingAssociation (AIBA) to terminate theagreement signed in2017.
“AfterNewDelhididn't fulfill itsobligations topayhost feeasmentioned in theHost
CityAgreement terms,AIBAhas terminated thecontract. Therefore, Indiawouldhave
topayacancellationpenaltyofUSD500,” theAIBAsaid inastatement. PTI

French leagues postponed till
September: Primeminister

Frenchprofessional sports leagues includ-
ing football andrugbycannot restartbefore
Septemberbecauseof coronavirus restric-
tions, PrimeMinisterEdouardPhilippesaid
onTuesday. Hesaidnoeventwheremore
than5,000peoplegatherwouldbeal-
loweduntil at leastSeptember.
“The2019-2020professional sports
leagues,notably football, cannotyet
restart,”Philippe tolda televisedaddress to
Frenchparliament. “Iwould like tobepre-
cisehere,no largesportsgatheringorany
gatheringof 5,000peopleormore,needing
thepermissionof the localpoliceand long
priorarrangements,will beallowedbefore
September,"Philippesaid. AFP

Bundesliga targetsmid-May
TheBundesligacould returnby"themid-
dleorendofMay",Germany's sportsmin-
istershavesaid, as the leagueawaits the
go-ahead fromAngelaMerkel's govern-
ment to resumetheseason. Thesports
ministersofGermany's16statesmet
Mondayandannounced inastatement
that it is "justifiable" for the league to re-
sume"inemptystadiums". "TheGerman
Football Leaguemustcreateandenforce
thestrictesthygienicandmedical condi-
tions, andmonitor themwithappropriate
measures," addedthestatement.German
ChancellorMerkelwillmeet state leaders
inBerlinonThursday.AFP
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