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WHAT’S ON THEIR PLATE?
The wait of stuck migrants is made worse by lack of

familiar food. Telling their stories over meals in a day

SUNDAY STORY, PAGE 6

Goa doctor tries ‘power of proximity’ to heal disease that isolates
SMITANAIR
MARGAO,APRIL25

THURSDAY,APRIL23,wasabusy
day forGoa. It counted300hos-
pital beds in preparation for a
possible secondwave of cases
from among stranded sailors
coming home, installed testing
kiosksat thestate’sbordersand
ports,andreviseditsSOPs.Itwas
also when Edwin Gomes, the
doctor leading the team at ESIS
Hospital, Goa’s designated
COVID facility,hadavisitor.
Edgar Julian Remedios, one

of the firstCOVID-19patients to

testpositive,hadreturnedtothe
hospital.“Hecametogiveahug,”
saysGomes.
This week, Goa, which had

sealed its borders fromMarch
22,will allowthe first convoyof
buses fromMumbaiwithovera

hundred Goan seafarers who
had been stranded at seawhen
thecountrywentintolockdown
onMarch 25. The state, which
had recorded sevenCOVIDpos-
itives,nowhasnoactivecases.
In the 33 days between

March 18, when the state’s first
patientwasadmitted,toApril19,
when the seventh and last was
discharged, a peculiar protocol
has played out on the fourth
floorof thehospital.
Asscientistsandexpertsrace

against time to study the virus
and its behaviour, Gomes has
beenprobingadifferentscience:
“Thepowerofhumanproximity

in fightinganepidemic.”
Acrosstheglobe,positivepa-

tients have been taken away by
staff inPPEsandsenttoisolation
wards, without the comfort of
family and without any of the
colour fromflowersorwords in
get-well cards - with just the
cold,sterilehospitalarchitecture
for company.
With the coronavirus novel,

so are the fears. As Gomes and
histeamoffourresidentdoctors
and nursing staff responded to
questionsfrompatients-mostly
related to “nature of death” —
theymade it a point to repeat
“youwillbealright”at intervals.

As the patients started to
come, the systems too evolved.
“We decidedwewill not allow
anypatient to feel alone.Wedi-
videdourselvesandwould take
turnstogotoeachpersonthrice
- for a goodmorning round, a
good afternoon round, and a
goodeveninground-andasked
a set of questions normally re-
served for geriatric care. We
wouldtalktothemabouthours,
their homes, their families. If
theydreamtsomething,howdid
they sleep, the memory they
wantedtodiscuss,”saysGomes,
Professor and Head of
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LASTWEEKOFLOCKDOWN

BeforePMmeetingwithCMs,signal: easecurbs
inzero-casedistricts,hotspots remainsealed
Asroadmapis
framed,ontable
datashowing289
distsof country’s
718havenocases

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

AFTERMAY3,districtswithzero
COVID-19 cases should be
opened up with strict imple-
mentation of social distancing
and full systemic preparedness
for contact tracing in contain-
ment zones, if andwhen infec-
tionsaredetected.
This appears to be the

emergingconsensusamongpol-
icymakersandexpertsinvolved
informulatingthegovernment’s
response to the outbreak as the
countryentersthelastweekofa
sweeping lockdown that was
imposedamonthago.
All eyes are now on the

videoconference Monday be-
tweenPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi andchiefministers that is
expected to shape the broad
contoursof theroadmapahead.
“One clear idea that has

emerged is that the lockdown
should not be extended in dis-
tricts with no cases. But the
stateshaveaveryimportantrole
toplayinthefinalroadmap.That
iswhytheMondaymeetingwill
bringsomeclarity,”sourcessaid.
According to district-wise

data released by the Health
Ministry earlier this week, 429
of the country’s 718 districts
have reported positive cases,
leaving289 in theclear.
So far, sources said, two op-

tionshave emerged fromdelib-
erationsamongvariouscommit-
tees involved in the
government’s strategy. One of
them is to go strictly by a
hotspot/non-hotspotclassifica-
tion, they said. The other is to
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Put up in school amidst
lockdown by Rajasthan
police, woman ‘raped’

SANDEEPSINGH
&GEORGEMATHEW
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI,APRIL25

WITH RS 30,800 crore investor
money stuck in six credit funds
of Franklin Templeton, it has
now emerged that fundman-
agers of the schemes were
hardly conservative in their ap-
proach, and invested heavily —

overRs15,000crore—inseveral
unrated debt schemes and un-
knowncompanies.
A report prepared by B&K

Securities, a financial services
group,revealedthattheFranklin
Templeton schemes subscribed
to100percentoftheissuesizein
atleast26cases.Thismeansthat
in at least these 26 caseswhich
collectivelyraisedRs7,697crore,
FranklinTempletonwastheonly

subscriber, raising questions
about the investment practices
of the fundhouse.
Some of the companies

whose papers were fully and

solely subscribed by Franklin
Templeton schemes include -
RishanthWholesaleTrading(Rs
604 crore), Rivaaz Trade
Ventures(Rs644crore),FiveStar
Ltd (Rs 693 crore), Piramal
Capital & Housing Finance (Rs
1001 crore), Greenco Clean
Energy (Rs 301 crore), Aptus
Value Housing FInance (Rs 387
crore), Vastu Housing Finance
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HAMZAKHAN
JAIPUR,APRIL25

A 40-YEAR-OLDwho had been
unable tomakeherwayback to
her home in Jaipur for over a
monthfromDausaduetotravel
restrictionswasallegedly raped
on the night of April 23-24 by
threemen, at a school in Sawai
Madhopur district where she
wasputupby the local authori-
tiesonbeingfoundoutsidedur-
ing the lockdown.
The three accused, Kamal

Kharwal, Lakhan Raigar and
RishikeshMeena,havebeenar-
rested andahead constable, Lal
Chand,suspended.Thewoman’s
medical examination has been
doneandareport is awaited.
WiththeBlockLevelOfficer,

apart fromlocalpolice,awareof
thewoman’s case,DistrictColl-
ector Nannu Mal Pahadia has
alsoorderedan inquiry into the
matter.
InherstatementtotheSawai

Madhopurpolice,thewomansa-

id she had gone to Dausa jail to
visitherson,whoisanaccusedin
a gangrape and POCSO case lo-
dged in Jaipur in 2015. Once the
lockdownstarted,shetoldpolice,
shehadbeen“stuckinSawaiMa-
dhopurforoveramonth”.While
thewomanwas also anaccused
inthegangrape-POCSOcase,she
wasacquittedinMarch2019.
SawaiMadhopurSPSudheer

Choudhary said, “Her sonwas
shifted from a jail in Jaipur to
Dausa due to coronavirus. She
had beenmoving around in the
district for the pastmonth. On
April23,whenshereachedavil-
lage,thebeatconstableinformed
theheadconstableabouther.”
TheSPsaidaround40people

werepresentwhen“acollective
decisionwas taken by the head
constable, alongwith two gov-
ernment teachers and the vil-
lagers,tomakeherstayatthelo-
cal school for the night. The
school teachers subsequently
leftfortheirhomesandthethree
accusedcommittedgangrape”.
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NEWDELHI,KOLKATA,APRIL25

THEWEST Bengal government
onSaturdaysaiditwasyettotake
acallonallowingneighbourhood
andstandaloneshopstoopen,in
accordancewith a directive is-
sued by theMinistry of Home
Affairs(MHA).
The UnionHomeMinistry’s

advisorylateFridaynightrelaxed
curbs to allow functioningof se-
lect shops within and outside
municipal limits.
Aseniorstategovernmentof-

ficialsaidtheMHAorderwasbe-
ingstudiedandafinalcall in this
regardwillbetakensoon.

Inruralareas,allshops,except
those in single andmulti-brand
shoppingmalls, are allowed to
open.
Other states reacted differ-

ently to the Centre’s guidelines,
with Gujarat, Kerala, Delhi and
Odisha saying shops can open,
while Punjab, Maharashtra

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

LATEFRIDAYnight,astheCentre
issued orders allowing shops
andmarkets in rural areas and
stand-alone shops in urban ar-
eastoopenforsaleof evennon-
essential items for the first time
since the COVID-19 lockdown,
states reactedwithcaution.
Alluding to the legalese of

the order, Punjab Special Chief
Secretary KBS Sidhu tweeted
theCentre’sorderandsaid:“So,
this seems to be good news
about some shops being al-

lowedtoopenbyGoI.Cansome
volunteer translate this into
simpleEnglish?”
Hours later, Assam Chief

SecretaryKumarSanjayKrishna
tweeted: “State government
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VARINDERBHATIA,
ASADREHMAN,ADITIRAJA
&MILINDGHATWAI
CHANDIGARH,LUCKNOW,
VADODARA,BHOPAL,APRIL25

A DAY after Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh announced
planstobringbacktheirmigrant
workers stuck in other states, a
coordinated exercise began to
ensure the same.While 2,000-
odd boarded buses in Haryana
forwesternUP,aroundasimilar
number headed home from
Gujarat for MP. On a smaller
scale, Himachal Pradesh organ-
ised return of Kashmiri labour-
ers stuck in thestate.
HaryanaDGPManoj Yadava

told The Sunday Express “the
movementofmigrantlabourers
wasorganisedaftermutualcon-
sultationbetweenthe twostate
governments”. “Theywere first
checked and nobody showed
anysymptoms...Thismovement
shall goon for four-fivedays.”
The migrants will be sub-

jected to another 14-day quar-
antineat theirdestinations.
Yadavaalso said thatUPhad

got themovement clearedwith
the UnionHomeMinistry. “The
Central government has said
that if the states, with mutual

consultation,decide to send/re-
ceivemigrants, it has no prob-
lem. Their only clause is that
quarantine should have been
completed.”
The DGP added that of the

16,000-odd migrants in
Haryana’sshelterhomes,around
12,000werefromUttarPradesh.
UttarPradeshAdditionalChief

Secretary Awanish Kumar
Awasthisaidtheyexpected11,000
migrantstoreturnbySunday.The
nodalofficersappointedbyUPto
helpstrandedpeople in16states
have been receiving frantic calls
enquiring aboutwhen theywill
betakenback.
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KHUSHBOONARAYAN
MUMBAI, APRIL25

NOT JUST suspicious transac-
tions solelymeant to siphon off
funds or falsifying records of
sales,CoxandKingsGroupisalso
accused, via its foreign sub-
sidiaries, of forging reports of
global audit firms and fabricat-
ingstatementsof foreignbanks.
These forged documents

were allegedly used to avail of
better credit facilities from
lendersandtoalsoallegedlyma-
nipulatethefinancialstatements
of the flagship firmof thegroup
— Cox and Kings Ltd, show
recordsof theresolutionprofes-
sionalappointedbytheNational
Company Law Tribunal and an
internalprobeconductedbyYes
Bank Ltd after the exit of Rana

Kapoor, co-founderof thebank.
CoxandKingswasoneofYes

Bank’s top borrowerswhen co-
founderRanaKapoorwashead-
ingthebank.YesBankhadanex-
posure of Rs 2267 crore to Cox
andKings.
According to probe records,

in 2018,Malvern Travel Ltd UK,
afirmwhereCoxandKingsheld
49 per cent stake, submitted
“forgedandfabricated”end-use
certificate and a bank account
statement of its statutory audi-
torBDOLLPandbankRoyalBank
of Scotland (RBS) respectively
withYesBank.Thiswasdone to
obtain a loan of 47 million
pounds (about Rs 440 crore)
fromYesBank.
In July 2019,Malvern Travel

and its three subsidiaries, Su-
perbreakMiniHolidaysLtd,Late
Rooms Ltd andMalvern Travel
Technology,filedforbankruptcy
intheUK.Subsequently,consult-
ancy firmKPMGwas appointed
as the administrator of these
firms. After a fresh audit, KPMG
on January 23, 2020, shared the
originalbankaccountstatements
of the firmswithYesBank.
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CORONACOUNT

779
DEATHS

5,210RECOVERED

5,79,957sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril25

24,942
CASES

THECOX&
KINGSDOSSIER
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UP, MP, Haryana
pave way, migrants
board buses home

Foreign subsidiaries
fudged audit reports,
bank records: Probe

HeadedfromVadodaratoMP,Rajasthan.BhupendraRana

DrGomesheadstheteamatGoa’sCOVIDhospital. SmitaNair

AtabusstandinGuwahationSaturday,beginningofathree-daywindowofferedbyAssamtostrandedpeopletotravelacrossthestateoncurfewpasses.Over
41,000appliedtoavailof inter-districtbusservices.Approximately5,000peopletravelledonthefirstday,officialssaid.DasarathDeka

Franklin put money in unknown, unrated firms

3 models for online college
exams: all with web cam
RITIKACHOPRA
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

UNIVERSITIES AND colleges
across the country are likely to
bepresentedwiththreemodels
nextweek for holding their se-
mester-end(oryear-end)exam-
inationsonline.Theycanadmin-
ister a subjective-type written
assessment, a multiple-choice
test or a case study/project-
basedevaluation—allunderthe

watchful eyesofwebcameras.
The threemodels for online

assessment are part of recom-
mendationssubmittedbyagov-
ernment-appointed expert
committee on online learning
thisweek.NageshwarRao,Vice-
Chancellor of the Indira Gandhi
National Open University (IG-
NOU), is chairperson of the
panel. The University Grants
Commission is expected to re-
lease guidelines on university
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GREENCARDASTART,
USTOCUTFLOWOF
IMMIGRANTS:TRUMP
AIDEPAGE8

MANYuniversitiesmay
adopt theonlineexami-
nations for the final-year
studentsat least, evenas
theyremainunsure
about it. Semester-end
examsusuallyhappen in
May.Adelay for final-
year studentscouldend
upaffecting their joining
date fornewjobsor
plans for further studies.

Maybe
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finalexamsE●EX
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THE SENSE OF
AN ENDING

Bengal yet to take call on opening shops
as states figure out the midnight change

Centre revises Centre’s
guidelines, states left
scrambling to catch up

AphotocopyshopinKolkataon Saturday.ParthaPaul
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Centre revises
would take a view on this on
Mondayafterwatchingthesitua-
tionfortwodays.”
It appeared stateswereonce

again caught unawares by the
Centre.
Amonth ago, onMarch 24,

whentheCentreannouncedthe
firstphaseofthelockdown,states
were left tomanage its sudden
consequences such as themas-
sive disruption in supply chain,
andmigrantlabourwalkinghun-
dreds of miles to their homes.
Somestates, includingoneruled
by the BJP, suggested that ade-
quate discussions hadnot been
heldwith thembefore the an-
nouncement.
Following this, it was ex-

pected the Centrewould delib-
erate, discuss and plan more
comprehensively when it be-
cameclearthelockdownwould
be extended.When the PMan-
nouncedApril14anextensionof
lockdown, he did give the state
machineryfivedaystogetitsact
togetherasnewmeasureswere
tokick inonApril20.
However, if during the first

phase of lockdown the govern-
menthadto issueasmanyassix
addendumandclarificationstoits
guidelinesinthefirstfewdays,the
secondphaseofthelockdownhas
alreadyseensevensuchfromthe
MinistryofHomeAffairs.
Within two days of its April

15 guidelines, on April 17,MHA
issueditsfirstaddendumallow-
ing harvest ofminor forest pro-
duce; activities regarding bam-
boo, coconut, areca nut, cocoa,
spice plantation; operations of
NBFCsandcooperativesocieties;
and activities related to power
transmission lines and telecom
optical fibre.
While thismaybeexplained

asadditionalactivitiesbeingper-
mitted probably based on de-
mandsbystates, anorder issued
byittwodayslatershoweditwas
alsopoorlyplanned.OnApril19,
theMHA issuedorders revoking
permissiontoe-commercecom-
paniestosellnon-essentialitems.
OnSaturday, too, it had to is-

suefurtherclarificationstoitsor-
dersonthesameday,statingbar-
ber shops would remain shut
since they offer services anddo
notsell items.
Asconfusionprevailedoverits

exemptions given to certain cat-
egoryofshopsacrossthecountry
onFriday,theMHAissuedmulti-
ple clarifications on Saturday to
clear the air. On the category of
shops,theMHAsaid,“Inruralar-
eas, all shops, except those in
shoppingmalls are allowed to
open. In urban areas, all stand-
alone shops, neighbourhood
shops&shopsinresidentialcom-
plexesareallowedtoopen.Shops
inmarkets/market complexes
and shoppingmalls are not al-
lowedtoopen.”
TheMHAalso clarified there

wouldbeno sale of liquor, paan
ortobaccoproductsandthat“sale
by e-commerce companieswill
continue tobepermitted for es-
sential goods only”. It has also
beenclarified thatnoneof these
exemptionswouldapply tocon-
tainmentzonesandhotspots.
It also said that itmustbe re-

membered that exemptions are
only for shops selling items and
not thoseproviding services. “In
viewofqueriescomingfromvar-
ioussectionsof society, it isclari-
fied that all restaurants, salons
andbarber shopswould remain
closed,”MHAsaid.
Thegovernment’slatestorder

onFriday is likely topleasesmall
traders andmay allow the gov-
ernment the liberty to nudge
themtoaccept e-commerceop-
erations in coming days,which
the PM talked about in his
LinkedInpostaweekago.
Meanwhile,despiteordersby

thegovernment for their opera-
tions to resume, industry repre-
sentativesbeganexpressing fear
thatstrictCOVID-19containment
guidelines on factory premises
andprovisionsofpenaltyfortheir

violationswere a deterrent to
restartingwork. Industries also
saiditwouldbedifficultforthem
to provide in-situ accommoda-
tionforlabourortransportthem
inprivatevehicles.
Clearly, stakeholdershadnot

beenadequatelyconsultedbefore
issuingguidelinesleadingtocon-
fusionontheground.
“True, some of these situa-

tions could have been avoided
through adequate discussions
withindustryrepresentativesand
trade bodies beforehand.
However, thatwas not our do-
main. It was being handled by
Ministry of Commerce,” ahome
ministryofficialsaid.
Notsurprisingly,theMHAhad

to again issue clarifications on
April 22, sayingpenaltieswould
be levied only if offence occurs
with“consent,cognisanceorneg-
ligenceof employer”.When this
did little to assuage fears, Home
SecretaryAjayBhallawrotetoall
states onApril 23, emphasising
that its guidelineshadno clause
describing provisions for prose-
cutionof employer or sealing of
factorypremisesincaseaworker
testedpositiveforCOVID-19.
The guidelines do, however,

detail provisions under the
DisasterManagementActwhere
employerscanbeprosecutedfor
violationof central guidelines as
determinedbylocalauthorities.
Bhalla’s letteralsowentonto

clarify thatno freshpermissions
were required for operation of
such factories thatwere already
functionalinthefirst lockdown.
AnotherinstanceoftheCentre

andstatesnotbeingonthesame
pagerelatestohandlingofCOVID-
19 outbreak and enforcing the
lockdown.Itreachedaflashpoint
when Kerala issued its own
guidelinesforphaseIIofthelock-
downonApril17.
Givenhowtheviruswas ag-

gressively contained, and to re-
store livelihoods, the state pro-
videdmanyrelaxations,including
operationof dine-in restaurants
and barber shops, opening of
bookshopsandlocalworkshops,
movement of public in buses
withinacity,etc.
Within twodays,onApril19,

MHAshotoffalettertoKeralasay-
ingthesewereadilutionofguide-
linesissuedbyitandthestatewas
not allowed to do so under the
DisasterManagementAct.
Yet,onApril21, theCentre is-

suedorderstoopenshopsfored-
ucationalbooks-anactivityithad
prohibitedKeralafromundertak-
ing - andelectric fans.Here, too,
the ambiguitymeant that fans
were still not selling on the
ground since there arenoexclu-
sive fan shops. They are largely
soldthroughelectricalequipment
shopswhichsellmultipleitems.
Onthesameday,inaseparate

lettertoallstates,itwarnedthem
not todilute its guidelines. It did
this even as the government of
Uttar Pradesh continued to pull
outhundredsofstudentsbelong-
ing to its state from Kota in
Rajasthaninbuses.
TheMHAmaintainedstoicsi-

lenceastohowthiswasinconso-
nancewithitsnationalguidelines.
Infact,theBJP-JD(U)government
inBiharhasprotestedagainststu-
dentsbeingallowedtomoveout
of Rajasthan and wrote to the
Centrerecentlycallingitan“utter
violationof guidelines issuedby
theMHA”.
As clamour over suffering of

strandedmigrant labour grew
vis-a-visprioritisingofextraction
of students, theUPgovernment
Friday announced itwould pull
outitsmigrantlabourfromstates
across India and transport them
totheirnativeplacesinbuses.
Here too MHA has main-

tained silence as to how this
wouldbeallowedunderthecur-
rentguidelines.OnApril19,MHA
had issueddetailed SOPs allow-
ingmovementofmigrantlabour
withinastate. Ithadaskedstates
toarrangefortheirtransportand
foodandwater during transit to
workplace.It,however,prohibited
inter-state transfer of migrant

labour.
Sourcesnowsay there could

beafreshorderinthisregard.

UP, MP, Haryana
MP, which estimates that

nearly one lakh of its migrants
arestranded,hasstartedgetting
thembackfirstfromneighbour-
ing Gujarat and Rajasthan,
whichwilldropthemtoitsbor-
ders.BySaturdaynight,98buses
carrying 2,400 workers from
Gujaratwere expected to reach
Alirajpur and Jhabua in MP,
while 600-odd workers from
Rajasthanwere to reach Sawai
Madhopur.
MP Additional Chief

Secretary ICP Keshri said it will
takesomedaysbeforeallwork-
ers return, “but we are on the
job”. “Theplanswill changede-
pendingonthecircumstances.”
Thisnewcoordinationisastrik-
ingchangefromwhentheseaof
migrant labourers leaving on
foot soon after the announce-
mentof the lockdownhadseen
sparring betweenUPandDelhi
governments.
FromHaryana, most of the

migrants left from
Yamunanagar, Gurugram,
Faridabad, Rewari, Panchkula,
Sonipat, Rohtak and Jhajjar dis-
tricts. They are bound forwest-
ern UP districts such as Agra,
Aligarh, Amroha, Baghpat and
Meerut.Whileafewofthebuses
dropped them on the UP-
Haryana border, others went
intoUPanddroppedthematthe
districtheadquarters.
Sources saidmigrants from

otherstatesstuckinHaryanaare
also pleading to be sent home,
which could pose a problem. A
seniorofficersaid,“Alargenum-
ber of themhad initially agreed
toworkintheindustriesorfields,
butmostofthemwithdrewtheir
consent after they realised that
the government had started
making arrangements to drop
themtotheirnativeplaces.”
At a video-conferencewith

DistrictMagistrates,UPCMYogi
Adityanath said on Friday the
stateestimatedfive-10lakhmi-
grantworkerstoreturnoverthe
next twomonths. On Saturday,
Adityanath heldmeetingswith
officialsoncreating“15lakhem-
ployment opportunities” in vil-
lages for thepeople returning.
The UP nodal officer in-

charge of helplines formigrant
labourersinKeralasaidthecalls
hadincreasedsincetheCM’san-
nouncement. “People have be-
come restless,” an official said.
Similarcallsarefloodingofficials
of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. An official said they
werekeepinga recordof all the
people calling. “We are noting
downwheretheyarestranded.”
Askedhowtheywouldcoor-

dinate return ofmigrants from
far-offstates,likeintheSouth,the
CM’smedia advisorMrityunjay
Kumar said, “It dependsonhow
thestategovernmentsrespond...
Foreachstate,adifferentstrategy
willhavetobedevised.”
TheMP-boundmigrantswere

headed from Vadodara in 16
busestoacheck-postbetweenthe
two states. Vadodara District

Collector Shalini Agarwal said
theyhadcoordinatedwiththead-
ministrationinMPforsendingthe
labourers back. Apart from
Vadodara,migrants left forMP
fromChhotaUdepur,Dahodand
the Panchmahals in Gujarat.
Vadodara Municipal
CommissionerNalinUpadhyay
saidsimilararrangementswould
bemade to sendback labourers
fromRajasthanandUP, after co-
ordination was finalised with
them.
MP also began facilitating

homeward journey of nearly
10,000workers stranded in dif-
ferentdistrictsofthestate,aswell
as startede-pass toallowpeople
to bring back their relatives or
children stranded outside. “We
willnotletourworkerswalk(long
distance),”ChiefMinisterShivraj
SinghChouhansaid.
OneVadodaratrustrunninga

sheltercamporganisedafarewell
ofsortsformigrantlabourerswho
left Saturday, giving awayboxes
ofsweetsandservingaaloo-puris.
MagiBhuriya,40,fromThandlain
MPsaid, “They tookgoodcareof
us. But we want to go home. I
wanttoseemychildren.”
AnuragPatel(25),fromSatna,

said hewould share the sweets
withhis family. “I cannotbelieve
this day is finally here. Iwill see
myparentsandsisterin24hours,
ifallgoeswell.”

Woman raped
Theofficersaidtheheadcon-

stable has been suspended for
negligence as “prima facie he
shouldhavetakenamoreconsid-

eratedecision...Eitheraladycon-
stableora(local)ladyshouldhave
been made to stay with her”.
Choudhary also accused the
teachers of the school of taking
thematter“casually”.
Deputy Superintendent of

Police Parth Sharma said police
had given the charge of the
woman to “some responsible
people”.“Buttakingbenefitofthe
night,threemendidwrongwith
her and threatened her. In the
morningofApril24,shesubmit-
tedacomplaintandwelodgedan
FIRandarrestedthethree.”
After hermedical examina-

tionwas done, the SP said, the
womanwassent toa localquar-
antinefacility.

3 online models
examinations nextweek based
onthecommittee’sreport.
Thepanelhadadvisedagainst

making online examinations
mandatory given “thediversity,
localenvironments,composition
ofthestudentsandpreparedness
ofthelearners,currentinfrastruc-
tureandtechnologysupport”.
However,forinstitutionskeen

onconductingtheiryear-endas-
sessment in the onlinemode, it
hasrecommendedthree“indica-
tive”models that theyare freeto
makechangesto.
Model1:Writtensubjective-

typeexaminationThecommit-
tee has suggested that teachers
“upload the question paper on
GoogleClassroomapplicationus-
ing ‘Quiz Assignment’ option”.
Thetestshouldberestrictedto1.5
hoursandthebatchofexaminees

to30 students, the report states.
Studentswillbeexpectedto join
GoogleMeetwithcameraandau-
dioonandaccessquestionpaper
through Google Classroom.
Answerswrittenonaplainsheet
of paper canbeuploadedbefore
thedeadline.
“Invigilator(s)maymonitor

the students through Google
Meetby recordingandmonitor-
ing them. Students involving in
any fraudulent activitiesmaybe
caught andUnfairMeans (UFM)
casemaybebooked.Controllerof
Examinations (COE)
/Observers/Squadsmayalsojoin
GoogleMeet andmonitor stu-
dents,”thereportstates.Teachers
willmanually evaluate the up-
loadedanswerscripts.
MODEL2:Multiple-Choice

Questions examination The
panelhassuggestedthattheMCQ
test be administered throughan
onlineproctor service.Anonline
proctor service uses software to
monitor the examinee through
videoandaudiosothattheexam
goes fraud-free. GMATandGRE
examinations are conducted
throughonlineproctoring.
Studentswill be given login

credentials andaweb link to ac-
cesstheexam.Inthismode,proc-
torsmayinterruptstudentduring
the test and ask for 360 viewof
thestudentroom.“Studentsnav-
igating out of the examination
screenmaybegivenwarningand
theirexaminationmaybetermi-
nated after specifiednumber of
warnings,”thereportstates.
Model 3: Case study and

Projects Project-basedevalua-
tionwillhavewrittenassessment
andonlinepresentationor viva-
vocebasedonthewrittenassess-
ment. Studentswill be given a
problem(casestudy/project)two
hours before the submission
deadline and asked to upload a
handwrittensolution.
“Afterthesubmissionofwrit-

tensolution,nextdayfacultyisre-
quiredtoconductanOnlinepres-
entationor viva throughGoogle
meet.Thestudentwillonlybeal-
lowed topresent the solutionof
theproblemalreadysubmitted,”
thereportstates.

Templeton
(Rs292crore),HeroSolarEnergy
(Rs437crore),HeroWindEnergy
(Rs341crore),RenewSolarPower
(Rs 204 crore) and Essel
Infraprojects(Rs92crore),among
others.Besidesthese,theFranklin
Templeton schemes also sub-
scribedtomorethan70percent
of theissuesizeinpapersofnine
othercompanies,andinvestedRs
7,661croreinthese.
OfthetotalofRs30,800crore

invested by the six schemes, al-
most 50 per cent or Rs 15,358
were invested in 35 companies
where it had subscribed to over
70percentoftheissuesize.“This
isashockinginvestmentpattern.
They put all eggs in one basket
and destroyed investorwealth.
Sebi should have taken action
much earlier,” said veteran BSE
dealerPawanDharnidharka.
A questionnaire sent to

FranklinTempletondidnotelicit
anyresponse.
According to industry insid-

ers,whileschemesaretechnically
allowed to fully subscribe topa-
pers issuedbyaparticular com-
pany,investorsneedtowatchout
fortherisksafundmanageristak-
ingandthekindofportfolioheis
building.“If25-30percentofthe
portfolio is of companieswhere
the fund house has fully sub-
scribedtheissue,itonlybuildsrisk
intotheportfolio,”saidatopoffi-
cialwith a fund housewhodid
notwishtobenamed.
Thereportalsoraisedconcern

over high exposure to non-AAA
rated papers by Franklin
Templetoninfundsotherthanthe
sixinquestion.“Totalsizeofcredit
funds as a category defined by
Sebi isRs55,436crore.However,
Franklinhasbeenleadinginman-
agedcreditcategoryandhashigh
exposureinnon-AAAinothercat-
egoriesof fundaswellandthatis
thereasonofthemwindingofsix

fundsduetoilliquidityintheport-
folio,”saidthereport.
Thematurityprofileof its in-

vestments indicates that sub-
scribers of its fundsmayhave to
waitforfiveyearsormoretogeta
partof theiroriginal investment.
The B&K report noted that as
muchasRs8,300croreworthpa-
pers would mature between
threeyearsandfiveyears,andan-
otherRs5,942croreworthpapers
wouldmaturebetweentwoyears
and three years. “It’s doubtful
whether investorswill get even
halfof their investmentafterfive
years.Thefundhousehaswashed
itshandsoffnowbyclosingdown
sixschemes,”Dharnidharkasaid.
Deepak Jasani, Head of

Research, HDFC Securities, said,
“Despite categorisation by Sebi,
a lot of debt schemes take on
risks that are not reflected in
theirschemeriskometerortheir
categorynames.Fundmanagers
with a view to generate higher
return tend to take higher risks
in the portion of other invest-
ments permitted in even safe
lowriskcategories.”

Goa doctor
Eveningsaremostlyspentunder-
standing their dilemmas in life.
Wedidthiseverysingleday,after
which we doctors exchanged
notes,”headds.
Globally,hospitalsarehaving

these “conversations” through
telemedicineservices,oftenwith
thepractitionersandpatientson
oppositesidesof thedoor.
Gomes,whohashandledthe

H1NIepidemicinthestate,isabe-
lieverofherdimmunity,butasks
notbemistaken-hewantsavac-
cinedevelopedsoon.Buthefeels
“equal importance” needs to be
giventostudyingtheotherinter-
vention:“effectsofproximityand
personalengagementwhilenurs-
inginfectedpatients,directlycon-
necting themedical attitude of
thecaregiversinslowingorshift-
ing the trajectory of the novel
coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 or any
suchfastreplicatingvirus”.
“The patients are fighting it

aloneandthatlonelinesscanhave
a drastic impact,” says Gomes.
“Wearetryingtounderstandif it
impactstheirtreatmentcourse.”
The doctor has now trained

his teamonthemannerof treat-
ment and is preparing to use all
theexperiencefromthesevenfull
recoveriestotreatthenextbatch
ofseafarers.Withadditionalnurs-
ing staff beingdeployed,Gomes
saysprotocolsarenowinplaceto
handle between80and100pa-
tientsatanygiventime,withthe
state having requisitionedup to
300ventilators.
“Whilewetakeextremecau-

tion,andwearPPEs,thefiveofus
alsounofficially decided towear
the head gear that we use for
treatingHIVvirus.Thefaceisfully
visibleinthat.Insuchcases,when
they are confined, they need to
seeadoctorsmile,andbeableto
identify us and connectwithus.
Weensureweareataone-metre
distancewhenwearetalkingbut
make sure they can see us and
also respondwith expressions,”
hesays.
Thestaff’swarddutiesalsoin-

cludedhavingtoconstantlycheck
on the patient’s phone battery.
“Initially, since patients were
scaredandalsonewtothehospi-
tal, theywould onlymakevoice
calls. We encouraged them to
makevideocallstofamily,friends
or anyone who can comfort
them,”saysGomes.
Ashesilentlydocuments the

impact of “engagement”, “con-
versations”and“touch”onhispa-
tients,Gomesagreeshis study is
an anomaly for a diseasewhose
cureisstillelusiveandwhichhas
createdfearandstigma.
“It’saconstantlearning-deal-

ing with an epidemic. In that
sense, everythingmatters.How
totalktopatients.Howtoremove
their fears. The treatmentproto-
cols.Whatisthatextrathatmade
it better,whathelped?Weneed
toanswerthesequestions.Weare
lookingtostudyallthis.”

FROMPAGEONE

Signal: Ease curbs in districts with zero cases

Bengal yet to take call on opening shops

continue with the present
model in which the Centre
spells out the guidelines for
states,whichcantotightenthe
normsbutnotdilutethem.
According to the Health

Ministry,hotspotsareareasthat
have a very high number of
cases or a case-load doubling
time of less than four days
against the current national
timeframeofabout10.
“There canobviously beno

opening up of containment
zones.Evenfortherest,ithasto
bedonevery carefully, balanc-
ing disease control and eco-
nomicaspects.Wehavetheop-
tion of going by the red and
green zone classification or
hotspots or thepresentmodel.
The important thing is thatwe
cannotletourguarddownorlet
the systemic preparedness
slacken,”sourcessaid.
Another issue being dis-

cussed intensivelywithin the

Centreandwithstatesishowto
getmigrant labourers back to
their home states. States like
Bihar have suggested special
trains so that social distancing
duringthejourney,andscreen-
ing and surveillanceonarrival,
canbeensured.
“Weare lookingat,maybe,

lettingtwopersonstravelinthe
spacethatnormallyaccommo-
dates eight people. Also, using
trainsmeans they deboard at
one point where they can be
screened,theirdetailstakenfor
follow-up and arrangements
madeforthemandatory14-day
quarantinebeforetheycanhead
backtotheirvillages,”saidatop
governmentfunctionary.
Uttar Pradesh has already

startedbringingbackmigrants
stranded inother states,while
MadhyaPradeshhassoughtper-
missiontodoso.Officialssaidthe
key is towork out a foolproof
modalityfortransportation.

Over the last fewdays, the
Centre’smessaging has been
alongthelinesthatthecountry
hasdonefairlywellandthetwo
lockdownshavehadthedesired
effect in arresting the speedof
thediseasespread.
Presentations made by

chairmen of two empowered
groups—environment secre-
taryCKMishra andNiti Aayog
memberDrVKPaul—during
theweekmadethesamepoint
as thegovernment’s statement
Saturdaythatatsixpercent,the
growthrateisatitslowest.
However, government

sources said the strategy for
each regionwill be tailoredac-
cordingtothediseasedynamic
there.Inthisbackdrop,theyun-
derlined that the situation in
Maharashtra,Gujarat,Delhiand
MadhyaPradeshremainschal-
lengingasthesestateshaveac-
counted formore than half of
thepositivecasesinthecountry.

The district-wise data also
showedthediseasewasheavily
concentrated in 13urban cen-
tres—Mumbai, Ahmedabad,
Indore,Pune,Jaipur,Hyderabad,
Thane, Surat, Chennai, Bhopal,
Agra,JodhpurandDelhi.Thefact
thatruralareashavewitnessed
subdued incidence of the out-
breakwillalsoplayontheminds
of policymakers in re-starting
economythere.
In this context, sources

pointed out that the Prime
Ministerhadinteractedwiththe
CMsbeforethefirstphaseofthe
lockdownendedonApril14and
sought their opinionona stag-
geredexitplan.
Thesourcessaidthatevenat

the time of the last extension,
theCentrehadbeeninfavourof
statestakingindividualcallsbut
the overwhelming consensus
was that the Prime Minister
should take the lead to ensure
maximumcompliance.

sand Uttar Pradesh said they
wouldmaintainstatusquo.Like
inDelhi, confusionprevailed in
Rajasthan,HaryanaandMadhya
Pradesh,where traders down-
ingshuttersafteropeningthem
in the morning. By evening,
Haryanaclarifiedthatshopswill
open from Sunday, Madhya
Pradeshsaidshopswouldopen
exceptinhotspotsandcontain-
ment areas, and Rajasthan is-
sueda clarification in linewith
theUnionHomeMinistry’sclar-
ificationonSaturdayafternoon
-thatinruralareas,allshopsex-
ceptshoppingmallsareallowed
to stayopen,whereas inurban
areas, all standalone shops,
neighbourhoodshopsandresi-
dential complexes are allowed
toopen.
Maharashtra,whichcontin-

uestoreportthehighestnumber
ofCOVID-19deathsinthecoun-
tryat323, refused toease lock-
down at least until May 3. In
MumbaiandPune,thelockdown
islikelytobeextendedtoMay15.
Despiteitsinitialreservations,

the Delhi government on

Saturdayeveningdecidedtoal-
lowstandaloneshopsaswellas
those in neighbourhoods and
residential complexes, selling
bothessentialandnon-essential
items,toopen.
The state government’s de-

cisionwill not cover liquor or
barbershops,andwillnotbeap-
plicable to the95 containment
zones in theCapital. Confusion
hadprevailed through theday,
with some shops opening, but
market associations asking
membersnottorushin.
According to sources in

Delhi, senior officials and ex-
perts had told thegovernment
that lifting relaxations inDelhi
wasnotfeasible,consideringthe
suddenuptickinthenumberof
cases over the past few days.
Delhi saw 111 fresh cases on
Saturday. Thegovernmenthad
agreedwiththedecision,anof-
ficial said on condition of
anonymity.
During the first half of the

day, topofficials in thegovern-
ment alsomaintained that re-
laxations, “if any”, will be al-

lowedonlyafterApril27,andtill
then,“complete”lockdownwill
beobserved.
“ButonSaturdayafternoon,

as TV channels reported that
MHA had relaxed the rules,
shops started opening despite
there being no go-ahead from
the state government.When
ourofficialswenttotheseareas
andaskedpeople to shut their
shopsandfollowtheDelhigov-
ernment guidelines, they
showed them theMHAorder
and said theCentrewas the fi-
nal authority. Inmany areas,
thingsgotheatedandalawand
ordersituationemerged.In3-4
places, officials were pushed
aroundbyshopowners.Were-
alisedthatthingshadgotoutof
control and had to convene a
meeting,where itwasdecided
late in the evening that there
was no option but to take the
MHA line,” said anofficialwho
didnotwanttobenamed.
Delhi government officials,

however,maintained that the
previous relaxationsproposed
by theMHA in termsof allow-

ing electricians, plumbers and
carpenterswill not be imple-
mentedinDelhifornow.
Having“reluctantly”agreed

totheHomeMinistrydirective,
the Delhi government has si-
multaneously decided to scale
up amodel — already imple-
mented inparts of oldDelhi—
tobreakupeverymajorcontain-
mentzoneintomultiplesectors
to prevent violations inside
sealedareas.
“Howcanone allow relax-

ationswhen sealed zones are
risingeveryday?Butwhat can
wedonowthat theCentrehas
takenaunilateraldecision?The
primary focuswill continue to
beontherisingnumberofcases,
evenatthesealedzones.Soade-
cision has been taken by Lt
Governor Anil Baijal, Chief
SecretaryVijayDevandotherof-
ficialstobreakthecontainment
zones intomultipleclusters for
moreeffectiveimplementation
of the restrictions, which are
now being violated in many
places asneighbours are inter-
mingling,”anofficialsaid.
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DIVINE INTERVENTION
■PeopleoutonthestreetsofKolkata’sBonhooghlyarea
withoutamaskandthosedefyingthe lockdown
encounteredadivine interventiononFriday. “Yamraj”, the
Hindugodofdeath,waswaiting for thematopacustomised
vehicle, insteadof achariot, andaccompaniedbyhis
attendant“Chitragupta”. Itwasthebrainchildof the local
BonhooghlyGCGSYubakSanghaclub,whichwantedan
innovativewaytospreadawarenessaboutcoronavirus.

■AstrappingAbhijitSadukhan(23),dressedasYamraj,
chasedthepeopleviolatingthe lockdownbeforegiving
themmasks,anda lectureabouthowtheywere
endangeringtheir lifeandthoseofothers. Sadukhansaidhe
wasenjoyinghis role. “Withthismake-upandthemace
somepeopleareactuallygetting frightened,”hesaid. “The
idea is togivethemessagethatpeopleareplayingwith
deathbygoingoutandviolatingthe lockdown.”

■Sadukhansaid it takeshimalongtimetodressupand
applymakeup.However,headdedthathewaswillingtodo
it tobringtherightmessagetopeople. “This isan innovative
measure fromourclub.Whereverweseethatpeopleare
gathered in largenumbers, the ‘Yamraj’ isgoing is tellingthe
people that theyare invitingdeath, ”said theYubak’s
memberSankarRout,addingthat thedrive iseffective

REPORTAND PHOTOSPARTHAPAUL

ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA,APRIL25

AFTER GOVERNOR Jagdeep
Dhankhar raised questions over
allegedirregularitiesinthepublic
distribution system (PDS), the
Central government has also
trained its guns at the West
Bengal government over distri-
butionoffoodgrainsduringlock-
down.
In a letter addressed to State

Food Secretary Parwez Ahmed
Siddiqui, S Jagannathan, Joint
Secretary of UnionMinistry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, alleged that
distributionoffoodgrains,under
thePradhanMantriGaribKalyan
AnnYojana(PMGKAY),was“nil”
inthestate.Hesaidthatthestate
government, under the scheme,
had already procured 73,000
metrictonnesof rice.
Denyingtheallegations,State

FoodMinister JyotipriyaMallick
saidtheCentralgovernmenthad
providedonly607metrictonnes
ofmasoordaal(redlentil)against
the state’s demand of 15,000
metrictonnes.
Under PMGKAY, each ration

card holder is given five kg food

grains andonekgpulses free for
thenextthreemonthsinviewthe
coronaviruspandemic. This is in
additiontothemonthlyquotaof
subsidised foodgrain of 5 kgper
personunder theNational Food
SecurityAct(NFSA).
Mallick said the statewas al-

readydeliveringfoodgrainstofair
priceshopsandwouldcomplete
theexercisebyMay1.
“The prime minister an-

nounced this schemeonMarch
25. But the Central government
gave us the confirmation of this
scheme on April 16. After that,
they started delivering the food
grains (rice). We have already
started distributing those food
grains to ration dealers andwe
areexpecting that,beforeMay1,
wewill complete our distribu-
tion.”
Theletter,datedApril23,said,

“The State/UT-wise allocation of

food grains under the Pradhan
MantriGaribKalyanAnnaYojona
(PM-GKAY)schemewasalready
conveyedtoallstate/UTsandFCI
(FoodCorporation of India) vide
letterdated30.03.2020andmost
State/UTshavealreadystartedthe
liftinganddistributionofthisad-
ditional food grains to theNFSA
beneficiariesbesidesdistribution
of regular NFSA entitlements.
However,inrespectofyourstate,
it is observed that no action has
beeninitiatedsofarforthedistri-
butionoff additional foodgrains
(rice)toNFSAbeneficiariesunder
thisspecialtimeboundscheme.”
Theletterfurthersaid,“Asre-

gardavailabilityoffoodgrains,the
FCIhasinformedthatnearly1.02
LMT (lakhmetric tonnes) of rice
is readily available at all revenue
districtgodownsofFCIinthestate
andanother1.46LMTsricewould
be reaching the state by
25/04/2020.About73,300MTof
ricehasalreadybeenliftedbythe
statefromFCI,butdistributionof
food grains in the state is nil un-
derthePMGKAYscheme.”
The letter urged the state to

start distributing food grains to
“all 6.02 crore beneficiaries cov-
eredunderNFSAwithout losing
anyfurthertime”.

Imamsurge
Muslims to
pray at home
Kolkata: With Ramzan
startingSaturday,theapex
body of Imams in West
BengalhasaskedMuslims
tooffernamazfromhome,
and advised themnot to
assemble atmosquesbe-
cause of thenovel coron-
avirusdisease(COVID-19)
pandemic. All mosque
committees have been
asked to communicate
thistothemembersofthe
community, Chairmanof
BengalImamsAssociation
MohammedYahiasaidon
Saturday. Every govern-
ment advisory should be
followedforthebenefitof
everyone, he added. “We
have towork together to
fight the coronavirus,”
YahiatoldPTI.“Wehaveal-
ready appealed to all the
mosquesindifferentparts
ofthestatenottoallowany
gathering for namaz.
While the imam of a
mosquewill offer namaz
in the presence of two-
threeothersof themasjid
committee, others will
pray from their homes.”
Themosqueswill ensure
the sound of the azan
reaches every household
inthelocality,saidanother
association member.
EchoingYahia'sappeal,the
ImamofNakhodaMasjid,
ShafiqueQasmi,said,"We
have already been con-
ducting Friday prayers
withonly three-fourpeo-
ple inmosque, including
the Imam, and ensured
that others do it at their
homes. This procedure
will continue in the
Ramzanmonth.” PTI

State yet to
take call on
shops
Kolkata: TheWest Bengal
government on Saturday
said it is yet to take a call
on allowing neighbour-
hood and standalone
shops to open, in accor-
dancewith a directive is-
sued by the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA). A
senior state government
officialsaidtheMHAorder
isbeingstudiedandafinal
call in this regardwill be
taken soon. The Union
government has said
neighbourhood and
standalone shops have
beenallowedtoopenbut
those located inmarket-
places,mallsandhotspots
will continue to remain
shuttillMay3. PTI

CORONA
WATCH

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KOLKATA,APRIL25

WITH38newCOVID-19positive
casesinthelast24hours,theto-
tal number of active cases on
Saturdayreached423,according
toastategovernmentbulletin.
Asmany as 105 positive pa-

tientshave so far recoveredand
discharged fromhospital,while
the death toll stands at 18 as no
new fatality was reported on
Saturday. On Friday, the state
government had linked the
deathof57coronaviruspositive
patients to the virus, of whom,
39hadco-morbidities.
Atotalof947testswerecon-

ducted in the last 24hours, tak-
ing the total to9,880.
“Thenumberof tests has in-

creased in last few days. About
38 new cases were reported in
last24hours.Onemorehospital
—SurakshaDiagnosticsPvt.Ltd.
— has been authorised by the
IMCR as another testing lab in
the state. The total number of
testing labs inWestBengalnow
standsat13,”saidagovernment
official.
Asmanyas207peoplearein

hospital isolation.
There are 66 dedicated

COVID-19hospitalshere.
On Friday, the state govern-

ment had said that COVID-re-
lated deaths in the state num-
bered 57, of which 18 could be
primarily attributed to coron-
avirus.
“Many questions are being

raised on the audit committee
setupbythestate,andthedeath
numbers. The committee sub-
mitteditsreporttoday, inwhich
they said 57 people who died
hadtestedpositiveforCOVID-19.
Of them,18personsdiedprima-
rily because of coronavirus. The
remainingpatientshadco-mor-
bidities, but were COVID-posi-
tive,”stateChiefSecretaryRajiva
Sinhahadsaid.
BiswaranjanSatpati, headof

theauditcommitteeandformer
director, health services, had
said, “Theexpert committee for
conducting audit into thedeath
of COVID-19 positive patients
whichwassetuponApril3has,
till this date, examined57 cases

of death of persons who had
tested positive for COVID-19.
This committee examined all
relevant documents, including
bed-head-ticket, treatmenthis-
tory, laboratoryinvestigationre-
port,deathcertificatesandother
documentssentbythehospitals
concerned, and found that 18
deathswereduetoCOVID-19in-
fections.”

Woman tests positive
after giving birth

Awoman in Kolkata has tested
positiveforthenovelcoronavirus
disease (COVID-19) after giving
birth to her child in a hospital
here. Shehasbeenshifted toan-
other facility eight kilometres
away, leaving her four-day-old
child intheprevioushospital.
Doctors have kept the baby

in isolation and aremonitoring
foranysignsof infection,anoffi-
cial of the private hospital said
onSaturday.
Thewoman,whoisinherearly

thirties,wasasymptomaticwhen
shewasbroughttothesuperspe-
cialtyhospital onApril 19, theof-
ficialsaid,adding:“Asurgerywas
done on that day and she gave
birth to thebaby.” The following
day,shedevelopedfeverandwas
testedforCOVID-19.
“On April 23, test results

showedthat shewas infectedby
coronavirus," said the official.
“Immediately,shewasshiftedsince
oursisnotaCOVID-19hospital.”
Doctors, nurses and other

health workers who came in
contact with the woman have
been isolated, and the entire
building,includingtheoperation
theatre,havebeensanitised.
“We nowhave a fresh team

of nurses and other operations
havebeenrescheduled,"saidthe
official. WITHPTI
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REITERATINGTHEIRdispleasure
with the state government, the
two Inter-ministerial Central
Teams (IMCT) on Saturday
wrotethreemoreletterstoWest
Bengal Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinha alleging lack of coopera-
tion andwithholding informa-
tion related to novel coron-
avirus.
The Union government had

senttheteamssixdaysagotore-
view the state’s handling of
novelcoronavirusinKolkataand
its neighbouring areas, and
north Bengal. Kolkata is the
worst-affectedcity in the state.
Whiletwoletterswerewrit-

tenApurbaChandra,whoheads
theKolkatateam,anotherbythe
noth Bengal team. They reiter-
ated their allegation that lock-
downwas not strictly followed
in somepartsof northBengal.
Chandra said the state gov-

ernment’s alleged stance that it
cannot“waste”itsofficialstoac-
company IMCTs for field visits
“wasincompleteviolationtothe
MinistryofHomeAffairs letter”.
“The IMCT has been in

Kolkata since 10am on
20.04.2020. Four letters have
beenwrittenbytheIMCTtothe
state government till today. No
response has been received to

anyof theletters.Ahardcopyof
the presentation which was
made on 23.04.2020 has also
not beenmade available,” read
oneof the letters.
“TheChiefSecretaryofWest

Bengal has been widely re-
ported in the media of having
stated in his daily press confer-
encethattheIMCTisfreetovisit
anywhereandseniorofficersof
the state government cannot
wastetheir timeaccompanying
the IMCT. The above stand is in
violation of the order of the
MinistryoffHomeAffairsasthe
stategovernmentisexpectedto
providelogisticssupportandfa-
cilitateall fieldvisits,”statedthe
letter.
On Friday, the IMCT team

had inspected Dumurjala
Stadium, a quarantine centre,
Sanjiban Hospital and other
COVID-19 hotspots in Howrah.
In its letter, the IMCT said peo-
plekeptat theDumurjalaquar-
antine centrewere being taken
for testing incrampedvansand
thus violating social distancing
norms.
It lauded that the state gov-

ernmentfor“strictly”enforcing
the lockdown. However, it ob-
servedthathealthprofessionals
werenotpartof thesurveillance
team. It said it wanted tomeet
municipalanddistrictadminis-
tration officials, and a few resi-
dents in the area and sought a

complete record of the surveil-
lance.
Underlining that the state

government was expected to
provideaccommodation, trans-
portation,PPEkitsandother fa-
cilities to them, IMCTmembers
sought toknowif thestategov-
ernment would take responsi-
bility for their safety and secu-
rity. “Whether the BSF
accompanying the IMCTonbe-
half of the government free to
takeactiontoensuresafetyand
security of the IMCT in absence
of police support,” the letter
asked.
TheIMCTalsosoughtclarity

if it was barred from leaving its
camp without informing the
stategovernment.
“Whether it is a fact that a

DCP of Bengal police informed
Bengal officers at BSF guest
houseonApril21that the IMCT
cannot leave the campuswith-
out the permission of the state
government as the lockdown is
in force and if it leaves it is only
permitted to go to the airport,”
the letter read.
Thelettersaidnoseniorstate

official accompanied IMCT
membersduringtheirvisitsand
their expectationwas that doc-
torsandofficialssharedrelevant
informationwith them.
The West Bengal govern-

mentisyettorespondtothelet-
ters.

Visiting Central team reiterates:
Indifference and data withheld

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
KOLKATA,APRIL25

THEWEST Bengal government
has issued a show cause notice
to the authorities of a primary
schoolinSouth24Parganasdis-
trict for giving additional food
items and soap bars alongwith
riceandpotatoestoguardiansof
studentsunderthemiddaymeal
scheme amid the lockdown, a
notificationsaid.
Thesub-inspectorofschools,

Bishnupur circle, had on Friday
issued the showcausenotice to
Amgachhia Lal Bahadur Free
PrimarySchool,accusingitofvi-
olatingthegovernmentorderof
providing only 3 kg each of rice
andpotatoestoguardiansof the
students fromApril 20 to 30, it
said.
Inadditiontothefixedquota,

the school authorities had also
distributedapacketof flattened
rice,biscuitsandabarof soapto
eachofthebeneficiariesonApril
23, thenotificationsaid.
The state government has

asked the school authorities to
giveitsexplanationwithinthree
days of receipt of the notice, it

said.
Theadministrationsoughtto

knowwhohadgiventheschool
the right to decide ondistribut-
ing the additional commodities
by violating the standard prac-
tice, thenotificationsaid.
“Youareinstructedtogivean

explanationaboutsuchdistribu-
tion from your school and
whetheryouhad takenanyper-
mission fromthehigherauthor-
itytodosuchdistribution.Anex-
planation should be given from
yourendwithinthreedays from
receivingthisletter,”thenotice,a
copyofwhichwas forwarded to
the block development officer,
said.
Theschoolauthorities,when

contacted, refused to comment
onthe issue.
Rice and potatoes are being

givento thebeneficiariesacross
thestatefromApril20underthe
middaymeal scheme.
“Such instances of going be-

yond the brief of the govern-
mentwillnotbeallowed.This is
agovernmentproject and there
can be serious ramifications if
we choose to ignore such in-
stances,”anofficialof theSchool
EducationDepartment said.

School gets notice for
giving more food items
under midday scheme

STATECOUNT

423
ACTIVE
CASES

18
DEATHS

105RECOVERED

9,880SAMPLES
TESTED TILL APRIL 25

Active cases
rise to 423
with 38new
infections
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Minister
Jyotipriya
Mallick
slams
Centre for
ofdaal
shortage

Centre alleges ‘nil’ distribution
of rice, minister rejects charge



SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
APRIL25

KERALAWILLsoonhavearobot
totendtoCOVID-19patients.The
robot, namedKARMI-Bot, has
beendevelopedbyKochi-based
Asimov Robotics under the
‘MakeinIndia’ initiative.
TheKARMI-botwashanded

overtothegovernmentmedical
collegehospital inKochi,which
is a COVID-19 treatment centre
inKerala.

Asimov Robotics CEO T
Jayakrishnan said, “KARMI-bot
can autonomously navigate in-
side the isolationward to trans-
portanddispensefoodandmed-
ical supplies for patients under
care and therebyminimisehu-
maninvolvement.Therobotcan
conversewithpatientsandiniti-
atevideoconferencingbetween
patients and health staff/rela-
tives.Therobotiscapableofdis-
infectingused itemsduring the
journeytothehomestation,”he
said.
An Android mobile app is
usedtomonitorandcontrolthe
KARMI-Bot, Jayakrishnansaid.
Therobotcancarryupto25

kgandmoveat onemeterper
second. Itisalsoequippedwith
high-powerdetergentsprayto
cleaninfectedareas.DrGanesh
Mohan, RMO at themedical
college, said therobot isof im-
mense help in taking food to
patients and cleaning objects
usedbythem.
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ANJUAGNIHOTRICHABA
KAPURTHALA (PUNJAB),
APRIL25

JASVIR SINGHMann, owner of
Mann Chahal Dhaba on the
Jalandhar-Amritsar National
Highway, was excitedwhen he
finallyopenedhiseatery27days
after lockdown curbs slammed
its shutters down. While the
curfew in the state continues,
Punjab government had re-
cently granted permission to
roadside eateries to open for
business and receive orders for
takeaways. So when Jasvir re-
sumed operations, he hoped
that orders for food will start
streaming in, steadily. But over
the last twodays, hehasnot re-
ceivedasingleone.Thisdespite
thefactthathishighwaydhaba,

located inDhilwan, Kapurthala
district, is one of the most
sought-after eateries among
commuters on this stretch, and
there aremany out on the road
thankstotheundergoingwheat
procurementoperation.Butthe
dhaba, with a capacity to feed
150 at a time, wears a deserted
look. The staffers wait to serve
wearing masks, and there are
socialdistancingmarkersonthe
floor, but no customers. Before
lockdown, around 400 cus-
tomerswouldeatheredaily.
Now, Jasvir counts a dozen

customerswhohesaysstopped
for tea in the last two days, but
no one for takeaway food. The
Punjabgovernmenthasonlyal-
lowedgrab-and-goorderswith
eat-ins still prohibited at these
roadsidejoints.Operationswere
allowed particularly keeping

‘procurementseason’ inmindas
manytractor-trolleysandtrucks
are on the highway shipping
wheatduring this time.
Several owners of highway

dhabas in Punjab say that re-
gaining the faith of customers
would be amajor challenge in
thedays to come.
Butdespitethelasttwodays,

Jasvir says: “I amreally thankful
to the government that it al-
lowed us to operate when the

entire country is under lock-
down till May 3. People have to
regain their faith in eating out.”
He also adds that before open-
ing,theplacewasproperlysani-
tised.
Several owners of highway

dhabas in Punjab say that re-
gaining the faith of customers
would be amajor challenge in
thedays to come.
They point out that while

there are vehicles on the road,
most - including truckers -only
stop for tea and packed snacks
as they prefer carrying essen-
tialsneededforthejourneywith
them. Khalsa Punjabi Dhaba,
which is located in Hamira,
Kartarpur on the NH-1, also
openedonTuesdayandbutonly
six odd customers came for
packed food.
Anil Kumar, the main cook

of Khalsa Dhaba, said, “We
opened the dhaba yesterday,
butcouldnotgetanycustomer.
OnWednesday, 5-6 customers
came and got food packed.” He
addedthatdaily200to300cus-
tomers used to visit this place
before the coronavirus
outbreak.
“Nowweareafraidthatpeo-

ple will not come,” said Anil,
while claiming that they were
trying to followall precautions
from wearing masks and
washing hands frequently.
Ishfaq, a worker on

Sarpanch Dhaba, said: “Some
customers who came today
wereveryparticular andasked
me towashmy hands in front
of them before
packing food. I have been
washing my hands every half
an hour.”

Dhabas open in Punjab, customers stay away

After row over
red zone tag, J&K
relaxes curbs in
Jammu areas

Kerala hospital to
deploy robot to tend
to COVID patients

3 cases, no source: Andhra
family has officials puzzled

ABANTIKAGHOSH
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

WHILETHECentreplanstoscale
up testing for COVID-19 to one
lakhsamplesperday,sourcessaid
onlyabout3lakhRNAextraction
kits are left. With over 38,000
samplesbeingtestedonanaver-
agedaily,theexistingstockisjust
enoughtolastaboutaweek.
The RNA extraction kits are

required to prepare samples for
theRT-PCRtest-onekitpertest.
This comes at a timewhen

serological tests, or rapid anti-
bodytests,havebeensuspended
across the country following
complaintsofvaryinglevelsofac-
curacy.
Meanwhile, 1,490newcases

and56deathswere reportedon
Saturday, takingthetotal tally to
24,942 cases (5,209 recovered)
and779deaths.The ICMRsaida
total of 5,79,957 samples have
beentestedso far.
"We have about 3 lakh RNA

extraction kits, enough for just
oneweek at the present rate of
testing.We are pushing for ac-
quiring them quickly and have
placed orderswith various ven-
dors.Wearehopingtogetatleast
3millionRNAextractionkitsand
1millionviraltransportmedium
kits, with the supplies starting
soon.TheproblemisthattheRT-
PCRkitscannotbeusedwithout
the RNA extraction kits,” said a
source.
Some states like Madhya

Pradeshhavealreadyflaggedthe
dwindling stock of RNA extrac-
tionkits.
AnRNAextractionkit,as the

name suggests, extracts the
RNA from the virus - the novel
coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) is a
single-strandedRNAvirus - for
running theRT-PCRtest,which
compares the composition of
the RNA to test the identity of
the virus. India is also planning

to use TB testing machines to
rampupRT-PCR capacity.
Earlierthismonth,theCentre

informed the states and Union
territories(UTs)thatitisplanning
toincreasedailytestingto1lakh
byMay31.
However,theshortageofRNA

extractionkitscouldhamperthe
plantorampuptesting.
TheICMRhadrecentlyissued

anadvisoryaskingstatestoiden-
tify anodal officer to coordinate
with the State Resident
CommissionerstationedinDelhi
for procurement/ supply of
reagents/ primers/ probes. “All
labs certified by ICMRwill pro-
cure VTM&RNAextraction kits
throughstates,” it said.
The Group of Ministers

(GoM), headed by Health
MinisterDrHarshVardhan,met
onSaturdaytoreviewtheprepa-
rationsanddeliberateontheway
ahead.Adetailedpresentationon
the COVID-19 situation across
the country, alongwith the re-
sponse andmanagement, was
made.
TheGoMwas informed that

over1 lakhPPEsandN95masks
are beingmanufactured in the
country daily. At present, there
are 104 domesticmanufactures
of PPEs and threemaking N95
masks. In addition, domestic
manufacturershavealsostarted
productionofventilatorsandor-
ders have been placed for over
59,000unitsthroughnineman-
ufacturers.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

CONGRESS PRESIDENT Sonia
Gandhi on Saturday wrote to
PrimeMinister NarendraModi,
askinghimtoannounceafinan-
cial package for revival of the
MSME sector — including ear-
marking of Rs 1 lakh crore each
forensuringprotectionofwages
and for settingupa credit guar-
antee fund.
Ignoringeconomicconcerns

of theMSME sector can have a
“devastatingandexpansive rip-
pleeffect”ontheeconomy,Sonia
wrote.Arguingthatmicro,small
andmedium scale enterprises
(MSMEs) contribute close to
one-third of the nation’s GDP,
employover11crorepeople,and
account for nearly 50 per cent
exports,shepointedout,“atthis
moment, without appropriate
support, more than 6.3 crore
MSMEs stand on the verge of
economic ruin.”
Sonia wrote: “Every single

day of the lockdowncomes at a
costofRs30,000croretothesec-
tor. Nearly all MSMEs have lost
sales orders, seen a complete
cessationoftheirwork,andhave
hadtheirrevenuenegativelyim-
pacted by the lockdown. Most
worrying, the 11 crore employ-
eesareat riskof losing jobs...”
Sheaskedthegovernmentto

take steps to meet the crisis
“headon”, or “risk amuch large
economiccrisisdowntheroad”.
Sonia listed fivesuggestions,

which Congress leaders said
were finalised on the basis of a
report given to her by the
Manmohan Singh-headed con-
sultative group. Party leaders
saidthegrouphadreceivedover
60,000 suggestions fromacross
thecountry.
SeniorCongressleaderRahul

Gandhi had last week sought
suggestions from the public for
an economic stimulus package
for theMSMEsector.
Sonia wrote: “Announce a

Rs 1 lakh crore ‘MSME Wage
Protection’ package. Thiswould
goalongwayinshoringupthese
jobs, boostingmorale aswell as
greatlyalleviatingthepredicted
economic spiral. Establish and
deploy a credit guarantee fund
of Rs 1 lakh crore. This is neces-
sary to provide immediate liq-
uidity to the sector and ensure
adequate capital is available to
MSMEs at a time when they
need it themost.”
In other suggestions, Sonia

statedthat“actionstakenbyRBI
must get reflected in actions by
commercialbankstoensuread-

equate, easy and timely credit
supply toMSMEs.” She said any
monetary action at the “RBI’s
endmustbesupportedbysound
fiscal support from the
Government” and demanded
setting up of a “a 24x7 helpline
in theMinistry to provide guid-
anceandtoassistMSMEsduring
this period, would also be of
enormousvalue.”
Former Finance minister P

ChidambaramsaidSonia’sletter
isawell-consideredblueprintto
save and revive the MSMEs of
the country. “Weare still await-
ing FAP II promised by the
Finance Minister exactly one
month ago. Meanwhile, the
MSME blueprint is Congress’
contributiontore-starttheecon-
omy.Ihopethegovernmentwill
acton theblueprint,”hesaid.
Meanwhile,formerPMSingh

and senior Congress leaders
slammedtheCentreforfreezing
dearness allowance (DA) of
Centralgovernmentemployees.
“We should be on the side of
people whose dearness al-
lowance is being cut. I sincerely
believe it isnotnecessaryatthis
stagetoimposehardshipsonthe
government servants and also
on the armed forces people,”
Singh said in a short video of a
meetingof thegroup.
RahulGandhi said, “I see the

problemisthatyouarebuilding
yourCentralVista(inNewDelhi)
atthesametime....Youaretaking
awaymoney from the middle
class...andyouarespendingiton
CentralVista.”

Testing times: Only
3 lakh RNA kits left

ARUNSHARMA
JAMMU,APRIL25

THE J&K administration on
Saturday relaxed restrictions in
GujjarNagar,Bhatindi,Sunjwan
and Janipur’s Bhawani Nagar in
Jammudistrictbyshiftingthem
fromthered toorangezone.
“Thetransitionfromredzone

toorangehasbeenpermittedin
Janipur,GujjarNagar,Bhatindi&
Sunjwan, keeping in view the
guidelinesforthesame.Further,
transition fromorange to green
willtakeplaceasperprocedure,
in due course of time (second
weekofMay,ifsituationremains
as it is today),” JammuDeputy
CommissionerSushmaChauhan
wrote on herWhatsApp group.
“Theorder/notificationofwith-
drawalshallbeissuedwhenthe
transitionfromredzonetogreen
zone is complete,’’ she said,
addingthat“theconcernedoffi-
cers, both police &magistrate
have been briefed about the re-
laxation pertaining to
orangezone”.
The Indian Express had on

Saturday reported on the issue
in a report titled ‘In Jammu, NC
youthleaderquestionsredzone
classification, UT admin calls it
inflammatory’.
Officials said that barring a

fewpockets,therestrictionswill
be relaxedand residentswill be
allowed tomove subject to is-
suance of passes by District
Magistrate.
Aboutsomepocketsstillcon-

tinuingascontainmentzonesin
theareas,sourcessaidthatwhile
some members of Tableeghi
Jamaatquarantinedinamosque
inSunjwanareahadtestedpos-
itive, Kiryani Talab has a large
settlementof Rohingya, anum-
ber of whomhad also travelled
toDelhi’sNizamuddin.

States move cautiously on Centre
guidelines on opening shops

Sonia asks PM for spl
package forMSMEs

SoniaGandhi

J&K

Yatra depends
on COVID
situation
Jammu: Days after a flip-
flop over this year’s
Amarnath Yatra, the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration said the pil-
grimage depends on the
COVID-19 situation.
Lieutenant-Governor G C
Murmu said the govern-
ment will explore all
means to conduct the ya-
tra.“However,thesedevel-
opmentsaresubject to re-
view inviewof the crisis,’’
hemaintained. ENS

RAJASTHAN
Lawyer turns
up for hearing
in vest, chided
Jaipur: A Rajasthan HC
lawyerappeared inanon-
line bail hearing in a vest,
drawing the ire of a judge.
Justice Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma reprimanded
Ravindra Paliwal for not
appearing in uniform on
Friday. The judge sought
todismissthebailplea,but
accepted the prosecutor’s
request to not punish the
accused.Hepostponedthe
hearing toMay5. ENS

SIKKIM
84 Bhutanese
students sent
home
Gangtok: The Sikkim gov-
ernmentonSaturdaysent
84 stranded Bhutanese
students back to their
country,officialssaid.They
weretransportedhomein
four statebuses, they said.
The health department
conductedmedicalcheck-
up of each student before
they boarded the buses at
Rangpo. They were stu-
dentsofschoolsandhigher
education institutes. PTI

LADAKH
Two new
cases, active
ones at four
Leh: Two persons tested
positiveforthenovelcoro-
navirus in Ladakh on
Saturday, taking thenum-
ber of confirmed cases in
the Union territory to 20,
an official said. The num-
ber of active COVID-19
cases in Ladakh are four
andallof themarestable. .
PTI

CORONA
WATCH

Acouplegetsmarried
amidthelockdown,
inJodhpuron
Saturday.PTI

ENS&AGENCIES
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

SOMESTATEShave their fingers
onthepausebuttonwhileothers
have given a go-ahead to the
Centre’s decision to partially let
shopsinneighbourhoodsandres-
identialareasopenfromSaturday
acrossthecountry.
Gujarat, Kerala, Delhi and

Odisha said on Saturday that
shops can open in accordance
withtheCentre’sguidelineswhile
Punjab, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana main-
tained status quo. In Rajasthan,
Haryana andMadhya Pradesh
confusionprevailedonSaturday
morningoverlackofclarityinthe
order, forcing some traders to
downshuttersinajiffyafteropen-
ingshopsinthemorning.
Late on Friday, the Union

HomeMinistry said standalone
retail shops inurbanareas could
start operationswith50percent
staff strength, appropriate social
distancing and adherence of
wearingmasksandglovesduring
work but prohibited shops in
marketplaces,mallsandCOVID-
19 hotspots and containment
zonesfromopeningtillMay3.
Maharashtra,which contin-

uestoreportthehighestnumber
of COVID-19deaths in the coun-
tryat323,refusedtoeasethelock-
down. State Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said the lockdown
guidelineswillremainunchanged
inMaharashtra till May 3. The
state is likely to extend the lock-
down inMumbai and Pune to
May15fromMay3whenthesec-
ondphaseof lockdownends.
Punjab, with 220 active

COVID-19patients, has decided
nottoallowretailerstoresumeop-
erations. The cabinetwill decide
onMay30, said chiefminister’s
mediaadvisorRaveenThukral.

After initial reluctance, the
Delhigovernmentintheevening
allowed neighbourhood shops,
stand-alone shopsand shops in-
side residential complexes
toopen.
The decisionwill not cover

liquor shops or barber shops.
However, through theday, some
shops opened their doors, and
marketassociationsaskedmem-
berstonotrushin.
Keralasaid itwouldgobythe

latest guidelines of the Centre.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said,accordingtorelaxationsan-
nouncedby theHomeMinistry,
all shops registered as per the
ShopsandEstablishmentActout-
side the limits ofmunicipalities
andmunicipal corporations can
open.Within themunicipalities,
standaloneshopscanopen.
As Kerala has urbanised vil-

lages, the Chief Minister said
shops outside thehotspots have
tobeallowedtofunction.
However, all shops would

have tobe cleanedanddisinfec-
tedbeforeopeningforthepublic.
Atpresent,mobileshops,medical

shops,bakeries,takeawaysinclud-
inghomedeliveryfromhotelsand
vegetable kiosks are allowed to
function,barringthoseinhotspots
andcontainmentzones.
Along with shops, Gujarat

governmenthasallowedsoftware
and IT companies to start opera-
tions from Sundaywith 50 per
cent staff capacity. The govern-
ment has declared 127 cluster
containmentzonesin20districts
of Gujarat, of which 22 are in
Ahmedabadand16eachinSurat
and Narmada. Confusion pre-
vailed among traders across
Rajasthan,Madhya Pradesh and
Haryana following the Centre’s
decision to allow some shops to
openwithmandatory precau-
tions.
In parts of Haryana, traders

rushed toopen their shops after
the UnionHomeMinistry’s in-
structionswentviralonsocialme-
dia. Traders in Hisar thronged
marketplacesonSaturdaymorn-
ing. But thepolice stopped them
since therewereno instructions
fromthestategovernment.
Intheevening,ChiefMinister

ManoharLalKhattarsaiddetailed
instructions on shops that can
openwill be sent to districts. He
said shopswill begin to open in
HaryanafromSundayonwards.
MadhyaPradeshonSaturday

announcedthatshopssellinges-
sential commodities canopen in
districtsotherthanIndore,Bhopal,
Ujjain, Khargone, Jabalpur and
Dharthathaveseenlargenumber
of COVID-19 infections. Crisis
managementgroupsineverydis-
trictwilldecideontheshopsthat
can open, said Chief Minister
ShivrajSinghChouhan.
ThoughtheUttarPradeshgov-

ernmentisyettodecideonallow-
ingretailshops,LucknowDistrict
MagistrateAbhishekPrakashor-
deredthatshopsinthedistrictwill
remainshut.
Uttarakhandallowedshopsin

theninehilldistrictsfallinginthe
green zone to openandordered
statusquointheintheremaining
four districts of Dehradun,
Haridwar, Nainital andUdham
SinghNagar. InOdisha, authori-
tiesallowedstrandedlabourersto
travelwithinthestateforwork.

Outonerrands:Crossingabarricade in locked-downLucknowonSaturday.Vishal Srivastava

TEST
REP RTS
FROMTHE

FIELD
TRACKINGTHEVIRUS,

LOCKDOWN

SREENIVASJANYALA
HYDERABADAPRIL25

THREEASYMPTOMATICmem-
bers of a family in Andhra
Pradesh’sSrikakulamtestedpos-
itiveforthecoronavirusSaturday,
but their relativewhowas sus-
pected to be the source is nega-
tive-leavingofficialsbaffled.
Thesuspectedsource,anem-

ployee of Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, returnedonMarch
17onatrainwithTablighiJamaat
memberswhowere part of the
Delhicongregation,officialssaid.
“Hewasadvisedhomequar-

antine. On April 22, he himself
came for a test. Hewas positive
when testedwith a TrueNat kit,

butnegativewhen testedwith a
RT-PCRkit,’’ SrikakulamDistrict
CollectorJNivassaid.
The Patapatnam resident’s

swab sampleshavebeen sent to
Kakinada for a second round of
tests. On Saturday, his father-in-
law,mother-in-lawandsister-in-
law testedpositive. The28-year-
old man’s wife and
eight-month-old daughter are
negative.Officialshavesenttheir
swabsforasecondroundof test-
ing.AccordingtoDistrictCollector
Nivas,themanappearstohavevi-
olatedquarantineandfreelymin-
gled with his in-laws and
neighbours.
Meanwhile, COVID-19 cases

inAndhraPradeshtouched1,016
onSaturdaywith61newcases.

e-TENDER:
Govt. of West Bengal

Executive Engineer, Nadia Highway Divn. No.- II, P.W. (Rds) Dte.,
Kalyani, Nadia invites e-tender for repairing of road works through
N.I.T NO.- 01 of 2020-21 of EE/NHD-II, P.W. (Roads) Dte.
Tender ID: 2020_WBPWD_282137_1
Bid Submission end date & time: 09.05.2020 upto 12.00 hrs.
Details can be obtained from website- wbtenders.gov.in Sd/-

(P.K. BAGCHI)
Executive Engineer, Nadia Highway Divn. No.-II

P.W. (Rds) Directt.

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.
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GUJARAT’S HIGH fatality rate
could be due to the significant
presenceofLstrainofCoronavirus
overtheSstrain,saidDrAtulPatel,
infectiousdiseasespecialistatthe
Sterlinghospital,which is oneof
the three private hospitals in
Gujarat designated to treat
COVID-19patients.
In Kerala themortality rate

was lowbecausemostof thepa-
tientscamefromDubaiwhichhas
themilder S strain, saidPatel, re-
plyingtoaquestiononthehighfa-
tality rate in Gujarat. He was

speaking at amedia interaction
presided over by chiefminister
Vijay Rupani and deputy chief
ministerNitinPatelonSaturday.
“Iwas talking to themedical

advisortotheKeralagovernment
whosaidthatmostofthepatients
came fromDubai. There are two
distinctstrainsofthecoronavirus
—LandS—ofwhich,Listheorig-
inalWuhanstrainwhich ismore
pathogenicandleadstoamorese-
verediseaseandearlydeath.After
Wuhan, therewas amutationof
theLstrain,whichconvertedtoS
strain,which ismilder.”
The first three patients in

KeraladiscoveredinJanuarywere
studentsfromWuhan.

Kerala, said Patel, hasmore
cases of the S strain,while the L
strainwasmorecommoninItaly
andFrance,causingrapiddeath.
Sofar,threestrainsofthecoro-

navirus have been detected in
India— the strains fromChina,
Europeand theUS.According to
DrRRGangakhedkar,theheadof
epidemiologyandinfectiousdis-
eases at ICMR, there areminor
variationsinthestrains.Lastweek,
DrGangakhedkarhadsaid: “The
firstcaseswerefromWuhan and
these are similar to the Chinese
strain...thencamecasesfromItaly
andIran.For Iran, therearesome
fragmentsinthegenomethatre-
sembletheChinesestrain.Incase

of ItalyandtheUS, thereisalittle
bit in the genome fromdifferent
countriesbecausepeopletravela
lot.Theimportantquestionforus
iswhichisthepredominantvari-
ety...” he said. Patel also blamed
themortalityrateonthemultiple
comorbidities inGujarat.
Gujarat, said Chief Minister

VijayRupani,was readying itself
basedon thedoubling rate. “The
entireworld is discussing dou-
bling rate.Weshould also calcu-
late based on the doubling rate,
andour readiness... shouldbe to
prepare for projection till endof
May...”saidRupani.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

‘Gujarat’s high death rate could be due
to presence of corona strain from Wuhan’

Thiscomesatatime
whenserological tests,
orrapidantibodytests,
havebeensuspended
across thecountry
followingcomplaints
of varying levelsof
accuracy
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Checking Money Laundering

38 ENTITIES CANCOLLECTAADHAAR

New Delhi: The Finance Ministry has allowed 29 insurance companies
and 9 securities entities to collect Aadhaar for the purpose of know
your customer (KYC), a move aimed at checking money laundering
and routing investments into shell companies. PTI

RISES`50KCR IN14DAYS—`1.36LAKHCRSINCEEARLYMAR

SANDEEPSINGH,
GEORGEMATHEW&
HARISHDAMODARAN
NEWDELHI/MUMBAI,APRIL25

EVENASPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi and RBI Governor
ShaktikantaDasurgedpeople to
usedigital payment tools during
theCOVID-19outbreak, the first
fortnightof the lockdownseems
tohavepushedthecountrymore
towardsacash-driveneconomy.
Theshareofmoneyheldinthe

formofcurrency,bothbythepub-
licandascashwithbanks,hashit
thehighestlevelsince2007-08.
The increase is being attrib-

utedtoweakcredit-cum-deposit
creation by banks in a slowing
economy aswell as the public’s
greater desire to remain liquid
amid the lockdown and the
looming economic distress. The
totalcurrencyincirculation(CIC)
—theoutstandingvalueof notes
and coins issuedby theReserve
Bankof India (RBI)—stoodatRs
25.06lakhcroreasonApril17.
Notonlywasthis14.5percent

higher than a year ago, but also
39.4 per centmore than the Rs
17.97lakhcrorelevelofNovember
4,2016(justpriortodemonetisa-
tion) and 2.8 times the Rs 8.98

lakh crore low recorded on
January6,2017.
Banking sources say that as

the PrimeMinister announced
the three-week lockdown on
March24,thatcurbedoperations
of e-commerceplatforms, there
were cash withdrawals as the
neighbourhoodmomand pop
storesturnedouttobemostreli-
ablefordailygroceryneeds.Many
arewithdrawingcashfromATMs
andkeeping itas reserve forper-
sonalneeds,bankerssaid.
Restrictionsontravelandpub-

licgatherings,alreadyimposedin

many places before the nation-
wide lockdown fromMarch 25,
appears tohave ledtopeopleac-
cumulating cash and making
more thannormalwithdrawals
from banks/ATMs as a precau-
tionarymeasure.
Sources said even grocery

store owners prefer cash saying
theyneedtopaytheirvendorsin
cash.“Whiletheretailer isasking
forcashtobepaidtothedistribu-
tor, thedistributorwants cash to
pay to suppliers. At the ground
level, it’smostly a casheconomy
inthelockdown,”saidabanker.

EveninMarch,asCOVIDcon-
cernsgrew,cashwithdrawalswit-
nessedasharpsurge.
Cashwith public jumpedby

Rs 52,541 crore during the fort-
night endingMarch13,wentup
byanotherRs33,539croreinthe
14-day period endedMarch 27
and another Rs 49,554 crore by
April10. Intotal,cashwithpublic
jumpedbyRs1.35lakhcroresince
March.
Currencywiththepublicisar-

rivedatafterdeductingcashwith
banks fromtotal currency in cir-
culation. Currency in circulation
refers to cashor currencywithin
a country that is physically used
toconducttransactionsbetween
consumersandbusinesses.
Cash in the systemhas been

steadily rising even though the
government and theRBI pushed
for a “less cash society”, digitisa-
tionofpaymentsandslappedre-
strictions on the use of cash on
varioustransactions.
RBIdatashowsthattherisein

JanuaryandFebruaryamounted
toRs39,436croreandRs36,844
crorerespectively.
In fact, over the last 12-

months,thecurrencywithpublic
hasrisenbyRs305694crore.This
makes it an averagemonthly in-
creaseofRs25,474crore.

BRIEFLY

HDFCbuys
6.43%stakein
RelianceCapital
Mumbai: Mortgage firm
HDFConSaturdayacquired
6.43per cent stake indebt-
trappedRelianceCapital by
invoking pledged shares.
Theseshareswereacquired
pursuant to invocation of
pledgebysecuritytrusteeon
behalf of the corporation,
whichwaspledgedagainst
aloangivenbythelenderin
its normal course of busi-
ness,HDFCsaid inaregula-
toryfiling. ENS

ICICIPruLife
Q4netincome
slips31%
Mumbai: ICICI Prudential
LifeonSaturdaysaidastag-
geringRs18,898 crore loss
onitsinvestmentsandaro-
bust growth in the cash-
burning protection policy
saleshaveledtoanover31
per cent dip in net income
for theMarchquarteratRs
179.5crore. PTI

Boeingpullsout
of$4.2-billion
Embraerdeal
Sao Paulo/Paris: Boeing Co
onSaturdaypulledoutofa
$4.2 billiondeal tobuy the
commercial jetsdivisionof
Brazil’s Embraer, unravel-
ing years of work on a
transformative move
drivenby expanding com-
petition with Europe’s
Airbus. The deal’s collapse
is expected to trigger a le-
galbattleashopesforanal-
liance spanning fromregi-
onal to jumbo jetsdissolve
into behind-the-scenes
bickering. REUTERS

Cash still a vital
component of
distribution chain

ONTHEground,cashcontinues toremainking,
notwithstandingthegovernment’sappeal to thepeople to
utilisedigitalpayment toolsduringthecoronavirus-
induced lockdown.
Somuchsothatevenretailersaswellasgrocerystore

ownersprefercash fromcustomersas theyneedtopay
theirvendors incashaswell.Retailerswantcash for
payingthedistributors,whiledistributorswantcashto
paytheir suppliers.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
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ASMANYas328companies, in-
cluding somewell-known in-
dustrial firms, have sought
moratoriumonloanrepayment
from their lenders tillMay-end,
ratingagency ICRAhassaid.
Tata Power Renewable

Energy Ltd, JSW Paints Pvt Ltd,
JSW Steel, Kalyan Jewellers,
MRPL, Piramal Enterprises, TV
Sundaram Iyengar, Centrum
Financial Services Ltd, Air India
Express, GMR Hyderabad
AviationSEZ,HindustanCopper
Ltd,JindalPower,andJindalSteel
&Powerareamong thecompa-
niesthatsoughtmoratoriumon
loanrepayment, ICRAsaid.
On March 27, the Reserve

Bankof India saidbanksarebe-
ing permitted to allow amora-

toriumof threemonthsonpay-
ment of instalments in respect
of all term loans andcredit card

duesoutstandingasofMarch1.
“The document lists down

the entities ratedby ICRA ... and
where the approval from the
lending institutions was re-
ceived either after the original
duedateor is still pending tobe
received,”theratingagencysaid.
It said missed payment by

theseentities,eveninthecaseof
pending formal approval from
the lending institutions prior to
theoriginalduedate, isnotcon-
sideredan instanceof default.
“Non-recognition of default

in thesecases is asper theguid-
anceprovidedbytheSebicircu-
lar,” it added.
However,fortheentitiesthat

areyettoreceiveanapprovalfor
the moratorium from their
lenders, if the same is not re-
ceivedinduecourse,ICRAwould
review its stance on default
recognition,theratingfirmsaid.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
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MORETROUBLEhascomeupfor
investorsinFranklinTempleton’s
fund of funds (FoF) schemes,
which invest in other mutual
fundschemes.
As many as six of the fund

house’s FoF schemes have lost
up to25percent in theirnetas-
set values (NAVs). These FoFs
have exposure to the Franklin
Templeton’s six credit schemes
which are beingwound up due
heavyredemptionpressure.
Franklin Life Stage FoF 50s

Plus has witnessed a 25.2 per
cent decline in NAV. Franklin
Multi-Asset Solution FundNAV
declinedby22percent. “It is re-
ally unfortunate that investors
are suffering huge losses at a
timewhenthecountryhasbeen
hit by the coronavirus pan-
demic,” saidan investor.
The six schemes that the

fund house had shut down on
ThursdayareFranklinIndiaLow
Duration Fund, Franklin India
DynamicAccrualFund,Franklin
India Credit Risk Fund, Franklin
India Short Term Income Plan,
Franklin India Ultra Short Bond
FundandFranklin India Income
OpportunitiesFund.

Net asset values
of Franklin
Templeton’s
FoF schemes
fall by up to 25%

Brussels: EU countrieswill soon
be able to grant subordinated
debt to prop up virus-hit
economies, people in the know
saidonSaturday,asstateaidreg-
ulators once again loosened
rules tomake it easier for com-
paniesget state support.
TheEuropeanCommissionis

nowwaiting for feedback from
the 27 EU countries on the pro-
posal which came after several
member states asked for such a
measure, thepeople said.
Subordinated debt ranks

lower than senior debt in the
event a bankrupt company has
topaydebtholders. REUTERS

‘EU nations to
get nod to give
subordinated
debt to firms’

ABHAGORADIA
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QUANTIFYING THE impact of
COVID-19onIndianeconomyun-
derdifferentscenarios,astudyby
researchersatIITBombayhasas-
sessed that at anaggregate level,
thelostincometomarginalwork-
ers is0.41percentof theGDPfor
thethreeweeksof lockdownun-
tilApril14.Theimpactsoarsto1.18
per cent of GDP if the lockdown
remainsinplaceuntilMay-end.
“ForanIndianeconomyofthe

sizeofRs.140.78lakhcrore(2018-
19estimates), the lost income to
marginal workers is nearly Rs
58,000 crore (0.41 per cent of
GDP) for three weeks of lock-
down. The impact soars to Rs
1,65,000 crore (1.18 per cent of

GDP)iflockdownpersistsfortwo
months,” professors Haripriya
GundimedaandVinishKatharina
havecalculatedintheirstudy.
Thedirecteconomicimpactof

COVID-19 has been assessed at
threedifferentlevels:onlostwork
opportunities for casual labour-
ers,andalsothosewhowereget-
ting benefit under employment
guarantee programme; liveli-
hoods impacteddue to reduced
consumption of somekey serv-
icessuchasentertainment,eating
out etc; and lastly, stallingof ac-
tivityinformaleconomicsector.
“The estimates suggestwide

variation in thevaluesacross the
districts and states depending
upon their dependenceon these
services and the structure of the
stateeconomy.However,atanag-
gregate level, for an Indianecon-

omyof the size of Rs140.78 lakh
crore(2018-19estimates),thelost
income tomarginalworkers is
nearlyRs1,16,160 crore (0.83per
centofGDP)for42weeksoflock-
down.Notunexpectedly,themost
impactistothemarginalworkers
fromUttar Pradesh, Telangana,
Bihar,West Bengal, andMadhya
Pradesh, forming the top five
states,astheyforgonearly45per
centof thistotal income,”itsaid.
It added, “The corresponding

figures for lost consumption ex-
penditure are Rs 2,21,084 crore
(0.79 per cent) for 42 days.
Maharashtra,UttarPradesh,West
Bengal, TamilNadu, andAndhra
Pradesharethetopfivestatesaf-
fected by this, again forming
nearly 45per cent of the lost ex-
penditure. Regarding lost GSDP
due to lockdown, the figures are

Rs1,18,756crore(8.43percent)of
GDPfor42dayslockdown.Asex-
pected,Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and
Karnataka suffer most with a
nearly47percenthit isGSDP.”
However, these estimates re-

flectonlythedirectimpactonthe
economicsector,thesocialsector,
andthehouseholdconsumption
sectorbutnottheaftermathofthe
pandemic–thefinancialanguish,
bankruptcies, and increasedun-
employment,saidGundimeda.
The study is part of a bigger

study‘COMMAND:Collaboration
for Multi-Model Analysis of
InfectiousDiseases’,involvingsev-
eral researchers at IITBombay in
collaborationwithHRDMinistry,
withsupportfromresearchersin
IITGandhinagar,ICMRandVisva-
BharatiUniversity.

■TataPowerRenewable
EnergyLtd,JSWPaints
PvtLtd,JSWSteel,
KalyanJewellers,MRPL,
PiramalEnterprises,TV
SundaramIyengar,
CentrumFinancial
ServicesLtd,AirIndia
Express,GMR
HyderabadAviationSEZ,
HindustanCopperLtd,
JindalPower,andJindal
Steel&Powerareamong
thecompaniesthat
soughtmoratorium

SEVERALMAJOR
NAMES

Lost income to marginal workers is 0.41% of GDP
for first 3 weeks of lockdown: Study on virus impact

Cash-starved builders are sitting on ready-to-move-in
housingunitsworth about `65,950 crore across seven cities

‘Builders should offer
discounts to sell units
worth `65,950 crore’

78,000:
Number of unsold ready-to-
move-in flats at the end of
March quarter across seven
cities

12%:
Share of unsold ready-to-move-
in units within total unsold

stocks of over 6.44 lakh units

88%:
Percentage of units that are
under construction

7.15-7.8%:
Current interest rate range on
home loans

UNSOLDSTOCKANDITSWORTHINEACHOF
THESEVENCITIES:

MUMBAIMETROPOLITAN
REGION(MMR):
19,200unitsworthRs26,150cr

PUNE:
16,000unitsworthRs11,400
crore

DELHI-NCR:
15,600unitsworthRs10,720cr

BENGALURU:
10,100unitsworthRs7,150crore

CHENNAI:
9,400unitsworthRs5,800crore

KOLKATA:
5,300unitsworthRs2,860crore

HYDERABAD:
2,400unitsworthRs1,870crore

DEVELOPERSNEEDINGLIQUIDITY
MAYLOOKTOSELL:
Amidtheongoingcoronaviruspandemic,

organiseddeveloperswithstrongbalance
sheetsarelessapttoofferdiscounts,butthose
whichneedliquidityurgentlywillneedto

considertheiroptions.Thesewouldinclude
discountedpricesandotherincentives

Source:Anarock/PTI

E-REGISTRATIONFORPROPERTYDOCUMENTS:

Somestatesarenowmullingintroductionofe-registrationofproperty
documents,whichisnecessarysincephysicalsitevisitsareunlikelytopickup

THEIMFchiefhascalledtheeco-
nomic fallout of the coronapan-
demicworse than the global fi-
nancial crisis andas “humanity’s
darkest hour”. PrimeMinister
NarendraModihasrightlycalled
thisisawar(yudha)againstcoro-
navirus,implementinglockdown
andcontainmentmeasureshithe-
rtounimaginableforalargedem-
ocracy like ours. The samewar-
like approach is needed in
managingandcontainingtheeco-
nomicfallout.TheIMFforecastthe
country’sGDPgrowthtogodown
below2percentinFY21,Barclays
haveprojectedzerogrowth.There
isconsensusthatthefirstquarter
of the year will see negative
growth. Some researchers point
out that if the lockdownextends
further,thecountrywillseeaneg-
ativeGDPgrowth inthe fullyear.
ExportsinMarchhaveloweredby
35percent.Whiletheequitymar-
ket is holding on in the last few
sessions, the drop thus far be-
tweenJanuarybeginningtoend-
Marchhasalsobeen35percent.

Are thereanywarning
signals?
On April 23, Franklin

TempletonMutual Fund had to
shutsixofitsfunds.Thishasnever
happenedinIndiainthepast.The
investors’money stuck in these
funds is aroundRs25,000 crore,
withnoclarityonwhenandhow
muchwouldtheygetback.Alarge
US-based fund lost close to one
fourthof itsassetsinIndia.
Theproblemisunlikelytore-

mainconfinedtoonemutualfund
andtherearealreadyindications
that othermutual funds are fac-
ing huge redemption requests.
While these funds have invest-
ment grade securities in their
portfolio,themarketforsuchdebt
has completely dried up. Even
priortothis,therewerestrongsig-
nals from thedebtmarket right
sincethebeginningofApril.
In theweek ending April 9,

state development loans of Rs
37,500 crorewhichwereput for
auctionhadtobeeithercancelled
orreducedinsize—andthattooat
ayieldalmost70-75basispoints
higher than the previousweek.

Thiswasinspiteoftheratecutby
75bpsbytheRBIandinjectionof
liquidityinthepreviousweek.
Evenhighest ratedPSUbond

issues faced a grippingproblem.
REChadtowithdrawoneofitsis-
sues andNABARDcould not get
the full amount it had sought.
‘AAA’ ratedprivate sector issuers
met similar fate and lower rated
(investmentgrade)wouldn’teven
considerenteringthemarket.RBI
cameoutwitha secondpackage
onApril 17,where50per cent of
the Rs 50,000 crore was ear-
marked for smaller NBFCs and
MFIs.But,nobankiswillingtoen-
tertain this. In the first suchauc-
tionmadebyRBI onApril 23 for
Rs 25,000 crore, only half the
amountwassubscribed.Another
booster shot fromRBI bywayof
refinancethroughNABARD,NHB
andSIDBIisyettotakeoff.
The liquidity releasedby the

RBIisjustnotreachingthedesired
beneficiaries.Bankshaveinstead
parkedhugeamountwiththeRBI
under reverse repo. Insurance
companiesare, reportedly,outof
thebondmarketrightnow.Today,
noHFC isgettinganyrepayment
fromhome loanbuyers, no SME
is able to service its NBFC loans
andnoMFIcanhopetogetanyre-
payment from its low-income
borrowers.Banksarereluctantto
lend and refusing to apply the
moratoriumfacilitytothem.Part
ofthereasoncouldbethebankers’
worryaboutpunitiveactioneven
if honestmistakes aremade. But
the problemof themutual fund
industrycanswiftlymigratetothe
entire financial services industry
andmightthensoonspreadtothe
realeconomy.
TheAll IndiaManufacturers’

Organisationpredictstheclosure
of 25 per cent of MSMEs if the
lockdown is extended.Microfi-
nanceclientsmaynothaveaplace
togofor freshsupportwhenever
thelockdownisliftedandsimilar

willbethefateofhomeloanbuy-
ers. According to aMcKinsey re-
port, in case of a 25per cent de-
faultbytheMSMEs, therewillbe
solvency issues for the entire fi-
nancialsystem.

Talking solutions
Havingrightlyfocusedoncon-

taining the spread andon social
protection so far, there isnowan
urgentneedtofocusoneconomic
revivalandjobprotection.Unclog-
ging the financialmarkets is the
first step towards economic re-
vival.RBIhastoensurethattheTL-
TROmoneyactually reaches the
deservingNBFCs,HFCs,MFIsand
MSMEs.Thereshouldbewillingn-
esstoenhancethetargetedamo-
unt as andwhen needed. This
could be throughmore clear di-
rections andmonitoring, credit
enhancementtocoverfirstlossor
creditguarantee,issueoftax-free
bonds, providing equity to
stressedMSMEsthroughaspecial
fundoraSPV,andlastly,directcor-
poratebondbuyingprogramme
by theRBI. Someof thesemeas-
ureshavebeentriedinthepastin
lesstestingtimes.
While these steps may be

drastic,itisadvisabletotakethem
up sooner rather than later. Else
thepainwillaggravateanditwill
ultimatelybecomemoreexpen-
sive for the country. Obviously,
theremaybehonestmistakes in
the process. Tolerance for such
mistakeshastobehighinasitua-
tion like this, and this has to be
properly communicated to the
bankersandcivilservants.
The economic revival post-

COVIDalsorequiresactivecoordi-
nationbetweengovernmentand
theregulators.SebiandIrdaialso
havetoplaytheirpartinensuring
normal functioningof the indus-
triestheyregulate.Theywillhave
to re-look at some their ‘peace
time’rulesandregulations.There
are instances in the last few
monthswhere better coordina-
tionwouldhaveresultedinmore
efficient outcomes. Coordinated
action is theneed in the current,
war-likesituation.Thepandemic
hasexponentialcharacteristics—
eveninitseconomicfallout.Linear
solutions to dealwith itwill not
succeed.Wehave to be nimble,
take calculated riskswithnewer
approaches, and should be pre-
paredtoreviewandredesignour
stepsasthingsunfold.

Theauthoristheformer
ChairmanofSecuritiesand
ExchangeBoardofIndia

SPECIALTOEXPRESS
UKSINHA

‘Mutual fund problem can swiftly
migrate to financial services,
then spread soon to real economy’

Theeconomic revival
post-COVIDalso
requires active
coordinationbetween
government and the
regulators. Sebi and
Irdai also have toplay
their part in ensuring
normal functioning of
the industries they
regulate.”

Weakcredit pushescash inhand
tohighest level since2007-08

Basedontheseaccountstate-
ments, Yes Bank alleged diver-
sionof loan fundsbyMalvern to
otherCox&KingsGroupentities
“leading to a complete destruc-
tion of enterprise value of
Malvern”.
“As a former auditor of

MalvernTravel,weareboundby
commercial confidentiality and
socan’tcommentonanyallega-
tions made about the former
management,” said the official
spokespersonofBDO.
AnemailtoRBSinUKdidnot

elicitanyresponse.
RecordsshowthatRaffingers

UKLLP, an audit firm, has filed a
criminal complaint before the
NationalCrimeAgencyintheUK

against Prometheon Enterprise
Ltd(UK),asubsidiaryofCoxand
KingsGroupforforgingthestate-
mentofaccountsofPrometheon
for financialyear2019.
Raffingers has said it has not

signedanystatementofaccounts
of Prometheon for FY2019, as it
was not able to complete its au-
dit. Significantly, records of the
resolution professional show
that the forged statement of ac-
counts of Prometheonwas al-
legedlysenttothestatutoryaudi-
tors of Cox & Kings in India, for
consolidation, from a “fictitious
domain name and email id of
Raffingers”.
InMarch, theresolutionpro-

fessional informed theMinistry

of Corporate Affairs (MCA) that
due to the alleged forgery by
Prometheon, the consolidated
accounts of Cox and Kings Ltd
signedbyitschieffinancialofficer
and company secretary are in-
correct.TheRPhasalsoreported
itasafraudtotheMCA.YesBank
has an exposure of 157million
pounds(aboutRs1,460crore)to
Prometheon, that has defaulted
in its payment obligation since
June2019.
Cox and Kings was sent to

bankruptcyandinsolvencycourt
in India in October 2019 after it
defaulted on payments. The
travelandtourcompanyowesRs
5,500 crore to banks and finan-
cial institutions.Banksthathave

an exposure to the firm include
Axis Bank, State Bank of India,
Indusind,AbuDhabiCommercial
Bank, KotakMahindra among
others.
Detailed emails to Cox and

Kings,AjayAjit PeterKerkar, the
formerpromoterofthecompany
and Yes Bank remained unan-
swered.
YesBankhasalsoallegedthat

CoxandKingsFinancialServices
Ltd, allegedly submitted a “ma-
nipulated” debtor statement
withthebanktoavailofahigher
workingcapitalfacilityofRs400
croreand“siphoned”the loan.
Thebankhasalsoallegedthat

Cox & Kings has allegedlymis-
used Rs 4,387 crore , it got from

the sale of its profitable educa-
tion firm, Holidaybreak
Education Ltd in January 2019.
According to the records “be-
tween February 2019 to July
2019,Cox&Kingshassharedfive
different versions about theuti-
lization of the sale proceeds”
with its lenders.
Last month, Ajay Ajit Peter

Kerkarwassummonedforques-
tioning by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED), in connection
withthemoneylaunderingcase
againstRanaKapoor.
Kapoor, currently lodged in

jail,isaccusedoftakingkickbacks
inlieuofgrantingloanstoseveral
companies that have now de-
faultedonrepayments.

FROMPAGEONE
Foreign subsidiaries fudged audit reports, bank records: probe

PARTOFBIGGERSTUDYBYIITBOMBAYRESEARCHERS,INCOLLABORATIONWITHHRDMINISTRY 328 companies seek moratorium on
loan repayment from lenders: ICRA

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL25

THEFEDERALCommunications
Commission(FCC)onFridaysaid
itmay shut down theU.S. oper-
ations of three state-controlled
Chinese telecommunications
companies,citingnationalsecu-
rity risks.
The FCC issued so-called

show cause orders to China
Telecom Americas, China
Unicom Americas, Pacific
Networks Corp and its wholly
owned subsidiary ComNet
(USA)LLC,directingthemtoex-
plainwhyit shouldnotstart the

process of revoking authoriza-
tions enabling their U.S. opera-
tions.
The FCC's action represents

the latest sign of President
DonaldTrump's administration
takingahard line towardChina.
"Wesimplycannottakearisk

and hope for the best when it
comestothesecurityofournet-
works," FCC Chairman Ajit Pai
said inastatement.
TheFCCgranteditsapprovals

to the firmsmore thanadecade
ago. Since then, it said, "the na-
tional securityand lawenforce-
mentriskslinkedtotheChinese
government's activities have
grownsignificantly."

FCC may halt US ops of 3
state-controlled Chinese
telecom companies
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VISHNUVARMA

What he ate on April 21

7.30am:Acupof black tea
9 am: A bowl of rice porridge with
chana/moongdal
1pm:Ricewith sambar,beans
4pm:Acupof black teawith twobiscuits
7pm:Ricewith sambarandvegetables (al-
lowedasecondhelping)
Thakur admits that while he’s tired of

havingthesamerice-sambarmealforlunch
and dinner every day, he says he is not in a
positiontocomplain.“If thegovernmentdid
not give us this food,workers like
us would have starved to death.
WhenthelockdownendsandIre-
turn home, I can buy and eat any-
thingwith themoney I earn.Right
now,Ihaveverylittlemoneyandso
I adjust. Also, look at Delhi. Both

PrimeMinister Modi and Chief Minister
ArvindKejriwalarethereandstillpeopleare
goinghungry.HereinKerala,authoritiesare
making sure no one goes hungry,” says the
fatheroftwo,adding,“Onfestivals,themenu
changes.” OnVishu (April 14), theworkers
weretreatedtoavegetarianfeast(sadya)and
onEaster, theygotchickenbiryani.

Whoprepares the food
Thefoodispreparedattheschoolkitchen

bymembers of Kudumbashree, the Kerala
government’swomen self-help group that
runsseveralcommunitykitchensinthestate.
Forprocurementofingredientsforthemeals,
fundsaretransferredbythestategovernment

to local bodies (in this case, the
KochiCorporation),whichthenpay
theKudumbashree units on aper-
platebasis.
“Apart from the people here,

wecookfoodfor twoothercamps
atthiskitchen.About150kgofrice

iscookedeverydayandwefeednearly400
people. So far there have been no compla-
ints.Onsomedays,themealsarealsospon-
sored by private individuals,” says Shibu P
Chacko,presidentof theschool’sPTAunit.

Favourite food
CHICKEN/FISHCURRY
“FromthetimeIarrivedinKerala, Ihave

beenhookedtonon-vegetarianfood.It’sim-
possible to live here without eating non-
veg,”helaughs.“Earlier, Iwouldcookfishor
chicken at least twice a week. I struggled
withmaking rotis, so Imostly had rice, dal
andchickencurry.I lovethethick,redKerala
matta rice. It goes verywellwith fish...,” he
says,addingthathealsomissesthefishand
muttoncurry thathiswifecooks.

FIRSTDISHHEWILLHAVEON
REACHINGHOME
All traditional Maithil dishes that his

wifecooks.

KOCHI, KERALA

‘State ensuring no one goes hungry,
but long for wife’s Maithil dishes’
PintuKumarThakur,36,migrantworker fromMadhubani,Bihar
Shelter:GovernmentGirlsHigherSecondarySchool,Ernakulam,Kochi
Hehasbeenworking inKerala for thepast16years inthewoodfurniturepolishing
business.Hestayedonrent inKochiwithsevenotherpeople, includinghisbrother
MukeshKumarThakur,24.SinceMarch25,Thakur,alongwith145otherworkersand
destitutepeople,hasbeenstayingat theschool, converted intoacamp

PULWAMA, J&K

‘I’m in Kashmir most
of the year, I love the
mutton curry here. I
miss it these days’

SheikhImamHussain,43,migrant
workerfromSiwan,Bihar
Shelter: GovernmentHighSecondary
School,Kakapora
Atruckmechanic inKakaporain

SouthKashmir’sPulwamadistrict,
Hussainhasbeeninthecampwith
364otherssinceApril3.Hehasbeenin
Kashmirforthepast15years

ADILAKHZER

What he ate on
April 22

8 am: A cup of tea,
twobiscuits
11.30 am: Rice and
soyachunkscurry
4pm:Acupofteaand
biscuits
8 pm: Chicken curry
with rice
“Ispendmostofmy

timeontheschoolgro-
unds.WhenIwaswor-
king,Iwouldhavelun-
ch at restaurants but

always cookdinner. Today, at the shelter,
someofuscookedthedinner.Webought
chickenandmadecurry,”hesays.

Whoprepares the food
Theresidentscooktheirownfoodwith

ingredientsprovidedbythedistrictadmin-
istration.Hussainsharesaclassroomwith
12otherpeopleandtheytaketurnstocook.
“Weprovidemilk,vegetables,rice,oil,and
other ingredients required to prepare
meals. Theworkers cook on their own
stoves,” says tehsildar Raqib AhGanaie,
whoisinchargeof thecamp.

Favourite food
CHICKENCURRY,CABBAGE-TOMATO
SABZI
“I love trying out different foods and,

earlier, Iwouldspenda lotoneatingout. I
nevercompromisedonit.Mywifecallsme
often and asksme if I have been eating
properly. I tell her I amsatisfiedwith the
foodthatIgetatthecamp,”saysHussain.

FIRSTDISHHEWILLHAVEON
REACHINGHOME
Muttoncurry.“Bahuttimehogayamut-

tonkhayehue (Ithasbeenlongsince Ihad
mutton).Atmyaccommodation inKaka-
pora,weoftenhadmutton curry. I spend
11monthsinKashmirandonemonthwith
myfamilyinBihar.Ienjoythecurrythatis
madehere,”hesays.

PALLAVISINGHAL

What he ate on
April 22

6.30am:Acupof tea
Noon:Dal-rice
6.30 pm: Roti and aaloo-
tamatarkirasvaali subzi (potato
curry)
“InUna,Iwouldeatroti-sabzileft

overfromnightwithteaforbreak-
fast,andleaveforworkby9am.But
here (at the shelter), I have towait
tillnoonforfood.Thereisnotmuch
to do and I get very hungry,” says
Naushad. “We can have asmany
helpings as we want, but I take
everythingatonceand thensit on
mybedandeat. Thegapbetween
lunchanddinnerisalot,andsoIfeel
hungryintheeveningstoo.Earlier,
we got biscuitswith tea, but not
anymore.Weget themonlywhen
peopledonatepackets.”

Whoprepares the food
Tea,lunchanddinnerareprovidedbythe

Municipal Corporationof Panchkula. Fruits
andbiscuitthroughdonations.
SaysMinakshiReachal,TownCommittee

Organiser,wholooksafterthefood
arrangement,“Wecookthefood
ourselves here and try to en-
sure variety inmeals.Weal-
ternatedalwithchholeandra-
jma.We serve rice for lunch
and chapattis for dinner. At
dinner,apartfrompotatocurry,
we also serve aaloo-gobhi (po-
tato-cauliflower) sabzi andaaloo-
shimlamirch(capsicum)sabzi.”The
teamthatcookshasbeenhiredby
themunicipality and is paid on a
dailybasis.

Favourite food
CHOLE-PURI,AALOOPARATHA,
BHINDI,LAUKIANDTORISABZI
“Food at the shelter is good,”

saysNaushad,buthemisseshome.
“I talk tomywifeand fivechildren
all day on the phone... I earned
Rs450 foraday’sworkearlier, but
nowIhavenomoneytogoback.”

FIRSTDISHHEWILLHAVEON
REACHINGHOME

Aalooparatha.“WhenIgethome,IthinkI
will only have enoughmoney to buy some
potatoesandaataforaalooparatha.Vegetab-
lesareverycostly.Allmychildrenloveaaloo
parathas,”hesmiles.

PANCHKULA,HARYANA

‘When I get home, I’ll have aaloo
paratha, my children love it too’
Naushad,42,migrantworker fromSaharanpur,UttarPradesh
Shelter:PrimaryGovernmentSchool, Sector20,Panchkula
Naushadworkedasadailywageratamarble ‘screeningplant’ inUnainHimachal
Pradesh.Alongwith60otherworkers,hehasbeenstayingat thecamps inPanchku-
lasinceMarch30.Thecity’sninecampsareprovidingshelter toover400migrants

What’s on their plate?
Formanyof themigrantsstuck incampsamidst the lockdown,homeisoftenhundredsof kilometres
away,aseparationmadeworsebythe lackof familiar food.Amidstprotestsover food inSurat,
Kochiandelsewhere,THESUNDAYEXPRESStells their storiesover theirmeals inaday

ANKITADWIVEDIJOHRI

What he ate on April 21

7am:Acupof tea, twobiscuitsandrusk
8am:Twofruits—banana/apple/orange
Noon:Dal-rice, roti
7pm:Puriandaalooki raswaali sabzi
(potatocurry)
“Iwakeupearly so that I don’t

have towait in line for long.
Wehavetomaintainone-
metre distance in lines.
The time between 8
am to 12 pm is the
toughest for me, I
feel very hungry.
When I worked at
the Gandhinagar
market,Iwouldhave
three-four rotiswith
aaloo-shimla mirch
sabziandsattu (drink)at
10 am and then leave for
work. I cooked itmyself.Here,
I get restless,” he says, adding, “We
canhaveasmanyhelpingsaswewant, but
I try to take everything at once, because a
secondhelpingwouldmeanstandinginline
again. I also feel very hungry after PT (an
hour-long physical training class in the

evening). Ieatalot,at leastfive-six
purisatnight.”

Whoprepares the food
Tea, lunch and dinner are by

Rotary Club of Delhi, fruits by the
GautamGambhirFoundation.
ExecutiveMagistrate Sohan Lal, who is

in-charge of the shelter, one of the biggest
intheCapital,thathasbeenfunctionalsince

March31,sayshisteamtriestoensure
variety in themenu. “Apart from
roti-sabzi,dal-chawal,wealso
servechhole-chawalandra-
jma-chawalonsomedays.
We also give them bain-
gan (aubergine) sabzi.
Everything is made on
campus and served in
disposableplates.There
was one counter earlier,
whichledtolongqueues,
but now we have three
with proper social distanc-

ing,” he says. “So far, we have
notreceivedanymajorcomplaints

about food.”
Rakesh Jain, president of the Rotatary

ClubofDelhiAnanta,says15membersfrom
the group have been staying at the shelter
since April 1 to provide food for thework-
ers. “Weprepare food for nearly 1,100peo-

pledaily,whichalsoincludesstaff.
About200kgofrice,150-200kgof
wheat flour, 50 kg of pulses and
100 kg of potatoes are used for
preparing lunchanddinner every
day.Wehavebeentoldtocontinue
theoperations tillMay3,”hesays.

Favourite food
CHHOLE-BHATURE, CHHOLE-KULCHE,
MUSTARD FISH CURRY, BHINDI, ALOO-
GOBHISABZI
“Mymother andwife callmeoften and

askme if I am eatingwell. I just say every-
thingisfine.Abunkokaisebolunbhindi,aloo-
gobhi khaane ka mann hai (How do I tell
themthatIwanttoeatokra,potatoandcau-
liflower curry)?Theyaremy favourite veg-
etables. IwouldearnRs600foraday’swork
and I could buywhatever vegetable I liked.
On days that I made Rs 800, I would buy
meator fish.Parabmajboori hai isliye jomil
rahahaikharahehain(Wearehelplessnow,
soweareeatingwhatweget).”

FIRSTDISHHEWILLHAVEON
REACHINGHOME
Aaloo-parwal bhujiya. “Parwal aa gaye

honge (Pointed gourd must be in season
now). When I return home, I will ask my
wife tomake aloo-parwal bhujiya forme,”
hesmiles.

DELHI

‘Parwal must be in season now. I
will tell wife to make aloo-parwal’
JaibinYadav,27,migrantworker fromDarbhanga,Bihar
Shelter:YamunaSportsComplex,NewDelhi
Heworkedasacoolieat theGandhinagarwholesalemarket inDelhi.Hasbeenstaying
atcampsinceApril2.Theshelter,oneof thebiggest inDelhi,becamefunctionalon
March31andnowhasnearly900migrantworkersandhomelesspeople

IRAMSIDDIQUE

What he ate on April 22

11am:Acupof black teawith apacket
of biscuits thathepurchasedhimself
12.30pm:Fourpuriswithchanadaland
sabzi
7.30pm:Dalkhichdi
“Thedistributionof foodusually be-

ginsatnoon,but there isa longqueue. It
takesabout15-20minutes.Onsomedays,
the distribution begins early too—you
havetokeepchecking.OnceIgotlateand
didn’t get any food. Eachperson is given
onlyonepacket,”saysKhan.

Whoprepares the food
Lunchanddinner are distributedby

the LodhaFoundation, outside
theLodhaInstituteofVocational
Education, organised by
Malabar constituency MLA
Mangal Prabhat Lodha.
According to PrakashMore, a
volunteermanaging thedistri-
bution,around2,500packetsof
puri-sabziaredistributedinthe
afternoon, and the samenum-
berofdalkhichdipacketsaredistributedin
theevening.

Favourite Food
DAL,ROTIWITHSABZI;CHICKENCURRY
“IearnedaroundRs11,500permonth

andsentRs8,000backhometomymot-
her andwife. Following the lockdown, I

calledtheownerformoney.He
askedmetotakesomefromthe
cash counter to buy supplies.
Butitgotover. Icannotaskhim
again,hemightcuttheamount
frommypay,”fearsKhan.

FIRSTDISHHEWILLHAVE
AFTERREACHINGHOME
Chickencurrywithroti.“Last

week,someofuspooledinRs20eachbut
wecouldnotgetchickenanywhere.Ihave
toldmymother tocook it formewhen I
return.Ihavealsotoldhertosavesomeof
thechanadalhalwamadeatShab-e-Barat
(itfellonApril9thisyear)forme,”hesays.

MUMBAI,MAHARASHTRA

‘Told mother to save chana dal
halwa made at Shab-e-Barat’
JubairKhan,27,amigrantworker fromSitapur,UttarPradesh
Shelter:Eaterynamed ‘TheNextBigThing’ inGirgaonChowpatty
Sincearriving inMumbai in Januarythisyear,hehasbeenworkingasawaiter
atasmalleaterynearWilsonCollege inChowpatty.While therestauranthas
shutsincethe lockdown,hecontinuestostaythere

KAMAALSAIYED

What she ate on April 22

9am:Teawith twobiscuits
Noon: Potato curry, four puris and
one chapatti
7pm:Masalakhichdi
“Sometimeswealsogetdal-

rice.Thedalissweetandtherice
isnotcookedwell.Also, thedal
hasnotadka, it’s justboiled.For
dinner we get overcooked
khichdiwith vegetables. Even
thepotatoesarebig insize.We
spiceitupwithchilliesandsalt,”
shesays.

Whoprepares the food
Food is suppliedby theSamastBihar

JharkhandSamajTrust,Surat.
“Wehave set up akitchen in Pande-

sara area.Meals are cooked twice aday
anddeliveredonvans to shelter homes.
Wegivevegetarianfoodsothateveryone
can eat it,” says Sanjiv Jha, amember of

thetrust.

Favourite food
CHICKENCURRY,FRIEDFISH,
MIXEDVEGETABLESABZI
“Iamfondofgoatmeatand

chicken. I shared my rented
roomwiththreewomen,andafewdays
before the lockdownwe had chicken
curryandrice,”shesays.

FIRSTDISHSHEWILLHAVEAFTER
REACHINGHOME
Mutton curry, ricewith buttermilk.

“Mymother is an expert cook. Iwill tell
hertomakethecurryformeaswellasbit-
tergourdandcauliflower,”shesmiles.

SURAT,GUJARAT

‘The potatoes in khichdi are big.
We spice it up with chilli, salt’
GeetaVilasMohadikar,35,migrantworker fromNagpur,Maharashtra
Shelter:SumanHighSchool, Surat
Beforethe lockdown,sheworkedatapowerloomfactory intheAnjanaIndus-
trialEstate inSurat’sLimbayatarea.Shenowlives intheSuratMuncipalCor-
poration-runschool,where fivewomenresidentsstay inseparaterooms

20,368
CampsinKerala

3,58,524
No.ofmigrants

158
CampsinGujarat

9,218
No.ofmigrants

111
CampsinDelhi

10,410
Noofmigrants

14
Campsin

Pulwama

2,150
No.ofmigrants

284
CampsinHaryana

16,132
No.ofmigrants

4,843
Campsin

Maharashtra

4,99,215
Noofmigrants
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ISITtimeforthisnationwidelockdownto
belifted?Isittimeforourscientiststosta-
rtexaminingwhythepandemicisfollo-
wingaverydifferentcourseinIndiathan
ithasinmostothercountries?Isittimeto
admitthatoureconomicproblemsare
nowinfinitelymoreseriousthanthose
causedbythisChinesevirusandwemust
somehowlearntolivewithitanddeal
withotherthings?Thesearequestionsto
whichIhavenoanswersbutbelievethat
theyneedtobeansweredurgently.
Whenthefirstnationwidelockdown

wasordered,Ibelieveitwasprobably
becausescientistsandvirologistsof
internationalreputewerepredictingthat
hundredsofthousandsof Indianswould
soonbelyingdeadinthestreets.They
invokedtheSpanishflutoremindusthat
morethanhalf itsvictimswereinIndia.
Nowasweapproachthelastweekofour
secondlockdown,itappearsthattheir
predictionswerealarmistandthatthe
Indianeconomycouldbeingreaterdan-
gerthantheIndianpeople.Scepticssay
thatitisonlybecausewehavenottested
aswidelyasweshouldhavethatthe
extentofthispandemic’svictimshasnot
becomeclear.Possibly.But,whatisalso
trueisthatifhundredsofpeoplestarted
todieeverydayintheslumsofMumbai
oreveninthosevillagestowhichmigrant
workershavefled,wewouldknow.
Speakingofmigrantworkers, it is

worthpointingoutthatunlessthey
returntothefactories,sweatshops,small
businessesandconstructionsiteswhere
theywereemployed,thereisnohopeofa
revivalof theeconomy.Anearlyrevivalis
whatwebadlyneed,buthereitneedsto
bepointedoutthatthegovernmentof
Indiaisnotdoingitselfanyfavoursby
makingstupidrules.TheHomeMinistry
whichhasbeenmercifullysilentsincethe
pandemichitissuddenlyhyperactive.So
firstcametherulethatonlythosebusi-
nesseswouldbeallowedtoreopenthat
werepreparedtohouseallemployees
insidetheirpremises.Thencamethe
evenmoreridiculousrulethatifaworker
wasfoundtobesufferingfromcoronavir-
usafterworkrestartedthentheemployer
wouldbejailed.Thiswassostupidarule
thatattemptshavebeenmadetoclarify
thatthisonlyappliedtodeliberate
negligence.And,whowilldecidethis?
Thisisagoodtimetoremindthe

PrimeMinisterofoneofthethingshe
saidthatmademesupporthimwithall
myheartintheearlymonthsofhisfirst
terminoffice.Rememberhowheusedto
saythat‘governmenthasnobusinessto
beinbusiness’?Well,assomeonewho
trulybelievesthis, itwonmytotal
support.Sadly,inthepastsixyearsthere
hasnotbeenthesmallestsignyetthat
NarendraModimeantwhathesaid.In
somematterstheexactoppositehas
happened,intheformofacompanylaw
thatseekstointerfereintheminutest
detailsofdoingbusiness.Unsurprisingly,
thisledtoalmostnonewjobsbeing
createdandtotheIndianeconomygoing
backalmosttowhatusedtobeonce
deridedasthe‘Hindurateofgrowth’.
Thispandemicprovidesan

opportunityforthePrimeMinistertogo
backtothosepromiseshemadewhenhis
firsttermbegan.Itistimetothrowthat
bookofrules,regulationsandredtape
intothegarbageandtimetomakethose
changestolabourlawsandlandusethat
arelongoverdue.It istimetomakethe
sortofreformsthatanotherprime
ministermadein1991whentheIndian
economywasinsuchbadshapethatour
goldreserveswerenearlymortgaged.Itis
alsotimetoputonatightleashministers
andsycophantswhoinsultpeoplelike
JeffBezoswhentheycometoIndiawith
thepromiseofnewinvestment.Theydo
thisinthehopethatthiswillmakethe
PrimeMinisternoticetheirloyalty,sohe
hastosignalthatheisnotpleasedwith
thiskindoftalkanditwillstop.
Thispandemichasalsoheldupa

giganticmirrorinwhichwecansee
clearlythefaceofourdearBharatMata.
Shelooksbad.Whatiswrongwithour
ideaof ‘socialism’thatwehavenotbeen
abletobuildaffordable,rentalhousingin
ourcities?Themigrantworkersmaynot
havefledtotheirruralhomesif theyhada
decentroofovertheirheads.Inacitylike
Mumbaitheabsenceofaffordable
housingissoacutethathalf itscitizens
liveinslumsanditisintheseslumsthat
thisvirushasstruckmostmercilessly.
Whatisthepointofadvisingpeopleto
sociallydistancethemselvesfromeach
otherwhenaone-roomtenementisthe
onlyavailablehome?
What is thepoint intellingpeople

wholive intheseshanties towashtheir
handsmanytimesadaywithsoapwhen
soapandwaterarea luxury?Inthis
terrifyingmirrorweseereflectedour
publichealthservicesandtheylookso
hopelessandunhygienicthat itshould
shameusall.So, thispandemichas
comeasaremindertoMrModithat it is
timetofulfil thosepromisesof
‘parivartan’ and ‘vikas’ inthetruestsense
of thosetwopowerfulwords.

COVID-19
gives India
a second
chance

Fifth
COLUMN
TAVLEENSINGH
Twitter@tavleen_singh

THEPANDEMICisexposingthefragilena-
ture of the global economy aswell as of
countries individually. We have had
faminesorearthquakes inonecountryor
one region; and the rest of theworld has
beenwillingandabletohelp.Eveninwars
raging inaregionsuchas theMiddleEast,
internationalassistancetriestoprovidere-
lieftorefugeesthoughmorecanalwaysbe
done.When a Part suffers, the rest of the
Wholecanhelp.
ThistimetheWholeissuffering,albeit

atdifferentrates,becausecountriesareat

differentpoints in thecycle.Butwhereas
normally if therewas a local shortage of
medical supplies, the rest of the world
wouldprovide,nowweare in theanom-
alous situation that global supply chains
often ship stuff far away but not locally
unlessbordersareclosed.Evensoproduc-
erscannot supplyunless theyreceiveor-
ders in time. Many shortages are artifi-
cially created because economic global
supply chains are difficult to unwind
quickly while governments can isolate
andclosebordersatan instant’snotice.
A localversionof this canhappen ina

large country. India is not a unitary state
nor a federation. It is a Unionwith pow-

ersdividedbetweentheCentreandstates.
Normally the division of responsibilities
is properly laid down and observed. But
lately, even since before the onset of the
pandemic, partly due to the prospect of
state elections and partly due to differ-
ences over the CAA and NRC, there has
been a tension between the Centre and
somestates.
The pandemic has turned the Union

intoa federationwithborderclosuresbe-
tweenstates (Delhi andNoida)orcreated
the need for a totally centralised unitary
Stateof India. TheCentrenotonlyhas the
powersinreservetoimposelockdownbut
an asymmetrically larger financial clout

whichcompelsstatestoseekbenefitsfrom
it. At the same time, some states do not
want to be seen to be obeyingCentral in-
junctionslestpoliticallyitstrengthensthe
BJP’s hand. This is the issue withWest
BengalaswellasMaharashtra.
Mixedwith this challenge is one that

has been a weak link in the Indian
Constitution fora longtime. It is themet-
roswhicharethemostlikelycentresof in-
fection. Butmunicipalities in thesemet-
ros, whether a single one such as the
Brihanmumbaioneormultipleonesasin
Delhi,havebeenweaklinksintermsofef-
ficient delivery of services. (When for in-
stancewillMumbaihaveitsdrainscleared

beforemonsoon?)Whilepanchayatshave
beenbeneficiariesofdevolutionofpower
thankstoRajivGandhi,urbangovernment
in India has remained neglected . This is
especiallywhen themetro in question is
thestatecapital, as isoftenthecase.
Themetrosare theweak linksagainst

the pandemic.While the chain from the
Centre to state to panchayat is clear and
backedbymoneyflowingdown, themu-
nicipalities are in ananomalousposition.
Delhi is an exception as it is a Union
Territorywhich can affordweakmunici-
palities.MaybeeachmetroshouldbeaUT.
When it is all over, let us think about

reformingurbangovernance.

Pandemic and devolution of powersOut of
MYMIND
MEGHNADDESAI

FACT: “AsonApril 20, 2020,wehave a
stock of 524.5 lakhmetric tons (LMT)
of food grain—289.5 LMTof rice and
235 LMT of wheat”: Mr Ram Vilas
Paswan.(Besides,thereare287LMTof
unmilledpaddy.)
Thestoryof India moving from de-

pendence on food grain imported from
theUnited States (the PL 480 program-
me)toself-sufficiencytoexportcapabil-
ity is a story that has been told many
times. Wewere so short of food grain
that as soonasa shiparrived, the stocks
were rushed to different parts of the
countryfordistribution.Indialivedfrom
‘ship tomouth’.
The Green Revolution changed

everything.
ThePublicDistributionSystem(PDS)

wasintroducedinIndia in1942. Itwasa
systemof rationingthe foodgrainavail-
able.IntheSeventhFiveYearPlanPeriod,
PDSwasmadeapermanentfeatureand
the whole population was brought
underPDS.
PDSservedtwopurposes.Asproduc-

tion of food grain soared, farmerswere
leftwithhugemarketablesurpluses.We
neededasystemthatwouldprocurethe
foodgrainatfairandremunerativeprices
—and set a floor for the producer price.
FoodCorporationof India(FCI)procures
the surplus food grain at a Minimum
SupportPrice (MSP). Theotherpurpose
was to stock food grain after the Kharif
and Rabi harvests and release the re-

quired quantities to the states every
month in order to ensure year-round
availabilityandprice stability.
The distribution of food grain is

based on a complex system of classifi-
cation of and distribution to different
sections of the people: Above Poverty
Line (APL), Below Poverty Line (BPL),
AntyodayaAnnaYojana(AAY)andOpen
Market Sales.

WHO OWNS THE

FOOD GRAIN?
Inall this,onebasicquestionisnever

asked or answered. Who ‘owns’ the
stocks of food grain with the FCI? The
centralgovernment/FCIbelievesit isthe
owner, since it is accountable for pro-
curement,warehousinganddistribution,
and it is answerable for losses. Thestate
governments think theyare theowners
of the quantities they have purchased
withthestates’money.Theyarewrong.
Thefoodgrainbelongs tothepeople

of India. The grainwasproducedby the
toil of the farmers and agricultural
labour. It was procured, and is stored,
using taxpayers’ money. Any profit or
loss due to the operations of the FCI or
theStateCivilSuppliesCorporations isa
profitorlosstotheexchequer. If thefood
grainbelongs to thepeopleof India, it is
thepeopleof Indiawhohaveafirstclaim
onthe foodgrain.

Ifwekeep this fundamental truth in
mind, it is easy to answer the question:
what should the government do in an
emergencysituationliketheoutbreakof
a pandemic, the nationwide lockdown,
and the inevitable poverty and hunger
among, at least, the bottom half of the
population (13crore families)?

NO CASH, NO FOOD
Today, it isastarkfactthatmillionsof

families have runout of cash. They can-
not buy food. The worst fate that can
befall a person is being locked down,
aloneorwithhis family,withnomoney
andnofood.Thepoorareforcedtocom-
promisetheirdignitybystandinginlong
queuesforfreecookedfoodprovidedby
the government or private bodies. The
distribution of free cooked food can
neverbeperfect.Thefoodwillnotreach
all parts of a state. The quality will be
poor. Thequantitywill be inadequate. If
thereareoldpeopleorsmall children in
a family, they cannot stand in line toget
food; the othermembers of the family
have tobeg foradditionalportions.
In a country wheremalnutrition is

entrenched, especially among children,
there is thedangerof hungerbecoming
widespread too. Hunger andmalnutri-
tionwill leadtostarvation.TV,printand
social media are full of anecdotal evi-
dencethatmanyfamiliesaregoinghun-
gryandsomearestarving.Wewillnever

knowhowmanypeople died of starva-
tion, because no state governmentwill
admittostarvationorcountthenumber
of starvationdeaths.
TheironyisthatIndiahasmountains

of foodgrainandasystemofpublic and
private shops that can reach the food
grain to thepeople, yetmillions of poor
are going hungry. The central and state
governments have to ensure only two
things, as longas the lockdownlasts:
1. That families have the cash to buy

grain,pulses,oil,salt,sugar,etc. fromthe
public and private shops that are sup-
pliedwithadequatestocks;and/or
2. That adequate grain, pulses, oil,

salt, sugar, etc. is given free to the 13
crore families.

WITHIN OUR MEANS
At the risk of repetition, let me say

that the first optionwill cost, based on
Rs 5,000 per family, a maximum of
Rs 65,000 crore to tide over the period
until theendofMay. The secondoption
willcost,attherateof10kgperpersonin
a familypermonth,65LMTof grainper
month plus a small cost for the pulses,
oil, salt, sugar, etc. In fact, both options
should be exercised. India owes that
muchtothepoor.TheRabiprocurement
will fill thegodownsagain.
Saving money and hoarding food

grain, while millions of families are
starving, is extremecallousness.

Hoarding government, starving people

In a country where
malnutrition is entrenched,
especially among children,

there is the danger of hunger
becoming widespread too.
Hunger and malnutrition
will lead to starvation. TV,
print and social media are
full of anecdotal evidence

that many families are going
hungry and some are

starving. We will never know
how many people died of

starvation, because no state
government will admit to

starvation or count the
number of starvation deaths
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ATMIDNIGHT,whenthelittleonefinally
falls asleep... Breathegirl!
At 6 o’clock the nextmorning, when

youwakeupwithachesandpainsinyour
body, andabit (reada lot) of housework
waiting... Breathegirl!
At8o’clock,whenyouwakeupthelit-

tleoneforheronlineclasseswhileprepar-
ing foryourown... Breathegirl!
At8:30am,whenyouaregratefulthat

you don’t have to travel for two-and-a-
half hours toget towork—youwakeup,
makeyourself lookpresentable,loginand
you are ready to go— breathe girl. Can I
dothisforever?Isitpossibletoneverhave
tostepoutof houseyetbeacontributing
professional?Whata relief!
At 9 o’clock, when your child’s class

startswithasessionofmindfulbreathing
andthewonderfulconceptof ‘circletime,’
that you get to be a part of remotely...
Breathegirl!
At 9 o’clock, when your office starts

simultaneously with the introductory
‘let’sbeginthedaywell’online‘meeting’...
Breathegirl!
At 10 o’clock, when the classes (your

child’sandyours)areinfullswingandyou
realise you forgot to make breakfast...
Breathegirl!
At10.30am,whenyoufinallychance

upon an interesting method for teach-
ing on an online forum — for a haptic
millennial (your student) learning the
tactile subject of architecture — wow!
Breathe girl!
At11o’clock,whilestill ridinghighon

your new-found knowledge, when you
realise that your child is half asleep in
‘class’, and on your screen your students
look drowsy too, take amoment, take a
break,breathegirl!Youwonderhowthe
‘wait for your turn’ in class has turned to
‘guys,please talk’.
At 11 o’clock, during your coveted

break,whenyourealisethatthepetneeds
your attention — clean, feed, repeat —
breathegirl!
Atnoon,whenyourememberit’stime

foryourdaughter’snextclass--thankgod
wearenot late—breathegirl!
At2o’clock,whenyouall sit together

(finally) to have lunch as a family, for a
moment of camaraderie and happiness,
foramomenttocatchup,anopportunity
thatyoudidn’tevenknowyouweremiss-
ing, really, breathegirl!
At3o’clock,whenit’sfinallyamoment

for you to sit quietly and catch upwith
work, though yourmind is scrambling,
putting together ideas, a grocery list, a
to-do list, you register that even while
navigating a system that’s ridden with
issues, youhave thecooperationof a few

—somecolleagues, some friends, family,
some networks. A few that you can rely
on andwho can rely on you in return to
do the jobs thatyoudowell.
At4o’clock, it’stimeforanotherjump

—DearGod, I need togetmychild to fin-
ish her school assignments. Did I miss
anything? How do I support my child?
Finally, you accept that it’s okay to do it
whenyoucan... Breathegirl.
At4.30pm,whenyoudiscoveranew

superpower — you seem to have devel-
opedacapacityformentalgymnastics,an
ability to look at the reality differently in
theonlineworld,youareabletobesimul-
taneously here and there, inside your
mind and inside theminds of your stu-
dents.Youcanconquer!Breathegirl...
At 5 o’clock, youwonder where the

timewent. Youclamour to fit in asmuch
as you can into your class, but your stu-
dents have alreadymentally logged off.
Then,yourealiseagain that it’sokay.Asa
teacherwhothrivesonreadingbodylan-
guage to augment, revisit and repurpose
her delivery, you realise you are now
delivering to a blank screen. Youwant to
reach out and pull at their hands and
minds...Guys, listen!But it’sOKAY.There
will beanotherchance... Breathegirl!
At 6 o’clock, when your daughter

comes running up to you and asks,
“Mamma,isyourclassover?Canweplay,
can we walk, can we dance, can we
jump?” And then, you breathe girl! This
is what it is all about. This is why it all
makes sense. Yes, come on, let’s breathe
together!
At7o’clock,whenyoursickpetmakes

a desperate call for help, you are grateful

that you are not far away— in the car in
traffic, onyourwayback fromwork. You
aretheretosootheandalleviatetheirpain.
Exhaleandhelp.Breathe...
At8pm,whenyoucalla friendto just

vent, youwalk (to complete the 10,000
steps),yourant,yourave...Theonlything
missingisaglassofwine,butthenyouget
tobreathegirl….
At9o’clock,when it’s time fordinner

and you realise that you haven’t cooked
whateveryonewanted,andthenyouare
stumped to see your family members
walkinwithsalad,sweetlimejuice,pasta,
youknowweareinthistogether,andyou
breathegirl!
At10o’clockatnight,whenastudent

messagesaskingforhelp,yourealisethat
in this uniquely inter-connectedworld,
peoplearenowmoreapproachable,more
accessible,theboundariesbetweenwork
and life are blurred, and thatwhile your
child is your biggest supporter, the
students with whom you have a tele-
phonicdiscussionaboutethicsinachang-
ingworldareyour lifelineandthereason
togoon.Breathegirl...
At 11 o’clock, when you look up and

the sky isbrightwith stars and thecrick-
ets are chirping, you realise that you just
led onemore glorious daywithout fear.
You go to bedwith aprayer. Somewhere
inside you is a feeling of solidarity with
the world, with the Earth, and you.
Breathegirl.....

ProfessorMadan isanarchitect, designer,
and landscapeplanner. She teachesat the
SushantSchoolofArtandArchitecture,

AnsalUniversity,Gurgaon

‘One more glorious day
without fear... Breathe girl’

NOT SO INVISIBLE

HomeMinister Amit Shah has not been
very visible since the end of January.
Somesurmisedthathewasoutof favour
becausetheDelhiPolice failedtocontrol
the riots during US President Donald
Trump’s visit to the Capital, embarrass-
ing theModi government. The impres-
sionwasreinforcedwhenRajnathSingh,
andnotShah,wasappointed lastmonth
to head the 15- member high-power
ministerialcommitteecoordinatingwith
states on ensuringmovement of essen-
tialsuppliesduringthelockdown.Infact,
the Modi-Shah jodi remains in regular
touch.ThePMdidnotappointtheHome
Minister as chief of theministerial com-
mittee as he needed to take all CMs on
board during a pandemic. He knew that
Shah’s appointment would rub several
CMs thewrongway. Shah succeeded in
striking a jarring note nevertheless. The
HomeMinistry sent teams to monitor
lockdownmeasures in some states, in-
cluding West Bengal, where Mamata
Banerjee tookobjection.

RAHUL BACK SOON
Under the cover of the COVID-19 crisis,
steps seem afoot to ensure that Rahul
Gandhi returns as Congress president.
Rahul resigned after the party’s abysmal
defeatlastyearandwasreluctanttocome
back,unlesshewasgivenafreehandand
theoldguard,whichregularlystymiedhis
decisions,wasoutoftheway.Actingpres-
identSoniaGandhi recentlyformedanew
committee to deal with the COVID-19
challenge and significantly the usual fix-
tures, Ahmed Patel, GhulamNabi Azad,
A K Antony andMallikarjun Kharge, are
missing.Instead,youngunknownswork-
ing closely with Rahul, such as Rohan
Gupta, Gourav Vallabh, Supriya Shrinate
and Praveen Chakravarty, have been in-
cluded as well as long-time Rahul
favourites, K C Venugopal and Randeep
Surjewala. Incidentally, one of the com-
mitteemembers was the brain behind
Sonia’s demand that cost-cutting during
the pandemic should include banning
governmentadvertisementstothemedia.

QUICK ON THE DRAW
HardeepPuri iswellnetworkedthanksto
hisIFSbackgroundandUNexperience.He
understood the gravity of the COVID-19
threatveryearly.Inmid-JanuaryataDelhi
pressconferencePurireferredtothecoro-
navirusspreadasa“pandemic”,atatime

when theWHOwas still underplaying it
as a “global health emergency”. As Civil
AviationMinister, Puri askedAir India to
stopall itsflightstoandfromChina,while
the US and Europe were still getting a
surgeofChinesetouristswhocametocel-
ebrate the Chinese NewYear in January
end. PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwas
similarly quick on the draw in putting in
placemeasures to isolate India.Modidid
factor in thehuman suffering because of
alockdownwithoutnotice.Buthisadvis-
ersconcludedthatpriorintimationwould
haveledtototalpanicandcauseduncon-
trollable surges of humanity towards
transporthubs,defeatingthewholepur-
poseof theexercise.

COUNTRY’S LIFELINE
ThefreightdivisionmayearntheRailways
nearly70percentofitsrevenue,butitisal-
waysgivensecond-classtreatment,while
passengertrainsgetpriority.Goodstrains
areafrequentbuttof jokesbecauseof the
uncertaintyoftheirtimingsandcompared
unfavourablywith trucks. Butwith pas-
senger trains no longer in theway, good
trainsnowcompletejourneysinlessthan
halforone-thirdofthetimetheytookear-
lier. The freight trains have proved to be
thenation’s lifelineduring the lockdown,
with railway personnelworking round-
the-clock to ensure that supplies reach
everypartof thecountry.

ENEMY WITHIN
In the Madhya Pradesh Health
Department, around 100 people have
tested positive for coronavirus, starting
with Principal Secretary, Health, Pallavi
JainandincludingtheDirector,Health,the
AdditionalDirector,Health,headof secu-
rity intheHealthDepartment,peonsand
clerks.TheinitialsuspicionwasthatJain’s
son,astudentwhohadreturnedfromthe
US inmid-January andwas stayingwith
hismother,was the source. But after two
tests,heisstillCOVID-19negative.Unable
to trace theoriginal carrierof thedisease,
some blame an infected file, others sus-
pecttheCOVID-19controlroomwasitself
infectedbythevirus.

OUT OF COURT?
Whentwo legal eagles clash, ahigh-pro-
filecourtdramaisexpected.Buttheques-
tion is inwhichcountry.AbhishekManu
Singhvi,oneof India’sleading legalcoun-
sels,obtainedanexpartestayfromaDelhi
lower courtagainstthepublicationof the
bookHonourBoundbyLondon-basedin-
ternational arbitration lawyer Sarosh
Zaiwalla.ButZaiwallaclaimsthatheisnot
boundbytheDelhicourtordersinceheis
aBritishsubjectandthenoticeshouldbe
served validly as per English law. The of-
fendinglineconcernsSinghvi’slatefather,
LM Singhvi, once high commissioner in
London. Zaiwalla is also contemplating
counter-suing.

inside
TRACK
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ITALY

Govttogivefree
masks,ease
curbsonMay4
Rome: Italywill start dis-
tributing free protective
masks to nursing homes,
manyofwhichhavebeen
devastatedbycoronavirus
infections and deaths.
DomenicoArcuri,thegov-
ernment's commissioner
forthepandemic,saysdo-
ingso isa“gestureof soli-
darity and nearness and
support to these places
evermoreattheepicentre
of thisgreatcrisis.”Arcuri
says freemasks alsowill
bedistributedtopublicof-
ficials, transportworkers
and police. Millions of
Italianswillbeallowedto
return to workplaces
starting onMay 4,when
lockdownrestrictionswill
beconsiderablyeased.

Medical staff inMilan,
Italy, Saturday.Reuters

PANDEMIC
WATCH

USA

Indian-origin
mancharged
withhoarding
New York:A 45-year-old
Indian-originmanhasbe-
come the first person to
face criminal charges in
the US under the coun-
try's Defence Production
Actforallegedlyhoarding
the scarce personal pro-
tective equipment and
sellingitathugemarkups,
authorities said.
Amardeep Singh stock-
piled tonnes of respira-
tors,surgicalgowns,hand
sanitisers and other per-
sonal protective equip-
ment (PPE) at a Long
Island warehouse and
solditonlinethroughvar-
iouswebsitesandNassau
Countystorefrontsat“un-
conscionably excessive
prices,” Prosecutors from
theUSAttorney'sOfficein
Brooklyn said in a state-
mentonFriday.

PAKISTAN

160doctors
testpositive,
protestson

Lahore: The number of
Pakistanidoctorsinfected
with the coronavirushas
reached 160 with three
deathsevenastheprotest
bythemedicsagainstthe
lackofPersonalProtective
Equipment(PPE)entered
the ninth day on
Saturday. Some 250
medics including 160
doctors have been in-
fected so far. The Grand
HealthAllianceofdoctors
andnurses'hungercamp
outsidethePunjabhealth
department entered the
ninth day for paying no
attention to themedics
falling victim to the
deadly virus due to the
non-availability of ade-
quatePPEs.

OTHERTOPGLOBAL STORIES

MICHAELD.SHEAR&
MAGGIEHABERMAN
WASHINGTON,APRIL25

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump’s
decisiontosuspendfamily-based
immigrationbecauseofthecoro-
navirus is the beginning of a
broader strategy to reduce the
flowofforeignersintotheUnited
States,StephenMiller, thearchi-
tect of President Trump’s immi-
gration agenda, told a group of
conservativealliesonThursday.
During a private conference

call with the president’s sup-
porters,Millersoughttoreassure
them of Trump’s commitment
totheircauseandurgedthemto
publiclydefendhisexecutiveor-
der.Hepledged that itwas only
a first step in the administra-
tion’slonger-termgoalofshrink-
ing legal immigration.
“The first andmost impor-

tantthingistoturnoff thefaucet
ofnewimmigrantlabour—mis-
sionaccomplished—withsign-
ing that executiveorder,”Miller
said, according to an audio
recording of the conference call
obtainedbyTheNewYorkTimes.
The executive order Trump

signedthisweekbarspeoplefrom
receivinggreencardsfor60days,
amove that immigration advo-
cates condemned. But it does
nothing to limit visa programs

that bring tens of thousands of
workers to theUnited States, in-
furiatinggroupsthatcallfordeep
reductions in thenumberof for-
eigncitizensenteringthecountry.
Miller said that further re-

strictionsonprogramsforforeign
workerswerelikely. “Intermsof
dealingwith someof these sea-
sonalflowsofguestworkersand
developing a strategy for that,
that’s what the president di-
rectedus todo,”he said. Theex-
istence of the tapewas first re-

portedbyTheWashingtonPost.
Duringthecall,Millersaidthat

the president’s executive order,
while temporary, would have
long-lasting effects because it
woulddisruptwhatconservatives
call “chainmigration,” inwhich
thearrivalofoneimmigrantinthe
UnitedStatesopensthedoortoan
extended family: parents, adult
children,siblingsandothers.
“When you suspend the en-

try of a new immigrant from
abroad,you’realsoreducingim-

migrationfurther,becauseofthe
chains of follow-onmigration
that are disrupted,”Miller said.
“So the benefit to American
workerscompoundswithtime.”
DuringMiller’s call, the act-

ing deputy secretary for the
Department of Homeland
Security,KennethTCuccinelli II,
echoedMiller’s comments by
saying the president has been
considering such a step “since
theeconomiceffectsoftheCovid
virusbegan.” NYT

MEANWHILE,ATTHEGERMAN-POLISHBORDER:Hundredsofpeoplewholive inPoland
andwork inGermanyprotest inthesouthwesternPolishborder townofZgorzelecagainsta
mandatorycoronavirusquarantine for thosewhocross theborder.Reuters

REUTERS
WASHINGTON,APRIL25

PRESIDENTDONALDTrumpsaid
onFriday thathewasbeingsar-
casticwhenheraised thepossi-
bilityofusingdisinfectantinside
people'sbodiestofightthecoro-
navirus, seeking to walk back
commentsthatalarmedmedical
professionalsworldwide.
Trump had said scientists

should explorewhether insert-
ing light or disinfectant into the
bodies of patients might help
treat COVID-19, the respiratory
illness causedby thevirus.
At an Oval Office event on

Friday, Trump sought to walk
backthosecommentswhilealso
seemingtocontinuetoadvance
histheorythatdisinfectantsand
sunlightmight ultimately help
within thebody.
"Iwasaskingaquestion sar-

castically to reporters like you
justtoseewhatwouldhappen,"
he told journalists. Pressed re-
peatedly about the issue on
Friday, Trump said he was not
encouraging people to ingest
disinfectant.

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON,APRIL25

THE NUMBER of deaths in the
UK hospitals from the novel
coronavirus crossed the grim
milestoneof20,000onSaturday,
upby813over thepreviousday
–amongthehighestdailydeath
tolls recordedthisweek.
These official figures re-

leased daily by the UK's
Department of Health and
Social Care do not account for
deaths that occur elsewhere in
the community, which means
the overall number of COVID-
19 deaths in the country is
muchhigher.
Lastmonth, in response toa

question at the daily Downing
Streetbriefings,StephenPowis,
theMedicalDirectorofNational
Health Service (NHS) England,
said a total number of deaths
under20,000“wouldbeagood
outcome”.
However,thatfigurehasnow

been crossedwithin 51 days of
thefirstUKdeathrecordedfrom
thecoronavirus.
The deaths in the commu-

nityaremeasuredseparatelyby
theOffice forNational Statistics
(ONS), based on death certifi-
cates, with aweekly figure an-
nouncedeachTuesday.

Rowover aide atmeets
of scientific group
DowningStreet onSaturday

wentintostrongdenialmodeaf-
terapoliticalrowbrokeoutover
aUKmediareportclaimingthat
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson'stopaidehadattended
secretmeetingsof the scientific
groupadvising thegovernment
on its responsestrategy.
'The Guardian' claimed that

Dominic Cummings, Johnson's
chiefstrategicadviser,andanof-
ficial associatedwith the Brexit
campaignwerepartofthemeet-
ings of the Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies (SAGE).
This triggeredOppositionanger
as it implies government influ-
ence overwhat is pegged as an
independentadvisorybody, the
membership of which has not
beenmadepublic. PTI

SINGAPORE SINGS TO MIGRANT WORKERS
Residentsgatherat theirbalconies tosing intributetohealthcareworkersandmigrantworkers inSingapore. Thecountry
onSaturdayreported618newCOVID-19cases,ofwhich597wereworkpermitholdersresiding indormitories. Reuters

REUTERS
DUBAI, APRIL25

IRAN SHOULD draw up eco-
nomic plans based on aworst-
case scenario of nearly a year of
disruptions due to the coron-
avirus, President Hassan
RouhanisaidonSaturday,asthe
death toll from the disease rose
by76to5,650.
“Our first request is that we

should plan production long-
termbasedonapessimisticview
that wemight face this virus ...
for months,” Rouhani said in a
meeting with heads of Iranian
private companies carried live
onstateTV.
“Maybe(wewillfacethis)till

the end of the year, we do not
know,”Rouhaniadded,referring
to the Iranian calendar year
whichends inMarch2021.
Earlier, a Health Ministry

spokesmansaid the totalnum-
ber of people diagnosed with
the virus had reached 89,328,
of whom 3,096were in a criti-
cal condition.
Deputy HealthMinister Iraj

Harirchi said the country’s daily
deathtollhadfallenbyabout70%
fromitspeak,whilethenumber
ofcoronaviruspatientsinhospi-
talhadfallenbyabouthalf.
Iran is one of the Middle

Easterncountriesworstaffected
bytheCOVID-19respiratorydis-
ease and has one of theworld’s
highestdeath tolls.

REUTERS
GENEVA,APRIL25

THE WORLD Health
Organisation (WHO) said on
Saturday that there was cur-
rently“noevidence”thatpeople
who have recovered from
COVID-19 and have antibodies
are protected from a second
coronavirus infection.
Inascientificbrief,theUnited

Nationsagencywarnedgovern-
ments against issuing “immu-
nitypassports”or“risk-freecer-
tificates” to people who have
been infected as their accuracy
couldnotbeguaranteed.
“Some governments have

suggested that the detection of
antibodies to the SARS-CoV-2,
the virus that causes COVID-19,
could serve as the basis for an
‘immunitypassport’or ‘risk-free
certificate’thatwouldenablein-
dividualstotravelortoreturnto
work assuming that they are
protected against re-infection,”
theWHOsaid.

Chile said lastweek itwould
beginhandingout“healthpass-
ports”topeopledeemedtohave
recovered fromthe illness.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL25

SRI LANKA on Saturday ex-
tendedthenationwidecurfewin
fourhighriskdistricts, including
Colombo, tillMay 4 to stem the
spreadofthedeadlycoronavirus
in the country, President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's office an-
nounced, a day after the Island
nation recorded the highest
numberof49infectionsinasin-
gleday.
Thefouroutofthe25admin-

istrationdistricts that comeun-
der high risk category are
Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara
andPuttalam.

For the remaining 21 dis-
tricts,thecurfewwillbepartially
liftedfromApril27tillMay1.The
partial relaxation for the period
willbefrom5amto8pm,itsaid.
The government also an-

nouncedthatpublicandprivate
institutionsareallowedtooper-
ate fromMay4despite the cur-
fewin thehighriskdistricts.
The police had earlier an-

nounced that the nationwide
curfew imposed to tackle the
pandemicwill be lifted at 5 am
onMonday.
Health authorities said that

15more positive caseswere re-
ported on Saturday, taking the
country'sCOVID-19tally to435.
So far, therehavebeen7deaths.
The latest extension in the

curfew came as the country
recorded its highest number of
49 COVID-19 cases for a single
dayonFriday since its outbreak
inMarch.

AGENCEFRANCE-PRESSE
RIYADH,APRIL25

SAUDI ARABIA has abolished
flogging as a punishment, the
supremecourtannounced,hail-
ing the latest in a series of "hu-
man rights advances"made by
thekingandhispowerful son.
Court-ordered floggings in

Saudi Arabia — sometimes ex-
tendingtohundredsof lashes—
havelongdrawncondemnation
fromhumanrightsgroups.
Buttheysaytheheadlinelegal

reformsoverseenbyCrownPrince
Mohammed bin Salman have

broughtnolet-upintheconserva-
tiveIslamickingdom'scrushingof
dissent,includingthroughtheuse
ofthedeathpenalty.
TheSaudisupremecourtsaid

thelatestreformwasintendedto
"bringthekingdomintolinewith
internationalhumanrightsnorms
againstcorporalpunishment".
Previously the courts could

order the flogging of convicts
foundguiltyof offencesranging
from extramarital sex and
breachof thepeace tomurder.
In future, judgeswill have to

choosebetweenfinesand/orjail
sentences, or non-custodial al-
ternativeslikecommunityserv-
ice, thecourtsaidinastatement
seenbyAFPonSaturday.
The most high-profile in-

stanceof flogginginrecentyears
wasthecaseofSaudibloggerRaif

Badawiwhowassentencedto10
years in prison and1,000 lashes
in2014for"insulting" Islam.
HewasawardedtheEuropean

parliament's Sakharov human
rightsprizethefollowingyear.The
abolitionofcorporalpunishment
inSaudiArabiacomesjustdaysaf-
ter the kingdom's human rights
recordwasagain in the spotlight
followingnewsofthedeathfrom
astroke incustodyof leadingac-
tivistAbullahal-Hamid,69.
Hamidwasafoundingmem-

beroftheSaudiCivilandPolitical
Rights Association (ACPRA) and
was sentenced to 11 years in jail
inMarch2013,campaignerssaid.

CHRISTOPHERF
SCHUETZE
BERLIN,APRIL25

AN IRAQIman accused of being
anIslamicStateterroristhasgone
ontrialinahighcourtinFrankfurt
accusedofgenocide,humantraf-
fickingandthetortureandmur-
der of a 5-year-old Yazidi girl he
hadheldasaslaveinFalluja,Iraq.
Openingstatementsinthetrial

of thedefendant identifiedbyhis
firstnameandlastinitialinaccor-

dancewithGermanprivacyrules,
TahaAl-J., came a year after his

German-bornwifewenton trial
overthedeathofthesamegirl.
His trial is believed tobe the

first intheworldthatcarriesthe
chargeofgenocideinrelationto
theYazidis.
Taha Al-J, who is 27, is also

charged with murder, crimes
against humanity, war crimes
and trafficking for the exploita-
tionoftheirmanpowerandmur-
der,accordingtothecountsread
aloudbythepresidentofthefive-
judge panel in Frankfurt on
Friday.Thedefendant,dressedin

a patterned button-down shirt,
declined to make an opening
statementor toenteraplea.
His trial centersonamother

and her child, members of the
Yazidi religious minority who
have been persecuted by the
IslamicState,knownasISIS.The
defendant and hiswife bought,
enslaved and tortured the 5-
year-oldandhermother,prose-
cutorssaid.Thegirldiedin2015
after being left chained to the
barsofwindowinheatreaching
122degreesFahrenheit. NYT

MATTAPUZZO
BRUSSELS,APRIL25

BOWINGTOheavypressurefrom
Beijing, EuropeanUnionofficials
softened their criticismof China
thisweek in a report document-
inghowgovernmentspushdisin-
formationabout thecoronavirus
pandemic, according to docu-
ments,emailsandinterviews.
The initial report cited

Beijing’s efforts to curtail men-
tions of the virus’s origins in
China, in part by blaming the
United States for spreading the
disease internationally.
“Both overt and covert tac-

tics have been observed,” the

initial reporthad said.
But Chinamoved quickly to

blockthedocument’srelease,and
the EU pulled back. The report
hadbeenonthevergeofpublica-
tion,untilseniorofficialsordered
revisionstosoftenthelanguage.
“The Chinese are already

threateningwithreactionsif the
reportcomesout,”LutzGüllner,
a European Union diplomat,
wrote to colleagues on Tuesday
inanemail seenbyTheTimes.
The sentence about China’s

“global disinformation” cam-
paignwas removed, aswas any
mentionofthedisputebetween
China and France. Other lan-
guagewas toneddown.
The delay and revisions in-

cited anger and frustration
amongsomediplomatsandgov-
ernmentdisinformationanalysts.
At least oneanalyst formally ob-
jected,writingtoherbossesthat
the European Unionwas “self-
censoringtoappeasetheChinese
CommunistParty.” NYT

Rouhaniwasmeetingheads
of Iranianprivatecompanies

Disinfectant
remarks were
sarcastic: Trump

Greencardhalt a start, US to reduce
flowof immigrant labour: Trumpaide

20,000 hospital
deaths, criticism
mounts in UK

Mountedpoliceofficers in
LondononSaturday. AP

Iran should
assume worst
case scenario,
says Rouhani

Pressured by China, EU softens
report on Covid disinformation

Lanka extends curfew in high-risk
districts till May 4 to stem outbreak

Flogging abolished, announces Saudi Arabia

MohammedbinSalman

Thedefendant, identified
onlyasTahaal-J. NYT

Genocide trial in Germany for alleged IS
member accused of killing Yazidi girl

Chinahas continued to
runaglobal
disinformation campaign
todeflect blame for the
outbreak of the
pandemic and improve
its international image”

- THE INITIALREPORT

THE MAIN contention
against “immunity pass-
ports” is that more re-
search is needed to guar-
antee that recovered
peoplewhohaveantibod-
iesareprotectedfromfur-
ther infection. Expert
warnedthatwithoutade-
quate evidence, such cer-
tificatescouldleadtocon-
tinuedvirus transmission
and result in people not
following recommended
publichealthprotocol.

Lackofaccuracy
may increase risk

WHO warns against
‘immunity passports’

Lankarecordeditshighest
casecount inaday. Reuters/File
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withstand the resultant anxiety. But now it
hasbecomedifficultforthemtodrawtheline
betweenhygieneandcleaningcompulsions,”
saysDrBansal.
WhenCOVID-19wasdeclaredapandemic

andguidelinesissuedforfrequentwashingof
hands, Delhi-based pyschiatrist Dr Sanjay
Chugh anticipated a spike in the number of
OCD cases. Hewas proven right. “Someone
whowaswashingherhands20timesadayis
doingit50to100timesnow.Inafewextreme
cases,patientsarerefusingtomoveawayfrom
thewashbasin,”hesays.Accordingtohim,the
outbreakhasvalidatedthebeliefsofOCDpa-
tientsthattheirobsessionswerejustified.He
cites theexampleof apatientwithparanoid
psychosis, whose symptoms have been ag-
gravatedbythepandemic.“Hehasdelusions
that people are trying to contaminate him
withthecoronavirus,”hesays.
Forthepastfewyears,washinghandsover

30 times a day has been a routine affair for
AbhishekGupta (name changed). “Evenbe-
fore the outbreak, I had to do it if I touched
somethingwhichIfeltwasdirty—anoilysur-
face,orapieceof cloth. Ievenfollowedsocial
distancing frompeoplewho I didn’t think
werehygienic,”saysthe32-year-old,whowas
diagnosedwithOCDafewyearsago.Recently,
whentheDelhi-basedparalegaldevelopeda
cough, hewas overcome by intense fear. “I

keptgoingoverwhatIhaddoneinthelast24
hourswhichcouldhaveinducedthisandIre-
membered that I had had packaged lychee
juice froma shop that I usually avoided but
couldn’t this timebecauseeverythingelse in
myneighbourhoodwasclosed,”hesays.
Fromthereon,itwasadownwardspiral.“I

got anxiouswondering if it had been pack-
aged in China, if, by a freak chance, Iwas in-
fectedbecauseof that.WhenIcouldn’tstand
it any longer, Iwentandboughtanotherone
fromtheshopjustsoIcouldcheckthedetails.
Finally, I foundout that lychee juices in India
arepackedinOdishaandUttarPradesh. I felt
foolishbutatthattimenothingelsemattered,”
hesays.
For most people, work routine gives a

structure to their days. But now, because of
thelockdown,astheystayathome,thelackof
structuremakespeople feel adrift. Sleephas
beenacasualty formany.Theeconomic fall-
outof thelockdown,too,hasimpactedmen-
tal health, not just of those already afflicted
but of people who have not had any such
knownmedical history. The International
MonetaryFundrecentlyannouncedthat the
pandemicwilleffectaglobalrecessionworse
thantheone in2008.Paycutsandthepossi-
bility of layoffs have got everyoneworried.
Taneja,whorunsanonlinecontent-creation
platformYuvaa, is also concerned about the
futureofhisbusiness.“Allactiveconversations
havestoppedasnocompanyhasanyideaon
what theywant to spend theirmoney right
now,”hesays.
Whenthenationwide lockdownwasan-

nounced onMarch 24,manymental practi-
tionersmovedtheirsessionsonline.Somebe-
ganhostinggrouplivesessionstohelppeople
learn copingmechanisms fromeach other.
Delhi-based clinical psychologist Nupur D
Paivasays, “Youcangaugepeople’sanxieties
onWhatsApp groups. By sending a series of
forwardedmessages,peoplearedischarging
their anxieties but that, in turn, is spreading
moreanxietyandfeedingtheirown,”shesays.
Babre says thenatureof calls receivedon

theTISShelplinehaschangedovertheperiod
ofthelockdown.“Theinitialpanicandanxiety
haveprogressedtohyper-vigilance,relatedto
theconsumptionofnews,”shesays.“Reading
thenewspaperwasthefirst thing Idid inthe
morning, but it is becomingdifficult to keep
upbecause thingsarechangingso fast,” says
Taneja.Onhiscounsellor’sadvice,henowde-
votes only 30minutes a day to reading the
news. Ithelpshimcopebetterwiththeanxi-
etythatarisesfromthenewscycle.Hehasalso
reducedhisscreentime.“Thefatigueofbeing
online constantly is setting in, so I’ve started
on activities that are not phone-related, like
journalingandreading,”hesays.
Relying on credible information sources

andnotonsocialmediais important,saysDr
Bansal. He has been advising his patients to
givetheirdaysastructure—maintainanoffice
routine,forinstance,eveniftheyclockinfewer

hours.“Thishelpsregulateoursleepandmeal
cycles,”hesays.
Forpeoplelivingalone,thelackofanemo-

tional support systemhas beenparticularly
difficult. Bengaluru-based curator Riddhi
Doshi (namechanged),29,speaksof losinga
sense of time in lockdown. “Lastweekend, I
endedupwatchingGilmoreGirls for21hours
straight. I got up only to drinkwater or feed
my cat. There is hardly any physical activity
andthereisnosenseofaccountability. Ihave
hadabreak-uprecentlyandmycompanyan-
nouncedapaycut.Weweren’teventold the
extentof it.Thebosseshaven’tcheckedonus
evenonce,norhavetheydiscussedanyplanof
action.Sometimes,Ifeellikemyheadisgoing
toexplode,”shesays.
Those livingwith families have issues of

their own. Conflicts have increased, notes
Noida-based clinical psychologist Divya
Parashar, as families are stuck at home.
“Suddenly,everyoneisineachother’sspaces.
Fathers don’t have any idea about hands-on
parenting; communications are breaking
down,”shesays.“Thosewhohavebeenused
toanactivesocial lifedon’tknowhowtodeal
withthedisruption.Peoplearealsoworrying
abouttheeconomicbacklash,”shesays.
Meanwhile,midway into the lockdown,

peoplearenoticingadipinproductivity.Atask
that takes a day to complete is taking three
now;manysaytheydon’tfeellikeworkingat
all.Attheendof theday,whenyoulookatall
that you did not do, a sense of guilt sets in.
Tanejaiscallingthephenomenonproductiv-
ity anxiety. “There is a sense among people
thatnowthatwehavemoretime,weshould
domorework. One has to realise this is not
summervacation, this isacrisis,”hesays.
However, there is a positive side to the

lockdown, too. “Somepeople spoke of how
theyfeelrelieved.Theyhavestressfuljobsand
werefacingaburnout.Butnow,becausethey
areworking fromhome, they are coming to
realise howanxious theywere before,” says
MahanandaBohidar,aChennai-basedcoun-
sellor. Ishani Badyal, psychotherapist at the
Bengaluru-basedHankNunnInstitute,anot-
for-profitmental-health organisation, says
manypeoplewhodidnothavethetimeorthe
headspace to seek therapy earlier are reach-
ingoutastheyfacefewerdistractions.
Sircar says she tells her patients to keep

aside a slot during the day for their “worry
time”. Bohidaracknowledgesthisisadifficult
time for all, even for thosewithoutmental
healthissues.Shehasbeenurgingherpatients
to accommodate little indulgent changes to
their routines— likewearing aperfumeone
usesonspecialoccasionsforadayofworking
from home or making a playlist of one’s
favouritesongsfromschoolorcollegedays.“I
also tellmypatients that it is okay if theyare
notdoinganythingandjustmanagingtosur-
vive the lockdown.This isanunprecedented
situation,oneshouldn’t judgeoneself fornot
makingthemostof it,”shesays.

Surbhi Gupta

M
YWEEKENDwas quite
bad”,saysNikhilTaneja,
33. “During theweek,
when I am clocking in
office hours, I have
something to focus on.

But, during theweekend,when I don’t have
much to do, I get very anxious,” says the
Mumbai-based entrepreneur andproducer.
“Andwhenyougoonlineandseepeopledo-
ing prettymuch everything that they have
everwantedtodo—learnanewskill,goback
toanoldhobbyortakeanonlinecourse—you
wonder about your own life. Justwhen you
thinkeveryone’sathome,sothereisn’tgoing
to be any FOMO (fear ofmissing out), there
comesthequarantineFOMO,”hesays.
Taneja had been struggling with

GeneralisedAnxietyDisorder (GAD) forover
threeyearsbutoverthelastonemonth,ithas
increasedmanifold. “Anxiety comes froma
placewhenyoudon’thavecontroloversitu-
ations, and, suddenly,we’re in themiddle of
apandemicandthereisanincredibleamount
of uncertainty all around,” he says.With his
parents inBahrainandbrother in theUnited
States,he’sbeenconstantlyconsumingnews
aboutCOVID-19.“Idon’tknowwhenwewill
beabletomeetnext,wheninternationaltravel
willbeallowed,”hesays.
Taneja is not alone. Ever since theworld

plunged into a crisis due to thenovel coron-
avirus, COVID-19, and countrieswent into
lockdown, there has been a rise inmental
healthissuesacrosstheglobe.“Mentalhealth
issues are another pandemic running paral-
lelly to COVID-19,” saysDrNaveenKumarC,
head, community psychiatry unit, National
InstituteofMentalHealthandNeuroSciences
(NIMHANS),Bengaluru.TheIndianPsychiatry
Societyhasnoticedasteepriseinthenumber
of patients suffering frommental health is-
suesafter theoutbreak.Arecentsurveycon-
ducted by themhas revealed that there has
beena20per cent rise in cases,with at least
one in five Indianssuffering fromsomeform
of anxiety or depression. TheMinistry of
Health and FamilyWelfare has issued advi-
sories in this regard, with assistance from
NIMHANS,which includesadviceonhowto
handleisolationandavoidfakenews.Thein-
stitute also set up a helpline about amonth
agoandhas receivedover11,000 calls since;
over 250mental-health professionals have
been attending these calls fromall over the
country. “Initially, people who called ex-
pressedmedical problems and logistical is-
sues, but over time, themain issues arepsy-
chological— fear, panic and anxiety over an
unforeseensituation.Sincemanyoutpatient
departments are closed, patients are also
reachingouttohelplinestogetfreshprescrip-
tions,”saysDrKumarC.
Apart from their usual helplines, Tata

InstituteofSocialScience(TISS),Mumbai,has
also launched anewone toprovide psycho-
social support duringCOVID-19. “This could
berelatedtomentalhealth,domesticviolence,
familyconflicts,gettingfoodorfreshprescrip-
tions.Ourvolunteersspeakinninelanguages,
including Tamil, Malayalam, Gujarati and
Konkani,” says Tanuja Babre, project coordi-
nator. The team answers around 100 calls
daily.
This inability to faceup towhat is anun-

precedentedsituationistakingitstollonpeo-
ple across theworld. The death of Thomas
Schaefer, the financeminister of Germany’s
Hessestate—thefinancialcapitalofthecoun-
try—who committed suicide lastmonth as
hewasdeeplyworriedovertheeconomicfall-
out of the pandemic points at the far-reach-
ingconsequencesofCOVID-19.InIndia,a50-
year-oldman in Andhra Pradesh’s Chittoor
district tookhis life in early February—even
beforecasesbegantobereportedinthecoun-
try — after he was convinced that he had
COVID-19.Delhisawa23-year-oldmanjump
to his death from the seventh floor of
SafdarjungHospitalinMarch.Hewasadmit-
ted to the isolationward andwas tested for
the virus after he complained of a headache
at the airport on returning fromSydney.His
resultscameoutnegativeeventually.
Mentalhealthpractitionersacknowledge

the spike in anxiety andworry over the re-
lapseofsymptomsinpatients.“It’sdefinitely
gottenworseforpeoplewhohaveanxietydis-
orders,obsessivecompulsivedisorders(OCD)
anddepression.Itiscommonplaceforpeople
withsevereanxietytoconstantlylivewiththe
fear that theworstwill happen to them.The
outbreakhasonlyamplifiedtheirsymptoms.
Patientsnow fear that either theywill be in-
fectedortheywillinfecttheircloseones,”says
Anupriya Sircar, clinical psychologist atMax
Healthcare,Delhi. Someof herpatientshave
been expressing feelings of guilt for talking
about their problems at a timewhen the
worldisfacingacrisis.“Itellthemthatjustbe-
causethere isabiggerproblem, itdoesn’t in-
validatehowthey’refeeling,”shesays.
What this has resulted in, says Dr

Shwetank Bansal, consulting psychiatrist at
Delhi’sBLKSuperSpecialtyHospital, isapos-
sibilityforpatientstotakeastep backinterms
of their progress. “Normally, as part of ther-
apy,wetellpatientstotryandrejectthecata-
strophic scenarios their negative thoughts
paintforthemandembracearealisticviewof
theworld.Duetotheoutbreak,theworst-case
scenario is in front of themand this leads to
increased anxiety. That’swhere the therapy
foranxietyfalters,specificallywithrespectto
GAD,” he says. For someonewith cleaning
compulsions, common treatment includes
“exposure and response prevention”—pa-
tients are taught to expose themselves to
repetitive intrusive thoughts but not to re-
spond to themwithaction. “Weask themto
not wash their hands, for instance, and to
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The lockdown to prevent the

spread of COVID-19 has led to

a spike in mental health issues.

From patients regressing in their

treatment to people with no

prior history finding themselves

unable to cope with the

uncertainty, notes from an

anxious world

Some people have been expressing

guilt for talking about their problems

in the middle of a pandemic. But just

because there is a bigger problem, it

doesn’t invalidate their feelings

Anupriya Sircar
Clinical psychologist at Max Healthcare, Delhi
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A Recipe for
Disaster
In the time of COVID-19, the

trending of #foodporn points to a

glaring inequality

T
HEINFAMOUSRule#34,oneof theolder
memesof theinternet,boldlyproclaims,“If itex-
ists, thereispornof it”.Overmorethanadecade,
thistongue-in-cheek(nopornographicrefer-

enceintended)adagehasbornewitnesstothefactthat
theinternethasbeenhometoexpressionswhichdon’t
findplaceinthemainstream.Socreativehasbeenthis
genrethatporndoesn’t justrefertosexanymore. Internet
porn(asopposedtopornontheinternet—gofigure)of-
tenbecomesawayofdescribingusercontentthatdefies
regulationandfindscreativeexpressions.Thus, tryingto
findthe“pornof it” indifferentoptions—TetrisBlocks,
GummiBears,HelloKitty,andN95masks—haveall
foundtheiroftenfunny,oftenNSFWbizarrerenderings.
Oneof thehashtagsthat Ihavebeenfollowingonline

hasbeen#foodporn.No, it isnotwhatyouthink.While
thecorrelationbetweenfoodandsexhasbeenlongex-
ploitedbymanytextsoneroticism,#foodpornreferstoa
particulargenreof Instagramimagerywhichstagesfood
asanobjectof sensualdesireratherthannutrition.AsI
havewrittenbefore,#foodpornmarksaparticularcondi-
tionofplenty. It reflectsanaestheticisationof food—fil-
teredinall its full-frontalglory—thatnolongerhasto
worryaboutthemorebanalandquotidiananxietiesof
hungerornutrition.Therestaurant imagesofappetising
food,matchedby“homechefs”recreatingmasterful
disheshavecontributedhugelytothisgenre.However,
theobscenityof#foodporncomestotheforewhenyou
getdishesthatarestagedonlytobephotographed,notto
beeaten.Therehasbeenagrowingcritiqueof#foodporn
influencersaddingcolours,additives,plasticandinedible
componentssothatthefoodphotographsbetter,onlyto
throwitawayoncetheimagehasbeencaptured.
InthetimesofCorona, though,#foodpornhastakena

differentconnotationentirely.Astheprivilegedlockdown
afterstockpiling,oursocial-mediastreamshavebecome
anobscenitythatoscillatesbetweenthesetwoextremes.
Hereisasamplefrommyfeedlastweek. Ihavebeen

signedontogroupswherepeoplearediscussinghow
theyshallusetheir freetimetobecomemasterchefs. In
anothergroup,noobsexperimentwithingredients,
tellinghowtheybravedthepressurecookerandthrew
awayentirecontainersofgrainsandvegetablesthatthey
abusedintheirexperiments. Inyetanothergroup, in-
tendedforsimplerecipesforourcomplicatedtimes, there
areconstantpostsaboutpeopledisplayingthereservesof
staplestheyhavebutarestuckbecauseoneortwofresh
ingredientsaremissing. Innormaltimes, thiswouldhave
beenbusinessasusual—afterall,whatwastheinternet
for, ifnot forcuteanimalsandfood(andthepornof it)?
However,theseactsofnormalbusinessfeelterrifyingly

obscenebecauseeveryother#foodpornpostispunctu-
atedbypicturesofmigrantswalkinghome—without
food,withoutmeans, infearofpoliceviolence.Forevery
perfectlyphotographeddish,therearereportsofmillions
ofpeopleexperiencinghunger,malnutrition,and, insome
cases,deathinthefaceof thisunplannedlockdown.The
storiesofgoodSamaritansdoingfooddistributionand
communitiesstrugglingtotakecareof itsmostvulnerable
tricklein,buttheyseemtohavenobearingsonthedeluge
of#foodpornthatcontinuestounapologetically,without
reflexivityorirony,floodtimelines. Idonotintendto
shamepeoplewhoare, inthecomfortof theirprivileges,
fillingtheirtimewithdoingsomethingasbasicascooking
andfindingjoyandsolidarityinit.ButIhavetoadmitthat
thisfeelsobscenetome—thiscapacitytomarvelinthe
spectacleof foodandtoemergeheroicwhenyoumastera
newrecipeorfindareplacementforaningredientthathas
disappearedfromtheshelf.
Wealwaysknewthattheinternetwasaspaceof in-

equality.Evenatthebestof times, theparadoxof those
whoindulgeonthewebandthosewhostruggletobear
theburdenof itsunfoldingarestark.But inthesetimesof
crises, it,perhaps,becomesaspaceofobscenity,where
thoseofuswhocan,aregoingtoignoretherealworldand
liveinourfilteredbubbles,and,well,produce#foodporn.
Iwonder,darkly, if thereisalreadyapornofmigrants
walkinghome,dyingof starvation.Knowingthedeprav-
ityof theinternet, thereisachancethat itexists.Because
Rule#34.

NishantShah
NishantShah isaprofessorof
newmediaandtheco-
founderofTheCentre for
Internet&Society,Bengaluru

DIGITAL
NATIVE

S P O T L I G H T10
EYE , THE SUNDAY EXPRESS MAGAZINE

APRIL 26, 2020

● ● ●

#foodpornreflectsan

aestheticisationof foodthatnolonger

hastoworryaboutthemorequotidian

anxietiesofhunger
● ● ●

GETTYIMAGES

FULL CIRCLE

Vigilance, kindness,

solidarity,

responsibility and

love are the only

ways we can try to

beat this epidemic

Manjiri Indurkar

A FEWdays before lockdown, when I was
abouttoleaveformyeveningwalkwithBaba,
I lookedatmyparentsas theyweredrinking
their tea and said, “Perhapswe shouldn’t go
for thesewalks for a fewweeks. There is too
muchexposure,itjustdoesnotfeelsafe.”“But
wedon’ttalktoanyonethere,”saidBaba.But
he does, hemeets his friends, shakes their
handsandpatstheirbacks.WhenIpointedit
out, he refusedpointblank. “I don’tdo that, I
justmindmyownbusiness.” Ididn’t seeany
point inarguingfurther.
SinceCOVID-19wasrecognisedasaglobal

pandemic,my friends and I, in India and in
countriesaroundtheworld,arebeingforced
toparentourparents.Afriendinlocked-down
Spainsaysheronlyworryisforherparentsin
India. If things go out of hand,whowill take
careofthem?Anotherfriend,wholivesinthe
US,wasgladthathisfatherwaswithhim,but
hisvisaisabouttoexpireandheneedstolook
into that.Overnight,wehavehadtobecome
the responsible ones— researching all the
ways inwhich the virus spreads, regularly
washinghandsandenforcingsocialdistanc-
ing.Andthenthereareourparents,whojust
don’tseemtobetakingthisseriouslyenough,
choosingignoranceoveranxiety.
Ourgrandparentswho lived through the

Partition, our parentswho sawseveralwars
in the ’60s, ’70s and in ’99, who have lived
throughtheEmergency,areof thefirmbelief
that they have seen a lot, and comeout of it
alive.Someofthemhaven’tbeenabletoadjust
tothe ideaof ageingall thatwell.Mymother
coloursherhair,usestoomanycreamstohide

signsofageing.Ifourparentshaven’taccepted
ageing yet, itwill be hard for them to accept
parentingfromtheirkids,becauseif theyare
stillyoung,wearestillchildren.
Mymotherworks at the Life Insurance

Corporationof India andwas still going in to
work before the nationwide lockdownwas
announced. “It’s March, financial closing
month, I can’t take leave,” she insisted.This, I
suppose, is life coming full circle:we disre-
spectedourparents,didn’tthinkmuchbefore
disregardingtheiradviceonthings,andnow
the tables have turned. And it is frustrating.
TherearepeopleatAai’sworkplacewhodid-

n’t cancel their holidays even though itwas
increasingly becoming clear that COVID-19
wasapandemic.Now,beforeyoujudgethem,
thereasonwhytheycouldn’tcanceltheirhol-
iday despite the corona scarewas that their
travel company, a well-known one, offers
these holiday packages that can only be
availedwithin a certain timeperiod.Money
isprecious,especiallywhenyoudon’thavea
lotof it.Butisitmorevaluablethanourlives?
That is something I finda lot ofmiddle-class
familiesaroundmearestrugglingwith.
FormyAaitothinkthatthefinancialyear

closing ismore important than getting her

cough checked is baffling tomebut normal
to her.When I openmymouth to respond,
shetellsmethat Ineedtostopoverreacting;
herbloodpressureishighasitis.Shelooksat
meandsays, “All yourcorona talk ismaking
me hypertensive.” Now that I have been
blamed for her highBP, I better not say any-
thingaboutCOVID-19fora fewdays!
Recently, in his essay in The NewYorker,

Michael Schulmanwrote about his parents.
Whenheaskedthemtonotgotorestaurants
orworkandtosit athomeandwatchTV,his
mother respondedtohis textswithasarcas-
tic“Thanks,Mom”.Muchliketheglobalpan-
demicwearein,theBabyBoomerreactionto
thesituationalsohasaglobal feel to it.
COVID-19isteachingmethesalientpoints

ofparenting:yourchildrenarenotalwaysgo-
ingtolistentoyou,soyouhavetokeeprepeat-
ing yourself. Sometimes, youhave to be the
badguyinthehousetosavethemfromthem-
selves. If you aren’t one of those obnoxious
peopleonTwittercallingCOVID-19“Boomer
Remover”, Ihopeyouarerelentlessly talking
to your parents even if they don’t listen.
Vigilance, kindness, solidarity, responsibility
andlovearetheonlywayswecantrytobeat
thisepidemic.
Yesterday,whenmymother toldme she

ismakingmesomehaldidoodh,ItoldherIwill
drinkitonlyifshemakesitforeveryone.Baba
laughed loudlywhen he heardme and re-
mindedmeofhow,asachild,Iusedtodismiss
theirpleasaboutmilk.Ilaughedwithhimand
saidyes,thingshavechanged.Nowdrinkyour
milkandgotobed.

Manjiri Indurkarisafreelancewriterandpoetbased

inJabalpur

OkayBoomer,WeNeed to Talk
How to talk your parents through a pandemic
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Vatsala Mamgain

A
DEADLIERVIRUS thanCOVID-
19has unleashed its ownpan-
demic—the IHaveDiscovered
theMeaning of Life Pandemic.
Unlike COVID-19, symptoms

appearuniversally,and,oncurrentevidence,
maypersist forever.Asaninfectee, therefore,
I feel compelled to share all the knowledge I
havegainedinlockdownforthepasthundred
weeks.Alltheepiphaniesthatoccurredtome
asIleaptoutofbedwild-eyedat7.55amforan
8amZoomcallandtheperspectiveIhavegot
by being imprisonedwithout parole with
thoseIlovemostintheworld—here’sallthat
hard-wonwitandwisdom—yoursfor free:

■ Speaking from experience, there has
neverbeenabettertimetobesimple-minded.
Avideothatrepurposesmen’sunderwearas
afacemaskwithavoiceoverinsophisticated
Punjabi explaining “facemask ki recipe” has
hadme laughingharder than I ever laughed
pre-lockdown. For those of uswhohave in-
nermorons,hugthemtight,theywillgetyou
through this terrible time. Or, theymaynot,
but theywill help you laugh a lotmore than
those Nobel Prize-winners among us (you
knowwho you are, don’t be shy) who are
analysingepidemiologypatternsandpredict-
ingtheimpactofCOVID-19ontheeconomy.

■ There is no good face-mask “look”. A
mask should actually be the great equaliser.
Sincenoone’sattractivenessispredicatedon
their forehead, theoretically, inmasks, even

thosewho look like rotting cabbages should
be on a level-playing field with Scarlett
Johansson.Right?Well,intherock-paper-scis-
sors gameof ugly vsbeauty vsmask, beauty
beatsugly,maskswampsbeauty,but,inatri-
umphof justice, ugly beatsmask.What this
meansis thateveryoneinamasklooks likea
criminal,butit’stiered. Iamaboveaveragein
myabilitytoterrorisebystandersinamask;I
look like a petty thugwho vandalises chil-
dren’s parks and spray-
paints arrow-struck
hearts and writes “I
luvvvvvuuuuu Jaaaniya”
onthemerry-go-round.

■ The virus has im-
pacted the comprehen-
sion skills of usmiddle-
class Indians. The
government has been
telling us 30hours a day,
everyday, towashhands
frequently, not touch our
facesandavoidcontactwithothers.Theyhave
donethisbyambushingeveryphonecalland
having amanwith a hacking paroxysmal
coughprovideasneakpeekintowhatawaits
usifwedon’tlisten.However,wehaveunder-
stoodthistomeanweshouldstockpileallthe
sanitisersandmaskswepossiblycanso that
thepeoplewhoneedthemmosthavenoac-
cesstothem.Themorewehearthemanhack
down thephone line, themorewe compre-
henditasanexhortationtoteachthemedical
communityalessontheywillneverforget,not
justbystealingtheirsuppliesbutbyalsokick-

ingthemoutof their rentedhomesandstig-
matising them.Well played,middle-class
India—wereallyare thesaltof theearth!

■ Pandemics don’t change people; they
justmake themasundriedversionof them-
selves. You know how sundried tomatoes
tastemuchmore of tomatoes than actual
tomatoes do?Well, becomingwhowebasi-
callyareiswhatwecanexpect inthiscrisis.

■ When people say their bandwidth
won’t allowvideoduring
aZoomcall, they’re lying.
They just don’twant you
to see the beer glass, the
unwashed, feral children
ortheclotheslyingevery-
where. The reason my
Wi-Fi bandwidth is so
abysmal is because my
hair looks like a small
furry animal wandered
ontomyscalpandelectro-
cuteditself.

■ It’s prettymiraculous howquickly na-
tureheals itselfwhenhumansget outof the
way. The Yamuna,whichwas the colour of
sludge,isnowasblueastheseaatSeychelles,
and have you seen that sweet photo of the
Himalayan goats ambling about the aban-
donedstreetsofWales?Since,asahumanbe-
ing, it ismyrighttotakenature’smiracles for
granted, and also because competitive
wankery inWhatsApp forwards is now an
Olympic-level sport, nature better not stop
there.Withtheextendedlockdown,we’dbet-
terbeseeingWhatsAppforwardsofGirlions

in the Sunderbans andMount Everest being
visible fromLonavla, or else this “planet re-
generatingitself”stuffwon’tcutitanylonger.

■ Intelligenceistheabilitytoholdtwoop-
posing ideas in yourmind at the same time
andstill retain theability to function.By that
logic,weareallbrilliant.Howhardhousework
has been for all of us in lockdown is exactly
equaltoourbeliefthatthepeoplewhogener-
ally do it for us do absolutely no work.
Rememberwhat I said about this pandemic
revealing the essence of ourselves? By that
logicweareallclaimantstothethroneofsun-
driedasseswithgeniusIQ.

■ Pets and plants are better lockdown
companions thanmost people. No one has
wantedtothrowlargehouseholdappliances
at either their pets orplants. Also, unlike the
peoplemostof usarenowimprisonedwith,
plants and pets don’t need chickenmomos
andmargheritapizzaforthemtothrive.

■ Whatevergetsyouthroughthesedays
iswhatyouneedtodo.Ifit’ssanitisingthedoor
knobs 10 times and still using your elbow to
openthedoors,that’sfine.Moderateamounts
ofcautionandimmoderateamountsofalco-
hol?Go for it!Unlimited snacksandendless
screentime?Great!Theonlyruleoflockdown
life is to thinkof all thepeopleon theTitanic
andwhat theymayregretdoingandnotdo-
ing—and let thatbeyourguide. So reach for
the cake, the hugs, the kids and somekind-
ness...andseeyouontheotherside!

VatsalaMamgainisaglutton,cook,runner,tree

lover,shopper,reader,andtalker
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This Season, a
Harvest of Hate
The political and the personal come

together inextricably in this debut novel

Sukrita Baruah

THEWEEKI readTheAlchemyof Secrets, 85-year-oldAkbari
Begumdied insideherburninghome innortheastDelhi. Itwas
later foundthatamongst thosearrested for settingherhome
ablazewere twobrothers in their twenties. Theseyoungmen
wereherneighbours,whowouldgreetherwhentheywould
seeher in the locality.
Asthedebrisofhorrificviolencewassweptfromthenarrow

lanesandbloodscrubbedoff thefloorsofhouses intheweeks
followingtheriots inthenationalcapital,alsofoundwerethe
charredremainsofabodybarely identifiableasthatofahuman.
Atthetimeofwritingthereview,thefamilyof23-year-old
MohsinAliwereyettoreceiveamedicalconfirmationthatthose
remains-foundinsidehisguttedcar—wereindeedhis.Hewas
anoffice-bearerof theBJP’sminoritycell inUttarPradesh.
Thecentral eventsof PriyaBalasubramanian’sbookplayout

inBengaluru,during thesocio-political churn in theaftermath
of theBabriMasjiddemolition—faraway fromthephysical
theatreof thedemolition. InFebruary, thesteadybuild-upof
communalpolarisation inourcountryonceagain reacheda
feverpitchanderupted inbloodand fire. Thedeathsof aged
Akbari andyoungMohsin reflect the threadat theverycoreof
thisbook: thechillingproximityandconsequencesof political,
communalandcasteviolence.
Thoughdifferent chaptersof thebookare told throughdif-

ferent characters, thecentral character is ayoungwoman,who
wasbroughtup inaBrahminhousehold inBengaluruand
movedtoCalifornia. She isat the intersectionof thenarrative,
that isbothan intimatememoiranda familyhistorydisfigured

by thisviolence.
While threedifferent timelines

unfurl simultaneously throughthe
book, thereare twoprimarystory-
lines set in twodifferent times. In
one, theviolenceplaysoutprimarily
in thedomestic setting—through
thedeeplyentrenchedcasteismina
home inruralKarnataka. In thesec-
ond, thestage is larger—in the form
of themobilisationofmilitantpoliti-
calHinduism—but theripplesare
felt justas closely.
Wereadthedramasof thestory-

linesthroughvariouseyesof the
samefamily inashiftingnarrative—
anelderlyproprietorialBrahminma-
triarchwhoisalsoanurturinggrand-
mother;aharrowedandsubdued
wifeanddaughter-in-law;aninse-

cureopportunistbearingthesensethathehasbeenwrongedby
theworld;andthedisplacedyoungwomanalternatelyscratch-
ingandhealingherscars.Theyareoureyesbuttheyarealsoall
eithercomplicit inorresponsibleforthehorrorswewitness.And
thosewhoarenotdirectlycomplicitcanbewhiskedawaytodis-
tant landstoforget,whiletheMuslimandlower-castevictims
bearthefullbruntof thedrama.
There isamarkeddifference inhowtheviolencebornof so-

cial fissures treatsourprotagonistandthosedear toherbut lo-
cateddifferently inthesocialmap,somethingthat requiresa
deeperacknowledgment.Thiscomplication is truest formein
thetreatmentofwhoIreadas thethorniestcharacter inthe
book—Ajji.
It is anabsorbing read,madeall themorerealby thenews

cycle fromDelhiearlier thisyearbefore thepandemic tookover
theworld. Structurally, both theprimarystorylinesclimax far
before thebookends,making itdragbeyond its life. Therewere
multiplepointsatwhich this storycouldhavebeenconcluded.
Yet, itendsatwhatstruckmeasadisingenuousnote—hint-

ingatabetter tomorrow, latent intheyouthfulenergyofmetro-
politanbustle.Ourwinterofdiscontentandspringof carnage
indicatesa farmoretroublesomelinkbetweenthat timeinour
nation’spastandourpresent,andourpresentandour future.
Thebook’s shiftingnarrationalso falterswhenthepointof

viewinexplicably shifts acoupleof times toothercharacters for
dramaticeffect. This couldhaveaddedmore texture to thenar-
rative,bringing inanewstandpoint, anadditional layer to the
turmoilwewitness.However, thedevicecomesoff asgim-
mickywithoutadding to thestorytelling.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta

I
N THE Mirror and the Light, Hilary
Mantel’s incandescentmasterpiece,
and the conclusion to the trilogy that
includesWolfHall(2009)andBringUp
the Bodies (2012), wemeet Thomas

Cromwell at the execution of Queen Anne
Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII.
Cromwell,thesonofaviolentblacksmith,has,
throughsheerwill,ruthlessness,intelligence,
inventiveness,intrigueandingenuitybecome
themostpowerfulman inEngland. “Even in
the Republic of Virtue youneed amanwho
will shovel up the shit, and somewhere it is
writtenthatCromwellishisname.”HenryVIII
cannotfunctionwithouthim.HeisLordofthe
PrivySeal,butnotitlecandescribehispower.
Nothing in England is untouched by it. He
arranges brides for kings. He makes and
breaksalliances.Heleviestaxes.Hecausesre-
bellionsandsuppressesthem.Hecontrolsthe
circulationofgoods.Hecontrolsinformation
that allows him to preempt plots andhatch
them.HedirectsthecourseoftheChurchand
thefortuneofchurchmen.Heredefinesfaith.
Hecommandspowerover life itself, sending
themightiest to theTower if not thegallows.
Hemakesthestatetick,inallitsgoreandglory.

Or,soitseems.
Meanwhile,thereisHenryVIII,navigating

thetensionbetweentheomnipotencethata
sovereign trying to remake theworld has to
project, and the near impotence he displays
insettlinghisfamilyaffairsandthequestionof
succession. Cromwell offersHenry both the
solace and the inspiration, “Yourmajesty is
theonlyPrince, theMirrorandLightofother
Kings.” But you cannot shake off the feeling
that Cromwell is the realmirror, someone
whosesuperabundant life reflectseverysin-
glecontradictionofsociety:theembodiment
ofMachiavellianism,whosepietyseemsgen-
uine; the self-made centre of power,who is
oftenputinhisplacebecauseofhislowlyori-
gins; themanwith a brutal childhood striv-
ing to be tenderwith his own children; the
manofactionwhoiscapableofunusualself-
reflection; themanwhoisdeeplysteeped in
the cynicismof social and political life, and
hauntedbythethoughtofjustifyinghislifeto
theMaker. There is a characterwho prides
himself onnot lettingthepastbeafetter,but
who is haunted by ghosts of the past. And
then, there is the ultimate irony: theman
whoseintelligencerendersallofsocietytrans-
parenttohimfailstoreadthoseclosesttohim;
a fateheshareswithHenry.Canall the intel-
ligence and power in theworld secure us

againsttheopacityofotherhumanbeings?
Whatseems,atfirstglance,justavirtuoso

Englishhistoricalnovel,slowlyandunexpect-
edlyacquiresadepth thatgoes to thecoreof
humanexistence.Forall its lightlyexpressed
seriousness, the novel is sheer fun. It has
swashbuckling and incrediblywitty inter-
change that sustain youpage after page. It is
theveritablesagaofacountryinthemaking,
astheologicalwars,pettyintrigues,diplomatic
manoeuvres,disease,politicaleconomy,court
intrigues and class distinctions provide a
headymixtothestory.Awholeworldcomes
alivewith almost cinematic precision. But
Mantelcarriesherlearninglightly,andtherich
historicaltexture,thepreciselyhoneddescrip-
tionsneverweighdownthedrama.Herskill
isprecisely to turnhistoricaldetail intocom-
pellinghumandrama.Thenovelisrichinde-
tail.Oneofthenovel’sextraordinaryqualities
isthatnodetailseemssuperfluous—theirsig-
nificanceunfolds later.
All greatnovels are, at their core, brilliant

pieces of moral psychology.Mantel slowly
peels the layersof eachof thecharactersand
they acquire an inner depth that takes this
novel to newheights. Not a single character,
male or female,master or servant, or even
oneswho aremere cameos, are caricatures.
Mantelcancreatewholepsychologicalworlds

in two sentences.Manyof the set pieces are
haunting in their power: the execution of
Anne Boleyn, Henry’s reckoningwith the
questionofKing’sTwoBodies:HenrytheMan
andHenry theMonarch, the traumaaround
QueenJaneSeymour’sdeath. ButCromwell’s
last journey,whenthefullmeasureofhis life
comesback tohaunthim,will surely rankas
one of the greatest scenes in all of literature.
Between Cromwell’s prayers runs a line of
verse:“ButhowthatisIleavetoyou/Judgeasye
list, falseortrue/Yeknownomorethanaforeye
knew/Yet IamasIamwhateverensue.”
Cromwell’s world knew something the

modernworld, in its conceit, thinks it in-
vented:theradicalcontingencyofeverything.
Forusmoderns,contingencyisanidea;forthe
Tudors,itwasacondition,asnoonecouldul-
timately resist the ravages of fortune. In the
sagaofCromwellsnatchingsnippetsoforder
and personal advancement in this radically
contingentworld,Mantel has created a tour
de force. It is notmuchof an exaggeration to
saythatTheMirrorandtheLightisastrongcon-
tenderforoneofthemostdramaticallyevoca-
tive,descriptivelypitch-perfect,andhumanly
profoundnovelseverwritten.

PratapBhanuMehtaiscontributingeditor,

TheIndianExpress

Richa Jha

I HAVE an annual ritual of plonkingmyself
amongthecartons foramanualcountof the
stockofourPickleYolk titleseveryMarch31.
Wearesmallenoughyettohandleitwithout
much ado. This year, the 31st has rolled into
the15thofthenextmonthandthestoreroom
remains unopened. Theworld is besetwith
graveconcernsandmine is a simpleenough
problemthatcanwait.
Business foroneandall in thepublishing

industryhascometoaneerie,achingstandstill
andnooneiswillingtohazardaguessonthe
whenorhowof therevival. I reachout tomy
colleaguesinchildren’spublishingtoseehow
they are faring. Independent publishers all,
our email conversations end up being pre-
dictable enough.We are all strugglingwith
theuncertaintiestoacommonexternalprob-
lem,theextentvaryingwithoursizeandscale
ofoperation.
Atthecore,thelockdownhashitthepub-

lisherswhere it hurts themost—by cutting
offallonlineandofflinesale,distributionand
revenueoptions.“Theimmediateimpacthas
beenoncollections,”saysPranavSingh,pub-
lisher, Ponytale Books. “March-Mayof every
year iswhenmost independents are able to
getthebulkoftheirpayments.Asaresult,our
biggestworry is tobeable topay royalties to
ourauthorsontime.”
Besides, publishers have had to cancel

bookeventsandputonholdallplannednew
releasesata timethat is typically thebusiest

and themost lucrative for children’s books.
“Oneof thekeyseasonsforus is thesummer
holidays,” says Singh. “Thiswill be impacted
severelygoingforward.”
TulikaBookscancelledthelaunchofZakir

and his Tabla by Sandhya Rao and Priya
Kuriyan. “(It) was scheduled for before the
lockdown,” says RadhikaMenon, publisher,
TulikaBooks. “Weweredoing itatourbook-
storeandas it lookedlike itwasgoingtobea
packedevent,we thought it best to cancel it.
(Socialdistancing)hadn’tyetbecomemanda-
tory, but reading about how the viruswas
spreadingwaswarningenough,”sheadds.
Thereisacollectivedisquietamongthein-

dependentpublishersthatiscompellingusto
look for answers to themost fundamental
questionoflastingoutthiswaitingperiod.“For
independents, the loss of momentumwill
meanthatwehavetoliterallystartafreshand
I see that happening only fromOctober this
year.Thekeyistosurvivetillthen,”saysSingh.
Forpublishersofprintedchildren’sbooks,

theinterimsurvivalistakingoncreativeforms
online.Withseveraloftheminitiatingauthor
readingsandopeninteractionswiththeircre-
ators,it’saveritableonlinelitfestfeastofsorts.
KaradiTales,forinstance,hashadahandsome
line-upof authors, storytellers and artists as
partoftheir‘KathawithKaradi’FacebookLive
sessions.Karadi’sothercommendablefeathas
been creating Farmer Falgu Stays at Home, a
freee-titleandanaudiobookintheirhugely-
loved Farmer Falgu series by Chitra Sounder
andKanikaNair, especially for the lockdown
period, inamatterof less thanaweek.Katha

India’s latest e-release The Mystery of the
Missing SoapbyGeetaDharmarajan, again a
free resource, is another timely read on the
uncertaintiesaroundthepandemic.
IamespeciallyexcitedtohearaboutTulika

Books’ ever-popular Thumb Thumb series of
10 books going online one byone, complete
with engaging activities. PrathamBooks is
planning to revive their ‘Missed Call Do
KahaaniSuno’,too,wherechildrengettolisten
to their favourite stories in the language of
their choice over an IVR. The Book Lovers’
ProgramforSchools (BLPS), sisterconcernof
theBengaluru-basedindependentpublisher
Ms.Moochie,isrunningonlinesessionsevery
day for the children they normally serve via
schools,alongsideholdingteachersessions.
Byeveryindication,thepublishingworld

will takea long time to recover fromthe im-

Not a Fairy Tale
How publishing for children in India is coping with the

crisis generated by COVID-19

pact of not just the lockdownbut theoverall
COVID-19-ledslowdown.Andprintedbooks
will facemostof itsbrunt. “Wehave to think
of alternative strategies.We are thinking of
digitalbooksbuthowwell theydoandwhat
the loopholes are remains to be seen,” says
Menon.Couldafreshstarttakeonmoreopen,
equitableformsofhowcontentisaccessedby
readers? “We canhope that itwillmove, as
scientistsarestartingto,toaDRM-freemodel
andarejiggingoftheideaofownershipofma-
terial;butdoesthatfitcapitalism'stightening
noose?”asksUrvashiButaliaofZubaan.
Perhaps, something like PrathamBooks’

open licensing of the content through their
online StoryWeaver platform is a possible
model formorepublishers to follow, though
itdoescomewithitsownpracticalquestions
of the funding.With its free, open access to

19,000 storybooks in 230 languages,
StoryWeaversawanincreaseof143percent
inthereadershiplastmonthalone.It’seasyto
seehowthesebooksarefillinginforthesud-
dengapinaccesstophysicalbooks.
Intensivecritical rethinking isalsoessen-

tial for children’s publishing to question the
horrors of social inequalities in our country
that gets thrownupwith amind-numbing
frequencywitheachnewcrisis. “Wehaveal-
readyseenhowtheimpactofunplanned,neg-
ligentpolicydecisionsfallsdisproportionally
onwomenandmarginalisedgroups,andthe
last fewweeks have been a horrific and ex-
treme illustration of this,” said Butalia. “Our
workwillalwaysbe interlacedwiththecon-
textof this region,andsoourpublishingand
ethicsmustengagewith the fraughtconver-
sations about the structural inequalities that
havebeencriminallyignoredintheresponse
tothispandemic,”sheadds.
This shouldbetrue forallof us.Ourpost-

recoveryworld cannot look like the one it is
isolatingitselffrom.Thenearfuturewillmost
certainly not be anything like the past and I
see that as an opportunity. The crisis has
showntheworld itsunpreparedness forand
its indifference to unresolved aspects of in-
equality,humanmigration,globalisation,au-
thoritarianism,wildanimaltrade,racismand
more. I hopewe do see a paradigm shift in
drawingupourpublishingplanforchildren’s
titlesbyaddressingthese;weowethistoour
youngreaders.
Morethaneverbefore,ourchildrenareso-

cially awareandenvironmentally conscious.
Morethaneverbefore,theyaretheonesask-
ingustoughquestions.Andso,morethanever
before,weneedtogive thembookstheycan
relate to and engagewith. This, therefore, is
whereweinthechildren’sbookindustrymust
makethepennydrop.

RichaJhaisanauthorandthefounderand

publisherofPickleYolkBooks

SEASONS OF

CHANGE

More than ever

before, our children

are socially aware

and environmentally

conscious. Books for

them must

acknowledge that

THEALCHEMYOF
SECRETS
PRIYA
BALASUBRAMANIAN

Context
312 pages
` 399
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THOSEMONTHS,
THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented
lockdown,sport is staringat
unfathomabledespair. Indian
athletes, though,havegiventhe
countryreasonstorejoice inthe
past.The IndianExpress looksback
atabunchof thesememories.

In a chatwith
SHAMIK
CHAKRABARTY, fast
bowler
SSREESANTH
relives the rolehe
played in India’s first-ever Test
matchwinonSouthAfrican soil, at
theWanderers in2006.
READTHESTORYON

indianexpress.com

@indianexpress.com
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THESUNDAYEXPRESS,APRIL26,2020 “It (coronavirus) needs tobe completely

eradicatedor comedown90-95per cent
because if it keeps on increasing the
playerswill be afraid to comeout to the
path, go to the field, go to thedressing
roomsor changing rooms.”

YUVRAJSINGH

MIHIRVASAVDA
NEWDELHI, APRIL25

IN THE summer of 2013, whenGreek foot-
ball officials submitted the list of licensed
footballclubsinthecountry’stopdivisionto
UEFA, thenameof oneof theirmost storied
and prominent clubs was missing: AEK
Athens. It wasn’t an error. Instead, amidst
mounting debts, wavering sponsors and
dwindling stadium attendance, the eight-
time champions of Greece had declared
bankruptcy and decided to start from
scratch,opting toplay in the third tier.
AEKweren’t the only side crippled be-

cause of the financialmeltdown in Greece,
which,accordingtotheNewYorkTimes,be-
camethe‘centreofEurope’sdebtcrisisafter
theWall Street collapsed in 2008’. Player
wages in several countrieswerehalvedand
clubs went into administration. But AEK
wereamongtheworsthit.
Now,withanother financial crisis loom-

ing due to the coronavirus pandemic, it is
feared that this time, many more teams,
leagues and countriesmight be impacted.
Simon Chadwick, director of the Centre for
Eurasian Sport Industry at Lyon-based
Emlyon Business School, foresees a post-
pandemic scenario where “big, commer-
ciallysuccessfulsportswillsurvivebutevery-
oneelsewill suffer.”
Take, for example, Manchester United.

The English giants’ revenues in 2008 stood
at£324million. Inthedecadethatfollowed,
while a lot of clubswent through turbulent
phases, United’s revenue swelled to £676
million in2017.
ThefactthatManchesterUnited,despite

facing a loss of income to the tuneof £116.4
millionif thePremierLeagueseasoniscalled
off — according to thewebsite Statista — is
stillconsideringtopaya£200milliontrans-
fer fee for TottenhamHotspur’sHarryKane
shows how elite clubs and big sporting en-
titiesmight remain unaffected by the cur-
rent crisis.
But at the same time, there are interna-

tional sports on thevergeof collapsing. The
worldsailingfederationhassoughtabailout
fromthe InternationalOlympicCommittee
inorder to stayafloat.

Hockey, too, is banking on the IOC for
moneyandsameisthestoryforseveralother
low-profileOlympic sports.
“Inotherwords,ManchesterUnitedwill

survive, the IndianPremierLeaguewill sur-
vive,theNBAwillsurvive.We’realreadysee-
ing, ifwetakefootballorFormulaOneasex-
amples, that thebigger teamsaresayingwe
have the resources to sustain ourselves,”
Chadwick says, “whereas the smaller clubs,
thesmallerteams,thesmallerorganisations,
thesmallestsports,aresayingwe’renot ina
position tosustain.”
A2018WorldEconomicForumreportes-

timatedtheglobalvalueof thesportsindus-
try to be $471billion, a 45per cent increase
since2011.Therearethreekeydriversinthis
surge: broadcast revenue, which has the
biggest share, sponsorship and advertising
deals, andmatch-day revenue from ticket-
ingandhospitality.

Financial revolution
Thecoronavirusoutbreakhasbrokenthat

chainbecausethereisnosportbeingplayed
atall,whichhas ledsomeexperts tobelieve

it will lead to a ‘financial revolution’ in the
sportsindustry.Yet,thereareindicationsthat
mightnotbethecase,atanelitelevelatleast.
Inthelastfewweeks,astheworldstayed

indoorsinitswaronCOVID-19,SaudiArabia
hasbeenonaspendingspree.Thecountry’s
sovereignwealth fund (Public Investment
Fund)haspurchased,orbeenlinkedtobuy-
ing, stakes in a cruise operator, an oil group
anda football club. Incredibly, it is their im-
pending£300milliontakeoverofNewcastle
United, placed 13th in the English Premier
League and a club that has recently fur-
loughed its entire non-playing staff, that is
generatingmuchtraction.
It is an indication, too, that even though

globallyplayhasbeensuspended,andwith
economic depression looming, sports busi-
nessmaynothavestoppedcompletely. The
acquisition, if complete, follows a trend.
Following the global financialmeltdown in
2008,ManchesterCityandParisStGermain
found investors in cash-richGulf States and
itcompletelytransformedtheclubs. InItaly,
wherelocalcompaniesandfamiliesborethe
bruntof thecrisis,ASRomabecamethefirst

foreign-majority-ownedteaminSerieA.
Chadwick talksabout thepossiblepolit-

ical capital that can bemade by owning a
football club. “If we look at, for example,
QatarbuyingPSG,theyacquiredtheclubfor
political asmuchas for economic andcom-
mercialreasons,”hesays.“Whenitcomesto
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Abu Dhabi, China, and
India, forthatmatter,thereiseconomiccap-
italtobegainedfromrunningaclub,butalso
political and diplomatic capital thatmight
haveahugesay in futuredecisions.”
Thereis,however,agrowingconcernthat

this time,manysportsandteamsmightnot
be able to survive the current crisis. Thierry
Weil, thechiefexecutiveof theInternational
HockeyFederation,hadrecentlypointedout
that the biggest difference between 2008
andnowisthat,backthen,sportwasstillbe-
ingplayed.
However,withalmostallsportwipedout

and, considering that it is likely to stay like
that for amajor part of the year, Chadwick
warnsmanysports,teamsandorganisations
couldbe ‘eliminated.’
“If you look at sponsorship, the way in

whichsponsorsspentmoneyin2007, itwas
outofcontrol.Andso,thatbecamemorepro-
fessional post-2008, itmoderated their be-
haviour,”Chadwicksays.
“Butnow,youdon’thaveaproductonTV,

youdon’thavegatereceipts,sponsorsarego-
ing out of business and clubs are going out
of business. So, if 2008was themoderator, I
think2020 is theeliminator.”

‘2020 will be the eliminator’
SPORT

Pandemicmaysounddeathknell for smallerclubs, sportsand leagues, sayssports industryexpert

Despite facinga lossof incomeof£116.4mn,ManchesterUnited is reportedly
consideringpaying a£200milliontransfer fee forTottenham’sHarryKane. File

“In otherwords,
ManchesterUnited
will survive, the Indian
Premier Leaguewill
survive, theNBAwill
survive.We’re already
seeing, ifwe take football or
FormulaOneas examples, that the
bigger teamsare sayingwehave
the resources to sustain
ourselves.”

SIMONCHADWICK
DIRECTOR,

CENTREFOREURASIANSPORT INDUSTRY

AGENCEFRANCEPRESSE
THEHAGUE,APRIL25

THE DUTCH football federation (KNVB)
called an end to the 2019-20 season, as the
Eredivisie became the first top European
leaguecalledoffduetothecoronaviruspan-
demic.Noteamwillbedeclaredchampions
afterAjaxandAZAlkmaarwere left levelon
pointsatthetopofthetablewithninegames
still toplay. “Unfortunately,giventhemeas-
ures (banning large-scalegatherings) taken
bythegovernment, itbecameimpossibleto
finishthe2019-2020season,”theKNVBsaid
inastatemenonFriday.
“Publichealthalwayscomesfirst. It'snot

just a football problemhere givenwhat the
coronavirusisdoingtosociety.Nonetheless,
theprofessionalfootballcommitteeisaware
thattoday'sdecisionsaregoingtocausegreat
disappointment for some," it added.
LeadersAjax,aboveAZongoaldifference,

will qualify for next season's Champions
League, according to the KNVB,whichwill
await a definitive verdict fromUEFAonMay
25.AZwill likelyenter thecompetition'spre-
liminary rounds, with Feyenoord, PSV
EindhovenandWillemIIsettocompeteinthe
EuropaLeaguebasedonthefinalstandings.It
marksthefirsttimesince1945theDutchsea-
sonhasfinishedwithoutaleaguechampion.
“As a player and as a club you naturally

wanttobecomechampion,”Ajaxchiefexec-
utiveEdwinvanderSar told theclub'sweb-
site.“Youwanttoshowitonthefieldandwe
havebeenatthetopallyearround.It isapity
that you are not declared champion, but in
thissituationthatmaybeunderstandable.”
The KNVB announced its intention to

scrap the season following the Dutch gov-
ernment'sdecisiontoextendabanonmass
gatheringsuntil September1.
“Therewill beno relegation, norpromo-

tion,”saidtheKNVB,whichisexpectedtoface
legal action from SC Cambuur and De
Graafschap—thetoptwoclubsinthesecond
division.“Thisfeelslikethebiggestdisgracein
thehistoryofDutchsports,”Cambuurman-
ager Henk De Jong told Dutch broadcaster
NOS.Hissidewas11pointsclearof theplay-
off placeswhenthe leaguewashalted.

No champions:
Dutch league
first in Europe
to end season

NewTaipei City:WhenWangWei-chenhad
abasehitfortheChinatrustBrothers,noone
booedorcheeredfromthestandsatthesub-
urbanTaipeiballpark.Noonehurled insults
at the umpires. And no one yelled the
Chinese-language line of encouragement
"addoil" toeither team.
The12,150blueplasticseatsweredevoid

of fans Friday night for the game between
Chinatrust Brothers and Fubon Guardians,
down from the average crowd of 6,000 at
professional baseball games in Taiwan. No
fanshavecometoanygamesheresinceplay
startedonApril 11.
Taiwan's five-teamChineseProfessional

Baseball League is barring spectators over
concerns of spreading the coronavirus in a
crowdedspace.
But Taiwan has relatively few cases of

COVID-19, so the leaguedecided itwas safe
to let in players, coaches, cheerleaders, cos-
tumedmascots, facemask-wearingbatboys
andthemedia.
"We'd like to have fans coming into the

stadium to cheer us on, yet due to the out-
breaktheycan't,"saidWang,aninfielderfor
Brothers. "We are still lucky, sincewehave
not stoppedour season andpeople can still
seeus in thisway."AFP

Baseball in full
swing in Taiwan

Sunday April26
Lookonthebrightside.Castinganeye
overthecomingtwelvemonths,it isclear
thatyouareheadingforaperiodof
awesomepersonalopportunity.

Monday April27
Your day is full of potential and you can
achievetheday'saimswithgreatefficiency.
Youhaveaneyeforabargain, soyoumake
themostofatrulyawesomeoffer.

Tuesday April28
Life is good, even if youmay feel drained
emotionally. Onceyouputthepastbehind,
you can look forward to a bright future.

Wednesday April29
Dual alignments of the Sunand theMoon
lock together, drawing attention to your
healthandwell-being.Youcandonobetter
than deal with chronic complaints that
you’veignoredforfartoolong.

Thursday April30
Better times are coming.Heed all friendly
advicetotakeiteasy.However,bearinmind
thatlunaralignmentsareencouragingyou
tobeimpatientathomebecauseyouwant
morethanisonoffer.

Friday May1
Look forward toagreatyear. You'redriven
by your head, but also by your wallet.
However,ifanyoneseesfittodisagreewith
you,they'relikelytoregretit.

Saturday May2
Havehope in yourheart. There'll be times
when you can wave farewell to certain
commitments. With a leap and a bound
you'll be free, leaving behind unwanted
burdensandresponsibilities.

If it’s your

Birthday
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ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Therewillsoonbean
interestingtie-up
betweenyour
romantichopesand

yourworldlyambitions.Perhaps
youwillbestronglyattractedto
someonenewatwork.Or
perhapsanewfriendwillpush
youtowardsanewlineof
experience.Eitherway,fresh
inspirationisaroundthecorner.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Theimportanceof
adventurousregions
inyourchart
indicatesthatyouwill

belookingfurtherafieldforyour
inspiration.Peoplefromoverseas
willofferthehopethatlifewill
becomemorefulfilling,andthis
realisationmayinspireyouto
travel,oratleasttoarrangea
holidayinthenearfuture.
Hopefullyyourcircumstances
allowyoutoorganiseabreak.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Itwillsoonbecome
apparentthatan
increaseinyour
earningswillbe

necessaryifyouaretofinance
yourlifestyle.Somesortofshow-
downlooksalmostinevitable,
evenif theconfrontationis
nothingmorethanapersonal
oneinwhichyoufaceuptoyour
outdatedhabits.

CANCER(June22-July23)
Themostimportant
thingtoremember
nowisthateachday
offersunique,never-

to-be-repeatedopportunitiesto
createnewrealitiesandreplace
old-fashioned,outmoded
attitudes.Thisisaremarkable
phaseforallCanceriansofan
imaginativebentandawonder-
fullycreativeframeofmind.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Asever,yourbest
policyistogettothe
rootoftheproblem
anddealwith

underlyingcausesratherthan
withsuperficialsymptoms.It
maynowbecomeapparentthat
themostadvantageouslong-
termsolutionisachangeof
home.Butyoucanstaywhere
youareandpersuadeother
peopletomove.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Theemotionalcycle
dominatedbyVenus'
passagethroughthe
zodiacismoulding

yourrelationships.Froma
positioninwhichworkand
routinecarestakefirstplaceyou
willfindyourselfbeingdrawn
intoasocialcirclewhichmaybe
rathersober,butwillbenoless
fascinatingforthat.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Whenyou'reinthe
middleofasituation
ofconflictitmaybe
difficulttoimagine

thatsomethingofpermanent
valuewillemerge.Yetthereisno
doubtthattheharderyoustrive
themoreyouwill learn.Youwill
comeclosertodiscoveringthe
secretofsuccessinyourmost
intimatepersonalaffairs.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Mars'magnetic
presencemustnow
betakenintoaccount.
Thisplanetisrather

uncontrollableandistendingto
pushyouintoconfrontations
withfriendsandlovers. Itwillbe
bestforallconcernedifyou
developalittleadditional
patienceandtolerance.Partners
willadmireyourincreasing
energy,though.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec23)
Onepartofyour
characteryouwould
dowelltodevelopat
themomentisyour

selfless,almostself-sacrificing
side.Isthereacharitableactivity
whichyoucantakeup?Or
perhapsthereisanothermeans
bywhichyoucanfeelyouare
doingyourbittomaketheworld
abetterplace?Ifso,getonwithit.

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
Astheweekspass
youwillbecomeless
concernedwiththe
minutiaeofdetailsat

workandincreasinglyawarethat
itisyourveryindividualhopes
andwisheswhichmustbegiven
thehighestpriority.Itwillprofit
younothingifyougainagreat
dealofmoneybutsacrificeyour
potential.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Youwillsoonfind
thatitisnotenough
tospouthigh-
mindedstatements

orlectureotherpeopleonhowto
puttheworldtorights.Before
long,youwillhavetotake
positivestepstorearrange
yourworksothatitconforms
morecloselywithwhatyou
believe,orruntheriskof
frustration.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
Assoonasanumber
ofbusinessdecisions
havebeenfinalised
andyourmonetary

caresresolved,youwillbefreeto
contemplatethedeeper
meaningofyourexistence.Asa
matterof fact,youwillachievea
muchgreaterlevelofself-
understandingifyouareableto
getawayforawhile,exposing
yourself tothestimulationofa
newenvironment.

YOURWEEKAHEAD
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QUICKCLUES

ACROSS

1. Misguided(6)
4. Needle-shaped(8)
9. Arachnid(6)
10. Professional singers, actors, etc.

(8)
12. Chilly (4)
13. Amplifying,enlargingor

expanding(10)
15. Formalnotice (12)
18. Importantoccasion(3-6,3)
21. Sunworship(10)
22. Distinctiveair (4)
24. Slaughter-house(8)
25. Groupof seven(6)
26. Stepping(on) (8)
27. Scandinavian(6)

Down

1. Pianistor flautist? (8)
2. Suffocating (8)
3. Atanytime(4)
5. Instruments thatprecisely

measure time(12)
6. Chinacabinet (10)
7. Baltic country (6)
8. Giveup(job) (6)
11. Calling-off (12)
14. Unerring(10)
16. Corrected, fixedormadewell

(8)
17. Relating toruling families

(8)
19. Prevent fromhappening(6)
20. Makehappy(6)
23. Ban(4)

CRYPTICCLUES

ACROSS

1. ThatawfulG.P.grumbledabout
theridehegot (6)

4. Makefortificationa little space
aheadof Sussextown(8)

9. Soldiers' inclinationtobeprompt
(6)

10. Not tryinganymoretoput
benefactionsonthe increase (6,2)

12. Daughter inembraceofno
particularchap(4)

13. Beautyappears,holdingmarriage
certificate (10)

15. Onegetssceptical fromliving
besideeccentric (12)

18. Distortedopiniontheroosterhas
of life? (4-4,4)

21. Aseergoingcrazytogeta lordly
position(10)

22. Footballeracquiredabitof a
mansion(4)

24. Jailpromis invariationmode(8)
25. Jellyfishofferinga littlemedicine

toUncleSam?It'snotamused!
(6)

26. Shouldernoresponsibility? (5,3)
27. Slips intoaslight indiscretion(6)

DOWN

1. Cartoons todisplayona festive
occasion! (8)

2. MinistryofDefence inchanging
timesblowing itsowntrumpet
(8)

3. Whatavery long, crookednose!
(4)

5. Speaker's forceddiplomat toget
onearlycruise? (6,6)

6. Intriguing icon,aidof adevotee
(10)

7. Comingback, littleDorothy
swallowedsomebreakfastand
dressed(6)

8. Loseoutunfortunatelywith
father inTexascity (2,4)

11. A football side followsDerek
Chance foroldactor (5,7)

14. Swingingthe leadagain?(10)
16. Mother'safterasmall car -oneof

thesmallest (8)
17. Personalambitionsadisaster for

the team(3,5)
19. Sees that thekeygoes to the

agents (6)
20. Thesortof truckthat'sverysoft in

themiddleof therow(6)
23. Biggameshot (4)

QUICKCLUESAcross: 1Safety,4
Prepares,9Eerier,10Acerbity,12
Icehouse,13Popeye,15Experimental,18
Affectionate,21Reaped,22Elegance,24
Aperitif,25Garnet,26Shivered,27
Caused.Down:1Specimen,2Forkeeps,3
Themoorofvenice,5Ruck,6Personanon
grata,7Ruined,8Styled,11Ishmael,14
Install,16Warnings,17Deserted,19
Friars,20Samedi,23Jive.CRYPTIC
CLUESAcross:1Caftan,4Chaconne,9
Lolita,10Incubate,12Subtract,13
Sheets,15Architecture,18Lagerand
lime,21Loader,22Curative,24
Couscous,25Idcard,26Lamppost,27
Edited.Down:1Coleslaw,2Fullback,3A
storminateacup,5Hint,6Caughtred
handed,7Nearer,8Everso,11Screwed,
14Stratum,16Litigant,17Defended,19
Glycol,20Vacuum,23Cues.

Solutionsto2265

BRIDGE

West leadstheCQ.Youhaveeight toptricks.Thespade
finessewillgiveyouaninthtrickif itsucceeds.Isthatthe
bestwaytoproceed?

NORTH

♠ K 5 4
❤ J 9 542
♦ K652
♣5

NORTH

♠ AQ5
❤A J 10
♦ 5432
♣432

SOUTH

♠ 6432
❤ 432
♦ A KQ J
♣ A K

TheleadistheHK.WhohastheHQ?Howdoyouplantoplay?
THEWESTHAND: ♠763 ❤KQ1083♦Q983 ♣8763
THEEASTHAND: ♠7632❤76 ♦ J10 ♣AKQJ10
Westhas almost certainly led fromasequenceand thushas
theHQ.
Thefirstthingtodoistocountyourlosers.Youhaveoneindi-
amondsandthreeinclubs.That'sonetoomany.Howcanyou
eliminateoneofyourlosers?Theheartslookuseless.Ifthedi-
amonds are split 3-3 the thirteenthdiamondwill becomea
winner,butitwillbetoolatebecausetheopponentswillhave
takenthreeclubtricksbythen.Sotheonlypossiblesuitforsal-
vationisclubs.
You can eliminate oneor twoclub losers by ruffing them in
dummy. YoutaketheopeningleadwiththeHA.
Ifyoudrawalltheopponents'trumpsimmediately,therewill
benoneleftindummytorufftheclubs.Thesolutionistolead
aclubattricktwo.Eastwillwinandprobablyleadatrumpto
shortendummy'strumps.Youtake
thatwiththeSAandleadasecond clubandruff itindummy.
ThenreturntoyourhandwithadiamondtoyourDAandruff
thethirdclubwiththeSK.Returntohandbyleadingaheartand
trumpingitwiththeS8.Drawtheremainingtrumpsandyou
have11tricks.
In fact, youcouldafford todrawone roundof trumpsbefore
leadingaclub.Thiswouldallowyoutoruffoneclubindummy
andmake ten tricks. But if you try to draw two rounds of
trumps,Westwillleadathirdonewheninwiththeclubwin-
nerandyouareagoner.
DealerSouth,bothvulnerable.

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

1♠
Pass 2♠ Pass 3♠

Pass 4♠ Pass Pass
Pass

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH

1 NT
Pass 3 NT Pass Pass
Pass

Keypoint:Delaydrawingtrumpsifnecessary,inordertoruff
losers indummy

DealerSouth.Nonevulnerable

SOUTH

♠ AQ J 1098
❤ A
♦ A 7 4
♣942

Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto

therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget

theanswerforthegivenquip.

Countlessasthesandsoftheseaare_______.-NikolaiGogol(5,8)

SOLUTION:AROMA,SISSY,UNHAND,PHENOM
Answer:Countlessasthesandsoftheseaarehumanpassions.-NikolaiGogol

MRAAO ADHNNU

YISSS ENOHMP

JUMBLEDWORDS
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