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ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

POINTING TO concernswithin
the OBCs and the SC/STs that
reservation benefits are not
reaching the truly deserving
amongthem,theSupremeCourt
Wednesdaysaidthegovernment
is “duty-bound” to periodically
reviewtheprocessinordertoen-
sure that the benefits “trickle
downandarenotusurpedby”the
affluent inthesecategories.
Ruling as asunconstitutional

a January 2000 order of the
Governoroftheerstwhilestateof
AndhraPradeshwhich provided
100percentreservationtoSTcan-
didates forpostsof school teach-
ers in Scheduled Areas, a five-
judge Constitution Bench said:
“Nowthereisacrywithinthere-
served classes. Bynow, there are
affluents and socially and eco-
nomically advanced classes
within Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes. There is voice
bydeprivedpersonsofsocialup-
liftmentofsomeoftheScheduled
Castes/Tribes,buttheystilldonot
permitbenefitstotrickledownto
theneedy. Thus, there is a strug-
glewithin,astoworthinessforen-
titlementwithinreservedclasses
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and Other
BackwardClasses.”
The Bench, comprising

Justices Arun Mishra, Indira
Banerjee,VineetSaran,MRShah
and Aniruddha Bose, agreed
with Senior Advocate Rajeev
Dhavanthatthelistsof thoseen-
titled to reservationmustbe re-
vised fromtimeto time.
“Inouropinion,itwasrightly

urgedbyDrRajeevDhavan that
the Government is required to
revise the lists. It can be done
presentlywithoutdisturbingthe
percentageofreservationsothat
benefits trickle down to the
needy and are not usurped by
thoseclasseswhohavecomeup
after obtaining the benefits for
thelast70yearsoraftertheirin-
clusion in the list. The
Government is duty-bound to
undertake such an exercise as
observedinIndraSawhney...and
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Affluent in
OBC, SC/ST not
letting quota
benefits trickle
down, review
lists: SC Bench

RAVIKBHATTACHARYA,
ATRIMITRA,
SANTANUCHOWDHURY
KOLKATA,APRIL22

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Mamata BanerjeeWednesday
put the blame squarely on the
Centre for dispatching faulty
COVID-19testingkits,andcame
down heavily on it for sending
twoteamstoassessthesituation
ontheground.
Addressing a press confer-

ence,Banerjeesaidif therewasa
healthhazard,thenthestatewas
notresponsible.“Theyareshow-
inganattitude theywouldhave
been happy if thereweremore
COVID-19casesinBengal.Rapid
test kits sent to the state have

now beenwithdrawn because
theywerefaulty.Thankfully,our

health department ordered
somekitswhichcameveryuse-
ful. If there has been a health
hazardhere, thenwearenotre-
sponsibleforit.Whosefaultisit?
Wehavetoconducttimelytests.
If we fail to do so, then patients
maydie,” shesaid.
She said “canards are being

spreadBengal is not conducting
enough tests”. But she held the
Centre accountable for sending
only 2,500 kits against 14,000
sought by the state. The ICMR,
she pointed out, supplied three
types of test kits— rapid testing
kits,BGIRT-PCRkits,andantigen
kits. “The rapid testing kits and
BGIRT-PCRkitswerebothwith-
drawn as per communication
fromNationalInstituteofCholera
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Facebook-Jio
collaboration
will be visible
first in e-tail
NANDAGOPALRAJAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

In the first consumer-facing
offering to come out of the
Facebook-Reliance Industries
deal,thetwoentitieswillcollab-
orate over the JioMart e-com-
merce platform.While details
arenotavailable,itispossiblethe
martwill useWhatsApp’s busi-
ness features to quickly bring
localstoresonboardtoreachout
tocustomers.
In a call after the announce-

ments, Facebook’s VP and
ManagingDirectorforIndia,Ajit
Mohan, said the“entireenergy”
is on trying to figure out how
theycouldhelpsmallbusinesses
inthecontextof thecoronavirus
pandemic, and the resulting
lockdownin India.
“We will really start to ex-

ploremultiple areas of collabo-
ration,” he said, adding they
wouldlookathowto“opennew
doors”and“newavenues”. “We
have articulated that the first
major collaboration involving
JioMart, which is essentially to
help small businesses, thereare
about 60 million small busi-
nesses in India. Andwe do be-
lieve there is theopportunity to
help them connect with their
customers and help people
locate stores and merchants,
locatetheproduct,”Mohansaid.
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9.9%SHAREFORMORETHAN Rs43,450CR

Dealwillboost JioMart, take it to3crore
smallkiranashops,saysMukeshAmbani

PRANAVMUKUL
&SANDEEPSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

IN THE largest FDI in the Indian
technologysector,USInternetgi-
ant Facebook will be buying
9.99%stakeinRelianceIndustries
Ltd’sdigitalunitJioPlatformsLtd,
for $5.7 billion (more than Rs
43,450 crore). While helping
ReliancepareitsdebtofnearlyRs
3 lakh crore, the deal will also
give theoil-to-telecomgiantac-
cesstotheover400milliondata
base ofWhatsApp, as it seeks to
jumpstartitscommercebusiness
underJioMart.Facebook,inturn,
makesitslong-awaitedforayinto
Indiantelecomspace.
The deal has come at a time

whenglobalmergersandacqui-
sitions have hit roadblocks due
to theCOVID-19crisis.
RIL said that concurrent to

the investment, Jio Platforms,
Reliance Retail Ltd and
WhatsApp, which is owned by
Facebook, have reached an
agreement to “further acceler-
ate” business on JioMart. Under
this, thecompanysaid, itwould
offerconsumerstheabilitytoac-
cess the nearest kirana, which
candeliverproductsandservices
aftertransactionsviaJioMartus-
ingWhatsApp.
“In the very near future,

JioMartandWhatsAppwillem-
power nearly three crore small
Indian kirana shops to digitally
transactwitheverycustomer in
their neighbourhood. This
means all of you can order and
get fasterdeliveryofday-to-day

items from nearby local shops.
At the same time, small kiranas
can grow their businesses and
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Facebook picks stake,
Jio set to tap into vast
WhatsAppuser base

THEFIRSTmajornon-
distressdealduringthe
pandemic ispartof the
debt-reductionplanof
India’sbiggestcorporate
entity—andcould leadto
theaccelerated launchof
Reliance’se-commerce
plansonthe JioMart
platform.ForFacebook,
thepartnershipcould
help itnavigatetheregu-
latoryenvironment, in-
cludingfor initiatives
suchasWhatsAppPay.
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388million
Jiosubscribers

400million+
WhatsAppusers

241million+
activeFacebookusers

Industryestimates,
Oct2019

KAVITHAIYER
GADCHINCHLE (DAHANU),
APRIL22

THE LYNCHING of two sadhus
andtheirdriverhassetoff apo-
litical war of words inMumbai
betweentheOppositionBJPand
thegovernment.Ontheground
intheforest, though, isastoryof
howlocalofficials, includingan
NCP leader and former MLA
candidate, a sarpanch and the
police could do little to check a
mob fired by a dangerous ru-
mourmill.
The Indian Express spoke to

several local residents, eyewit-
nesses, police and local officials
to reconstruct the sequence of
events that led to themurders
rightunderthenoseofthepolice.
On a normal April evening,

400menwould not have gath-
ered inminutesonthehighway
alongside this remotevillageon
the border of Maharashtra and
Dadra-Nagar Haveli in Dahanu
taluka, Palghar, 150 km from
Mumbai.
SincetheCovidoutbreak,the

summer’sseasonallabourersare

athome, there’snoworkon the
farms, and in the 600-odd
households that make up the
twinvillagesofGadchinchleand

Divshi,thelockdowndidlittleto
check thespreadof rumours.
For days preceding last

week’s lynching of the three
men,rumoursofkidnappersand
organ-harvestershadbeenflying
thick onWhatsApp— all false;
there have been no incidents of
kidnappingor theftof organs.
Yet, like in several other vil-

lages inDahanu,menof fivevil-
lages around Gadchinchle
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Aroadblockoutsideavillagenear theattacksite inPalghar
districtofMaharashtra.Kavitha Iyer

Palghar lynching: Sarpanch says
she watched attack for 2 hrs, NCP
leader couldn’t control mob either
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PRITAMPALSINGH
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

WITHMORE than 3,000 con-
victsacrossDelhibeinggranted
bailorfurloughtopreventover-
crowding in jails in thewake of
the coronavirus outbreak, the
Delhi High Court has devised a
newway of making sure con-
victs mark their attendance —
via WhatsApp video call and
throughGoogleMaps.
Inthreedifferentorderstem-

porarilysuspendingjailtermsof
three convicts, Justice Anup
JairamBhambhanisaidthestep
has been taken “in view of the

dire need of decongesting pris-
ons, considering the unprece-
dentedpublichealthemergency
existingat this time”.
Justice Bhambhani ordered

that the convicts, Ompal, Rahat
and Babu Lal, make a video call
to the investigating officer or
share their live location via
WhatsAppsotheydon’thaveto
visit the police station every
week.
“The appellant will make a

videocall everyFridaybetween
11 am and 11:30 am to the IO,
andincasetheIOisnolonger in
service or is otherwise unavail-
able, then to the SHOof the po-
lice stationwhere the casewas

registered. (The appellant will)
also ‘drop-a-pin’ on Google
maps, so that the IO/SHO can
verify the appellant’s presence
and location,” state Justice
Bhambhani’s orders in all three
cases.
In the case related toOmpal

(41),thejudgeorderedthat“this
court is persuaded to grant to
the appellant interim suspen-
sion of sentence for a period of
45days”.Aspertheprosecution,
Ompal, while working as a
driver of a van that loaded
money in ATMmachines, had
stolenRs51lakhbyadminister-
ing drugged food to those ac-
companying him. He is serving

eightyears in jail.
Ompal has sought interim

suspension of sentence for two
months, on the ground that he
hasaboyaged14andtwingirls
aged two.Hetold thecourt that
hiswifehadtakenupateaching
job, but since the school was
closed, she was not being paid
and was unable to sustain the
family.
ThecourtsuspendedRahat’s

jailtermuntil July17,whileBabu
Lal will stay out of jail for three
months.
The court, in three different

orders passed on April 20, also
said: “Considering the prevail-
ing lockdown, the furnishing of

surety as a condition of bail, is
dispensedwithat this stage.”
Rahat (30), in judicial cus-

todysinceMarch4,isservingsix
months in jail for rash andneg-
ligent driving, which led to the
death of a person riding pillion
on a scooter. His counsel con-
tended thatRahatwouldbeex-
posed to avoidable and grave
health risk inprison.
ThecourtdirectedthatRahat

“will not leave the State of
Haryanawithoutpermissionof
the court and ordinarily reside
inhisplaceof residence”.
Babu Lal (73) is serving 10

years in jail term for sexually
abusingaminor.Whilegranting

him relief, the court said,
“Althoughtherecordshowsthat
the applicant has only been in
prison since February 24, 2020.
and that he has been convicted
of heinous offences under the
POCSO Act, in the unprece-
dentedcircumstancesof apub-
lic health emergency and the
consequent need to decongest
prisons... thiscourtispersuaded
togranttotheappellantinterim
suspensionofsentenceforape-
riodof threemonths.”
“Theappellantsshall furnish

to the Jail Superintendent their
cell phone number. which is
kept active and switched on at
all times,” thecourt said.
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TodecongestTihar, jail termsarebeingsuspended.RenukaPuri

Jail terms on hold, convicts to be tracked via WhatsApp, Google Maps

WomenworkersataMNREGSsite inChaksunear JaipuronWednesday.Express

DEEPMUKHERJEE
&VIVEKDESHPANDE
JAIPUR,NAGPUR,APRIL22

ATLEASTtwostateshaveseena
sharp jump inMNREGS num-
bers inthepast fewdaysamidst
theextended lockdown.
Rajasthan Deputy Chief

Minister Sachin Pilot, who also
holds the Rural Development
andPanchayatiRajportfolio,told
The Indian Express on
Wednesday that in sixdays, the
numbers in the state had gone
up from 62,000 on April 17 to

6.08 lakhonApril 22.
In Maharashtra, MNREGS

CommissionerRangaNayak re-
ported an increase in the rural
employmentguaranteescheme
fromabout40,000onApril12to

over1 lakhnow.
Pilotsaidthesurgehadbeen

particularlysharpsincesomere-
strictionsduetothecoronavirus
spreadwere eased onMonday.
“WestartedplanningfromApril
17, before the modified lock-
down started, to ensure that
maximumworkwas generated
under the MNREGS. Within
days, we have registered an in-
crease of 10 timeswith the cur-
rent figure of engagedworkers
being6.08 lakh.”
Governmentdatashowsthat

the total number of MNREGS
labourers rose from 62,000 on

April17,to2lakh,2.5lakh,3lakh,
4.5 lakh and6.08 lakhover suc-
cessivedays.
Pilot said theonlyway to re-

vivetheruraleconomynowwas
throughMNREGS wages. “We
havemademorethan99%ofdue
payments. Our emphasis is to
givethemmaximumindividual
work, rather than community
work, to ensure social distanc-
ing,”hesaid.
OnWednesday,heinspected

MNREGSwork sites falling un-
der the jurisdiction of the
Chaksu panchayat samiti near
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CORONACOUNT

652
DEATHS

3,960RECOVERED

4,62,621sampleshavebeen
testedasonApril21

20,471
CASES

Ten-fold jump in Rajasthan MNREGS numbers,
more than double in Maharashtra as curbs ease
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ABANTIKAGHOSH
&DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

AMID INCIDENTS of violence
againsthealthcarepersonnelde-
ployedinfightingCOVID-19,the
Union Cabinet onWednesday
cleared an ordinance to make
such attacks a cognizable and
non-bailable offence, with a
maximum jail term of seven
yearsanda fineof Rs5 lakh.
Briefing reporters on the

Cabinet decision, Union
Information and Broadcasting

MinisterPrakashJavadekarsaid
the ordinance to amend the
EpidemicDiseasesAct,1897,will
cover all healthcare personnel,
including ASHA (Accredited
Social Health Activist) workers
at thecommunity level.
According to the proposed

amendments, if the injuries in-
flicted are not grievous, the jail
term may range from three
monthstofiveyears,andthefine
from Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh. In
case of serious injuries, the jail
termmayrangefromsixmonths
tosevenyears,andthefinefrom
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AmitShah,HarshVardhaninteractwiththe IMA. PTI

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

Govt changing law to stop attacks on
health workers: 7-yr jail, Rs 5 lakh fine

‘NOTAPPROPRIATE
FORTHECMTO
HAVEANIRON
CURTAINWITH
RAJBHAVAN’
JAGDEEPDHANKHAR
WESTBENGALGOVERNOR

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW
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Governor says no takers for Bengal
Covid toll, Mamata targets Centre
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Changing law
Rs1lakhtoRs5lakh.Theinves-
tigation into the attackmust be
completedwithinamonth.
The amendments will also

apply to harassment by land-
lordsandneighbours.Thepenal
provisions can be invoked in
case of damage to property, in-
cludingaclinicalestablishment,
a facility identified for quaran-
tine and isolation of patients,
andmobilemedicalunits.
“The Epidemic Diseases

(Amendment)Ordinance,2020
manifests our commitment to
protect each and every health-
careworkerwho isbravelybat-
tlingCOVID-19onthe frontline.
It will ensure safety of our pro-
fessionals.Therecanbenocom-
promise on their safety,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
tweeted.
Modi is scheduled to hold a

video conference with chief
ministers onApril 27 to discuss
theCOVID-19situation.
HomeMinister Amit Shah,

who held ameetingwith doc-
torsandmembersof the Indian
MedicalAssociation(IMA)along
with Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Wednesday,
tweeted:“PM@narendramodi’s
govt is committedtoprotecting
thosewho are protecting India
during thesechallenging times.
Bringinganordinancetoendvi-
olence against our doctors &
healthworkersisatestimonyof
the same. Safety and dignity of
our doctors at their work place
isnon-negotiable.”
The IMA, which had earlier

threatened a protest, has de-
cided towithdrawit.
In separate letters to states,

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla and Union Health
Secretary Preeti Sudan asked
them to ensure the safety of
healthcareworkers.
Meanwhile,with1,486new

cases and 49 deaths being re-
ported in the last 24 hours, the
tally is now20,471 cases (3,959
recovered)and652deaths.
And,adayafteraskingstates

not to use the rapid antibody
tests for twodays pending field
validation,followingcomplaints
of varying accuracy, the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) reiterated that these
testsshouldbeusedonlyforthe
purposeof surveillance.
“Globally also, the utility of

this test isevolvingandit iscur-
rently being used for detecting
the formation of antibodies in
individuals.Thesetestresultsare
also dependent on field condi-
tions. As noted by ICMR, these
tests cannot replace theRT-PCR
testtodiagnoseCOVID-19cases.
ICMR has assured assistance to
collect data from various states
toassessthescopeandextentof
utility of these rapid antibody
tests in field conditions, and
ICMR shall keep advising the
states on a regular basis,” the
UnionHealthMinistry said in a
statement.
In a letter to state chief sec-

retaries, ICMRADGDrGSToteja
said: “I would again reiterate
that antibody rapid tests are
largely to be used as a tool for
surveillancewithrespecttofor-
mation of antibody in persons
exposed to thevirus.”
Inanaddendumtotheexist-

ing testing strategy, the ICMR
has now said that “pregnant
womenresidinginclusters/con-
tainmentareaorinlargemigra-
tion gatherings/ evacuees cen-
tre from hotspot districts
presenting in labouror likely to
deliver innext5days shouldbe
testedeven if asymptomatic.”
In his letter, Union Home

Secretary Ajay Bhalla urged
states, UTs and district authori-
ties to “take strict penal action
against the offenders who ob-
struct government health offi-
cials,orotherhealthprofession-
alsand/orrelatedpersons,who
are authorised under the
DisasterManagementAct,2005,
in the discharge of their lawful

services”.
“A few heinous instances of

unruly behaviour by people
havealsobeenreportedinsome
parts of the countrywhere the
family and relatives of medical
professionals,suspectedtohave
died due to COVlD-l9 infection,
were prevented fromperform-
ingthelastritesof thedeceased.
Insuchcases,adequatesecurity
should be provided, and strin-
gent action should be taken
againstsuchoffenders,”hesaid.
States have been told to ap-

point nodal officers to redress
suchsafety issues.
ListingtheCentre’sinitiatives

to safeguard the health and
safety of doctors, Sudanwrote:
“Doctorsandhealthprofession-
als are in the forefront of the
fight against COVID-19. The
skillsandspiritofserviceamong
theseprofessionalsplacesthem
inauniquepositiontosavepeo-
ple from the disease. It is of ut-
mostimportancethatadequate
measuresaretakenforensuring
their safety.”
Sudan also said that orders

for 1 crore sets of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPEs) have
been placedwith the 50 newly
approveddomesticmanufactur-
ers,and5.11lakhPPEshavebeen
sent to thestates so far.

Sarpanch
including two in the Union
TerritoryofDadra-NagarHaveli,
initiatedacalls-whistles-torch-
light flashes systemof commu-
nicatingduringall-nightvigils.
SowhenaMarutiEecodrove

past Gadchinchle around 8 pm
on April 16, the men of
Gadchinchle, Divshi, Dabhadi,
Talavli and Rudanawere ready,
with torchlights and bamboo
sticks.
The Eeco, with victims

MahantKalpavrukshaGiri (70),
Sushilgiri Maharaj (35) and
driverNareshYelgade,was tak-
ing State Highway 73 off the
Dahanu-Jawhar Road, en route
to Surat, likely to duck the
Mumbai-Gujarat highway
checkpostsenforcingthesealing
of stateborders.
TheEecowasstoppedbarely

1 km from Gadchinchle, at a
lockdownbarricademannedby
guards from Dadra-Nagar
Haveli, and turnedback.
GadchinchleSarpanchChitra

Choudharilivesexactlybetween
the border point and the
Maharashtraforestdepartment
checkpost outside which the
lynching occurred. Her home
perched on a small slope, she
heardthecarpassinginthequiet
of night and then heard it as it
turnedaroundandpassed,back
in the direction it came from
where a couple of dozenmen
stood, tenseandarmed.
Acommotionerupted soon,

it was around 8.30 pm, she re-
called,andshewenttothespot.
“Thereweremen from our vil-
lageandfromnearbyvillages, it
was a thick crowd screaming
around the car. It was impossi-
ble to reasonwith them. I was
tryingtopullonebackandthen
another, but the men were
screaming atme too. They told
me I was free to hand overmy
children’skidneystothemenin
thecar—theyhadabsolutelyno
doubtwhotheseoutsiderswere.
TheWhatsAppmessages had
saidthekidnapperscouldbeim-
personators, performers,
dressed even as policemen,”
Choudhari told The Indian
Express.
Multiple eyewitness ac-

counts concur that the mob,
having seen only the rare vehi-
cle along this road during the
days and none after dusk,
thought it had stopped crimi-
nals.
Choudhari,35, inhersecond

term as Sarpanch, laments that
she could do little. “For the two
hours that Iwas there, themob
was raining stones and shaking
thecar,butthemeninsidewere
still unharmed,” she said. She

left a little after the police ar-
rived, in twobatches.
ChitraChoudhariwaspicked

up along with her husband
Shevak for questioning around
2amlater thatnight, andasked
tonamethoseinvolvedinthevi-
olence. “Now the families of
those arrested are threatening
me, thewomen camehere and
saidmyhouseshouldbebroken
down.That’swhyIplacedanew
sign saying ‘Sarpanch’ on my
door twodays back—at least if
there’s an attack onme some
people may see the sign and
backoff,” shesaid.
Nationalist Congress Party

leader Kashinath Choudhari,
Palghar Zilla Parishadmember
andtheparty’s losingcandidate
from Dahanu in the 2014
Assembly election, said he ar-
rivedalittleafter10pm,withthe
second batch of policemen, af-
ter first stopping at Kasa police
stationabout9.30pm.“Wesaw
lockdownroadblocksalongour
way, andwhenwereached, the
mob kept asking how this Eeco
had escaped the roadblocks.
Whentheytrytogosomewhere
theirvehiclesareseized,andthis
car appeared to be circling the
area,”hetoldTheIndianExpress.
The sarpanch, who is a BJP

member, her husband and
women from a hamlet across
the road, said the NCP leader’s
arrivalappearedtoenergisethe
mob, and somebegan to chant:
‘Dada aala, Dada aala’ (big
brotherishere).TheNCPmanis
seen in thevideoclipsof the in-
cident,wearingaT-shirt, stand-
ingback fromtheassailants.
He told The Indian Express

thathe tried to calmthepeople
but by then, the Eeco had been
upturned. “Police tried their
best, but themenwere drunk,
unwilling to reason. Still, we
managedtogetonesadhutosit

inside the chowki because he
had been injured and put the
othertwoinanotherpolicevehi-
cle. But suddenly, when police
were escorting the man from
thechowki intothepolicevehi-
cle,theattackbeganagain,andit
was over inminutes.” The NCP
leader said therewas no politi-
cal motive to visiting the spot,
and he confirmed that the BJP
sarpanchhadtriedhardtocalm
thecrowd. “But thepolicewere
also attacked and beaten, and
we couldn’t do anything,” he
said.
That is key to the tragedy—

andtheprobe: thearrivalof the
police when the victims were
unharmedandtheirsubsequent
murder in their presence. The
Kasa police station’s official ac-
countisthatsuspensionsandan
enquiry are ordered. Local po-
licemen said their men were
vastlyoutnumberedbythemob
baying for blood, and their at-
tempt to dispel rumours didn’t
work.
OnApril9,thePalgharpolice

had tweeted warning people
against spreading rumours —
about coronavirus and other
subjects.OnApril11,thePalghar
police registered a case against
theadminofaWhatsAppgroup
in Boisar after receiving a com-
plaint about a communally of-
fensivemessageonaWhatsApp
group. Dahanu MLA Vinod
Nikole of the CPI(M) said there
wereatleasttwopreviousnear-
lynching incidents, one at Sarni
Patilpadainvolving adoctor on
April 14, and one at Waki vil-
lage involving railwayofficials,
around the same time.
“Had the police done some

workover the lastmonth toas-
sure the people that they are
safe and that the rumours are
fake, and had the police come
preparedaftertheexperienceof

the previous incidents, the
lynching could have been pre-
vented,” Nikole told The Indian
Express.
Withthepolicearresting110

menwith the search for others
continuing, thevillageshaveal-
most emptied out, themen re-
portedly hiding in the forest
aroundGambhirgad,theescarp-
ment opposite the village that
gives it itsname.
Manyhomesarelocked,oth-

ersoccupiedbyonlywomenor
senior citizens. Among the 110,
atleast14arefromChowkipada,
a little farther inside from
Gadchinchle. The police said
nineaccusedare juveniles.
“Thosewho did it ran away

fromhome,andthosewhodid-
n’t have also had to run,” said
Sevanti Borsa, mother of ac-
cused RustomBorsa. “If they’re
not released by the time the
lockdown ends, we’re going to
starvewithoutany income.”
Some residents are also fol-

lowers of godman Guru
Narendra Maharaj, and wear
badges andmedallions bearing
his photo. “We would never
harm a sadhu,” said Sakur
Gavit. “We would bow our
heads to them.”
There is now a police unit

from Goregaon posted in the
village, men sheltering from
the afternoon sun in tents.
ButGadchinchle itself does

nothaveevenapolice chowki.
The sarpanch said it often
takes two hours formen from
the Kasa police station, 35 km
away, to arrive. The forest
chowki has a guard,whomade
the call to the police that night.
Outside, the remnants of those
three hours lie, shattered glass
from the Eeco and police vehi-
cle, an assortment of slippers,
wooden sticks, and a drying
patchof blood.

Bengal Covid
andEntericDiseasesonApril21.
Antigen kits are not being sup-
plied to hospitals in the state so
far,” saidBanerjee.
“Everyday, they (Centre) are

telling uswhat to do andwhat
nottodo,sendingpeopletolook
into the lawandordersituation
andwhether lockdownisbeing
imposed or not. They are send-
ing people to find outwhether
people in Bengal are getting ra-
tionsorwhether theyarebeing
abletotakeabath.Theyarealso
sendingusstrongly-wordedlet-
ters.Wecanalsosendthemlet-
ters.Butthat’snotthepoint.Our
government is doing the best it
can to stem the spread of the
pandemic,” shesaid.
Her comments came a day

after a war of words broke out
between the state and the
Centre over the arrival of two
central teams inKolkata.
Meanwhile, in an interview

to The Indian Express, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, Governor of West
Bengal,raisedaredflagoverthe
handling of the COVID-19 pan-
demicinthestate.“Thereareno
takers for the COVID-19 death
figures on account of the series
of discrepancies by the state
government.Theconcernof the
politicalparties,themedicalfra-
ternity and citizens is well
premised. The trust deficit on
this countbetween thegovern-
mentandthemedicalfraternity
asalsobetweenthegovernment
andthepeoplehasattractedna-
tionalandglobalfocus.Thecon-
cept of Audit Committee, un-
heardofsofar,hasworsenedthe
situation,”hesaid.
Healsotookacriticalviewof

the state’s critical public distri-
bution system during the lock
down. “Fromallover theState, I

have got worrisome inputs
aboutPDSbeinghijackedpolit-
ically, ration dealers being sub-
jectedbyrulingpartyworkersto
coercivemechanismanddistri-
bution taking place in a politi-
cised manner under token is-
suedbytheworkersoftheruling
party. This hijacking is a very
poor reflection on the public
functionariesandtheywillhave
to beheld accountable for their
lapses, failures and inaction in
officialduties,” saidDhankhar.
Responding to these allega-

tions,MayorofKolkataandstate
Urban Development Minister
FirhadHakimsaid, “Withall re-
spect,Ichallengethehonourable
Governor to showme a single
casewhere the TMC or anyone
attached to the party has done
any corruption in regard to the
rationing system. In the hard
lockdown situation, may be
therewassomeproblemindis-
tributionsystem.But that isnot
corruption. After getting infor-
mation from public, the Chief
Minister herself took strict ac-
tionagainstthedepartmentand
the secretary. The government
is trying hard to normalise the
rationingsystem,”Hakimsaid.
Regardingthediscrepancies

in the number of Covid 19
deaths, Hakim said, “The gov-
ernment has no intention to
suppressthefacts.TheGovernor
is always in tunewith the voice
ofopposition,especiallyBJP.The
state government is continu-
ously fighting against Covid 19
and the Chief Minister has hit
the streets herself to spread
awareness. The state govern-
ment is doing this on its own,
without anyhelp fromthe cen-
tre. And just see what is the
Governordoing?”

MNREGS
Jaipur,andinstructedofficialsto
ensure social distancing, med-
icalkitsandsoapsfor labourers.
“Even if a person is givenwork
for constructing his own home
underthePradhanMantriAwas
YojanaundertheMNREGS,that
individualwill bepaid. Even for
community works, we have
madesure that the labour force
is spreadout,”hesaid.
Maharashtra MNREGS

Commissioner Nayak told The
IndianExpress theyhadstarted
“a very aggressive campaign to
provideworks to the needy, af-
fected by the coronavirus pan-
demic”. He said theywere also
focusingonindividualworks,as
largegatheringsarenotallowed.
“But about 20% of the atten-
dancecanbeattributedtocom-
munityworksaswell,”hesaid.
Nayaksaidtheyhadfinalised

about 35,000 individual works
under216categorieslikedigging
ofwells at farms,making cattle
sheds, horticulture work and
construction of homes under
the Awas Yojana. “I have asked
thestaff topersonallyapproach
the beneficiaries, instead of the
otherwayround,topro-actively
speedupworks.”
Maharashtrahasalso issued

orderstopublishthelistof these
beneficiariesatgovernmentof-
ficessuchasthatofthecollector,
zilaparishadCEO,sub-divisional
officers, tehsildars and gram
panchayats.Thestateisalsotry-
ingtoclearrejectedonlinewage
transactionsona “war footing”,
Nayaksaid.
Rajasthan MNREGS

Commissioner P C Kishan said
the demand for the scheme is
expectedto increase inthenext
fewmonths,withevenrelatively
affluentvillagersseekingjobsaf-
ter loss of income during the
lockdown.

OBC, SC/ST
as constitutionally envisaged.
TheGovernmenttotakeappro-
priate steps in this regard,” it
said.
Onthe2000order,theBench

said “the G.O.Ms. No.3/2000
providingfor100percentreser-

vation is not permissible under
theConstitution,theouter limit
is 50 per cent as specified in
IndraSawhney”.
In1992,aConstitutionBench

of the Supreme Court, ruling in
Indra Sawhney & Others vs
Unionof India, capped the total
permissible reservation at 50
percent.
“Areservationthatispermis-

sible by protective mode, by
making it 100 per cent would
becomediscriminatoryandim-
permissible.Theopportunityof
public employment cannot be
denied unjustly to the incum-
bents, and it is not the preroga-
tive of few. The citizens have
equalrights,andthetotalexclu-
sionofothersbycreatinganop-
portunity for one class is not
contemplated by the founding
fathers of the Constitution of
India. Equality of opportunity
and pursuit of choice under
Article51-Acannotbedeprived
of unjustly and arbitrarily,” it
said.
“By providing 100 per cent

reservation to the Scheduled
Tribes has deprived the
Scheduled Castes and Other
Backward Classes also of their
duerepresentation.Theconcept
ofreservationisnotproportion-
atebutadequate,asheldinIndra
Sawhney.Theaction is thusun-
reasonableandarbitraryandvi-
olative of provisions of Articles
14,15and16of theConstitution
of India. It also impinges upon
the right of open category and
ScheduledTribeswhohaveset-
tled in the area after 26th
January1950,” theBenchsaid.
Rejecting the state’s argu-

ments, the Bench said “there
werenosuchextraordinarycir-
cumstancestoprovidea100per
cent reservation in Scheduled
Areas. It is an obnoxious idea
thattribalsonlyshouldteachthe
tribals.Whenthereareotherlo-
cal residents, why they cannot
teachisnotunderstandable.The
action defies logic and is arbi-
trary.Merit cannotbedenied in
totobyproviding reservation”.
The Bench was hearing a

challenge to the decision of the
AndhraPradeshHighCourtthat
upheld the government order.
Given the circumstances, it,
however, allowed the request
not to quash the appointments
already made, but warned
againstmakingsuchprovisions
in the future.
It noted that a similar gov-

ernment order was issued by
Andhra Pradesh in 1986which
was quashed by the State
Administrative Tribunal and an
appeal before the Supreme
Court was dismissed as with-
drawnin1998.
“Afterwithdrawalof theap-

peal from this Court, it was ex-
pected of the erstwhile State of
AndhraPradeshnot to resort to
suchillegalityofproviding100%
reservation once again. But in-
stead, it issued G.O.Ms. No.3 of
2000,whichwasequallyimper-
missible... It was least expected
from the functionary like
Government toact inaforesaid
manneras theywereboundby
the dictum laid down by this
Court in Indra Sawhney... and
other decisions holding that
the limit of reservation not to
exceed 50%. There was no
rhymeor reasonwith theState
Government to resort to 100%
reservation. It is unfortunate
that illegal exercisedonein1986
wassoughttobeprotectedbyyet
anotherunconstitutionalattempt
by issuingG.O.Ms.No.3 of 2000
withretrospectiveeffectof 1986,
andnowafter that20yearshave
passed. In the peculiar circum-
stance,wesavetheappointments
conditionallythatthereorganised
States i.e. the States of Andhra
PradeshandTelangananot toat-
tempt a similar exercise in the
future. If theydosoandexceed
the limit of reservation, there
shall not be any saving of the
appointments made, w.e.f.
1986 till date”, the bench said
in its judgment.
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Facebook picks stake, Jio set to
tap into vast WhatsApp user base

Facebook-Jio collaboration will be visible first in e-tail

create new employment op-
portunities,”RILChairmanand
Managing Director Mukesh
Ambani saidWednesday.
The deal also opens up

WhatsApp’s entire user base
forReliance, includingthecus-
tomers on rival telecom plat-
forms.“WithWhatsAppfirmly
entrenched as the dominant
OTT messaging platform in
India, Jiowillnowhaveachan-
nel for promoting their other
digital services directly to the
customers of their competi-
tors. Moreover, over time it’s
also possible to expect Jio to
usetheWhatsApprelationship
to try convert Bharti (Airtel)
andVodafoneIdeacustomerto
their network,” Bernstein
Researchsaid inanote.
Withitslargestinvestment

yet in India, the California-
basedFacebookhasfinallysuc-
ceededaftermultipleattempts
to get into Indian telecom
space. Jio Platforms Ltd owns
wireless broadband, home
broadband, enterprise broad-
band and narrowband inter-
net-of-things businesses, as
well as a bouquet of digital

apps. The transaction puts Jio
Platformsataround$66billion
in enterprise value (which in-
cludes themarket capitalisa-
tion of a company as well as
the debt and cash on its bal-
ancesheet).
Since the deal with

Reliance is only for aminority
stake,neitherFacebooknorRIL
is bound in anyway to an ex-
clusivearrangement.So,apart
from Jio, Facebook can look at
similar partnerships on other
platforms, including within
WhatsApp.
In2015,thesocialmediagi-

anthadattemptedtoofferfree
InternetservicestoIndiancus-
tomers under its FreeBasics
platform, but the plan was
foiled by telecommunication
regulator TRAI, which disal-
loweddifferentialpricing.
Now, as per a banker, “Not

only does Facebook get a
readymade platformwith a
huge customer base, it may
haveavoidedthebighurdleof
spending time on getting ap-
provals for doing business in
India.”
The move to part with a

stake in Jio Platforms is in line
with Reliance’s plans to divest
sharesinitsunitstobringdown
thecompany’sdebt,while en-
hancingitsequityvalue,incase
itgoesinforaninitialpublicof-
fering. The company’s out-
standingdebtasonSeptember
30,2019,wasRs2.92lakhcrore
($41.2 billion), while cash and
cashequivalentswereatRs1.35
lakhcrore($19billion).
Earlier, Reliance signed an

agreementtodiveststakeinits
telecom towers business to
Brookfield,andisintalkstosell
a stake in the optic fibre busi-
ness, which has been trans-
ferred to an Infrastructure
InvestmentTrust.Atopinvest-
ment banker said that the
Facebook deal is in line with
MukeshAmbani’sAGMspeech
lastyear,wherehesaidhewas
working with global leaders
andwouldmakethecompany
debt-freebyMarch2021.
“It is a well-thought-out

plan and is being executed to
perfection. It must be under-
stoodthatwiththescaleofhis
businesses—oil&gas,telecom,
digital and retail — there is no

room for error. I understand
thatAramco’s duediligence is
currentlyon(Relianceplansto
sell20%stakeinitsrefiningand
petrochemicals business to
Saudi giant Aramco) and the
RIL Group is also learnt to be
workingonbringinginaglobal
strategic player into its retail
business,” the investment
banker said.
AnalystsexpectRelianceto

now further expand on the
digital front. “Facebook can
help Jiomove to thenext level
as they have the expertise,
technologyandglobal talent”,
while relieving its debt con-
cerns, said an analyst with a
global research firm.
As per the India head of a

global investment banking
firm, “What Reliance is doing
is creating a permanent busi-
nesscontinuityplan.Thebusi-
ness will not be dependent
now on how successful the
next generation is, as it will
continue to grow with the
strategic partner. It is like suc-
cession planning as it covers
thebusiness froma lot of per-
ceivable risks in the future.”

AnshumanThakur,headof
strategy at Reliance Jio, said
duringthecall:“Aswecometo
the post-COVID era, and the
economic recovery thatwe’re
allhopingfor,thereisalotthat
wecandotogether,andsothe
timinghasbeenappropriate.”
Thakurdescribedthedealas

a“long-termpartnership”,and
said the initial productswould
be focussed on small and
mediumenterprises aswell as

themerchants, “wherewecan
go in with the products that
theyunderstandwellalready”.
One hurdle for using

WhatsAppwillbethefactthat
the just over amillion Indians
currently have access to the
WhatsApp Pay featurewhich
is yet to get regulatory clear-
ance. However, Reliance has
JioMoney, which could be in-
tegratedintotheJioMartprod-
uct tomake payments seam-

less.
Thakur said Facebookwill

have a seat on the board of Jio
Platforms, along with an ob-
server seat. “Facebookwill be
our largest partner. that is an
expressionofthecommitment
andtrust.”
However, Thakur clarified

thattheinvestmentorthepart-
nershiporcollaborationdidnot
mean that the companies
(Facebook and Jio)would stop

competing in the market.
“Therewillbethingswherewe
willbedirectlycompetingwith
each other; in themarket the
entities are independent of
eachotherineveryrespect,”he
said.
Whichmeans that once it

gets clearance,WhatsAppPay
will compete directly with
JioMoney.Also,Jiohasmessen-
gers that compete with
WhatsApp foruserattention.
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Frontlineworkersare
at risk,andnot just
fromCOVID-19
NEWEPISODEEVERYDAY

Reportersdetailhowhealthworkersare
facing increasedpressure,howstigmais
drivingattacks,andwhyIMAdemandeda
change in lawtoprotect them
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AMIDALLEGATIONSof thestate
government’s effort to hide ac-
tualnumbers regardingCOVID-
19positivecasesanddeaths, in-
volvement inallegedPDSscam,
and keeping BJP MPs under
‘house arrest’, Governor
JAGDEEP DHANKHAR tells
RAVIKBHATTACHARYAthatthe
stategovernmentshouldsyner-
gisticallyworkwith theCentre.

Whatdoyouthinkof the
Centresendingtwoteamsto
Bengal toevaluate lockdown
enforcement inseven
districts (COVID-19
hotspots)?
COVID-19 is tobe facedunit-

edly, fully supporting our health
warriors. Coronavirus is secular,
non-discriminatory and ad-
verselyimpactsall,irrespectiveof
ideologyorstatus.Inthecountry,
the fight against thismenace to
civilisationisbeingspearheaded
bytheprimeministerwithvision
andimagination. It is requiredof
all tobeincooperationmode.
I have appealed to all in the

statetoextendfull support tothe
stategovernment.Ihaverequested
thestategovernmenttosynergis-
ticallyworkwiththecentralgov-
ernment. Central teams have
comeafter due thoughtprocess
and under a legal regime that
bindsusall.TheSupremeCourtor-
der,datedMarch31,isrequiredto
be followedbyall, and thatman-
dates—“...wetrustandexpectthat
all concerned viz., State
Governments, PublicAuthorities
andCitizens of this countrywill
faithfully complywith thedirec-
tives and orders issued by the
Unionof India in letter andspirit
intheinterestofpublicsafety.”
This is no time to dictate ac-

tions by political or otherwise
considerations.

CMMamataBanerjeehas
saidsendingcentral team
‘withoutvalidreasonmight
notbeconsistentwiththe
spiritof federalism’.What is
youropiniononthis?
I am sure the CMwill revisit

her stand in the light of the legal
provisionsoftheSCorderandof-
fer full cooperationtothecentral
teams,sothatthemiseriesofpeo-
ple can be mitigated and the
sharpness of the fight against

COVID-19beenhanced.
Allareboundbyconstitutional

provisions andmust respect the
same. While I havenot appreci-
atedthestandoftheCMinnotpe-
rformingherconstitutionalduti-
es,evenquamyoffice,lookinginto
theseriousnessandsensitivesit-
uation,Icontinuetobeinrequest
mode. Therehastoberealisation
byher. Bureaucracymust not be
emasculatedorinsupinemode.

Onsocialmedia,youhave
criticisedtheallegedhouse
arrestofBJPMPsduring
COVID-19outbreak.What
shouldhavebeendone?
MPs have critically signifi-

cantroletoplay,moresoduring
crisisperiod.Curtailmentoftheir
activities, inspired by political
motivations,isunwholesomere-
flectionongovernance. I invited
attention of the government to
this aspect and the response of
thestateleaveseverythingtobe
desired. The cryptic response
calls for stern action and that is
engagingmyattention.Whatan
ironic situation that while one
MPcan feed thousands in a day
andfordaystogether,theothers
can’tstepouttodischargepublic
service.Thisdichotomyisalarm-
ingandcannotbeoverlooked.

What isyourtakeon
oppositionparties, including
BJPandCPM,challengingthe
numberofCOVID-19positive

casesanddeaths?
There are no takers for the

COVID-19 death figures on ac-
count of the series of discrepan-
ciesbythestategovernment.The
concern of the political parties,
medical fraternity andcitizens is
well-premised. The trust deficit
onthiscountbetweenthegovern-
ment andmedical fraternity as
alsobetweenthegovernmentand
peoplehasattractednationaland
globalfocus.TheconceptofAudit
Committee,unheardofsofar,has
worsened the situation... people
need toknowtheground reality
andsuchinformationisboundto
generateseriousnessinpeopleto-
wards observance of lockdown
protocolandsocialdistancing.
Ihaveurgedthegovernment

that a credible sharing of infor-
mation will go a long way in
sharpeningour fight.

Youhavetalkedabout ‘PDS
scam’ inBengalduringthe
lockdownandstatedthat it is
gettingbigger.Whatshould
bedone?
Fromallover thestate, Ihave

gotworrisomeinputsaboutPDS
being hijacked politically, ration
dealersbeingsubjectedbyruling
partyworkers tocoercivemech-
anism and distribution taking
placeinapoliticisedmannerun-
der token issuedby theworkers
of therulingparty.Thishijacking
is a very poor reflection on the
publicfunctionariesandtheywill
have to be held accountable for
theirlapses,failuresandinaction
inofficialduties.

TMCMPshavecriticisedyour
stand.Whatisyourresponse?
Allmyactionsaredictated in

theinterestofpeopleof thestate
ofWestBengal,andIwouldcon-
tinue towork in that direction.
ThescriptthatI followemanates
fromtheIndianConstitution...
Surelyitisnotappropriatefor

the CM to have an iron curtain
with Raj Bhavan. Disregard of
constitutional norms andobjec-
tionsatherendare justnot con-
donable. Ihaverepeatedlyurged
her to reflect. CM is acting in an
undemocratic fashion by ignor-
ingtheConstitutionthatindicates
authoritarianism.

Full interviewon
www.indianexpress.com
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AWOMANadmittedtoahospi-
tal in the city of Uluberia in
Howrah district with the novel
coronavirusdisease(COVID-19)
hasgivenbirthtoaboywhohas
testednegative for thevirus.
Thewomanhadmildbreath-

ing problems when she was
brought toSanjibanHospitalon
April 13. Shewas immediately
movedtotheisolationward,and
monitoredcontinuously.

“From the very first day, we
constantly monitored the
mother,” said the hospital’s
Director Subhasis Mitra. “We
frequentlymademulti special-
ity efforts, andmonitored the
pregnancy and foetal heart
soundregularly.”
The hospital set up a special

team comprising a gynaecolo-
gist, apaediatricsspecialist, and
others.
“We avoided caesarean de-

liveryandpreferrednormalde-
livery in this case,” said Mitra.
“OnApril20,shehadlabourpain

and gave birth to a baby boy
weighingtwokgand700grams.
Bothmother and boy are doing
well.”
Hospital authorities said the

baby was also in the isolation
ward, and they were allowing
themother tobreastfeedhim.
“We are very cautious,” said

Mitra. “Weare strictlymonitor-
ing the child. The mother has
alsobeenaskedtomaintainsafe
distance. We are not allowing
any visitors. The baby’s father
alsosawhimthroughvideocon-
ferencing.”

Woman with Covid gives birth to virus-free boy
CHEERAMIDGLOOM

State Urban Development
Minister and Kolkata Mayor
FIRHAD HAKIM talks to ATRI
MITRAaboutGovernorJagdeep
Dhankhar’s recent criticism of
thestategovernment, including
allegationsof aPDSscam.

What isyouropiniononthe
Governor’s remarksatatime
thestategovernment is
fightingagainst thespreadof
COVID-19inBengal?
When Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee is appealing
everyonetofightthecoronavirus
unitedly,andthePrimeMinister
is appealing in the same tune,
the vindictive attitude of the
Governor[JagdeepDhankhar]is
discouraging thousandsof peo-
ple who are with the Chief
Ministeratthetimeofthiscrisis.
It isnotclearif theconstitutional
positionisbeingusedonbehest
of apoliticalparty.

TheGovernorhascriticised
thestategovernmentfor
allegedlyputtingBJPMPs
underhousearrest.Your
reaction?
TheBJPMPsthemselveshave

broken the ethics of the lock-
down. One MP returned from
Delhi. Insteadofstayinginquar-
antine for 14 days, he directly
went to his constituency.More
or less, all BJP leaders are doing
thesame.

TheGovernorhasspoken
abouta“PDSscam”.Your
response?
With all due respect, I chal-

lenge the honourable Governor
to showmeasingle caseof cor-
ruption in the ration system in
which the Trinamool Congress
or anyone attached to the party
is involved. Becauseof the lock-
down,theremaybesomeprob-
lems in thedistribution system,
but that isnot corruption.
The Chief Minister herself

tookstrictactionagainstthede-
partmentand its secretaryafter
coming to know of some prob-
lems from the public. The gov-
ernment is trying hard to nor-
malise the rationing system to
fulfil the commitment of the
ChiefMinister.

TheGovernorandthe
Oppositionhaveallegedthat

thestategovernmenthasnot
testedenough, is suppressing
factsandmishandlingthe
situation.
The government has no in-

tentionofsuppressingfacts.The
GovernorandtheBJParesinging
the same tune.Why should the
government hide facts? It is
fighting the pandemic along
with the people, andwhatever
remediesarebeingtakenareby
the government and not the
Governor.Thegovernmentisnot
receiving any sort of support
fromtheCentre.

TrinamoolCongressMPs
havetalkedabout lodginga
complaintagainstDhankhar
intheLokSabha,accusing
himofbeingpartisan.Your
thoughts?
Inademocraticprocess,MPs

have to act according to what-
everthepartyfeels.Notonlythe
government or the party, entire
West Bengal thinks the
Governor is acting in a partisan
manner.

Onnumerousoccasions, the
Governorhasrefusedtosign
Bills, forcingAssembly
sessionstoendabruptly...
The only role of our hon-

ourableGovernoristosatisfythe
honourable HomeMinister of
India. To do that, and carry out
the instructions of the BJP, the
Governor is doing the same
againandagain.

MASKS OUT
Aroadside installationof statuesonnational integrationnowhavemaskstocreateawarenessoncoronavirus, inKolkataonWednesday. ParthaPaul
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THE TWO Inter-Ministerial
Central Teams (IMCTs) tasked
withassessingWestBengal’shan-
dlingofthecoronaviruspandemic
insevendistrictscouldnotdoany
meaningfulworkforthethirdday,
withthestategovernmentignor-
ingtheKolkatateam’srequestfor
a detailed presentation onnine
points,andinspectionvisitsto12
hotspots, nine COVID-19hospi-
tals,sixmarkets,andfourquaran-
tine centres across Kolkata,
Howrah, East Midnapore and
North24Parganas.
TheNorthBengalteam,tasked

withmonitoringpreparednessin
Darjeeling, Kalimpong and
Jalpaiguri,too,couldnotmoveout
on Wednesday. However, the
teamhaditsfirstbriefinginthree
days from the Jalpaiguri
Commissionerontheoverallsta-
tus of the outbreak in the three
districts.
The impasse continuedeven

as state Chief Secretary Rajiva
Sinhaclaimedthatthescarcityof
viral transportmedium (VTM)
andRNAextractionkits fromthe
Centrewas themain reasonbe-
hind the low testingnumbers in
thestate,andannounced32new
cases had been detected since
Tuesday.Hesaidtheproblemwas
aggravated by the defective kits
the state had received from the
Uniongovernment.
The central teams, however,

saidthestatewasnotmovingfast
enough on its requests. Someof
the subjects onwhich they had
sought a presentation from the
statehealthdepartmentaretest-
ing scale, testing facilities, avail-
ability of personal protective
equipment(PPE)forhealthwork-
ers,availabilityofICUbeds,venti-
latorsandoxygensupply, the in-
cidence of COVID19 among
healthworkers, and the process
ofdeterminingthecauseofdeath
forCOVID19patients.
“Wehaven’theardfromthem

thewhole day today. This is our
third day here, andwe haven’t
doneanythingmeaningfulyet,”a
member of the IMCT led by
Additional Secretary Apurva
Chandrasaid.
In a letter to Chief Secretary

Rajiv Sinha on Wednesday
morning,Chandraalsorequested
informationaboutthemethodof
identifying COVID-19 suspects
and quarantining them. “The
IMCTwould also like to under-

standanyproblemsfacedbythe
stategovernment in implemen-
tation of the lockdown orders,
availabilityoftestingkitsetcand
support required from the
Government of India in this re-
gard,”addedthe letter.
Chandra said during his

team’s fieldvisits theyshouldbe
accompanied by “relevant offi-
cersofthehealthdepartment,lo-
cal bodies, and other depart-
mentsinvolvedinimplementing
thehealthanddisinfectionmeas-
uresapart fromsupplyof essen-
tial commodities, operation of
quarantinecentresandtheman-
agement of the relevant hospi-
tals”, andnot a police officer. On
Tuesday, the IMCThad been ac-
companiedbyastatepoliceoffi-
cer of ACP rank during its hour-
longtourofKolkatatoassessthe
implementationofthelockdown.
Chandra sent the letter after

thestateadministrationsoughtto
de-escalate the confrontation
withtheMinistryofHomeAffairs.
TheTrinamoolCongressgovern-
menthadinitiallyquestionedthe
deployment of the IMCTs, and
suggestedit“mightnotbeconsis-
tentwiththespiritoffederalism”.
Later on Tuesday, Sinha said

theadministrationwas“cooper-
ating”withtheteams,butalsore-
minded that the central teams
shouldhaveinformedthestateof
theirarrivalina“propermanner”.
On the first day after landing

inthestate, theKolkata IMCTled
byChandrahadvisitedtheoffice
oftheNationalInstituteofCholera

andEntericDiseases, andheld a
meetingwiththeChiefSecretary
atstatesecretariatNabanna.
Thedetailedpresentationby

thestatehealthdepartmentwas
scrapped Tuesdaymorning and
the teamwasprovided a liaison
officer by the state only in the
evening, followingwhich it vis-
ited five to six areas in the city.
Thegroup,however,didnotstep
outfromthecarforaphysicalin-
spection.
In the first two days, the

NorthBengalteamcouldneither
manage tomeet any officers of
the state government nor con-
ductany inspectionvisits.
Meanwhile,RajivaSinhasaid

the32newcaseswerereported
fromKolkata,Howrah,Hooghly,
AsansolandSiliguri.Withsixpa-
tients being discharged, the to-
tal active positive cases since
Tuesday is 26. “The total active
positive case in the state till to-
day is300,”headded.
The official saidmost of the

caseswerearesultof familycon-
tacts.“Ifwesegregatethesefam-
ilies thenwewillbeabletocon-
trolthespread,”headded.“Total
tests done so far here are 7,037.
In the last 24 hours, 855 tests
wereconducted."
ThoughheblamedtheCentre

forthelowtestingnumbers,say-
ing theNarendraModi govern-
menthadprovidedaninsufficient
numberof kits—10,000overall,
with only 2,500VTMand3,456
RNAextractionkits—theMinistry
of Health and Family Welfare
Ministry refused to accept the
government’s rationale. The
CentrepointedoutthattheIndian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR)hadaskedall thestatesat
theverybeginningtoprocurethe
VTMandRNAkitslocally.
“Manyare saying thatweare

hidingfactsandnotdoingenough
tests,” Sinha reiterated. “It’s not
truethatifweconductmoretests,
more positive caseswill be de-
tected. For example, todaywe
tested 855 samples, but only 32
peopletestedpositiveforCOVID-
19.Wearehappywiththedata.”
After the lockdownwas im-

posed, nearly 400 samples used
tobe testedonanaverage every
day. But in the last twodays, the
figure has jumped to over 850,
sourcessaid.“Initially,wehadfive
laboratories,nowwehave12.This
has helped us in carrying out
more tests,” said the Chief
Secretary, adding that in the last
three to fourdays, theyhave “in-
creased tests” as it had received
“sufficient number of VTMand
RNAextractionkitsfrommarket”.
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FOURPOLICEMENwereinjured
inthecityofBaduriainNorth24
ParganasdistrictonWednesday
after local people hurled stones
at the policewhen they tried to
lift a road blockade imposed in
protestagainstallegedirregular-
ities in thedistributionof ration
supplies.
Localpeopleclaimedthatthe

violence eruptedwhen the po-
lice started using batons to dis-
perse theprotesters.
“Our personnel received re-

portsthatsomelocalshadputup
aroadblockadeatwardnumber
nine of Baduria Municipality,”
said a senior district police offi-
cer. “They rushed to the spot to
lifttheblockade.However,locals
pelteduswithstonesandfourof
ourpersonnelhavebeeninjured.
Wearelookingintothematter.”
The police said 21 people

were detained in connection
with theviolence.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee claimed that
the incident was not related to
her government’s ration distri-
butionprogramme.
“The Baduria incident that

tookplacetodayisnotrelatedto
the state government’s ration
distribution event,” she told re-
porters. “Inmany places, NGOs
and political parties are also
helpingpeople[byprovidingra-
tion]withtheirownmoney.The
amount of ration to be distrib-
utedamongthepeopledepends
ontheircapabilities.Thegovern-
mentration,whichincludes5kg
rice, is being distributed to the
peopleonceamonth.This isbe-
ingdonewithoutanyproblem.”
Food Minister Jyotipriya

Mullick blamed the BJP for the
violence.“Ihaveheardaboutthe
incident,” he said. “BJP leader
from ward number nine of
Baduria Municipality led the
protest. Hewas instrumental in
orchestratingtheroadblockade.
Ihaveaskedthepolicetotakeac-
tionagainsthimasper law.”
BJP leader Samik

Bhattacharya dismissed the al-
legation.
“Whenever thegovernment

failstocontrolpeople’sunrest, it
pointsfingersattheBJP,”hesaid.
“This is nothing but a political
conspiracy.Wedon’tsupportas-
sault on policemen. But today’s
situationwent out of hand be-
cause thepolice failedtoensure
lawandorder. It is their failure.”

Four cops injured
during protest over
ration distribution

STATECOUNT

300
ACTIVE
CASES

15
DEATHS

79RECOVERED

7,037 SAMPLES
TESTED TILL APRIL 22

32MORECASES INLAST24HOURS

Central teamsblame
state for impasse,
sayofficials elusive
Lackof testingkitsreasonfor lowtestnumbers:Chief Secy

Supriyo
posts video of
‘dead patient’,
sparks row
Kolkata:Avideo tweeted
byUnionminister Babul
Supriyo of a deadpatient
allegedly lying in the iso-
lationwardof a state-run
hospitalherehasstokeda
controversywiththeBen-
galgovernmentquestion-
ingitsveracityandassert-
ingthattheoppositionBJP
“specialises” in spreading
fakenews.Supriyoclaim-
ed that itwas in the pub-
lic domain andurged the
TMC to urgently investi-
gate thematter. “This is a
shockingvideo...Sincethis
VDO is in the public do-
main, IwudrequestHon-
bleWBCM@MamataOffi-
cialtoconductathorough
enquiry into it & release
the FACTs asap,” he said.
Seniorminister and TMC
secretary-general Partha
Chatterjeesaid, “Wehave
tofirstcheckwhetherthe
videoistrueorfake,aswe
allknowthat theBJPspe-
cialises in spreading fake
videos.” PTI

CORONA
WATCH

Nurseswiththenewbornandhismother. Express

*Source:WestBengalHealthand
FamilyWelfareDepartment
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CT/GD SHISHU KUMAR MISHRA
ONGC JORHAT

23-04-1999

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life at altar
of duty while fighting with militants. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of inspiration

for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted to him for his
noblest deed.

Lt Col DS Mahlawat
(17 June 1973 – 20 April 2020)

Fraternity of Army Educational Corps expresses
profound grief and sorrow on the sad demise of Lt Col
DS Mahlawat on 20 April 2020. The Officer was post-
ed at Sainik School Gopalganj as Vice Principal.
Commissioned into Army Educational Corps on 08

December 2001, he will always be remembered for his selfless and dedi-
catied service to the Corps. We pray to the Almighty to bless eternal peace
to the departed soul and give strength to the bereaved family.

Maj Gen Devesh Gaur
Addl DGMT (AE) & Col Comdt

and All Ranks of Army Educational Corps


S�A�L�U�T�E �T�H�E 
S�O�L�D�I�E	R CORRIGENDUM
Due to unavoidable circumstances, the last date and time for
document downloading and bidding & Time and date of
opening of technical bid against PNlet No.
13/EE(PWD)/BLN/2019-20, Dated, 19.03.2020 as communicated
vide reference No. F. 7(7)/EE(PWD)/BLN/ DIVN/5359-5426,
dated, 19.03.2020 as published in the
https://tripuratenders.gov.in with tender ID No.
2020_CEPWD_9421_1 is hereby extended as follows:
1. Last date & time for document downloading and bidding upto

3.00 p.m. on 04.05.2020 instead of 22.04.2020.
2. Time and date of opening of technical bid at 4.00 p.m. on

06.05.2020 instead of 24.04.2020.
All other terms & condition shall remain unchanged.

Sd/-
(Er. Dilip Das)

Executive Engineer,
Belonia Division, PWD (R&B) Belonia, South Tripura

ICA-C/64/20

Sample testing shift: InMaharashtra,
private labs overtake govt facilities
KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

MAHARASHTRA, WHICH has
emerged as the ground zero of
the coronavirus outbreak in the
country, has become the first
statewherethenumberofsam-
plestestedatprivatefacilitieshas
overtaken those at government
labs — by nearly double on
Tuesdayalone.
With 5,221 cases so far, the

highestinanystate,Healthofficials
arebankingon largescale testing
asakeytooltoisolateandcontain
thespread.And,accordingtooffi-
cial figures availableWednesday
morning,Maharashtrahastested
82,304 samples so far, of which
41,794—50.78%—weredone in
theprivatelabs.
The figures show that on

Tuesday,privatelabstested4,211

samples while government fa-
cilitiestotalled2,255inthestate.
There are twomain reasons

for thesurge inprivatetesting,a
government official said.
“Physicians have been given
wider discretion, they can pre-
scribelabtestsforasymptomatic
people too. Also, in the case of
Maharashtra,afewlabsstopped
testing temporarily after the
SupremeCourtorderedfreetest-
ing for all. They have now re-
sumed in full capacity,”hesaid.
Theofficialwasreferringtothe

courtmodifyingitsorderandclar-
ifying that free tests are only for
AyushmanBharat beneficiaries
and economicallyweaker sec-
tions. The court ruled that the
Centre’spricecapofRs4,500per
testwouldcontinueforothers.
“Private labs, inmy opinion,

have twice the capacity as that
of government labs asweoper-

ate 24x7. Also, the outbreak in
Dharavi is contributing to big
numbers coming to private
labs,” Arokiaswamy Velumani,
CEO of Mumbai-based
Thyrocare, said. Dharavi has
recordedover180cases.
Officialsalsopointedoutthat

Maharashtrahasthelargestpri-
vate labnetwork in thecountry,
with 20 of a total of 87 opera-
tional in thestate.
In Delhi, meanwhile, only

25% (6,734) of the total 26,627
samples tested are fromprivate
labs,upfrom19%twoweeksago.
Official figuresshowthatthe

rise in testing at private labs in
Maharashtrahasalsoresultedin
an increase inpositivecasesbe-
ing reported. In the last one
week, the average total positive
cases in the state stood at 5.30%
oftotalsamplestestedasagainst
4.33%thepreviousweek.

In government labs, this
number stood at 6.46% for the
last week and 5.47% the week
before; in private labs, it was
4.085%and2.97%, respectively.
Mappingtheshift,thefigures

showthatprivate labs testedan
averageof3,133samplesperday
over the last seven days, com-
pared to 2,175 in government
labs. An identical trendwas re-
portedthepreviousweek,when
private labs testedanaverageof
2,029samplesperday,asagainst
1,898 ingovernment facilities.
Officialfiguresfromacrossthe

month present a stark contrast,
andshowthepaceatwhichtest-
ing at private labs have gained
groundinMaharashtra.
OnApril 9, government labs

tested 12,984 samples, 5,091
morethanprivatelabs.Thetrend
heldoverthenextweek,withgov-
ernmentlabstesting25,283sam-

ples,5,424morethanprivatelabs.
The trend started shifting

subsequently in theweeks that
followed,withtwodaysrecord-
ing themaximumgapbetween
the two.
On April 19, 4,241 samples

weretestedinprivatelabs,com-
paredto2,389ingovernmentfa-
cilities.Tuesdaymarkedthenext
big jump.
In Delhi, similarly, there has

beenanincreaseintestinginthe
10 approved private labs after
theapexcourtorderonApril14.
In the last oneweek, private

labs tested551samplesperday,
on average, against 926 in gov-
ernmentfacilities—butonApril
17 alone, private labs tested as
many2,048samples. In thepre-
viousweek,private labs inDelhi
tested 152 samples per day, on
average,comparedto882ingov-
ernment labs.

UNIONMINISTER of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution RAM VILAS
PASWAN tells HARIKISHAN
SHARMA that there is no short-
age of foodgrain in the country,
and about the steps being taken
to ensure the smooth supply
acrossstates.Excerpts:

Howwillyouensurethatthe
supplyoffoodgrainremains
smoothincomingdays?
AsonApril20,wehaveastock

of524.5lakhmetrictons(LMT)of
foodgrain—289.5 LMT rice and
235LMTwheat.Besides,procure-
menthasbeenstartedfortherabi
cropfromApril15,whichwill in-
creasethestockfurther.
Ourmonthly requirement is

about60LMT. Ifwe take intoac-
count requirement under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana, an additional 180
LMTwill be required. Thus,we
have sufficient foodgrain in our
godowns.Thereisnoshortage.As
far as lifting of foodgrain and its
transportationisconcerned,that
workisbeingdoneatwarfooting.
Allemployeesandworkersofthe
FoodCorporationofIndiaaredo-
ing a fantastic job; the Prime
Minister himself has recognised
theirefforts.Injust27days,about
44.58 LMTgrain has been lifted
andtransportedtodifferentparts
of the country until Monday.
That’snotchild’splay.

Buttherearecomplaints
regardingnon-availabilityof
foodgraintothepoor,
particularlymigrantlabourers
inmanystates.
Wearemonitoring thesitua-

tion regularly. I am in constant
touchwith states. I have spoken
toministersin-chargeoffoodsup-
pliesdepartmentsof18states,in-
cludingUP, Bihar,West Bengal,
TelanganaandTamilNadu.These

states have started lifting food-
grainaccordingtotheirquota.
Besides,weareprovidingrice

at Rs 22per kg andwheat Rs 21
per kg under the OpenMarket
Sale scheme. Any state can buy
grains for distribution among
people not covered under Food
SecurityAct. There isno require-
mentofauctioning—theycantake
asmuchgrainastheyrequire.

UnderPMGKY,therewasan
announcementofproviding
1kgpulsestopoorfamiliesat
freeofcost.Isthatavailableon
ground?
There are someproblems as

far as supply of pulses are con-
cerned.Wehaveabufferstockof
pulses but these are un-milled.
Therewas a problemofmilling
these pulses but now that has
beensortedout.Somestateshave
received supply of pulses,while
othersareintheprocess.Wewill
rampup supply of pulses in the

comingdays.

WilltheCentreextend
additional5-kgfoodgrainto
thepoorunderPMGKY
beyond3months?
Asofnow, it isupto June.We

willassessthesituationafterthat.

Somestates,includingBihar,
havefailedtoidentifyabout40
lakhbeneficiariesunder
NFSA-2013.Haveyoutakenup
thematterwiththesestates?
Yes,it’struethatabout40lakh

people,outofthetotalnumberac-
ceptedunderNFSA,havenotbeen
identified as beneficiaries under
this Act. I have spoken to Bihar
Deputy CMSushilModi and re-
quested him to take necessary
stepstocompleteidentificationof
such people. I have also spoken
withtheCMofHimachalPradesh.
Identifyingbeneficiariesisthere-
sponsibilityofstates.

Thereisademandfor
universalisationofthePublic
DistributionSystem.Doyou
thinkitstimehascome?
Wewant to help the needy.

States cangive ration toasmany
peopleastheywant;theycantake
foodgrain under OMS and use
StateDisasterResponseFund.

ThereisademandthatNFSA
beneficiaries’number,which
wasfixedonthebasisof2011
Census,shouldberevised.Will
thegovernmenttakeastepin
thisdirection?
Thenumber of beneficiaries

underNFSA is fixed as per 2011
Census. According to the provi-
sionsofthisAct,therevisionofthe
populationcoveragewillhappen
atanintervalof10years.Thenext
Census is due in2021. So, the re-
visionofNFSAbeneficiaries’num-
berwill be done on the basis of
that.

‘Enough foodgrain in
godowns, no shortage’

WITH

RAMVILAS
PASWAN

FOODMINISTER

THE EXPRESS
INTERVIEW
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THECHHATTISGARHunitof the
CongressonWednesday lodged
aformalcomplaintagainstArnab
Goswami, editor-in-chief and
founderof RepublicTVchannel,
andaccusedhimof“deliberately
making inflammatory state-
ments” and using derogatory
languageagainstCongresspres-
identSoniaGandhi inhisshow.
Asof lateevening,Raipurpo-

licewere in theprocessof regis-
teringanFIR,officials said.
InMaharashtra, state Youth

Congress(YC)presidentSatyajeet
Tambe said he had filed a com-
plaintagainstGoswamiinSanga-
mnerandinstructedYCworkers
to file complaints in all districts.
InNagpur, state PowerMinister
NitinRaut’ssonKunal,aYCoffice-
bearer, filedasimilarcomplaint.
Maharashtra’sMoS (Home)

Satej Patil said the state govern-
ment is weighing legal options
againstGoswamiforallegedlyin-
citing communal hatred in the
Palgharlynchingcase,asalsode-
famingSoniaGandhi.
InRaipur,ChhattisgarhHeal-

th Minister T S Singh Deo and
stateCongresspresidentMohan
Markamapproached the police
with a formal complaint letter
against Goswami. The letter

stated,“Hisstatementsaredivisi-
ve on the basis of religion. He
madedefamatorycommentson
theCongressnationalpresident,
proof of which is available on
YouTube.”
Singh Deo later tweeted: “I

have just filed a complaint
against... Arnab Goswami in
Raipur for deliberatelymaking
inflammatorystatementsonhis
channel to invokehatred...”
AseniorRaipurpoliceofficer

said,“Wehavereceivedthecom-
plaint and are in the process of
registeringtheFIRunderSections
153 (a) (promoting enmity on
groundsofreligion,race,etc),295
(a)(deliberateandmaliciousacts,
intended to outrage religious
feelings) and 505 (statements
conducing to publicmischief).
Wearestarting investigation.”
Congress communications

in-charge Randeep Surjewala
tweetedaclipofGoswami’spur-
ported comments on Sonia on
hisshow.
In theclip tweetedbySurje-

wala,Goswamiostensiblysays:
“Aapki party aur aapke party ke
Rome se aaye hue Italy waali
Sonia Gandhi chup nahin rahti.
Aaj woh chup hain, man hi man
mainmujhe lagtahaiwohkhush
hai...woh khush hai ki santon ko
sadkon pemaara gaya, jahan pe
unki sarkar hai. Report bhejegi
woh, woh Italymain report bhe-

jegi main bol raha hoon.dekhiye
jahanpemaineek sarkarbana li,
wahanpeHindu santon komain
marwa rahi hun. Aur wahan se
wah-wahi milegi.wah beta,
wah..bohot acha kiya Sonia
GandhiAntoniomaino.”
Goswamididnot respond to

a message sent to him late on
Wednesdayeveningseekinghis
comment on the FIR. However,
Goswami,whohoststheflagship
prime-timedebateonhischann-
el, began the show addressing
the action by some Congress
leaders.
Thankingthosewhostoodby

him “ever since Sonia Gandhi
threwa tantrum telling her few
remaining chief ministers that
shewantsme immediately ar-
rested”,Goswamisaid,“Ihaveno
hesitation in saying to Sonia
Gandhi, comearrestme”.
Addressing the Congress

chief, he said, “Nobody is scared
of youoryour familyanymore”.
He said the “thousand FIRs you
are filing across India” showed
her “nervousness”. He called
RajasthanandChhattisgarhchief
ministers as Sonia’s “puppets”,
who,hesaid,havebeenaskedby
theCongresschief toarresthim.
OnTwitter,thetopfivetrends

onWednesdayeveningwereei-
ther in support of Goswami or
askingforhisarrest.

With inputs fromMumbai

FIR against Arnab Goswami over
‘derogatory’ remarks against Sonia

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,APRIL22

MAHARASHTRAHOMEMinister
Anil Deshmukh onWednesday
releasedthenamesof101individ-
ualswhohavebeen arrested for
the lynching of three men in
Palghar lastweek, and reiterated
thattherewasnocommunalan-
gletothecrime.
Deshmukhaccusedtheoppo-

sition in the state of indulging in
“communalpolitics”,andmocked
their claims as “Mungeri Lal ke
haseensapne”(daydreaming).
Aftertwosadhus—Kalpruksh

Giri andChikneMaharaj— from
anashram inKandivili,Mumbai,
and their driver Nilesh Telgade
were lynched in thepresence of
police inGadchinchle village in
PalgharonApril 16night, allega-
tionsweremadeonsocialmedia

that the killerswereMuslim. A
videoofthelynchingsurfacedon
April19andquicklywentviral.
“I haveput out the list of 101

people... not one among them is
Muslim.While the incident took
place, someone in thevideo said
‘oye bas, oye bas... nowstop, now
stop...however,itwastwistedas...
Shoaib bas (Shoaib, stop)... Itwas
given a communal colour and

then communal politics was
played using this,” Deshmukh
said during an interaction on
Facebook.
Over the past fewdays, both

the home minister and Chief
MinisterUddhavThackerayhave
said the victimsbelonged to the
same community as the attack-
ers. Deshmukh spoke about the
allegedmisrepresentationof the
videoearlieronWednesday,too.
In the morning, the home

ministerpostedthenamesof the
101accusedonTwitter,with the
message: “The list of the 101 ar-
rested in the#Palghar incident.
Especially sharing for thosewho
were trying tomake this a com-
munalissue.”
In another tweet, he said:

“Palghar mob lynching is a
grotesque incidentwhich hap-
peneddue to rumours on social
media about child kidnappers&

thieves prowling in the area. A
high level inquiry is going on&
meanwhilepeoplearerequested
nottofallforrumours&verifythe
factsfromtrustedsources.”
Deshmukhalsoposteda link

toareportonthe incidentbythe
fact-checking site Boomlive,
which included screenshots of
WhatsApp messages about
childlifters and thieves, which
were circulated in villages in the
areabeforetheincident.
OnWednesday, Deshmukh

saidthe incidenthadtakenplace
in anAdivasi area, andhadbeen
provokedbyrumoursofchildren
being abducted. “Within eight
hours of the incident, the police
hadarrested101peopleinvolved
in the lynching from nearby
forests andmountains. A special
IGisinvestigating,andthematter
hasbeen transferred to theCID,”
hesaid.

MaharashtraHomeMinister
AnilDeshmukh

Maharashtra minister releases names of
Palghar accused, slams ‘communal politics’
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THERS 15,000-crore COVID-19
emergencypackage announced
bythegovernmentonApril9got
theCabinetnodonWednesday.
Under the India COVID-19

EmergencyResponseandHealth
SystemPreparednessPackage,the
funds will be utilised in three
phases with
Rs7,774crore,sanctionedforim-
mediateCOVID-19emergencyre-
sponse.Theremainingfundswill
be utilised for support over the
nextonetofouryears“tobepro-
vided undermissionmode ap-
proach”,thegovernmentsaid.
Thepackageisaimedatslow-

ing andcontaining the spreadof
coronavirusinthecountrybyde-
velopingdiagnosticsandCOVID-
dedicated treatment facilities. It
will also be used for centralised
procurementofessentialmedical
equipment anddrugsneeded to
treat patients. The fundwill be
usedtopropup“resilientnational
and statehealth systems to sup-
portpreventionandpreparedness
for futurediseaseoutbreaks, set-
tingupoflaboratoriesandbolster
surveillance activities, bio-secu-
rity preparedness, pandemic re-
search and proactively engage
communities and conduct risk
communication activities”, the
governmentsaid.
In the first phase, theUnion

Ministry of Health and Family
Welfarewiththesupportofallthe
other lineministries has under-
taken several activities including
expandingdiagnostics laborato-
riesnetworkandincreasingtest-
ingcapacity.Thegovernmentsaid
that “leveraging on the existing
multi-disease testing platforms
under National TB Elimination
Programme, orders for procure-
ment of 13 lakhs diagnostic kits
have been placed to augment
COVID 19 testing”. A majority
shareof thepackage, apart from
thementionedactivities,willalso
go towards “strengtheningpan-
demic researchandmulti-sector
nationalinstitutionsandplatforms
forOne-Health, community en-
gagement and risk communica-
tionsand implementation,man-
agement, capacity building,
monitoringandevaluation”.

Rs 15,000-cr
COVID
package gets
Cabinet nod

PrakashJavadekar.AnilSharma

MaharashtraHealthMinisterRajeshTopewiththecentral teaminDharavi. Express
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FACEBOOK’SPURCHASEofanearly10%stake
inRelianceIndustries’digitalbusinessunitJio
Platforms brings one of theworld’s largest
Internet companies on the tablewith India’s
largest telecomplayer. The $5.7-billiondeal,
which valuesReliance’s digital operations at
around $66 billion, pushes the Indian con-
glomerateahead in itsplansofde-leveraging
itsbalancesheetwhileacceleratingthelaunch
of itsnewcommercebusiness. Further, itnot
onlymarks Facebook’s long-pending formal
entry into India’s telecomsectorbutalsocat-
apults it toaplaceamong thebiggest foreign
investorsinIndia’stechnologyspace.

WhatdoesthedealmeanforReliance
Industries?
BackinAugust2019,whileaddressingthe

company’s shareholders at the annual gen-
eralmeeting, Reliance Industries Chairman
MukeshAmbanihadsaidthegrouphadpre-
paredaroadmapforbecomingazeronet-debt
companywithin 18months. The Facebook
deal significantly contributes to that plan by
paring about Rs 43,574 crore from its out-
standingdebtasofSeptember2019ofRs2.92
lakhcrore.Theotherprimarycontributorsto
thedebt-reductionplanwillbeapotential$15
billion (aroundRs 1.05 lakh crore) dealwith
Saudi Aramco for a 20% stake in Reliance

Industries’refiningandpetrochemicalsbusi-
nessandRs7,000crore froma49%sale in its
fuel retail joint-venture to British firm BP.
However,expertsbelievetheAramcodeal to
be under threat on account of the oil prices
crashcausedbytheCOVID-19outbreak.
Besides the balance sheet de-leveraging,

thetimingofthedealwithFacebookissignif-
icantforanotherreason:onlineplatformssell-
ingessential goodshavesuddenlywitnessed
anupsurgeindemand.Forexample,beforethe
outbreak, just 1%of theRs80,000-crore gro-
cerymarket in Indiawas representedbyon-
lineplayers. After the lockdown, onlineplat-
formsstartedtoaccountfor50%ofthegrocery
demandinthecountrybysomeestimatesbe-
foreitcorrected.“We’reoneof thefewindus-
tries thathasgotmorethanenoughbusiness
butnot enough resources,” saidHariMenon,
CEOof India’s largestonlinegrocerBigbasket.
Expertshavesaidthearrangementamong

Reliance Retail, Jio Platforms and Facebook-
ownedWhatsApptoofferconsumerstheabil-
ity to access the nearest kiranas, or grocery
stores,whichcanprovideproductsandserv-
icestotheirhomesbytransactingwithJioMart
usingWhatsApp, has comeat a very oppor-
tunetime.WhatsAppboasts400millionusers
in India.Further,usingWhatsApp’sbasealso
allowsRelianceRetail topromoteitsservices
tousersof Jio’srival telecomplayers.

WhatdoesthedealmeanforFacebook?
Facebookhasbeentryingforyearstogetits

fingerintheInternetpie.In2015,ithadexper-
imentedwithFreeBasics,whichprovidedfree
accesstobasic Internetservicesasapartner-
shipwith service providers. However, criti-
cisedforbeingawalledgarden,itsoonpulled
out of the idea after differential pricingwas
disallowedbythetelecomsectorregulator.
It had even looked at the possibility of

beaming free Internet from the air using a
solar-powereddrone calledAquila, and en-
abledlowcosthigh-speedWi-Fi insomere-
mote parts of Indiawith an initiative called

ExpressWi-Fi. But data was expensive in
those times, and free access to the Internet
was envisioned as the easiest way to bring
thenextbillionusersonline. Then, Reliance
Jiohappened. It launchedwithdata rates so
lowthattheybecametheindustrystandard
in one of the largest onlinemarkets in the
world. Jio alone helped bring 388million
users online, well over a third of what
Facebookhadplanned.
ThepartnershipwithReliancecouldalso

helpFacebooknavigate the regulatoryenvi-

ronment in India, where it has had several
skirmisheswiththeauthorities,includingfor
itsmajor initiativessuchasWhatsAppPay.

Whatdoes itmeanfor India’s Internet
ecosystem?
The deal also marks Facebook’s entry

among elite investors in India’s technology
space, joiningthelikesofSoftBank,Amazon
andGooglethathavetogetherpouredinbil-
lions of dollars in Indian tech startups and
their own ventures over the years. Prior to

JioPlatforms,Facebookhadinvestedaround
$20-25millioninsocialcommerceplatform
Meesho in 2019, and participated in a $110
millionfundingroundforedu-techcompany
Unacademyearlier thisyear.
The deal with Reliance also gives

Facebookaccesstothelatter’sbouquetofdig-
ital apps. These include in-house apps such
as JioMoney, Jio TV, etc in addition to the
young startups acquired by Reliance or its
subsidiaries across categories such as logis-
tics,e-commerceandartificial intelligence.

Whatdoes itmeanforReliance’sdata
localisationprinciples?
InJanuarylastyear,speakingattheVibrant

Gujarat Summit, Ambani had stressed that
India’s data “must be controlled andowned
by Indianpeople -andnotbycorporates, es-
peciallyglobalcorporations”.“ForIndiatosuc-
ceed in this data-driven revolution,wewill
havetomigratethecontrolandownershipof
Indian data back to India - in otherwords,
Indianwealth back to every Indian,” he had
said.Whilesomehaveraisedtheredflagover
Facebook’strack-recordondataprivacyissues,
executives of both companies said
Wednesdaythatdatasharingwasnotapartof
thedeal.“Therewillbeareasthatwewillcol-
laborate inbut therewill be areaswherewe
willpotentiallynotagreewitheachother,”aJio
official said. Facebook, on the other hand,
maintained its stance in favour of an open
ecosystemfordatatoflowacrossboundaries.
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SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,APRIL22

BY JANUARY30, the day India—andKerala
—reporteditsfirstCOVID-19case,a23-year-
oldmedicalstudentwhohadreturnedfrom
Wuhan,asmanyas800personswithChina
travel history had already been kept under
observation inKerala.
Kerala,whichhastodateseen437cases,

308 recoveries and two deaths, has consis-
tentlystayedaheadofthecoronaviruscurve,
with its70%recovery ratebeing thehighest
inthecountry.Keralahassofartested20,821
samples, also thehighest foranystate.
Whatsetsitscontainmentstrategyapart?

Legacy of public health
Much before Kerala became a separate

state in 1956, the region had seen several
pathbreakingpublichealthinterventions. In
1879, theerstwhileTravancore rulersmade
aproclamationmakingvaccinationcompul-
sory for public servants, prisoners and stu-
dents. In1928,aparasite survey,done inas-
sociationwith the Rockefeller Foundation,
ledtothecontrolofhookwormandfilariasis.
This communityhealth legacygot a fur-

therboostasthestate’sfocusonliteracyand
women’s education helped it attain near
100% vaccination levels and develop a cul-
ture of personal hygiene. TheWorldHealth
Organization,inasurveyheldin12countries
in2005,foundthathand-washingwithsoap
after defecation had a prevalence of 34% in
Kerala, the highest among the states/coun-
tries surveyed. Sowhen the state began its
‘Break the Chain’ campaign during the
COVID-19 outbreak — to promote hand-
washinganduseofsanitisers—itonlyserved
to reiterate someof thosebestpractices.

Health infrastructure
AcriticalfactorinKerala’sCOVID-19battle

hasbeenitsrobusthealthcaresystem,consid-
eredonaparwith thoseofmanydeveloped
countries.InJune2019,Keralatoppedallstates
ontheNITIAayog’sannualhealth indexwith
anoverall scoreof74.01,morethan2½times
thatof theleast-performingstate,UP(28.61).
Though Kerala has only been investing

5%of itstotalstateplanoutlayonhealthcare

—whichisalsoroughlythenationalaverage
spendinginthesector—its focusonhealth-
care at the level of Primary Health Centres
andCommunityHealthCentreshasstoodit
in good stead. With the management of
thesecentresinthehandsof three-tier local
bodies,manyofthesehavemoderndiagnos-
ticfacilitiesandoffertele-medicineservices.
The state’s private health sector, once

dominatedbytheChurch,hasgrownrapidly
inthelasttwodecades,mainlyonthebackof
investmentfromNRIsandcorporatehealth-
care groups. At present, Kerala has 142,924
bedsinitshospitals,ofwhichtheprivatesec-
toraccounts for93,042.

Focus on the front line
On February 1, the state’s coronavirus

control cells laid out guidelines on testing,
quarantine, hospital admission and dis-
charge criteria — a living document that is
regularlyupdated.

Until late January, the state did not have
any testing facility and throat swabs of sus-
pected cases had to be sent to the National
Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune. But by the
first week of February, NIV-Alappuzha got
sanction to conduct the tests. Over the last
twomonths,Kerala’sCOVID-19testingfacil-
itieshavegrownto13,tenofthoseinthegov-
ernmentsector.
Thestatealsosteppedupitsmedicalfacil-

ities,turningdefuncthospitalsintoCOVID-19
facilities.Sofar,38governmenthospitalshave
beenconvertedintoCOVID-19hospitals,and
800ventilatorsinpublichospitalsand1,578in
theprivatesectorhavebeenidentified.

Lessons fromNipah
Whilebroadlystickingtotheprotocolset

upbytheIndianCouncilofMedicalResearch
(ICMR), Kerala put in place its rigorous sur-
veillance network, one that had been fine-
tuned to perfection during the outbreak of

theNipahvirus in2018and2019.
Besidestracingcontactsofpositivecases,

Kerala strictly enforced 28 days of home
quarantinealthoughthegeneral incubation
periodof thevirus is14days.
FromearlyMarch, the state screened all

international passengers. Even if someone
managed to skip airport screening, they
wouldhavetodealwithvillagecommittees,
who kept the health department informed
about fresh arrivals and ensured they re-
mained indoors. In hotspots of Kasaragod
andKannurdistricts,somevillagepanchay-
ats even launched call centres, connecting
thosequarantinedwith theauthorities.
Besides, route maps of positive cases,

drawn through GPS data, were released to
helppeopleself-reportif theysuspectedthey
mighthavecomeincontactwithaninfected
person.Geo-mappingof thoseunderobser-
vationenabledbetter clustermanagement.
Once flight operationswere suspended,

thestatefocusedoninter-stateroadandrail
travellers. Thosewho reached Kerala from
other states sinceMarch 8 - and their con-
tacts -wereasked to isolate themselves. It’s
this strategythathelpedthestate rein in in-
fections from participants of the Tablighi
Jamaat event in Delhi.While several other
statesstartedactingonlywhenpositivecases
from among the Tablighis were reported,
Kerala had already placed around 217 such
personsunderobservation.Eventually,20of
themtestedpositive.

Social, political participation
Despite the largely bipolar nature of

Kerala’spolitics,almosttheentirestatewould
stay tuned towatch ChiefMinister Pinarayi
Vijayanaddresshisdailypressbriefingsonthe
state’stacklingof thesituation.WhileHealth
Minister Shailaja holds dailymeetingswith
districtmedical officers, the ChiefMinister’s
Office coordinateswith other departments
suchaspolice, revenue, electricity, etc. Every
evening, theCMchairs a reviewmeeting at-
tended by, among others, Dr B Ekbal, chair-
manof theexpertcommitteeonCOVID-19.
The KudumbashreeMission, the state’s

povertyeradicationandwomenempower-
mentprogramme,hasbeenatthefrontlines
with volunteers pitching in tomakemasks
and launchingcommunitykitchens.

What the Jio deal means for Reliance & Facebook
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

Facebook’spurchaseofnearly10%stakeinJiomarks itsentry in India, improvesReliance’sbalancesheet,allowseachcompanytogainfromtheother’s reach

Why India tightened
FDI rules, and why
it’s China that’s upset
PRABHARAGHAVAN
NEWDELHI, APRIL22

INDIARECENTLYreviseditsForeignDirect
Investment(FDI)policywiththeobjective
ofpreventing“opportunistictakeovers”of
firms hit by the lockdown induced by the
COVID-19 outbreak. Themove has upset
China, which has termed it a violation of
international trade principles (The Indian
Express, April 21). A lookat themove, and
the implications:

Whatwastheamendment?
OnSaturday, thegovernmentsaidfirms

inneighbouringcountrieswantingtoinvest
inIndiancompanieswouldfirstneeditsap-
proval. An entity of a country that shares a
land borderwith India can now invest in
firms here “only under the Government
route”.Thisalsoappliesto“beneficial”own-
ers—eveniftheinvestingcompanyisnotlo-
catedinaneighbouringcountry,itwouldstill
besubjecttotheseconditionsif itsowneris
acitizenorresidentofsuchacountry.
While thenotedidnotnameanycoun-

try,analystsseetheamendmentsasaimed
at possible Chinese investments. The deci-
sion camedays after China’s central bank,
thePeople’sBankofChina(PBoC)hadraised
itsshareholdinginHDFCtoover1percent.
HDFC vice chairman andCEOKekiMistry
had said that PBoC had been an existing
shareholder,owning0.8%asofMarch2019.
China’s FDI has grown five-fold since

2014and, as of December2019, its cumu-
lativeinvestmentinIndiaexceeded$8bil-
lion — “far more” than investments by
other countries that share borders with
India, according to the Chinese govern-
ment.ABrookingsIndiapaperpegstheto-
tal current and planned Chinese invest-
ment in Indiaatover$26billion.

WhatwasChina’s response?
ChinahascalledforIndiatorevisethese

“discriminatorypractices”andtreatinvest-
mentsfromdifferentcountriesequally.“The
additionalbarrierssetbyIndiansideforin-
vestors from specific countries violate
WTO’s (WorldTradeOrganization)princi-
ple of non-discrimination, and go against
thegeneraltrendof liberalizationandfacil-
itation of trade and investment.More im-
portantly, theydonot conformto thecon-
sensusofG20leadersandtradeministersto
realizeafree,fair,non-discriminatory,trans-
parent,predictableandstabletradeandin-
vestment environment, and to keep our
markets open,” said Ji Rong, spokesperson
for theChineseEmbassy in India.

What is India’sargument?
Indiamaintainsthepolicyisnotaimedat

anyonecountryandthatthemoveisaimed
at curbing “opportunistic” takeovers of
Indianfirms,manyofwhichareunderstrain.
“The amendments are not prohibiting

investments.(Wehave)justchangedtheap-
provalroutefortheseinvestments.Thereare
manysectors in India that arealready sub-
jecttothisapprovalroute,”aseniorgovern-
ment official had said, adding that “many”
othercountriesweretakingsuchmeasures.

Whathaveothercountriesdone?
Before India, the European Union and

Australia had initiated similarmeasures.
These, again, were seen as being targeted

atChinese investments.
On March 25, the European

Commissionissuedguidelinestoensure“a
strong EU-wide approach” to foreign in-
vestmentscreeningatsuchatime.Theaim
wastopreserveEUcompaniesandcritical
assets,notablyinareaslikehealth,medical
research, biotechnology and infrastruc-
tures essential for security and public or-
der,withoutunderminingtheEU’sgeneral
openness to foreign investment.
On March 30, Australia temporarily

tightened rules on foreign takeovers over
concernsthatstrategicassetscouldbesold
off cheaply. This followedwarnings that
distressedAustraliancompaniesintheavi-
ation, freight andhealth sectors couldbe-
come vulnerable to buyouts by state-
owned enterprises, especially China. All
foreign takeover and investment propos-
als will now be scrutinised by Australia’s
foreign investment reviewboard.
Spain, Italy and theUS toohave imple-

mentedinvestment-relatedrestrictions,ac-
cordingtoKhaitan&CopartnerAtulPandey.

Is thereanygroundfortheargument
that India’smoveisdiscriminatory?
Someexpertsnotethattheamendments

applyonlytoborderingcountries.“Now,there
aredifferentsetsof procedures for thesame
setof investmentsbasedonwhichcountry
thecompanyisinvestingfrom.Thisiswhere
thepotential issueof discriminationarises,”
saidatradeexpertonconditionofanonymity.
“WhileIndiacandiscriminateinfavourofdo-
mesticinvestment,discriminationagainstcer-
taincountries fornon-security reasonsmay
notbeseenfavourablyontheglobalstage.”
Therecouldalsobeapotentialviolation

ofnon-discriminatoryobligationsunderthe
General AgreementonTrade in Services, if
the sectors concerned involve services, the
expertsaid.“Mostoftheothercountriesthat
havetightenedtheirinvestmentregulations
have done so unanimously,whichmeans
thatitwouldapplytoallcountries.”

HasIndiadonethisbefore?
Themovetoimposeadditionalrequire-

ments for certain countries is seemingly
unprecedented. So far, India has imposed
suchmeasuresoninvestmentsintocertain
sectors, according to legal experts.
For instance,while FDI in pharmaceu-

ticals had been allowed under the auto-
maticrouteuntil2011,thegovernmenthad
mandated approval for any investment
comingintothesectorfromNovemberthat
year,saidPandeyofKhaitan&Co.“Thishad
happened after the government was
alerted to intentions by certain overseas
firms to increase investments in India’s
pharmaceuticalindustrywithanintention
topotentiallytakeovertheseentities.This
decisionwastakenwithnationalhealthse-
curity inmind.After thenewgovernment
was elected in 2014, the policywas liber-
alised,butevennowinvestmentisonlyal-
lowed up to 74 per cent under the auto-
matic route,”headded.
In2010, thegovernmentbannedFDI in

cigarettemanufacturing following recent
announcements by Japan Tobacco that it
wouldincreasestakeinitsIndiansubsidiary
to74percentfrom50percent,accordingto
Singh andAssociates senior partnerDaizy
Chawla. In the past, India has also blocked
certain FDI investments during bilateral
standoffswithChina,accordingtoPandey.

Behind containment in Kerala: robust
healthcare system, effective strategies
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TOP 10STATES

INDIA COUNT: 20,471 (652 DEATHS)

5,221Maharashtra

1,596 Tamil Nadu

1,801 Rajasthan

945
Telangana

1,592MP

1,412 UP

2,156 Delhi

2,272
Gujarat

427 Kerala

Have a question on the COVID-19 outbreak andwhat you should/should not do?Write to explained@indianexpress.com

813 Andhra Pradesh

CORONAVIRUSOUTBREAK
DAILYCOUNTOFDEATHS, INFECTIONS

85,996
Iran

187,327
Italy

149,044
Germany

134,635
United Kingdom

159,315
France

208,389
Spain

57,999
Russia

830,789
US

83,868
China

95,591
Turkey

TOTAL CONFIRMED:2,603,147 DEATHCOUNT: 179,778
Source: JohnsHopkinsUniversity,updatedat11pmonApril 21

RESTOFINDIA
AndamanandNicobarIslands 17
ArunachalPradesh 1
Assam 35
Bihar 126
Chandigarh 27
Chhattisgarh 36
Goa 7
Haryana 254
HimachalPradesh 39
JammuandKashmir 380
Jharkhand# 45
Karnataka 425
Ladakh 18
Manipur 2
Meghalaya 12
Mizoram 1
Odisha 82
Puducherry 7
Punjab 251
Tripura 2
Uttarakhand 46
WestBengal 423

UnionHealthMinistryupdateasof11pm,April22.Somestatesmayhavereported
highernumbers.Onlystateswiththemostcasesarelistedabove.

3,960PATIENTSDISCHARGEDIN29STATESACROSSTHECOUNTRY
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59 recovered
2deaths

266
active
cases

327
confirmed

194

138activecases

375
395confirmed

179
recovered

2
deaths

255
recovered

2
deaths

■Confirmedcases■Activecases

CCOONNFFIIRRMMEEDD:: 437 (untilApril22)
RREECCOOVVEERREEDD::308
DDEEAATTHHSS::2(March28,April 1)
CCUURRRREENNTTAACCTTIIVVEECCAASSEESS:: 127

HOW CURVE FOR ACTIVE CASES DIPPED IN KERALA

Reliance IndustriesChairmanMukeshAmbaniandwifeNeetaAmbani in
Mumbai; (right)Facebookco-founderMarkZuckerbergduringavisit to India.

@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained
If there are questions of current or contemporary relevance that youwould like
explained, pleasewrite to explained@indianexpress.com

Dailycumulativecounts forconfirmedcasesandactivecasesover1month.
Onanyday, thegapbetweenthetwocurves (shaded)represents the
sumtotalof recoveriesanddeaths.Datasource:GovernmentofKerala
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THE WAY FORWARD
Despite fiscal concerns,moregovernmentsupport isneeded
tomitigateeconomic fallout.Centremustspelloutastrategy

IT ISDIFFICULT at this stage to accurately assess the cost of the disruption in eco-
nomicactivitiesdue to the lockdown,but itwill be severe.As reported in thispa-
per,accordingtosomeestimates,the33-daylockdowninthisfinancialyear,April
1 toMay3,whichessentially translates toa lossof 23 fullworkingdays,will lead

to an economic contraction this financial year. To be sure, the government has relaxed
the lockdown restrictions on some activities post April 20. But a pick up in these seg-
ments is likelytobemuted,driveninpartbydisruptionsinsupplychains, labourandlo-
gistical issues and the fall in end-consumer demand. Even after the lockdown is fully
lifted, economic activities areunlikely to return tonormal in thenear term. The impact
of joband incomelosses, especially those in the informalsector, consumerbehaviour—
discretionary spendingmay takeahit— risk aversionby firmsandbanks, and continu-
ation of social distancing norms, among others, will determine how economic activity
shapes up after the lockdown.Muchwill also depend on the depth and breadth of the
policy response.
TheReserveBankof India (RBI)hasundertakenaseriesofmeasuresaimedateasing

the economic and financial fallout. However, the central government’s response, so far,
hasbeen limited—Indiahasoneof thestrictest lockdowns in theworldwithoneof the
thinnest covers of social protection. The first government package aimed at ensuring a
steadysupplyof foodgrainsandeasingof cashwoesofvulnerablesections.Butwith in-
vestmentactivityandexportsexpectedtoremaindepressed,andtheeconomylikely to
belargelyreliantongovernmentspendingandrestrictedhouseholdconsumption,more
fiscal support isneeded.
Therearefiscalconcerns.Thecombinationofasharpslowdowningrowthandgovern-

ment tax revenueswill itself push up the fiscal deficit beyondwhat has beenpegged to
maintaincurrentlevelsof spending.Addtothistherequirementtosupporttheeconomy
andthedeficitwillwidenfurther.Theseverityoftheslowdownnecessitatesmoregovern-
ment support. In fact, government spendingmaywell have to be front-loaded. Sectors
whichhavebeenhitthehardestsuchasMSMEs,airlines,hotels,exportswillhavetobepro-
vided relief. Failure todo sowill result in job losses, anda rise inbankruptcies, throttling
thefinancialsystem,makingevenagradualrecoverymoredifficult.TheCentremaywant
tokeep thepowerdry for the “unknowns” thatmayyet arise, andmay favouropting for
several roundsofmeasures, calibrating its responseas thesituationunfolds.But it is also
necessary for it tospelloutabroadstrategyonhowit intendstosupport theeconomy.

PAY THE PIPER
Regulators inAustraliaandFranceshowtheway:Dominant
digitalplatformsshouldnot freeloadonmediacontent

DIGITAL PLATFORMS COULD be pushed off the catbird seat if regulatory
movesafoot inAustralia andFrance findresonance inother countries. For
over a decade, they have leveraged news provided by themedia to drive
traffic to their search engines and social hubs, and simultaneously lever-

aged their dominance to avoidpaying for the content. Theyhaveargued that they send
backclicks to themedia,whichcanbemonetised, but the inequality is stark.Australian
treasurer JoshFrydenberg reports that almosthalf of theonlineadspend inhis country
goes toGoogle, aboutaquarter toFacebookandtherest toallpublisherscombined.The
AustralianCompetitionandConsumerCommission(ACCC)hadsoughtavoluntarycode
toensuremoreequity,but theconversation languished, andthenthedevastatingeffect
of thecoronaviruspandemiconadrevenuesof thepresslentasenseofurgency.Now,the
ACCCwillsubmitadraftmandatorycodetolegislatorsbyJuly, forcingplatformstoshare
ad revenue, pay fororiginal content, andgivepublishers access touserdata, rankingal-
gorithmsandpolicies fordisplayingnews.
Earlier thismonth, France became the first nation to invoke an EU copyright reform

requiringpaymentfornewssnippetsreproducedfromlocalpublishers,butGoogleretal-
iatedbythreateningtowithdrawnewsservicesfromFrance.Thecompetitionwatchdog,
whichbelievesthat thisconstitutesmisuseofmarketdominance,has forcedit tonegoti-
atewith news providerswhile it investigates further. In 2014, Google hadmade good a
similar threatagainstSpain,anddoesnotoffer itsnewsproduct inSpainevennow.
While the financial crisis inmediahasbroughtmatters to ahead, saving thepress is

not the principal concern, since the Australian government has already extended sup-
port. This is aboutmarketmorality, and theobjective is toeraseanold inequalitywhich
hasallowedplatformstotransformthemselvesintotrillion-dollarcompanies, literallyat
theexpenseof themedia,whosecontentdrives traffic to them.Generatorsof newsand
creatorsofopinionshouldbepaidfortheirpainsnotbecausetheyhaveanabsoluteright
to life,butbecauseif theydied,platformswouldfallbackoncontentgeneratedonsocial
media by individuals, interest groups and communities, and the problemof fake news
would be amplified.Whilemoves tomakeplatformspay for news are obviously about
marketmorality, theyare finallyabout thehealthof societies.

OIL SPILL
Oilpricecrashmaywreakeconomichavoc.But there

arewaysofmakingthebestof abadtime

MIDAS,KINGOFPhrygia,thetalefromancientGreecegoes,turnedevery-
thinghetouchedintogold.Thiswasnoblessing,sinceMidasstarvedto
death— you can’t eat amedium of exchange. And a store of abstract
value is of little use inmeeting basic biological needs. Till recently, the

parablewaswidelythoughttobeacautionarytaleaboutgreedandchasingwealth.Turns
out, itmighthavebeenapropheticallegoryaboutthecoronaviruspandemic,oreventhe
need forabalancedeconomicdiet.
Thepriceof (crude)oil—“blackgold”,peopleunoriginallycall it—hasdroppedtobe-

low-$40/barrel onMonday in theUS.And thepriceof Brent crude, the internationaloil
benchmark, tradedbelow$20/barrelonTuesday,approximately two-thirds lower than
itwas in Januarybefore theoutbreakof COVID-19. In theUS, producers arepaying con-
sumers to take the slick off their hands. Oil isn’tworth the barrel it comes in. This is, of
course, an economic disruption, an over-supply problem that couldwreakMidas-level
havocontheeconomy.But, till thathappens, for thosewhocan, thereareways tomake
thebestof abaddeal.
Companies andnationswith thedeeppockets and reservoirs of hope that the “fun-

damentals of the global economy are strong” could simply get paid to take care of the
surplus. Imagine, ifyouwill, theelectoralsuccessforthegovernmentthathandsoutfree
fuel ahead of the first post-corona poll. For individuals, too, hoarding is an option. The
downside is that a favourite topic of small talkmay be denied to people, who, stuck at
home already, have little of interest to report on awkward video chats with long-lost
friends. There’s nomorediscussinghowexpensivepetrol has become. But perhaps the
money they are saving thanks to a crash in fuel prices couldbeused todouse themany
sorrowsof isolation,andinvestinaconversationallubricant.It’snowcheapertobuyabeer.

Going back to a new school

AmeetaMullaWattal

Guru Prakash

Post-pandemic, a shift inmindsetwillbe
needed—toteachand learn

AMBEDKAR, IN OUR CRISIS
Evenamidpandemic,casteatrocitiescontinue.Representationiskey

“NOMOREPENCILSnomorebooks/Nomore
teacher’s dirty looks/ Out for summer/ Out
till fall/ We might not come back at all/
School’soutforever.../School’soutwithfever”.
ItseemstheselyricsofAliceCooperhave

comebacktohauntus.
SincethemiddleofMarch,millionsofstu-

dentshavebeenoutofschool,becauseofthe
COVID-19 lockdown. This has also affected
morethanonelakhstudents,whocouldnot
completetheirClass12boardexaminations.
Today, even after amonth of announce-

mentsandextensions,itisdifficulttopredict
when schoolswill restart. Schooling is sup-
posedto lookafter theemotional, socialand
behaviouralhealthof children,which isdia-
metricallyopposite tosocialdistancing.
Presently, teachers are trying to engage

withonlineteachingandlearning.Thetech-
nologymayvaryacrossschoolsandstatesbut
aseducators,wehaveto lookat the implica-
tionsofthesenewlearningprocessesforour
learners.
From live TV broadcasting of academic

subjects, video interactions, online theatre,
toworkingwith special needs learners, it is
allaboutembracinglearning“anywhereany-
time”. It is apparent that technological eval-
uation systems, touchscreen paper correc-
tions, digital books and smart boards have
becomethenewreality.
Goingforward,inthenewpost-pandemic

environment,whatwillberequiredisahuge
shiftinmindset—bothsocialandemotional.
Anewapproachisneededtoteachinthisal-
teredonlineparadigm.
Unfortunately, as far as the education of

theruralpoorstudentsisconcerned,theyin-
habit the bottom of a digital abyss.
Governmentswillhavetothinkveryseriously
about allocatingmoremoney in the budget
for technicaleducation inschools.
However, wherever students have been

involvedwithonlinelearning,theirresponses
havebeenverygood—thishasstrengthened
theresolveofteachersacrossthecountry,and
has inspiredthemtoworkharder.
But the role of the teacher has not been

fully understood during this crisis. Teachers
are as important as healthworkers because
theyare lookingafter themental, emotional
and social health of children at home.
Althoughitistooearlytojudgehowthelearn-
ingtrajectorywillbeaffectedbyonlineteach-

ing,itisveryclearthatfuturetransformations
will ensure that classroom transactions are
complemented with novel technological
tools.Thenewchallengeis,howtokeepthou-
sandsofchildrenoutofschooliftheirparents
areallowedtoreturn to theirworkspaces—
evenif inastaggeredmanner.And,whenever
thishappens,whoassumesresponsibilityfor
achild’ssafetyandlearningathome?
Within this new school/learning para-

digm, itwill have tobe seenhowbest toen-
gage the children not only in education but
in socialisingwith their peers, creating safe
zonestoplay,and,howtoalsoprovidemeals
and support familieswhich areworking. In
India,home-learningona largescalewillbe
achallenge,essentiallybecauseofnon-avail-
ability of equipment and network-connec-
tivityissues,andthefactthatparentsmaynot
be inapositionto facilitatehome-learning.
We need to ensure that teachers come

back towork so that hands-on training can
happen— sincemany of themmay not be
technologically adept. Formany teachers,
their entireworld has changed: From tradi-
tionalteachingtoolstojugglingwithgadgets
and software, they are relying only on their
personalunderstanding.
If schoolopensinJulyorevenlater,3,000

children cannot simply come back. A post-
pandemicschoolplan isessentialandhasto
be prepared.With a staggered opening, the
government and school leaderswill have to
thinkofnovelmethodsbywhichchildrencan
be assimilated back into the school setting.
Andthishas tobe lookedatbearing inmind
thenormalschoolcalendar.Perhapsthenew
educationpolicyneedstoberevisitedquickly
andrecalibrated.
Some practical things that can be done

are: Cleaning and sanitising the classrooms
andareaswherechildrenconvergeregularly;
increasing themedical staff andcounsellors
in schools; planning a new school calendar
whereanyeventwithlargegatheringsofstu-
dents/parentsisavoided,that is,sportsdays,
annual days and parent teachermeetings.
There can be cancellation of excursions and
inter-school eventswithin and outside the
city;reworkingofschooltimingsandputting
in place of student attendance on a rota ba-
sis. Schoolwalls couldhave colourful, picto-
rialdepictionsandslogansthatsensitisestu-
dents onbasic cleanliness andhygiene such

aswashinghands,andsocialdistancing—al-
thoughtoomanydisplaysofpandemicvisu-
als shouldbeavoidedas it createsanxiety in
themindsofchildren.Weneedtoensurethe
building of a strong parent-school partner-
ship,ifsocialdistancinghastobeunderstood
and implemented; conduct periodicwork-
shops by psychologists,medical practition-
ersandcounsellors tohelpsensitise thestu-
dents, enabling them to understand the
situation.
Whenstudentsreturntoschool,theywill

be the least prepared for any formof tradi-
tional testing — all such testingmeasures
shouldbeput onhold at all levels and there
shouldbemoreemphasisoninstructionand
emotionaldevelopment.Particularly,thestu-
dents in pre-primary and primary— in the
agegroupofthreeto10—willfinditverydif-
ficulttogetintoaroutinebecausetheywould
havebeenoutof school forover sixmonths.
At the primary level, when children return,
they should be allowed to have their own
learning options — creating personalised
portfolios and project-based learning is im-
portant.
This will enable the children to find a

sense of academic freedom, which they
wouldhavemissedintherestrictedconfines
of their homes. As far as senior students are
concerned,wehavealreadylost2020andthis
situationmaystretch to2021, as far as regu-
lar school learning is concerned.Hence, it is
imperative that when dealingwith senior
students, we should help themunderstand
the importance of resilience andmental
strengthinordertofaceclimaticchange,dis-
ease, natural andman-made disasters and
evenrapidtechnologicalchanges.
The pandemic has truly reiterated the

muchclichédskillsof the21stcentury:Dec-
isionmaking,problemsolving,abilitytoinno-
vateand,most importantly,adaptability.
These are extraordinary times, andwe

needextraordinarymeasures.Thestatesand
boardswillhaveto,perhaps,lookbeyondtra-
ditionalboardexaminationsnotonlyforthe
current year, but also for 2021. There is no
doubtthatreturningtoschoolafterthispan-
demicwill truly be adisruptive learningex-
erciseatall levels.

Thewriter isprincipal, SpringdalesSchool,
PusaRoad,NewDelhi

ASTHECOUNTRYfacesthecoronaviruscrisis,
thereareconversationsaboutthenewpost-
pandemicsocialorderandthecircumstances
thatwouldshape it.Onlya fewdaysago,we
remembered B R Ambedkar on his 129th
birthanniversary.Today,itisapttolookagain
atthedominantsocialorderandtheinstitu-
tionsofpower,patronage,propertyandpres-
tigethat ithascreated.
Itissadtoseenewsofcaste-relatedatroc-

itiesevenduringthecurrentcrisis,whenthe
society isexpectedtoshowsocialsolidarity.
ThenewsofaDalitcouplebeingbeatenmer-
cilessly went viral recently. Theywere as-
saultedbecausetheyrefusedtosell theland
thatwasrightfullytheirs.Avideowasmade
of the incident, with caste-related slurs
hurled on the couple. Making such a video
andspreadinghatredrequiresaudaciousbel-
ligerence on the part of the oppressor. This
is the result of a social process, andpolitical
intervention alone cannot address this pre-
vailingsentiment.
Socialdistancingwassuggestedasoneof

theprecautionarysteps tocontain thevirus.
However, in a society likeours,where tradi-
tional social prejudices and hierarchies are
deeply embedded, discriminatory practices
can masquerade as social distancing.
Thankfully, voices emerged from the de-
pressed classes fromall over theworld and

theWHOhashadtofinallyreplacethephrase
“socialdistancing”with“physicaldistancing”.
This is an opportunemoment for schol-

ars,thinkersandactivistsfromtheDalitcom-
munity to brainstormon a roadmap for the
emerging Dalit narrative. Raising difficult
questions is theneedof thehour.Ambedkar
himselfhasnotbecomeasubjectof intellec-
tual inquisitiveness. Restricting his colossal
personality merely to a maker of the
Constitution or as a leader of the depressed
community is amassive dent to his legacy.
Hisscholarshipanddeeplymeaningfulinter-
ventionsingenderstudies,anthropologyand
economicsmustalsobestudiedandpursued
dispassionately. Policymakers and intellec-
tuals fromtheDalitcommunityandbeyond
musttogetherevolveamechanismtounder-
take robust research and produce scholar-
ships on the relatively unexplored dimen-
sionsofAmbedkar’s thought.
On the political front as well, April 14

(Ambedkar’s birth anniversary) and
December6(hisdeathanniversary)mustbe
occasions formore than rhetorical symbol-
ism.Theso-calledAmbedkaritepoliticsislos-
ing its sheen and traction among the subal-
tern masses. Parties with a focus on
individuals and families like theBSPandLJP
havenomeaningfulcontributionlefttomake.
The future of Dalit assertion needs to be

primarily focusedon representation—real-
timerepresentationatkeydecision-making
positions, which has not happened despite
making affirmative action a constitutional
commitment.JusticeCSKarnan,aDalitjudge,
wasreprimandedbythecourt,afterhemade
accusationsof castediscriminationandcor-
ruption against fellow judges. On the other
hand,noquestionswereraisedwhenagroup
of SupremeCourt judgescameoutandheld
a press conference against the prevailing
processesintheapexcourt.Itisthesocialcap-
italof theuppercaste,underthemoderneu-
phemismofa“network”,thatactsasasafety
netemergingfromcaste-basedcamaraderie.
Themainstreammediahasthesamestory.It
is next to impossible to locate a subaltern
voice inthefourthpillar.
Thereisanurgentneedtogetoverthephe-

nomenonof“behalfism”.Nooneisentitledto
speakonsomeoneelse’sbehalf. Foreffective
representation, having a voice is a prerequi-
site. Formany years, the cause of the subal-
tern communitieswasunder the custodian-
shipof theupper-classelite.Letusresolve, in
themonth of Ambedkar’s birth anniversary,
toensuresocialdiversityatourworkplaces.

ThewriterisassistantprofessoratPatna
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If school opens in July or
even later, 3,000 children
cannot simply come back. A
post-pandemic school plan is
essential and has to be
prepared. With a staggered
opening, the government
and school leaders will have
to think of novel methods by
which children can be
assimilated back into the
school setting. And this has
to be looked at bearing in
mind the normal school
calendar. Perhaps the new
education policy needs to be
revisited quickly and
recalibrated.

There is an urgent need to
get over the phenomenon of
‘behalfism’. No one is
entitled to speak on
someone else’s behalf. For
effective representation,
having a voice is a
prerequisite. For many years,
the cause of the subaltern
communities was under the
custodianship of the upper-
class elite.
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Whoever controls themedia,
controls themind.

— JIM MORRISONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

MASS PICKETING BEGINS
WHILEOFFICIALWORKandbankingopera-
tionswereparalysedas the five-daypicket-
ing of government offices began in Assam,
thousandsof people throngedthestreets in
Gauhatitocontinuetheirprotestagainstthe
“repressivemeasures” takenbythegovern-
ment last Saturday. An official spokesman
saidhundredsofpicketershadbeenarrested
but therewere no reports of any untoward
incidentfromanywhereinthestate.Thecall
for picketing had been given by the All-
Assam Students’ Union and the All-Assam
GanaSangramParishadonApril18following
thefailureofnegotiationsontheissueof for-
eignnationals in thestate.

BJP ON ASSAM
THENATIONALEXECUTIVEof theBharatiya
Janata Party demanded that the army be
withdrawnforthwithfromAssamandallre-
pressivemeasuresberevoked.Thefour-page
political resolution adoptedby thenational
executive at its firstmeeting strongly criti-
cised the Congress (I) government’s “unde-
mocratic” functioningandsaidthat the“so-
lution to the (Assam) problem should be
sought by negotiation and persuasion and
not by coercionor repression”. “Thenotori-
ous extra-constitutional sources of power
are again in evidence and their operations
are even more unashamedly overt. The
PrimeMinister’ssonaddressingmeetingsof

high police officials and extending assur-
ances to themas if he is the government in
power is only one instance,” the resolution
said.

IRAN SANCTIONS
COMMON MARKET FOREIGN ministers
meetinginLuxembourghavedecidedtotake
strong diplomatic and economicmeasures
against Iran but are still unsure of the
timetable for implementing them, sources
said. The measures include economic
sanctions against Iran if a series of lesser
diplomatic moves fail to influence Iranian
authorities to release American hostages at
theUSembassy inTeheran.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
Estranging potential partners and sowing seeds of distrust with
unsubstantiated allegations is a distraction that will not only cost lives but
also add to the world’s economic woes. — CHINADAILYTHE IDEASPAGE
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IT ISEARLYtospeculatewhat theworldwill
look likewhenweemerge fromtheCOVID-
19 tunnel. As yet, we cannot see the light at
the end of the tunnel. We do not know
whetherasuitablevaccinewillbefoundthat
will allow us to work and live alongside
COVIDwith little fear— aswe do nowwith
influenza— or if no reliable vaccinewill be
discovered for someyears andwewill be in
the shadow of COVID-19, practising social
distancing,conductingfrequentteststomake
surewedonot have the viruswhile contin-
uingwithour livesand livelihood.
The jury is out on themysteriousways

ofCOVID-19andalsoontherighteconomic
response to it. We know from the history
ofworldwarsandpandemics that suchca-
tastrophes can turn the trajectories of na-
tionsupsidedown,convertingwinners into
losers, and vice-versa. Yet, despite the un-
certainty, it is important to think about fu-
turescenariosandtry todothebestwecan
tomake sure that theworld economy and
its constituentnationsdowell, andpeople
do not suffer unnecessarily.We are begin-
ning to see the early contours of how na-
tional economies are doing and we
canmakesomedeductionsbasedonthese.
This, if ever, is the time for people to
put aside their differences and work
together to confront the challenge faced
byhumanity.
One critical problem is striking the right

balance between curbing the spread of the
virusandkeepingtheeconomyfunctioning.
Wecannothave thepoor, the labourers and
themigrants bear the brunt of the effort to
contain the spread of the virus, and nor do
wewant toweaken the foundations of the
economysomuchthatweemerge fromthe
pandemicontoaneconomicwasteland.The
choice between lives and economy is also a
choicebetween livesand lives.
India’s effort to curb the spread of the

virushasreceivedappreciation—notjustthe
stateofKerala,whichhasgotaccoladesfrom
aroundtheworld,butthecountryasawhole.
The incidence of COVID-19 remains low in
India.Ofevery10millionpeople,thereareas
yetfiveliveslost inIndia.This isvastlylower,
notjustcomparedtoBelgium,whichtopsthe
list with 5,180 fatalities for every 10million
people, butmanyother nations, such as the
UnitedStateswith1,370fatalities,Spainwith
4,550,Italywith4,080andtheUKwith2,550
fatalities.
To be fair, the low fatality, per 10million

population, is not specific to just India.We
havecomparablylowfigurescurrentlyinal-
most all African and South Asian nations.
Thus, it is seven forBangladesh, three forSri
Lanka, nine for Pakistan, two for Tanzania,
one forNigeria, and0.3 for Ethiopia.Noone
fullyunderstandsthesehugedifferencesbe-
tweenEuropeandNorthAmerica,ontheone
hand,andAfricaandSouthAsia,ontheother.
This cannot be because these nations are
more isolated. Bangladeshis are among the
mostgloballyscatteredpeopleandEthiopia
hashugeinteractionswithChina,butthefa-
tality ratesare lowinbothcountries.Why is
this so?
Theshortansweriswedonotknow.But,

nevertheless,wehave to takeall reasonable
precautionstokeeptheviruscontained. It is
important to realise that the risk cannot be
cut tozero—nothing in life isazero-riskac-
tivity.Todefeatthevirus,theaimhastobeto
keep the “reproduction number”, or R-0,

down to less than one — R-0 refers to the
number of people, on average, who get in-
fected by each infected person.When R-0
reaches less than one in any given region,
such as is the case in Kerala, we know that
theincidenceofthediseaseiswindingdown
in that region.
The economic policy challenge is about

how to come out of the lockdown. This has
to be done carefully, but quickly. A study by
researchersattheUniversityofOxford,of the
stringency of lockdowns in 73 countries,
places India right on top. For a short while,
thisisworthit,andalsoimpressiveforapop-
ulous nation like India. But the top rank on
the stringency index is not something any
country will want to occupy for long. That
willhaveadevastatingeffectonthepoorand
damage the nation’s long-run economic
prospects.
TherearestudiesshowingthatIndia’sun-

employment rate is now at 24 per cent, an
all-timehigh.Marchalsosawthebiggestout-
flowofcapitalfromthenationeverrecorded
in onemonth— roughly $15 billion left the
nation. This also happens to be the largest
capitaloutflowfromanyemergingeconomy
inMarch. Clearly global players are reacting
to the fact that theeconomyisnot function-
ing. This has weakened the Indian rupee,
which is now at an all-time low. Some of
these problems are inevitable in this
dystopian world; we can deal with these
problemsforashortwhile.Butif thesetrends
persist, Indiawould end up ceding space to

other nations in global trade, exports and
business, and the sufferingwill be huge on
theworkingclasses.
Oncethisphaseofthelockdownendson

May 3, wewill have to start opening busi-
nesses,allowingtheprivatesector,especially
the informal enterprises andsmall firms, to
operate.Therewillhavetoberulesofbehav-
iourinplace,suchassocialdistancing,masks,
hand-washing,butwehavetobegintofacil-
itate poor labourers to reach their place of
work, and our farms and factories to func-
tion.Also,wehavetoencouragetherulesof
behaviourtocontinueby“participation”and
not bybureaucratic “permission”. Indiahas
a long history of the “permit raj”, where all
businesses were beholden to the bureau-
cracyforwhattheydid.Thishadatendency
to strangle all but a few big firms and had
held up the nation’s economic growth for
long.We have to guard against the risk of
slidingbacktotheseoldhabits—lapsinginto
these habits can bring an end to India’s
growthstory.
India, and for thatmatter, all emerging

nations, stand at a crossroads. Important
missteps, at this unexpected turning point
of theworld,willnotbelikethenormalmis-
takes wemake and correct. Missteps now
canchangethecourseof thenation’strajec-
tory fordecades tocome.

Thewriter isCMarksProfessoratCornell
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COVID-19,Anewdiseaseofthecoronavirus
family, has engulfed almost the entire
world.DevelopedcountriessuchastheUS,
Spain, Italy, France andGermany seem to
havesufferedthemost. Indiahasmanaged
tokeepthenumberof those infectedrela-
tivelylow,despiteitshighpopulationden-
sity. The government has had to make
somehardchoices.Savinglivesandreduc-
ing human casualties was the govern-
ment’s first prioritywhen it imposed the
21-day lockdown— thiswas extended by
18 days. An unfortunate fallout of this di-
rectivewas the sudden loss of income for
dailywagers, informal sectorworkersand
those employed in the gig economy. The
lockdownmadethingsdifficultformigrant
workersandmanyof themwere forcedto
start a longwalkbackhome.
During unprecedented crises, such as

the one we face today, administrations
across the world take time to organise
themselves and initiate relief operations.
InIndia,thefirsttaskof theadministration
was tomanage the healthcare system. It
took time to stabilise the labour force by
makeprovisionforfoodandshelter.Atthe
sametime,thebattleagainstthepandemic
has kindled our desire to innovate, learn
and findways toconnect andsupportone
another during times of social distancing.
We have put technology to great use to
achieve this, by rapidly setting up data-
basedmonitoringplatformstomanageand
containthespreadofthevirus,tohelpeach
othermeet immediate needs and cater to
our emotionalwellbeing, and support the
underprivilegedfinancially.Communities,
civilsocietyandcorporateshavecomefor-
wardtopartnerthegovernmentinrender-
ing public services. Some of these initia-
tives have the potential for wider
deployment.
Among these initiatives is the Surat

MunicipalCorporation’sCOVID-19Tracker
App, which helpsmonitor people under
home-quarantineandtracksthehealthsta-
tusof thosewitharecenthistoryof foreign
travel. Fromahands-on control room, the
citymaintainsadatabaseandtracksmore
than 8,500 individuals using this applica-
tion. In Bengaluru, the Brihan Bengaluru
Mahanagar Pallike developed a
CoronavirusWar Roomwithin 24 hours.
This24x7warroommapseveryCOVID-19
positive case using GIS, tracks healthcare
workersusingGPS,anddrawsupcontain-
mentplansusingheatmappingtechnolo-
gies.Thecityhasforgedpartnershipswith
academia and private sector technology
companies. A COVID-19 data dashboard
was launchedonApril 7.Nagpur’s city ad-
ministrationhascollaboratedwiththepri-
vate sectoroutfit,HLL Lifecare, to launcha
coronavirusappforthebenefitof sympto-
matic citizens. If this app detects COVID-
like symptoms ina citizen, it alerts a team
of doctors immediately. Similarly, the E-
Doctor Seva, a public-private partnership
initiative inAgra, offers tele-videoconsul-

tationfacility.Peoplecansecureonlineap-
pointmentsandhaveatele/videocallwith
a doctor. Doctors provide online prescrip-
tions,andinemergencycases,delivermed-
ications to thepatientsbycabs.
Manycitieshavealsorepurposedexist-

ing innovations rapidly at little or no cost
to offer support during this crisis. For ex-
ample, in December 2019, the Greater
ChennaiCorporationwasdevelopingamo-
bile app to crowd-source information on
operational flaws in existing civic infra-
structure — such as potholes and faulty
pipelines. During the lockdown, this app
was customised for COVIDmonitoring.
CitizensofChennaiusedthisapptovolun-
tarilyreporttheirsymptomstohelpthead-
ministrationmaplikelycasesandtakeap-
propriateprotectivemeasures.
Several other innovative approaches

havebeenadoptedtosanitiseanddisinfect
publicplacesduringthelockdown.Forex-
ample, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) hasmanufactured “Bhelmister”, a
disinfectant sprayer, in four days. This
equipment was deployed in the
MelvisharamMunicipality,TamilNadu, to
sanitisestreetsandareaswithahighnum-
berofsuspectedandquarantinecases.The
machineuseswatermixedwithasanitiser,
atomisedthroughaspraynozzleandcon-
verted to fine droplets. It can pump out
2,000litresofdisinfectantintwohoursand
is placed on a vehicle to access narrow
lanes.
Rajkot has leveraged corporate social

responsibilitytoavailsupportfromacom-
pany, thatmanufactures agriculturalma-
chines, toprocure18highclearanceboom
sprayers—usedforsprayingpesticideson
crops.Thesemachinesareusedtodisinfect
thecity’s roads.
Acrosscities,communitieshavecollab-

oratedtoprovideessentialstothepoorand
set up community kitchens. Residents of
Raipur set up a food control roomwithin
24 hours of the lockdown. Every day, ap-
proximately15,000packetsofcookedand
uncooked foods are distributed to the
needy with the help of nearly 104 non-
profit organisations, self-help groups and
over10,000volunteers. InUP,theLucknow
Municipal Corporation has established
communitykitchensatmultiplelocations,
which feedmore than4,000people daily.
Similar kitchens have come up in Aligarh
and Saharanpur as well. In Kerala, 1,255
communitykitchensacross14districtsdis-
tribute more than 2.5 lakh food packets
daily. InChandigarh,theadministration, in
collaborationwithmarketcommitteesand
theChandigarhTransportUndertaking,has
deployedover70busestotransportessen-
tialsuppliesfromthecentralmarketfordis-
tribution to residentwelfare associations
through144 licensedvendors.
These initiatives have shown that

India’s “social capital” — its citizens, civil
society, corporatesandacademia—are its
strength during a crisis. Hence, when the
PrimeMinister called upon us to applaud
thefrontlineworkerswhoareriskingtheir
lives to keepus safe lastmonth, the entire
countryexpressedsolidarity.Thisisatime
whenresponsibleresidentsarenotasking
what their city cando for thembutasking
what theycando for their city.
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There are studies showing
that India’s unemployment
rate is now at 24 per cent, an
all-time high. March also saw
the biggest outflow of capital
from the nation ever
recorded in one month —
roughly $15 billion left the
nation. This also happens to
be the largest capital outflow
from any emerging economy
in March. Clearly global
players are reacting to the
fact that the economy is not
functioning. This has
weakened the Indian rupee,
which is now at an all-time
low.

What we can do
for the city

FromusingtechnologytotrackCOVID-19casesto
settingupcommunitykitchens,battleagainst
pandemichaskindledinnovation,waystoconnect

CR Sasikumar

India—itspeopleanditsleadership—isrisingtothechallengeofthemoment

THEULTIMATEtestofaperson’scharacteris
notwheretheystandintimesofcomfortbut
howtheyrespondtoadversity.Thechallenge
posedbyCOVID-19couldtesttheleadership
qualitiesofpeopleonavarietyoffronts,rang-
ing fromthepersonal to theorganisational.
In India, theentiregovernmentmachin-

ery has risen to the occasion— it stands tall
inthecollectivefightagainstthevirus,which
hasbroughtevenglobalsuperpowerstotheir
knees. The country has demonstrated re-
markable resolve under the leadership of
PrimeMinisterNarendraModi. In this time
of crisis, theprimeministerhashad theun-
flinchingsupportof130-croreIndians. It isa
testimonytothePM’sleadershipskillsthata
countrywith somuch diversity, and a fed-
eral structure of governance, has put up a
unitedfrontagainst thepandemic.Wehave
showntheworldwhat “India first”means.
I recall the image of PMModi - a leader

who had received an overwhelming politi-
calmandate less than a year ago— appeal-
ing on national TV to the 130-crore people
of Indiaandpleadingwiththemwithfolded
hands to comply with social distancing
normsandtheproactivemeasurestakenby

thegovernmenttotacklethepandemic.This
showshis strengthof character, concern for
thepeopleof thecountryandfaithinthena-
tion’sabilities. Ittakesafar-sightedleaderto
anticipate the onslaught of the pandemic
andannouncemeasuressuchasthe“janata
curfew”,enforceatimelylockdown,andun-
dertake capacity building exercises tomeet
thechallengesposedby thepandemic.
As the prime minister of the world’s

largest democracy,Modi has gone an extra
miletohelpothernations.Brazil’sPresident
JairBolsonarohasconveyedhisgratitudeto
PMModi.Earlier,hehadrequested India for
the drug, hydroxychloroquine, by invoking
the Ramayana legend of Lord Hanuman
bringingsanjeevanitoLakshman.Theprime
minister’s outreach across continents gives
weighttotheargumentsthatIndiahasacru-
cial role in thechangingglobalorder.
Theunequivocal complianceof thepeo-

pletotheprimeminister’sclarioncalltoob-
serve the lockdown isa testament tohis ac-
ceptability across the political, social and
religiousspectrum.Hiscredoof“nationfirst”
hasbroughtadiverserangeofpeopleunder
one umbrella, which, in turn, has strength-

ened PMModi’s resolve to fight the pan-
demic.Hehasalwaysgivenpre-eminenceto
thesafety,healthandwelfareofthepeopleof
thecountry.All thestateshave followedthe
directivesandadvisoriesof theCentreinlet-
ter and spirit. Never in its history has India
witnessedsuchahighdegreeofcooperative
federalism. Moreover, after an appeal by
Modi,peoplefromallsectionsofsocietyhave
madevaluablecontributionstothePMCares
Fund. It is indeed ahumbling experience to
see young and aspiring sportspersons auc-
tiontheirmedalsandtrophiestocontribute
to this fight. Oldmen andwomenhave do-
nated their lifetimesavings.
Thecrisishasalsotaughtussomeimpor-

tant lessons. The real heroes today are the
coronawarriorswho are fighting to ensure
that we stay safe, healthy and bewith our
families.Theadministrativemachineryatall
levels and police, health officials and social
workers have been on their toes to ensure
thatweare safe andcomfortable. Letusnot
forget to convey our gratitude to these he-
roeswhowork inunsafeenvironments.
I should also mention that as a Union

minister, I closelymonitored 20 districts in

RajasthanwhichalsoincludedBhilwara,one
oftheworst-hitdistricts.Duringmydailyin-
teractionswith the district administration
and the other officials deployed to combat
thepandemic, I found themonestepahead
of thecrisis intheirplanningandexecution.
Thedatashowsthatcontainingtheoutbreak
wasaherculeanexercise.Around3,900sur-
veyteamswereconstituted,whichsurveyed
4.5-lakh houses, screened 23-lakh people,
isolated18,000peopleandtested themina
spanof just threeweeks.
Thiscouldhappenbecauseeveryonebe-

lieved that fighting thepandemic is ourna-
tionalduty.Therehavebeensomeuglyinci-
dents as well. They are unfortunate and
undesirable.Wemust take it as a challenge
and support the administration and
strengthenthePMintacklingthischallenge.
Thepainandconcern inhiswordsandeyes
are palpable.Wemust empathisewith his
sentiments and regard it our national duty
risetotheoccasion.Everythingwedotoday
willbeseenfromtheprismof “nationfirst”.

Thewriter isUnionministerofHuman
ResourceDevelopment

The test of a nation
Ramesh PokhriyalNishank

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

RIGHTS VIOLATED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Unfreedom of press’ (IE, April 22).
BookingajournalistundertheUAPAfor
benignpostsonsocialmediaisunwar-
ranted. This is yet another example of
anoverreachofpowerattainedthrough
invoking andmisusing an archaic law
tosilence thevoicesof dissent.

VarunDas,Zirakpur

THISREFERSTOtheeditorial,‘Unfreedom
ofpress’(IE,April22).ThebookingofJ&K
reporterPeerzadaAshiqandphotojour-
nalistMasratZahraundertheUAPAover
theirpublishedworksis blatantharass-
mentandintimidationof thepress.

SSPaul,Nadia

GOODBYE GENE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Cat and
Mouse’ (IE,22April). Thispassingaway
ofGeneDeitch,theanimatorofTomand
Jerry aswell as Popeye, is a tragedy. For
decades, even today, the cartoonswere
for entertainment for generations. Tom
andJerry, inparticular,wereanactofge-
nius—withoutdialogue,thecharacters
still kept you rivetedwith their hijinks.
Popeye,hisloveforOliveOil,andrivalry
withBluto,too,issomethingmanychil-
dren could relate to. Unfortunately, as
many of us found out, the powers of

spinachweregreatlyexaggerated.
AbhijitChakraborty,Howrah

NEW NATION
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Nationaf-
ter lockdown’ (IE, April 22). It is quite
evident thatunder theguiseof theco-
ronapandemic,therulingdispensation
isaimingatmassbehaviouralchanges
and favourable collective responses.
This will change the character of the
nation.

ShekharDeshmukh,Mumbai

LETTER OF THE
WEEKAWARD

To encourage quality reader
intervention, The Indian
Express offers the Letter of
theWeek award. The letter
adjudged the best for the
week is published every
Saturday. Lettersmay be

e-mailed to
editpage@expressindia.com
or sent to The Indian
Express, B-1/B, Sector 10,
Noida-UP 201301.

Kaushik Basu

Postlockdown,India’seconomyshouldnotlapseinto‘permitraj’.Atthiscrossroads,
misstepscanchangenation’strajectoryfordecadestocome

An unexpected turning point

KunalKumar and
OPAgarwal
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PAKISTAN

Imrantests
negativefor
coronavirus
Islamabad: Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran
Khanwastestednegative
for thenovelcoronavirus
onWednesday, his aide
said,asthenumberofthe
COVID-29 cases crossed
10,000 in the country.
Khan, 67, agreed for the
test after Faisal Edhi, the
sonof latephilanthropist
Abdul Sattar Edhi and
chairman of the Edhi
Foundation, who met
himlastweektestedpos-
itive for the coronavirus.
"Iamhappytoreportthat
his test is NEGATIVE,”
government's chief
spokesperson Firdous
Ashiq Awan tweeted.
Awan said the family of
the PrimeMinister had
already testednegative.

ImranKhan

PANDEMIC
WATCH

NEPAL

Indiagifts23
tonnesof
medicine
Kathmandu: India on
Wednesday gifted 23
tonnesofessentialmedi-
cinestoNepal.Indianam-
bassador Vinay Mohan
Quatra handed over the
medicines to Nepal's
Minister of Health and
populationBhabubhakta
Dhakal. A tweet by the
Indian embassy said ,
“The consignment, as a
gift from the people of
India to the people of
Nepal, includes8.25 lakh
dosage of critical medi-
cines”. The Nepal army
has also initiated pur-
chaseofmedicinesworth
Rs 15 million from an
Indian public sector un-
dertakingbody.

SINGAPORE

Over1,000
foreignworkers
testpositive
Singapore: Over 1,000
foreignworkers, includ-
ing Indian nationals,
testedpositiveforcoron-
avirus in Singapore on
Wednesday, taking the
total number of infec-
tionsto10,141,asthecity-
state battles a second
wave of contagion. The
"vast majority" of the
new cases arework per-
mit holders residing in
foreignworker dormito-
ries, the Ministry of
Health (MOH) said in its
preliminary release of
figures.More than 1,000
foreignworkers, includ-
ing Indian nationals, are
among1,016newCOVID-
19 cases confirmed in
Singapore Wednesday
noon, according to offi-
cial figures.

BUSINESSGROUPS’FURY
overblanketban ledtochangeof tack

NONEWGREENCARDS
tobe issuedbyUSfor60days

PRESIDENTLEAVESDOOROPEN
formorerestrictiveorder in future

MICHAELDSHEAR,
ZOLANKANNO-YOUNGS&
CAITLINDICKERSON
WASHINGTON,APRIL22

PRESIDENTDONALDTrumpsaid
onTuesdaythathewouldorder
atemporaryhaltinissuinggreen
cardstopreventpeoplefromim-
migrating to the United States,
but he backed away fromplans
to suspend guest worker pro-
gramsafterbusinessgroupsex-
ploded in anger at the threat of
losingaccess to foreign labour.
Trump, whose administra-

tion has faced intense criticism
in recent months for his han-
dling of the coronavirus crisis,
abruptly sought to change the
subjectTuesdaynightbyresum-
ing his assault on immigration,
which animated his 2016 cam-
paign and became one of the
definingissuesofhispresidency.
He cast his decision to “sus-

pendimmigration,”whichhefirst
announced onTwitterMonday
night, as a move to protect
Americanjobs.Butitcomesasthe
UnitedStates economysheds its
work force at a record rate and
whenfewemployersarereaching
outforworkersathomeorabroad.
More than22millionAmericans
have lost their jobs in the eco-

nomicdevastationcausedby the
virusandeffortstocontainit.
Trump said that his order

wouldinitiallybeineffectfor60
days,butthathemightextendit
“based on economic conditions
atthetime.”“Wecandothatata
little bit different time if we
want,” he saidof a secondexec-
utiveorderthatcouldfurtherre-
strict immigration.
Whilenumerousstudieshave

concluded that immigrationhas
an overall positive effect on the
Americanwork force andwages
forworkers, Trump ignored that
researchonTuesday.

“Bypausing immigration,we
will help put unemployed
Americans first in line for jobs as
America reopens. So important,”
the president said. “Itwould be
wrongandunjust forAmericans
laidoffbythevirustobereplaced
withnewimmigrantlabourflown
infromabroad.”
Lawyers at the Justice

Departmentwere still studying
whetherthepresidenthadthele-
gal authority tounilaterally sus-
pendtheissuanceofgreencards,
an order that caught officials off
guard,asperpeoplewithknowl-
edgeof theannouncement.NYT

USPresidentDonaldTrumpatatask forcebriefingat the
WhiteHouse inWashington.Reuters

WHEN EARTH DAY MEETS COVID
Membersof theEnvironmentalHealthCitizens’AssociationofKoreawearmasksrepresentingvirusesduringanevent to
celebrate the50thanniversaryofEarthDayatGwanghwamunSquare inSeoul, SouthKorea,onWednesday. AP

GUYFAULCONBRIDGE&
ESTELLESHIRBON
LONDON,APRIL22

BRITISH PRIMEMinister Boris
Johnson onWednesday faced a
call for an inquiry into his gov-
ernment’shandlingof thecoro-
naviruscrisisafterfailingtofully
explain partial death data, lim-
ited testingor the lackof equip-
ment forhospitals.
TheBritishgovernmentsays

759morepeoplehavediedinUK
hospitals, taking the total to
18,100.
The government has given

conflicting explanations ofwhy
itfailedtojoinaEuropeanUnion
ventilatorschemeandadmitted
there have been problems get-
tinghealthworkersenoughpro-
tectiveequipment.
“Once we are through this

crisis, therewill of course need
tobean independent inquiry to

officially review the govern-
ment’s response to the pan-
demic,” Ed Davey, acting leader
of theLiberalDemocrats, said.
“The inquirymust have the

strongestpossiblepowersgiven
the shocking failures onprotec-
tive equipment for staff and the
slow response of the govern-
ment - to get to the truth and to
giveBoris Johnsontheopportu-
nity to answer the increasingly
seriousquestions.” REUTERS

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO,APRIL22

THE HEALTH authorities in Sri
Lankahaveincreasedtestingfor
the coronavirus in the densely
populatedslumshereafterover
1,000 peoplewere quarantined
following one positive case in
oneof theshanties.
With 12newcases reported

onWednesday,thetotalnumber
of COVID-19 infections reached
323inthecountry.Sevenpeople
have died so far of the disease,
while105haverecovered.
“Wehaveincreasedconduct-

ing PCR tests on people from
those areas,” Anil Jasinghe,
Director of General Health

Services said.
Themove comes after over

1,000peopleweresentforquar-
antinefollowingthediscoveryof
one positive case at
BandaranaikeRoadarea in cen-
tralColombo.
Jasinghe said that over 500

vendors at the wholesale fish
marketwerealsosubject toPCR
tests due to the threat of com-
munity transmission. A fish re-
tailerwhoisaCOVID-19positive
hadvisited themarket recently,
Jasinghesaid.
Police have issued new

guidelines for mobile traders
who visit residential areas for
servicesduring the lockdown.
They have to be adequately

protected,police said.

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
TEHRAN,APRIL22

IRAN’SREVOLUTIONARYGuard
said it put the IslamicRepublic’s
firstmilitary satellite into orbit,
dramatically unveilingwhat ex-
pertsdescribedas a secret space
programwith a surprise launch
Wednesdaythatcameamidwider
tensionswiththeUnitedStates.
Therewasno immediate in-

dependent confirmation of the
launchof thesatellite,whichthe
Guardcalled“Noor,”orlight.The
U.S.StateDepartmentandIsraeli
officialsdidnotimmediatelyre-
spond to requests for comment
while the Pentagon said it “will
continue to closely monitor
Iran’s pursuit of viable space

launchtechnology.”
However, such a launch im-

mediatelyraisedconcernsamong
experts onwhether the technol-
ogyusedcouldhelpIrandevelop
intercontinentalballisticmissiles.
Already, Iranhasabandoned

all the limitation of its tattered
nucleardealwithworldpowers
that President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrewAmerica
from in 2018. Trump’s decision
setoffamonthslongseriesofes-
calatingattacksthatculminated

in a US drone strike in January
that killed a top Iranian general
in Iraq, followed by Tehran
launching ballistic missiles at
Americansoldiers in Iraq.
As the world grapples with

the coronavirus pandemic and
historically low oil prices, the
missilelaunchmaysignalanew
willingness to takerisksby Iran.
US Army Major Rob

Lodewick, a Pentagon
spokesman, told the AP that
American officials continue to
monitor Iran’sprogram.
“WhileTehrandoesnotcur-

rently have intercontinental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs), its
desire to have a strategic
counter to the United States
could drive it to develop an
ICBM,” Lodewick said.

PATRICKKINGSLEY
MOLLEHUSVEJBORDER
CROSSING,APRIL22

SHE DRIVES from the Danish
side, inherToyotaYaris.
He cycles from the German

side, onhiselectricbike.
Shebringsthecoffeeandthe

table, he the chairs and the
schnapps.Thentheysitdownon
either side of the border, a yard
or twoapart.
And that ishowtwooctoge-

narianlovershavekepttheir ro-
mance alive despite the closure

of the border that falls between
his home in the very north of
Germany and hers in the very
southofDenmark.
Every day since the police

shuttheborder,KarstenTüchsen
Hansen, an 89-year-old retired
farmer, and IngaRasmussen, an
85-year-oldformercaterer,have
met at theMollehusvej border
crossing to chat, joke anddrink,
whilemaintainingamodicumof
socialdistance.
We’re here because of love,”

saidTüchsenHansen,whenIvis-
itedthemlastweek.“Loveisthe
best thing in theworld.”

Then he poured another
glassof schnapps.
The couple’s unlikely ro-

mance began in Denmark two
summers ago, in slightly less
sentimental fashion.
TüchsenHansen, carrying a

grandbouquetofflowers,wason
hiswaytodropinunannounced
on another elderly Danish
widowhe’dknown fordecades.
Butbeforehereachedherhouse,
hemetRasmussen.
Rather taken, he decided

against visiting the firstwoman.
Instead,TüchsenHansen impul-
sively gave the flowers to

Rasmussen.Heinvitedhertodin-
nerinGermanyandthepairsoon
grewclose,muchtothesurprise
ofRasmussen’sthreedaughters.
Their happy routine came to

anabrupthaltonMarch13,when
the Danish government an-
nounced itwould close its bor-
ders the next day to all but peo-
pletravellingforwork.Frightened
shewould be locked out of her
homeland, Rasmussen hurried
back toherhouse inDenmark, a
15-minutedriveaway.
Neither knewwhen they’d

nexthold theother’shand.
Butthentheyhatchedaplan.

On a quiet lane that winds
through the flat farmland be-
tween their two homes, a few
hundred meters from where
Tüchsen Hansenwas born, the
police blocked the road only
with a flimsy plastic barrier. It’s
about halfway between their
two homes, so Rasmussen and
TüchsenHansenhavemetthere
forapicniceveryafternoonsince
theshutdown,usuallyat3pm.
Ingentledeferencetomedical

advice, theytry toavoidphysical
contact. “Theworst thing iswe
can’t embrace each other,”
TüchsenHansen said. “We can’t

kiss.Wecan’tmakelove.”
The Danish mayor of a

nearby town, Henrik Frandsen,
firstnoticedthecouple’sroutine.
Cycling along the border 10

daysafteritwasclosed,Frandsen
struck up a conversation with
them.Touchedbytheirstory,he
laterpostedapictureof themon
Facebook.
Within days, they had be-

comeregionalcelebrities,thefo-
cus of several reports in local
newspapersandradiostations.
“Ithinkitbringspeoplesome

hope, a little bit of light in the
darkness,” saidFrandsen. NYT

KarstenTüchsenHansen(89)andIngaRasmussen(85). NYT

‘I THINK IT BRINGS PEOPLE SOME HOPE, A LITTLE BIT OF LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS’

Closed border can’t stop elderly couple: ‘Love is the best thing in the world’

Iran launches first military satellite
DESTROYGUNBOATSHARASSINGU.S. SHIPS: TRUMP

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said on
Wednesday he had ordered
the United Statesmilitary to
attackanddestroyanyIranian
vessel that harasses US Navy
ships.
"I have instructed the

United States Navy to shoot
downanddestroyanyandall

Iraniangunboatsif theyharass
our ships at sea," Trump said
onTwitter.
Theorder cameoneweek

after 11 small armed Iranian
Revolutionary Guards Corps
speedboats swarmedaround
US Navy and Coast Guard
ships in international waters
in thenorthernGulf.AFP

Lanka intensifies Covid
testing in Colombo slums

Boris Johnson

UK PM under fire over
handling of virus crisis
as deaths cross 18,000

Trump threatens to end trade
deal if China does not honour it
LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,APRIL22

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
hasthreatenedtoterminatethe
tradedealwithChina if Beijing
didnothonour itsprovisions in
the wake of the coronavirus
pandemicthatoriginated inthe
country.
While China has reported

82,788novel coronavirus cases,
including 4,632 fatalities, the
United States registered over
824,600 cases and more than
45,290 deaths —the highest in
theworld.
ChinaandtheUS in January

signed Phase-1 of the trade
dealas theworld's twotopeco-
nomicpowersmoveforwardto
end their bitter tit-for-tat two-
year tariff war that had rattled
markets and weighed on the
global economy.
The deal, which calls on

China tobuy$200billionworth
of US products, is set to move
aheadasplanned.However, the

US-ChinaEconomicandSecurity
ReviewCommission in a report
saidChinacouldinvokeaclause
intheagreementthatallowsfor
fresh trade consultations be-
tween the twocountries "in the
event of a natural disaster or
otherunforeseeableevent".
"If that happens, we'll do a

terminationandwe'll dowhat I
can do better than anybody,"
TrumptoldreportersonTuesday
during his daily White House

pressconferenceoncoronavirus.
The presidentwas respond-

ing to aquestionas tohowcon-
fident he is that theChinese are
not going to invoke the natural
disasterclausementionedinthe
tradedeal.
"There is nobody ever been

tougher on China than me,"
Trump said, reiterating that
China had been ripping the US
off foryearstillhewaselectedas
thepresident. PTI

MISSOURIBECAME the
firstUSstate tosuethe
Chinesegovernmentover
itshandlingof coronavirus
andtheeconomic losses

ACHINESE foreignministry
spokesmandismissedthe
accusationas‘nothingshort
ofabsurdity’andlacking
factualorlegalbasis

THECIVIL lawsuit, filedin
federalcourt,saysMissouri
sufferedtensofbillionsof
dollarsindamages,and
seekscashcompensation

ASTATEMENTbythe
AttorneyGeneralread, ‘The
Chinesegovernmentlied
totheworld... silenced
whistleblowers...’

U.S. STATESUESCHINAOVERCOVID LOSSES
E●EX

PL
AI
NE
D

THE DECISION to allow
guestworkervisasisseen
as a concession to busi-
ness groups,whichwere
up in arms over the
prospect of a full immi-
grationban.Aspecificre-
frain was about farm
workers, ofwhich immi-
grantsmakeupaconsid-
erablenumber.Excluding
themcouldaddpressure
to an already struggling
industry, said experts.
However,while the con-
cessionwill please busi-
ness groups, analysts
suggested the move
coulddamageTrumppo-
litically,asanti-immigra-
tion activists are seen as
a significant part of his
voterbase.

Mixedresponse
tothestepback

Trump backs off broad immigration ban

GABRIELABACZYNSKA
BRUSSELS,APRIL22

IT MAY take European Union
countries until the summer or
evenlongertoagreeonhowex-
actly to finance aid to help
economies recover from the
coronaviruspandemic asmajor
disagreementspersist,ablocof-
ficial saidonWednesday.
AsummitonThursday isex-

pected to produce only a broad
agreementtousetheEU’s2021-
27jointbudgettohelpkick-start
growth. The bloc’s 27 national
leaders should also rubber-
stamp500billioneurosofrescue
measureseffective fromJune.
“Myhopeistomakeprogress

inJune, July,”saidtheEUofficial,
whoisinvolvedinpreparingthe
leaders’ summit.
But a final deal might take

even longer: “Political lines are
moving ... but it will take time,”
theofficial stressed.
Wealthy,fiscallyconservative

countries likeGermany, Austria,
Denmark, Sweden, Finland and
the Netherlands have rejected
callsbyailingsoutherneconomies
—ledbyItaly,FranceandSpain—
toselljoint“coronabonds”toraise
fundstorestartgrowth.
The official said there was

still “real reluctance” in some
member states to back the
Commission’s recovery fund
proposal. REUTERS

Disagreements
push back EU
recovery deal
by months

EUCommissionpresident
UrsulavonderLeyen
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GOLD
`41,705

RUPEE
`76.68

OIL
$26.15

SILVER
`38,100

Note:Spotgoldmarketsshutdueto lockdowninmajorstates. *IndianbasketasonMarch19,2020

Internationalmarketdatatill1900ISTs

SANDEEPSINGH&
PRANAVMUKUL
NEWDELHI,APRIL22

EVENAS its profits and cash re-
serves have been growing over
theyears,abigoverhangforRelia-
nce Industries (RIL) has been a
sharpriseinitsgrossandnetdebt.
Thegroup saw its net debtmore
thandoublefromRs76,388crore
inMarch2015toRs1,57,236crore
bytheendofSeptember2019.
Whiletheproposeddealwith

SaudiAramco to sell 20per cent
stake in RIL and the agreement
withBrookfield todivest stake in
itstelecomtowersareinthewor-
ks,Wednesday’s announcement
ofsaleof9.99percentstakeinJio
Platforms Ltd to Facebook for a
considerationof$5.7billion(over
Rs43,000crore)cameasashotin
the arm for the group that has
beenlookingtoreduceitsdebt.

Shareprice of RIL jumpedby
12percentonWednesday,before
closingatRs1,363pershare,with
againof10.3percent.
A report byMorgan Stanley,

whichactedasthefinancialadvi-
sor toRILandJioPlatformsLtd in
relation to the investment by
Facebook Inc, said that the stake
salewill “lowerRIL’s net debt by

12 per cent and be 1.5 per cent
earnings accretive. It could also
drive amultiple re-rating as RIL
multiples have previously re-
rated30per centduringbalance
sheetdeleveragingcycles.”
Italsosaidthatifallassetmon-

etisationplans includingholdings
in energy, telecomand content
businesseswere to be consum-

mated, “weestimatepotential to
lowerRIL’snetdebtandliabilities
by80percent, i.e.by$39billion”.
Edelweiss, in itsreportonthe

JioPlatforms-Facebookdeal,said,
“ThetransactionallaystheStreet’s
concernonRIL’s leverageandin-
stilsconfidenceinmanagement’s
targettoachievezeronetdebtby
FY21.SynergiesduetoRIL’spart-
nership with Facebook are a
knownunknownandcandrivea
significantre-ratingforthestock.”
There are somewhosay that

RIL chairmanMukesh Ambani
hasbeenworkingtowardsastrat-
egythatwillnotonlybringdown
thegroup leveldebtsignificantly
butwill also insulate his enter-
prisesfromanumberofperceived
risks.WhileFacebook’sstakepur-
chaseinJioPlatformshasbeenan-
nounced, sources say that Saudi
Aramcoiscurrentlydoingitsdue
diligence to pick up 20per cent
stake inRIL’s refining andpetro-

chemicalsbusiness.
There are somewhosay that

RIL group is also working on
bringingalargestrategicinvestor
initsretailbusinesstoo.Aninvest-
mentbanker,whodidnotwishto
be named, said that RIL group
seemstobeworkingtowardssaf-
eguardingAmbani’s enterprise’s
interestagainstanyriskgoingfor-
wardbybringing in large strate-
gicplayersintohisbusinesses.
“Onceyouhavebuiltabigen-

terpriseandthebusinessreaches
itsmaturity, it isgoodtoencasha
bitandalsoseethat thebusiness
continueswithoutanyhasslego-
ing forward by roping in a large
strategic investor. Thedealwith
Aramcowilljustensurethatalong
withproviding itwithcashtore-
tire somedebt.” Thebanker said
thedealwillbeawin-winforboth
partnersandatthistimeAramco
needsRILmuchmoreanditwon’t
findabetterpartneraround.

NETDEBTMORETHANDOUBLEDBETWEENMAR2015ANDSEPT2019

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL22

INANOTHER set of FAQs on the
VivadseVishwasdisputeresolu-
tionscheme,theCentralBoardof
Direct Taxes (CBDT) on
Wednesdayclarifiedthatentities
againstwhomnoticehasbeenis-
suedwithout prosecutionbeing
institutedcanavailthescheme.In
caseswhereprosecutionhasbeen
institutedforanassessmentyear,
the prosecutionwill have to be
compoundedbefore filingdecla-
rationunderthescheme,itsaid.
TheCBDThad,onMarch4,is-

sued a detailed FAQs on the
scheme. In itsWednesday circu-
lar, thedepartmenthasmodified
theanswertoaquestionpertain-
ing to prosecution caseswith a
viewto“reflectthecorrect intent
of law”.“Ithasnowbeenclarified
thatwhereonlynotice for initia-
tion of prosecution has been is-
suedwithout prosecutionbeing
instituted, theassessee iseligible
to filedeclarationunderVivadse
Viswas,”theCBDTsaid.
IntheMarch4FAQs,theCBDT

saidthatwherenotice for initiat-
ionofprosecutionhasbeenissued

with reference to taxarrears, the
taxpayerhas a choice to compo-
undtheoffenceandoptforVivad
seVishwas.However,thescheme
willnotcovercaseswhereprose-
cutionhasalreadybeeninstituted
andispendinginthecourt.
“This circular clarifies that

wherenoticeforinitiationofpros-
ecutionhasbeen issuedwithout
prosecutionproceedingsbeingin-
stituted,theassesseewouldbeeli-
gibletofiledeclarationunderViv-
adseVishwas,”NangiaAndersen
LLPdirector Sandeep Jhunjhun-
wala said. Consulting firmAKM
Global tax partnerAmitMahes-
hwarisaidthatearlier,therewasa
lack of clarity on applying for
Vivad seVishwas schemewhen
prosecution proceedings had
beeninitiatedandinstituted.
In theUnionBudget2020-21,

the Centre had announced the
VivadSeVishwas.Incaseswhere
a taxpayer’s appeals arepending
before appellate forums, high
courtsandtheSupremeCourt,he
will have theoption to settle the
dispute on payment of 100 per
cent tax (125 per cent in search
cases)andgetcompletewaiverof
interestandpenalty ifhepaysby
June30.

COVID-19:
EPFO settles
6.06 lakh claims,
pays out `1.9K cr
in last 15 days

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL22

THE BENCHMARK Sensex on
Wednesday rallied by 2.42 per
cent,aidedbythe10.3percentral-
lyinRelianceIndustries(RIL)whi-
chsignedadealwithFacebookfor
the sale of 9.99per cent stake in
RIL’s subsidiary Jio Platforms for
Rs43,547crore($5.7billion).
The 30-share Sensex rose

742.84points to31,379.55,while
the NSE Nifty jumped 205.85
points,or2.29percent,to9,187.30.
The rupee,meanwhile, hit 76.91
atday’slowbeforeclosing15paise

upat76.68againsttheUSdollar.
Meanwhile,Brentcrudeoilre-

boundedfromtwodaysof losses
and US futures surged on
Wednesday, bolsteredby tenta-
tivediscussionsofadditionalsup-
plycutsfromOPECproducersand
USinventorybuildsthatwereless
dire thansomeanticipated.Asof
1720GMT,Brentwasup$1.54,or
8percent,at$20.87abarrel.Intra-
day,ithadfallento$15.98,itslow-
estsinceJune1999.USWTIcrude
futures for June delivery rose
$3.09,or26.7percent,to$14.66a
barrel.OnMonday,USfutureshad
closedatarecordminus$37.63a
barrel.WITHREUTERS

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,APRIL22

BRUSHINGASIDE privacy con-
cerns, fooddelivery appZomato
founder Deepinder Goyal on
Wednesdaysaidhiscompanywas
makingitmandatoryforitsdeliv-
erypartnerstoinstallthegovern-
ment’s contact tracingappAaro-
gyaSetuandkeepitrunninginthe
backgroundbeforeallowingthem
tologintotheirownprofiles.
“Wehavemadesurethatthey

(deliverypartners)canonlylogin
to their ZomatoDeliveryPartner
appiftheirphonehastheAarogya
Setuappinstalled,andisrunning
asabackgroundprocessontheir
phone,”GoyalsaidonTwitter.
OnApril15,adeliverypartner

of the companyhad testedposi-
tive for COVID-19, following
whichZomatoissuedastatement
saying that all thehouseswhich
thepersonhadvisitedwith food
andgroceryordersinthepastfew
dayswere being kept under ob-
servationbytheauthorities.
Zomato’sdecisiontomakethe

installation of Aarogya Setu
mandatory for its delivery part-
ners comesevenasexpertshave
raised several questions on the
app’s privacypolicy andefficacy.
Whilelegalexpertsareoftheview
thatthereisneedforfurtherclar-
ity onhow thedata collectedby
theappisstoredandusedbythe
government, cybersecurity ex-
perts doubted theefficacyof the
applicationitself.
Someexpertsalsosaidtheapp

wouldbeusefulintruesenseonly
if IndiaconductsenoughCOVID-
19tests.
“For the app to work effi-

ciently, certain conditions are to
be fulfilled. The first one is that a
goodnumber of tests have tobe
performed across the country.
Andthesepatientsoughttohave
asmartphonewith theapp,only
then can a cluster be formed for
biggerinter-mobilecommunica-
tion,”aChennai-basedindepend-
entcybersecurityexperthadtold
TheIndianExpress.
Apart from its delivery part-

ners, Zomatoalsourged itsusers
todownloadtheapp,whichitsaid
would“goalongwayincontain-
ingthespreadofCOVID-19”.“We
alsoencourageouruserstodown-
load theAarogya Setu app. I am
awareof theallegedprivacycon-
cernsthatsomeofushaveagainst
using the app. But even if these
concernswerewell-founded,itis
a small cost topay for thesakeof
the collective long term,” apress
statement sent by the company,
andattributedtoGoyal,said.
Household services firm

UrbanClap, now rechristened
UrbanCompany,alsosaidthatall
itspartnerssuchasairconditioner
repairmen,electricians,plumbers,
amongothers,wouldnowhaveto
mandatorily install the app on
their phones and show it to the
userthattheywereCOVID-19free
when theywent to their homes
forprovidinganyservice.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL22

THEEMPLOYEES’ProvidentFund
Organisation (EPFO)hasproces-
sed6.06 lakhclaimsanddisbur-
sed an amount of Rs 1,954 crore
in last15days in theonline facil-
ity to allowwithdrawal not ex-
ceeding the basic wages and
dearness allowances for three
monthsorupto75percentofthe
amount standing to amember’s
credit in the EPF account,
whichever is less, in thewakeof
theCOVID-19pandemic.
Including settlement of clai-

ms, the total disbursal in last 15
days is Rs3,600.85 crorebypro-
cessing 10.02 lakh claims, a
LabourMinistry statement said,
addingthat90percentofclaims
havebeensettled inthreework-
ingdays.
In addition, Rs 481.63 crore

havebeendistributedby theex-
empted PF trusts to 40,826 sub-
scribersunderthisscheme,itsaid.
Theschemeallowingadvance

withdrawal was notified on
March 27 and the online facility
waslaunchedonMarch29.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,APRIL22

THEGOVERNMENTwill under-
take labour reforms in abigway
in the comingmonths and there
willbenohurdlesforthem,Labo-
ur SecretaryHeeralal Samariya
saidWednesday.Healsoruledout
appropriatingfundsoftheEmplo-
yees’StateInsuranceCorporation
(ESIC) for payment of wages to
workersor toemployers tomeet
their salary bill amid the lock-
downtocounterthepandemic.
On the concerns raised by

some industry representatives
about punitive action against
themif theirworkersgetCOVID-
19, Samariya saidno criminality
shouldbeassociatedwiththisand
assured them of taking up the
matteratthehighestlevel.
“ESIC (fund) ismoney of the

insuredpersons and employers
whoare contributing (to this so-
cial security scheme). It already
hasaprovisionthatifanemployee
is unemployed, then25per cent
ofwagescanbepaid...butdivert-
ingmoney(of theESIC) tosome-
bodyelse or paying thewages is
not at all advisable becausewe
want to reduce the contribution

furthersothatit(ESIscheme)can
run in betterway in future,” he
saidduring awebinar organised
byindustrychamberFicci.
At present, anemployer con-

tributes 3.25 per cent and em-
ployee contributes 0.75per cent
ofgrosssalarytowardsESI.
Aboutlabourreforms,hesaid

theParliamentaryStandingCom-
mitteeonLabourhasgivenitsre-
port on the Code on Industrial
Relationsand itwouldsoonsub-
mitareportontheCodeonSocial
Security. TheCentrehasalsocol-
lected data of migrantworkers
from states aswell as districts.
“Weareworking towardsmeas-
urestogivethememploymentas
wellasrelief,”Samariyasaid.
Headdedthathewill takeup

thestimulusfortheprivatesector
tomeetwages,addingthatdedi-
cated transport forworkers is a
must and the economyneeds to
move as it is difficult to survive
withzeroincome.

Labour Secy: Diverting
ESIC money, using it to
pay wages not advisable

BRIEFLY
IGSTrefunds:
Exportersget
extension
NewDelhi:Thegovernment
has extended the alternate
mechanism facility for ex-
porters to claim IGST re-
funds in cases ofmismatch
ininvoicenumberinGSTre-
turnsandshippingbill filed
withcustomstillDecember
31, 2019, the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and
Customs(CBIC)saidinacir-
cular.PTI

AirMauritiusin
voluntary
administration
Nairobi:AirMauritius has
enteredvoluntaryadminis-
trationaftercoronavirus-re-
lated disruptionsmade it
impossible for it tomeet its
financial obligations in the
foreseeablefuture,itsboard
saidonWednesday.Notably,
state-ownedairlineAirIndia
holds a10per cent stake in
AirMauritiuswith the for-
mer’schairmanandmanag-
ingdirectorrepresentingthe
airline on Air Mauritius’
board.REUTERS

Grossdebt Cash&cashequitable Netdebt
FY15 1,60,860 84,472 76,388
FY16 1,81,079 86,033 95,046
FY17 1,96,599 77,226 1,19,373
FY18 2,18,763 78,063 1,40,700
FY19 2,87,505 1,33,027 1,54,478
FY20* 2,91,982 1,34,746 1,57,236

All figures inRscrore; *Asof September2019
Source:Companyannual reportandcommunication

DEBTSITUATIONOFRELIANCE INDUSTRIES

After FB’s Jio investment booster, RIL
in talkswith other investors to pare debt

‘Migrant wages sent home
set to drop $142 bn in 2020’

Overtaking FDI inflows: Last year, remittances overtook
foreign direct investment (FDI) flows as the main source of
foreign exchange for low- and middle-income countries

Source:World
Bank/PTI

Global remittances are set to tumble by $142 billion in
2020, the sharpest fall in recent history, a report by the
World Bank estimates

~20%:Fall inmoney that
migrantworkers send home,
whichwould largely be due to a
fall in theirwages and
employment overseas

$714BILLION:Remittances in
2019,which increased after a
dip in 2016mainly due to low
oil prices

$572BILLION:Expected fall
in remittances in 2020, a
decline of $142billion

~1BILLION:Number of
migrantswho help feed, clothe
and shelter up to three people
“back home”. Of these:
■270millionwork outside
their home countries
■ 760million are internal
migrants

19.7%:Expected fall in
remittances for low- and
middle-incomenations, froma
record$554billion in 2019 to
$445billion in 2020

28%:Fall in remittances that
Europe andCentral Asiawill
see, the biggest among all
regions, due to combined
effect of the pandemic and the
oil price slump

`

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI,APRIL22

ATAtimewhenmanycorporates
are facing fund crunch and de-
faultsinthewakeofthelockdown
andclosureofunits,theSecurities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has proposed exemption
frommakinganopenofferforthe
allottees, alongwith liberal pric-
ingnorms for preferential share
issuesofstressedcompanies.
The markets regulator has

proposedexemption frommak-
ing anopenoffer for allottees of
preferentialissueinstressedcom-
paniesiftheacquisitionisbeyond
the limit prescribed. To avail this
exemption, listed companies
needtoensurethatpreferenceis-
sue ismade to persons/entities
that arenotpartof thepromoter
orpromotergrouponthedateof
theboardmeetingtoconsiderthe
preferential issue, according to a
Sebi draft paper. India Inc has
closed down units across the
country and sales have plum-
metedamidthelockdown.
Sebihasproposedthatpricing

shouldnotbe less than theaver-
ageoftheweeklyhighandlowof
the volume weighted average

pricesoftherelatedequityshares
on a recognised stock exchange
during the twoweekspreceding
the relevant date. Currently, the
determinationofthepricingcov-
ersaperiodof 26weeksormore
forfrequentlytradedshares.
Itsaid,“Listedcompaniesthat

arefacingfinancialstressaregen-
erally inneedof fund infusion to
tideover the stress situationand
therebyavoidinsolvencyorbank-
ruptcy.Suchlistedcompaniesface
certaindifficultiesinraisingcapi-
talthroughconventionalmeans.”

More relaxation in
fundraising norms of
stressed firms proposed

NewDelhi:Sebiwilllookinto
issuesbeingfacedbycorpo-
rates due to COVID-19 and
considermore steps tohelp
them tide over the chal-
lengesaspartof itscontinu-
ing efforts tomake it easier
to dobusiness even in such
difficulttimes,theregulatory
body’s chairmanAjayTyagi
toldrepresentativesof India
InconWednesday. PTI

Sebi assures of
more steps
amid lockdown

TUESDAY’SSURGEwas
largelyinresponsetothe
Reliance-Facebookdeal—
withRIL’ssharesrising
10.3percentontheBSE—
andsellingpressuremay
re-emergeathigherlev-
els.Eventually,COVID-19
updatesandsignalsfrom
theearningsfrontwould
dictatethemarkettrend.

RIL-FB
dealhelps
surgeE●EX
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Sensex, rupee rise; US crude jumps
over 26% after Monday’s record low

VIVADSEVISHWASSCHEME

Declarations can be filed
even where prosecution
notice has been issued

INTERVIEWWITHVIKRAMSMEHTA,CHAIRMAN,BROOKINGS INDIA

ONMONDAY, crude oil prices
in the US became negative.
VIKRAMSMEHTA,Chairmanof
Brookings India and Senior
Fellow, Brookings Institution,
spoke to ANANT GOENKA,
Executive Director, Indian
Express Group, and UDIT
MISRA, Deputy Associate
Editor,The IndianExpress, about
what caused it— andwhat the
outlook is now.

GOENKA:Vikram, it’s
certainly something that is
going tohappen just once in
our lifetime, isn’t it?
MEHTA: Yeah, what hap-

pened is a technical issue ... re-
lated to the May Futures con-
tract fromWTI (crude oil) and
basically, you know, all the
traderswhowereholdingonto
thatderivativepaper,neededto
offload it. They couldn’t find
anyonetoroll itoverbecauseof
the shortage or constraint on
storage. So rather than taking
the delivery of the product in
May, they justbid lowtheprice,
desperate to get rid of that pa-
per.Andasyouknow,normally
these sort of contracts get
rolled over pretty easily be-
cause thedifferentialbetween,
let’s say the May Futures and
the June Futures, is not that
great. But this time around,
JuneFutureswastradingat$20
a barrel and May Futures
crashedto-$37.Sothedifferen-
tial was such that no one was
actually able to roll it over.
But this technicality reflects

a fundamental reality of the
market. And the reality is that
it’s ahugelyoversuppliedmar-
ket.

GOENKA: Is it correct that
there are certain typeof oil
producerswhoare
producing at around$10a
barrel; others, like shale
producers, at around$30a
barrel; and there are some
whoareproducing at less
than$5 abarrel?
MEHTA: You’re absolutely

right. Someof the fields, thegi-
ant fields that have been pro-
ducing for the last God knows
howmany years, you can pro-
duce at a few cents a barrel.
But I thinkonehas togoone

step beyond the marginal cost
of production and ask what is
thebudget requirementsof the
oilproducers. I amgoingtotake
a slightly macro view. What is
the oil price that oil producers
need to break even, to balance
their budget?
You’ll be amazed, Saudi

Arabia needs a price of $82 a
barrel, andthe lowest, themost
robust of the oil producers,
Qatar, requires a price of
around $40 a barrel and,
Algeria, at the other end, over
$100 a barrel. So the Saudi oil
companyAramcomightstill be
generatingaprofit.Onastand-
alonebasis, its balance sheet is

notgoing togounder.But since
Saudi Aramco contributes 80
per cent of the revenues to the
Saudiexchequer, the fact is that
Saudi Arabia will have to very
quickly draw down from its
sovereignreserves if itwants to
meet its social and economic
commitments, and that’s the
big issue.
At the industry level, you

have theNOCs, theNationalOil
Companies and then the pri-
vate companies, and if you
weretoorder theoil companies
bysizeand indeedprofitability,
you’d find that, probablyof the
top 20, 16 are NOCs. And then
the four like, Exxon and Shell
and Chevron andmaybe Total;
the rest have dropped off that
list.Occidental, forexample. Its
share prices are below value
and that’s unique. That I think
is the reason for saying, you
might well have sounded the
death knell of the oil industry.

Goenka:Am Iwrong inmy
understanding thatnobody
is producing less becauseof
the fear that if theydo they
will be forced tonot produce
at all, orwill never be able to
goback to theoriginal
volumes?
MEHTA: The fundamentals

of the oil industry are not just

determined by demand and
supply, they are also deter-
mined by geopolitics, by the
paper trader — yesterday was
all about paper trading. They
are also determined to some
extent by the exchange rate.
Demand has fallen by such

an extraordinary level — this
quarter, some estimates say it
will fall by 30million barrels a
day,which is theentireproduc-
tion of OPEC. Now against that
kind of a demand destruction,
a 10 million barrels a day sup-
ply cut, which is what Saudi
and Russia have agreed to, is
notmaking any difference.
Point number two is that, if

you do reduce supplies, some
fields, some reservoirs could
get permanently damaged.

Goenka: So arewe (India)
going to see amajor
reduction inour annual oil
bill?
MEHTA: Oh yeah, I haven’t

done the numbers, but there
will definitely be a significant
reduction.Butonaperunitba-
sisobviously,because theprice
has fallen. But ourdemandhas
fallen aswell. The big question
is: What are you going to do
when the economy starts to
pick up again?

Misra: As oil prices fall,
should the government
raise taxes andboost its
revenues, or pass on the
lowerprices to consumers
toboost consumption?
MEHTA: Iwould do the lat-

ter, I would actually look to re-
ducing theprices.And I amnot
sayingthat initially itwillboost
demandbecause that depends
verymuchoneconomic resur-
gence. But I think itwill be po-
litically foolish, frankly, for the
government to continue to
charge all of us the same price
when the world price has col-
lapsed.

Goenka: Is thewhole cause
of renewable energy,
especially in India, a
hopeless cause, at these
prices of oil?
MEHTA: It’s not a hopeless

causebecause it cannot be and
must not be a hopeless cause.
So let’shopethatnoone ingov-
ernment says that. It’s going to
be complicated by the price of
oil, of course, butmoreby sup-
ply chain issues.
The China supply chain is

broken. That’s back to my ear-
lier point that we will have to
takeaslightly longer-termview
of all these issues. If you take a
short-termview,youaregoing
tosay,yeah,okay, “forgetabout
renewables”.
But you’ll wake up, two

years, fiveyears, fromnowand
you’ll find yourself living in a
hell-hole once again.
(Edited excerpts. Transcribed by

Mehr Gill)

‘It’s the death knell for the oil
industry ... will also damage
budgets of oil exporting nations’

The fundamentals of the
oil industry are not just
determinedbydemand
andsupply, they are also
determinedby
geopolitics, by thepaper
trader—yesterdaywas
all about paper trading.
They are alsodetermined
to someextent by the
exchange rate. Demand
has fallenby suchan
extraordinary level— this
quarter, someestimates
say itwill fall by30
millionbarrels a day,
which is the entire
production ofOPEC.Now
against that kind of a
demanddestruction, a 10
millionbarrels a day
supply cut,which iswhat
Saudi andRussia have
agreed to, is notmaking
anydifference.

VIKRAMSMEHTA

Thedecisionbythetwo
companiescomeseven
asexpertshaveraised
severalquestionson
theapp’sprivacypolicy
andefficacy

“Weareworking towards
measures togive them
employment aswell as
relief.”

HEERALALSAMARIYA
LABOURSECRETARY

Aarogya Setu mandatory
for delivery partners of
Zomato, Urban Company
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HAZLEWOODWANTS INDSERIESATADELAIDE
Fast bowler Josh Hazlewood has suggested the entire Border-Gavaskar Trophy be
held at one venue -- Adelaide Oval. "The bowlers and batters would probably be
happy with that, it's (Adelaide Oval) probably been the best cricket wicket the last
four or five years... I wouldn't mind it," he said.

CROSSWORD4099

ACROSS

1 Recognisesandarrests (10)

8 Warning!Thiswomanis
dangerous (5)

9 Awelder renovating the
shelteredsideof aship (7)

10 Oneneedsplucktoplay it
(7)

11 Dailywoman,perhaps (5)

12 Confirmit if a try ismade
correctly (6)

14 Oddstance foraclimb(6)

17 Emir’soff toseeScrooge
(5)

19 Theartof eatingout (7)

21 Studio that is laterconverted
(7)

22 Puce-coloured jumpers
(5)

23 Priestverydisposedto
obstinacy (10)

DOWN

2 Thejobofadebt-collector?(7)

3 Washresinout (5)

4 Hehasatitlewithinhisgrasp
(6)

5 Dotheyhavepiercingeyes?
Just theopposite (7)

6 Pullsupthegrass (5)

7 Satandgavenewprivileges
forsomepeople (10)

8 Yet it’senoughfoodtogo
round(6,4)

13 Skinspecialist (7)

15 I’d fill in theresult - it’s
obvious (7)

16 Educationalmeasure?(6)

18 Peoplecountonthemto
sendthemtosleep(5)

20 Thoseonthewristsare
preferable to thoseonthe
ears (5)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Mars’ intriguing
relationshipwith
Neptune ispretty
nearperfectas faras

allworkandprofessional
ambitionsareconcerned,but
only if youareable torecognise
thedifferencebetweentheway
theworld isontheonehand,
andthewayyou’d like it tobe
ontheother.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Likemostpeople,
youareblessedwith
aplanetary
alignmentwhich

confers inspirationand
imagination.What ismore
impressive inyourchart is the
manner inwhichyourcreative
powersandspiritual
aspirationsare triggered.You
shouldalways try tosee the
best inpeople.

GEMINI (May22- June21)
Continuedclose
attentiontoa
financialmatter is
desirable, although

notessential.Whenother
peopleabandontheir
responsibilities, youwillbe the
onewhoknowswhere to turn,
foryouhaveanamazingwealth
of experiencetodrawonfrom
thepast.

CANCER(June22- July23)
Yourdailyplanets
reveal this tobea
specialday if you
haveproposals to

put forwardandarguments to
win.However, the long-term
perspectiveevokesdeep
memoriesandcouldcauseyou
toreflectonall those things
whichhappenedso longago.
Hopefullycertainrecollections
areno longeraspainfulas
theywere.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Secrecy isnotoneof
yourbetter-known
characteristics,but
todayyoureallyhave

tokeepsomethingtoyourself.
Don’tworryaboutdeceiving
partnersas longas there isno
self-interest involved. Itmaybe,
forexample, thatyoukeep
something fromthemfor their
owngood.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
If youarebeginning
to feelas if you’re
walkingupthe
downescalator, then

you’reprobablyprettymuch in
tunewiththestars.Thesecret is
tochangedirectionnow,before
youendupinthewrongplace.
Youwon’t lose thethread
completely, even if otherpeople
thinkyouhave.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Carryonwithall-
important
professionalmoves,
regardlessof

associates’potentially time-
wastingordisruptiveactions. If
yougivecharitableactivitiesa
highpriorityyouwilldowhat
themysticalphilosopherscall
‘makingmerit’,withmanygood
results in the future.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Plutohasplayeda
profoundrole in
yourchart formany
years, soemotional

intensity isnothingnew.Onthe
otherhand,occasionallyanew
pitchof excitement is reached
and, rightnow,under the
Moon’spowerful sway,you
maydemandanewlevel
of commitment.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Yourmaterialand
business interests
mayhavetocome
first,nomatterhow

muchyouhavetospendor
invest. If youhaveany
uncertaintiesatwork,or inany
majorpublicambition,youmay
put importantdevelopments
onholduntil thepicture
isclearer.

CAPRICORN(Dec23- Jan20)
SoberSaturnand
jovial Jupiterare
onceagainbeing
activated, reminding

everyonethatyouaremuch
morethanthematerialistic
stereotypeof anastrological
cliché.Don’tbeafraid tospeak
yourmind,orbreakoutof the
rut inwhichyouhave
buriedyourself.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Sparea little timefor
yourphysicalwell-
being,andusethe
opportunity

providedbytoday’s lunar
positiontocleanupyourdiet
andcheckoutanewfitness
regime.Don’tbeperturbed
bya financialdelay,butkeep
aneyeonotherpeople,
just tomakesure that they’re
doingwhat theysaid
they’ddo.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
TheSunissailing
along inasensitive
regionof yoursolar
chart,which is

astrological short-handfor
sayingthatalthoughcolleagues
mayseemtobequitehappy,
someone, somewhere, isabout
tohit theroof.Keepyour
psychicantennaebuzzingand
try tospotproblemsbefore
theyarise.
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DifficultyLevel3s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius S
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
I___;thereforeI_.-ReneDescartes(5,.,2)

ETVAI ELTYHM

EHINT NUDNIK

SolutionsCrossword4098:Across:1Valise,4Easter,9Shearer,10Strip,11Reset,
12Eyesore,13Nothingleft,18Notable,20Bravo,22Cairo,23Sardine,24Steady,
25Fluent.Down:1Vestry,2Leeks,3Scratch,5Aisle,6Turnoff,7Ripped,8Free-
and-easy,14Outlive,15Liberal,16Knocks,17Honest,19Brood,21Abide.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL

SOLUTION:VITAE,THINE,METHYL,UNKIND
Answer:Ithink;thereforeIam.-ReneDescartes

Governingbodies in tennisget together tosetup fundfor thosestrugglingduetotoursuspension

SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI, APRIL22

THEGLOBAL lockdown to control the coro-
navirus pandemic has kept tennis players,
particularly the lower-ranked ones, on ten-
terhooks. The tour – essentially, their liveli-
hood–hasbeensuspendedsinceMarch,and
updates fromtheworldof tennishavebeen
all about thecancellationof tournamentaf-
ter tournament.
LateonTuesday,however,therewasfinally

onepieceofnewsthatsentawaveofoptimism
among the lower- rankedplayers. The seven
governing bodies of the sport – the
International Tennis Federation (ITF),
Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP),
Women’s TennisAssociation (WTA) and the
fourGrandSlams–havedecided to set up a
fundtofinanciallyassistplayersduringthispe-
riod. “Tennis’ seven international governing
bodiesareworkingtogethertocreateaPlayer
ReliefProgrammetoprovideassistancetothe
playerswhoareparticularly affectedduring
theCOVID-19crisis.Thesediscussionsarepro-
gressingwell anddetails arebeing finalised,”
readalettersenttotheplayersbytheITF.
The details of the financial aid are yet to

befinalised,butbasedonareportbyTheNew
YorkTimes, apoolofoverUS$6millionisex-
pectedtobeformedbythegoverningbodies.
“Thisisgoingtobeveryhelpfulforthelower-
ranked players,” saysworld no. 443 Rutuja
Bhosale.“Atthemomentweareallathome,
so the expenses aren’t asmuchbecausewe
arenottravelling,butyoustillneedtopayfor
essentials.Andthereisnoincome.Basically,
we’ve all been just surviving right now. So,
thiswilldefinitelyhelp.”
In addition to the sumproposed by the

governing bodies, the ATP Players’ Council,
headed byworld no. 1 Novak Djokovic and
also including Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal,hasproposedfurtherfundstobecon-
tributedbyplayers ranked in the top100 in
singles and the top 20 in doubles, based on
theirrankings.The20doublesplayersareto
contributeUS$5,000each,thetopfiveinsin-
gles are to chip in with US$ 30,000 each,
ranks6-10withUS$20,000,11-20withUS$
15,000,21-50withUS$10,000and51to100
withUS$5000.Alldonationstothisfundare

voluntary, and should all players accept the
proposal, itwouldamounttoUS$1,050,000.
Furthermore,Djokovicissaidtobepush-

ingforsupporttobegiventoplayersranked
250to700,withasumofUS$10,000each.
“Outsideof250iswheretherealfinancial

struggle is,” Djokovic said in amessage to a
group of players, according to theNewYork
Times. “We feel that we all need to get to-
getherandhelptheseguysout.Manyofthem

arethinkingtoleaveprotennisbecausethey
just can’t survive financially. Unfortunately,
there isavery largeamountofplayers inthe
groupbetween250and700 that isnot sup-
portedbyfederationsordon’thavesponsors.”
While the news has beenwell received,

there is concern that some of the players
overlooked for this fundmay struggle once
the tour restarts. “This is definitely helpful
andreallysomethingthatwillupliftplayers
whoaresuffering,butIhopethingsaremade
fair toagreatersetofplayers,” says26-year-
oldSidharthRawat,ranked438.“Atthemo-
mentthehelpwillgo for250to700,but the
personranked249maybestrugglingjustas
badly. I’d say the players ranked 200 and
abovestrugglebecausetheoneshigherthan
thatmarkcanearnsomemoneybyjustmak-
ing it to theGrandSlamqualifiers.”
There’s been a lot of speculation that

lower-rankedplayersarestruggling tosur-
vive the lockdown and have decided to
moveonfromthesport. Since the tourwas

suspended inMarchandtill July13at least,
therehasbeenasumofapproximatelyUS$
56,834,845 on the men’s circuit, and US$
34,224,127 on the WTA tour that could
have been earned by players in prize
money.Theseeventshowever, areonly for
higher-rankedplayers. The oneswhoplay
in the lower tiers are playing for much
smaller prize money, which means their
savings are just as low.
“If itweren’tformyparents, I’dbeout(fi-

nancially) by now. I’m blessed to have par-
ents to support me, but I can’t do this for-
ever,” saysworldno. 655ArjunKadhe,who
at26,hasearnedatotalofUS$94,117inprize
money so far. The thought of financial aid
coming in, though,haskepthimupbeat.
“Thatmoneycanbeusedtoinvestinten-

nis, be it training or travel. It’ll help getting
things startedagain.”
Asofnow, it’snotconfirmedwhowillbe

getting howmuch. But for the players, just
thebeginningoftheprocessgivesthemhope.

Lower rung gets a helping hand

India’sRutujaBhosale, ranked443intheworld, couldbenefit fromtherelief fund
beingworkedoutbythesport’sgoverningbodies.

DDCA secretary
in jail, colleagues
thought he had
COVID-19
PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI/MEERUT,APRIL22

CONTROVERSIALDELHIandDistrictsCricket
Association(DDCA)generalsecretaryVinod
Tihara iscurrently in jail forallegedly failing
to"complywithGSTnorms"aftergoing"in-
communicado" amid speculation that he
wasself-isolatingwithsymptomsofCOVID-
19. "A Delhi resident named Vinod Tihara
was arrested by Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) wing of Noida onMarch
17onallegationsof violationsofGSTnorms
and is currently inMeerut jail," SSPMeerut,
AjaySahni, toldPTI.
Therewasnoimmediateclarityontheex-

act nature of the violation he has been ac-
cusedofcommitting.TiharaisDelhicricket's
representativeat theBCCIandan influential
figureinstate'scricketbody.Tiharahadbeen
"unreachable" since mid-March leaving
DDCAofficials,includingmembersofhisfac-
tion, flummoxed. "For the longest time,we
wereunder the impressionthatVinod jihas
testedpositiveforCOVID-19.Oneortwopeo-
plewhocontactedhisfamilymemberswere
told that he is under isolation. His phone is
switchedoff for thepast onemonth," a sen-
iorDDCAoffice-bearer toldPTI.
Duringa recentonlinehearing inamat-

ter of financial misappropriation of funds,
organised by DDCA ombudsman Justice
(Retd) Deepak Verma via Skype, one of the
body's lawyers, known for his proximity to
Tihara, told the apex councilmembers that
hehadtestedpositivefornovelcoronavirus.
"Weall freakedoutaswehadmetTihara

tillMarch 15 at various places.We told him
that why weren't we informed as we all
needed to quarantine ourselves. He then
changed track and said that if you people
would have been COVID-19 positive, then
youwouldhaveknownbynow. Itwas very
suspicious," theApexCouncilmemberwho
wassuspendedthatday, said.
Infact,someofthemembersarenowwon-

deringhowdidalettersignedbyTiharainsup-
portof oneof the lawyers,whoseservicewas
being terminated, get submitted toOmbud-
sman,whenallthiswhilehehadbeeninjail.

RogerFederercalledforamergerbe-
tween the men's ATP Tour and the
WTA,whichrunsthewomen'scircuit,
as tennis wades through a lengthy
coronavirusshutdown."Justwonder-
ing ... am I the only one thinking that
now is the time for men's and
women's tennis to be united and
cometogetherasone?"thewinnerof
20 Grand Slam singles titles said on
Twitter."Iamnottalkingaboutmerg-
ing competition on the court, but
mergingthe2governingbodies(ATP
andWTA)thatoverseethemen'sand
women's professional tours ..." Rafa
Nadal also voiced his support. "Hey
@rogerfederer as you know per our
discussions Icompletelyagreethat it
wouldbegreattogetoutofthisworld
crisis with the union of men's and
women'stennisinoneonlyorganisa-
tion," saidNadal. REUTERS

Federer suggests a
merger of ATP, WTA

Olympic-bound
athletes told to
train within India
till year-end

THOSEMONTHS,
THOSEMINUTES
Forced intoanunprecedented
lockdown,sport is staringat
unfathomabledespair. Indian
athletes, though,havegiventhe
countryreasonstorejoice inthe
past.The IndianExpress looksback
atabunchof thesememories.

In a chatwith
TUSHARBHADURI,
HARBINDER
SINGH recollects
the storywhen
India reclaimed the
hockeygold the last

timeOlympicswereheld inTokyo

READTHESTORYON
indianexpress.com

@indianexpress.com

NEWDELHI:The IndianOlympicAssociation
decidedtoasktheSportsMinistrytoallowna-
tionalcamperstoundergooutdoortrainingin-
sidemajorsportscentresinthecountrybyfol-
lowingnecessaryprecautions.Atthemoment,
theathleteshavebeenbarredfromanytrain-
ing even inside the SportsAuthority of India
facilities. Themeeting, held via video confer-
enceunderthechairmanshipof LalitBhanot,
wasattendedbyIOAPresidentNarinderBatra,
Secretary General RajivMehta and Tokyo
Olympics IndiancontingentChefDeMission
BPBaisya,apartfrom62representativesfrom
variousNationalSportsFederations.Itwasalso
decidedthatOlympic-boundathletesshould
trainwithinthecountrytillendof theyear in
ordertoavoidanyrisk.TheIOAalsoagreedthat
the "decisions on extension of contracts for
High Performance Directors, chief/head
coaches, coaches andother support staff till
2021or2024needstobedoneonpriorityby
SAI and theministry for smoothhandling of
trainingfor2021andthereafter". PTI

At themomentweare all at home,
so the expenses aren’t asmuch
becauseweare not travelling, but
you still need topay for essentials.
And there is no income.Basically,
we’ve all been just surviving right
now.So, thiswill definitely help.”

RUTUJABHOSALE
WORLDNUMBER443
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